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This report is a snapshot of the Star-Spangled Banner National HIstoric Trail as of December 2013. It describes interpretive media 
and programming, access, and resource protection completed or in development that are making the Star-Spangled Banner National 
Historic Trail visible and accessible to the public. 

The National Park Service (NPS) is working closely with the trail’s Advisory Council and national, state and local public and private 
organizations over the 2013-2015 War of 1812 bicentennial period to integrate our efforts, leverage each others’ investments, and 
promote our projects and programs in ways that capitalize on bicentennial publicity and funding to raise the visibility of the trail and 
sustain meaningful learning and recreation experiences over the long term.

The following “State of the Trail” report is organized around four key strategies:  

•	 Connect people to trail experiences

•	 Improve access to the trail 

•	 Conserve landscapes supporting visitor experiences

•	 Build and sustain collaborative partnerships for the trail 

In addition to describing our collective accomplishments, this report also identifies near-term opportunities for the NPS, the Advisory 
Council, and partners to continue to provide interpretation and protect resources over the next two years. 

Making the Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail Visible and Visitor-Ready



Connecting People with the Trail
Planned Actions

The trail’s comprehensive management plan (CMP) and Two-Year Action Plan 
identify regional and trail-wide priorities that establish a consistent trail identity, 
offer quality interpretive and recreation opportunities, and provide information 
on demand. Funding from the Maryland War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission, 
Federal Highway Administration, National Park Service, and other sources enables 
programs and products that connect people to the trail’s places and stories in the 
following categories:

•	 Digital connections,

•	 Marking the trail,

•	 Regional visitor hubs,

•	 Visitor activities, 

•	 Chesapeake Youth Corps programs,

•	 Classroom connections, and

•	 Bicentennial activities.

Current Status

Digital Connections 

Two websites help people learn about the trail – what it is, where to go, and what 
to do. The official NPS portal – www.nps.gov/stsp -- is complemented by www.
starspangledtrail.net which includes more robust interactive capabilities.

The official NPS mobile app for the Chesapeake Bay includes all partner sites along 
the Star-Spangled Banner Trail, provides site information, suggested tours, custom 
tours, and is searchable by activity. www.ChesapeakeExplorerApp.com. In July, Au-
gust, and September, 2013, the insurance company Geico created and ran three 
public service announcements on the CBS television affiliate in Baltimore (WJZ-TV) 
promoting the trail and the mobile app. 

The trail is building a presence on social media via Facebook and Twitter. Efforts 
are currently focused on posting with simplicity to build audience.                                          

@ChesapeakeNPS and #ChesapeakeNPS

Marking the Trail

Maryland’s land route   Through federal transportation funding, the land route 
of the trail is well marked in Maryland. In partnership with Maryland tourism and 
transportation agencies, 25 orientation kiosks, 104 interpretive waysides, and doz-
ens of auto route markers have already been installed throughout the state. 

Virginia’s land route   In Virginia, orientation kiosks are installed at state parks 
along the Potomac, and work is underway to install kiosks and interpretive way-
sides in five other locations.  Discussions are underway to mark the route of the 
trail in Alexandria and along the George Washington Memorial Parkway, and to co-
ordinate site marking at sites associated with Virginia’s War of 1812 Heritage Trail.

Washington, DC   NPS and Cultural Tourism DC are developing interpretive signs 
at 14 historic sites, and coordinating with DC Departments of Transportation and 
Planning to mark the land route.  Orientation kiosks are in design for two locations 
in the nation’s capital.

An NPS ranger in front of the trail interpretive 
station at Fort McHenry shows the Chesapeake 
Explorer mobile app 

Visitors reading the interpretive panel on the trail 
kiosk at Fort McHenry National Monument and 
Historic Shrine

www.starspangledtrail.net



Connecting People with the Trail

Visitor Activities

Kids from age 6 to 12 can download and complete the trail’s Junior Ranger activity book 
and earn their own Junior Ranger badge for the trail. 

Since the Star-Spangled Banner Geotrail opened in 2010, over 350 trail geocoins have 
been awarded to participants who visit at least 20 caches.  Geocaching is an adventure 
game of seeking treasure with the help of a GPS device and clues. Worldwide, over 6 mil-
lion people participate, and over 2 million caches have been placed – 37 of those caches 
are placed at partner sites along the Star-Spangled Banner Trail and thousands of people 
have visited them.

 The trail map and guide is the visitor’s easy reference for traveling the trail and is avail-
able for free at sites and visitor centers along the trail. With history on one side, and a 
map of the trail on the other, the visitor can self-orient and also have quick interpretive 
information on hand. 

