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had at lenst proved his equality with the white man, in being like
him, * mighty onsartain.”

Some time later in the war, a chap in the 100th was almost as
happy in giving a name to the mule,as Gen. Butler was in giving one
to the darkey. Tt was at a time when a great many of our officers
were being breveteidd—the brevet fever as the boys called it, was
prevailing alarmingly.  Lsuppose no explanation is necessary as
tor whad 15 mennt h:.' hl‘inl__g‘ breveted., It is a kind of ﬁlrlﬂj‘ title
by which 1 man is cheaply rewarded for gallantry or meritorious
|:,..:rv."|r'1:lr without having either the pay or the power of the rank, ex-
copt when detailed for some special duty. It was however an
honor much sought after at one time, and these who got it were
happy, while those who did not get it, were envious.  Well, one
time, when the piazza of a hotel at Nashville was swarming with
these breveted officers, sporting their shoulder straps, some of them
donhle the regulation length, a high private of the 100th, was rid-
ing his mule along past the hotel, when he spied the breveted gen-
tlemen.  Ie rode up pretty near the hotel, and commeneed bela-
boring his mule at a terrible rate, swearing at him and exclaiming,
“ Get up here! get up here! you d—njbrevel-horse! you d —n brevet-
horgel”

After the army had crossed the line into Tennessee, they took
it for granted that the orders against foraging were no longer in
force, and the fences, pigs, poultry, ete., suffered. A march of
sixteen miles on the 8th, brought the army through Gallatin, and
Bunday they rested three miles beyond the town. On the 10th
they crdssed the Cumberland, marched twelve miles and camped
on the Lebanon and Nashville pike, about twenty miles from
Nashville, at Camp Silver Springs, and here the regiment re-
miined some days,

The last part of this march was made after dark. Two of
the boys of Co. G, got so disgusted with marching in the dark,
and were so tired withal, that they eoncluded that they would fall
behind and take a rest for the night, and eatch up with the regi-
ment in the morning.  So they dropped out ona favorable oppor-
{unity, and made their bed under some bushes, and slept as only
tiredd soldier boys ean sleep, dreaming no doubt of home and its

delights, until the sun awoke them in the morning. When they
il



242 HISTOIY 01 TITE

jomped up and looked around, to their no small aurprise, they
found themselves in a camp, men and horses all around, some still
sleeping, and some, like themselves, getting up.  Sentinels too are
standing guard all around the camp, They have a strange look
—who can they be? certainly not their old comrades of yester-
day. The mystery is soon solved. The boys are discovered, and
are soon gurrounded by a lot of rehel eavalry men, John Morgan's
famous rangers.  OF conrse they are prisoners,  How they cursed,
(inwardly) their folly in steazgling last night ! But there is o
help for it. They are now at the disposal, and under the orlers
of men in butternut. The camp is all astir, and after 4 hasty
breakfast, of which they are allowed a slender shave, they are
treated toa rapid march of abouat fifteen miles in the opposite di-
rection to the ane they wished to go, Marching to keep up with
the cavalry, wid worse even than that of the nicht before,  They
are all uncertain too as to what was to betheir fate.  Their eaptors
took delight in playing upon their fears, and even talked of hang-
ing them. Butafter keeping them three days, they parolled them
and let them go. Not, however, without fest effecting quite a
change in their personal appearance. The rebels compellel them
to steip off their good clothes, and to aceept in exchange a suit of
the hateful and dirty butternut, confiscating at the sune time the
contents of their pockets. They then made their way back to the

regiment, sadder and wiser, and, let us hope, better boys,  They
put the best face they conld upon the matter, as they made their
entree into camp at Silver Springs. The shouts and vills of wel-
come that went up from the boys on discovering who they were, |
presame EIIE}F will nover ﬂ.‘rl'é‘ﬂt. The m][uncl, huwul.rur_ Wils Soaie-

what indignant at their course, and threatened at first that he

would not respusel Lwir parale, bt put her in feont, FLe relented,

however, il ot them off,

This adventure entitled them o an houorable reLirenyenl o the
veleran reserve eorps ! Tt is said that a photogruph of them, taken
while dressed in their new aniform, is still extant, and i3 the
admiration of their friends. The Baptist chureh at Beloit would
lmrﬂly recognize in one of them their eloquent and well-heloveld
pastor—but he was one of the boys!

“;lhile at Silver Springs, the weather was mostly cold and
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rainy, and the men were worn out with their canpaign, and a
large number weresick.  Some mornings, 100 to 160 would report
at surgeon’s call. On the 15th, all fit for duty were out on a trip
altempting to capture a foree of the encmy’s eavalry.  They pur-
gncd them to Lebanon, and then gave ap the chase, and returned
about 9:30 p. m., baving traveled twenty-eight miles, part of the
tire on the dl:lllh]\'-ijllir‘ii.

Tuesday, the 17th, was a sad day in the regiment, as they
were called upon 1o bury two of their number, A. Leonard, of Co,
E, from Troy, of typhoid pneamonia, and Wi, Sutton, of Cla. A,
from Wilton, of typhoid fever.  They were buried with military
bonom.

The regiment remnined at this camp nine days, the longest
stop which had been made sinee leaving Louisville,

On the 19th, it moved eight miles, stopping about an hour
near the “ Hermitage,” giving the boye an opportunity to visit one
of our national ghrines, the residence and tomb of “Old Hickory”
Many expressed the wish that Old Hickory had been in the exeeu-
tive chair when the rebellion commeneed.  Next day erossed Stone
River, and marchied some three or four miles.  That afternoon
the ambulanees were sent into Nashville with seventeon of the
gickest ones of the regiment. It was supposed that the army
would remain some time at this point, and so the men fixed up
their eamp in good style, setting out evergreens, building chim-
neys, &e., and receiving a daily mail from Nashville, and enjoying
the presence of a sutler who had driven in from Louisville, But
just as they had got nicely fixed up, they moved again on the 26th,
going to a point about four miles southeast of Nashville, which
was their camp until the advance on Murfreesboro, the 26th of
Devember.,

