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Second (late Fiftk) Brigade.

(1.) Brig. Gen. EDwaRD N. KIRE. 20th Indiana: .
(2.) Col. JosePH B. DODGE. Lient. Col. David M. Dunn

Maj. Joseph P, Collins.
34th Illinois:

30th Indiana:
Lijeut. Col. Hiram W. Bristol.
Maj. Alexander P. Dysart.
Ilinois:

Col. Sheridan P. Read.
Maj. Allen Buckner.

79th 77th Pepnsylvania :

Lieut. Col. Peter B- Housum.
Capt. Thomas E. Rose.

Third (late Fourth) Brigade.
Col. PHILEMON P. BALDWIN.
6th Indiana, Lieut. Col. H. Tripp.
5th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. William W gerr]
1st Ohio, Maj. Joab A. Stafford.
93d Ohio, Col. Charles Anderson.
Artillory.*

5th Indiana Battery, Capt. Peter Simonson.
ist Ohio, Battery A, Lieut. Edround B. Belding.
1st Ohio, Battery E, Capt. Warren P. Edgarton.

Cavalry.
34 Indiana, Companies G, H, I, and K, Maj. Robert Klein.
THIRD (LATE ELEVENTH) DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. PriLrr H. SHERIDAN.

Eecort.
2d Kentucky Cavalry, Company L, Lieut. Joseph T. Forman.
First (late Thirty-seventh) Brigade. Seoond (late Thirty-fifth) Brigads.
(1. . Gen. JospUA W, BILL. (l.; Col. FREDERICK SCHAEFER.
(2.) Col. NICHOLAS GREUSEL. (2.) Lieunt. Col. BERNARD LAIBOLDT.
36th Illinois: 44th Dlinois, Capt. Wallace W. Barrett.
Col. Nicholas Greusel. 73d Illinois, Maj. Williu.n A. Presson.
Maj. Silas Miller. 24 Missouri:
Capt. Porter C. Olson. Lieut. Col. Bernard Laiboldt.
8dth Hlinois, Col. Francis T. 8herman. Maj. Francis Ehrler.
21st Miélggan, Lieut. Col. William B. Mc- | 15th Missouri, Lieut. Cv. John Weber.
ory.
Ath Wisoonsin,ry Maj. Elisha C. Hibbard.

Third Brigade.t

(1.) Col. Guorax W. ROBERTS.
| (2.) Col. LoTHER P. BRADLEY.

22d Illinois:
Lieat. Col. Francis Swanwick,
Capt. SBamuel Johnson.
27th Illinois :
Col, Fazilo A. Harrington.
Maj. William A. Schmitt.
42d Illinois, Lieut. Col. Nathan H. Walwortn.
51st Illinois:
Col. Luther P, Bradley.
Capt. Henry F. Wescott.

*The Fifth Indiana was attached to the Third Brigade, Battery A to the First Bri-

gade, and Battery E to the S8econd Brigade.
t Formerly First Brigade, Thirteenth Division.
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Artillery.*
Capt. HENRY HESCOCK.

st Illinois, Battery

Capt. Charles Houghtaling.

c
4th Indiana Battery, Capt. Asahel K. Bush.
18t Missouri, Battery G, Capt. Henry Hescock.

CENTER.
Maj. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS.
PROVOST GUARD.
9th Michigan, Col. John G. Parkhurst.
FIR8T (LATE THIRD) DIVISION.
Maj. Gen. LoveLL H. Rousseau.

First (late Ninth) Brigade.
Col. BENJAMIN F. SCRIBNER.
38th Ingxila.na., Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Grif-

2d Ohio:
Lieat. Col. John Kell.
Maj. Anson G. McCook.
33d Obio, Capt. Ephraim J. Ellis.
94th Ohio:
Col. Joseph W. Frizell.
Lieut. Col. Stephen A. Bassford.
10th Wisconsin, Col. Alfred R. Chapin.

Second (late Seventeenth) Brigade.
Col. JoHN BEATTY.
424 Indiana,Lieut.Col. James M. Shank-

lin,
88th Indiana:

Col. Georfe Humphrey.

Lieut. Col. Cyrus E. Briant.
15th Kentucky:

Col. James B. Forman.

Lieut. Col. Joseph R. Snider.

3d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Orris A. Lawson.

Third (late Twenty-eighth) Brigade.
Col. JOBN C. STARKEWEATHER.

24th Illinois, Col. Geza Mihalotzy.
79th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry A. Ham-
bright.
1st Wisconsin, Licut. Col. George B.

Bingham.
218t Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Harrison C.
obart.

Fourth Brigade.
Lieut. Col. OLIVER L. SEEPHERD.

15th United States, 1st Battalion:
Maj. John H. King.
Capt. Jesse Fulmer.

16th United States, 1st Battalion, and
Cowpany B, 2d Battalion :
Maj. Adam J. Slemmer.
Capt. R. E. A. Crofton.

18th United States, 1st Battalion, and Com-
paunies A aud D, 3d Battalion, Maj.
James N. Caldwell.

18th United States, 2d Battalion, and Com-
panies B, C, E, and F, 3d Battalion,
Maj. Frederick Townsend.

19th United States, 1st Battalion:
Maj. Stephen D. Carpenter.
Capt. Jamos B. Mulligan.

Artillery.t
Capt. Cyrus O. LooMmis.
Keutucky, Battery A, Capt. David C. Stone.
1st Michigan, Battery A, Liont. George W. Van Pelt.
5th United States, Battery H, Lieut. Francis L. Guenther.
Caralry.

2d Kentueky (six companies), Maj. Thomas P. Nicholas.

* Battery C was attached to the Third Brigade, Fourth Indiana to the First Brigade,
and Battery G to the Second Brigade.

tBattery A, Kentucky, was attachod to the Third Brigade; Battery A, First Mighi-
g?,&’ to the Socond Brigade, and Battery H, Fifth United States, to the Fourth Bri-
gade.
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MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
February 11, 1863—~11.30 p. m.

Capt. Elmer Otis, Fourth Cavalry, in the recent battle, with 400 men
charged the enemy, recaptured 300 prisoners, and greatly distingunished
himself. By their consent, and at their request, he is commanding a
brigade of three regiments, each with a colonel. 1 earnestly urge his
appointment as brigadier-general, in order that he may continue to com-
mand, as cavalry officers are greatly needed.

: . W. S. ROSECRANS,
Magjor-General.
Hon. E. M. StaNTON, .
Secretary of War.

GENERAL OEDERS,} HDQRS. DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND,
No. 20. Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 15, 1863.

The following resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of
Indiana having been received, are published to this army, in accord-
ance with the request contained therein :

Resolved by the senate (the house concurring), That the thanks of this General Assem-
bly are hereby tendered to Major-General Rosecrans, and the officers and soldiers
under his command, for the well-earned victory of Murfreesborough, Tenn. That they,
one and all, merit the lasting gratitude of the nation and the admiration of the world.

Resolved, That the patriotic earnestness, skill, sleepleas vigilance, and pertinacity
displayed by the commanding general in his advance upon the enemy, his plan of
battle, and especially in promptly meeting the exigencies of its varying fortunes,
prove that he was ¢ the right man in the right place;” that the hearty and prompt
co-operation, the grllantry and skill of his division and other commanders, the ready
obedience, unyielding and hardy courage of the soldiers are worthy of the highest
commendation.

Resolved, That the Army of the Cumberland, Murfreesborough, and the name of each
fallen and sarviving patriot soldier who took part in the perilous strug(%le, are for-
ever linked together in historic renown, and Indiana will preserve, and gratefully
cherish, their memory to the latest generation, as among the brightest jewels of an
undivided republic.

Resolved, That the secre of the senate be directed to forward a copy of these
resolutions to Major-General crans, with the request that they be read at the head
of each regiment taking part in the great battle, if consistent with the rules of mili-
tary propriety and discipline.

‘We hereby certify that the accompanying resolutions unanimously passed both
branches of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana.

PARIS C. DUNNING,

President of Senate.
SAM. H. BUSKIRK,
Speaker of House of Representatives.
JaMzs %;ZAmmm
A T. Wmnﬁg;%?f
Clerk of House of Represeniatives.
By command of Major-General Rosecrans:
C. GODDARD,

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 12, 1863,
GENERAL: As the sub-reports are now nearly all in, I have the honor
to submit, for the information of the General-in-Chief, the subjoined re-
port, with accompanying sub-reports, maps, and statistical tables of the
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puttle of Stone’s River. To a proper understanding of this battle it will
be necessary to state the preliminary movements and preparatious :

Assuming commana of the army at Louisville on October 27, it was
found concentrated at Bowling Green and Glasgow, distant about 113
miles from Louisville; from whence, after replenishing with ammuni-
tion, supplies, and clothing, they moved on to Nashville, the advance
corps reaching that place on the morning of November 7, a distance of
183 miles from Louisville. .

At this distance from my base of supplies, the first thing to be done
was to provide for the subsistence of the troops and open the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. The cars commenced running through on
November 26, previous to which time our supplies had been brought
by rail to Mitchellsville, 35 miles north of Nashviile, and from thence,
by constant labor, we had been -able to haul enough to replenish the
exhausted stores for the garrison at Nashville and subsist the troops of
the moving army.

From November 26 to December 26 every effort. was bent to complete

the clothing of the army; to provide it with ammunition, and replenish
the depot at Nashville with needfal supplies; to insure us against want
from the largest possible detention likely to occur by the breaking of
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, and to insure this work the road
was guarded by a heavy force posted at Gallatin. The enormous supe-
riority in numbers of the rebel cavalry kept our little cavalry force
almost within the infantry lines, and gave the enemy control of the
entire country around us. It was obvious from the beginning that we
should be confronted by Bragg’s army, recruited by an inexorable con-
scription, and aided by clans of mounted men, formed into a guerrilla-
like cavalry, to avoid the hardships of conscription and infantry serv-
ice. The evident difficnlties and labors of an advance into this country,
and against such a force, and at such distance from our base of opera-
tions, with which we were connected but by a single precarious thread,
made it manifest that our policy was to induce the enemy to travel over
as much as possible of the space that separated us, thus avoiding for
us the wear and tear and diminution of our forces, and subjecting the
enemy to all this inconvenience, besides increasing for him and dimin-
ishing for us the dangerous consequences of a defeat. The means taken
to obtain this end were eminently successful. The enemy, expecting
us to go into winter quarters at Nashville, had prepared his own winter
quarters at Murfreesborough, with the hope of p_oss1bly making them at
Nashville, and had sent a large cavalry force into West Tennessee to
annoy Grant, and another large force into Kentucky to break up the
railroad.

In the absence of these forces, and with adequate supplies in Nash-
ville, the moment was judged opportune for an advance on the rebels.
Polk’s and Kirby Smith’s forces were at Murfreesborough, and Hardee’s
corps on the Shelbyville and Nolensville pike, between Triune and
Eagleville, with an advance guard at Nolensville, while our troops lay
in front of Nashville, on the Franklin, Nolensville, and Murfreesborough
turnpikes. . o

The plan of the movement was as follows: McCook, with three divis-
ions, to advance by Nolensville pike to Triane. Thomas, with two divis-
ions (Negley’s and Rousseau’s), to advance on his right, by the Franklin
and Wilson pikes, threatening Hardee’s right, and then to fall in by
the cross-roads to-Nolensville. Crittenden, with Wood’s, Palmer’s, and
Van Cleve’s divisions, to advance by the Murfreesborough pike to La

Vergne.
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With Thomas’ two divisions at Nolensvilte, McCook was to attack
Hardee at Triune, and, if the enemy re-enforced Hardee, Thomas was to
support McCook. If McCook beat Hardee, or Hardee retreated, and
the enemy met us at Stewart’s Creek, 5 miles south of La Vergne, Crit-
tenden was to attack him, Thomas was to come in on his left flank, and
McCook, after detaching a division to pursue or observe Hardee, if
retreating south, was to move with the remainder of his force on their
rear.

The movement began on the morning of December 26. McCook ad-
vanced on the Nolensville pike, skirmishing his way all day, meeting
with stiff resistance from cavalry and artillery, and closing the day by
a brisk fight, which gave hiin possession of Nolensville and the hills 13
miles in front, capturing one gun by the One hundred and first Ohio
and Fifteenth Wisconsin Regiments, his loss this day being about 75
killed and wounded. Thomas followed on the right, and closed Negley’s
division on Nolensville, leaving the other (Rousseau’s) division on the
right flank.

Crittenden advanced to La Vergne, skirmishing heavily on his front,
over a rough country, intersected by forests and cedar brakes, with but
slight loss.

On the 28th [27th] General McCook advanced on Triune, but his move-
ment was retarded by a dense fog.

Crittenden had orders to delay his movements until McCook had
reached Triune and developed the intentions of the enemy at that point,
s0 that it could be determined which Thomas was to support.

McCook arrived at Triune, and reported that Hardee had retreated,
and that he had sent a division in pursuit.

Crittenden began his advance about 11 a. m., driving before him a
brigade of cavalry, supported by Maney’s brigade of rebel infantry, and
reached Stewart’s Creek, the Third Kentucky gallantly charging the
rear guard of the enemy, and saving the bridge, on which had been
placed a pile of rails that had been set on fire. This was Saturday night.

McCook baving settled the fact of Hardee’s retreat, Thomas moved

Negley’s division on to join Crittenden at Stewart’s Creek, and moved
Rousseauw’s to Nolensville.

On Sunday the troops rested, except Rousseau’s division, which was
ordered to move on to Stewartston, and Willich’s brigade, which had
pursued Hardee as far as Riggs’ Cross-Roads, and had determined the
fact that Hardee had gone to Murfreesborough, when they returned to
Triane.

On Monday morning, McCook was ordered to move from Triune to
Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, 6 miles from Murfreesborough, leaving a bri-
gade at Triune. Crittenden crossed Stewart’s Creek by the Smyrna
Bridge and the main Murfreesborough pike, and Negley by the ford 2
miles above ; their whole force to advance on Murfreesborongh, distant
about 11 miles. Roussean was to remain at Stewart’s Creek until his
train came up, and prepare himself to follow. MeCook reached Wil
kinson’s Cross-Roads by evening, with an advance brigade at Overall’s
Creek, saving and holding the bridge, meeting with but little resistance.
Crittenden’s corps advanced, Palmer leading, on the Murfreesborough
pike, followed by Negley, of Thomas’ corps, to within 3 miles of Mur-
freesborough, having had several brisk skirmishes, driving the enemy
rapidly, saving two bridges on the route, and forcing the enemy back
to his intrenchments.

About 3 p. m. a signal message coming from the front, from General
Palmer, that he was in sight of Murfreesborough, and that the enemy
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were running, an order was sent, to General Crittenden to send a divis-
ion to occupy Murfreesborough. = Thisled General Crittenden, on reach-
ing the enemy’s front, to order Harker’s brigade fo cross the river at a
ford on his left, whre he surprised a regiment of Breckinridge’s divis-
ion and drove it back on its main line, not more than 500 yards distant,
in considerable confusion; and he held this position until General Crit-
tenden was advised, by prisoners captured by Harker’s brigade, that
Breckinridge was in force on his front, when, it being dark, he ordered
the brigade back across the river, and reported the circumstances to the
commanding general on his arrival, to whom he apologized for not
having carried out the order to occupy Murfreesborough. The general
approved of his action, of course, the order to occupy Murfreesborough
having been based on the information received from General Critten-
den’s advance division that the enemy were retreating from Murfrees-
borough.

Crittenden’s corps, with Negley’s division, bivouacked in order of
battle, distant 700 yards from the enemy’s intrenchments, our left ex-
tending down the river some 500 yards. The Pioneer Brigade, biv-
ouacking still lower down, preparcd three fords, and covered one of
them, while Wood’s division covered the other two, Van Cleve’s division
being in reserve.

On the morning of the 30th, Rousseau, with two brigades, was ordered
down early from Stewart’s Creek, leaving one brigade there and sending
another to Smyrna to cover our left and rear, and took his place in
reserve, inrear of Palmer’s right, while General Negley moved on through
the cedar brakes until his right rested on the Wilkinson pike, as shown
by the accompanying plan.* The Pioneer Corps cut roads through the
cedars for his ambulances and ammunition wagons.

The commanding general remained with the left and center, examin-
ing the ground, while General McCook moved forward from Wilkinson’s
Cross-Roads, slowly and steadily, meeting with heavy resistance, fight-
ing his way from Overall’s Creek until he got into position, with a loss
of some 135 killed and wounded.