The trail’s companion history and travel guide, In Full Glory Reflected, is a full-length 
book written by historians and richly illustrated by acclaimed artists Richard Schlecht 
and Gerry Embleton. Book authors Ralph Eshelman and Burt Kummerow frequently give 
book signings and lectures at sites along the trail.  

Passport cancellation stamps are offered at sixteen sites along the trail. Most stamp col-
lectors have a stamp passport book purchased through NPS partner Eastern National. 

Public archeology programs are offered at three locations along the trail on the Patuxent 
River. The trail’s website offers a downloadable guide to public archeology with links to 
these programs and a list of additional archeological sites where public participation may 
soon be offered. 

Chesapeake Youth Corps Programs

The Chesapeake Youth Corps Network accomplishes projects connected to the Star-Span-
gled Banner Trail. Youth participants learn employment skills, enjoy outdoor recreation, 
and are exposed to trail interpretation at partner sites. In 2012 and 2013, Chesapeake 
Youth Corps participants worked at these trail sites:

•	 Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine -- trail access develop-
ment and environmental mitigation projects

•	 Bladensburg Waterfront Park – preparation and installation of a universally ac-
cessible canoe/kayak dock and launch

•	 Multiple trail sites in Baltimore City – invasive species removal and a GIS map-
ping project

Maryland Conservation Corps crew at work 
preparing the walkway and pier to the EZ Dock 
accessible launch system at Bladensburg Water-
front Park. 

Regional Visitor Hubs

The trail’s CMP proposed ten regional visitor hubs along the trail to orient visitors to 
learning and recreation opportunities nearby. 

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine is currently the trail’s most devel-
oped visitor contact facility. An exhibit panel near the front desk  provides a map, trail 
brochures, and a 5-minute trail orientation film on a continuous loop. 

The Havre de Grace and Bladensburg Waterfront Park visitor centers provide War of 
1812 history, trail orientation, and map guides. The remaining proposed visitor hubs 
have varying levels of trail information. Visitors to all locations would benefit from an ori-
entation or certificiation program to educate front-line staff about the activities offered 
at other places along the trail. 

The trail’s companion history and travel guide.

A young geocacher explores a cache container at 
Piscataway Park.

Havre de Grace celebrates the opening of their 
exhibit “Havre de Grace in the War of 1812 Era”, 
at their visitor center in summer 2012.



Connecting People with the Trail

Map Guides  Map guides for State of Maryland,  southern Maryland, Havre de Grace, 
and Anne Arundel County.

Bicentennial Activities 

The previous section demonstrates a range of visitor opportunities along the trail that 
were initiated or partially funded by the National Park Service.  A key goal of War of 
1812 project development is to impart the sense of the trail in site-level activities that 
connects to the “basket” of activities, sites, and stories that collectively create a quality 
Star-Spangled experience.

Maryland War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission and Star-Spangled 200, Inc.

The Commission and its nonprofit affiliate are investing about $20 million in War of 
1812 Bicentennial events and projects, including $5.5 million for grants.  Some major 
projects include:

•	 Star-Spangled Spectacular events in Baltimore in 2012 and 2014

•	 Chesapeake Campaign, an 18-month traveling festival featuring re-enactors, 
hands-on education and interactive fun, connecting sites and stories in dozens 
of communities along the trail

•	 four web-based interactive battlefield maps, modeled on those created for the 
Civil War sesquicentennial, creating an online game-like educational experience

•	 a 64-page trail-wide regional destination guide with events and activities along 
the trail in visitor centers in early 2014

•	 coordination of a multi-state event on Flag Day, June 14, 2014 reconnecting The 
Star-Spangled Banner manuscript with the Star-Spangled Banner flag, travelling 
the route of the trail

Other projects by partners include: 

Classroom Connections

The Star-Spangled Banner Trail provides opportunities for educational products and 
programs for teachers and students, including the following programs: 

Virtual Resource Center   Interactive activities and a database of tools for field trip plan-
ning, lesson plans, primary sources, and video clips was developed in partnership with 
Fort McHenry and Maryland Public Television, at  http://warof1812.thinkport.org.

Teacher training   Professional development sessions have been held in partnership 
with trail sites and school districts in Maryland since 2011. This includes a War of 1812 
Academy, a year-long experience for Baltimore City teachers (2011-12) and a residential 
program for teachers trail-wide at James Madison’s Montpelier in partnership with the 
Center for the Constitution (2012 and 2013).

Teacher-Ranger-Teacher Program    This program helps teachers bring the trail into the 
classroom. It began in 2011 and was expanded to three participant teachers in 2013. 