On the 27th, another member died in camp, Amos Gawthrop,
of Co. H, from Wilton. He had been on detailed duty with the
battery attached to the brigade, and was sick for some time there,
and was then sent to the regimental hospital, where he died, mak-
ing the fourth death with the regiment. The other boys who had
died on the march, had been buried without coffins, but Co. H,

determined that Gawthrop should have a eolfin, They were ecnmped
at this time on the land of a Mr. Jones, who lived near the camp,
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and who likea good many others, wasa good Union man when anr
army was around, and the boys applied to him for some boards to
make a coffin. But he refused to give or sell them any. They
reported the matter to the colonel, who told them to go and help
themselves, So they stripped off a lot of boards from his fences,
and r::mde 8 rude coffin, and wrapping the soldier in his blanket
put him into it, and buried him near n brick church Ghaplnin,.
Crews officiating. This soldier had two brothers in t'hc 100th
and nno.t.iler brother in the 4th cavalry, and a half’ brother also in:
the service. One died of disease, and one was killed at Chicka-
mauga,

Co. A also buried a good man in a similar manner next day,
Wm. Birdenstein, of the town of Reed, whose brother died also
December 19th.  Other deaths had occurred among those who
had been left behind iy hospitals,

The location of the camp wad not a very pleasant vue, and the
weather was most of the time cold and wet, and -:mum_v;ueu’: ly there
was a good deal of sickness in the regiment, principally measles
and lung affections, for which sleeping on the ground could not
be very good. Several were sent from time to time jnto the city
which was now one great hospital, %

"J.'ha men all had some interesting experiences in this camp.
Being comparatively young soldiers, they had not yet learned low
to t_nnkﬂ the best of it, had not yet learned all the shifis and
dt??iﬂe& by which an old campaigner knows how to alleviate the
discomforts of such a life, even under the most nntoward circum-
stances. The 100th was brigaded with old troops, and one might
nab}lmlly suppose that these would stand ready to assist and instruct
their new comrades. Not a bit of it! On the contrary, they
seemed to find great satisfaction in standing by and wim:-.an,'il:w the
awkwarduess and mistakes of the fresh fish. But the Iﬂ-ﬂl,hn.a- notl
learned all the tricks and devices of the camp, and ook their
revenge by playines the sume role with other new-comers 3 a1 enrion-
phase of _what we eall human nature, seen also in ujr!it_'gt' lite;
when t.h.e freshman becomesa soph., he seems to find swoet revenge
for the indignities to which he had been subjected, by playing then
off on his vealy sucoessors, ’ e

Oﬂ thE nighﬂ af DEL’!. Iﬂt, H.Iﬂ Eﬂlﬂ]! hal;] a mugh EIIN.’[‘I.'EH"!'!-
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It had rained hard all day, and in the evening there was a teriffio
thunder storm, scoompanied by very high winds. Tmagine how
unwelcome such a storm must be in cold weather, with nothing
overhead but cotton cloth, and nothing underneath but the bare
ground |
The two assistant surgeons, Harwood and Woodrull, ocoupied
a tent together, About nine o'clock, the ditch which had been
dug around the tent, for the purpose of carrying oft the water,
begran to overllow, and the water came into the tent.  As the beds
consisted of nothing but straw with the blanket thrown over, they
soon became uncomfortably moist, and the surgeons had to forsake
their downy couch and excavate a deeper eut to carry off the water
—not a very agreeable job in the darkness, the wind, and the rain.
The next tent was oecupied by the senior surgeon and his clerk,
They were no better off, if so well, for in addition to the water, the
tent pins had got loosened, and the clerk was out trying to drive
them in the darkness, amd he eould only see them when a flash of
lightning fit up the scene momentarily, showing also the senior
aurgean staneling en dichahille in the tent door, and most emphati-
eally giving dipsstions w s elerk in a sompesite language, mainly
Eunglish aw] Gernpan, with now and then a word that ought not
to be in either language. [ think the old adage, © Misery loves
company,” was frue in this case, and the sub-surgeons drew no
little satisfaction from the glimpses they canght of the chief, reveal-
ing the fact that he was in a worse plight than themselves. But
they got punished for so selfish a fecling, for they had no sooner
g{lt settled down again before the cliimney fire, where they had
drawn the bed, than, withoat any warning, down came their tent,
an irreparable wrecl, in the darkness.  Hastily gathering up books
aund papers, they had to retreat to the hospital tent, where they sat
up the balance of the night on the boxes, thoroughly disgusted
with army life.  I[n the morning they were again ecomforted to
find that the rest of the officers had had similar experiences,  The
eolonel, for the first time since leaving Louisville, hal undressed,
and was enjoying the unwonted luxury of clean sheets onee more,
when his tent blew down, and he was caught literally wina culotla
—whatever that means!
On the 4th, the division was reviewed by General Rosecrans,
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REGIMENTAL HISTORIES.

CHAPTER V1.
HISTORY OF THEONE HUNDREDTH REGT.—CoxTiNUED,
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FEW days before Christmas, the orders received left no doubt

in the minds of the men that *“ Old Rosey ™ was sonn to show
J43e his hand.  Sickness had reduced the regiment to 600 men fit
for duty. On the morning of the 24th, orders came to be ready to
move at 7:30 next morning. This necessitates turning out at five,
and plenty of hard work to get ready. But at the set hour the
tents have been struck, breakfast coolked and eaten, the indispen-
sible “ coffee ” made and drank, the wagons packed, and every
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same thing. These are the signals from one road to another, by
which the movements of the different columns are guided, and
which only the proper persons can understand. And thus they
move on through the day, and towards night several wounded men
are seen carrieid back in ambulances. The men look at them, and
the thought comes up in many minds—such may soon be my fatel

