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The NPS Natural Resource Condition Assessment (NRCA) Program offers two project series that support science-informed
planning and decision-making by park managers. While all NRCA projects share common design elements the two series also
have important differences (see table). Parks request NRCA funding for the type of condition assessment they need the most.

Key Differences

‘New’ Natural Resource Condition Assessment
(NRCA) Project Series

Focused Condition Assessment (FCA) Project Series

General description

Employ a consistent ecological framework for an efficient
check-in and update on current conditions, critical data
gaps, and selected drivers and stressors for a subset of
important park natural resources

Allow for a wide variety of study approaches, methods, and
reporting products; each study “focuses” on a specific
park-identified mgmt. issue or critical information need
and develops the data/information requested by the park

Primary deliverable

Streamlined NRR- format technical report titled “Natural
Resource Conditions at Park Name (year): Findings &
Management Considerations for Selected Resources”

NPS NRR report or journal article and other primary
products (if any) as identified in the study plan

Other deliverables

Supporting documentation; general communication
products targeted to less-technical audiences

Supplemental technical products; specialized
communication products targeted to different audiences

Management applications

Reliable condition information can be used in many mgmt.

activities, especially useful for strategic planning

Study findings and reporting products should be directly
useful for an active or upcoming park management activity

Timeframe/updates

<1 year for report; future updates are encouraged

1-2 years; usually a one-time study w/no plan to update it

Scope (# of parks)

Single park

Single park or multiple parks working on a combined study

Scope (# of resources)

Usually six or more primary study resources (ecologically
related or independently chosen) that are selected due to
timeliness for assessing their current condition status

Usually one to a few primary study resources that are
important to the park and are likely to be influenced or
impacted by the park’s pressing issue or information need

Existing vs. new data

Relies on existing scientific data and information from
varied sources; study can include rapid field assessments

Generally relies on existing scientific data and information;
up to 30% of FCA funding can be used to collect new data

Purpose for series

Replaces (combines elements of) 1 generation NRCA
studies and a pilot “State of the Park” reporting effort

Broadens the types of condition assessments and reporting
products that can be funded through the NRCA Program




	New NRCA vs. FCA Comparison Table




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		New-NRCAs-vs-Focused-NRCA-Projects.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Alyssa McGinnity



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



