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Recess!!! 
 
The time we have all been waiting for when we can run outside and play! This August we look forward to 
seeing you out in our National Parks.  While you are out and about, you may notice the next stage of the 
Find Your Park media campaign front and center with some exciting mash-ups that are being displayed 
throughout the country.  We hope they will inspire and engage new audiences to explore the wide range 
of sites that make up the NPS. Take a look at a few: 

 
 
  

RECESS continued on page 3 

  

Some parks take us back to the birth of our nation. 
Others, to the dawn of time itself. 

Some parks protect America’s highest peaks. 
Others honor those who walked a higher path. 

http://findyourpark.com/
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99 Ways continued from page 1 C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S   
A U G U S T  2 0 1 5  
 
August is our Anniversary month. Check your local park for events around this theme or visit 
FindYourPark.com and search through the nationwide schedule. The Find Your Park calendar is continually 
being updated so keep checking back as new events are added every week.  
 AUGUST 1-15 
FREE GUIDED KAYAK TOURS 
BIGHORN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA, WY 
LEARN HOW TO PADDLE ON BIGHORN LAKE! 
WWW.NPS.GOV/BICA 
 
AUGUST 12 
SHOOTING STAR SPECTACULAR 
CUMBERLAND GAP NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, KY, TN, 
VA 
VIEW THE FAMOUS PERSIED METEOR SHOWER AT HENSLEY 
SETTLEMENT. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/CUGA/INDEX.HTM 
 
AUGUST 1-31 
CRANES TO HIROSHIMA 
WAR IN THE PACIFIC NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, GUAM 
AMERICAN MEMORIAL PARK, NORTHERN MARIANA 
ISLANDS 
LOCAL STUDENTS WILL CREATE 1000 ORIGAMI PAPER 
CRANES TO SEND TO THE HIROSHIMA PEACE MEMORIAL 
PARK IN JAPAN. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/WAPA 
WWW.NPS.GOV/AMME 
 
AUGUST 22 
WHISKEYTOWN NRA 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
WHISKEYTOWN NATIONAL RECREATION AREA, CA 
COMMEMORATION, SPEAKERS, AND A FLOATING CANDLE 
LUMINARY EVENT ON THE LAKE. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/WHIS 

AUGUST 25 
FOUNDERS DAY 
ALL PARKS 
SHARE IN THE CELEBRATION OF OUR 99TH BIRTHDAY. CHECK 
OUT THE 99 WAYS YOU CAN JOIN IN THE PARTY. 
FEE FREE DAY!  
WWW.NPS.GOV 
 
AUGUST 25 
FOUNDERS DAY AT THE BATTLEFIELD 
RICHMOND NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD PARK, VA 
LEARN ABOUT THE PARK’S CONSERVATION AND PRESERVATION 
WORK.  
WWW.NPS.GOV/RICH 
 
AUGUST 27 
JOHN MUIR: UNIVERSITY OF THE WILDERNESS 
FORT LARAMIE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, WY 
A NARRATIVE CONCERT CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF THE FATHER 
OF THE CONSERVATION MOVEMENT. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/FOLA 
 
AUGUST 28-30 
CENTENNIAL BIKE RIDE 
JIMMY CARTER NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, GA 
ANDERSONVILLE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, GA 
GO FOR A RIDE AND VISIT THE SITES IN SUMTER COUNTY TO 
CELEBRATE THE CENTENNIAL. 
WWW.NPS.GOV/JICA 
WWW.NPS.GOV/ANDE 
 

 

http://findyourpark.com/find
http://www.nps.gov/bica/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/cuga/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/wapa/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/amme/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/whis/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/feefreeparks.htm
http://www.nps.gov/rich/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fola/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/jica
http://www.nps.gov/ande
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RECESS continued from page 1 

RECESS continued on page 7 

Some parks offer breathtaking views. 
Others will change your perspective. 

There are parks everyone should see some day,  
and a few you could stop by this afternoon. 
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were administered by the War 
Department and the Forest 
Service of the Department of 
Agriculture.  No single agency 
provided unified management of 
the varied federal parklands. 