The 100th camped for the night in a wood, in the rain, and
without any tents, a mile or two from LaVernge, The night was
quiet.  Next worning the men were called up at five o’elock, and
at daylight are allowed to build fires and cook breakfast, They
remaingd ready o mareh at & moment’s notiee until nine o'clock,
One picee of artillery opened on LaVernge, without any response,

when the brigade moves out in line of battle, the 58th Indiana

and 26th Ohio taking the advance, with their skirmishers thrown
out go as to protect both flanks, and, sbout forty rods behind, the
8th [ndiana battery, supported, by ‘the 31 Ky. on the right, and
the 100th Ill, on the left. As soon as the advance came within
musket range of the town, they were met by a furious and unex-
pected discharge of musketry. The rebels were firing on our men
from their concealment in the houses. The 26th Ohio had some
twenty killed and wounded. But our force soon drove the enemy
from the town, and marched on after them on either side of the
pike. The battle of LaVernge is set down in the histories as a
skirmish, and such it was, but one of considerable importance—
one of the brilliant ones, The 100th moved half a mile over an
open field, under a heavy fire without a waver, and when within

eighty or one hundred yards, charged with a yell on the doable-
quick, and drove the enemy out of the town. This, too, was the
first time,the regiment had been under fire. When they were

being halted to re-furm their lines, Gen. Haskell complimented

them on their gallantry, and said: “ We are all one pow, old

goldiers and new."”

The march was hard, over rocks, and through dense cedar
thickets in line of battle. About a mile beyond La Vernge, the
100th changed places with the 26th Ohio, companies A and B on
the skirmish line, under Major Hammond. The rebels annoyed
our advance wilh a conple pieces of artillery, but s soon as our

battery opencd on them they got ont of the way. During their
32 .
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advance through ‘the cedar thickets, the boys encountered greal
numbers of rabbits, and somehow they conld not resist the temp-
tation to pop them over, and put them in their haversacks for
future use. While they were advancing, much of the time on the
double thick, and driving the rebel cavalry before them, it was
hard to tell whether they were popping at the rebs or the rabbits,
and it didn’t seem to make much difference with the boys. Gen.
Haskell seolded them, telling them they would get eanght with
their muskets empty when they wanted to shoot a reb; but he
didn’t say anything more about keeping them from running to the
rear, the greatest difficulty he had now, was to hold thep back.
About noon it began to rain, and continned without abatement
until night. Several shots were fired at the brigade from a bridge
which the rebels held, but the 3d Kentucky soon dislodged them
without loss. While halting here the colonel left the regiment to
get orders from Gen, Haskell, where to go into camp for the
night. During his absence a squad of twenty or thirty rebel
cuvalry cnme charging down alane on the left of the regiment,
and a8 eoon a8 it was discovered that they were rebels, Co. G,
which had been sent to the flank, without waiting for orders, fired
a volley into them which brought them to a stand, anl they wheeled
round and threw up their hands in token of sucrender. One
poor fellow however kepton, and was shot in the abdomen, fi-
tally. As was afterwards ascertained, his horse was woundel,
and he was unable to hold him, and keeping on past the 3l
Kentucky, the horse was killed without further damage to the
rider, but he had already been mortally wounded. The boys car-
ried him to an old shed, and took every care of him, greatly re-
gretting that they had not understood his design to surrender, e
lived thirty-six hours. He was a large man of the name of Cun-
ningham, belonging to the 52d Alabama cavalry.

Major Gen. Crittenden in his report says of this little allair,
“ And the counler charge and capture of twenty-five of the ene-
my by a company of the new regiment, the 100th Illinois, when
charged by the enemy’s cavalry, are worthy of special notice”
Gen. Wood also refers to the exploit in his report, mentioning
the fact also that twelve horses and equipments were taken.

The adventure supplied the officers of the 100th, with extra
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horses, and made all the boys, cspecially Co. G, feel pretty good.

The regiment encamped at Stewart’s Creek, where the enemy
had tried to Lurn the bridge, but did not succeed. The next day
was Sunday, and the regiment remained quiet. The enemy’s
cavalry could be seen across the creek, and the skirmish line kept
up some firing through the day. Monday, the division was not in
front, but moved slowly along the pike. It was however a brisk
day in the front, and the noize of artillery and musketry could be
heard nearly all day, but not much damage was done, not more
than 150 killed and woundwl in the entire army. Late in the
alternoon the division was thrown into line on the left of the pike
to support the advance, but nothing was done. The brigade went
down to the bank of Stone River, and as it was dark, stacked
arms, and all liands were preparing to camp for the night, when
a sudden whistle of bullets, and rattle of musketry, gave notice of
the presence of the enemy, and the regiment moved back and to
the left, and went into camp. No one was hurt, although some
of the bullets were imbedded in the rails which the boys wera
gathering for their fires.  The whistle of the locomotives in Mur-
freesboro, about three miles distant, could be plainly heard,
and the boys wondered whether the rebels were leaving, or
being reinforeed. They found out which it was in due
time. Next day, (the 30th), the regiment was called up at
four o'clock, and by daylight had breakfasted, and was in readi-
nees for anything  that might tarn up; but the day passed
quietly with the brigade, The General, (Rosecrans) did not wish
to"bring on an engagement, as McCook’s corps was delayed, and
had not yet come up. While riding over the field, superintend-
ing the placipg,of his forces, his chicf of staff was instantly killed,
his head being shot clean off.

On the evening of the 30th, everything being in rendiness,
orders were given lo put out all the lires along the line, and that
everything should be kept as still and seeure as possible, allow-
ing the men ample time to rest.  Jolinson's division of MeCook's
corps was ordered to advance as near as possible, without reveal-
ing its position, and to lay on their arms through the night, with a
heavy piclet force in advance, and if not attacked by nine o’clock
next morning to advance upon the enemy, Next day the sun
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rose olear and beauliful upon the Inst day of 1862—alns! it
proved to be the last day of life to many 2 soldier on cither
gide.

The enemy did not wait to be attacked, but opened the ball
themselves very carly, with their usual tactics, atlacking Jolinson

"on our right, with three divigions, and rushing on with sueh foree
and rapidity that they were upon him almosl as quickly as the
pickets, to ‘which the enemy had paid no attention. Johnson
made a desperate resistance, but two of his best batteries were snon
taken, though bravely defended, the men being bayoneted at their
posts, and he was obliged to retire before the massive volumos of
the enemy, and his worsted men, though as braveas any who ever
carried muskets, turned and fled, resistance being unavailing.
Meanwhile Davis’ division vainly tried to form, and assist in stay-
ing the progress of the enemy, but they were in a cedar brake,
where one-half of a regiment, could not sve the other, and the
terrific yells of the rebels, which could be heard above the roar
of cannon, so terrified our faltering force on the right, that they
were driven over two miles, leaving their dead and wounded
thick upon the field.

