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candles we saw three hats with brims about two feet wide. They
were made of straw, and were evidently home-made. - We remarked
that they would be nice to keep the sun off from a Yankee.

Just then a_voice came from a bed in one corner; “Oh, you
........ Yankees, let those hats alone!”

We told them to get into their clothes, for we were going to
burn the house. They jumped out of bed and began to berate us
with all the words at their command. One of them told us they
wanted us to ‘put down that old chest’—a very large one.

CHAPTER XXIX

For an answer, I pulled up a board in the floor, and threw in
a bag of cotton, with the mouth down that hole, and then went down
and touched my candle to it, and away it went.

The boys had been carrying out the clock and looking glass and
other things, taking them to the door and then throwing them out.
All was excitement, now.

When I went out, I thought about the safe-chest, and the rob-
bery of the mail and express, and $190,000 in money. I had this in
mind when I opened the chest, with my bayonet, and running my
hand in there grabbed up 700 postage stamps from our letters, which
they had robbed. They were not cancelled.

We also found a lot of our letters at another barn, where these
stamps had been removed. We always believed afterward that$20,-
000 was in that old chest, Bate’s share.

While we were in the house, some of the men found some
bee-hives and started to get the honey from them. But they got
stung, and two of them could not see, so I had to escort them as
well as to carry the big coffee-pot, which I had secured and which
was filled with bacon.

I also had a ham. Now the other boys would not help these
two men, “for being such fools,” and so for thirteen miles I had my
hands full, guiding those men, carrying the heavy load and traveling
over the stony roads and hills. We had enough troubles for one
night, and arrived at the camp, about 6 a.m.

We were extremely hungry, but we had no sooner than begun
to eat, when there came orders to return to Murfreesboro, so we
three got no rest until we again arrived in camp. This was a
distance of fifty-six miles, requiring two days and one night for us
without rest or sleep.

We decided that being on the Roll of Honor, was not a very
good job, nor one that we so much desired after seeing what it was
like; However we were not again called upon, until Sherman’s army
left Atlanta for the sea.
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While camped at Murfreesboro, the army was re-organized, and
we had to turn over our horszs for artillery. drawing mules.

I was detailed to help break the mules, for work, as they were
wild mules. So by spring, we got ready to go.

On the 24th of June, '63, we broke camp and marched against
Tullahoma, where a wing of the Rebel army was encamped.

It began raining, and rained for sixteen days, but we had to
skirmish or fight all those sixteen days. <

The “Forty-Second” moved through Hoover’s Gap, and was busy
all the time, day and night, engaged with the Rebels, often placing
the picket lines within 200 yards apart.

The places touched, before we got to Dechard Station again,
were Manchester and Hillsborough. Most of the time spent at
Dechard Station was put in drilling and gathering blackberries.

CHAPTER XXX.

Then we left Dechard Station, and marched over the Cum-
berland Moutains, on the other, or south side. At Crow Creek
Valley, our brigade had to cut cord-wood for a week, to be used
in the old wood-burning engines of thosz days.

For this work we only Lad old meat axes, and saws picked‘ up
off from farms, and they were not at all sharp. I said I would not
cut wood, (But I said it to myself).

When the several thousand men got to work, thgy cut lots
of wood. . ... I took William Olmstead, a 62 recruit, with me, and
we went up on the mountain, hunting apples, as there are farms up
there.

Well, we nearly got captured. Bill was up in a tree, shaking
the apples down, when I saw two gray hats, above the weeds. 1
took a shot at them, and Bill did not wait to climb down he just let
go and came down like a bear. ) i

We grabbed our bags and started down that mountain, slipping
and sliding—and rolling.

We had only about a half bushel of apples, and they were
small and hard, but we would cut them up and stew them, and it
made pretty fair eating—that is for an army mule.

About that time our cook drew dried upplgs—-[ should say
about two bushels, and not knowing that they are like a petty politi-
cian with a hundred dollar job, and swell up, he did not put a few
to soak at night, and then cook them next day; but rather, did he
put a great quantity of them right on to cook. :

Two camp kettles full of them l)eggxn to expan(!, like our I,)On;of
cratic policy. The cook commenced to dlp them out into other kett e“:
until he had seven kettles full. And still they kept on swelling, so
he put the rest of them on to a pile of dry leaves on the ground.
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