
Intro

US Department of the Interior 

Indian Arts and Crafts Board 



Best Practices 

• Support federally recognized Indian artists 
and communities 

• Honest representation 
• Promote authentic Indian handicrafts in 

the NPS system 
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©2012 



Museums
• The IACB maintains an online Source Directory of American 

Indian and Alaska Native Owned and Operated Arts and 
Crafts Businesses on its website, providing free listings to 
businesses owned by enrolled members of federally 
recognized Indian Tribes, or Alaska Native villages or 
corporations 

• https://www.doi.gov/iacb/source-directory 

https://www.doi.gov/iacb/source-directory


IACB Museum Exhibitions 

The IACB operates three museums: the Southern Plains Indian 
Museum (Anadarko, OK), Sioux Indian Museum (Rapid City, SD), and 
Museum of the Plains Indian (Browning, MT) 



The Indian Arts and Crafts Act 

Under the Act, it is unlawful to 
offer or display for sale, or sell, 
any art or craft product in a 
manner that falsely suggests it is 
Indian produced, an Indian 
product, or the product of a 
particular Indian Tribe. 



Definition of Indian 

• Enrolled member of a federally recognized 
American Indian Tribe, Alaska Native Village, or 
Alaska Native Corporation as defined under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 

• Enrolled member of an officially State 
recognized Tribe 

• Certified non-member Indian artisan 



Definition of State Recognized Tribe 

• “any Indian group that has been formally recognized as 
an Indian Tribe by a State legislature or be a State 
commission or similar organization legislatively vested 
with State tribal recognition authority” 

• Must have the “force of law” 
• Governor’s proclamation is inadequate 



Documenting Enrollment 



Documenting Enrollment 



Certified non-member Indian 
Artisan 

• Certification by the governing body of a Tribe or by a 
certifying body delegated this function by the governing 
body of the Indian Tribe 

• Individual is of Indian lineage of one or more enrolled 
members of the certifying Indian Tribe 

• Certification must be in writing 
• A Tribe may not impose a fee for certifying an Indian 

artisan 



Criminal Penalties 
Initial Penalties for a Violation 

if the total sale amount is LESS than $1,000 
Individual 

– fines up to $25,000 and/or 
– imprisonment not to exceed one year 

Corporate 
– fines up to $100,000 



Criminal Penalties 
Initial Penalties for a Violation 

if the total sale amount is MORE than $1,000 
Individual 

– fines up to $250,000 and/or 
– Imprisonment not to exceed five years 

Corporation 
– fines up to $1,000,000 



Criminal Penalties 
Subsequent Violations, 

regardless of total amount for sale 
Individual 

– fines up to $1,000,000 and/or 
– Imprisonment not to exceed 15 years 

Corporation 
– fines up to $5,000,000 



IACB/FWS IACA Enforcement 
Collaboration 

• Through the Indian Arts and Crafts 
Amendments Act of 2010, Congress 
authorized any federal law enforcement 
officer to conduct IACA investigations 

• IACA cases have had a nexus with FWS 
statutes such as the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
and Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 

• In March 2012 IACB entered into a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with 
FWS Office of Law Enforcement for IACA 
investigations 

Micah Wesley, Kiowa, Reckoning 2, © 2020 



Civil Penalties 

• Injunctive or other equitable relief 

• Treble damages, or no less than $1,000 for each 
day of offer or display for sale 

• Punitive damages 

• Costs of suit 



Civil Suits – Who Can Sue? 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Indian Tribe 
Indian Arts and Crafts Organization 
Individual Indian 
Attorney General of the United States 
(on behalf of the above) 



Navajo Nation vs. Urban Outfitters 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Filed by Navajo Nation in February 
2012, against Urban Outfitters and 
several of its subsidiaries 

Urban Outfitters marketed several 
products as “Navajo” or “Navaho,” 
including clothing, jewelry, and 
household accessories 

Complaint alleged both Trademark infringement and Indian Arts 
and Crafts Act violations 

Case settled in November 2016.  Urban Outfitters and Navajo 
Nation entered into a supply and licensing agreement 



Pendleton Woolen Mills 
(Settlement, 2013) 

• 

• 

Pendleton Woolen Mills marketed 
products using the unqualified 
terms “Sioux” and “Lakota” 

• December 9,  2013, settlement 
agreement between IACB, U.S. 
Department of Justice, and 
Pendleton 

Pendleton donated $41,250 to the Heritage 
Center at the Red Cloud Indian School in Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, for the promotion of 
authentic Sioux art; revised its website and 
catalogs to clarify its advertising language; and 
added information about the Act to its catalogs 
and website 



States with Indian Arts and Crafts Laws 



IACB/State Collaborations 



Consumer Education 



  

Consumer Education 

• 
• 

The IACB educates consumers about the Act through: 
Advertisements in Indian art and tourist publications 
Educational brochures available at https://www.doi.gov/iacb/iacb-
publications 

Indian Arts and Crafts Act advertisements, 2020 

https://www.doi.gov/iacb/iacb


Calendar 1



Calendar 2



Filing a Complaint 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Contact IACB 
Outline alleged violation 
Documentation of violation 
Contact information for alleged violator 
Complaints may be made online, through IACB website, 
or via toll-free number: 

1-888-ART-FAKE 
www.doi.gov/iacb 

www.doi.gov/iacb


Handicrafts 

• 

• 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/concessions/ 
anh.htm 
Section 416 of the National Parks 
Omnibus Management Act of 1998 

Katherine Dickerson, 
Kiowa,German Silver Belt 
and Drag, ©2005 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/concessions


Contact the 
Indian Arts and Crafts Board 

1-888-ART-FAKE or 1-888-278-3253 
www.doi.gov/iacb 
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