Thus ill-fared the day upon theright. Let us look now at the
center, in which the Will county regiment bears a part. Abonat
nine in the morning, the regiment was ordered to fall in on ihe
double quick, which was done promptly, althongh the men felt,
notwithstanding the cool and seemingly careless air of their colonel,
that all was not right. The regiment was formed in a cedar
grove, and very soon the noise and rattle of the musketry drew
near, and the wounded began to pass by, leaning upon their fizl -
low soldiers, or carried on stretchers,  Hegiment after regiment,
brigade after brigade, and division after division, was secn filing
by to take their position on the ficll. Generals, eolunels, anld
their adjutants ride along the lines and et their men intao pusi-
tion. Wagons are moving rapidly, and hullets are whistling by
all the time.

Not long does the 100th remain idle spectators. [t hins a part
to play now with the brigade, in the fierce conflict which is to be
known in history as one of the fiercest and most memorable.  They
move now in one direction, and now in another, aud theu halt in
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a cornfield where they are are dressed on the color line, and then
ordered to lie down, lest a rebel battery should get the range and
open on them. While here, a regiment in sight falls back in dis-
order, and its colonel seizes the colors and tries to rally them, but
surcocds only partially, But the sight has no effect upon the 100th;
it looks on with indilference. The 3d Ky., being ordered to theright
of the raileod, their colonel, MeKee, meets a glorions death,  But
the major, 1||m|:_;|i fwice hit, sticks |_1l‘1'.t'..fl‘.|:||T to the regiment. The
gound of musketry comes nearer. The 100th is in danger of bﬂil}g
flanked. Tt is ordered to change its position to avoid this new
danger. It eomes upon another regiment, which proves to be the
110th, Col, Casey's. The men exchange cheers as they ascertain
that two Illinois regiments are together, and feel inspired with
new strength and courage. This position must be held, for it is
one of preat importunce.  Afler a little, a regiment in the rear is
withdrawn, and the two, 100Uk and 110th, are left alone, They
move forward to the edge of a cotton field. “The enemy try hard
to dislodge them, but here they lie, hugging the earth, while they
are treated to a brisk cannonade, and our own batteries are reply-
ing over them. What terrific musie! The shrieking of shells,
the thander of artillery, the erash in the tree tops overhead ; and
here they lie, unable to do aught but hold on—the most trying
pusition in whieh men ean be pluﬂﬂl.

But now the order comes to “fall in,” and just as they are
doing o, a solil shot comes along which takes off the head of Giles
L. Greenman, of Co. K, and strikes Lieut. Worthingham, of the
same company, in the breast, killing him instantly. Five poor
fellows yielded up their lives at this point, and about thirty were
wounded.  The regiment is moved aeross the railroad, when knap-
sacks are unslung, and it is formed along the railroad. Mean-
while the bullets fly thick and fast, and with telling effect upon
the ranks, and one after another of the men limp by to the rear.
They lay down on this line. Soon an American flag was seen in
front, and a :'pghuunh marched in h}r the flank, on the south side
of the eotton field, and it was, of course, supposed to be one of ours,
as they had on U, 5. overcoats. Bat soon the boys saw the * but-
tevond," nod gave hiem a 'l.'li”l'}'. Thﬂ_’g‘ wont over the ﬁ!ﬂm:,. and
dosen the hill, like a lotor shoep, Lieut. Mitehell, of Wilmington,
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here receivea the wound which proved wortal three days alter,
The men lie and listen to the grim musie of the shob wwl shell
flying over their heads, and cutting the cedars, anxiously waiting
for the result on the field at large. They know that the right
wing has been discomfited ; they have heanl the exultant shouts of
the rebels while they have driven it from point to point.

But meanwhile Roseerans has not been idle,  Seeing that the
fate of the day would depenid on the center, he has ordered up all
the available batteries, and placed them along the railroad, so as Lo
cover the only ground upon which the enemy can charge with any
hope of success, while the brigades of infuntry are placed iu front
and rear. The souml of the battle now comes nearer and nearer,
and louder and louder, until the cedar swamp is enveloped in
smoke, and over all the noise and tumult of battle, the yells of the
pursuing rebels are heard as they drive the broken and disordered
ranks of the right wing in their retreat behind the center corps.
On eome the enemy, Hushed with suceess, through and out of the
woods, over the open ground, never dreaming of the reception
they are to meet. One rebel flag after another is seen waving
défiantly, until they are too many to be counted ; on they come,
yelling their unearthly yell, expeeting to sweep all before thews,
Our forces are silently awaiting them—a solemn, ominous silence
—for a few brief moments only, and then a little puil of smoke is
seen to vise from full fifty pieces ol artillery, followed by a roar
and a shock as of an earthquake; acontinuons roar for thirly min-
utes, and when it ceases, and the smobke rolla off from the iield,
nothing is scen of all that proud armay of advancing, and till then
victorious rebels, but a foew seattered battalions plunging pell-mell
into the cedar thickets, from which they had a little before emerged
s0 buoyantly. Our artillery follow up, and fire upon the retreat-
ing enemy. It was a grand, a glorious sight.  Our batteries drove
them back over nearly the same gronmd over which they had driven
the right wing. Searcely had this advantage been gained, when
Palmer's division began to shell the woods in the rebel center, amld
fortunately got the range of a battery, supported by two brigades,

