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Office Building Interiors 
 
 
In certain projects involving 20th - century office buildings, owners have sought to remove finished 
ceilings and leave new ducts, pipes, and chases exposed.  The intent is to transform office interiors into 
“lofts” with a warehouse look.  Such dramatic changes in appearance and character are not acceptable 
under the tax incentives program.  The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, the 
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings and Preservation Brief 18:  Rehabilitating Interiors in 
Historic Buildings all confirm that altering interior finishes to such a degree can mean that a project will 
not preserve a building’s basic historic character. 
 
Owners and architects should be reminded that removing and eliminating ceiling finishes and running 
exposed ducts and pipes to create a warehouse character is an unacceptable treatment.  Such an approach 
is also unacceptable even when a building’s historic ceilings have been replaced previously with non-
historic suspended ceilings.  In most cases, these treatments impose a new character and may preclude 
certification.  Rehabilitated office buildings should have finished ceilings and concealed ducts, pipes, and 
chases.  The general point is that giving office buildings a warehouse or “loft” look does not meet the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.   
 
Beyond the question of specific treatments, these projects raise the fundamental issue of Standard 1.  That 
standard governs a building’s use:  “A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new 
use that requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and 
environment.”  If an office building cannot be converted into a new use without a radical change in its 
historic character, then the owner should either select a different use for that building or rehabilitate a 
different building. 
 
See also a related topic, “Exposing interior masonry walls and ceilings.” 
 
 
January 2002 
 

 


	Office Building Interiors



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Rehabilitation Handbook for SHPOs - Office building interiors.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Anny Chau


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
