
 

Every Kid in a Park 
• • • 

In collaboration with the 
Federal Interagency 
Council on Outdoor 
Recreation (FICOR), the 
National Park Service is 
leading the Every Kid in a 
Park initiative to help the 
next generation of park 
visitors, supporters and 
advocates create 
meaningful connections to 
parks and all public lands 
and waters. 
 
The initiative will give 
every 4th grade student 
and their families across 
the country a chance to 
visit a park, preserve or 
other public lands and 
waters during the 2015-
2016 school year. 
 
We are starting with an 
invitation to America’s 4th 
graders because we know 
that children who interact 
with nature and natural 
areas before age 11 are 
more likely to have positive 
attitudes toward nature 
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Welcome! 
Welcome Congressional Friends of the National Park Service 
Centennial!  We are excited to celebrate our upcoming Centennial 
year with you and your constituents. This is the first of a series of 
monthly newsletters you will receive highlighting upcoming 
Centennial events and programs through 2016. March is a month 
of preparation for the launch of our national centennial Find Your 
Park campaign and National Park Week in April.  This newsletter 
explains more about the Find Your Park campaign and ways to get 
involved. 

Who else is a Congressional Friend of the National Park Service 
Centennial? You can find a full list of Friends on the National Park 
Service Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs website.  
Know a colleague who may be interested?  See our contact 
information on Page 4. 
 

Find Your Park 
In 2016, the National Park Service will celebrate its one-hundredth 
birthday, an exciting opportunity to re-introduce the National Park 
Service to a new generation of Americans.  This unique, once-in-a-
lifetime moment in American history will not only celebrate the 
100th anniversary of our national parks but also set the stage for 
the next 100 years of stewardship. 
 

To honor this significant milestone, we’re launching a new 
campaign called Find Your Park to connect people to our national 
parks in a relevant and meaningful way.  Find Your Park invites us 
to discover that a park is more than just a physical space.  
Whether it's the sense of pride you feel on a visit to the Statue of 
Liberty, the memories you make hiking in Yosemite National Park, 
or the lessons you learn at Thomas Edison National Historical Park 
— a park can be a place, a feeling, or a state of mind, and they’re 
all made possible by the hard work and dedication of the National 
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Every Kid in a Park continued from page 1 
 
and the environment as adults.  Fourth grade is 
also when many schools are teaching local, state, 
and national history. Some of these students will 
come as part of organized field trips, and others 
will come with their families and friends and will 
use a printable pass to get free park access for a 
year. 
 
In addition, the National Park Foundation will 
award transportation grants for schools to bring 
kids to visit public lands and waters.  To help 
support this increase in visitation, Secretary 
Jewell’s Youth Initiative, Play, Learn, Serve, Work, 
will place volunteer coordinators in 50 urban 
cities across the country to help facilitate outings 
to public lands and waters.  
 
This free admission will be granted for a full year, 
and will start in time for the 2015-16 school year.  
For more information visit: 
www.nationalparks.org.  
 
 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  F O R  
M A R C H  -  A P R I L  2 0 1 5  

MARCH 1 - 25 
SHARE YOUR STORY CONGRESSIONAL SUBMISSIONS 
NATIONWIDE 
TELL US HOW YOU FIND YOUR PARK. 
 
MARCH  25-27 
SCIENCE FOR PARKS, PARKS FOR SCIENCE: THE NEXT 
CENTURY 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 
SUMMIT INITIATING THE SCIENCE EMPHASIS OF THE 
PARKS CELEBRATION. 
 
APRIL 2 
FIND YOUR PARK CAMPAIGN LAUNCH 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
Event to include interactive media connecting 
visitors to Park Rangers across the country. 
 
APRIL 18 – 19 
FEE FREE DAYS 
NATIONWIDE 
Free entrance to all National Park Service sites. 
 
APRIL 18 
NATIONAL JUNIOR RANGER DAY 
NATIONWIDE 
Annual celebration for youth in parks. 
 
APRIL 18 – 26 
NATIONAL PARK WEEK 
NATIONWIDE 
Annual spring celebration of National Parks.  
 

N E W S  O N  E V E N T S  

It’s a parade! On January 1, 2016, Americans will cheer for football, floats, and another favorite past 
time: our national parks. The theme, “Find Your Adventure,” unifies the beautiful floats in the Rose 
Parade, equestrian units, marching bands, a Royal Court, and a week of special events in Pasadena, CA. 
This partnership will inspire the more than 700,000 parade participants and 80 million viewers at home 
to connect with and explore their public lands. In January 2015, the National Park Service and 
Tournament of Roses Association announced their formal partnership. 
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Abandoned Mineral Lands 
This month the NPS released a proposal to 
address health and safety issues on abandoned 
mineral lands.  The proposal follows a 
comprehensive inventory and assessment of 
abandoned mineral lands and features in the 
national park system.  More than 130 of the 405 
national parks in the National Park System have 
abandoned mineral lands or mining features.  
The project would, over 12 years beginning in 
2016, remediate more than 3,800 abandoned 
mineral lands and features on park lands mostly 
in the western U.S.  There are about 37,000 
abandoned mineral lands features on NPS lands, 
most of which require no remediation.  Click here 
to view the report:  Abandoned Mineral Lands in 
the National Park System 2014 Report 
 

Find Your Park continued from page 1 

Park Service.  

