
4/11/2013

Congressional 

Appropriations

Interior Budget 

Requests

Regional Office 

Budget 

Submission

ONGOING PROCESS

Retire Files to 

WASO/Federal 

Records 

Center

Receipt of 

Final Title 

Opinion From 

Solicitor

Update 

Records and 

Files to Reflect 

Closing

Process 

Relocation

PL 91-646

2 Weeks to 2 Months

DOCUMENT RECORDATION

ACQUISITION COMPLETED

Obtain Final 

Title Policy 

Evidence from 

Title Company

Payment to 

Landowner

Deed 

Recorded

Complete 

Acquisition, Deed 

Conveyance and 

Closing

2 Weeks to 2 Months

CLOSING

Title 

Curative 

Work 

(If Required)

Congressional 

Approval Required for 

Acquisitions over 

Appraised Value

Obtain 

Purchase 

Agreement

Negotiations 

with 

Landowners

Offer of Just 

Compensation 

(Based on Fair 

Market Value)

3 Months to 2 Years

PURCHASE OFFER NEGOTIATIONS

Engineering

Studies

Review of 

Environmental 

Site 

Assessment

Environmental 

Site 

Assessment

Preliminary 

Title Opinion 

from Solicitor

Preliminary Title 

Report

Review and 

Approval of 

Appraisals

Appraisals

Survey/

Boundary 

Confirmation

Contact

Landowners

3 to 9 Months

PREREQUISITE EVALUATIONS

Congressional 

Appropriations

Park Budget 

Submission

Regional Office 

Budget 

Submission

Interior Budget 

Requests

LWCF Funding 

Ranking under 

LARS and Internal 

Budgeting

12 to 14 Months

BUDGET PROCESS

NEPA 

May require a CE, an 

EA, or an EIS, any of 

which have numerous 

procedural steps.

6 Months to 1 Year

ENVIRONMENTAL 

COMPLIANCE

Land 

Protection 

Plan

General 

Management 

Plan

Planning

3 Months to 1 Year

PLANNING

PROCESS

Land 

Ownership/Status 

Mapping

Comprehensive 

Plan

Resource 

Studies

Authorizing 

Legislation

6 Months to 2 Years

LEGISLATIVE 

PROCESS

Does not include additional legally mandated steps required to process exchange actions.

All time frames are estimates based on average times for routine cases. Some time frames run concurrently, others 

consecutively.

LAND ACQUISITION PROCESS

FOR PURCHASE OF FEE SIMPLE & SCENIC/CONSERVATION EASEMENTS