that lay concealed in the woods, killing great numbers of them.
Irritated at this, the rebel commander ordered a charge across a
field in plain sight. They came on, a brigade eight rows deep,
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with fixed bayonets in splendid style. But our boys stood their
ground, and gave them guch a reception as rr_t.ude them falter,
Their officers tried to rally and lead them on again, but our grape
and canister mowed them down, and afew well-directed volleys of
musketry finished their repulse.  They lI.ITI]Eﬂ. aml. fled, our men
pursuing them until getling into range of their artillery, lhr?r fell
back to allow ours to reply, and thus was now kept up an artillery
duel until darkness closed the seene. h
At dusk, when the vegiment fell baclk, the eolonel noticed that
one man in Co. C did not get up with tha rest, and when an officer
wenl to see the eanse, he was found dead, killed instantly by a
picee of shell, and so gnickly that he had not stirred, and the man
who lay next to him did not koow it. This waﬂ‘J ohn Hopkins,
of Homer. The regiment lay all night on their arms, After
dark, a detail went out to the front in command of Lieut. Wil-
Jiams, with an ambulance in charge of Surgeon Woodruff, and
here found the enemy laking care of the dead and wounded, our
men mingling with them in a i'rien:!l:r :;”.m.nner, both sides taking
re of and assisting the wonnded of each army. .
i Here ocenrred a little incident worth relating.  John O'Kief,
of Co. 1, went out with the boys on the battle field, and a:!mrt]:,r
after was heard coming in, and yelling out as he passed the pickets,
« Don't shoot, don’t shoot, it’s John O'Kief on a d—d good rebel
horse.” e came in riding a very fine horse, with saddle and
bridle and a large pair of saddle-bags, which seemuod to he well
stulfed. e at once looked up the colonel, and told him that he
had brought him a fine horse. The colonel inquired wherf: he got
it.  O'Kief replied that he got it on the field, and that it was a
rebel surgeon’s. The colonel’s sense of humn: would not allow
him to aceept of the present from O'Kief ; but, instead, he ordered
him to take it back to the surgeon, with the compliments of the
colonel. (FKief did not like the colonel’s view of the matter,
but he had no choice but to obey, and accordingly took the animal
Baek 1o the rebel surgeon, who was equally surprised and gratified
at recovering him, and sent his name, residence and regiment baeck
to the eolonel, with the assurance that if he, or any of his officers
or men, shonld be eaptured by his command, they should hc.WﬂH
cired for, Bt our surgeon ot Chickamanga il ol el quite so



251 HHPORY 007 TH K

generous treatment, as we shall see in due time. But befurs
O'Kief returued with the horse, the major of the 100th, whose
conseience had become somewhat dulled by the eravings of  his
stomach, confiscated the contents of the rebel surgeon'’s saddle-
bags, which were found to consist of cold chicken, ham, biscuit,
&e., &e., which, with the colonel’s aid, rapidly disappeared,

H—rIlike the snow falls in the rivor,
A mnrment white, then gone foravoer.”

The 100th regiment fared much better than could have been
expeoted. Up to this time, only 10 were killed and 30 wounded,
and nearly as many missing. Some other regiments lost 50 per
cent. of their men. Six men from each company were detailed for
pickets. Says one who was of this number: It was a terrible
night. The constant groaning of the wounded that lay within a
fow feet of us, the ghastly upturned fices of the dead which lay in
our path, made the relief which came after our six hours' vigil,
doubly welome. And this was our New Year's eve!”

January lst, 1863, dawned upon the field of Stone River, as
well as upon the rest of the worll, Bat what a strange New
Year to the men of the 100th regiment! To those who hal sur-
vived the carnage of yesterday, how different from any other New
Year, whose light they had ever hailsd 1 Awl how mueh ereter
the change to thos: who had gone where years no lonzer divide
existence |

At 3 o'clock in the morning, the regiment was relieved ||};
another, and moved back a little. [t had beld an advanesd and
exposed position all night, without fire or blankets, and the relicf
was welcome, The men anticipated a breakiast, but no rations

_wereissued.  Here they lay in the mud all day, but were perimit-
ted to builld fires. There was no fighting of any amount doae,
both sides seened willing to rest. At night the reciment was or-
dered into a beantiful cedar grove, and anticipated agomd  wight's
rest ; but the men had scarcely got into a doze, when the order
came to “fall in,” and although so tired and sleepy that they
could hardly keep their eyes open, or move, yet the boys obeyed
the unwelecome order, and relieved another regiment, on the other
side of the railroad, and were once more deawn up in line of bat-
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tle. They ean see the rebel picket fires burning brightly, but are
allowed none themselves. They were in a cornfield where the
mued was so deep that they eould not lie down, and they counld
only rest by leaning upon their muskets. Some, however, became
so fatigued, that towards morning, they lay down in the mud,
and the weather wrowing colder, they could hardly tear their
Llankets from the frozen mud in the morning, It had turned
very cold, and many of the wounded suflered much, come having
hands and feet frozen.  The morning too was accompanied by a
wind that scemed to go through the frame, and make every
one sliake as in an ague fit. When the morning haze has cleared
away, the long lines of the enemy can be seen moving to the right
and left, some of them mounted, which are conjectured to be artil-
lery, While the 100th, which has oceupied the front all night, is be-
ing relieved by another regiment, the enemy seeing the move-
ment open upon them. Getting into place as quickly as possible
the men lie down, without being very ecareful to select their beds.
And now, the thunder rages again, worse if possible than before,
And here they lie, trying to keep from being seen by the enemy,
whose sharpshooters are concealed in the cedar thickets. These
become so annoying thata body of skirmishers are sent out about
10 o’clock to dislodge them, which they suceeed in doing, though
many a poor fellow falls belore their deadly aim, But our men
did not flineh, aml were reinforeed,  The enemy then direct their
actillery five upon tlem, wl they Tl back to give our batteries
an opportunity (o reply. Awd then followed an artillery duel
between Loomis’ Michigan battery, and Stannard’s Ohio battery
on our side, and the rebel batteries, Our regiment is lying in
the mud between. without any protection. Soon the rebels get
the range of Stannard’s battery, and it is soon put Aors du com-
bat, all the horses being killed, and many of the men. But they
rally, and draw the guns off by hand. Fifty per cent. of the
men ol the battery are killel or wounded.  The Loomis battery
had guns of longer range, and being further to the rear, and be-
hind a hill, are not so much exposed, anid they keep up the fight.
The bursting of their shells in the ranks of the enemy could be
seen to gealler them like autumn leaves, But the enemy pot the
range of the 100th, and solid shot came ricocheting past them.
<kl
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Bhells bursting, and grape falling thick around, malke the (Hace
hot and uncomfortable. Geo. IT. Atkins, of Co. K is killel, his
right acim being torn from his bady.  The battle seems to ilL‘:II'U-
newed, From the woxls on the right, and in the rear, cheering
is now heard, and soon a magnificent spectacle is seen. A divis-
ion bursts from the timber, and sweeps into the open space hehiml
the 100th; with eolors flying, horses proudly prancing, the Iiluua-i
move steadily and firmly forward. A battery comes d.u!unF
along with them. An olficer with hat off, urges on his men. |_1'|1L'l-
is Rosseau—the game cock of Kentucky, as Prentiss calls him.
The battery is soon ready for action, and now the fighi rages
fiercely. But it is not long before the ensmy is silenced.  Bab
here in the mud, for by this time the ground has thaweil, the 100th
regiment is obliged to remain, while the forenoon passes  away,
and part of the afternoon, with little fighting except by the sharp-
shooters on either side.

