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Looking Forward to the Next 100 Years 
 
It’s here! Welcome to 2016 and the beginning of our centennial year.  We look forward to celebrating with you on 
making it to this milestone and we’re excited about what the next 100 years will bring.  
 
America has changed dramatically since the birth of the National Park Service in 1916.  Our roots lie in the parks' 
majestic, often isolated natural wonders and in places that exemplify our cultural heritage, but our reach now 
extends to places difficult to imagine 100 years ago— urban centers, rural landscapes, deep oceans, and night 
skies. 
 
In our second century, we recommit to exemplary stewardship and public enjoyment of these places.  We will 
promote the contributions that national parks and our community assistance programs make to create jobs, 
strengthen local economies, and support ecosystem services.  We will use the collective power of the parks, our 
historic preservation programs, and community assistance programs to expand our contributions to society in the 
next century. 
 
However, to do this we realize that to be America’s best we must invite new audiences, share the difficult stores, 
and meet the needs of an ever evolving society.  This can be done by harnessing our own diversity and creating a 

 

 
The Martin Luther King, Jr Memorial in Washington, DC.  

Diversity continued on page3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSvIPznDc04
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2016                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
CONGRESSIONAL FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
CENTENNIAL CALENDAR  
 

 
JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL 

Jan 18:                                       
Fee-Free Day                        

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day of Service 

Feb 12:                                                              
National Parks 

Adventure in Theaters 
 

Feb 15:                                                              
President’s Day 

 

March 6-13:                                                              
Philadelphia 

International Flower 
Show 

 

April 16-24:                                       
Fee-Free Days                        

National Park Week 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECMEBER 

Sept 24:                                       
Fee-Free Day                        

National Public 
Lands Day 

Oct 15:                                                              
50th Anniversary of the 

National Historic 
Preservation Act 

 

Nov 11:                                       
Fee-Free Day                        
Veterans Day 

Dec TBD:                                                              
National Christmas 

Tree Lighting 
 

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST 

May 30:                                                               
Memorial Day 

June: 
America’s Great 
Outdoors Month 

 
June 4:                                                              

National Trails Day 

July 4:                                                               
Independence Day 

 

Aug 25-28:                                       
Fee-Free Days                        

National Park Service 
100th Birthday 
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Diversity continued from page 1 C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S   
J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 6  
This January we celebrate all Americans and our 
nation’s diversity. Check your local park for events or 
visit www.FindYourPark.com and search through the 
nationwide schedule. The Find Your Park calendar is 
continually being updated so keep checking back as 
new events are added every week.  
 JANUARY 5 
PIECING TOGETHER A CHANGING PLANET EXHIBIT RECEPTION 
AND CURATOR TALK 
LOWELL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, MASSACHUSETTS 
LEARN ABOUT THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE THROUGH THE 
LENS OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/LOWE 
WWW.NATIONALPARKARTEXHIBIT.COM 
 
JANUARY – APRIL  
THE FIRST 100 FOR THE NEXT 100 
TALLGRASS PRAIRIE NATIONAL PRESERVE, KANSAS 
BECOME ONE OF THE FIRST 100 TALLGRASS PRAIRIE JUNIOR 
RANGERS OF THE NEXT 100 YEARS! 
WWW.NPS.GOV/TAPR 
 
JANUARY 4-8, 16 AND 18 
CENTENNIAL FOREST 
BIG THICKET NATIONAL PRESERVE, TEXAS 
A LONGLEAF PINE SEEDLING PLANTING TO RESTORE A 300 ACRE 
LONGLEAF PINE FOREST. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/BITH 
 
JANUARY 10 - 16 
MOUNTAINS TO MAIN STREET: URBAN AMBASSADOR 
SUMMIT AND OUTREACH PROGRAM 
GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK, WYOMING 
YOUTH WILL DEVELOP LEADERSHIP AND OUTREACH SKILLS AND 
DISCOVER THE SCOPE OF THE NPS AND ITS RESOURCES. 
WWW.GTNPF.ORG/INITIATIVES/YOUTH-ENGAGEMENT-
INITIATIVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

workforce that is inclusive and participatory, which 
values the diverse ideas, experience and background 
of every individual, and empowers an innovative, 
flexible and resilient NPS to engage the 
opportunities and challenges of the future.  
Relevancy, diversity, and inclusion are pillars that are 
integral to connecting the public to our mission. 
 
Relevancy is achieved when all Americans are able to 
establish a personal connection to the NPS parks and 
programs and find meaning and value in the mission 
of the NPS. 
 
Diversity represents the practice of actively 
incorporating people of different backgrounds, 
perspectives, thoughts and beliefs through the 
organization to ensure that NPS is advantaged by the 
best thinking possible. Diversity represents the wide 
range of visible and invisible differences and 
similarities that make each of us unique. 
 
Inclusion is the practice of intentionally building a 
culture that is flexible, values diverse ideas, and 
embraces the meaningful participation of all.  
 
This month, we recognize Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
and align our centennial goals with our responsibility 
and ability to help our nation achieve its ideals of 
equality in life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
for everyone. 
 
Through the powerful places under our protection, 
along with a diverse workforce, we can connect with 
and create a new generation of park users, 
supporters, and advocates.  From here we are 
ushered into a new century of preservation and 
protection of our American heritage: our story, to be 
shared and cherished for many generations to come.  
 
For more information visit: www.nps.gov/orgs/1244 

http://findyourpark.com/find
http://findyourpark.com/find#centennial_events
http://www.nps.gov/lowe
http://www.nps.gov/lowe
http://www.nationalparkartexhibit.com/
http://www.nationalparkartexhibit.com/
http://www.nps.gov/tapr
http://www.nps.gov/tapr
http://www.nps.gov/bith
http://www.nps.gov/bith
http://www.gtnpf.org/initiatives/youth-engagement-initiative/
http://www.gtnpf.org/initiatives/youth-engagement-initiative/
http://www.nps.gov/orgs/1244/index.htm
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  2015 was full of anticipation and preparation for our centennial year. A lot has happened with wheels set in 
motion to kick off the next 100 years. Here are a few highlights: 

This past spring we launched the Find Your Park 
campaign to invite the public to explore our public 
lands. Since the campaign’s launch, the NPS has 
added between 20,000 – 45,000 new social media 
followers monthly and has garnered 2.63 billion 
public relations “impressions,” or in other words 
eyeballs on “Find Your Park” related content. In 
short, the campaign is reaching millions of people 
and introducing new audiences to our public lands. 
For more on the campaign visit: 
www.findyourpark.com 

 

A Year in Review 

From trail repairs to new wayside panels, road and bridge repairs, 
and restoring the most photographed barn in America, the 
Centennial Challenge grew a $10 million Congressional 
appropriation to $22 million for more than 100 initiatives that 
will help parks prepare for centennial visitors. 
 
For a complete list of centennial challenge projects and partners 
visit: http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/nps-centennial-
challenge-projects.htm 

Visitors and visitor spending soared in 2014 as shown by the April release of the NPS economic spending 
report.  Record numbers of visitors to national parks in 2014 translated into $29.7 billion in economic activity 
that supported nearly 277,000 jobs across the country. 

 
The John Moulton Barn on Mormon Row in 

Grand Teton National Park, WY. 

The Every Kid in a Park program invited all 4th grade students to visits parks for 
free! During the National Park Service’s centennial celebration, we want 
everyone to get to know their national parks, and are offering a special 
invitation to fourth graders and their families to discover everything that 
national parks offer. These free passes for 4th graders will introduce them, 
their classes, and families to our national treasures, places where they can run 
and play, explore and learn. For more information visit: 
www.everykidinapark.gov  

The National Park Service Centennial Act was proposed to honor the NPS Centennial. The act would 
provide new resources to help revitalize our parks, upgrade park facilities, and connect a new, diverse 
generation to the great outdoors. For more information visit: www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/nps-
centennial-act 

http://www.findyourpark.com/
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/nps-centennial-challenge-projects.htm
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/nps-centennial-challenge-projects.htm
http://nature.nps.gov/socialscience/vse.cfm
http://nature.nps.gov/socialscience/vse.cfm
https://everykidinapark.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/nps-centennial-act.htm
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/nps-centennial-act.htm


Page | 5  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Centennial Event of the Month 
 
Each month this section highlights a park or program Centennial event.  Centennial events can be small 
and intimate, such as a kids program in the local community, or grand, such as a concert or a 
naturalization ceremony.  Either way, the options are endless with more events being added to the 
calendar every day. Check the Find Your Park website calendar or your local park calendar for events 
near you. 
 

This January the national park service sites in Arkansas kicked off the Centennial celebration by 
launching the Centennial Iron Ranger Challenge. 
 
This is a year-long program that encourages visitors to “Find Your Park” and improve their health 
and fitness by completing 100 miles of physical activity over the course of the year. Participants may 
choose to hike, bike, paddle, walk, run, or roll 100 miles in any or all of the national park sites in 
Arkansas. Visitors who complete 100 miles of activity will receive a certificate and a commemorative 
patch to recognize their accomplishment, but the real reward will be experiencing the parks and the 
many benefits of physical recreation.  Arkansas national park sites include: 
 

• Arkansas Post National Memorial 
• Buffalo National River 
• Fort Smith National Historic Site 
• Hot Springs National Park 
• Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site 
• Pea Ridge National Military Park 
• President William Jefferson Clinton Birthplace Home National Historic Site 
• Trail of Tears National Historical Trail 

For more information and the register for the Centennial Iron Ranger Challenge of 2016 go to 
www.ironranger2016ar.org or the Iron Ranger Challenge facebook page. 
  

 

Iron Ranger Challenge 

http://findyourpark.com/find
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/event-search.htm
http://www.nps.gov/arpo/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/buff/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fosm/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/hosp/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/chsc/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/peri/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/wicl/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/trte/index.htm
http://www.ironranger2016ar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Iron-Ranger-Challenge-1590266401239202/
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 F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N …  

Who else is a Congressional Friend of the National Park Service Centennial? You can find a full list of     
Friends on the NPS Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs and the NPS Centennial websites.  Know 
a colleague who may be interested?  See our contact below: 

 
Susan Farinelli 
NPS Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs  
susan_farinelli@nps.gov 
202-208-7676 
www.nps.gov/legal 

 

Follow Us! 
 

                     

Nearly $800,000 Goes to Fund Arts Projects in National Parks 

 

“Imagine Your Parks” grants support art projects 
that encourage the creation of and greater public 
engagement with art about the National Park 
System. The funding encourages partnerships with 
park areas or programs.  “Imagine Your Parks” also 
supports projects that promote public engagement 
in urban environments, or that engage younger 
generations with the National Park System. Projects 
may take place at and around the National Park 
System, or may take place elsewhere in the United 
States with a focus on the work and mission of the 
National Park Service. 

America’s national parks have inspired artists for generations. As the National Endowment for the Arts and 
the National Park Service commemorate milestone anniversaries in 2015 and 2016, the NEA will award 
$797,500 to support 33 projects to a special grant initiative called “Imagine Your Parks”, which encourages 
the American public to celebrate the arts at national parks around the country. 

“Imagine Your Parks” grants are awarded through the NEA Art Works grant category to projects in which the 
arts engage people with memorable places and landscapes of the National Park System. The National Park 
System includes not only national parks, but also national historic sites, trails, rivers, seashores, landmarks 
and national monuments, heritage areas, preserves, battlefields, recreation areas, and more. 

 

The 33 projects range from a traditional Tlingit Song Writing Workshop with Alaskan students at Glacier 
Bay National Park, to the Native American Composer Apprentice Project at the Grand Canyon Music 
Festival, to a special symphony series in St. Louis, Mo., Berkeley, Calif., and Washington, D.C., blending 
music composition and national park imagery and engaging students in creative workshops inspired by the 
piece.  A full list of the grants is available on the NEA website here. 

Information about arts programs in parks can be found online here: www.nps.gov/subjects/arts. 

 

An artist at Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens in 
Washington, D.C. 

http://www.nps.gov/legal/
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/centennial-partners.htm
mailto:susan_farinelli@nps.gov
https://twitter.com/natlparkservice
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalParkService
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-park-service
https://www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice
https://www.arts.gov/news/2015/27-million-awarded-arts-projects
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/arts/index.htm