On August 25, 1916, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed the act 
creating the National Park 
Service, a new federal bureau in 
the Department of the Interior 
responsible for protecting the 35 
national parks and monuments 
then managed by the 
department and those yet to be 
established.  This "Organic Act" 
states that "the Service thus 
established shall promote and 
regulate the use of the Federal 

areas known as national parks, monuments and reservations…by such means and measures as conform to 
the fundamental purpose of the said parks, monuments and reservations, which purpose is to conserve 
the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment 
of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future 
generations." 

An Executive Order in 1933 transferred 56 national monuments and military sites from the Forest Service 
and the War Department to the National Park Service.  This action was a major step in the development of 
today's truly national system of parks—a system that includes areas of historical as well as scenic and 

 
White House letter to Stephen Mather after the President signed the Organic Act 

creating the National Park Service on August 25, 1916. 

Founders Day 
The Story of How the National Park Service Came To Be What We Are Today 
 
It all began on April 20, 1832, when Hot Springs National Park was set aside by Congress as a federal 
reserve.  But it wasn’t until the Act of March 1, 1872, when Congress established Yellowstone National 
Park in the Territories of Montana and Wyoming "as a public park or pleasuring-ground for the benefit 
and enjoyment of the people" and placed it "under exclusive control of the Secretary of the Interior” that 
the idea of preserving our nation’s landscapes really took hold.  It was the founding of Yellowstone 
National Park that really began a worldwide national park movement.  Today more than 100 nations 
contain some 1,200 national parks or equivalent preserves. 

In the years following the establishment of Yellowstone, the United States authorized additional national 
parks and monuments, many of them carved from the federal lands of the West.  These, also, were 
administered by the Department of the Interior, while other monuments and natural and historical areas 

http://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/anps/anps_1i.htm
http://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/anps/anps_3b.htm
http://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/anps/anps_1c.htm
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  scientific importance.  

Congress declared in 
the General Authorities Act 
of 1970 "that the National 
Park System, which began 
with the establishment of 
Yellowstone National Park in 
1872, has since grown to 
include superlative natural, 
historic, and recreation areas 
in every region…and that it is 
the purpose of this Act to 
include all such areas in the 
System…." 

The National Park System of 
the United States now 
comprises more than 400 
areas covering more than 84 
million acres in 50 states, the 

District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, Saipan, and the Virgin Islands.  These areas 
are of such national significance as to justify special recognition and protection in accordance with 
various acts of Congress. 

Additions to the National Park System are now generally made through acts of Congress.  But the 
President has authority, under the Antiquities Act of 1906, to proclaim national monuments on lands 
already under federal jurisdiction.  The Secretary of the Interior is usually asked by Congress for 
recommendations on proposed additions to the System.  The Secretary is counseled by the National 
Park System Advisory Board, composed of private citizens, which advises on possible additions to the 
System and policies for its management. 

The National Park Service still strives to meet its original goals, while filling many other roles as well: 
guardian of our diverse cultural and recreational resources; environmental advocate; partner in 
community revitalization, world leader in the parks and preservation community; and pioneer in the 
drive to protect America's open space. 

Today more than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 408 national parks and 
work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home 
recreational opportunities. The Centennial of the NPS is coming up in 2016 and with it an opportunity 
to celebrate the rich natural and cultural system that has been built over the past century. The 
National Park System reflects our American heritage along with preserving our most spectacular 
landscapes. What better reason to celebrate and use the opportunity to look towards the future of 
sharing America’s Best Idea with generations to come.  Learn more at www.nps.gov. 

 

 
Visitors to Yellowstone National Park, 1916. 

http://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/anps/anps_7a.htm
http://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/anps/anps_7a.htm
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/anps/anps_1g.htm
http://www.nps.gov/communities/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/
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of liberty for a diverse audience.   
 
One of the earliest steps toward American independence was the gathering of Bostonians under a large 
elm tree to protest the Stamp Act in 1765. To commemorate this historic event, on August 14, 
community partners will carry illuminated Liberty Tree lanterns from various places in the city to Liberty 
Tree Plaza at the corner of Washington and Essex Streets.  Digital projections of images and quotes 
displayed in the plaza will provide context and emphasize the importance of democracy and civic 
dialogue.   
 