While this advantage had been gainel in the ceatre, two
brigades of VanCleves division, crossel Stone River, and sent
from the main body a small foree to reconnoitre, with orders if
attacked to fall back on the reserve, which was concealed behind
some brush work. They obeyed their orders, and were met by a
large rebel force before which they gave way, eteadily ab lirst, but
being hotly pressed by superior numbers, they were foreed to re-
treat behind the reserves, closely followed by the enemy. At this
juncture the reserve sprang up, and a conple of well directed vol-
leys checked the rebels and held them lack.

And now the hattle rages again, and blood flows freely.  The
rebels outaumber the Union foree, but they hold their ground
until Negley sends them help.  When reinforced, they make an-
other eharge which forces the encmy to retire.  From the point
occupicd by the 100th, every movement coulil be sven, both uf't:ur
troops and of the cnemy, and alternating feclings of joy and fear
filled their minds, as the one side or the other, seemed to be get-
ting the advantage. Dut soon a man comes rishing fariously along
the ranks in the rear—like John Gilpin, hat off, and coat tails
flying behind him. Heshonts a few words which the 100th can-
not hear, but they know that it is good news, for the boys throw
up their caps, and give volley on volley of cheers. Soon the
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word reachies our boys, * the enemy is being driven,” and they are
to follow them. Up they jump to their feet, and are moved over
to the left.  But the fighting has cease 1, and they pass on crossing
the fovd, which they were guarding the other day, and here they
stumble upon the dead, and hear the groans of the wounded and
dying, but they are mostly rebels. After various manmuvres
they are anchored at last in a hollow, and allowed {o rest, and
build fires for the night.  And, despite the groans of the suffer-
ing, despite the rain now pouring down, the tired men rank down
to a svund sleep, until the next morning, when they awoke to find
themselves in a grave yard, the corpses still unburied. The
slanzhter here must have been terrible.  The wounded have been
removed during the night. How ghastly the dead men look, their
fuces washed by the rain |

Private Bolton who was one of those whose lot it was to go
upon picket duty on this night writes thus of the scene :

“The hatile field, what a sight was here! Behind almost every
tree was the lifeless form of some poor soldier, mostly rebels, and
strewdd over the ground were legs and arms, and mangled bodies,
miisses ol flesh ad bones, so mudilated that not their own mothers
could reeognize them.  Some yet living, having lain out in all the
rain and cold,—no one to care for them, and dying alone amid
the erowds of dying and dead. The trees were literally full of
bullet holes.  Guns, knapsacks, canteens, blankets and Laversacks,
were scattered all around, and the soil was cut up with the
tracl® of horses and artillery. The whole made a picture on
which T hope never to look again.

“Both of these days, Dee, 31st and Jan, 2d, we were constantly
exposed to the most galling fire, and that we came out with the
loss of so few men, was greatly owing to the care and judgment
of our eolonel.  In the midst of the heaviest fire, when shot and
shell flew thickest, he would pass up and down the lines ordering
his men to lie low,”

January 3d, the regiment lay all day behind intrenchments
'o‘l-'i”uml.nny demonstrations on the part of the enemy. The con-
tinued rains made the movement ol artillery impossible.  Ateven-
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ing, under cover of the darkness, they attempted to dislodgee the
pioneers, but they were repulsed with heavy loss, awd they
plunged into the river, making no further demonstrations, and
that night retreated through Murfreesboro, and the next morning,
the Union forees were in possession of the town, and the battle
of Stone River, the seven days’ fighting was over. Such was
the baptismal battle of the Will county regiment.

The following is the list of easualties in the 100th regiment
during these seven days.

EILLED:

Lieut. M. Worthingham, Co. I, Joliet; Lieuat, Charles E. Miteholl, Co.
A, Wilmington ; Andrew Theil, Co. B, Jackson; Joln Hopkins, Co. U,
Homer; Fred'k Rahm, Co. Q, Mokena; Geo. W. ess, musician, Co. I,

Plainfiald ; Giles Greonman, Cn, K, Twelve Mila Grove; Geo, . .ﬁlldnﬂ:

