
Page | 1  
 

                                 

CONGRESSIONAL FRIENDS  
OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
CENTENNIAL NEWSLETTER 
 December 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Spirit of the Season 
 
As the holidays approach, many of us find ourselves caught up in a whirlwind of activities: shopping, cooking, 
decorating, and the myriad other things we do as we prepare to celebrate with family and friends. However, 
the season’s pressures to be everywhere at once and check all the boxes off our lists can also create stress. 
News articles and websites bombard us with everything from “quick tips” to homeopathic remedies to curb 
the resulting anxiety, but sometimes the best – and simplest – cure for stress is to remove ourselves from the 
source and head outside.  
 
Naturalist John Muir, whose advocacy for special places inspired the modern conservation movement and 
the National Park Service, understood very well the healing power of the outdoors.  In Our National Parks, 
written in 1901, Muir offered this advice: 
 

America’s 409 national parks offer the opportunity to reconnect with nature, learn about our past, and feel 
the sense of renewal so eloquently described by Muir.  This holiday season, we encourage you to experience 
all of this for yourself.  If you don’t live close to a national park, consider other ways you might find your park 
– maybe it’s a local garden or museum that you enjoy visiting. However you choose to find your park, we 
look forward to celebrating with you in 2016.     
 

From all of us at the National Park Service, Happy Holidays! 
 

 

Walk away quietly in any direction and 
taste the freedom of the mountaineer. 
Camp out among the grasses and gentians 
of glacial meadows, in craggy garden 
nooks full of nature’s darlings. Climb the 
mountains and get their good tidings, 
Nature’s peace will flow into you as 
sunshine flows into trees. The winds will 
blow their own freshness into you and the 
storms their energy, while cares will drop 
off like autumn leaves. As age comes on, 
one source of enjoyment after another is 
closed, but nature’s sources never fail.  
 The National Christmas Tree Lighting at President’s Park in Washington, DC. 
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99 Ways continued from page 1 C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S   
D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5  
This December we celebrate the season as we prepare to enter the National Park Service’s Centennial year. 
Check your local park for events or visit www.FindYourPark.com and search through the nationwide schedule. 
The Find Your Park calendar is continually being updated so keep checking back as new events are added 
every week.  
 DECEMBER 5 
WINTER BIRDING BONANZA 
CUMBERLAND GAP NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, VIRGINIA 
JOIN PARK STAFF FOR A STROLL ALONG THE STREAM AND 
FOREST EDGE TO SEE WINTER BIRDS. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/CUGA 
 
DECEMBER 11 
NIGHT WALK 
SAGUARO NATIONAL PARK 
ARIZONA 
JOIN A PARK NATURALIST FOR THIS EASY TWO-HOUR HIKE TO 
EXPLORE AND EXPERIENCE THE SONORAN DESERT AT NIGHT. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/SAGU 
 
DECEMBER 12-13 
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
NEW YORK 
JOIN THE PARK AND ITS PARTNERS FOR THE ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION OF A CLASSIC CHRISTMAS FILM. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/WORI 
 
DECEMBER 13 
PLUM ORCHARD CHRISTMAS TOUR 
CUMBERLAND ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE 
GEORGIA 
VISITORS CAN EXPERIENCE A VICTORIAN CELEBRATION IN THE 
HISTORIC PLUM ORCHARD MANSION. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/CUIS 
 

DECEMBER 12 
A WASHINGTON FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
GEORGE WASHINGTON BIRTHPLACE NATIONAL MONUMENT 
VIRGINIA 
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS LIKE THE WASHINGTON FAMILY WOULD 
HAVE IN THE 18TH CENTURY. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/GEWA 
 
DECEMBER 13 
TREK TO THE TREE 
SEQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARK 
CALIFORNIA 
VISIT THE ANCIENT SEQUOIA DUBBED “THE NATION’S CHRISTMAS 
TREE.” SPONSORED BY THE SANGER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
WWW.VISITSEQUOIA.COM 
 
DECEMBER 18-19 
CANDLE LANTERN TOURS 
FORT PULASKI NATIONAL MONUMENT 
GEORGIA 
COMMEMORATE THE 154TH ANNIVERSARY OF THIS SAVANNAH 
HOLIDAY TRADITION. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/FOPU 
 
