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Campaign and Battle:

Peter Cozzens, No Better Place to Die: The Battle of Stones River (Chicago: 

University of Illinois Press, 1991)

Comments: One of the best of the small number of full-length texts re Stones River.  Details pre-battle movements, command climate, linkage to preceding Perryville campaign, and details of battle.  Readable, but Cozzens generally negative in depictions of commanders in most of his works; this one is no different.  Although equally critical of US and CS commanders, this anti-officer slant is at times distracting.   

Peter Cozzens, National Park Civil War Series: The Battle of Stones River 

(Eastern National, 1995)

Comments: short overview booklet sold at Park bookstore.  Useful introduction to campaign and battle, including linkage of battle to broader developments in the western theater in 1862. 

Earl J. Hess, Banners to the Breeze: the Kentucky Campaign, Corinth, and

Stones River (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2000). 

Comments: One of the few books that links these three campaigns.  Section on Stones River addresses both campaign and battle.  A useful primer on a more advanced level than the previous source listing.

James L. McDonough, Stones River: Bloody Winter in Tennessee (Knoxville, TN: 

University of Tennessee, 1980).  

Comments: Straightforward description of battle.  Lacks detail of Cozzens, but readable and highlights the high points of the battle.  

James L. McDonough, “Cold Days in Hell: The Battle of Stones River

Tennessee,” Civil War Times Illustrated, 25 (June 1986).  

Comments: Entire issued devoted to Stones River.  Readable, illustrated, and with maps.  Useful primer with some updated information/interpretation over early book.

Jim Miles, Paths to Victory: A History and Tour Guide of the Stone’s River, 

Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Knoxville, and Nashville Campaigns, 

(Nashville, TN:Rutledge Hill Press, 1991).

Comments: Tour guide work with some utility for staff ride planning.  Need to confirm viability of routes/stops recommended, given major development that has occurred in the Murfreesboro area since 1991.  

Articles re Cavalry Operations

Edwin C. Bearss, “Cavalry Operations in the Battle of Stones River, Part I: 

Cavalry Operations During the Union Approach,” Tennessee Historical 

Quarterly, 19 (1960): 23-53.

Edwin C. Bearss, “Cavalry Operations in the Battle of Stones River (Continued),”


Tennessee Historical Quarterly, 19 (1960): 110-148.

Articles re Fighting on 31 DEC 1862:

Robert C. Cheeks, “Little Phil’s Fighting Retreat,” America’s Civil War, 9 (January 


1997): 34-40.

Robert C. Cheeks, “Rout of the Union Right at Stones River,” America’s Civil 

War, 12 (September 1999): 30-36.

Articles re Fighting on 2 JAN 1863

Edwin C. Bearrs, “Stones River: The Artillery at 4:45 p.m., January 2, 1863,” Civil 

War Times Illustrated, 2 (February 1964): 38-41.

Robert C. Suhr, “Charge of the Orphan Brigade,”  America’s Civil War, 8 

(January 1996): 70-76, 101-102, 104.
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