Co, K, Tollet; Corp. Poter Wagner, Co. G, Lookport.
WAL [V

Majur Lnnouond, slightly § Licnt George Bee, Coo 4!, Molkenn, Tiout. J.
8 MeDonald, Co €, Lockport; Liont, John A, Kolly, Co. K Seegl. Maj,
Wm 17, Harbottle, Wilmington ; Sergt. Wale MelPwdden, Co. Co, sovarely,
(died Jan. 4th), Wilminglon ; Sergt. J. W. Taylor, Uoe. 1, Jolist ; Corp. Jolin
Pallows, Co. I, Plainficld. Co. A—Benedict Wengor, slight, Wilnwingtan ;
Alonzo Jones, slight, Wosloy; Michael Worthy, slight, Wilmington ; Henry
Kaollogg, alight, Florenes; Jamns Diow ligg, alishit, Woaloy ; Goorge Doro,
slight, Weslay; Constant Brooshot, slight, Reod; John Haines, sovoraly,
{sinee died) Wosley Co. B—Wm. Cludas, sevorely, Jolict; Stephan J
Ttaka, slight, Jackson ; Philip Seheer, slight, Tolick. Co. C—Michasl Snlli-
van, Lockport. (o D—Edward Highland, severes, Plainficld ; B Anglomiro.
DuPaga; Pat. Murtin, Plainfield; Alfred Cartor, Plainficld. Co, B—John
MeDonald, Now Lenox; Henry Stolder, (died Jan. 22d), Channahon.  Co.
F—Hamuol 1. Treat, Tlomer; Selah Spanlding, 1lomor,  Co, H =John (5
Gonl, Peotone; Wm. I Moro, Wiltan ; James Sedgwick, Joliet; Joo, 2hooe-
mukor, Jollel, Cuo, [--Jamoa Tidball, sovers, Roesd; Donnis Smitl, Wil-
mington. o, K=Kl Haradon, severe, firaemn Garden ; William Munday,
sovers, Joliet ; Erastus Rudd, Samuel Taradon, Gronn Garden ; 10, Eldor-
kin, Jackaon.

Major Hammond was grazed by a ball. A shell burst over
Captain Gardoer's head, paralyzing him for a few moments, and
when he recovered, he found the man by his side had losy his head.

The following is from the official report of Brig. Gen. Haskell,
commanding the brigade :

“ T ghould have romarkod Lhat tha 100th T rogiment, the other regimont

eomposing my brigade, which was in roserve doring tho first engagmmont
doseribed wbove, had, under inslruction of Gon. uzen, moved to the front

ONE HUKDREDTH REGIMENT, 261

on the Toft of the railrond, and taken ap s position at right angles with the
riblroeud, whoro thoy Goighit splendbdly i all Che wetions il ook plese on
tho boft of the mael, Thore wis oo formidablo attack upon them, but they
worg ahiast constuntly wndor lieo of greoator or luss severity, pectioularly in
alot and shoell, and suffensl quite severely In killod and wounded, Lisut,
Maorison Worthingham, of that reghmont, was Killed, while gallantly sas-
taining iz snen, and six othor commissioned offieers, including Ma), Ham-
mond, were wounded, Their conduct, from Col. Barctleson down, was such
as to leave nathing to be desired.  Enlisted men, five killod, thirty-thros
wonmded,

Such was Gen. llaskell's official report. e is said to bave
made an wooficiad one, to-wit: that i there was a fluek of tur-
kevs the other side of Murfreeshoro, and he should tell the 100th
to take them, they would go through all h—Il to get them,”

Gen. Hagen, commanding the 2d brigade, 2d division of left
wing, to whose assistance as above noticed the 100th had been
sent, says: “ | am under many obligations to Col. Bartleson, of
the 100ch, for valuable services.”

Mention has been made of the faet that Major Hammond was
slightly womwdul, A picce was gouged out of the culf of his leg
Ly a shot, which also carried off the tail of his coat.  Cul. Bartle-
s nld B he fiod betler enlamge the wound with canstio so as to
produce a respectable eschar, and to preserve the mutilated coat as
a trophy, and that when he got back home he could run for any
office and be sure of success. Thus even on the grim field of battle
the little eolonel loved his joke. Well, the major did get a good,
fat office on his return, but [ should be unwilling to say that he
owed it to his having lost his coat tail.  The wound, though not
serious, I presume was sulliciently severe to satisfy any hankering
the major had in that direction. As we haveseen, it did not unfa-
vorably afect his appetite.

A curious instance of fiight on the part of the animal creation
at man’s doings was exhibited on the field of Stone River. Tuar-
keys, birds and rabbits were so paralyzed by fright at the terrifie
cannowuling and musketry, that they sought the protection of the
men as they were lying behind their breastworks, the rabbils actu-
ally creeping under the legs of the men, in their terror.

The battle of Stone River was one of the bloodiest and fiercest
engagements of the war. It was the fist in which the 100th was
engaged, but it did its full share, and gave its friends no occasion
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to blush. The victory finally terminated on the side of the Union,
but the cost was fearful.  The field was one vast cemetery,  Mur-
freesboro was converted inlo one vast hospital. The rebels left
their wounded to our care. No business was transacted, and
nothing was done except caring for the wounded of both sides,

When the right wing of our army was driven buck on the
morning of the 31st of December, the field hospital was for a time
in the hands of the rebel cavalry, with the surgeons and all their
attendants, among them Surgeon Heise, Steward Stumph, and
others of the 100th. Tle scattering which was made among the
surgeons and attendants, and the manner in which many of them
became suddenly invisible is said to have been something wonder-
ful, if not miraculous. The rebel eavalry did not make a long
stay, and when they retired, surgeons and attendantz wero to be
seen emerging from all eonceivable hiding places, Tt also hap-
pened that Dr, MeArthur, of Joliet, was at this time on a1 visit to
his old friend and partner, Dr. Heise, and when the alarm and
confusion consequent upon the visit of the eavaley oceurred, lie
mounted his Lorse, intending to return to Naushville, being entirely
satisfied with the glimpse he had got of the clephant.  But this
was not g0 easily done. The roads were entirely blocked up with
army teams and the demoralized right wing of the army. He
tried to go across lots, and is said to have performed some most
astonishing feats of horsemanship and high and lofty tumbling in
his hurried cfforts to get through, Finding egress impassible, he
returned to the hospital, now recovered, and rendered valuable
professional assistance,

While this was happening, the surgeons who were on the lield
(Dra. Harwood and Woodruf,) were at o loss what to do with the
‘H’ﬂum]'ﬂ', who were fast accumulating on their hands.  Final Iy, in
company with others of the same division, they were carried across
the creek to the left, where there was a fair-sized house, all the
available room of which, as well as the aldjoining yarl, was soon
occupied. While busy in attending to the wounded, these sur-
geons and attendants heard the wild, unearthly yell of the rebels,
and in a moment they were surrounded by rcbel eavaley, who
ordered the surgeons, ambulances and nurses to fall into line and
go with them. A few obeyed, but the surgeons, aud wost of the
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others, kept out of their way as much as possible and attended to
their business, and soon one of our batteries opened on the rebels
and they found the place too hot for them to hold, and left, In
the afternoon the surgeons recrossed the river and sent the wounded
to the division hospital, which had been recovered, and was again
in order.