Trail Stewards Program   The pilot project was conceived by U.S. Representative John 
Sarbanes, and was successfully completed in May 2013 with a Baltimore City elemen-
tary school.  The program engages students in place-based learning activities close 
to home and along the trail. Teacher-Ranger-Teacher participants worked in 2013 to 
formalize the program and expand it in the 2013-2014 school year.

Ruth Goodlaxson was the trail’s first Teacher-
Ranger-Teacher in 2011.

Students in the Trail Stewards program work on 
designs for a trail sign at Patterson Park.

Anacostia Trails Heritage Area developed this 
walking tour map of Bladensburg.



Connecting People with the Trail

Tours  

•	 Calvert County driving tour 

•	 Video podcast by Calvert County students

•	 White House Historical Society audio tour

•	 Bladensburg walking/biking tour 

•	 Oxon Hill audio tour

•	 Annapolis walking tour

•	 Water taxi tour experience with interpretive narration at Fort McHenry

•	 Pontoon boat tour experience with interpretation at Bladensburg Waterfront 
Park

Exhibits

•	 Visitor center exhibits in Havre de Grace and Bladensburg

•	 Traveling exhibits in Baltimore City and Southern Maryland

•	 Temporary exhibits at Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum, Maryland Historical Society, Naval Academy, Washington 
Navy Yard

Living History Interpretation

•	 Annual Battle of St. Leonard Creek encampment at Jefferson Patterson

•	 Memorial event at Caulk’s Field (annually during the bicentennial period)

•	 Annual Battle of Bladensburg event at Riversdale Mansion

•	 Annual Battle of North Point event at Fort Howard 

•	 Annual Battle of Baltimore event (Defenders’ Day) at Fort McHenry

Publicity

•	 Film “Home of the Brave” airing on Maryland Public Television 

•	 “Stitching History” project by Maryland Historical Society

Rifleman re-enactor at Battle of North Point 
event at Fort Howard

The Historic Elk Landing Foundation Presents… 

The Battle of Elk Landing:  
A Bicentennial Celebration! 

 

Friday April 26th 6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday April 27th 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

On Friday evening, April 26th, step back in time and walk amongst the Cecil 

Militia units that manned Fort Hollingsworth on the eve of the War of 1812 
battle and hear their impressions of the pending conflict.  Through our unique 
candle light living history theatre walking tours, interact with three persons 

who were there in 1813:  Mary 
Hollingsworth, the matriarch of the 
Hollingsworth family, Judge Thomas 
Jefferson Sample who wrote about his 
teenaged experiences as the son of a 
militia leader, and Hetty Boulden, the 
slave woman who was commandeered 
to take the British to Elkton, but 
instead, took them to an ambush in 
front of the guns of Fort 

Hollingsworth 200 years ago.   

Then on Saturday, April 27th, trod where those brave men also trod who 
defended the newly rediscovered Fort Hollingsworth.  See where the battle took 
place and hear about how it transpired from our resident expert and militia re-
enactors. Tour the houses that housed the Hollingsworth family during the 
battle. And, if you missed it on Friday night, experience the living history 
theatre in two walks: one at 11 a.m. and the other at 2 p.m. All tours by 
reservation only.  See our web site, www.elklanding.com for event details. 

Poster adveritising the Chesapeake Campaign 
event at Elk Neck

Gaps

With all that’s been accomplished, three items not yet initiated could raise the profile of our collective work to attract 
more residents and visitors to the projects and programs we provide, especially beyond 2015:

•	 Trail Marketing    Develop and implement a campaign to promote the trail;

•	 Training and Certification   Develop and provide regional training and certification for front-line staff, local 
guides and outfitters to unite all of these places, projects and programs under the umbrella of the trail; and

•	 Itineraries   Develop a suite of itineraries under a common graphic identity to help people visit multiple places 
and activities.

The Oriole Bird helps stitch the recreated flag at 
Maryland Historical Society.



Accessing the Trail’s Water Route
Planned Actions

The trail CMP identifies ten regional priority project areas that with minimal investment 
provide entry points for self-contained water-based learning and recreation experiences. 
Trail-wide route-marking and guided and self-guided water trail experiences will link 
these project areas together and provide a consistent identity at each. Proposed actions 
include:

•	 marking the water route 

•	 new and enhanced public access facilities

•	 packaging access sites into defined water trail experiences (through itineraries, 
tours, and interpretive media)

•	 encouraging outfitters to provide watercraft and guided tours   

Current Status

While trail investments during the bicentennial have focused primarily on marking, 
interpretive media and programming on land, some actions to improve water access and 
interpretation include: 

•	 Mount Harmon A dock, soft-landing, and visitor facilities are underway along the 
Sassafras through a NPS Chesapeake Gateways and Trails grant.

•	 Bladensburg Waterfront Park An EZ Dock accessible launch was installed in Au-
gust 2013 providing safe access to the Anacostia for all.

•	 Piscataway Park A boat launch and dock provide a new entry point to the Po-
tomac, enabling boating access past Fort Washington and to Mount Vernon.

•	 Anacostia Water Trail A master plan in development identifies new potential ac-
cess points and improvements, itineraries, and establishes a strategy for increas-
ing public access to and use of the Anacostia River through increased program-
ming and communications. 

•	 Benedict Waterfront Village Design is underway to include new waterfront public 
events space, interpretation and walking trails to be constructed by fall 2014.

•	 North Point State Park Renovation of the existing pier will enable a new vantage 
point from which to view the Bay; a new exhibit in the visitor center will enable 
visitors to appreciate the natural and cultural history of the peninsula and the 
events here that led to the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner.

Partners at the ribbon cutting event for the 
boat dock at Piscataway Park (photo: Accokeek 
Foundation)

Workers near completion on the boat dock at 
Piscataway Park (photo: Accokeek Foundation)

NPS Youth Coordinator Lina Oliveros uses the 
universally accessible kayak launch at Bladens-
burg Waterfront Park.

Gaps

The following projects could help define and make the water-based trip experience more accessible:

•	 Articulating the water-based trail experience The water route is only generally illustrated in interpretive media, and lacks 
descriptions of the kinds of water-based experiences people can have along the trail. Identifying the range of visitor ex-
perience opportunities along a discrete water segment (such as the middle Patuxent) will help focus efforts on those that 
will have the greatest impact and be replicated in other trail locations.  

•	 Prioritizing and funding projects within the priority project areas The NPS and partners could review and target pro-
posed trail-related access projects within the priority project areas for public access funding. Due to the density of historic 
resources and access opportunities, projects within these areas have the greatest potential for providing quality learning 
and recreation experiences for users.



Conserving Trail Resources
Planned Actions

The trail CMP identifies six categories of historic resources along the trail: battlefields, 
cultural landscapes, historic structures, archeological sites, museum collections and 
objects, and commemorative sites.  Of an inventory of over 400 resources, almost 100 
were identified as highly significant and the focus of resource protection efforts and 
investments. The CMP also identifies resource protection actions relative to research, 
documentation, and conservation, including:

•	 continue research on the history and outcomes of the War of 1812, especially 
social and cultural aspects

•	 build an inventory of trail-related sources and research

•	 continue educational symposia

•	 expand the GIS database of trail qualities and resources

•	 support archaeological surveying and excavation

•	 support preservation planning, and documentation, conservation and protec-
tion of trail-related resources

•	 with partners, identify conservation priorities for focusing investments

Current Status

To date, conservation and restoration activities along the trail include:

•	 Fort Stoakes Old Fort Stokes consists of a series of earthworks with placements 
for large cannons and was constructed to defend Easton. It may be the only re-
maining earthen fort on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. It was purchased by Elm Street 
Development, a privately owned real estate firm, which donated the site to the 
Archaeological Conservancy in 2011.

•	 Benedict NPS and trail partners have commented on visual impacts of the pro-
posal for a cell phone tower within the viewshed of the national historic trail. 

•	 Caulk’s Field American Battlefields Protection Program (ABPP) funding enabled 
the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA), University of Maryland, and 
volunteers to conduct a metal detector survey across 40 acres of the battle-
field.  The archaeologists searched for and mapped lead and ferrous munitions 
(musket balls, buck shot, rifle shot, and canister shot), brass clothing buttons, and 
other battle-related artifacts. Funding was secured for a conservation easement 
with Eastern Shore Land Conservancy and Maryland DNR

•	 Scorpion flagship In 2010 and 2011, SHA, the US Navy, and Maryland Historical 
Trust conducted archaeology surveys in the Patuxent River on a War of 1812 ship-
wreck. An online blog exists documenting their efforts, and fundraising is under-
way to display the results of the findings.

•	 Battle of Bladensburg American Battlefields Protection Program (ABPP) fund-
ing enabled inventory and evaluation of the Battle of Bladensburg, leading to a 
National Register nomination, general management plan for the site, and GIS 
mapping for historical and archeological resources associated with the battle, all 
building on public excavations by the SHA.

Archeologists use a total station to survey Caulk’s 
Field. (photo MD SHA)

Artifacts recovered by archeologists working at 
Nottingham (photo by MD SHA)

Serenity Farm in Benedict with the Patuxent 
River in the background

A marine archeologist holds a bottle recovered 
from a War of 1812 sunken vessel in the Patux-
ent River (photo MD SHA)



Conserving Trail Resources

•	 Nottingham Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission’s (M-
NCPPC) Department of Parks and Recreation Archaeologists are in the midst of a 
three year historical and archaeological project to locate, define and gather infor-
mation about the British encampment on the outskirts of town, and to determine 
the role that the town of Nottingham played in the War of 1812. Through shovel 
testing, excavation units and geophysical testing, staff have found a bayonet tip, 
half-pennies, lead artifacts, generic buttons, a buckle, iron worms, horseshoes, 
and 62 unfired musket balls.

•	 Patterson Park ABPP funding will enable Baltimore National Heritage Area to 
conduct an archeological survey documenting resources in the area of Patterson 
Park, associated with Hampstead Hill and the Battle of Baltimore. A public arche-
ology outreach program will be conducted to engage local residents and visitors 
in the area’s War of 1812 history.

•	 North Point State Battlefield Design is underway for construction of a walking 
trail, parking area, landscaping and interpretive signage at this new 9-acre state 
park in Baltimore County. NPS has funded design, and state funding was secured 
for construction.

•	 Slippery Hill Park In summer 2013 Kent County celebrated the opening of Slip-
pery Hill Park, a former SHA right-of-way parcel that has been transferred to the 
county for a memorial park commemorating the 1813 Battle of Slippery Hill.

•	 Croom Road An easement on a property along Croom Road in Prince George’s 
County in 2013 will enable preservation of this viewshed evocative of the War of 
1812 time period. 

Monument at Slippery Hill was installed in summer 
2013

The bicentennial period has spurred interest in 
protecting and interpreting the battlefield at North 
Point.

Gaps

•	 A trail conservation strategy is needed to better coordinate these actions, identify gaps, and ensure 
that their products and outcomes are mutually supportive. The criteria and process outlined in the 
Conservation Strategy for the Captain John Smith Chesapeake NHT could be adapted for use along the 
Star-Spangled Banner Trail.

•	 Identification of preservation and conservation priorities using the trail conservation strategy can 
help focus, target and leverage the above conservation activities and future investments. 



Partners on the Trail
Planned actions

The trail management plan provides a framework for management of the trail based 
on a dynamic partnership that builds on current work. Developing and maintaining the 
Star-Spangled Banner Trail requires a collaborative approach involving the NPS, Advisory 
Council, and all of the regions and sites that maintain and have interests in the trail’s 
sites and segments.  

Current Status

•	 NPS   NPS administers the trail, but does not own or manage trail sites or seg-
ments -- it relies on partnerships to achieve trail purposes and goals.

•	 Advisory Council   Members of the newly appointed Advisory Council broadly 
represent the trail’s geography and interests.  The Council plays a key role in advis-
ing the NPS on priorities for marking and managing the trail. The membership is 
well-positioned to seek out and secure new partnership opportunities. Council 
members are also able to identify and in some cases commit resources where 
priorities align with those of the trail.

•	 State and regional partners   The NPS has memorandums of understanding or co-
operative agreements with dozens of these agencies and organizations, including 
states, counties, heritage areas, and watershed societies, which manage programs 
but also coordinate their efforts with other sites and organizations within their 
jurisdictions. 

•	 Local sites   Dozens of sites open to the public along the trail offer learning and 
recreational experiences, not just relative to the Star-Spangled Banner Trail. NPS 
has MOUs or agreements with many of these sites, especially for sign mainte-
nance.

Visitors to Havre de Grace participate in a flag talk 
near the Concord Point Lighthouse

Visitors to Privateer Day in Baltimore’s Fell’s Point 
neighborhood learn about the trail

Gaps

Two significant actions will better align NPS and trail partners’ fundraising, promotion and trail-building efforts, especially 
beyond 2015:

•	 Cultivation of regional trail coordinators As outlined in the trail management plan, regional trail coordinators provide 
a vital role as liaisons with other regions, the states, and NPS, and support strong communications, coordination and 
consistency within their regions. Identifying and formalizing the involvement of regional coordinators in trail manage-
ment will strengthen trailwide funding and promotional efforts.

•	 Friends group structure Trail partners have expressed concerns over maintaining interpretive infrastructure, 1812 
programming, and promotion of War of 1812-themed projects and programs beyond the bicentennial. All partners 
will benefit from the fund-raising, advocacy, and marketing services a non-profit friends organization could provide.




