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Minutes certified by chair on 3/24/2026
 
Kobuk Valley SRC Meeting for Comment on Federal Subsistence Programmatic Review
January 29, 2026
1:30pm 

1. Call to Order: Emily Creek, NPS

2. Roll call Establish Quorum: Emily Creek

No Quorum. This is due to unforeseen circumstances due to sickness and regional elders council. We would be happy to listen to the presentation and we’d be happy to share about our region. The SRC does understand that per the guidance the SRC should have the opportunity to submit a comment at their regularily scheduled meeting on March 13-14. 

SRC members: Kevin Moto, Nellie Griest (off and on, technical issues)
NPS: Emily Creek, Annie Carlson, Jeanette Koelsch, Eva Patton
SOI: Sara Taylor

Absent: Chair Tristen Pattee, vice-Chair Merle Custer, Benny Westlake, Elmer Armstrong

3. Information Sharing from SRC members, if desired

None.

4. SRC Purpose: Emily Creek

Emily reads the SRC purpose from the Kobuk Valley SRC charter.

5. Review and SRC Discussion
a. SOI: Sara Taylor presents the information on the Scoping Process.

She gave background about the office and for the programmatic review, which came from executive order 14153 “Unleashing Alaska’s Extraordinary Resource Potential”. Though the following topics were the focus of the review, she encouraged the Commission to provide any additional information as well. 
1.  The 2024 move of the Office of Subsistence Management (OSM), from within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior, to the Office 	of the Assistant Secretary for Policy, Management and Budget of the Department of the Interior, 
2. Criteria for regional advisory council membership, 
3. Membership of the Federal Subsistence Board,
4. Federal regulations and state regulations for duplication and inconsistency, 
5. Regulations applicable to special actions, 
6. Role of the State of Alaska and its Department of Fish and Game in the Federal Subsistence Management Program, and 
7.  Board policies and procedures for rural determinations.

b. Emily Creek: Thank you Sara for the presentations. Kevin or other members if you have questions or comments that you’d like to share.

c. Kevin Moto: This is Kevin in Deering—I'd like to comment about federal and state land, because we are 20-40 miles out of the parklands and most of the time its hard to get a muskox permit (state) its so complicated. Most permits go to out of town. I don’t know how we could get a tribal quota for our village—we got no snow to get caribou. This process to get a permit is so complicated. When the elders were hungry they’d get a muskox and no one said nothing. Us younger people we try to follow the law—but its the process. If we could get a federal permit and fill it on the state land it would help us out quite a bit. Cuz federal is 20-30 miles away. That’s some of the issues we are having—trying to support our subsistence during the winter right now.

d. Emily Creek: Thanks Kevin, that’s a good example. Any additional comments?

None. 

e. Scott Ayres: announced he’s on the call, from OSM.

6. Vote: 
No Quorum. Will vote at their regularly scheduled meeting on March 13-14, 2026 in Kotzebue AK.

Emily Creek: Confirms that the SRC can submit comment after their March meeting.

Sara Taylor: Confirms it is correct. 

7. Adjourn: Emily Creek, 2:15pm.
 
	
	
	



