





PESTS

A pest infestation not only cre-
ates anxiety among staff — it can
cause significant damage to
records. Insects are generally a
barometer of another environmen-
tal problem, such as high relative

h() humidity, gaps in the building
envelope, or poor housekeeping.

Remove trash daily from
inside the building, and do not

w allow collected trash to accumu-
late in areas directly outside the
building. A clean and environmen-
tally-controlled building will dis-

a courage pests from making their
home in storage areas.

Unless there is a specific prob-
lem to be addressed, avoid regularly scheduled
chemical treatments. There is no all-purpose
chemical for eliminating every pest problem.
Moreover, chemicals that emit strong odors may
create long-term problems for staff, records, and
record users. Glue traps contain no chemicals and
are useful for determining the existence and type
of pest present. Such monitoring devices can be
furnished by your local pest control technician or
purchased in hardware stores.

Limiting food and beverages to designated
areas, monitoring the environment, using identifi-
cation and least toxic eradication methods firs?,
and working with your pest control technician are
all part of a preventive approach known as inte-
grated pest management, or IPM.

A pest infestation inside records boxes indi-
cates a serious condition. Consult a conservator
immediately.

RESOURCES
AND PUBLICATIONS

By providing an optimal environment for the
records entrusted to your care, you help to assure
the preservation of your community’s unique her-
itage for present and future generations of
Georgians.

For more information, please call 404-656-
3554 to contact the Reference and Preservation
Program at the Georgia Department of Archives
and History, a division of the Office of Secretary
of State.
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