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National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, record those historic properties to be demolished or substantially altered
as a result of agency action or assisted action (referred to as mitigation projects). Finally, individuals, university classes,
and organizations prepare documentation to HALS standards and donate the documentation to the program.

The HABS/HAER/HALS collection constitutes the nation's largest archive of historic architectural, engineering, and
landscape documentation. It is distinguished in its national scope, consistent format, archival stability, and continued
growth. Records on over 40,000 historic sites are maintained in a special collection in the Prints and Photographs Division
of the Library of Congress and are available to the public copyright free in both hard copy (in the Library of Congress) and
digital (via the Web) formats (www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/). It works like a most internet searches — you may be
broad or specific to increase or decrease the search results. A search for Tucson area HALS documentation may be as
simple as "HALS Arizona,” "HALS Pima County," or “HALS Tucson.” Tip — Check the “Surveys Only" box to group the
search results by HALS survey vs. individual records.

DOCUMENTING HISTORIC LANDSCAPES FOR HALS

The Secretary of the Intenior's Standards and Guidelines for Architectural and Engineering Documentation define the
products acceptable for inclusion in the HALS collections in the Library of Congress as measured and interpretive
drawings, large-format black and white photographs, and written histories (www.nps.gov/hdp/standards/standards.htm)."
They require that the documentation captures the significance of the site or landscape; is accurate and verifiable; has
archival stability; and is clear and concise.

Standardization of format is one of the highlights of HALS, and the HALS Guidelines provide advice and technical
information on meeting the standards (www.nps.gov/hdp/standards/halsguidelines.htm). Most importantly, they outline an
approach to historic landscapes that helps ensure the documentation will meet the Secretary's Standards while creating a
comprehensive understanding of the site or structure. They also provide recommendations on research methods and
report organization, line weight and sheet layout, photographic paper and negative preparation, and the disposition of field
notes.

HALS documentation should be coordinated in advance with the HALS office (Chris Stevens, Acting Chief, Historic
American Landscapes Survey, 202-354-2146, Chris_Stevensy@nps.gov). The office will assign documented landscapes
with a HALS state number after draft review.

Processing and TransmittaP

Once completed, histories, drawings, and/or photographs are submitted to the HALS office, along with completed Release
and Assignment Forms, where they will be scheduled for transmittal to the Library of Congress. The Library then
processes these documents, and assigns a digital identification number. Visitors may search the Library's website
(www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/) for documentation projects of interest.

Written Histories?
There are two formats that may be used for HALS history documentation. Critical need, time, and resources will all factor
into your decision of which format to use.

' The Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Architectural and Engineering Documentation were prepared before the
formation of HALS, but all rules and regulations also apply to HALS landscape documentation.

2 After the HALS office transmits documentation records to the Library of Congress, the Library archives the
documentation and makes it available to the public.

3 Excerpted from the Historic American Landscapes Survey Guidelines for Historical Reports. Prepared for U.S.
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering
Record/Historic American Landscape Survey. Prepared by Judith Helm Robinson, Noel D. Vernon, and Catherine C.
Lavoie. January 2005 (revised July 2005). www.nps.gov/hdp/standards/halsguidelines.htm
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1. Standard Format

The standard format is a long historical narrative and descriptive report that is prepared using the
standard HALS outline format, but must otherwise be prepared as an original document. It is divided into
five sections: the Identification Information, Historical Information, Descriptive Information, Sources of
Information, and Project Information. The standard form also should include supporting graphics with
captions.

Project Examples:

Aquatic Park, HALS CA-113, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ca4182/

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, HALS MO-6, www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/item/mo2064/
John Bartram House and Garden, HALS PA-1, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/PA3904

Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery & Memorial, HALS US-2, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/us0005/
Tidal Basin, HALS DC-59, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/dc1199/

2. Short Format

The short format was devised for situations in which detailed information is unnecessary, unavailable, or
when time or funding is limited. It is also prepared as an original document. The written history section of
the short format is generally a one-to-twenty-page distillation of the standard outline format. The short
form also may include supporting graphics with captions.

Project Examples:

Gaiety Hollow, HALS OR-5, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/or0613/

Golden Gate Park, Heroes' Grove and Gold Star Mothers' Memorial Boulder, HALS CA-49-B,
www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ca4343/

Lee Park HALS VA-78, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/va2308/

Lincoln Park, Lily Pool, HALS IL-15-A, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/il1021/

Sutter's Fort State Historic Park, HALS CA-130, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ca4258/

Guidelines for preparing Standard and Short format HALS history documentation are provided on the NPS website under
(www.nps.gov/hdp/standards/halsguidelines.htm). The HALS History Guidelines provides instructions for the Standard
Format in Section 2 (page 9) and forthe Short Format in Section 2 (page 22). HALS has a digital HALS Short Format History
Template (MS Word) with tips and instructions also available at this website.