Our small division of cavalry, say 3,000 men, had been divided into
three parts, of which General Stanley took two and accompanied Gen-
eral McCook, fighting his way across from the Wilkinson to the Frank-
lin pike, and below it, Colonel Zahm’s brigade leading gallantly, and
meeting with such heavy resistance that McCook sent two brigades from
Johnson’s division, who succeeded in fighting their way into the position
shown on the accompanying plan, marked A,* while the third brigade,
which had been left at Triune, moved forward fromn that place, and ar-
rived at nightfall near General McCook’s headquarters., Thus, on the
close of the 30th, the troops had all get into the position, substantially,
as shown in the accompanying drawing, the rebels occupying the posi-
tion marked A.*

At 4 oclock in the afternoon General McCook had reported his arrival
on the Wilkinson pike, joining Thomas; the result of the combat in the
afternoon near Griscom’s house, and the fact that Sheridan was in posi-
tion there; that his right was advancing to support the cavalry; also
that Hardee’s corps, with two divisions of Polk’s, was on his front, ex-
tending down toward the Salemn pike, without any map of the ground,
which was to us ferra incognita. When General McCook informed the
general commanding that his corps was facing strongly toward the east,
the general commanding told hiin that such a direction to his line did
not appear to him a proper one, but that it ought, with the exception

“To appear in Atlas.
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of his left, to face much more nearly south, with Johnson’s division in
reserve, but that this matter must be confided to him, who knew the
ground over which he had fought.

A meeting of the corps commanders was called at the headquarters
of the commanding general for this evening. General Thomas arrived
early, received his instructions, and retired. General Crittenden, with
whom the commanding general had talked freely during the afternoon,
was sent for, but was excused at the request of his chief of staff, who
sent word that he was very much fatiguned and was asleep. Generals
McCook and Stanley arrived about 9 o’clock, to whom was explained
the following .

PLAN OF BATTLE.

McCook was to occupy the most advantageous position, refusing his
right as much as practicable and necessary to secure it, to receive the
attack of the enemy; or, if that did not come, to attack himself, suf-
ficient to hold all the force on his front; Thomas and Palmer to open
with skirmishing, and engage the enemy’s center and left as far as the
river; Crittenden to cross Van Cleve’s division at the lower ford, cov-
ered and supported by the sappers and miners, and to advance on
Breckinridge ; Wood’s division to follow by brigades, crossing at the
upper ford and moving on Van Cleve’sright, to carry everything befare
them into Murfreesborough. This would have given us two divisions
against one, and, as soon as Breckinridge had been dislodged from his
position, the batteries of Wood’s division, taking position on the heights
east of Stone’s River, in advance, would see the enemy’s works in reverse,
would dislodge them, and enable Palmer’s division to press them back,
and drive them westward across the river or through the woods, while
Thomas, sustaining the movement on the center, would advance on the
right of Palmer, crushing their right, and Crittenden’s corps, advanc-
ing, would take Murfreesborough, and then, moving westward on the
Franklin road, get in their flank and rear and drive them into the coun-
try toward Salem, with the prospect of cutting off their refreat and prob-
ably destroying their army. )

It was explained to them that this combination, insuring us a vast
superiority on our left, required for its success that General McCook
should be able to hold his position for three hours; that, if necessary
to recede at all, he should recede, as he had advanced on the preceding
day, slowly and steadily, refusing his right, thereby rendering our sue-
cess certain.

Having thus explained the plan, the general commanding addressed
General McCook as follows: ¢ You know the ground; you have fought
over it; you know its difficulties. Can you hold your present position
for three hours?” To which General McCook responded, ¢ Yes, I think
I can” The general commanding then said, “I don’t like the tzacing 80
much to the east, but must confide that to you, who know the ground.
If you don’t think your present the best position, change it. It is only
necesgary for you to make things sore.” And the officers then returned
to their commands.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st the troops breakfasted and
stood to their arms, and by 7 o’clock were preparing for the

BATTLE.

The movement began on the left by Van Cleve, who crossed at the
lower fords. Wood prepared to sustain and follow him. The enemy,
meanwhile, bad prepared to attack General McCook, and by 6.30 o’clock
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advanced in heavy columns—regimental front—his left attacking Wil-
lieh’s and Kirk’s brigades, of Johnson’s division, which, being disposed,
as shown in the map, thin and light, without support, were, after a sharp
but fruitless contest, crambled to pieces and driven back, leaving Ed-
garton’s and part of Goodspeed’s battery in the hands of the enemy.

The enemy following up, attacked Davis’ division and speedily dis-
lodged Post’s brigade. Oarlin’s brigade was compelled to follow, as
Woodruff’s brigade, from the weight of testimony, had previously left
its position on his left. Johnson’s brigades, in retiring, inclined too far
to the west, and were too much scattered to make a combined resist-
ance, though they fought bravely at one or two points before reaching
Wilkinson’s pike. The reserve brigade of Johnson’s division, advancing
from its bivouac, near the Wilkinson pike, toward the right, took a good
position, and made a gallant but ineffectual stand, as the whole rebel
left was moving up on the groand abandoned by our troops.

Within an hour from the time of the opening of the battle, a staff
officer from General McCook arrived, announcing to me that the right
wing was heavily pressed and needed assistance; but I was not advised
of the rout of Willich’s and Kirk’s brigades, nor of the rapid with-
drawal of Davis’ division, necessitated thereby—moreover, having sup-
posed his wing posted more compactly, and his right more refused than
it really was, the direction of the noise of battle did not indicate to me
the true state of affairs. I consequently directed him to return and
direct General McCook to dispose his troops to the best advantage, and
to hold his ground obstinately. Soon after, a second officer from Gen-
eral McOook arrived, and stated that the right wing was being driven—
a fact that was but too manifest by the rapid movement of the noise of
battle toward the north.

General Thomas was immediately dispatched to order Rousseau, then
in reserve, into the cedar brakes to the right and rear of Sheridan.
General Crittenden was ordered to suspend Van Cleve’s movement
across the river, on the left,and to cover the crossing with one brigade,
and move the other two brigades westward across the fields toward the
railroad for a reserve. Wood was also directed to suspend his prepara-
tions for crossing, and to bold Hascall in reserve. At this moment fugi-
tives and stragglers from McCook’s corps began to make their appear-
ance through the cedar-brakes in such nutbers that I became satisfied
that McCook’s corps was routed. I, therefore, directed General Crit-
tenden to send Van Cleve in to the right of Rousseau; Wood to send
Oolonel Harker’s brigade farther down the Murfreesborough pike, to
%o in and attack the ememy on the right of Van Cleve’s, the Pioneer

rigade meanwhile occupying the knoll of ground west of Murfreesbor-
ough pike, and about 400 or 500 yards in rear of Palmer’s center, sup-
porting Stokes’ battery (see accompanying drawing). Sheridan, after
sustaining four successive attacks, gradually swung his right from a
southeasterly to a northwesterly direction, repulsing the enemy four
times, losing the gallant General Sill, of his right, and Colonel Roberts,
of his left brigade, when, having exhausted his ammunition, Negley’s
division being in the same predicament, and heavily pressed, after des-
perate fighting, they fell back from the position held at the commence-
ment, through the cedar woods, in which Rousseaw’s division, with a
portion of Negley’s and Sheridan’s, met the advancing enemy and
checked his movements.

The ammunition train of the right wing, endangered by its sudden
discomfiture, was taken charge of by Captain Thruston, of the First
Ohio Regiment, ordnance officer, who, by his energy and gallautry,
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pided by a charge of cavalry and such troops as he could pick up, car-
sied it through the woods to the Murfreesborough pike, around to the
rear of the left wing, thus enabling the troops of Sheridan’s division to
replenish their empty cartridge-boxes. During all this time Palmer’s
front had likewise been in action, the enemy having made several at-
tempts to advance upon it. At this stage it became necessary to re-
adjust the line of battle to the new state of affairs. Rousseauand Van
Cleve’s advance having relieved Sheridan’s division from the pressure,
Negley’s division and Cruft’s brigade, from Palmer’s division, withdrew
from their original position in front of the cedars, and crossed the open
field to the east of the Murfreesborough pike, about 400 yards in rear
of our front line, where Negley was ordered to replenish his ammunition
and form in close column in reserve.

The right and center of our line now extended from Hazen, on the
Murfreesborough pike, in & northwesterly direction; Hascall support-
ing Hazen; Rousseau filling the interval to the Pioneer Brigade; Neg-
ley in reserve; Van Cleve west of the Pioneer Brigade; McCool’s corps
refused on his right, and slightly to the rear, on Murfreesborough pike;
the cavalry being still farther to the rear, on Murfreesborough pike, at
and beyond Overall’s Creek.

The enemy’s infantry and cavalry attack on our extreme right was
repulsed by Van Cleve’s division, with Harker’s brigade and the cavalry.
After several attempts of the enemy to advance on this new line, which
were thoroughly repulsed, as were also their attempts on the left, the
day closed, leaving us masters of the original ground on our left, and
our new line advantageously posted, with open ground in front, swept
at all points by our artillery.

We had lost heavily in killed and wounded, and a considerable num-
ber in stragglers and prisoners; also twenty-eight pieces of artillery,
the horses having been slain, and our troops being unable to with
draw them by hand over the rough ground; but the enemy had been
thoroughly handled and badly damaged at all points, having had no
success where we had open ground and our troops were properly posted ;
none which did not depend on the original crushing in of our right and
the superior masses which were in consequence brought to bear upon
the narrow front of Sheridap’s and Negley’s divisions, and a part of Pal-
mer’s, coupled with the scareity of ammunition, caused by the circuitous
road which the train had taken, and the inconvenience of getting it from
a remote distance through the cedars. Orders were given for the issue
of all the spare ammunition, and we found that we had enough for
zf),notlﬁ:.r battle, the only question being where that battle was to be
oug]

It was decided, in order to complete our present lines, that the left
should be retired some 250 yards to a more advantageous ground; the
extreme left resting on Stone’s River, above the lower ford, and extend-
ing to Stokes’ battery. Starkweather’s and Walker’s brigades arriving
near the close of the evening, the former bivouacked in close column,
in reserve, in rear of McCook’s left, and the latter was posted on the
left of Sheridan, near the Murfreesborough pike, and next morning
relieved Van Cleve, who returned to his position in the left wing.

DISPOSITION FOR JANUARY 1,1863.

After careful examination and free consultation with corps comx
manders, followed by a personal examination of the ground in rear as
far as Overall’s Creek, it was determined to await the enemy’s attack
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in that position; to send for the provision train, and order up fresh sup-
plies of ammunition; on the arrival of which, should the enemy not
attack, effensive operations were to be resumed.

No dewmonstration [being made] on the morning of January 1, Orit-
senden was ordered to occupy the point opposite the ford, on his left,
with a brigade.

About 2 o’clock in the afternoon, the enemy, who had shown gigns
of movement and massing on our right, appeared at the extremity of
a field 13 miles from the Murfreesborough pike, but the presence of Gib-
som’s brigade, with a battery, occupying the woods near Overall’s Creek,
and Negley’s division, and a portion of Roussean’s, on the Murfreesbor-
ough pike, opposite the field, put an end to this demonstration, and the
day closed with another demonstration by the enemy on ‘Walker’s bri-
gade, which ended in the same mannper.

On Friday morning the enemy opened four heavy batteries on our
center, and made a strong demonstration of attack a little farther to
the right, but a well-directed fire of artillery soon silenced his bat-
teries, while the guns of Walker and Sheridan put an end to his efforts
there.-

About 3 p. m., while the commanding general was examining the
position of Crittenden’s left across the river, which was now held by
Van Cleve's division, supported by a brigade from Palmer’s, a doable
line of skirmishers was seen to emerge from the woods in a southeast-
erly direction, advancing across the fields, and they were soon followed
by heavy columns of infantry, battalion front, with three batteries of
artillery. Our only battery on that side of the river had been with-
drawn from an eligible point, but the most available spot was pointed
out, and it soon opened fire upon the enemy. The line, however, ad-
vanced steadily to within 100 yards of the front of Van Cleve’s division,
when a short and fierce contest ensued. Van Cleve’s division, giving
way, retired in considerable confusion across the river, followed closely
by the enemy.

General Crittenden immediately directed his chief of artillery to dis-
pose the batteries on the hill on the west side of the river so as to open
on them, while two brigades of Negley’s division, from the reserve, and
the Pioneer Brigade, were ordered up to meet the onset. The ﬂring
was terrific and the havoe terrible. The enemy retreated more rapidly
than they had advanced. In forty minutes they lost 2,000 men.

General Davis, seeing some stragglers from Van Cleve’s division, took
one of his brigades and crossed at a ford below, to attack the enemy on
his left flank, and, by General McCook’s order, the rest of his division
was permitted tofollow; but, when he arrived, two brigades of Negley’s
division and Hazen’s brigade, of Palmer’s division, had pursued the
fleeing enemy well across the fields, capturing four pieces of artillery
and a stand of colors.

It was now after dark, and raining, or we should have pursued the
enemy into Murfreesborough. As it was, Orittenden’s corps passed
over, and, with Davi#’, occupied the crests, which were intrenched in a
few hours.

Deeming it possible that the enemy might again attack our right and
center, thus weakened, [ thought it advisable to make a demonstration
on our right by a heavy division of camp-fires, and by laying out a line
of battle with torches, which answered the purpose.

Saturday, January 3, it rained heavily from 3 o’clock in the morning.
The plowed ground over which our left would be obliged to advance
was impassable for artillery. The amwnunition trains did not arrive
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Returs of casualties in the Union foroes, §-c.—Continued. Return of oasxaltios in the Union foroes, §0.—Continued.
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Stone’s River ; also a list of the animals, means of transportation, and
other proper‘y captured from the enemy 'and picked up on the field and
at Murfreesborough, as reported by the quartermasters of the several
divisions named. A large number of the wagons that were partially
burned by the enemy have been recovered and turned into the repair
shops. Some wagons and a large number of animals reported as lost
have been picked up by the several regiments, and will be taken up and
accounted for by the quartermasters in their monthly returns, so that
the actual loss is much less than appears by the annexed statement.

Very respectfull
v JOHN W. TAYLOR,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster.

Maj. Gen. W. 8. ROSECRBANS,
Commanding Department of the Qumberland.

Statement of publio animals and means o tured by the enemy, killed in
battle, and lost and desiroyed from l{wamber% 1862, Cntil Jam nuary 16, 1963,
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Statument of publio animals and means of transportation captured by the evmy, killed in
4 battle, lost and desiroyed, &o. S Continned. v
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Artillery.
Cavalry.
Total.
Mules.
Animals
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Fourth Brigade.

Headquarters
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2d Battalion, 18th Infantry, U. 8. .
6th U. S. Artillery [Battery ] .............
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Report of Capt. Jesse Merrill, Onief Signal Officer.

HpQErs. Si6NAL Corps, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
lflurfreesbo'rough, January 7, 1863.

MAJOR: We left Nashville on Friday, December 26, in company with
the advancing army, and kept well up to the trout until Monday, when
the troops were pushed vigorously forward, about 11 miles from where
we then were, to the place which was afterward the battle-fleld, the
west side of one fork of Stoné’s River. We kept communication with
two colummns of the advancing troops, hut, as they afterward merged into
one, one of the lines was abandoned. The one kept up was with Gen-
eral Crittenden, commanding left wing; the one abandoned, with Neg-
ley’s division of center, which came in on Crittenden’s right, on the same
road on which we were.

The right wing of the army, under McCook, consisting of three divis-
ions, marched on a road about 6 miles to our right. We used all our
energies in trying to get communication with him, but failed, the inter-
vening country being almost level, and a dense wood.

On Monday pight I accompanied Generals Rosecrans and Thomas to
the front. Communication was kept from the front to the rear during
the night. A copy of the messages sent will be forwarded as soon a8
the reports are received. On Tuesday we communicated between Gen-
erals Roseerans and Thomas. MecCook was then about 10 miles to the
right in the woods.

Crittenden’s headquarters were beside those of Rosecrans. The
skirmishing during the afternoon was very severe. At daylight on Wed-
nesday morning loud reports of artillery and musketry in rapid succes-
sion were heard on the right, and at almost the same time an attack was
made on the front center. Between 8 and 9 o’clock McCook’s line of
battle was broken, and his division separated, and, straggling, rushed
through the woods to the Murfreesborough pike, 2 miles from their
original position. Another line was formed parallel with the pike, and
here the cnemy were successfully resisted, both on the right and in front.
They were pressing us heavily, though, and when the sun went down,
?nd e(tlhe din of battle and the roar of artillery ceased, all seemed re-
ieved.

Signals could not be used to any advantage on that field ; woods and
clumps of trees were all around us. Even if this had not been so, it
wounld have been impossible to use them, for General Rosecrans was
constantly riding over the field, and other generals seemed equally act-
ive. At no one time, and I rode with him during most of the day, do
I remember of his having been one-half hour at the same place. ©
result of this day’s fight was, our right wing driven 2 miles, with a loss
of thirty pieces of artillery, and a large number of wounded and prison-
ers, and thousands of stragglers, who were rushing to the rear, and
could bardly be driven back to their places in the ranks. On Thurs-
day both armies lay quiet, seemingly worn out by the contest of the
previous day. To us it was a day of terrible suspense. On Friday
afternoon all our available force was massed on the left, to attack the
enemy’s right. Happily for us, they attacked us just when we were
about to move on them, and they were driven back with great loss and
in much disorder. On Saturday evening we again attacked them, and
drove them from a strong position. On Sunday morning they had with-

e
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drawn their forces across the river, and they began to evacuate this
place. The officers of the corps rendered all the assistance they could ;
the movements of the enemy were watched closely, though but little
could be seen of them. Some of them were efficient as aides-de-camp to
the generals to whom they were assigned. . .
I will elaim your indulgence for this report, as it has been written

under very unfavorable circun)ktlthaﬁces, and %;glreas haste. "

) ajor, very res u our obedient servan

I am, major, very respecttiilys YO © JESSE MERRILL,

Captain in Charge of Signal Corps, Fourteenth Army Corps.

Maj. ALBERT J. MYER,
Chief Signal Officer, U. 8. Army.

a——rt—

No. 9.
Report of Col. James Barnett, First Ohio Light Artillery, Chief of Artil-
lery.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murrreesborough, Tems., February 8, 1863.

Smw: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the general
commanding, a summary from the reports of the batteries of this depart-
ment, of their position, &o., at the late battle of Stone's River. .

Right wing, Second Division, composed of the following batteries:
Battery A, First Ohio Artillery, Lieutenant Belding commanding,
attached to General Willich’s brigade; Battery E, First Ohio Artillery,
Captain Edgarton, attached to Colonel Kirk’s brigade; Fifth Indiana,
Captain Simonson, attached to Colonel Buckley’s brigade, having the
following guns: Nine James rifies, three 6-pounder smooth-bore, two
12-pounder howitzers, two 10-pounder Parrotts, and two 12-pounder light
field guns. .

Ongthe evening of December 30, Battery A was placed in position in
the rear of the brigade, on the extreme right of the right wing, with
one section, the other two sections fronting the rear, horses unhitched,
but not unharnessed. . .

At daybreak the horses were sent to water, with the precaution to
return at the least alarm; firing commenced ; teams returned quickly
and hitched. The brigade falling back very fast, the buttery retired to
a slight eminence in the rear, bul the enemy having got so far to the
right that the guns were under a cross-fire. Near this point three guns
were taken by the enemy. Two other pieces were taken rapidly to the
rear, one gun, having horses remaining, was served with effect as oppor-
tunity was offered, firing about four rounds at each unlimbering. Upon
reaching the Murfreesborough pike, this gun was put in position with
Captain Simouson’s battery, where about ten rounds were fired. Upon
being ordered to return, one wheel-driver and two horses being killed
while limbering up, the piece was temporarily abandoned, but was
brought off by the Louisville Legion with prolonge attached. This bat-
tery the next day was held in position, with two guns, near the Mur-
freesborough pike, in reserve, where it remained until ordered forward
across the river.

Oompany E, First Ohio Artillery, Oaptain Edgarton, was posted, on
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the night of December 30, on the cxtreme right and in front of Battery
A, in position to guard a country road, horses harnessed all night.

At daylight of the 3lst, horses were sent to water; at the firing of
the pickets, horses were hitched in, or at least one-half, and others im-
mediately returned. Two shells were thrown in the direction of the
enemy, still invisible, and, as they appeared, six rounds of canister were
thrown with great effect. The vigorous attack of the enemy in front
and flank, and the loss of many horses, rendered it necessary to abandon
the battery, after, however, a determined resistance, 2 cannoneers being
bayoneted at the guns. Captain Edgarton and Lieutenant Berwick were
captured. )

The Fifth Indiana Battery, Captain Simonson, was first put in posi-
tion on the morning of the 31st abont one-half mile to the right of the
Six-Mile pike, upon which the right wing advanced upon an open field,
with the battery fronting to the west. Here the right section was tem-
porarily detailed, by order of Colonel Baldwin, and ordered to the left
and front about 400 yards. From this position the battery fell back
with the division, and was ordered, by Brigadier-General Johnson, to
take another position on the crest, about 200 yards to the right of the
Murfreesborough pike and near to the right of Major-General Rous-
sean’s division, which position it retained antil ordered to retire,

The next ground taken was in the open space to the left, and about
25 yards from the railroad, where it remained antil about sunset, when
General Johnson ordered the battery to the left of his division, about
185 yards to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, opposite the head-
quarters of Major-General Rousseau, where it remained until ordered to
cross Stone’s River, January 5. The battery lost two guns.

The artillery of the First Division is composed of the following bat-
teries, and had the following guns: Fifth Wisconsin, Captain Pinney,
attached to Colonel Post’s brigade; Second Minnesota, Captain Hotch-
kiss, attached to Colonel Oarlin’s brigade ; Eighth Wisconsin, Captain
Carpenter, attached to Colonel Woodruff’s brigade. Four 10-pounder
Parrotts, eight 6-pounder smooth-bore, four 12-pounder howitzers. Cap-
tain Pinney’s battery, which, with his brigade, was on the extreme right
of the army, on the 30th, after driving the enemy, to enable the skirmish-
ers to advanee to the open fields in front, took position, with horses in
harness, for the night. After dark, two brigades of the Second Division
took position on the right.

On the morning of the 31st, upon the falling back of these two brigades,
the battery changed front to the right, to meet the enemy rapidly ap-
proaching by the right and rear, supported by the Fifty-ninth Illinois
and posted in a corn-field, where they opened fire with canister, check-
ing temporarily the advance of the enemy. However, being unopposed
on the right, the position became untenable, and the battery was with-
drawn, leaving Captain Pinney dangerously wounded, with the loss of
some 18 horses and one gun. The balance of the battery was dragged to
the rear by the assistance of the Fifty-ninth Illinois. Near the Nashville
pike it was charged upon by cavalry, who were driven off by the Fourth
Cavalry Regiment, and took position behind Overall’s Creek, on a hill to
the right of the pike, where they remained all night.

The next morning their position was on the left of the pike, where
breastworks were thrown up in a position to enfilade the enemy’s lines.
At this point a rebel battery, opening, was soon silenced by a few Par-
rott shots.

In the afternoon of the next day the battery, with its brigade, was
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ordered to cross the Stone’s River, where it was put into powtion, throw
ing up breastworks, and where it remained until 2 o’clock on the morn-
ing of January 4, when it recrossed the river, taking its former position
on the right, where it remained until January 6, 1863.

The Second Minnesota Battery, Captain Hotchkiss, moved on the 30th
with its brigade to the right of the Wilkinson pike until the withdrawal
of skirmishers, when the battery opened with canister and sphberical case
with effert. When the first line of the brigade had arrived at the point
about 180 yards from the house ot Mrs. William Smith, two batteries,
sne about 100 yards west of the house and another on the east of the
aouse, 250 yards distant, opened fire on the Twenty-first Mlinois and
Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers. These batteries were soon silenced, but
another to the right, about 500 yards, enfilading the brigade, was driven
off by a well-directed fire from this battery.

Before daylight on the morning of the 31st, the battery was retired
200 yards, soon after which the brigade was vigorously attacked and
obliged to fall back across the open fields, and entered a wood about 200
yards east of Griscom’s house, when several rounds were fired with de-
structive effect.

The command was again retired about 1 mile, and went into position
in the edge of a cedar grove, from whence it again retired to the railroad.
The next position was near the Nashville pike, 4 miles from Murfrees-
borough.

On January 2, under order of Major-General Rosecrans, the brigade
and battery were sent to the left, crossing Stone’s River at the ford,
relieving Colonel Hazen, where they remained until January 4.

The Eighth Wisconsin Battery, Captain Carpenter,at about 11 o’clock,
December 30, was posted on the edge of a cotton-field, in front of a wood
running parallel with the pike, facing southeast, placed in the interval
beaflween General Sill’s right and the left of its (Colonel Woodruff’s) bri-
gade.

At about 3 oclock the command was moved forward, with heavy skir-
mishing. The right of the brigade, being well advanced, was halted,
and remained until support should come up. The battery was placed
at the angle of the fence, to protect the right and front, when it received
a heavy fire, occasionally replying with shell, until toward night, when
the enemy opened a heavy artillery fire on the right of Carlin’s brigade,
which was silenced in handsome style in five minutes. Colonel Carlins
brigade being attacked at about the same time, this battery again opened
with such effect as to effectually check the attack.

The enemy on the morning of the 31st made their attack in five lines,
the battery opening a full fire of canister with terrific effect. After a
determined resistance, being ordered back, several ineffectual attempts
were made to get into position, but, owing to the general stampede, no
stand could be made until they reached the Murfreesborough pike, where
they remained until Friday; being then ordered to the left, crossed the
f‘og, and went into position on the extreme left, about 2 miles from the
ord.

On Saturday, January 3, the battery changed position again to the
right, where it remained until ordered to Murfreesborough.

The batteries of the Third Division are as follows: Battery G, First
Missouri, Captain Hescock, attached to Colonel Schaefer’s (Second) bri-
gade; Battery C, First Illinois, Captain Houghtaling, attached to Colo-
nel Roberts’ (Third) brigade; Fourth Indiana Battery, Captain Bush,
attached to General Sill’s (Ftst) brigade, with the following guns : Two
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10-pounder Parrotts, four 12-pounder light field guns, two James rifles,
six 6-pounder smooth-bore, and four 12-pounder howitzers. .

Battery G, First Missouri, Captain Hescock, moved on the worning
of the 30th, at 7 a. m., with its brigade, on the right an(,l rear of the
division, to the right of the Wilkinson pike, having B:lsh s battery on
the left. Toward evening, Bush moving to the front, Captain Hescock
took his place. The three batteries of the Q1ws1on concentrated their
fire upon the enemy’s batteries, silencing their fire.

In the morning this battery and Captain Houghtaling’s opened a heav_'y’
fire upon the enemy, who were engaging Generals Sill’s and ’Davm
commands, until the enemy, who were pursuing General Johnson’s com-
mand, gained their rear, when they moved to the front, to the position
first held by the enemy, and then took position on the north side of the
road, sending one section to re-enforce Oaptain Bush, engaging the
enemy hotly until their ammunition was expended, when they retired
through the cedars with the division. After gaining the open field, their
guns were brought into action and fired until all the ammunition was
expended. .

About 3 o’clock, January 1, they took a position south of the Mur-
freesborough pike, and were not further engaged.

Battery C, First Illinois, Captain Houghtaling, on the 30th moved on
the left of Captain Bush, and next to the Wilkinson pike, south side;
opened fire, in concert with other batteries of the division, at the enemy
in front. .

On the 31st, at the falling back of General Johnson, this battery took
position on the right of the pike, just in the edge of the timber, sup-
ported by Colonel Roberts’ brigade, where he remained until all of his
horses were killed and ammunition expended, when he was forced to
abandon his guns, falling back and assisting at the guns of the other
batteries of the division.

The Fourth Indiana Battery, Oaptain Bush, on the afternoon of the
30th, being on the right of Captain Houghtaling, moved his battery to
the front and opened fire on the enemy at short range, with the other
batteries, driving back the enemy. During the night the captain moved
to a more commanding position. L

On the 31st, the bat%le opened with this division by an attempt to cap-
ture this battery, which was gallantly defended by General Sill, when
this brave officer fell between the guns. The battery fell back with the
other batteries of the division, and took position on the north of the
pike, sending one section, with Lieutenant Flansburg, tore- enforce Cap-
tain Houghtaling ; one Parrott section, with Lieutenant Taliaferro, was,
at this time, sent to Captain Houghtaling, assisted by Captain Hescock,
when, after a very warm resistance, and ammunition failing, the battery
was compelled to retire, with the loss of two of its guns left in the
cedars. The next position taken was on the south of the Murfreesbor-

rike, with the division. .
O bt Tho artillery of the First Division consists of the following
batteries: CaptainStone, First Kentucky Battery; Lieutenant Van Pelt,
First Michigan Battery; Company H, Fifth U. S. Artillery, Lieuten-
ant Guenther, with the following guns: Ten 10-pounder Parrotts, two
James rifles, two 6-pounder smooth-bore, and four 12-pounder light

field 8. ) .
eCalg)-ll;l:in Stone’s First Kentucky Battery was not ordered into position
until January 1, when it was posted on the right of the Murtree_sbor-
ough pike, directly in front of the log-house, one section being stationed
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in the woods, about 100 yards distant. The battery afterward moved
to the front edge of the woods, in rear of the center of the brigade to
which it was attached. At night it relieved Lieutenant Parsons’ bat-
tery, which was stationed outside and in front of the woods, command-
ing the corn-fields and woods to the right and front, in which position
it remained until January 3. At 4 p. m. relieved Captain Cox’s half
battery, which was about 50 yards to the left, posting a half battery in
its place at night; shelled the fields and woods from both points; was
not further engaged.

The First Michigan Battery, Lieutenant Van Pelt, took position on the
morning of the 31st on the Ieft of the pike, 3 miles from Murfreesborough,
where they remained during the day, serving their guns with effect;
were relieved on the 1st of January, and took position about half a mile
in rear of front line of battle.

On January 2 moved a few hundred yards to the front, and took posi-
tion on the right of the pike, remaining at this point through the day.
On Saturday morning the battery moved to the front, behind earth-
works, immediately beyond the pike, fronting the position occupied on
Wednesday, remaining there all day and night, shelling the woods at
sundown.

On the morning of the 31st, Company H, [Fifth Artillery, Lieutenant
Guentber, moved through the cedars to the left of the pike with its
brigade, but was returned, owing to the impracticability of operating
in the woods, and took position in the open ground in time to cheeck a
rebel advance. Irom the cedars it then moved to a position on the rise
of ground on the opposite side of the pike. On the appearance of the
enemy at close range, a heavy fire with canister shot was opened on
them with such effect that they were driven back to the woods in dis-
order. The battery held this pesition until the morning of Janunary 1,
when it was moved some distance to the rear, and, after several changes
of front, was ordered with the brigade to a point on the Murfreesborough
pike, beyond Stewart’s Creek. This order being countermanded, the
battery encamped near its old point.

On the morning of January 3 fire was opened on a battery of the
enemy which was annoying our troops, resulting in driving it from its
position. During the forenoon the brigade and battery moved forward
and occupied rifle-pits and epaunlements which had been constructed for
them. At dusk the battery opened fire with shell and spherical case
shot on the enemy, concealed in the woods and buildings and behind
breastworks, &c., which, being followed by infantry, drove them from
their position. The battery remained in position during the following
day, and on the morning of the 5th removed to Murfreesborough.

The batteries of the Second Division, Brigadier-General Negley, are
as follows: Company M, First Ohio, Captain Schultz; Company G,
First Ohio Artillery, Lientenant Marshall ; Company M, First Ken-
tucky [Second Kentucky Battery|, Lieutenant Ellsworth, with the fol-
lowing guns: Two 12-pounder Wiard steel guns, two 6-pounder Wiard,
four 12-pounder howitzers, two Jawmes rifles, one 6-pounder smooth-
bore, and two 16-pounder Parrotts. The three batteries of this division
were posted with the division on a slope of the west bank of Stone’s
River, in advanece, but joining the right, of General Crittenden’s line,
with General Sheridan on their right; Captain Schultz on the right of
Battery G, First Ohio, and Battery M, First Kentucky [Second Ken-
tucky Battery], on the left. The batteries opened fire on the enemy
and drove them, holding the position during the day and night.
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On the 31st, these batteries, after holding their position under a mur-
derous fire for four hours, having a large proportion of their horses
killed, and being out of ammunition, were compelled to retire with the
loss of six guns in getting through the cedars. . .

On January 1, Company M was posted on the left side of the rail-
road; changed position about 1 o’clock to the right of Murfreesborough
pike, where it remained until night. .

On January 2, these batteries were posted on the hill at the ford of
Stone’s River, to resist the attack on the left, which proved successful.

Left Wing.—The batteries of the left wing are the following: Com-
pany M, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, Lieutenaut Parsons; Company H,
Fourth Artillery, Lieutenant Throckmorton; Company B, First Ohio
Artillery, Captain Standart, attached to the Second Division; Tenth
Indiana, Captain Cox; BEighth Indiana, Lientenant Kstep; Sixth Ohio,
Captain Bradley, attached to the First Division; Seventh Indiana Bat-
tery, Captain Swallow ; Third Wisconsin, Lieutenant Livingston; Twen-
ty-sixth Pennsylvania [Battery B, Pennsylvania Light Artillery], Lieu-
tenant Stevens, attached to the Third Division, with the following guns:
Four 3-inch rifles, ten 12-pounder howitzers, six James rifles, twelve 6-
pounder smooth-bores, and sixteen 10-pounder Parrotts.

The first position taken by Batteries H and M, under command of
Lieutenant Parsons, was just to the right of the Murfreesboronugh pike,
23 miles from Muarfreesborough. During the morning they retired for
ammunition, and took a second position between the railroad and pike,
and, after firing away all their ammunition, they again retired. On
January 2 they were moved to the front, and soon after took position
at the hill near the ford, and participated in repulsing the enemy from
our left.

Company B, First Ohio Artillery, Oaptain Standart, on the 31st was
posted on the right of Lientenant Parsons. After firing away his am-
munition, he retired for the day. On the 2d he was put in position on
the hill on the right of the pike, commanding the corn-field occupied by
Stokes’ battery the day before. Being under a very heavy cannonad-
ing, three pieces were retired to a position under cover, in reserve, to
the left of the pike. These three guns were, in the afternoon, move(i to
the left, to resist the attack of the enemy.

Company F, First Ohio, Captain Cockerill, on the 31st, was placed in
position on the left of Parsons’ battery, and on the right of the pike;
but during the morning retired and took position on the left of the rail-
road and about 400 yards from it, which position they held until the at-
tack on the left, to which point Lieutenant Osburn moved four pieces,
the captain having been wounded.

Captain Bradley, on the morning of the 31st, moved, with Colonel
Harker’s brigade in its advance, to check the enemy on the right, and
held with it its position through the day. On the 2d he held a position
om commanding ground near to the right of the railroad. When the
attack was made on the left, he changed front to fire to the left.

The Seventh Indiana Battery, Captain Swallow, on the 31st, went into
battery a short distance to the right of the pike, 24 miles from Murfrees-
borough, and in the afternoon moved to the left of the railroad, going
into battery on the right of Cockerill’s battery. On the 2d this battery
;f:»lsc()1 was placed on the high ground to resist the enemy’s attack at the

ord.

The Eighth Indiana Battery, Lieutenant Estep, was placed on the
opposite side of the pike (left) and rear of Captain Swallow’s battery.
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On the 2d, having suffered severely from the enemy’s artillery in the
morning, he retired to repair damages, and, when the attack was made
on the left, massed with the other batteries on the hill at the ford.

The Tenth Indiana Battery, Captain Cox, was placed in position in
front and on the left of the railroad, which he maintained on the 31st
and afterward. The Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Battery [Battery B,
Pennsylvania Light Artillery], Lieutenant Stevens, was pested on the
left and facing the pike, 3 miles from Murfreesborough, when the enemy
appeared. As they fell back he moved forward, crossing the pike,
taking position on the ridge, changing several times.

On the 2d he changed front to fire to the left, and opened fire when
the attack was made in that direction.

The Third Wisconsin Battery, Lieutenant Livingston, was command-
ing the ford on the 31st. They afterward moved across the river at the

ford. When the attack was made on the 2d, they recrossed and took

position on the hill in line with the other batteries of the corps.

The Board of Trade Battery, Captain Stokes, attached to the Pioneer
Brigade, consisting of four 6-pounders, smooth-bore, and two James
rifles, moved, on the 31st, promptly to the front and right of the pike,
serving canister with effect. They afterward moved still farther to the
front, holding a good position, commanding a corn-field and the wood
beyond. After having held the position thirty-six hours, the battery
wasg ordered to the rear.

On the 2d, this battery was again put in position with the batteries
to resist .the aftack from the left, and opened, with the artillery force
massed at that point, a destructive fire, causing the enemy to retire.
The losses in matériel and personnel I had the honor to report immedi-
ately after the battle.

The many gallant actions of battery officers and men are named by
their immediate comnanders in their reports, to which I respectfully
refer for the details of their action. The practice of the batteries was
good, and the precaution of the general commanding to fire low and be
sparing of ammaunition was heeded. Owing to the nature of the coun-
try, the loss of the guns was unavoidable, as in falling back on the right
the horses could not be under cover, and the thick cedar thickets pre-
vented the guns being brought off by hand.

Six guns, 3 caissons, 3 damaged forges, and 2 battery wagons were
captured from the enemy, or recaptured ; also 5,451 muskets, with bayo-
nets, scabbards, &c.

The whole number of men engaged in serving the batteries was 86
commissioned officers and 2,760 non-commissioned officers and privates.

I remain, colonel, your obedient servant,
JAMES BARNETT,

Oolonel and Chief of Artillery.
Lieut. Col. C. GODDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General ard Ohief of Staff.

16 B B—VOL XX, PT I



242

Report of loes sustained by the baiteries of the Fourteonth Adrmy Corps.

]

KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND 8W. VA.

-popuedxe uor}
-URWNE §PUNOI JO JOQUIDN

TREEZSRE8ESERRRESREEAEILIT R
il

L latal el A e

it

y

wagons

Harnesa.

o074 jo mog

ey Jo w08

JAMES BARNETT,
Qolonel and Ohief of Arﬁikry.

Horses.

‘Fupeerm pue parngde)

Guns.

‘poxugde)

Enlisted
men.

‘Suevim pus parmydey

853“'43” -(N n

popunoOp

LA B WO B L MW WO D
v -l — Y - ™~

SHONOD 1O ;| I NNREA TN (N N

.....................

Name of commanding officer.

Captain Stokes ........ ..

gston....
ens.......

Nding--LL LU

Eq,
Lieuntenant
tenant Estep.........

tenant Marshall
tain Cockerill......

tain Schultz ....
tain Bradle;

P
eu
AD
D
oul

a)
Lieutenant Parsons
Captain Swallow ...
Lieutenant Livin
Lientenant Stev

Caj
Caj
Li

C

C

LA
Cap
Lieu!
Cap

of battery.

P 355 '
Ry R
EE B9 555555;’5‘;?5?5:5%5?
: T B3EERE . Fe8 H
?,5 52 rpp, pkearaEg ERiiiE
£a DEE, p<dE : g
PPN W I
B8 2=H8AAR5 30 358 93- S5 g§8 LT |
e Fong agRea@s080ER08380R88
ELLEE oL PR EENGEE oy L
e T.2ane N U e I
ERELF L F Lo e o P
e LR EM e
FEPEL PSS et PR
ARERATESRIRAdRARAAEA~ K255

{Crar. XXXIL

Reapectfully submitted.
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No. 10.

Report of Capt. James St. Clair Morton, U. S. Engineers, commanding
Pioneer Brigade.

HDQRS. PIONEER BRIGADE, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Camp, 3 miles north of Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5,1863.

MAJOR: According to your order, 1 have the honor to submit the
following report of the part taken in the late battle by my brigade,
which is composed of three battalions of Pioneers and Stokes’ (Chicago
Board of Trade) battery :

On the march hither from Nashville, ny brigade constructed two
bridges over Stewart’s Creek between the hours of 4 p. m. and 4 a. m.
December 29 and 30, arriving here on the 30th.

On the morning of the 31st, the brigade was engaged in improving the
fords of Stone’s River, in which the right battalion sustained the fire of
some rebel cavalry, when I was ordered to take position in the line of
battle, and formed my lrigade, by the orders of the commanding gen-
eral in person, fronting toward the right, where the enemy appeared
on a rise of ground in front of us, from which they had driven one of
our batteries. I immediately opened fire with canister from Stokes’
battery and drove them back. I then, by order of the commanding
general in person, advanced to the said rise, and held it under the fire
of three rebel batteries. I supported the battery by the First Battalion
of Pioneers on the left, posted in a thicket, and by the Third Battalion
on the right. The Second Battalion was placed in a wood still farther
to the right.

Shortly after I had formed my line, the enemy appeared across the
field, preparing to charge upon some of our troops, who were retiring,
but had been rallied by the commanding general. I opened fire upon
these from Stokes’ battery, which played over the head of the com-
manding general and our troops, and arrested their advance. My right
battalion was soon after attacked, the object of the enemy being to
penetrate through the line under cover of the woods. Said battalion
changed front so as to obtain a flanking fire, and by a single volley
repulsed the enemy, composed of the Eleventh and Fourteenth Texas
Regiments. In this the battalion was aided by the Seventy-ninth In-
diana, which had rallied on its right.

Toward sundown, the enemy appearing on my left, I brought two
sections of Stokes’ battery to the lett of my First Battalion, and repulsed
a brigade of the enemy which attacked that battalion in the thicket.
They left their dead within 50 paces of my line. In this affair both the
battalion and the battery behaved very creditably.

The brigade slept on their arms the night of the 31st. Early on the
1st instant the enemy appeared on my left, apparently to advance
through the gap between it and the pike. I changed my front and
occupied the gap, and sastained and returned their volleys of musketry,
playing upon them from the battery and preventing their advance be-
yond the edge of the woods. We held this position till after nightfall,
when the brigade was relieved and formed in reserve.

On the morning of the 2d, part of the Pioveers were engaged in mak-
ing road crossings over the railroad, when the enemy opened a cannonade,
which reached our camp. I brought out Stokes’ battery and returned
the fire. The battalions advanced, supporting it under a fire of solid
shot and shell. The cannonade having ceased, I received orders to fall
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General summary of oasnaltics of Right Wing—Continued.
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General summary of killed and wounded at the baitle of Stone’s hiver, §c.—Continued,
SECOND DIVISION.
(8. MARKS, medical divector.)
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No. 17.
Report of Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, U. 8. Army, commanding First
Division.

HDQES. 1sT DIVISION, RiGHT WING, 14TH ARMY CORPS,
January —, 1863.
MAJOR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the division under my command in the recent operations

* This division reports zo batteries.
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command, and we took position on the west side of the Nashville pike,
and laid on our arms at night. i

Our loss during the day was First Lieut. H. M. MecConnell, Company
H, killed,and Second Lientenant Kagay, Company K, slightly wounded;
9 men killed and 39 wounded.

January 1, 1863, changed position to rear of the pike, and laid on our
arms at night.

January 2, about 4 p. m., moved across the river to our left, to repel
the enemy’s assault in that direction. After coming under fire of the
enemy’s batteries, foymed line of battle,and advanced, under heavy artil-
lery fire, to within musket range, of their battery, and silenced it. Took
the adjutant of the Forty-first Alabama and 12 men prisoners. Lost
1 man killed and 1 wounded. Laid on our arms at night.

The officers and men deserve great credit for their patience and en-
durance, being exposed to drenching rain, cold, and hunger, without fire
nearly all the time, for a week. No officer failed in his duties. All did
well and deserve commendation.

Major Mecllwain had command of the skirmishers of the brigade on
the 30th and on the morning of December 31, and deserves great credit
for the bravery and skill he displayed in handling them; and, after
they were driven in and the action became general, he returned to his
command, and by his cool courage and gallantry, shown throughout
the entire conflict, deserves my highest commendation.

Recapitulation of casualties.

1 E e
z 1 8
AR AR
4| E l A=
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Enlisted mMen ..o..oocunuvunimerintiatecneacaaanienosreotsaceiiceietiians 10 49 25 84
b 11 LR GRS N 1 50 25 a6

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘WM. P, CHANDLER,
. Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment.
Lieutenant FLYNN,
Actg. Asst, Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade, First Division.

No. 30.

Report of Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson, U. 8. Army; commanding
Second Division.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIvisioN, RIGHT WING,
January 8, 1863.
_Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the Second Division, under my command, beginning December
?56,11886%2’ the day on which it left Nashville, and terminating on January
s :
The Second Division is composed of the following troops:
First Brigade, Brig. Gen. A. Willich commanding : Forty-ninth Ohio,
Colonel Gibson ; Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Wallace ; Thirty-ninth Indiana,
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Lieutenant-Colonel Jones; Thirty-second Indiana, Lieutenant Colonel
Erdelmeyer; Eighty-ninth lllinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Hotchkiss, and
Goodspeed’s battery, First Ohio Artillery.

Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. E. N. Kirk commanding : Twenty-ninth
Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn; Thirtieth Indiana, Colonel Dodge ;
Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenaut-Colonel Housum ; Thirty-
fourth Iilinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Bristol; Seventy-ninth 1ilinois, Colo-
nel Read, and Edgarton’s battery, Ohio Artillery.

Third Brigade, Col. P. P. Baldwin commanding: Sixth Indiana, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Tripp ; Fifth Kentucky (Louisville Legion), Lientenant-
Colonel Berry; First Ohio, Major Stafford ; Ninety-third Ohio, Colonel
Anderson, and Simonson’s (Indiana) battery.

Major Klein’s battalion, of Third Indiana Cavalry, was assigned to
duty with the Second Division.

Agreeably to orders, the three divisions constituting the right wing
of the Fourteenth Army Corps marched from their camps, near Nash-
ville, taking the Nolensville pike, and arrived in that village the same
day at 4 p. m.

On the following day the same divisions, with mine in advance,
marched to Triune. The rebel rear gnard contested the ground inch by
inch, and the day was passed constantly skirmishing with them, with
no loss on our side, but several casualties on their part. Trinne was
occupied by my division about 4 p. m.

The following day, December 28, the command remained in Triune.
A reconnaissance to ascertain the direction the enemy had retreated
was made by a brigade of my command, commanded by Brig. Gen. A.
Willich. It having been ascertained that the enemy had retreated
toward Murfreesborough, I was ordered to leave a brigade at Triune,
and on the 29th to march on Murfreesborough, on what is known as
the Bole Jack road. Col. P. P. Baldwin’s (Third) brigade was left at
Trinne.

The command arrived at Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads about 8 p. m. on
the 29th, and an order was sent at once to Colonel Baldwin to move
forward his brigade, which arrived early on the afternoon of the 30th,
My division was in reserve on the 29th.

On the following morning, December 30, General Sheridan’s division
was ordered to advance in line of battle, covering the Wilkinson pike,
while General Davis’ division marched in the same order on the right
of General Sheridan. My division, being held in reserve, was marched
in column on the pike. There being no troops on General Davis’ right,
and General Sheridan’s left being gnarded by General Crittenden’s left
wing, I was ordered to oblique to the right, covering the right of Gen-
eral Davis’ division.

About 2 p. m. I received an order from Major-General McCook to look
well to my right, as General Hardee (rebel), with his corps, was on the
right flank of our column. I ordered Brigadier-General Kirk, com-
manding the Second Brigade, to take position with his brigade, his left
resting against the right of General Davis, his right refused, so as to
cover our right flank. )

About dark I placed General Willich’s brigade on the right of Kirk’s,
refusing his right, and directing a heavy line of skirmishers to be thrown
forward, connecting on the left with those of General Davis, and extend-
ing to the right and rear, near the Wilkinson pike. This line of skir-
mishers was thrown forward about 600 yards, and near those of the
enemy. My Third Brigade, Colonel Baldwin commanding, was beld in
reserve.
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At dusk on the evening of the 30th the troops occupied the-position
as indicated by the accompanying map. In consultztion with Major-
General McCook, late in the afternoon of December 30, he informed
me that he had reliable information to the effect that the center of the
rebel line of battle was opposite our extreme right, and that we would
probably be attacked by the entire rebel army early on the following
morning. His prediction proved true. He also informed me that he
had communicated this information to the commaunding general,

1 expected a change in the programme for the following day, but none
was made. My brigade commanders were called together, and the op-
erations of the following day fully explained to them. Every arrange-
ment was made for an attack, Two gallant and experienced officers
commanded my two advanced brigades, and every precaution was taken
against surprise.

At 6.22 on the morning of the 31st the outposts in front of my divis-
ion were driven in by an overwhelming force of infantry, outnumber-
ing my forces greatly, and known to contain about 35,000 men. At the
same time my extreme right was attacked by the enemy’s cavalry.

The gallant Wnllich and Kirk soon opened a heavy fire of musketry
and artillery upon the advaueing columns, causing wavering in the
ranks, but fresh columns would soon replace them, and it was apparent
that to fall back was a “military necessity.” Edgartow’s battery, after
firing three rounds, bad so many of its horses killed as to render it un-
manageable. He, however, remained with it,and continued to fire until
he fell by a severe wound, and he and his battery fell into the hands of
the enemy. Before falling back, the horse of General Willich was killed,
and he was wounded and taken prisoner.

About the same time General Kirk received a severe wound, which
disabled him. Seeing the pressure upon my lines, I ordered up my re-
serve brigade, under the gallant Baldwin. The troops of his brigade
advanced promptly and delivered their fire, holding their ground for
some time, but they, too, were compelled to fall back. The troops of
this division for the first time were compelled to yield the field tempo-
rarily, but the heroes of Shiloh and Perryville did not abandon their
ground until forced to do so by the immense masses of the enemy hurled
against them, and then, inch byinch. The ground over which the divis-
ion passed, covered with the enemy’s dead and those of our own men,
shows that the field was warmly contested. Several times the lines
were reformed and resistance offered, but the columns of the enemy
were too heavy for a single line, and ours would have to yield. Finally
the left flank of my division reached the line of General Rousseau’s,
when it was reformed and fought until out of ammunition, but my effi-
cient ordnance officer, Lieutenant Murdoch, had a supply in readiness,
which was soon issued, and the division assisted in driving the enemy
from the field in their last desperate suruggioc of the day. Soon the
curtain of darkness fell upon the scene of blood, and all was quiet,
awaiting the coming of morn to renew hostilities. Morning came, but
the enemy had withdrawn.

January 1 was a day of comparative quiet in camp, few shots being
fired, but many preparations made for a heavy battle on the following
day. Geperal Crittenden’s wing was attacked in force on the 2d, and
one of my brigades (Colonel Gibson’s) was sent to re-enforce him. For
the gallant part taken by it, reference is made to the report of Major-
General Crittenden. The enemy evacuated Murfreesborough on the
night of the 3d.

On the 6th I was ordered to remove my camp to a poiunt on the Shel-
tyville road, 4 miles south of Murfreesborough.
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The conduct of officers and men under my command was good. (The
Loui$ville Legion, under the gallant Lieutenant-Colonel Berry, brought
off by hand one cannon after the horses were killed.) They yielded the
ground only where overpowered, offering an obstinate resistance at
every point. Some few in each regiment, becoming panic-stricken,
fled to Nashville for safety. Captain Simonson managed his battery
with skill and courage, and with it did good execution. He lost two
guos, but not until the horses had been killed and the guns disabled.
Goodspeed’s battery lost three guns and quite a number of horses.
This battery was handled well, and did good execution, under Lieaten-
ant Belding. ) )

Reference is respectfully made to the reports of regimental and bri-
gade commanders for the list of those who, by their bravery and good
conduct, rendered themselves conspicuous.

After the capture of General Willich, his brigade was commanded
temporarily by Colonel Wallace, Fifteenth Ohio, but was afterward re-
placed by Colonel Gibson, Forty-ninth Ohio. General Kirk becoming
disabled, was replaced by Colonel Dodge, Thirtieth Indiana, while the
Third Brigade was commanded throughout by Colonel Baldwin.

These four colonels have demonstrated their fitness for command on
several bloody fields, and are recommended to my superiors for promo-
tion. Their coolness and courage rendered them conspicuous through-
out the bloody engagement. Major Kiein and his battalion of the Third
Indiana Cavalry deserve special mention. Under their gallant leader
the battalion was always in front, and rendered efficient service.

To Captains Bartlett, Hooker, Thruston, and McLeland, and Lieu-
tenants Taft, Hill, and Sheets, of my staff, my thanks are due for their
efficiency and promptness in carrying orders to all parts of the field.

My medical director, Surgeon Marks, and the medical officers of the
division were untiring in their exertions to alleviate the sufferings of
the wounded, and to them my thanks are due. My escort, composed of
the following-named men of the Third Kentucky Cavalry, who accom-
panied me throughout the engagement, deserve special mention for their
good conduct : Sergt. William C. Miles, Privates George Long, Thomas
Salyers, John Christian, John Whitten, James Bowen, B. Hammerstein,
and R. A. Norah. Private Bowen’s horse was killed by a cannon-ball.

The loss of the division was as follows : Killed, 260; wounded, 1,005;
missing, 1,280 (supposed to have been captured).*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. W. JOHNSON,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Maj. JOBN A. CAMPBELL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 31.
Report of Capt. Peter Simonson, Fifth Indiana Battery.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH INDIANA BATTERY,
Camp in Field, January 5, 1863.

S1: I have the honor to report that, on the morning of December
27, this command marched with the brigade from its bivonac on the

* But see revised statement, p. 209.
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bivouacked south of Nolensville, and early on the morning of the 27th
instant started on the road to Triune. Before we had proceeded more
than 1 mile, heavy skirmishing was heard in front, and one section of
our battery was ordered forward by General Kirk. Our place in the
march being in rear of the Second Regim.ent, when the head of the col-
umn had reached the top of a ridge beyond which cavalry skirmishing
was still going on, a masked battery of the enemy on the left and com-
manding the road opened on it. Qur pieces were at once unlimbered,
and, after firing twelve rounds, got no response from the enemy’s guns.
The infantry skirmishers had filed off the road to the left, and our
entire battery now moved rapidly after them.

Leaving the pike, the skirmishers moved to the top of another ridge,
and our battery, following, was at once placed in position there, from
which point it opened fire from every gun, driving the rebels out of
range. Here we were ordered to await the uplifting of a very heavy
fog,and, when the infantry moved forward, again sought the pike, which
we followed until the skirmishers reported the enemy again in sight and
in line of battle. A fine position,on a hill overlooking Triune, and within
the range of the rebel cavalry, in line of battle facing our left, was found
here, and four pieces opened from this eminence, throwing shot and
shell into and beyond the town, and into the rebels on right and left.

When we first came in sight of Triune, the road was filled with rebel
cavalry, and one section, unlimbering in the road, made them its especial
mark. The town was soon made untenable, and in an effort made by the
rebel battery planted above the village to retarn our fire, it was driven off
with one gun disabled. The enemy again retired before our fire, and
the skirmishers, following up as fast as the natare of the ground wonld
admit, threatened the capture of his guns, which he fired rapidly, and
which we could not return, as he had cat down a bridge, obliging us to
search a crossing more than one-half mile down the creek. When our
battery again appeared, the enemy had drawn off, but we threw several
shots in the direction of his retreat.

‘We were not again in action until the evening of December 30, when
the Second Brigade was ordered to support the right of General Davig’
division, threatened by rebel cavalry. They showed themselves in force,
but, baving secared a good position, a few-shells threw their ranks into
confusion and made them retire. The right of General Davis was at
this time suffering from the shells of the enemy’s battery, to which we
turned our attention, and had the satisfaction of silencing the battery
after a few rounds. Knowing our danger on the right, we planted two
pieces on the road by which it was supposed the enemy would come,
kept the horses harnessed all night, and took every precaution we
thonght necessary to gnard against sarprise.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st instant the pickets gave the
alarm, and skirmishers were firing, but as yet could see no enemy. The
horses were quickly hitched, except a few, perhaps one-half of which
were on their return from water, and were brought up at once. Failing
to distinguish the enemy, two shells were thrown in the direction of their
fire, and, when they appeared, canister. Six rounds were poured into
the moving mass with great effect, but, attacked in front and flank, we
soon saw our horses shot downy the work evidently of sharpshooters,
who moved in the advance and on the right and left, until the whole
column being now upon us, we had not horses enongh to save our gauns.

The number of deaths among our men, and particularly the fact that
two of them were bayoneted at their guns, will show conclusively the
courage and tenacity which influenced them on the occasion. Com-
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pletely overpowered, it became necessary to retire with a iew horses-~
perhaps 30.

In conclusion, allow me to express my heartfelt regret at the loss of
Captain Edgarton, whose manly voice rang out above the din of mus-
ketry, encouraging his men, and giving orders coolly and judiciously.
He preferred to go a prisoner with his battery to leaving his much-
cherished pieces. In mentioning the other officers and men, the name
of Lieutenant Berwick comes foremost, who, an adopted citizen, rushed
to arms at the first call, and, in acts as well as words, proved his un-
changeable love of the freedom which enticed him from his bonnie hills.
The sergeants and men behaved with noble devotion, as the death of
three of the former will fully testify, while the alacrity shown by all to
enter the service anywhere,so they could fight for their country, proves
patriotism and courage.

Accompanying this report I append the narmes of those known to have
been killed and wounded.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. G. RANSOM,
First Lieutenant, Commanding.
Capt. D. C. WAGNER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade.

No. 34.

Report of Col. William H. Gibson, Forty-ninth Ohio Infantry, command-
ing First Brigade.

HpQers. FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, RiGHT WING,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863,

CApTAIN: The capture of Brigadier-General Willich renders it my
duty to report to Brigadier-General Johnson, commanding division, the
participation of this command in the events of the last ten days.” In
accomplishing this task, I shall address myself to a concise narrative of
occurrences, that ¢ the trath of history may be vindicated,” the memory
of our heroic slain honored, and that justice may be done to the brave
survivors, who, by their energy and stubborn courage, maintained a
conflict for six days, and vanquished the great army of our foe.

Leaving camp, near Nashville, December 26, 1862, the first and second
days’ march was withouat incident, and took us through Nolensville to
Triune, 20 miles.

The following day we reconunoitered the country 7 miles to our front,
in the direction of Shelbyville, and developed the fact that the rebel
forces had retreated the day and night previous in the direction of this
place. In that reconpaissance we made 41 prisoners of war.

On the 29th we moved upon this place, reaching the Salem road, 4
miles distant, after dark, and slept upon our arms in rear of General
Dayvis’ division.

On the 30th we advanced upon this position, acting as a reserve to
the right wing, and were not brought under fire that day. In the even-
ing we took up a position on the extreme right of our arny on the Frank-
lin road. General Kirk’s brigade was in front, with pickets thrown out
to the margin of open fields. To his rear and near his right, in oper
woods, was Edgarton’s battery in position, with a narrow cleared field
in front. To theright of this battery, and on a line perpendicular to the
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rear of General Kirk’s right, were the reserves of the Thirty-ninth and
Thirty-second Indiana, of this command, portions of each being on picket
daty.

The direction of the Franklin road is due east and west at this point,
and it was covered by General Kirk’s right, his line of battle fronting
east and in advance of a lane running north and south, 8 yards wide,
and intersecting the road at right angles. In this angle is a field of
open woods 330 yards square. South of this is an uninclosed space
covered by a few trees and near 100 yards wide, through which the
Franklin road is located. At the fence, to the right of Edgarton’s bat-
tery, five companies of the Thirty-ninth Indiana were, camped in line of
battle, fronting south. To their right the Thirty-second Indiana occu-
pied a like position. Inside of the wooded field and within 30 yards of
the fence the Forty-ninth Ohio was formed in line of battle, fronting
south, its left resting within 100 yards of the lane and its right within a
like distance of the west inclosure. In its rear the Eighty-ninth lllinois
was in double column, closed in mass, fronting south. ‘Perpendicular
to the rear of the right of the Forty-ninth was the Fifteenth Ohio, in
line near the fence, fronting west, its left wing resting within 60 yards
of the Forty-ninth. In the southwest corner of this wooded field Good-
speed’s battery was parked in oblong square. North and west of this
field and south and east of the uninclosed space were cleared fields.
The picket line of General Kirk covered his front and flank, connecting
with that of this brigade at a fence 600 yards south of the left of the
reserve of the Thirty-ninth Indiana. The pickets of the Thirty-ninth
were advanced 700 yards in front of the reserve in an open corn-field.
The pickets of the Thirty-second joined those of the Thirty-ninth and
covered our flank and rear. At 3 a. m. Colonel Jones was ordered to
patrol the woods 600 yards in front of his pickets. No indications of
the presence or purposes of the enemy were discerned.

Here I beg leave to call attention to the very concise and satisfactory
report of Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, commanding Thirty-ninth Indiana,
and also to the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Erdelmeyer, commanding
Thirty-second Indiana. These dispositions had been made and these
precautions adopted by General Willich.

At dawn of day orders were received to build fires and make coffee.
In a few moments after I met General Willich, who remarked that he
would be absent a few moments at the headquarters of General John-
son, and in case anything occurred in front of our pickets he directed
me to rally the Thirty-ninth and Thirty-second to their support.

At 6.25, and soon after meeting the general, firing was heard on Gen-
eral Kirlk’s right. The brigade was instantly ordered to take arms, and
Lientenant Miles, of the staff, was dispatched for General Willich. He
was found, and started for his command, but his horse was shot under
him, and he was made a prisoner before giving an order.

The enemy advanced upon our position with four heavy lines of bat-
tle, with a strong reserve held in mass. All these were in full view
before the lines of General Kirk gave way. His left extended a great
distance beyond our extreme right, and was thrown forward, so that
his lines were, to some extent, obligue to ours. To the right of our
position, and near the Franklin road, he took position with an immense
force of cavalry. In fact, the center of Hardee’s corps attacked our
right. His lines were advanced with great rapidity, and his force could
not have been less than 35,000, besides cavalry.

Portions of Polk’s and Smith’s corps were engaged. The lines of
General Kirk soon yielded to an assault which no troops in the world
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could have withstood. The Thirty-second and Thirty-ninth moved
promptly, but were embarrassed by the retiring forces, and their safety
endangered by an assault in overwhelming numbers upon front and
flanks. Lieatenant Belding moved back with four guns, but was so
hotly pressed that he could not put them in position with safety. He
had done nothing in his original position, because the lines falling back
in our front were between his guns and the enemy’s line. He and his
men stood at their pieces until the enemy’s lines were within 50 yards,
when they fell back, leaving two guns on the field, owing to the killing
of horses attached to one and the breaking of the pole of the other.,

The Forty-ninth remained in its position until ordered to retire, and
fought desperately atevery rod. The Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Wallace,
delivered six rounds before falling back, while the Thirty-second and
Thirty-ninth Indiana bravely contested the ground on the right. The
courage and activity of these regiments kept the enemy in check antil
our artillery horses could be hitched, and the dead of the foe showed
the telling effect of their fire. With cavalry on their right, infantry
assailing them on the left, and heavy masses rushing to the assault in
frons, these regiments were directed to retire as the only escape from
annihilation or capture.

Edgarton’s battery, after being uncovered by the lines of General
Kirk, opened fire, but before three rounds were delivered the enemy
reached the guns and captured the pieces. Unchecked, the foe rashed
on, and as his advance reached Goodspeed’s battery, his second line
reached Edgarton’s battery, and that gallant officer being wounded
and made prisoner, his men continued to defend themselves with their
gun-swabs. The Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Wallace, had got into posi-
tion, and, under cover of its fire, the Forty-ninth Ohio and Eighty-ninth
Mlinois were directed to retire by the flank. The Thirty-second and
Thirty-ninth were now retiring in good order.

At this juncture, learning nothing of General Willich, I felt it my
duty to exert myself as far as possible to save the command. Good-
speed’s battery, under command of Lieutenant Belding, was ordered to
retire to a position beyond an open field, and Lieutenant-Colonel Drake
was directed to place the Forty-ninth Ohio in position at the same point.

Here I had hoped to rally the whole brigade, but Lieutenant-Colonel
Drake was killed, and Major Porter, of the Forty-ninth, was severely
wounded. My horse was shot, and most of our field officers were disa-
bled or dismounted by the enemy’s fire. From my position, looking to
our center, I could see our whole line fall back rapidly in some disorder,
though a constant fire was kept up to the right.

Lieutenant-Colonel Jones was bravely rallying his men, and large
numbers, separated from other regiments, were moving directly west,
instead of to our center. Lieuteuants Belding and Scovill, with one
gun, moved to the center, while Lieutenant Day, in charge of three
guns, moved back toward the Wilkinson road, with our extreme right.
After retiring for nearly half a mile, and rallying and fighting at every
available point, my second horse was killed, placing it again ont of my
power to communicate with our center.

Soon after, a line was rallied and formed, extending west to a small
creek, and Lieutenant Belding’s gun was got in position. Beyond the
creek Lieutenant-Colonel Jones and myself rallied, under cover of a
fence and cedar thicket. As the cnemy’s columns neared our irregular
lines, they were met by a rapid and deadly fire, and Lieutenant Belding
opened fire at the same time with terrible effect. The rebel columns
were checked and fell back across the open ground. Here they opened
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on us with artillery and again advanced their infantry, our line falling
back.

After thus rallying and meeting the enemy several times, we arrived
with our flank on the Wilkinson road, a short distance west of our
ammunition train. Here we were charged by the enemy’s cavalry and
lost one gun, all of us being in the enemy’s power. My sword was
demanded, but just at that instant a detachment of our cavalry made
a dash for our rescue, and in the confusion of the moment most of us
fought our way out and escaped.

The division train was got under motion, and we moved rapidly and
in considerable disorder to the Nashville road, closely pursued by the
enemy’s cavalry. Here the colors of the Thirty-ninth Indiana were
captured. At this moment I learned that a considerable portion of this
brigade had reached the center ; that General Willich had been killed
or captured, and that General Wallace was in command of the brigade.
A complete panic prevailed. Teams, ambulances, horsemen, footmen,
and attachés of the army, black and white, mounted on horses and
mules, were rushing to the rear in the wildest confusion. I exerted
myself to arrest this panic, and hastened down the road until T met
Colonel Walker with his brigade, who promptly formed in line of battle
and put his artillery in position. With this assurance the tide was
quite checked, and, placing a strong guard of cavalry across the road,
Colonel Walker moved his command to the front, compelling every
able-bodied soldier to fall in. I harried them back to the front, and
thus hundreds, if not thousands, were compelled to return to their
commands. :

In the evening this brigade was reorganized, and, by order of Gen-
eral Johnson, took position on our extreme right, in rear of Colonel
Carlin’s brigade, of the First Division.

Though repulsed and sustaining severe loss in officers and men the
day previous, January 1 found us 1,300 strong, and eager to participate
in the dangers and struggles of the field.

I was directed to reconnoiter the woods to the right and rear of om
position, which was accomplished under the observation of Major-Gen:
erals Rosecrans and McOook. Though within range of the enemy’a
battery, we reached the woods unobserved, and soon met his sharpshoot-
ers, and discovered that he was massing his infantry under cover of
these woods, with the apparent design of attacking our extreme right.
In withdrawing we were harassed by shot and shell from his batteries,
but sustained no loss. We were soon directed to reoccupy the woods,
and promptly took up our position with the Fifteenth Ohio and the
Thirty-second Indiana and Eighty-ninth Illinois, in line of battle (their
front covered by skirmishers), and the Thirty-ninth Indiana and Forty-
ninth Ohio, under Lieuntenant-Colonel Jones, as areserve. The enemy’s
cavalry made a dash upon our position, but were gallantly repulsed
by our skirmishers.

The movements of the enemy on the right having averted the serious
attention of General Rosecrans, troops were promptly placed in posi-
tion to our left, and our lines withdrawn to the margin of the woods,
our flank covered by a strong force of cavalry. The prompt movements
of our forces and the splendid maneuvering of the commander-in-chief
defeated the designs of the enemy, and no further attack was made.

Leaving this position on the morning of the 2d, by order of General
Johnson, we were placed in an important position, so as to sustain the
right, center, or left, in case of a reverse to either.

In the evening a terrible assault was made upon our extreme left, and
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our forces were repulsed. We were ordered to make a charge with the
bayonet. The brigade moved out and deployed in splendid style. It
moved with alacrity and perfect order, clearing the field and reaching
the river, where we were ordered to halt. Our right lank was exposed
to the enemy’s infantry, concealed in the woods on our right, while he
annoyed us with a battery across Stone’s River.

General Palmer attempted to drive the foe from the woods, but, meet-
ing with strong resistance, his aide appealed to me for re-enforcements,
and the Thirty-second Indiana was detached for that service. They
met and repulsed two regiments, driving them across the river at the
point of the bayonet. Nothing could exceed the gallantry and enthu-
siasm that this beroic regiment exhibited in this emergency. Our bri-
gade changed the fortunes of the hour, and, under cover of our lines,
the enemy was driven back and three pieces of artillery captured.
Though under arms night and day, and maneuvering, we were not
again brought within range of the enemy’s musketry.

I must mention the fortitude and good cheer with which the officers
and men submitted to the bardships and exposure of four long days and
nights, without adequate rations or shelter; they cheerfully subsisted
partly on parched corn, and rested in drenching rains.

On visiting the field over which we retired on the 31st, abundant
evidence was presented of the desperate struggle. Our men rallied
whenever summoned, and delivered their fire with deadly effect. Though
the enemy’s wounded and many of his dead had been removed, it is safe
to affirm that his killed exceeded ours as three to two, and that vast
numbers were wounded. It was before our fire that General Rains,
of the rebel army, was killed, and a vast number of subordinate officers
and men killed and wounded. Every rod of ground over which we
retired was marked by the blood of the foe, and our men reached the
center with empty cartridge boxes.

Our loss was terrible, but unavoidable, and is, to a great extent, com-
pensated by the result ultimately obtained. We went into action with
2,458 men and 113 commissioned officers. In killed, we lost 96, includ-
ing 4 officers; in wounded, we lost 365, including 14 officers, and our
missing reach 682, including 6 officers. Many of our missing escaped,
and are safe in tbe rear, but it is probable that 400 were made pris-
oners.

Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, Forty-ninth Ohio, fell at the post of duty.
bravely cheering his men. By his death the State has lost a va,lueti
citizen, his community an ornament, his family a noble hasband and
kind father, and the army a most gallant and faithful soldier.

Captain Keller, of the same regiment, fell as heroes love to fall. A
true patriot and accomplished soldier, he carried with him into camp
and field all the graces of Christianity.

Captain Willett, of the Eighty-ninth Illinois, fell while bravely lead-
ing his command, and such were his accomplishments as a gentleman
and soldier that it will be difficult to fill his place.

Throughout these trying days and nights officers and men did their
duty nobly, with a few exceptions—a few officers failed to earn the con-
fidence of their men, and some privates sought safety in flight.

The Fifteenth Ohio evinced the greatest courage, and many of its
officers deserve special mention. Colonel Wallace, always prudent,
energetic, and brave, fully sustained his high reputation as a soldier,
and won the admiration of all who witnessed his conduct. Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Askew fell, early on the 31st, while heroically cheering his
men,
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Captain Dawson was especially distinguished for thrilling heroism
and persistent courage. This officer, conspicuous in so many battles,
and so well qualified, merits, and should receive, honorable promotion.

- Adjutant Dubois, of the same regiment, deserves special mention for
gallantry and good conduct.

The Forty-ninth Ohio sustained its high reputation, and, though it
lost 10 officers, it faced the foe at every point. Captain Gray, as rank-
ing officer, had charge of a portion of the regiment on the 31st, and
proved himself brave, prudent, and competent for any command. Ad-
jutant Norton was especially heroic, and excited general admiration by
his inflexible courage and great activity. Both of these officers merit,
and I hope will receive, promotion. Captains McCormack and Tyler
were ever active, brave, and self-possessed in the midst of dangers, and
showed themselves worthy and competent to command.

The splendid conduct of the Thirty-second Indiana fully sustained its
claims to confidence. Every officer and man did his duty heroically.
Lieutenant-Colonel Erdelmeyer, commanding, and Major Glass and Cap-
tain Mank were especially conspicuous throughout the long struggle.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hotchkiss, commanding Eighty-ninth Illinois Vol-
unteers, deserves the highest praise for his coolness and skill in action.
He drew off his men in good order, fighting as he withdrew, and showed
himself worthy of any command., This gallant officer has given to the
service one of its best regiments, and has justly earned promotion.
Major Hall and Captain Whiting, brave and valuable officers, I regret
to say, were made prisoners. All the officers and men of this regiment
did their duty promptly, and earned the confidence of their companions
in arms. Captain Williams, commanding during the illness of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Hotchkiss, is an efficient and competent officer.

The Thirty-ninth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Jones commanding,
fought with desperation and terrible effect. Its list of casualties shows
that where it moved the battle raged most fierce. Men could not have
evinced greater courage and heroism. Captains McClelland, Cody, Me-
Coy, Graham, and Captain Herring, acting major, merit the highest
praise for their activity and emergy. Lieutenant-Colonel Jones dis-
charged his duties in the most gallant manner; ever active and brave,
he rallied his men at every point,and yielded only before overwhelming
numbers. He met the foe in hand-to-hand conflict, and owes his eseape
to the skillful use of his side-arms. I beg leave to urge the name of
this most meritorious officer upon the Executive of his State for promo-
tion.

I cannot too highly commend the good conduct of Lientenants Beld-
ing, Scovill, and Day, of Battery A, First Ohio Artillery, and the men
ander their command. The loss of three guns was from no fault of any
one. Lientenant Belding did splendid execution upon the enemy’s col-

~umn, and proved himself worthy of a command. I cannot too strongly

urge his promotion upon the Executive of Ohio.

Surgeons Kunkler, Park, Tuttle, Kelly, and Pitman, as well as Dr.
Corey, hospital steward of the Forty-ninth Ohio, remained on the field
and labored for days and nights, unaided, in caring for our wounded.
For thus faithfully performing their duty, at the risk of maltreatment,
and possibly captivity, they have secured the confidence and respect of
this command.

On theevening of the 31st, Captain Schmitt, Lieutenants Green, Miles,
and McGrath, of General Willich’s staff, reported to e for duty, and
in all the subsequent operations of the command these gallant officers

Omap. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 309

ere vigilant and prompt in every duty, and to them I am under special
:bliga.ti%ixs for suggestions on the field. Though not acting under my
personal observation on the 31st, they were in the thickest of the fight.
and officers of experience speak of their conduct as being most intelli-
gent and heroic in rallying our forces. James Purdy, mounted orderly,
merits especial praise for his activity and courage throughout the week
of battles.

1 must express the deep regret of officers and men at the capture of
Brigadier-General Willich; having the confidence of the brigade, and
being a soldier of education and experience, his removal from the com-
mand at this juncture is a public misfortune. o

To Brigadier-General Johnson we are under obligations for constant
vigilance, unremitting energy, and his many acts of kindness and ex-
pressions of confidesce toward this command. )

In the name of the brigade, I am allowed to thank Major-General
McCook and the general-in-chief for their flattering attentions on the
field, and for their repeated exhibitions of confidence in our efficiency,
prudence, and courage. sl

respectfu
T am, most respectinty) W. H. GIBSON,
Colonel, Commanding First Brigade.
QCapt. J. R. BARTLETT,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 35.
Report of Lieut. Col. Charles T. Hotchkiss, Eighty-ninth Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTY-NINTH JLLINOIS INFANTRY,
FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND DIVIsION, R1GHT WING,
In Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7,1863.

S1B: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by this regiment in the series of engagements between the Federal and
rebel forces near Murfreesborough, Tenn., and upon the approaches
thereto, commencing on December 26, 1862, and ending on January 4,
1863, when the latter, under General Bragg, were defeated by the army
of General Rosecrans and forced to evacuate all their positions in and
about Murfreesborough. ) ) .

This regiment left camp, in front of Nashville, with my brigade on
the morning of December 26, taking the Nolensville pike and moving
slowly with the column (as the enemy had to be driven by the advance)
through Nolensville, Triune, and along the Murfreesborough and Frank-
lin road, arriving, on the night of the 30th, at a point about 3% miles
due west from Murfreesborough, where, just after dark, the brigade
was put in position on the extreme right of our right wing, about 200
yards in rear of and at right angles with Kirk’s brigade. .

My regiment was formed in donble column at half distance in rear of
the Forty-ninth Ohio, which was formed in line, fronting south. The
Fifteenth Ohio formed in line, fronting west, on my right flank, with
Battery A, First Ohio Artillery, near the right flank of the Forty-ninth
Oliio and the left flank of the Tifteenth Ohio, the Thirty-second and
Thirty-ninth Indiana Regiments being on picket covering the front of
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our position both south and west, thus protecting the rear of the ex-
treme right (Kirk’s brigade) of the right wing. In this position my men
vivounacked without fires for the night.

At5.30 o’clock on the morning of December 31, as my men were build-
ing fires for cooking, rapid firing was heard on Kirk’s front, which was
almost instantly followed by the men of his brigade rushing in confusion
and indiscriminately through our ranks and over my men, closely fol-
lowed by a heavy column of rebel infantry. The enemy’s fire being
very severe and heavy upon us, and the large number of fugitives pass-
ing through and covering my front, together with peremptory orders
communicated to regimental commanders of his brigade by General
Willich the night previous, made it impossible for me to make a deploy-
ment or otherwise advantageously change my position.

To protect my men as much as possible from the enemjy’s fire, I or-
dered them to lie down, In that position they remained without confu-
sion until my left wing was uncovered of fugitives and the enemy within
50 yards of my position, when I ordered that wing to fire, which was
done with good effect, the colors of the leading column of rebels falling.
Having received no orders as yet, and seeing the other regiments of the
brigade falling back, I gave the order to retire by the right flank, on
double-quick, which was done (but with some confusion), to a lane,
about 400 yards in a northwesterly direction, where I placed Captains
Willett’s, Whiting’s, and Comstock’s, and Lieutenant Wells’ companies
in & very good position.

But few of our shots were wasted, the colors of the leading column of
the enemy again falling under our fire; but, being closely pressed, I
ordered the companies to retire on the same line of direction to a point
on a small creek, about 500 yards distant, where I placed Captains
Rowell’s and Blake’s companies under the partial cover of a thicket,
and their fire most materially checked the enemy’s advancing skirmish-
ers, allowing me time to cross the creek with, and partially reorganize,
my command, Captain Roweil’s gradually following.

Following the line of the creek, I again crossed to a point some 500
yards southeast of the Second Division hospital, where, in an open field,
I joined a portion of each of the Forty-ninth and Fifteenth Ohio and
Thirty-second Indiana Regiments. The enemy’s cavalry appearing on
our right, and their infantry approaching on our left flank, threatening
to cat us off, I moved by the left flank, the other regiments following,in
a northeasterly direction, to a position in the woods on the south side
of the Wilkinson pike, and about equidistant from the hospitals of the
First (General Davis’) and the Second (General Johnson’s) Divisions,
position from which our fire, at short range over an open field, thinned
the ranks and partially checked the advance of the rebels’ closely press-
ing columns.

At this point, being informed of the loss of General Willich and Colo-
nel Gibson, the next senior officer, the command of the brigade was
assumed by Colonel Wallace, of the Fifteenth Ohio.

The forces (to me unknown) which here formed upon the right and
left flanks of our brigade having retired, in obedience to orders I re-
tired my regiment in line and in good order, making several stands in
the same woods with the balance of the brigade to and near the right
of General Ronsseaw’s division, where I was ordered hy General John-
son to take position in a cedar thicket on the right with some troops (to
me unknown) who were in front and joining on the right of said divis-
ion. Soon afterward, the troops on my right and left of the line, which
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they and I in common held, having unexpectedly and rapidly rei_;ired,
and my position just then receiving the brunt of the enemy’s artillery
and musketry fire, and my ammunition being exhausted, I retired my
regiment, by the flank, to the rear, there replenishing my ammunition
and resting my men, who had up to this time taken and delivered an
unceasing fire for nearly five hours.

Later in the day, being informed of the position of the balance of the
brigade, I at once rejoined them, when I was put in position on the
right of the same, thus unitedly forming the second line of infantry
(General Davis’division being in front) on the extreme right of the right
wing, where we bivouacked that night without fires.

The operations of the regiment during the subsequent four days were
in common with the brigade, and were not of a character to need from
me particular mention, with the exception of the part taken by it on
the night of Friday, January 2, when, under the command of Captain
Williams (myself being unable to take active command), it had the
responsible position of guarding the ford and supporting Captain Stokes’
(Chicago Board of Trade) battery, while the forces under General Neg-
ley made the successful charge upon the enemy’s right. )

The behavior of the officers and men during this period, particularly
in the trying action of the 31st, was, in steadiness and bravery, all that
could be required by any commander. This phrase fully expresses my
estimate of their conduct: “Every man that day did his duty.” Where
bravery and obedience were so general it is difficalt for me to make
personal discrimination; butamong my non-commissioned officers I par-
ticularly commend, for their gallantry in rallying to my colors fugitives
from other commands, Sergt. Maj. John M. Farqubar and Sergt. Erastuas
0. Young, of Company A; also Capt. Button G. Cody, of the Thirty-
ninth Indiana, and Lieutenant Seifert, of the Thirty-second Indiana,
who tendered their services to me on the field and fought gallantly in
my ranks. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. T. HOTCHKISS,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Oommanding.
Capt. CARL SOHMITT,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

No. 36.
Report of Lieut. Ool. Frank. Erdelmeyer, Thirty-second Indiana Infaniry.

HpQRS. THIRTY-SECOND INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863.

SIR: I respectfully submit to you the official report of the part taken
by the Thirty-second Indiana Volunteers in the late battle at Murfrees-
borough and in the events of the days preceding.

The regiment left camp, near Mill Creek, on the morning of Decem-
ber 26, 1862, and marched to Nolensville.

On the 27th, the regiment advanced to Triune.

On the 28th, having the advance guard of the brigade, participated
in a reconnaissance toward Shelbyville. ‘

On the 29th, we left Triune, crossing over to within 4 miles of Mur-
freesborough.
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On the 30th, the battle having commenced, the regiment moved up
to the road and performed picket duty on the right flank of the extreme
right of the army corps.

On the morning of the 31st, firing baving been heard on our left,
Lieut. 8. Green, of the staff of General A. Willich, ordered me to draw
in the pickets and move up to the brigade. Before I was able to as.
semble seven companies of my command and form them in line, facing
toward the center, I observed the enemy’s columns advancing and firing,
At the same time a great portion of our battery, guns, caissons, and
battery teams, together with a dense mass of infantry, in disorder, came
rushing toward us, and, breaking through the regiment, forced our men
to give way and fall back. The confusion and panic having then be-
come general, I was unable to reassemble the regiment until we had
retreated along the creek for nearly three-quarters of a mile, when we
succeeded in rallying about 200 of our men.

I would respectfully state that Lieutenant Belding, of Captain Good-
speed’s battery, retreated with me with one gun, and, by firing several
times on the enemy, checked their flanking columns. We then moved
toward the center of the engagement, firing on the enemy’s cavalry at
different times, and met at a rise of the ground the rest of the division,
where Colonel Wallace, of the Fifteenth Ohio, directed me to fall in
line with his regiment. The enemy advancing at that time, we fought
there for more than an hour, and, being relieved by fresh troops, fell back
and joined the brigade.

In the afternoon of January 1 we moved to a strip of wood on the
right of the first hospital on the Nashville road, and remained there
during the night, picketing.

On the 2d we moved with the brigade as reserve to the center of the
right wing.

Toward 5 o’clock the brigade was ordered to charge on the enemy on
the left of our center. While the regiment advanced in line of battle
toward Stone’s River, General Palmer rode up and ordered me to move
the regiment by the right flank into a strip of wood on our right, occa-
pied by the enemy.

On approaching said wood I received their fire and threw out my
skirmishers to cover my advance. We then charged and drove them
back to the edge of the hill, where the heavy firing commenced, the
enemy contesting every inch of ground. My skirmishers, advancing
on the right and left, unexpectedly found themselves within 15 yards of
the enemy, lying below the crest of the hill.

At that time a regiment came up to our support on the right. They
fired one volley and fell back in disorder. A second regiment (Thirty-
first Indiana) came up in fine style, and at the right moment assisted us
in driving the enemy from his position, causing him to retreat precipi-
tately and in great disorder across Stone’s River. It having grown
night for nearly two hours, it was impossible to gain more advantages
or better results of the fight, keeping our position until relieved by Gen-
eral Palmer’s pickets, after which we returned to camp.

The casualties of December 31 amount to 2 killed, 13 wounded, and
115 missing ; of January 2, 10 killed, 27 wounded, and none missing.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK ERDELMEYER,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-second Indiana Volunteers.

Col. W. H. GIBSON,
Oommanding First Brigade.
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No. 37.
Report of Lieut. Col. Fielder A. Jones, Thirty-ninth Indiana Infantry.

CAMP NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 7, 1863.

Sir: I have the bonor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the Thirty-ninth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers since Decem-
ber 25, 1862 : )

Nothing of note occurred after breaking camp near Nashville, Tenn.,
until the regiment arrived on the field of operatious in the enemy’s front,
near Murfreesborough, Tenn., where it arrived December 30, 1862.

On the evening of the same day the First Brigade, to which the regi-
ment belongs, was moved to the extreme right wing of the army, the
line of battle of the brigade being nearly at right angles with that of
the right wing.

I was ordered to detail five companies from the Thirty-ninth Indiana
for picket duty during the night. My orders were to join the left of my
line with the right of General Kirk, and join my right on the left of the
picket line of the Thirty-second, and leave the five reserve companies
in line of battle, facing toward my picket line. Companies A, B, C, D,
and K were detailed, and, having deployed A, C,and D as skirmishers,
with B and X as sapports, I joined picket lines with General Kirk and
Thirty-second Indiana, as ordered. The following diagram will aid in
explaining the operations of the 31st:
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pinth Indiana, distant from the reserve one-half mile; line extends through open
corn-field from point H to house E ; D, fence.

About 3 a. m. December 31, 1862, I received orders from General
Willich te throw forward one company to patrol the woods F, in our
front, and distant about 600 yards. Captain Herring, acting major,
immediately sent Company B forward for that purpose.

At early daylight General Willich ordered me, in case there should
be any indication that the rebels had placed a battery in onr front, to
move my picket line at once to the woods F, and hold it till the brigade
could give me support. I went immediately to the picket line, and,learn-
ing from the patrol that no indication of the enemy had been seen, I



314 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND §W. VA [Cuar. XXXIL

was on the point of ordering Company B from the front, when several
slots were fired from the pickets on our left, who gave way at the point
H, leaving our flank exposed. I ordered Lieutenant Stanley to recon-
nect his line with General Kirk and hold his ground. At the same time
I ordered all the company reserves on the picket line, forming a very
strong skirmish line. Secarcely had this disposition been made when
Kirk’s pickets again gave way, and three regiments of rebel infantry,
moving abreast in line of battle, were interposed between my picket
line and the reserve companies. Many of my men were shot down at
their post by the enemy who had moved into their rear.

Seeing that the rebel line of battle was oblique to that of our right
wing, and supposing that our brigade would either change obliquely on
the Thirty-ninth Indiana, or place the batteries in position to enfilade
the rebel lines, I, partly to support such a movement, and partly to secure
an opportunity to rally the pickets on the reserve, ordered Captain Her-
ring to move the pickets in double-quick time by the right flank and
take position behind the fence D, and open fire on the advancing foe, at
the same time sending Lieutenant Neal to the house E, to open the fence
and show the companies where to commence filing to the right. We
succeeded in rallying Company A, and parts of Companies D and K,
behind the fence, when the enemy opened upon us a murderous fire.
Lieutenant Neal fell mortally wounded, and of the few who took posi-
tion there, nearly one-half were either killed or wounded. Twice did
our fire cause the enemy’s lines to halt and waver, but he quickly rallied
and moved forward.  Had we been supported here, either with infantry
or artillery, the enemy would have been repulsed with great slaughter.
But no support came. Three rebel standards were within 30 feet of the
fence when I ordered the men to double-quick to the cedar thicket C,
where they again made a stand and covered the retreat of one piece of
Goodspeed’s battery.

Here I first learned that my five reserve companies, under command
of Captain Cody, senior captain, had charged, front forward, on seven
companies, and had bravely held their ground until the regiment on
their left had given way, when they were forced to abandon their posi-
tion. They retired in good order for some distance, when their ranks
were thrown into confusion by the rush of stragglers through their lines.
Beeing our colors at a distance, I ordered the skirmishers to fall back
at once and join them. I met Colonel Gibson near this point, and we
selected a ground on which to rally our two regiments; but ignorance
of the topography of the country, and the operations of our cavalry,
threw me so far over to the right as to separate me from Colonel Gibson
and involve me in difficulty with the rebel cavalry, which was swarming
on our flank. The division train being threatened by this cavalry, I
rallied as many men as possible to its support, and escorted it safely and
in good order to the Nashville pike.

Here both myself and the other officers did our utmost to file the
regiment to the right and join the center of our army ; but at this time
the panic on the pike was at the highest,and our men were swept away
a8 by a whirlwind, leaving me but a handful of men and officers. With
these, after having been under a murderous fire for over eight hours,
with our colors lost and men dispirited, I joined General Johnson, near
the rear of the center of our army. Had I been better acquainted with
the topography of the country I might have saved more men ; but hour
after hour elapsed, and I received no orders, and I did not even know
where to direct my line of retreat; yet every obstacle, thicket, fence,
or ravine was taken advantage of, and at no time was oar fire relaxed.
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Qur loss was terrible. We had 31 killed, including 1 lientenant;
118 wounded, including 2 lieutenants, and 231 missing, including 1
captain and 1 licutenant. Of those reported missing, I have reason to
believe that very many are wounded, though, perhaps, slightly.

How well the regiment fought let the above fearful list proclaim.
Over 30 fell behind the fence D, while opposed to ten times their num-
ber, yet no man left his post until ordered. Lieutenant Neal, acting
adjutant, fell here. No truer gentleman, no better soldier or braver man
belongs to the great patriot army. He fell at his post doing his duty.
He is no longer with us, but his name is in his country’s history and
his memory is enshrined in the hearts of us all who knew him well.
Lieutenant Leavell was also wounded whilé in the discharge of his duty.
He is a brave man and good officer. Most of the company officers
acted manfully.

I am under obligations to Captains McCoy, McClelland, Cody, and
Graham, Lieutenants Foote, Stanley, Mitchell, Clark, Hamilton, and
Scott, for efficient and timely aid. Of Capt. Thomas Herring, acting
major, I cannot say too much in his praise. He was always at the post
of danger, brave and cool, aiding here in rallying the men and there in
directing the fire, 50 as to make it most effective. He deserves well of
his regiment and his country. Private James Gray, of Company E,
behaved nobly. No commissioned officer did more that day to rally
the men than he did. He deserves promotion. Sergeants Boyer, Jones,
Crozier, Noah W. Downs, Daniel Wilkins, and Mart Mollihan are also
worthy of mention. Asst. Surg. John Gray did everything mortal
man could do in caring for the wounded, and richly merits the deepest
gratitude of the regiment and friends of the wounded. .

On January 1, 1863, the Forty ninth Ohio and Thirty-ninth Indiana
were consolidated, at the request of Colonel Gibson, commanding bri-
gade, and the request of the officers of the Forty-ninth. I assumed
command of the two. .

My command took an important part in the maneuvering in the right
wing on January 1, and alco in the bayonet charge of the brigade on
the evening of January 2. In this charge the men were in excellent
spirits, and never in the history of the two regiments did they fight
with greater desperation than on thatnight. Three men of the Forty-
ninth Ohio were wounded by shells thrown from the enemy’s batteries.

My thanks are due to Captains Hays, Gray, and Tyler; also to Lieu-
tenant Kessler and Adjt. C. A. Norton. Their untiring energy and zeal
aroused the drooping spirits of the men, and excited enthusiasm out of
despongency. el

ery respec
TPy F. A. JONES,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Thirty-ninth Indiana.
Capt. CARL SCHMITT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 38.
Report of Col. William Wallace, Fifteenth Ohio Infantry.

HpqQRs. FIFTEENTHE OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
January 7, 1863.
S1e: In accordance with orders from Colonel Gibson, commanding
brigade, I have the honor to report to you the part taken by the Fif-
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a8 it saved our ammunition train and secured for our forces an important
position. From the break of day until 12 m. our regiment was under
constant fire, and terribly our ranks were thinned. At night our regi-
ment went on picket.

January 1, 1863, we remained under arms on the crest of the hill,
where we ended our final charge on the 31st ultimo.

At 4 p. m. we reccived a heavy fire from a rebel battery, which was
soon silenced.

January 2, remained in the same position as on the lst. A heavy
battle was fonght on our left,in which we took no part. Inthe cvening
we went on picket. A heavy skirmish took place immediately in front
of our line. :

January 3, still remained under arms in our old position. At night,
in the midst of the rain, the last final struggle was made, in which we
took no part.

During this great battle our little regiment did no discredit to the old
Keystone State. Officers and men stood up and did their duty nobly.
Among those noted for conspicuous valor 1 must mention Adjt. 8. T,
Davis, who rendered me invaluable assistance throughout the battle ;
also Capt. F. 8, Pyfer, Company K; Capt. William A. Robinson, Com-
pany E; Capt. A. Phillips, Company G, and Capt. J. J. Lawson, Com-
pany C, all of whom cheered and encouraged their men throughout the
battle with a coolness which belongs to none but veteran officers. That
our line never broke shows that our men fought like veterans.

We went into action with 288 men. We lost, in killed, 5, including
Lieutenant-Colonel Housum ; in wounded, 29, inclading 1 commissioned
officer ; missing, 29, including 2 commissioned officers. Total, 63. Of
those missing the greater part are either killed or taken prisoners.

I must not forget to mention the valuable services and noble couduact
of Dr. Downey, the assistant surgeon of our regiment. Ile remained
with us throughout the battle, and displayed the most indomitable
energy and courage in attending to our wounded, and in saperintending
the whole medical department, which came within his sphere,

I regret to say that, notwithstanding the great valor displayed by our
regiment as a body, there were some miserable cowards who skulked
away during the excitement of the battle, and left their comrades to
perform their duty., I have carefully obtained their names and rank,
Lhowever, and shall forward them without delay.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
TOM. ELLWOOD ROSE,
Captain, Comdg. Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Oapt. D. C. WAGNER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade.

No. 45.

Report of Col. Philemon P. Baldwin, Sizth Indiana [nwfantry, command-
ing Third Brigade. '

HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIG., SECOND D1v., RiGHT WING,
In Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.

T have the honer to submit a report of the opercations of this bri-
gade from the time of its leaving camp, December 26, nutil Saturday,
January 3.

This brigade moved with the division, and on the 27th was engaged

i
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in the skirmishing about Triune. I deployed the First _Ohio and the
Sixth Indiana on the right of the road, these regiments being su_pported
by the Ninety-third Obio and Louisville Legion, the battery taking post
on the road, and later in the day being posted near the right of my line.
We drove the enemy and bivouacked beyond Triune. . ) )

This brigade remained at Triune to cover the extreme right, in obedi-
ence to your order, and rejoined the division, on the 30th, in the woods
to the right of Wilkinson’s pike, about 3 miles from Ml}rﬁ'eesborough.

At 2 o'clock this brigade moved off 2 miles to the right, to support
a cavalry reconnaissance, Colonel Anderson’s regiment being sent for-
ward to support the cavalry, while the ;-emamder of the brigade was
held in reserve at a point on the Salem pike. o

The brigade returned to the woods, near the headquarters of the divis-
ion, after dark, and bivouacked there.

At daybreak next morning I was informed by stragglers, who were
running across the open field in my front, of the attack on Generals
Willich’s and Kirk’s brigades.

1 immediately ordered the brigade under arms, and proceeded to form
line of battle in the edge of timber facing the large open fields over
which I knew the enemy must come to atta(}k me. )

I deployed the Louisville Legion on the right, and was proceeding to
post the First Ohio in the ceuter, and the Sixth Indiana on the left,
holding the Ninety-third Ohio in reserve, to protect either flank, when
you ordered me to move the First Ohio across the open field and post it
at the fence. The Sixth Indiana was moved forward and posted in the
edge of a skirt of timber to the left of the First Ohio, the Thirtieth In-
diana and Seventy-ninth Illinois being posted on the right; a section of
the Fifth Indiana Battery was posted between the First Ohio and Sixth
Indiana. The Louisville Legion moved to within supporting distance
of the First Ohio, and the Ninety-third Ohio held in reserve in the woods
near the edge of the field. o

These dispositions were scarcely made when the enemy, In 1mmense
masses, appeared in my front at short range, their left extending far
beyond the extreme right of my line. My infantry and artillery poured
a destructive fire into their dense masses, checking them in front, but
their left continued to advance against my right. Here four pieces that
Captain Simonson had posted near the woods, in rear of my first line,
poured in a terrible fire; but the enemy came in such overwhelming
numbers that, after half an hour’s stubborn resistauce, my line was com-
pelled to retire, not, however, until the enemy had flanked my right
and were pouring in an enfilading fire. Had my line stood a moment
longer it would have been entirely surrounded and captured. Falling
back to the edge of the woods, I endeavored to make a stand. 1 woved
the Ninety-third Ohio up to the left of the Louisville Legion, but my
line was again forced back, almost before I had got the Ninety-third in
position. Ordering Colonel Anderson to retire in good order, I sue-
ceeded, after making several short stands in the woods, in forming the
brigade near the railrcad. Under your orders I took position on the
right of the Nashville pike, together with the rest of the division, and
held it during the succeeding skirmishes, throwing up & breastwork of
logs, rails, &ec. ) . ] .

Nothing oceurred here but unimportant gkirmishing, sometimes quite
warm, but always resulting in our driving the enemy. A house about
300 yards from our line was held by the enemy’s skirmishers, who an-
noyed us exceedingly by their fire. 1t was captured and burned by two
companies of the Louisville Legion, after a severe fight.

22 B BR—VOL XX, P¥ X
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Too great praise cannot be awarded to the regiments of this brigade
and Simonson’s battery for the coolness and steadiness with which they
resisted the attacks of an overwhelming force, and the readiness with
which they rallied and formed again when the enemy had broken their
lines. The Louisville Legion gallantly drew off by hand a disabled
gun, belonging to Cotter’s battery.

It may be proper for me to state here, with reference to the line formed
in the woods after leaving the open field, that I am informed by reliable
officers that the line could have been held had not the right been or-
dered to fall back by some general not known to the writer.

I beg leave to refer you to the accompanying reports of regimental
and battery commanders for details.

Col. Charles Anderson, commanding Ninety-third Ohio; Lieut. Col.
W. W. Berry, commanding Louisville Legion; Lieut. Col. H. Tripp,
commanding Sixth Indiana; Maj. J. A. Statford, commanding First Ohio,
and Capt. P. Simonson, commanding Fifth Indiana Battery, displayed
the greatest coolness, courage, and skill in the management of their
respective commands.

Colonel Anderson and Lientenant-Colonel Berry were wounded early
in the engagement of Wednesday, but refused to leave the field.

Captain Simonson’s battery did good service,and was handled bravely
and skillfully. Two pieces, under command of Lieatenant Rankin, did
effective service in my first line, he continuing to work his guns after
being severely wounded, I regret to report the loss of two pieces of the
battery, owing to the horses all being killed and the gunners disabled.

I am indebted to Lieut. G. H. Burns, acting assistant adjutant-gen-
eral, for his valuable assistance, and also to Lieatenant Pattersoun, First
Ohio, and Adjt. J. J. Siddall, for their coolness and readiness in trans-
mitting orders to the hottest parts of the field.

Dr. E. 8. Swain, the brigade surgeon, remained with the wounded
after the enemy drove us back, and rendered every assistance in his
power.

I append a list of killed, wounded, and missing, amounting to 56
killed, 242 wounded, and 137 missing.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. P. BALDWIN,
Colonel, Oommanding Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R. W. JOHNSON,
Oommanding Second Division.

No. 46.
Report of Lieut. Col. Hagermman Tripp, Sizth Indiana Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,

In Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 4, 1863,
Sm: I have the honor to report the part taken by my regiment in

the skirmish fight on the 27th; also in the battle of the 31st ultimo.
On the morning of the 27th, while on the march, some 24 miles north
of the village of Triune, on the Nolensville pike, we encountered the
enemy near the intersection of the Bole Jack road and pike. I imme-
diately deployed in line of battle on the right of the road, my left rest-

* But see revised statement, p. 209.
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ing on the road, being supported on my right by the First Ohio and the
Ninety-third Ohio inreserve. I atonceadvanced, as skirmishers, Com-
pany A, Captain Kavanaugh, and Company B, Lieutenant McGannon
commanding, when a running fight commenced, Captain Simonson, of
the Fifth Indiana Artillery, shelling the enemy from the hill tops, being
energetically replied to by the enemy’s guns. The fight continued until
we arrived at Triune, where the rebels made a stand, when we charged
double-quick their battery, and drove them from the field. We pur-
sued them some 2 miles, they contesting each rod of ground, when they
again made a stand. We again drove them from their position, in pre-
cipitate retreat. Night coming on put an end to our day’s labor.

1 cannot speak in too high terms of commendation of the gallantry
of the officers and men of my command during the entire day. When
we consider that for eight hours they fought under the hardest rain of
the season and mud to the ankles, pressing forward to the mark of their
high calling with the utmost cheerfulness, their endurance was worthy
the highest commendation.

On the 30th we marched from Triune to the field which was to be the
scene of the battle of Murfreesborough, a distance of 16 miles, where we
arrived at 5 p. m., when we were at once sent some 24 miles to the right
of the right wing of the army. Being informed that the enemy were in
too large force to enable us to maintain our position, we returned at 9
o’clock to the position first taken.

At 7 a. m. on the 31st I was posted in line of battle bebind a rail
fence, my right resting on an open field; a stalk-field in front, ex-
tending far to my left; a wood in rear, and also extending to my left.
On my right, some 75 yards to the front, was a section of Simonson’s
Fifth Indiana Battery. To the right of it lay the First Ohio, behind a
fence ; also, on iny right, some 75 yards to rear, lay the Louisville Legion,
also securely posted behind a fence, the whole supported by the Ninety-
third Ohio, Colonel Anderson. I premptly deployed as skirmishers the
first platoons of Company A, Uaptain Kavanaugh, and Company B,
Lientenant McGannon commanding. Some half an hour after, my skir-
mishers returned, being driven in by the enemy, their skirmishers in
close pursuit. A few shots from my line served to hold them in check,
when their main line advanced, deployed column after column, making
some four or five lines approaching our front. When within 100 yards
Iordered my men to fire, and they went at it with a right good will, it
having been difficult to restrain them so long. Our fire caused the
enemy to waver, and checked their advance. They were not idle, but
threw upon us their leaden hail, which caused my men to hug closer
their frail defense, delivering their fire with the steadiness of veterans.
At this time the artillery ceased on my right, and in a few minutes the
First Ohio gave way and fell back on the Louisville Legion, which in
turn also fell back before an overwhelming force of the enemy, which was
passing my right flank in line of battle, their right passing within 50
yvards of the right of my regiment, which produced some unsteadiness
in one or two companies on my right, they getting out of place for the
purpose of firing into the enemy’s flank as they passed. I promptly
rallied them to the fence. In the mean timethelinein front had advanced
to within 25 yards of my line. A rebel regimeut had crossed the fence
on my left. Those advaucing on the First Ohio aud Louisville Legion,
on my right, were already some 100 yards to wy rear, and, being closely
pressed in front, I gave the order to * IFall back slowly and in good
order,” which was executed at a double-quick.

At one time I had some wavering in ranks tn consequence of some
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milles, but he there held his position agains’ an entire regiment of rebel
avalry.

Lieutenant Eldridge, with 18 men, dismounted, attacked the enemy,
outed them, and recaptured a wagon full of ammunition.

In the engagement of Wednesday, while leading his company in a
barge, Captain Mix’s horse was shot under him, and in the same charge
deutenant Woolley, my acting assistant adjutant-general, was thrown
rom his horse, severely hurting his leg; notwithstanding which, he
nmediately remounted and continued to perform all his duties.

The brigade has captured and turned over 192 prisoners.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
: ROBT. H. G. MINTY,
Colonel, Commanding First Cavalry Division.

Lieutenant CHAMBERLIN,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Divigion.

No. 169.

2eport of Capt. Joseph A. S. Mitchell, Second Indiana Cavalry, of opera-

tions near La Vergne, December 29-31.

NASHVILLE, TENN., January 2, 1863.

Sik: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your order,

reported to Captain Otis, chief of couriers, on the 29th ultimo, and
hat on the same date, by his direction, my men were posted on the
Jashville and Murfreesborough road as couriers, commencing 9 miles
rom Nashville, and extending to the headquarters of Major-General
Jrittenden.

On the 31st ultimo, at 3 p. m., the enemy made a raid upon La Vergn
+t which point I had made my headquarters, capturing from my comman
. lientenant and 13 men, and making it necessary for two other courier
»ost8 to abandon their stations to prevent capture, all of which I im-
pediately reported to Major-General Rosecrans the same evening. The
)laces of my men were supplied from another command, and I proceeded
o this place to collect the few men who still remained of my company.
Chose who were at General Crittenden’s headgunarvers having been sent
1ere as an eseort with his headquarters train, I collected 17 men for duty
wnd reported to Brigadier-General Mitchell, commanding the post, and
»y his command, I have placed them as couriers between Nashville an
aa Vergne.

1 have to report, besides the loss already mentioned, 15 Government
10r8e8, 10 mules, 2 wagons, all of the equipage, tents, &e., of the com-
yany, 16 Colt’s revolving pistols and helsters, 11 Colt’s revolving rifies,
L4 saddles, bridles, and halters, besides all of my own private baggage
nd personal effects,

Since occupying the present line, I have to report 1 man killed while
dearing a dispatch.

I am, most truly, your obedient servant,
0 J. A.GS. MITCHELL,
aptain, Commanding Company.

Ool. B. H. G. MiNTY P g ompy

Commanding Ifz%'rst Cavalry Brigade.
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No. 170.

Report of Col. Bli H. Murray, Third Kentucky Cavalry, including skir-
mishes at La Vergne, December 26, Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, December
31, and on Manchester pike, January 5.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD KENTUCKY CAVALRY,
Camp Stanley, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863.

Str: I have the honor herewith to transmit a report of the part taken
by my command from December 26, 1862, the day of our advance from
Nashville, the engagement before Murfreesborough, and pursuit of the
enemy in their retreat.

On’ passing our outpost before Nashville, on the Murfreesborough
road, my command formed the left wing of the advance. We had pro-
ceeded but a short distance when we encountered the enemy, and, press-
ing them closely,soon engaged in quite a brisk skirmish. Driving them
in a lively chase, we succeeded in capturing 5 of the enemy. Skirmish-
ing all day long through dense cedar thickets, we found quite a force at
La Vergne, with quite an engagement, exposed to the fire of their artil-
lery, which resulted only in the loss of 2 horses. Changing my position,
my command formed the left, joined to General Cruft’s brigade, cap-
turing 1 other of the enemy.

‘We moved from there to Stewart’s Creek the following day, forming
still the left, and capturing 7 of the enemy. Advancing from thence, my
command formed the right. Night found us on the ground afterward
occupied by General Negley in the beginning of the general engage-
ment. Captain Wolfley, commanding Second Battalion, opened com-
munication with Major-Geeneral McCook during the day.

Major Shacklett, with his battalion, on the 30th formed & line of
couriers (in rear of line of battle) with Major-General McCook. Cap-
tain Davis, with squadron, Companies B and D, ordered to report to
General Stanley, at Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads. This squadron was after-
ward with Colonel Minty, and engaged, with his command, the enemy
while detached from me. Fifteen men, of Company O, under Lieuten-
ant Smock, reported to General Van Cleve.

At 8 o'clock, December 31, 1862, Colonel Kennett, commanding divis-
ion, gave me orders tomove to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads. Having moved
but a short distance, and in the direction of the cross-roads, I found the

test confasion, caused by the right wing of the army falling back.

ing but little farther, I found our whole train of baggage and ammu-
nition in possession of the enemy. Captain Wolfley, with part of his
battalion, and Captain Breathitt, commanding the First Battalion, with
a squad of his command, in all about 80 men, in a moment were engaged
charging down the train. We came upon the enemy in all directions.
Here were engagements hand-to-hand, but dashing onward my men
were doing in earnest the work before them. The open field gave us
the place for charging. The enemy were marching about 250 of our men
to their rear as prisoners. These we recaptured. We also recaptured
a portion of the Fifth Wisconsin Battery ; also a section supposed to be
the First Ohio. The hospital of General Palmer’s division was still
held by them. Bringing about 40 men to dash upon them, their whole
command fled. At one time it seemed as if my whole command were
taking prisoners to the rear. There being no support near, I ordered
the prisoners to be given to the nearest infantry, in order that I might
bring all my force against them and hold the train. Major Shacklett
here rejoined me, and having taken position near the hospital, our
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cavalry coming to the field, took position on my left. Again the enemy
made a dash, but was again repulsed. Near two hours afterward the
enemy moved to the right. By order of Colonel Kennett we moved in
that direction at the trot, again to find them about to attack the train;
but after exchanging shots, and under fire from our artillery, again
baffled in their design, withdrew. We took between 50 and 60 pris-
oners, killing and wounding about 25.

In the engagement the 80 men of my command drove frown the field
‘Wharton’s brigade of rebel cavalry ; saved the baggage and ammunition
of a great part of our army; recaptured a portion of the Fifth Wiscon-
sin Battery and a section of, I think, the First Ohio Battery, and, at
least calculation, 800 of our men. From that time up to their retreat
from Murfreesborough we held our position with the First Cavalry
Brigade, under the direct orders of Colonel Minty, commanding.

In the pursuit on Manchester road, moving with the brigade about 1
mile from Murfreesborough, Captain Cummings, with a squadron, was
sent out and discovered the enemy just before us. As the brigade
moved, he was in advance and engaged the enemy all along. My com-
mand carried the right of the pike and had several engagements, ex-
posed several times to the fire of the artillery, capturing 4 prisoners.

The casualties during the whole engagement were 1 killed, 6 wounded,
and 1 missing.* Seven horses killed and 156 wounded.

I will make no mention of one officer above another. All did their
duty, and led their men nobly to the action ; and the men, their actions
on the battle-field, are beyond what I could speak of them here. Not
one of my command ran to the rear; all acted bravely. In all, we cap-
tured 87 prisoners.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. MURRAY,
Colonel Third Kentucky Cavalry.
JOoHN WOOLLEY,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Cavalry Brigade.

No. 171

Report of Lieut. Qol. William H. Dickinson, Fourth Michigan Oavalry,
including skirmish at La Vergne, January 1.

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.

SIR : In compliance with an order of Colonel Minty, commanding First
Cavalry Brigade, I submit the following report of the troops under my
command since my separation from the main body of my regiment at
the cross-roads pear Stewart’s Creek, on the Murfreesborough pike,
December 31 :

1 remained there, by Colonel Minty’s order, with two pieces of ar-
tillery and four companies of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, viz, Compa-
nies A, D, G, and L, until the morning of January 1, when 1 was ordered
by Colonel Burke, of the Tenth Ohio Infantry, to move with my com-
mand in the direction of La Vergne, to engage the enemy who had at-
tacked our baggage train. On arriving within three-fourths of a mile
of that place, we found the enemy attacking and burning our train. 1

* Nominal list omitted.
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immediately ordered a part of my men to dismount and protect the two
pieces of artillery under my command and the other to attack the enemy
from the left. After a brisk fire of about half an hour, the enemy re-
tired, leaving 15 killed and carrying off 15 wounded.

I was then ordered by Colonel Inunes to patrol the pike between Stew-
art’s Creek and La Vergne, both day and night, until Janunary 4, when,
by General Stanley’s command, I escorted Quartermaster Dudley’s train
to Nashville and back here, where I arrived on the evening of the 7th
instant.

On January 2, two prisoners were brought in by our pickets, whom I
turned over to Captain Ward, of the Tenth Ohio, commanding detach-
ment at Stewart’s Creek. Inclosed you will find a report, made by
Lieutenant Eldridge, who was for a few days in command of a separate
detachment.

Yours,
W. H. DICKINSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

Lieut. JOHN WOOLLEY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 172,

Report of Capt. Frank W. Mix, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, of skirmish at
Stewart’s Oreek Bridge, December 21.

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863,

CoLoNEL: In compliance with your order, on December 27, 1862, I
reported to General Palmer with four companies of the Fourth Michigan
Cavalry, Companies H, E, L, and B.

1 was ordered to take the advance of a brigade of infantry and omne
battery of artillery and move off on the Jefferson pike, to take and hold
the bridge over Stewart’s Creek, about 4 miles east of Murfreesborough
pike. I sent Company E into the woods, to the left of the road, as
skirmishers, and Company H to the right. When about 13 miles out
on the road, our advance came npon their pickets. Iimmediately started
with Companies L and B after them. We were then 2} miles from the
bridge. At every rod their number increased, so that when we came
to the bridge we were chasing about 200 of them. Captain Pritchard,
with Company L, had the advance, and was so close to them when we
crossed the bridge that some of them were pushed off the side of the
bridge and taken prisoners.

As soon as we got possession of the bridge, I sent couriers back to
hurry up the infantry. While we were waiting they attacked us in
strong force, but our boys nobly stood their ground and repulsed them.
We heard no report from the infantry. I sent another courier back,
and he soon came back to me saying there was about 100 of them in oux
rear, between the infantry and my command. I then attempted to draw
part of my command (Company I.) back of the bridge, but I no sooner
started them back than they came down on us like bees, yelling as if
they had us sure. T had Company B, under Lieutenant Carter, posted
on each side of the road, where they had a good sight of them. Com-
pany L came back to the bridge on double-quick, with the enemy