The Find Your Park Campaign will kick off in New York City on April 2, 2015.  From here the events will 
travel to Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles, CA with events culminating across the country during 
National Park Week, April 18-26, 2015. 

Starting at the kick-off on April 2, the public will be encouraged to submit their stories through the 
Find Your Park centennial campaign based on the inspiring stories many Americans have already 
shared. We’ll be collecting stories from the public to feature in a story gallery on FindYourPark.com— 
the hub of all campaign activity—and we want your help! This dynamic gallery will be an online 
destination for the American public to be inspired, share their own stories, interact, and learn about 
what makes the National Park Service and all its programs, partners, and places so special.  
 
To introduce the Find Your Park campaign, we want to collect as many inspirational stories to feature 
in the story gallery on FindYourPark.com as possible. Think about your own personal connection to 
our national parks and share your Find Your Park story with us!  
 
What to Submit — We’re calling on members of Congress to share your favorite or defining moment 
in a national park by telling us how you Find Your Park. Was it the first time you personally identified 
with a national park or program? Was it the feeling you got looking out at your first park site? Share 
your own personal experience and express how the national parks inspire you! Because each person’s 
story is truly unique, we want you to pick the medium that best captures your story including video or 
photography. 
 
For more information see our contact information on page 4.  
 

Kennecott Mill, Wrangell-St.Elias National Park, Alaska 
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Back to the Future: Cal and National Park Service Start a 
Second Century of Service 
 
 

to be,” NPS Director Jarvis said. “As we look 
forward to our second century of service and 
consider how national parks can connect with a 
new generation of Americans, it is only natural 
that we look to our colleagues at UC Berkeley to 
help us set a course for responsible stewardship 
that will support scientific research and benefit 
park visitors for the next 100 years.”  

In March of 1915, two Cal alumni—Stephen 
Mather, class of 1887, and his assistant Horace 
Albright, class of 1912—convened scientists, 
governmental leaders and park superintendents 
for a conference at UC Berkeley about the need 
to establish a federal agency to manage the 
growing number of national parks designated by 
Congress, and to promote the development of 
future parks. 

Mather and Albright led discussions on then-
progressive concepts such as development of in-
park lodging to connect people with the parks—
arguably the country’s first ecotourism; 
stewardship of park lands; and management of 
park wildlife. A year later, Congress passed 
legislation that established the National Park 
Service. Mather and Albright went on to serve as 
the first two NPS directors, guiding the agency’s 
early development. 

 

The University of California, Berkeley, in 
partnership with the National Park Service and 
the National Geographic Society, look toward the 
2016 National Park Service centennial with 
“Science for Parks, Parks for Science: The Next 
Century,” a summit initiating the science 
emphasis of the parks celebration.  

The conference takes place March 25-27 on the 
Berkeley campus exactly a century after an 
historic conference at Cal brought together 
scientists, conservationists and park leaders to 
focus on the need for a federal agency to manage 
park science, stewardship and public 
engagement. The March 1915 gathering 
catalyzed the formation of the National Park 
Service (NPS) one year later. 

This month, scholars, conservationists and public 
officials will again converge on the campus, 
including numerous special guests. Harvard 
Research Professor and two-time Pulitzer Prize–
winner Edward O. Wilson will present the 
keynote address, “Setting Aside Half the World 
for the Rest of Life.” National Park Service 
Director Jonathan B. Jarvis and National 
Geographic Society Chief Content Officer Chris 
Johns will present opening remarks. U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell will join a 
distinguished panel for a special public program 
moderated by KQED Forum’s Michael Krasny and 
introduced by Berkeley Chancellor Nicholas Dirks. 

“The national park system and public higher 
education are two of our country’s greatest 
inventions, and when we join together in a 
scientific alliance, the benefits to society are 
enormous,” Chancellor Dirks said. 

“As visionary leaders looked to establish the 
National Park Service, they met at Berkeley to 
consider what this organization had the potential 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

If you would like additional information on 
any of the programs or events in this 
newsletter, please contact: 
 
Susan Farinelli 
NPS Office of Legislative and Congressional 
Affairs  
susan_farinellli@nps.gov 
202-208-7676 
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