The standard reference guides used by HALS are the Chicago Manual of Style and Kate L. Turabian's A Manual for Writers
(most recent editions). Grammar and punctuation, bibliographic references, footnotes/endnotes, etc., should all conform to
this manual. Additions and exceptions to these grammar and punctuation standards & matters of style germane to
architectural, landscape, and technical subject matter are contained below. Above all, it is important to be consistent.

Blank copies of the Release and Assignment Form are provided on page 3 of this template as well as in Appendix A of the
HALS History Guidelines. Completed Release and Assignment Form(s) must accompany all donated HALS histories to
cover the history and each accompanying report graphics, if any. Alternatively, you may demonstrate that graphics are in
the public domain. Materials must be copyright-free to be included within the Library of Congress collection. If copyright
releases cannot be obtained for graphics, the graphics may still be referenced and described in the text with their repository
source cited. A thoroughly written analysis may be even more useful to readers than a copy of a reproduced photograph
itself.

Measured and Interpretive Drawings*

4 Excerpted from the Historic American Landscapes Survey Guidelines for Drawings. Prepared for U.S. Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record/Historic
American Landscapes Survey. Prepared by The Jaeger Company. May 18, 2004 (revised July 2005).
www.nps.gov/hdp/standards/halsguidelines.htm
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review. They are now assessed on a routine basis.
HALS OPPORTUNITIES

Internships

Internship opportunities are often available each summer for teams of students and interested professionals in landscape
architecture, architecture, and architectural history. Please refer to the following websites:
www.nps.gov/hdp/jobs/summer.htm and www.USAJobs.gov. Guided by HALS documentation specialists, the participants
prepare HALS documentation for significant historic landscapes nationwide. Through its existing documentation
programs, HABS, HAER, and HALS have educated thousands of professionals over the past 80 years. In 2013, 2015,
and 2016, HALS even documented historic American Cemeteries in Europe. You may view virtual tours of the on the
HABS/HAER/HALS Exhibits Page: www.nps.gov/hdp/exhibits.htm

Peterson Prize

The Peterson Prize competition annually recognizes the best set of measured drawings prepared to Heritage
Documentation Programs (HABS/HAER/HALS) standards and donated to HDP by students. The prize is supported by the
National Park Service's Heritage Documentation Programs (HDP), The Athenaeum of Philadelphia, the American Institute
of Architects (AlA), and the Association for Preservation Technology International (APT). The prize honors Charles E.
Peterson, FAIA, founder of the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), and is intended to increase awareness,
knowledge, and appreciation of historic buildings, structures, and cultural landscapes throughout the United States while
adding to the permanent HABS/HAER/HALS Collection of measured drawings at the Library of Congress.

To date, more than 3,000 students from 75 colleges and universities have participated by completing more than 500
entries and almost 6,800 sheets of measured drawings. The students have worked alone and in groups, in required
courses, electives, independent study and summer institutes. They have been, for the most part, architecture students in
addition to architectural history, interior design, and American studies majors. Cash prizes and certificates are awarded to
first, second, and third place winners. All prizes are awarded at the discretion of the jury. Please refer to the following
website for more information: www.nps.gov/hdp/competitions/peterson.htm

Holland Prize

The Leicester B. Holland Prize is an annual competition that recognizes the best single sheet measured drawing of an
historic building, site, or structure prepared by an individual(s) to the standards of the Historic American Buildings Survey
(HABS), Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), or the Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS). The prize
is supported by the Paul Rudolph Trust, the American Institute of Architects (AlA), and the Center for Architecture, Design
& Engineering at the Library of Congress, and is administered by the Heritage Documentation Programs of the National
Park Service (HABS/HAER/HALS). The prize honors Leicester B. Holland (1882-1952), FAIA, chairman of the AlA’s
Committee on Historic Buildings, head of the Fine Arts Division of the Library of Congress and first curator of the HABS
collection, a co-founder of the HABS program in the 1930s, and the first chair of the HABS Advisory Board.

By requiring only a single sheet, the competition challenges the delineator to capture the essence of the site through the
presentation of key features that reflect its historic and its architectural, landscape architectural or engineering
significance. The Holland Prize competition is open to all those interested, regardless of experience or professional
background. The winner will receive a cash prize and a certificate of recognition. Preservation Architect, the online
newsletter of the American Institute of Architects Historic Resources Committee, will publish the winning drawing. Merit
awards may also be given. Please refer to the following website for more information:
www.nps.gov/hdp/competitions/holland.htm

HALS Challenge

Each year the HALS office sponsors the HALS Challenge competition to encourage people around the country to
complete and submit a short format history for historic landscape(s) of their choice that fit the annual theme. A new theme
is selected each year as a means of stimulating interest and focusing on various pertinent topics including sites of
importance to under-represented communities to ensure that the Challenge is inclusive. The American Society of
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