On the fourth day of the battle, (January 3d), when our
boys were pretty hungry and rations searce, a smoke-house
wias diseovered between our picket line anl that of the rebs, bat
much nearer the latter. The boys all knew that a southern smoke
house meant plenty of bacon, and they determined to clean that
one out, and accordingly they charged, captured the contents, and
relurned with the spoils.  But it took some nerve to do this under
a sharp fire from the rebs, who were not a little astonished at the
bolduess of the exploit, and chagrined at the loss of the bacon,
One man was hit by a sharpshooter.

Lieut. Bartlett, also, with the quick eyc of a professional, spied
a cow in the distance, and got permission to go into the butchering
business. [t was soon brought in Ly the hungry men, slaughtered
and dressed “ secundum wrten,” and very soon there was nothing
left but hoofs, horns and hide.

Alter the elose of the battle, on the night of the 3d, the 100th
regiment and the brigade recrassed the river, and eamped back of
the first day’s battle field, The river was rising rapidly, and the
main body of the army was on the north side of the river. Next
day, the 4th, they heard that Murfreesboro was evacualed ; bub
the division staid at this place until the Tth, lying on the rocks,
and in the mud, without shelter, and short of rations. Some went
hunting io-the groves, and helped out the scant rations with sijuir-
rels and rabbits, and T presume, an occasional piz. They then
moved to Murfreeshoro, camping on the Manchester pike, and the
next day the wagons came up and tents were pitched, On the
Oth, the camp was again changed to the left of the town, in a low,
wet place.  Jiveryone was tired out, and many sick, and the Spence
House, near by, was temporarily used as a hospital. Those who
were able to work were pul upon the building of fortifications
made with trees and dirt,

On the 13th, the reziment was gratified with the sight of some
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familiar faces from home, Chas. Weeks, O, W, Stillman, and Otis
Hardy, of Jolict, and Dr. A. W. Bowen and Franklin Mitchell,
of Wilmington, who had started on the reception of the news of
the battle. Mr. Mitchell arrived too late to see his son alive,
They remained with the regiment three or four days, giving the
boys the news from home, and carrying back messages from them.

On the 21st, the brigade was ordered out to gpuard a furage
train. After going two or three miles on Liberty Pike, they
learned that a train of thirty-five wagons from Rosseau’s division,
with a very small guard, had been captured just ahead two or
three hours before. The brigade started in pursuit, but infantry
chasing cavalry is a long race, and not often snceessful, and it was
not in this instance, and was given up after a few hours, and the
wagons were filled with forage, and the brigade returned to camp.

About this time Colonel Bartleson left the regiment for a brief
visit home,

On the 22d, Henry Stolder, of Co. F, one of the wounded,
died at the Spence House,

On the 25th, the regiment lost three officers by resignation—
Asst. Burg. Harwood, Lieut. Letts, of Co. E, and Lieut. MceCon-
nell, of Co. T,

On the 28th of January, & fatal accident ocourred in the repgi-
ment which cast a greater g!uum aver the men, than even the greater
losses by battle. Some of the men were felling a tree which
gtood incamp, which, contrary to all their expectations, fell across
one of Co. K’s tents, in which were four members of the com-
pany at the time, entirely unsuspicious of what was in store for
them. John Fitzpatrick was killed instantly, and Meredon Davis
g0 badly injured that he died in an hour. Another, Lisle Tan-
mer, was so severely hurt, that for a long lime it was expoeoted
that he would die, but he ultimately recovered. A commilles of
investigation decided that the choppers were not to blame, as ne-
cording to all rules of propriety, the tree ought to have fallen in
any other direction than the ome it did. They should have
brought a verdict of guilty against the tree, and recommendeal it to
the mercy of the court !

On the 30th, the camp was changed to higher and better
ground. The regiment now had a rest from everything except
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routine duty, and oceasionally taking its turn in going as guard
to forage trains.

On the morning of Feb, 8th, they were routed out at 4 g, m,,
and arlered to stand at armes, as the rebels were reporied advage-
e, bt they dod aol eome. Noxb day the pans wese Jaid duwn,
amd the boys took up spades, working oo the forts.  The same
day (9th), Wm. Muhniley, of Co. F, died, and on the 12th, James
Taylor, a fine, bright Loy of sixteen years, musician in Co. D,
also died. Oeccasivnally prisoners are captured, and reflugzees come
in frequently.

On the 18th, the regiment went through a new experience. Tt
was one for which they had long been looking. The boys had
now been in the service almost six months, and had as yeb received
no pay, except the moral =atisfuoction of doing their duty, This is
all very nice, and not to Le despised, but still it would not helpin
buying those little extras which were needed to cke out their regu-
lar rations. It would not pay the old darkey mammies for doing
their washing, or buy the tobaceo to fill their pipes, Hence the
appearance of a United States paymasier, with his clean new
greenbacks, was welecome imleed,  No man who evald stand up,
failed to answer to the call to muster for pay. Chaplain Crews
kindly took home the spare money of the Loys, and had a narrow
escape from capture. The day afler, the train was captured by
rebel gnerrillas, and Col. Buell, of the 58th Indiana, was tuken
with $17,000 of the money of his regiment,

Mareh 19th, there was a grand review of the corps by General
Rosecrans,

In order to have the diflferent regiments in the brigade near
each other, another change was made in the camp about the 25th
of March. This time the boys fixed up their camp in splendid
etyle, laying it out with strects and avenues lined with evergreens,
They also built awnings of evergreens before their tents, and a
nice cliapel for Dominie Crews, their worthy and highly esteemed
ehaplain, to preach in, and kept the grounds nicely policed, The
regiment went out often with the forage trains, gathering the corn
from the Gelds where it was <6l stamdings, and the stack s of * finl-
der," as 1l corn s et while still green, ald 1'|||'|‘.IJ e ealled,
The Loys alwo furignd for themselves as well as for tho lorses and
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