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Veterans and Volunteers-In-Parks 
 
During the 2012 dedication of the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial, a certain glass panel stood 
out, the “1,000 yard stare.”  An expression I had following my rehabilitation at Walter Reed Military Medical 
Center.  On October 1, 2012, while on foot patrol in the Khost Province of Afghanistan, the 514th Military Police 
Company out of Winterville, North Carolina, was attacked by a suicide bomber. The attack killed three and 
injured three additional members of the Company. I was one of the three injured members.   

Veterans and Volunteers continued on Page 4 

The author James Pierce. 

By James Pierce, Park Ranger at the National Mall and Memorial Parks 

Due to the severe injuries I sustained during the blast, while 
focusing on my rehabilitation, I couldn’t help but to wonder, 
what life will I have after my military service?  I knew that I 
wanted to continue my service; I just didn’t know how I would be 
able to continue it.  Shortly thereafter, my Transitional 
Coordinator told me about Operation Warfighter, a Department 
of Defense internship program that matches qualified wounded 
and ill and injured Service members with non-funded federal 
internships. I had received a Bachelor’s Degree in Parks and 
Recreation from Appalachian State University in 2009 and 
inquired about the possibility of an Operation Warfighter 
internship with the Department of the Interior and the National 
Park Service.  It would be a perfect fit where I could use my 
military skills as well as my college education. For two years, I had 
the distinct honor to serve my internship as a Park Ranger at  the 
National Mall and Memorial Parks, serving under the Volunteer-
In-Parks (VIP) program: a program dedicated to help preserve and 
protect America's natural and cultural heritage for the enjoyment 
of this and future generations through the service of volunteers.  
 
Following my internship I earned a permanent position with the 
NPS and continue today serving as a park ranger at the National 
Mall and Memorial Parks working with volunteers. I work every 
day facilitating the much-needed help of the public to support our park land. I also assist veterans through visits 
to the memorials or encouraging them to be volunteers themselves. 
 
This work, and my military background, brought my focus to the newly established American Disabled Veterans 

https://www.nps.gov/nama/planyourvisit/american-veterans-disabled-for-life.htm
https://www.nps.gov/getinvolved/volunteer.htm
https://www.nps.gov/getinvolved/volunteer.htm
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Engaging Diverse Audiences and the Next Generation 

• 7/30 – 8/6 American Solar Challenge (OH, IN, MO, KS, NE, SD): College competition racing solar-
powered vehicles on a route through nine national parks from Ohio to South Dakota. 

• 8/2 – 8/4 Yosemite Youth Summit (CA): Gathering of 100 youth program participants for stewardship 
projects, share their experiences and open dialogue on National Park Service youth engagement. 

• 8/4 – 8/18 Music in the American Wild (multiple locations): Premiere classical music performances 
by university students from the Eastman School of Music in seven national parks - San Juan Island, 
North Cascades, Mount Rainier, and Olympic. 

• 8/25 Sing Across America (multiple locations): Performances by youth and children's choirs for the 
centennial, including event at Yellowstone National Park.  

• 8/25 Naturalization Ceremonies (multiple locations): National Park Service and U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services will hold naturalization ceremonies in seven national parks: Biscayne National 
Park, National Mall and Memorial Parks, Lewis and Clark National Historic Trial, Grand Canyon National 
Park, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, and Women's Rights 
National Historical Park.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 6  
This November we invite you to honor our veterans. Check your local park for events or visit 
www.FindYourPark.com or www.EncuentraTuParque.com and search through the nationwide schedule. The 
Find Your Park calendar is continually being updated so check back as new events are added every week. 
 