JANUARY 1, 2016 
ROSE PARADE 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 
KICK OFF OUR CENTENNIAL YEAR WITH A PARADE! THE THEME 
THIS YEAR “FIND YOUR ADVENTURE” IS ALL NPS. 
WWW.TOURNAMENTOFROSES.COM/ROSE-PARADE/THEME-
GRAND-MARSHAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://findyourpark.com/find
http://findyourpark.com/find#centennial_events
http://www.nps.gov/cuga
http://www.nps.gov/cuga
http://www.nps.gov/cuis
http://www.nps.gov/gewa
http://www.visitsequoia.com/
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In honor of the National Park Service Centennial, 
the theme of the 2016 Rose Parade is “Find Your 
Adventure,” a nod to the Centennial theme “Find 
Your Park.”  The Grand Marshal will be Ken 
Burns, an award-winning filmmaker noted for his 
documentaries, including 2009’s The National 
Parks: America’s Best Idea, which won Emmy 
Awards for “Outstanding Nonfiction Series” and 
“Outstanding Writing for Nonfiction 
Programming.”  
 
“Ken Burns is a legendary figure and a great fit for 
this year’s Rose Parade theme, ‘Find Your 
Adventure,’” said Tournament of Roses President 
Mike Matthiessen.  “We’re so honored to have 
someone like Ken, who has devoted his life to 
telling the story of America, lead the Rose Parade 
– America’s New Year Celebration – that provides 
hope and joy to millions of people around the 
world.” 
 

The Rose Parade is a treasured tradition that attracts millions of television viewers annually around the 
world.  Rose Parade float designers will be encouraged to use the National Park Service’s natural, 
cultural, and historic sites and cultural programs as inspiration for their floral masterpieces.  “As 
proponents of the American spirit, the Tournament of Roses encourages people to find beauty in the 

 
Ken Burns, award-winning filmmaker, is the 2016 Grand Marshal 

of the Rose Parade. 

Everything’s Coming Up Roses! 
“Find Your Adventure” is theme of 127th Annual Rose Parade 

 

landscape that builds the backdrop of their 
lives,” said Matthiessen.  “By teaming up 
with the National Park Service, we hope to 
illuminate how communities across the 
country can uncover enriching 
adventures.” 
 
Be sure to watch as the parade kicks off on 
Friday, January 1, 2016, at 8:00 a.m., PST.  
 
Planning to attend in person?  Share your 
experiences with us on social media using 
the hashtags: 
 
#FindYourPark and #FindYourAdventure. 
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National Park Servic  

On Thursday, November 19, the U.S. Mint unveiled the designs for a three-coin commemorative series that 
will honor the centennial of the National Park Service.  The coin designs, featured below, will be available to 
purchase in early 2016 from the Mint’s website as well as in park bookstores and gift shops.  A portion of the 
sales revenue will go to the National Park Foundation to be used for projects and programs that help 
preserve and protect resources under the stewardship of the National Park Service. 

National Park Service Centennial Coin Series Announced 

Public Law 113-291 authorizes a three-coin program of $5 gold, $1 silver and half-dollar clad coins with designs 
emblematic of the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service.  Pricing for the National Park Service 
Commemorative Coins will include surcharges—$35 for each gold coin, $10 for each silver coin, and $5 for 
each half-dollar clad coin—which are authorized to be paid to the National Park Foundation. 

 
From left: Alexa Viets, NPS Centennial Coordinator; Treasurer of the United 
States Rosie Rios; Park Ranger Rivka Zuares; NPS Director Jon Jarvis; Rep. 
Erik Paulsen (R-MN-3); Donnie Jack, the Scottish Government Counsellor for 
the Americas from the British Embassy; and National Park Foundation 
President Will Shafroth at the unveiling ceremony. 

 

 

 

 
“Heads or tails, this Centennial commemorative 
coin helps to honor the National Park Service’s 
first century of service to protect, preserve, and 
share some of our nation’s greatest natural 
resources, culture and history,” said National 
Park Service Director Jon Jarvis.  “The coins will 
be a fun centennial collectible, and the proceeds 
will contribute to our second century of service 
to the American people.” 
 
The United States Mint will announce the coins’ 
release date and additional pricing information 
prior to their release in 2016. The 
commemorative coin is one of many incredible 
ways to celebrate the 2016 centennial. Find out 
more at www.findyourpark.com.  
 
 

http://www.findyourpark.com/
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In 2016 the quilts will visit the following national park sites: 
January – Joshua Tree National Park, CA 
February – Saguaro National Park, AZ 
March – Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, HI 
April – Statue of Liberty National Monument, NY 
May – Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts, VA 
June – Wind Cave National Park, SD 
July – Mount Rushmore National Memorial, SD 
August – Glacier National Park, MT 
September – Rocky Mountain National Park, CO 
October – Shenandoah National Park, VA 
November – Everglades National Park, FL 
December – Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, MO 
 

For more information, please visit www.nps.gov/home 
 
 
 
  

Centennial Event of the Month 
 
Each month this section highlights a park or program Centennial event.  Centennial events can be small 
and intimate, such as a kids program in the local community, or grand, such as a concert or a 
naturalization ceremony.  Either way, the options are endless with more events being added to the 
calendar every day. Check the Find Your Park website calendar or your local park calendar for events 
near you. 
 

Inspired by the centennial of 
the National Park Service, 
Nebraska artists selected 13 
National Parks as inspiration for 
a traveling collection of quilts.  
Homestead National 
Monument of America, located 
in Beatrice, Nebraska, will 
display the quilts December 1-
27, with a reception on 
December 6 at 2:00 p.m.     
 
The quilts were created by Fiber 
Works, a group of textile artists 
from the Lincoln-Omaha area.  
The designs of the quilts, along 
with statements from the 
artists, can be viewed here.  

 
A collage of the centennial quilt collection at Homestead National 

Monument of America. 

The National Parks…in Quilts! 

“The sheer enormity of the 
project and the vision to carry 
it out was an incredible feat.” 
 
- Peg Pennell, artist 

 
 

http://www.nps.gov/home
http://findyourpark.com/find
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/event-search.htm
http://www.nps.gov/home
http://www.nps.gov/home
http://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=750B53C2-155D-9421-1F223CA787711023
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trails. When complete, the full East Rim Trail system will measure nearly 10 miles and connect to a system of 
bike trails over 100 miles long. This first 2.3-mile section of the East Rim Trail system gives mountain bikers, 
hikers, and runners a challenging new trail to explore. Designed to follow the natural topography of the 
valley, the trail passes through dense woodlands and open meadows. 

To learn more and see photos of the East Rim Trail, visit www.nps.gov/cuva or 
www.conservancyforcvnp.org/eastrim. 

For a complete list of centennial challenge projects and partners please 
visit www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/nps-centennial-challenge-projects.htm 

 F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N …  

Who else is a Congressional Friend of the National Park Service Centennial? You can find a full list of     
Friends on the NPS Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs and the NPS Centennial websites.  Know 
a colleague who may be interested?  See our contact below: 

 
Susan Farinelli 
NPS Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs  
susan_farinelli@nps.gov 
202-208-7676 
www.nps.gov/legal 

 

Follow Us! 
 

                     

Centennial Challenge Success 
 
From trail repairs to new wayside interpretive panels, road and bridge repairs and restoring the most 
photographed barn in America, the National Park Service is using the Centennial Challenge Project to help 
parks prepare for centennial visitors.  In 2015, the National Park Service received a $10 million Congressional 
appropriation that was matched with $15.9 million from more than 90 partner organizations. The 106 
projects, located at more than 100 parks in 31 states and the District of Columbia, are designed to improve 
visitor services, support outreach to new audiences, and leverage partnerships to reinvigorate national parks 

 

while forging connections with communities. 

Among the projects funded with these grants, 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, with $183,403 of 
federal funds and $198,687 from the Conservancy 
for Cuyahoga Valley National Park, recently 
completed the first phase of the park’s first off-road, 
single-track bicycle and hike trail. The East Rim Trail, 
a 21st century recreation opportunity, became part 
of a network of major regional long-distance bicycle 
and hiking trails. 

Cuyahoga Valley National Park is now one of the few 
national parks in the country with mountain bike 

http://www.nps.gov/cuva
http://www.conservancyforcvnp.org/eastrim
http://www.nps.gov/legal/
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/centennial-partners.htm
mailto:susan_farinelli@nps.gov
https://twitter.com/natlparkservice
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalParkService
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-park-service
https://www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice

