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USS CLAMAGORE (SS 343) 

Designated:  June 29, 1989 

Location:  Norfolk Shipping Yard 
Norfolk, VA 

Owner: State of South Carolina 
Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum 
40 Patriots Point Road 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 

SHPO Contact: W. Eric Emerson, PhD
Director and State Historic Preservation Officer
South Carolina Department of Archives and History
8301 Parkland Road
Columbia, SC 29223

Significance of the Landmark:   
The ex-USS Clamagore (SS343) was commissioned June 28, 1945, and decommissioned June 12, 1975. Built 
in 1945, the Balao class submarine Clamagore is one of 132 Gato, Balao, and Tench class submarines built 
during World War II. Clamagore was a typical World War II “fleet boat” built as part of a major submarine 
construction program that followed the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. The submarine 
warfare pursued by the United States and supported by this construction program was instrumental in securing 
an American victory in the Pacific.  
In 1947 the US Navy modified the Clamagore into a Fleet Rehabilitation and Modernization (FRAM) II 
submarine. She principally operated off Key West and in the Caribbean during the Cold War, earning the 
moniker “Grey Ghost of the Florida Coast.” In 1962, it was again modified to become a GUPPY III (Greater 
Underwater Propulsive Project) submarine. Clamagore was one of only nine submarines converted to a GUPPY 
III and the only surviving GUPPY Type III submarine in the United States. Ex-Clamagore represents the 
continued adaptation and use of war-built diesel submarines by the Navy for the first two decades after the war.  

Condition of Landmark:    

On display at the Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum since 1981, the structural outer hull was severely 
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failing due to extensive corrosion, causing safety concerns and closure to visitors in 2021. The wasting of the 
hull rapidly degraded the interior systems and structure. A large leak in the Main Ballast tank caused the vessel 
to begin to sink, which required air be pumped into the ballast tank on a regular basis. Additionally, many of the 
batteries began leaking contaminates into the water. In 2019, the US Navy granted Patriots Point approval to 
dispose of the vessel, with Section 106 compliance concluded through a Program Comment. In 2021, the South 
Carolina legislature secured funds to begin the scrapping process. All superstructure components have been 
removed along with 504 batteries and the vessel was stabilized for towing. On October 14, 2022, the vessel was 
towed to Norfolk, VA, for the last stage of the scrapping process. 
 
Recommendation:   

Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum spent a decade looking for funding for both repairs and/or transport 
to another facility and pursued and researched various options prior to securing the funding for scrapping. The 
initial stage of scrapping is complete and all of the superstructure has been removed, in addition to select 
equipment salvaged for future display. Therefore, National Historic Landmark (NHL) designation should be 
withdrawn. 
  
Justification for Withdrawing Landmark Designation:   

Having been dismantled and recycled for scrap, the ex-USS Clamagore has ceased to meet the criteria for 
designation because the qualities which originally led it to be designated, have been destroyed or removed [36 
CFR 65.9 (b)(1)].     
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Ex-USS Clamagore (SS 343) 
August 30, 2022 

Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum 
Photo credits: Melissa Buchanan/Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum 
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