This event will gather individuals and under-represented youth groups together to explore the meaning 
of liberty from the American Revolution to the present, and to discuss the importance of cultural 
stewardship.  It is made possible with support from the Boston National Historical Park, Eastern 
National, and is supported in part by a grant from the Boston Cultural Council, a local agency which is 
funded by the Massachusetts Cultural Council.  For more information visit www.nps.gov/bost. 

 

 

In preparation for the upcoming 
NPS Centennial and to 
commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of events that led 
to the American Revolution, 
Boston National Historical Park 
is rolling out programs and 
events designed to bring the 
War for Independence and its 
themes of justice, citizenship, 
and democracy to a new 
audience of park-goers.  “Rev 
up! Learning from the 
Revolution”, a partnership 
event, will mark the 250th 
anniversary of the designation 
of Boston’s Liberty Tree as a 
symbol of political debate and 
engage with contemporary 
discussions about the meaning 

Preparing for the NPS Centennial at the “Cradle of Liberty” 
 

Centennial Event of the Month 
 
Each month this section highlights a park or program Centennial event.  Centennial events can be small 
and intimate such as a kids program in the local community or grand such as a concert or naturalization 
ceremony.  Either way, the options are endless with more events being added to the calendar every day. 
Check the Find Your Park website calendar or your local park calendar for events near you. 
 

Liberty Tree Lantern 

http://www.nps.gov/bost/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/bost/index.htm
http://findyourpark.com/find
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/event-search.htm
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY) on a visit to 
Mammoth Cave National Park. 

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL-23) on a 
visit to Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. 

RECESS continued from page 3 

Rep. Will Hurd (R-TX-23) on a visit to Big Bend National Park. 

Rep. Terri Sewell (D-AL-7) on a visit to the Selma to Montgomery 
National Historic Trail.  

Lots of members are getting out there and exploring what the NPS has to offer. Take a look at a few visits 
from this summer: 
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 F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N …  

Who else is a Congressional Friend of the National Park Service Centennial? You can find a full list of     
Friends on the National Park Service Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs website.  Know a 
colleague who may be interested?  See our contact below: 

 
Susan Farinelli 
NPS Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs  
susan_farinelli@nps.gov 
202-208-7676 

 

Follow Us! 
 

                       

Diving With a Purpose 
Diving With a Purpose (DWP), is a program that creates trained volunteer marine advocates to assist in 
the stewardship of heritage assets in National Parks and National Marine Sanctuaries and introduces 
young people to maritime-linked careers.  The National Park Service has partnered with DWP, the 
National Association of Black Scuba Divers (NABS), and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA’s) National Marine Sanctuaries on the program. 

DWP was born in Biscayne National Park in 2003 to build a team of trained avocational underwater 
archaeologists to assist Biscayne National Park in managing its submerged heritage sites and in the 
search for the resting place of the slave ship Guerrero, lost in 1827 and still not located.  

In its first year DWP trained five NABS divers. Soon after, DWP began to work with the nearby Florida 
Keys National Marine Sanctuary, then other NPS and NOAA sites. Since it began, DWP has trained more 
than 100 people who have documented 14 shipwrecks and contributed more than 15,000 hours in 
Biscayne National Park and in National Marine Sanctuaries, and other NPS units. Its Youth Diving With a 

Purpose program began in 2013 and has 
involved 25 young people as underwater 
archaeology advocates. The program was 
recognized as a Preserve America Steward by 
First Lady Michelle Obama in 2014.  DWP was 
also recently awarded the Chairman’s Award 
for Achievement in Historic Preservation by 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. 

DWP volunteers now work across the nation 
and occasionally internationally, and with the 
Department of State and Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African American History 
and Culture (NMAAHC), as well as its original 
federal partners. Both the program and its 
volunteer efforts are growing exponentially.   

http://www.nps.gov/legal/
mailto:susan_farinelli@nps.gov
https://twitter.com/natlparkservice
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalParkService
https://instagram.com/nationalparkservice/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice
http://www.divingwithapurpose.org/index.html
http://www.nabsdivers.org/
http://www.nps.gov/bisc/index.htm