 
November 4 
Akron Symphony Orchestra Concert 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Ohio 
The Akron Symphony Orchestra will commemorate 
the NPS Centennial at a concert. As part of this 
special evening, a multimedia photo presentation of 
images from Cuyahoga Valley National Park will 
provide a visual backdrop to the music. 
www.nps.gov/cuva 
 
November 4 - 6 
Augusta Canal Find Your Park Festival 
Augusta Canal National Heritage Area, Georgia 
The day-long festival will not only celebrate the NPS 
Centennial and the 20th anniversary of Augusta 
Canal’s National Heritage Area designation, but also 
mark the official opening of the heritage area’s 
newest trail and trailhead.  
http://augustacanal.com 
 
November 11 
Veterans Day – FEE FREE DAY 
Nationwide 
Honor those who served. All parks that charge 
entrance fees are free. 
www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/military-honor 
 
November 17 
National Take a Hike Day 
Nationwide 
Call your friends and family and set a course for the 
trail nearest you. 
www.americanhiking.org/national-take-hike-day 

 
November 19 
Memorial Illumination at Resaca de la Palma 
Battlefield 
Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Park, Texas 
Event with living history programs in US –Mexican 
War era uniforms to demonstrate camp life, 
weapons, and drills. A memorial program to 
remember veterans of the battles with luminaria 
lighting to follow at sunset. 
www.nps.gov/paal 
 
November 26 
Holiday Open House 
Fort Stanwix National Monument, New York 
It is a long holiday weekend. How will you entertain 
your guests? Why not take them to Fort Stanwix 
and see the fort by candlelight and enter the winter 
garrison of 1778. 
www.nps.gov/fost 
 
November 30 
100 Years of Battlefield Preservation and 
Commemoration in Richmond 
Richmond National Battlefield Park, Virginia 
Following the Civil War, veterans returned to visit 
the battlefields around Richmond and began to 
place monuments to memorialize those hallowed 
grounds. In the 1910s local citizens began to 
preserve and mark the battlefields, and eventually a 
National Park was established. This special 
centennial program will explore the story of this 
early battlefield preservation. 
www.nps.gov/rich 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1671/american-solar-challenge.htm
http://www.nps.gov/yose
http://www.musicintheamericanwild.com/
http://findyourpark.com/find
http://www.encuentratuparque.com/
http://findyourpark.com/find#centennial_events
https://www.nps.gov/cuva/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?event=D1D493E4-1DD8-B71B-0B1CD19762A8CCEC
http://augustacanal.com/
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/military-honor.htm
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/military-honor.htm
http://www.americanhiking.org/national-take-hike-day
https://www.nps.gov/paal/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?event=0A5D33C9-155D-451F-676F4792CC64628E
https://www.nps.gov/fost/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?event=BD664336-155D-451F-677AEFD2D65F6A6D
https://www.nps.gov/rich/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?event=ACA4C183-1DD8-B71B-0B28985EB97996B6
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Centennial Event of the Month 
 
Each month this section highlights a park or program Centennial event.  Centennial events can be small and 
intimate, such as a kids program in the local community, or grand, such as a concert or a naturalization 
ceremony.  Either way, the options are endless with more events being added to the calendar every day. 
Check the Find Your Park website calendar or your local park calendar for events near you. 
 

Native American History Month Commemoration 
at Montezuma Castle and Tuzigoot National Monuments 

 In honor of Native peoples' contributions to 
American culture, Montezuma Castle and 
Tuzigoot National Monuments in Arizona will 
host special events each weekend in November 
to commemorate National Native American 
Heritage Month.  
 
Both sites showcase how Native Americans 
developed some of North America's earliest 
cities, domesticated its first crops, and 
developed its earliest great civilizations. 
 
All events will take place from 11:00a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted.  Prehistoric cliff dwellings at Montezuma Castle National Monument. 

• November 5: Yavapai-Apache Nation Celebration. The event will be held at Montezuma Castle from 10:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. with beading and weaving demonstrations throughout. The Bird Dancers and Gourd 
Singers will demonstrate traditional Yavapai dancing at 11 a.m. and the Little Warriorettes will dance at 2 p.m. 

• November 5-6: Norman Cuch will demonstrate old-style katsina carving at Tuzigoot on Saturday, November 5 
and at Montezuma Castle on Sunday, November 6. 

• November 12-13: Davis Maho will demonstrate traditional Hopi weaving at Tuzigoot on Saturday, November 
12 and at Montezuma Castle on Sunday, November 13. Iva Honyestewa will demonstrate Hopi basket at 
Montezuma Castle on Saturday, November 12 and at Tuzigoot on Sunday, November 13. 

• November 19-20: Darlene James will demonstrate making pottery at Tuzigoot on Saturday, November 19 and 
at Montezuma Castle on Sunday, November 20. Jerry Whagado will demonstrate Yavapai-Apache 
silversmithing with Hopi symbolism at Montezuma Castle on Saturday, November 19 and at Tuzigoot on 
Sunday, November 20. 

• November 26-27: Artist from Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Ron Carlos will demonstrate the 
rare tradition of paddle and anvil pottery, knowledge carried since the Sinagua, at Tuzigoot on Saturday, 
November 26 and at Montezuma Castle on Sunday, November 27. 

For further information call 928-567-3322, extension zero, or visit www.nps.gov/moca or www.nps.gov/tuzi. 
You can also find out about this and other events by following the parks on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter @montezumaNPS or @tuzigootNPS. 
 

 
 
 

 

http://findyourpark.com/find
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/event-search.htm
http://www.nps.gov/moca
http://www.nps.gov/tuzi
https://www.facebook.com/TuzigootNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/tuzigootnps/
https://twitter.com/tuzigootnps
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The author at work at the American Disabled Veterans for Life Memorial and with volunteers at the 
Lincoln Memorial. 
 

Veterans and Volunteers continued from Page 1 

for Life Memorial. I was there from the very beginning while the memorial was constructed, to its dedication, to 
leading volunteer efforts today. It is a memorial I personally connect with. At the dedication of the memorial, 
President Barack Obama stated “Here, in the heart of our nation’s capital, this memorial is a challenge to all of 
us -- a reminder of the “obligations this country is under.”  These profound words resonated to all veterans who 
attended the dedication and to the many more who have visited and in whose memory it was built.   
 

 

Waves of heat from the ceremonial flame rise from the reflecting pool in front of the white granite Memorial wall. NPS photo. 
 

The American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial conveys a combination of strength and vulnerability, loss 
and renewal – dedicated to both the living and the deceased. The focal point of the memorial is a star-shaped 
fountain, its surface broken only by a single ceremonial flame.  A grove of trees stands sentry beside the 
reflecting pool, signifying the persistence of hope.  

 
Serving my Country has been the biggest reward of my life and while I may have retired my military service 
uniform, I continue to serve in a different capacity, as Park Ranger protecting and sharing our nation’s history.  
Join me in celebrating the National Park Service Centennial as a Volunteer-In-Parks and help preserve America’s 
natural wonders, history, heritage, and sacred memorials that honor the ultimate sacrifice many brave men and 
women in our armed forces have given to our great country.  
 
To learn more about the Volunteer-In-Parks program visit: https://www.nps.gov/getinvolved/volunteer.htm 
 
 

https://www.nps.gov/getinvolved/volunteer.htm
https://www.nps.gov/getinvolved/volunteer.htm
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Videos and Songs Inspired by our National Parks 
A Partnership with hitRECord  
This year the National Park Service and the National Park Foundation partnered up with actor Joseph Gordon-
Levitt’s collaborative platform, hitRECord, to celebrate the NPS centennial through collaborative art. hitRECord 
invited its diverse community of artists to come together to honor the NPS Centennial through art, film, and 
music and to inspire the next generation of park visitors and supporters. hitRECord projects include songs, 
a Campfire Stories book, art-inspired apparel, an adult coloring book full of beautiful drawings of national parks, 
animated safety videos, and a documentary. Check out some of their great work below! 

 
 
 

In the spring of 2015, Juan “JT” 
Ibanez visited 12 National Parks in 25 
days and brought his camera along to 
document each one. A former US 
Army Soldier and Iraq War Veteran, 
JT’s trip through the national parks 
served as a therapeutic experience to 
readjust back into life after military 
service. Beginning in Shenandoah 
National Park in Virginia and ending 
at Redwood National Park in 
California, JT found solace, peace, 
and a little adventure waiting at each 
stop of his 7,200 mile excursion.  
https:/youtu.be/5PgqEoOaiMk 

 

Check out the video “MODERN 
MAJOR PARK RANGER,” a sing-
along collaboration based off the 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s patter song 
from the comic opera The Pirates of 
Penzance. 
https://youtu.be/O-ZL2n0hcIQ 
 

https://itunes.apple.com/album/id1160546983?ls=1&app=itunesundefined
https://store.findyourpark.com/collections/all/products/campfire-stories-field-guide
https://store.findyourpark.com/collections/all/products/hitrecord-find-your-park-onesie
https://store.findyourpark.com/collections/all/products/hit-record-coloring-book
https://youtu.be/5PgqEoOaiMk
https://youtu.be/5PgqEoOaiMk
https://youtu.be/O-ZL2n0hcIQ
https://youtu.be/O-ZL2n0hcIQ
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  The Mission Continues 
For Veterans, Their Mission Continues in National Parks 
 

With a September’s breeze on this late summer night, we will soon be reminded of sacrifice and service. It is in 
this honor and service that we will be at Fort Battery Ricketts — mile marker zero of the Hiker Biker Trail — all 
hands on deck, doing what we do best. Having worked along the trail throughout Southeast D.C., we are going to 
hold our biggest project yet on 9/11 at its trailhead. Who are we? We are volunteers from The Mission 
Continues, veterans who are stepping up to serve our communities. 

Since its inception, The Mission Continues’ 4th Platoon in D.C., funded by Boeing and partnered with the National 
Park Service, has been caring for and connecting its veterans, members, and communities to the culturally rich 
parks in the Northeast and Southeastern quadrants of the city. Working the land in these parks has allowed 
veterans to connect to our military heritage, reminding us of the salt and grit from which we were forged. 

Historically, there has been a divide — a divide between veterans and civilians. In the military, our bonds grew 
through blood and sweat, earning our place among our brothers and sisters, trusting those to our right and left 
to hold the line. We continue to show up to The Mission Continues projects because we want to see and support 
each other; we like the reminder that our country still needs us; we are fulfilled knowing we are still working 
toward the greater good. 

It is absolutely refreshing to attend an event and know that we can be ourselves in all of our flaws and 
patriotism. Yet, something else is happening too. We are finding ourselves again, but this time we have our 
community members getting down and dirty with us, reinforcing our lines. 

Reprinted from The National Park Foundation’s blog. Written by Rose Feroah, a post-9/11 Marine Corps veteran and a leader in 
The Mission Continues’ Washington, DC 4th Platoon. 

https://www.missioncontinues.org/
https://www.missioncontinues.org/
https://www.nationalparks.org/connect/blog/veterans-their-mission-continues-national-parks
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The Mission Continues continued on Page 8 

The Mission Continues continued from Page 6 

While digging holes, we start chatting and the conversations move casually from light-hearted to stories of 
casualties from the broken hearted, as pain and tragedy knows no civilian-veteran divide. Building tables and 
garden beds seems mundane, yet we all eventually pour out our own history over the course of the day, 
recognizing that all of our blood is red, white, and blue. 

At the end of the project, our new friends offer to shake our hands, saying thanks for our service; we decline the 
handshake and pull them in for a hug, saying “Thank you for your service today,” and imploring them to come to 
the next event. Guess what? They always do, eager to get down and dirty, eager to show their own grit and 
salt.    

