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Lake Brooks Fisheries Research District 
A Brief History 

Katmai National Park 
and Preserve 

Scientifcally Informed Fisheries Management 
The Lake Brooks Fisheries Research District served as headquarters 
for the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) fsheries investigations in the 
Bristol Bay Region. In 1939, US Congress tasked FWS with the Bristol 
Bay Investigation (BBI) to study salmon and investigate the impact of 
internatuinal fshing on the resource. 

The Bristol Bay Investgation established the scientifc basis for current 
management practices that rely on strict escapement quotas and 
contributed to an international treaty on fshing in the North Pacifc. 

The district played a signifcant role in developing the management 
of a sustainable wild natural resource that is the economic backbone 
of coastal communities in the region and the largest sockeye salmon 
fshery in the world. 

Signifcance and Condition 
The distict is historically signifcant for its association with fsheries science 
under Criterion A — associated with events signifcant to broad patterns of 
our history. 

Period of Signifcance: 1940 to 1972 CE 
Signifcance Level: Local 
Condition: Fair— Additional buildings, non-historic repairs to BL3, loss 
of contribtuting structures, neglect and underutilization of contributing 
structures, modern circulation patterns, and failing utilities will impair district 
integrity in the absence of proactive management. 

Sockeye Salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka) 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
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Character Defning Features 
B U I L D I N G S  A N D  S T R U C T U R E S 

Field Laboratory, Brooks Lake (BL-3) 
•  Oldest federally constructed building in the park.
•  Built over a period of 15 years.
•  Designed to meet the Rustic Architecture standards of 

Pan Abode Buildings 
• Residences accommodated families during feldwork,

increasing retention of fsheries expertise.
• Architectural style conforms with the nearby Brooks

Lodge complex.
• Residences (BL1 and BL2) and Generator Building.

the NPS. 

 

Original FWS architectural drawing of Lake Brooks Laboratory, 1941. 
 

Aerial view of laboratory and haulout,1950. NPS 
Photo. 
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Raphael Kupanouk pouring cement/boulder foundation 
for the lab wing, October 1957. NPS Archives. 

Jeep trail connecting Fisheries Site and Naknek 
Lake, 1961. NPS Archives. 

Weir at Brooks Lake taken by Howard Baltzo in 
the summer, 1941. Courtesy of Dottie Hill. 

S PAT I A L  O R G A N I Z AT I O N 

•  The district is sited in three
clearings in a dense spruce-
dominated forest.

•  NPS landscape architect
recommended retaining a
pattern of trees within the
research area to maintain the
forest character.

N AT U R A L  S Y S T E M S

•  Lake Brooks was selected to  
 be representative of the fve  
 major sockeye drainages—  
 Nushagak, Kvichack, Naknek,  
 Ugashik, and Egegik.
•  Situated in an ecosystem that  
 acts as a natural laboratory  
 where fsh stocks have not  
 been modifed by hatcheries.

C I R C U L AT I O N

•  Direct access to Lake Brooks  
 fsh weir
•  Airplane haulout
•  Jeep trail to Naknek Lake
•  Jeep trail to fsh ladder site

FWS Scientists after completion of central section of laboratory in 1942. 
NPS Archives. 

Pan Abode residences with fenced open space between and retained trees in 
front of structures, c. 1957. NARA Archives. 

LAKE BROOKS FISHERIES RESEARCH DISTRICT 

Scientist at counting weir. Laboratory with north wing under construction in 
background, 1958. NPS Archives. 
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