In our first year, D.C. 4th platoon has served with new and faithful partners on various projects: 

• For Earth Day, we laid siege to Fort DuPont’s Community Gardens under torrential rains with the 
Wounded Warrior Project, the Student Veterans of America, and the bravest community gardeners, our 
favorite Rangers kicked us off; we created and maintained garden plots, installed pallet compost bins, 
and restored a bee farm. 

• On National Trails Day, we cared for those spawning and spanning Fort DuPont with the Wounded 
Warrior Project and the Student Conservation Association. 

• We joined So What Else? collecting heaps of garbage from Anacostia Park and river. 
• We installed fitness equipment along Fort Mahan, making eager friends in the community throughout 

the day. 

It was here, with the bowed heads of veterans and their families, with flowers and wreaths being laid upon 
headstones, which my innocent daughters started to understand why their mom chose to become a United 
States Marine. These national cemeteries and memorials, though part of a landscape collectively, are individual 
beacons of perseverance, prompting us to share their history and importance to the curious young minds 
inquiring. 

For Memorial Day this year, we also held 
an event at the Battleground National 
Cemetery where we tended the 
hallowed grounds, gathering at the end 
to remember their honor and sacrifice. 
We closed out the event with Taps — 
crooning from the rostrum, our lone 
bugler brought a patriotic mist to every 
eye. 

It was here, with perfectly placed 
placards of words not to be forgotten, 
with our Park Rangers imparting the past 
upon us, that my children started to 
learn and appreciate the history that 
created the city they call home. The Mission Continues Volunteers. Photo: Connor Mallon 
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On the Fourth of July, we returned to Fort 
DuPont to celebrate our independence and 
enjoying the fruits of our labor with a banging 
BBQ. Each time we go back, we smile at our 
contributions, rewarded when we see people 
walking the trails we cleared and created, or 
bringing vegetables to the BBQ from the 
community gardens we personally nourished. 

My children and I love going back, whether on a 
drive to Fort DuPont’s skating rink or to roam the 
very trails we’ve tended. They point out 
“Mommy! That’s where the snake pooped on 
me!” or “Hey! That’s where we went mountain 
biking and I finally made it up the hill without 
stopping!” The adventure and pride in their eyes 

The Mission Continues continued from Page 7 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N …  
Who else is a Congressional Friend of the National Park Service Centennial? You can find a full list on the NPS Office of Legislative and 
Congressional Affairs and the NPS Centennial websites.  Know a colleague who may be interested?  See our contact below: 

 
Susan Farinelli 
NPS Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs  
susan_farinelli@nps.gov 
202-208-7676 
www.nps.gov/legal 

 

Follow Us! 
 

                    

 

reassures me that being part of the national parks along with our community service is giving them something 
that only nature and the parks can provide. 

As encouraged, platoon members frequently attend every event offered by The Mission Continues, creating a 
reliable, well-oiled machine. And we have logged enough hours digging holes to have nearly exterminated the 
width and breadth of hole-jokes; however we persevered and have yet to run out. We are all about 
#ReportingForDuty!  
We epitomize honor when we serve the very roots 
our country sprang from, doing as the founding 
fathers and mothers intended – connecting 
communities with the playful environments that 
surround them. 

We’re honored to celebrate the centennial of the 
National Park Service with the communities that 
surround these incredible places. If we do it right, we 
have the opportunity to turn strangers into friends, 
and to inspire the next generation to keep our 
national parks alive while continuing the bonds we 
have forged with the community — our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The author Rose Feroah at a volunteer event. Photo: 
Vincent Vassall 

 

The Mission Continues Volunteers. Photo: Connor Mallon 
 

http://www.nps.gov/legal/
http://www.nps.gov/legal/
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/centennial-partners.htm
mailto:susan_farinelli@nps.gov
http://www.nps.gov/legal
http://www.nps.gov/legal
https://twitter.com/natlparkservice
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalParkService
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-park-service
https://www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice

