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Diary of Lymsn 8. Widney-Pine Oreesk, Illinocis-Date of enlistment Dedember 23,
}883=Date of MNuster December 23, 186S-Muster Out July 1£, 1885-Report of the
Adjutant-General of the Gtate of Illknocis-Volume ll-page 858-1881-1888,

84th Illinois Regiment-Mitohell's Brigaude-Davis Division=léth Army Corps-
Sergeant-iis jor-108 Regiment,

Thursday-September 25,1882=At an early hour I bade good bye to my frieands in
the Bospital at Koebuk, Iows and wended my way to the wharf ¢to board the
steamer for 8t. Louis and thence %0 join my ocomrades in astual service. Ny
outfit provided by the gquartermsster consisted of 2 new suit of blus, & kmap-
ssok containing change of underclothing & blanket rolled and strapped to the
top, hebersack, canteen and s Besoriptive roll containing a record of my
name, age and heightm color of eyes, hair and complexion, sompany Regiment
and date of last payment. Also en order for transportation and subsistence
which authorized me to travel by boat or rail, to esat and lodge at Uncle

S8ams wayside Inns, his Hospitals and Convalescent Camps all at his expense,
In oompany with 11 other soldiers bound for their comsands I found Quarters
on the Steamboat Warsaw and at 8 a. m, we backed ocut from the wharf at Keokuk
and steamed down the river. The day wee beautiful and I fully enjoyed my
release from Hospital regtrietions, Our boat was busily employed and made
many landings usually to take on supplies for the Army such as mules hay eorn
oats eto, At 10 pe m. the Fog stopped us for the aight,

A grey mist envelocped us this morning until 8 celook when a breeze began

€0 ruffle the water and soon caused the fog t© roll awmy in great snowy olouds,.

The course being sufficiently elear and our boat resumed her way. Z*he view of

the river was enchanting with its sonstant shange of scens, The water being
at & low stage wes olear and sparkling, exposing long lines of ehits, sandy
beach sweeping around the bends end encircling numerous islands. Patohes of
flesoy white clouds of fog drifted helplessly about the spurt of every puff

of wind sesming loth to leave ths river's ocourse yet dissolving surely in the

Suns reys, fie landed at Bt. lLouls at 3 p. m. and out squad proceeded at once

S0 look for quarters where Uncle Sam would foot ths bill, & task that consumed
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the afterncom. We were directed from eme wrong plase $o another wmtil et
fast ¢ired and hungry we were admitted to the “Transportation Office" where
after & rigid inspection of our "Deseriptive Rolls"™ %0 see that we were not
deserters, our mames were recorded .cnd we were escorted through a side door
aerost a sourt and securely locked in a "Elave Pen" for eush it proved te
have been, The blooks whereon many a slave had stook %o be “knooked dowmn™

to the highest bidder still ornamented or rather disfigured the court yard,
The rooms assigned to us opened into this court and while they were elean and
somfortadle we surveyed our surrcundings with unoonsesled disgust, It seemdd
abdsurd that we should have hunted so hard for a place of imprisonment, We
sxpressed our indignation in fisting terms %0 the slerk in charge who explained
that Rhiz rule had becoms nscessary for the reason that returning soldiers
applying for transportation to their commands had frequently failed %o after
srrangemsnts for they conveymncs weres completed, so the Offiocer in oharge
decided %o lock up sll applieants wntil the Btsamboat should be resdy to
receive them, This explanation was not satisfactory but we had ¢o put wp with

it consoling ourselves in the sxpectation of a very brief sojourn, We drew

rations, ate supper, wnrolled eur blankets and laid down to dream of autioneors,
whips and fetters.

Saturday Beptezber 27- ‘The prospect of an sarly release from our obmox-
ious confinement was dissppointing as the morning pes-ed without sign of re-
l1ief but the afterncon witnessed our departure for the wharf to board the Btr. .
War Esgle bound for Helena, Olzd we were to escape the sppressive hospitality
or our Host of the Slave Pen.

Bunday Beptember 28~ Our boat was not prepared to leave Saturday being
Mly sngaged in completing her sargo. This morning was spent in taking on
beard two Howitsers, Oen. Curtis mounted Bscort and fourteen paymasters with
severs]l million dollars in gresubscks for the payment of Grants Army in Elss-
fesippi, While the Church bells were ringing fer morning servise our bost

backed out and furned her prow gouthward., We ren without stopring until @ p.ms



when the low water rendered further progress unsafe, Ihsre was no Sunday
on board our boat. The paymesters snd their elerks haé entire possession
of the cabin and devoted their whole time %o pambling. BEvery table had its
group of card plsyers, rattling poker ehips, drinking, swearing and smoking.
flen, Curtis® Cavalrymen with their Howitsers send Carbines stook guard on the
hurrioane roof watching for Guerrillas who might well covet such & valuable
prise, Their horses cooupied the boilnr deck and our little squad found
room &5 best we oould on the Cabin guards.

Monday 29~ Resuming our course at daylight our first stop a short one
was made at Cairo about moon. Oolumbus Ky 20 miles below was out next landing
place at 8 p. m. Bere I learnsd that my Begiment was nser Loulsville ec I
left the boat with several comrades wt-;ou destination was the same as mine.
The steamer continued on her way to Helema, My companions soon afterwards
were informed that their commnde wers distrubuted along the Tennesses rives
in the Stats of Mississippi so they boarded a train on the Mobile & Ohile
R. R, for Corinth Miss, I was mow left alons to find my way to Buels Army
wherever it might be and applied for transportation ¢o Louisville which was
promised hy the Packet leaving the mext daye I found gquarters at the Boldiers
Homs, s8¢ stlled, a frame building whose only furniture ws a floor and a roof,
After drawing rations and eating supper, I sslected a eom& spread wy
blanket and with knapsack for pillow was soon sleeping so soundly that the
arrival of a large number of new guests 4id not awmsken we until the room was
nearly filled and I was eompletely surrounded with fellow lod<ers who came
limping or sarried on stretohers , ¢o drop or b dropped promiseucusly about
the floor for & night of rest er suffering, "What is the satter™ I asked
of my nearest neighbor. "Well we had trouble with old JPrice down at Iuks.

He wantsd to come into town and we got hurt trying to keep Rim cut, but we
kept him out, you bet, and we hurt his orowd a good dsal worse than he hurt us,”

My fellow lodgers were the wounded of the Battle of Iuks who were loaded at



onoce ou the osrs and shipped o Uolumbus t¢ await transportation by Steamer
$0 Northern Hospitals, Their wounds had been dressed and bandaged by the
Surgeons but many of the posr fellows were suffering with pain and required
all the attention that we, who were adble, could give them during the night,

Tuesday 30th. My Quarters wers not so attractive ss ¢c induce me %o
prolong =y stay in Columbus so I tried all day teo get information as %o
when a boat should arrive by which I might get transportation ¢to Loulsville,
Only boats in the serviee of the Government found any trade below Cairo as
the Guerillas who infested the river banks rendered it unsafe for boats
that did not oarry an armed guard, The Army distributed at important points
as far down as Helena required food and forage which had to be supplied by
boats in the employ of the Govermment, (ns of these, returning tm.ﬁclm,
I looked for in wain.

1862-Tednesday ~Dotober 1st.I was ndvised this morning to report to Majl
Raymond commanding & detachment of Regulars stationed at Fort Halleok on the
highest point of the bluff overlooking the town end river, 8Soaling the heights
I found the Oarrison well protected by hesvy fertifiestions that had beea
eonstructed by the Confederates to prevent our gunboats from pessing down
the Missisaippie Tho fall of Fort Donelson on the Tennessce snd the Cou= :
sequent free progress of our fleet on this river as far as the depth of wmter \
would permit its navigaticn, made the strongholds of Columbus and Island No. °
10 \ntenable and scmpelled Gens A. B. Johnshone $o withdraw all his foress -
¢o Corinth Wiss, Tho defenses of Fort Nalleok were ccaplete. EHeavy eannen
with muzsles direoted tomnrds the river below threaryened destruotion be
hostile water eraft. ¥While standing there 1 saw an Lllustration of their
oapacity $¢ cormend the mavigation of the river, Orders were in force that
no eraft should pass Columbus without landing to report their businees snd
She gunners at Port Halleck had orders to enforoce this regulation. I watohed
& steambest ooming down the middle of the river at full speed. Opposite the
Port lh} gxve no indication by whistle or by stepping her engines that ahe



intended to land. I stw the gunners preparsd $o de their dubty. 4 blank
ocartridge ms fired %o which the boat paid no attaxtien, Now it loocked
serious- A s0lid shot wms Quieckly rammed into the gun and & moment later I
ocould see & cloud of spray where it struck the water just in froant of the
boat, This admonition was sufficient. If the Pulls of Megars had been

40 feet ahead the pilot eculd not have “tramped™ his wheel to the Larboard
with more desperation than he 4id to turn sowards shors « I reportsd %o

¥ jor ‘Baymond, the Commandant; who treated ms very kindly and after eme
quiring all about my military experiencse he sent liis Orderly to show me the
quarters of the Convalescent Battallion where I found & number of resrults
and returning scldiers like myself swaiting trensportation %o §uels Army.
They were provided with tents and rations so I joined one of the messes and
didl my share of the sookinge Our tent like the others furnished shelter for
Bix which number aisc somposed our mess,

Thursday - 2= The BEteamer City of Alton came %o the handing this after-
nocn and ocur hopoe of securing passsge were realized, Major Raymond eame
% inform us ef the fuct and at 3 p. m, our little Battalion marohed dowmn
the steep roaémy to the river whers we boarded the steamer and at dusk
we bade goodbyve to the frowning bluffs of Columbus and proceedsd on our
way to Cairo where we arrived three hours later and disembarked to wait for
the train. The ootton beles on the levee werc to be our beds sc we sat
there until sleep overcare us watohing the -11:;127 beams of brilleint moone
light sparkling upon the water which was darkensd here and there by the black
kulks of a fleet of Ounboats anchored in the stresm, grim and silent, except
when their bells tapped the hours.

Friday = § = Of ocourse we had %o rise with the sun €0 sxoape the glars
of his beams, About the same time & Levee Clerk with traces of a nights
dissppation and the smell of bad whislkey, made his appsarazce and talked
bimself inte & fury bectuse we had $ilted over soms of ths dales on their

side %o snswer for our beds, 8ome of our party wanted %o "put & head on



him" But we bottled our sentiment from fear of Cairo jails and offieiais
renowned for dirt, depravity and d&isloyaléy.

Friday - 5= We remained on the levee wmiting for She sars wntil 10 a, m.
when we boarded a train on the Illinois Central enroute to Loulsville via
Sandoval the river being too low for Stecmboats. Reaching Bandowal at 7 p.m.

we loft the oars and waited two hours for the train from 8t. Louis when we
proceeded towmrds Louisville the rain fulling heavily. It was sheering to

us %o motice the interest of the piepple along the route in our little batte
alion bound as they knew for the seat of war near Lu&zvlno where Bragge
Army threatened to eross the Ohic river and pjay havoo on Northern soil in
retalliation for the ruin inflicted by cur Army of Southern soil. During
our trip on the cars when we ren 120 miles from Caliro diredtly tcnlf(_is ny
home, ]I was tempted %o continue a hundred miles further in the same direc-
tion whioch would have taken me home, B8sveral of our party yielded to the
temptation to go home and we missed them when we left Ssndovel in d direoe
tion awmay from home and towards the post of danger,

8aturday = 4~ Ehortly after daylight our train erossed the Wabash river
and stopped at Vincennes. The river here divides Illinois from Indians and
Vinoennes on the sagt bank appeared to me the most beautiful town I had ever
seen, We stopped two hours then proceeded ¢o Mitchell where we changed ears
&t noon, then to New Albany where we srrived at 8 p. m. and found quarters
for the night by spreading our blankets on the Depot floore

Sunday = B« We spent the most of the day at the Depot, the stores deing
elosed and buziness suspended there wys little indusemsnt for us %o stroll
@round, A4k Engineer kindly supplied three of us with a basket of provisions.
4t 2 p, m, erossed the river to Portland where quarters were provided for us
in a Couvalesent Camp where other soldiers were amiting transportetion teo
their Regiments,

Monday - October 6= At 10 ocloock this morning ell those belonging te

Buels Army were mustered toge‘her and started for Louisville uader charge of



s Sergeant, A march of 3 miles bdrought us o Beadquarters where our squad

was increased in numbers $o & Battalion of 120 men and put under sharge of
two Lieutenants, Batioas of fresh beef and bread were issued to us and we

marched out cim the Bardstown Pike in pursuit of our Army which was also in

pursuit of tre Confederats Afxy. Wien we reached the outskirts of the oity

we met smll squads of parcled Confederates hurrying into town many of them
ne doubt anxious to meet friends and relatives, We halted € miles from the

8ity for the night,
Tuesday - 7= GBtarted again at Sunrise and after travelling through the

heat and dust until moon when we were brought to a halt by an Officer from
Bardstown who ¢0l1d us there was no need of our going further as there were

o provisions to be had on the way and nothing at Bardstown which was B0
miles distant, Ouwr rations were about sxhausted so we hald & Council to
dotermine whether to proceed, ¥We decided to continue snd merohed ¢ miles
to BaltCreek and there encamped, Our maroh for the day was 18 miles.

Wednesday = B= ¥We started sarly and hurried on towards Bardstown as
fast as soant rations and lack of drinking water would permit as two great
Arcies just ahead of us had drained all the wells. The heat and dust were
elso oppressive. We reached Bardstown at 4 p. m. after an exhausting maroh
of 16 miles and found the town almost deserted as both armies had swept
through it within a wesk, With great ditﬁnu‘l.iw.u secured a few oruckers
but not enough to satisfy our hunger. We passed through and halted at the
river,

Wednewday =Ooctober 8- All afterncon as w toiled through heat and dust
towards Bardstown we had hwend the dull echo of eannon in the distance. 4As
we progressed the reports becams more frequent and diztinst until at last
we izmagined we oould hear the rattling of musketry, When we reached the

river beycnd Bardstown ar nightfull the firing ceased but we felt sure that

& battle had been fought. We were too tired and hungry to discuss the pro-
bable results of the battle after we found a suitable place to encemp on the

river bank and soon dropped %o slesp snugly relled in our blankets and our



last thoughts being the hope and prayer that victory was on our sice.
Dur conjecture proved true, & battle had been fought. The two armies
after mnouvering &nd marching a thousand miles and threatening esch other

for thres mornths had at laet met in econfliot and the result was ths Battle

of Perryville., It was not premeditated by Busll or Bragr. The latter was
$rying to get away from Buell into Bast Tennessee where the sountry would

afford & bettsr defense and where Buell would have a long “orsoker line"
%o provide for., But Busll crowled so oclose upon Braggs heels that the
latier deemed it necessary to fall upon Buels adwvanced troops and eheck

or drive them back, Bragg accordingly messed a heavy force in front of
HcCooks Corps to which my Regiment belonged, My Regiment however was absent
from the Corps Sogether with our whole Division, Gen. 8ills, which had been
detached at Louisville to intercept the Confederste Gen. Kirby Smiths mmrch
wpon Cincinnetl, Our Division had been ordersd to rejoin its Corps when
Kirby Bmith had retired, snd was now near at hand, Buel was waiting for our
Division in order o make a goneral attack upon Bragg who appeared to waiting
the attack, Bragg did not know dhat he was hexmed in so olosely by Busls
main Army or he would not have risked an engagemsnt, Buel did not think that
Bragg would have the temerity to attack and in fact neither Commander ordered
an attack, It wes brought about unwittingly by Gem. MoCook, our Corps Come
mander who finding one of his Brigades suffering for water ordered an advance
to a muall stresm only & short distence in front of his line, This movement
brought the Brigade in oontact with & strong force of Confederutes snd pree
sebtly both sides becams furiously engaged. PRragg hurried reinforcements to
this point thinking that he could everpowsr what he believed to be ounly ome
if Buels sdvance Divisions, MoCooks two Divisions were moon drawn into the
fight end pext Phil Rheridans Division of Gilberts Corps which joined MoCooks
Right, These three Divisions fought desperately all afternoon while five other
Divisions of our Army stook idly in line milmost within gun shot listening to
the roer of artillery and the ersckling ef musketry waiting waiting for orders



that never came to help their comredes in distress. @ilberta Corps of three

Divisions, exoept Sheridans, in the Center and Orittenddns Corps of three
Divisions on ¢'e Right tock me part in the battle which wee fought by MoCook
snd Sheridar with three Divisions whose loszs amounted to 1000 killed and
3000 wounded, It is almost ineoredidle, yet neverless true, that Buel did
Inct know that & dattle was in progress on the Left of his line until late

in the evening, slthough his Headquarters were only 5 miles in rear of
Gilberts Corps in the Center,

Wednesday =Ostober 8= Oyr little detachmant, & days march from the sosne,
hed a olearer appreciation of this faet than Busl who insisted that the firing
enly pripeeded from a skirmish and therefore allowed MoCook and Sheridan ¢o
struggle wnsupported through ome of the grest battles of the war, When Busl
at last came to know the true state of affairs he arrcused himself with his
©ld time energy und ordered an immediste and genernl advance of higmhole
line but nightfall ended the contest bsfore his movement could produce any
result. The Coafederates wars glad to withdraw under the friendly shades of
darkness for their loss was very heavy and Bragg did mot dare tc risk snother
engz goment.e

Buel d4id not lose the battleshe held the field and the enemy's desd at
its olese=but he lost in addition to 4000 of his bravest men~the confidence of
his Army. He was jJustly held respensible by his scldiers for the failure o
support the fragment of his Army that did all the fighting. Nothing weakens
the soldéer in bettle mors then the suspicion that hic Commander is negleo=
ting hime The feeling of distrust resulting from Buels meglect in thie ease
was not sonfined to the men pho fought to held their line all through this
bloody efternoon mor ¢o those who suffered from mortal or painful wounds but

it was ¢hared egually by the rank and file of the five Divisions who stoolt
cbiediently in line anxious and able %o decids the day but witing for the

orders that cams only when the shedes of night had stopped ths cErnage,.

But &t last arroused to sotion spent the night in preparetions for a



sombined attaok on the morrow but while he was thus preparing to fight, Bregg

with his exhausted Army was preparing ¢o fly,
Thursday - October 8= 7The morning light disclosed the Confederate columms

marching rapidly away from the soene leaving their deed unburied on the field
and their wounded erowding the houses of Perryville. NoOthing decisive resulted
from thiz mutuzl slaughter of thousands of brave men and both claimed the
victory. Busl because he held the field, Bragg bedause he ekecked his pursusrs

who greatly outnumbered him and thereby gained time for a safe retreat,
Ouk little detachment, encmmped as we were for the night near Bardstowm

30 miles from the battle field, knew nothing of the detalls of the battle when
we¢ awoke this morning with & long march before us and mothing in sight for
broakfast, ﬁsauktwmh&hmmtwmpuclmwm
with a few crsckers in time for dinner. We let breakfast go by default. We
resumed our march at nocn and presently met two country wagons going to mill
“Prarie Schooners”™ we oalled them each drewn by four mules in charge of a
white mae and & negro., We pressed them into our Berviocs without much pere
suasion, loaded the wagons with knapsacks and thoss of our comrades least

able %0 walk, and bade the drivers surn the mules towards Perryville, We now
moved along at & chesrful rate. Our white teamster sppeared tc enjoy the trip
and lsughed %0 think how his folks at home would be surprised to lsarn that
he had started €0 mill and had gone truvelling with the Army. The megro was
in a Jolly humor, This was a pienic. In all his life as & Blave nothing so
¢ xolting head ever happsned. No one had ever presuned to give him any orders
sontrary to thostof his mester. Eere he was with a lot of strange mew
masters ﬁré'ml far ocountry who gould order his old master mwﬂ.

Thursday- October 9- We mmés good %ime with cur bemms and stopped for the
aight near the little village of Frederioktown where s small stream supplied
us with water whioh wes cbout all we had as rations wers exlausted . We _
managed however to get emough from the citizens to keep from sbarving, While
mnapodsmundourhruhuybmingﬂncnunww-mmimmoph



that their Secession neighbors were talking about & purty of Guerrillss whe
kad arrangesd to pounce upen our camp after wo had gone to sleep., As our
detactment had only six guns we felt rather helpless so we held a Counsil of
War and deoided to ambush those who would embush us. Accordingly we left
our fires burning and oconcealed ourselves in the bushes nsar by hoping tha¢
ourenemies if 'thay ceme might stumble unexpectedly upon us in the darkness
and be put to flight. We kept six guns on Picket duty ell night but we were

sot disturbed.
Friday - 10= We started at sunrise with our teams, anxious to ges under

the protecting wing of the main Army, as we did not know what moment we might
snocounter Guer illes or the enemy's Cavalry. Five miles from camp we were
overtaican by the owner of the negro, accompenied by the Sheriff, to make
legal demand for possession of his property which sncluded the negro as

well as the tesm, Ve did not at first couply for although he had the Bheriff
on his side we had six guns on our side and besides we felt entirely Lirres~

ponsible for we inew that our detachment would lost its organisation as soon
as we should ovartake the Army, and eash each individusl would seek his omn

Company snd Regiment., We did net stop t0 argus with ths mester and Sheriff
but continued en our way while the two rode their horses close after the
sovered wagon snd pegzed more earnestly as we progressed. At last we
yielded to persuasion as the owner slsimed to be & good Union man, and afber
taking out our baggage we bade the negro twrn hiz team towards home, whieh
n fact he was glad to do as out talk of Querillas had thoroughly demorulized
hix and thagr his master, he hed ¢old us, almys treated him well, Our white
ériver econtinued on with his team thebalamce of the day but he grew very tired
of bhis job, when rsin began ¢to fall st noom snd continued all afterncom-

Ve extended our march wntil dark &an order to resach the little village of
Pottsville for shelter. We there dismissed our teamster with his team eand
heard no more about him., We quartered ourselves in vacant bukldings wharever

we found them. Several of us found refuge in & kitchen where we disputed



possession in the darkness with a stove and other kitohea furnityre. 1
found room under the table to roll myself in my blanket and only remained
ewake long enough to thank Hesven for the dry floor and & tight roof that

protected me from rain and mud outside.

Seturday ~lle ¥Was zwmakened this morning by the rettling of the kitchen
stove
es the Calored Servent began to prepzre breakfast for her maters

family. Z%he presence of uninvited lodgers and the possibility of uninvited

guests for breakfsst did not seem to ooncern her as she stapped over the
prostrate forms that bloeked her way at every turn, We éid mot stay fer

breakfaet well kmowing that the seanty supplies left for families by the
two armies.
Saturday-Ootober ll- shead of us would not permit of hospitality, TWe

2180 learned that our army was only sight miles distant, and fearing it might
move on and give us ancther long ohese we hurried off without omremony.

We did not even give our howé & vote of thanks for our lodging, We made quisk
time to Perryville and roported to Gen. Buel whom we saw paching beok and
forth before his Headquarters tent. Our detaclment helted at & respectful
distancs while the Lieutemant, who wes supposed to corvmnd us, rode up to the
Generel and saluted., Buel continuved his walk and the lLisutenant addresged
him but stil) withou! eliciting any sign of recognition. After several futile
attexpts to eattraoct the notice of his superior, our Lisutenant appeared to
resign Limself to the embaraasment of the situstion and 8at on his horae
spoechless watohing the Genersl passing and repassing directly in front of
him apparently obliviows ¢o his presnce. The Lisutenant turned his faoce
towqgrd us with a mute appeal for help or suggestion resither af whish we eculd
furnish as we were equally mystified. At last Cen. Buel stopped abruptly.

"Young man” said he you might as well lesrn military etiquetts now as later.
Gt down from your horsw: sir, when you address & superior offieer.” a guiet

"suicksr® ran through our ranks when we saw our Limutenant fairly tumdle from

his horse in his haste to get down to his proper footing. Upen receiving



our report Gen. Buell directed us to our severil corwsnds which we proceedsd
80 do without further cerémony, each one in several of hir own Regiment.
My course led me over the battle field of Wednesday whers broken fences,

trampled fields, shattered trees and the wnburied Confederste dead portrayed
the dloody horrors of l‘;r. A stons fenoce murked the loocality of the hardest
strugzle, It ntldifapdod by our troops and repeatedly charged by the Con-
federates _ﬂiq"lart.the;ﬂr'told strewn with their dead. As Y walked mmong the
bodies Y p&um__"'lieo juit ;TO" they met their death. Eome with faces set towards
the desdly stons. Sunie sk Sy Mieman, Shain with tavk 5 the ow ke Ny
retreated rrm the unauo;'cusrnl charge. Yany a brave fellow had rushed alose
uough'_#.o 'f'.hs'l_ji‘anco to fmk into the muszles of tce guns levelled on its tep
and Wm h_..!it'_ ﬁin body igu the silent witmess of his gellantry, What poor
rmrd for luro.au. Abo.;denod by comrades, negleated by foes, their mmmwadas
}aai.. exposed for days 50 pitiless raine, at last to be dragged liks onrcasses
of beasts into Aang trenches ¢ at would be mookery to eall graves, thers to
mu&l-r into dust unraéo;;nisod #nd unknown., Sick at heart with such seenes,
I sontinued the ecarch for my Regiment through the eamps where Buels irmy

was bivouaced and preparing for march. The organization of Brigades and
Pivisions had been c}m,ngrod during my absence so that my inguiries were reste
ricted to the rhgrsa.bouts of my partioular Regiment., I 4id not know that it
had been acaigned §o Gen. S1lls Division and despatohsd from Louisville bo
Prankfort to mﬁ;roopt Kirby Smithe edvance towerd Cinoimmati, snd that the
Pivieion 'wd not yet rejoined the main Army but was within s few hours march
and Buel only sweiting its arrival %o continue the pursuls of Bragge When
$he troops began to move 1 stationed myself on the Denville Pike three miles
from Perryville and watched the steady stream of Regiments Brigades and
Divisicns marching by until night hid them from ry view but still I oculd
hear the tremping of feet snd the gungling of eoffee pots, tin ocups &nd

skillets carried by tha soldiers.

Sunday-Qotober 12, Worn out with fruitless watoling and inguiry for my



Regiment I was glad to £ind a siraw shed a short distence from the pike where
I sould roll myself in my blanket for forty winks of sleen.” without danger of
being trampled over by the pesaing troops.

At the break of day I was up and continued my inquiry Reginment after
Begiment passed but not one that I was familisy with, At last T recognired
one familiar face fhat of Gen. Phi.l Eheridan riding with his %taff et the

head of hiz Division. I kmew that he could tell me where ot find my Regiment
80 Ilrl;luta_dmd said " Generel can you $sll me where to @ind the 34th
I1linois? : Yes, my boy he replied stay where you sre your Regiment will pess
in & 1ittle while," I d14 not wait long unti) the 34th oaze in sight when

I placed myself under its protecting wings with all the eagerness of a bslp-
less ohicken that has long been separsted from its mother hen, Three weeks
-of prawioul subsistence made the ranks of the Regiment appear to me a
voritable home. Trud oomrades 4id not have a roof or a bed to offer me bdut
t};iygnvomupartotﬂmrmdtonlkm, e place at the camp fire my sharse
of rations, the privilege of eooking them and a :lpot of ground to skaep on.
At I marched ir the ranks with & light step, and a light haverssck, chatting
with my eld wessmates who had interesting sxperiences to relste, I had to
laugh at their rediculous appearance, with frying pens ocoffes pots and tin
oups strapped ~n thelir backs or gangling at thelr sides and jingling with
every step like so many tin peddlars. The baggage wmgons of the Regimeut
had been captured and destroied - All we possessed wus now carried on our
bavwks. Officers as well as Privates were ornamented with kitschen-were and
the kirillet disputed honore with the sword, A4ll were bronzed with five weeks
sxposure to the cpen elements smoked with oamp fires, greased snd blacked s
with handling zkillets and pots, stained with dngicd ecolors of dust and mmd
red, white, yellow and blaok pioked up in mountains and swamps, highways and
byweys of six hundred miles travel, But all were in good hoalth and spirits
enxious to evertake Bragg who during all this time was rlwaye just a little
way ahead, ¥We encamped for the night eight miles out from Ferryville,



¥onday 1%« Marched about 11 miles and encemped neer a tanyard vhere
ths wvats furnished an ehundance of olear eocld wmter , ¥hen we gat down te
drink our coffee soms of our boys ware mean snough to tell us that they had
disooversd green hides in the bottom of the wats. We could rot afford to
be festidious although ws eculd imegine thers was a flsvor of green hides
in our coffee.

Tusaday=l4= Marched about ten miles through Darmville which we feund te
be & fown of some importance apparently a place conse of considerable buainess
bot now like hundreds of other townsin the Bouth deserted and desolate, The
advance guard of our Army econtinues to skirmigh with the rear-guzrd of RBragg's
Army which necessarily mekes our progress slower tlan it would be if we hed

o clear road before us,

Wodussday =16= Reached Grab Orohard at dark and marched S miles beyond
%o a amall strean wiere we enoamped for the night, The reports we heard
tlong the road today led us to believe thet we should find the enemy st Crsd
Orchard by Bragg appears ¢o have gotten out of our reash and is now supposed
%c be making for Cumberland Jap to escape fron the Btate and to avoid e
battle with Buel where the adventage would all be on our side decause we
have superior aumbers end inspigited by pursuit, while Braggs troops are
disocureged by retreat,

Thursday-l6=Contrary to our expectations we did not move today, Evidently
Gen. Busl has stopped to consider what next to do. We are quite sure that
if we sould not overtake Bragg by marching coutinuocusly every day we ocert-
alily oannot do so now afier auother dely on our part, much as we need rest,
our mne are anxious to oontinue the pursuit and eompel Bragg to fight or
surrender defore he reaches the mountains of Bust Temessee where we may be

campelled at last 0 seek him perhaps when the advantage of numbers and position

will be on his gide,

Thesday~17-
been abondoned,

Another idbe day convinces us that the pursuit of Bragg has

and our msn are bitterly eomplaining of Buele failure., We



hatfe no further sonfidence in our sommander and expest to wceomplish nothing
under his leadership except perhaps our own defeat in the future through his
stupidity. Our present situatiorn is not saloulated to improve our temper

a8 the nights are frosty we have no tsnts and but one thin blanket to each
man, Wood is very scarce and we have no axes. The result is that we pass
the night in chenging from ame miserable position to another. We huddle
around a few amoking embers -Iﬂlﬁl %00 sleepy to sit up any longer, theu lie
down ¢n the 00ld ground away from the fire for there is no room mear it,

An hour of troubled slesp iz all ws ean endure ih this position. Thoroughly
ohilled we rush to the fire to got thawed out bdut genernlly get smoked out.
We soon go back to our blankst for another wink of sleep until fimally the
night wears awey, 1 trisd joining dlankets with & comrade so a8 to heve two
thicknesses to spread over us but we found them short at both ends. Yhey
failed to cover us doth by six inches which left & cold streak whisch sach

of us tried to transfer ¢to the other. We agreed to divide the shortage det-
ween us but my sompenion managed to got the dlankeots over to hia side and
soon fell into m esomfortable slesp. I then quietl? pulled them to my side
and dropped to asleep leaving the cold streak for my ccmrade who presently
awoke and transferred it baek toc me. In thir way we managed to pass a nmiser-
adle night. We had plenty of ocompeny in our miseyy. GEpsotres wrapped in
Blankste flitted to snd fro all night growling st everything oonnestod with
the Army and especially with Gen. Buel who if he oould have heard half that
was said adout him would have rested no better in his comfortable §ig and
warn dlanksts than we did in the frosty eir,

Saturday=-18- Our wagon train sterted this morning for Lebanon. We also
received orders to be ready to move at short notice. ¥We now know that Bragg
is beyond ocur reegh and that our next move will bv to retrace oursteps inte
niddle Teunetsee where there are railroads to furnish us with supplies for
ancther advancs into the Confederscy, Ve feel that the results of the sumuer

campeign have all been lost and that we will again find Braggs Army reenforoed
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and refreshed, in a ohosen position ebstruotiing our progress. The troops
having been paid recently greenbacks are pleantiful but there is nothing

to buy. I sanaged however to spend soms monsy today for a mixture ef eorm-
meal and water baked in & skillet and having the sppearance of cornbreak
but minus salt and every other kind of sessoning, unless water is such o
oase might be oalled seasoning. The poor woman who beked it wes not to
dlame, she used mll the materials 8She had and worked heroieally te supply
the demands of a orowd of soldiers who could soaroely be made to wait for
the baking procoss. " I don't know how cany dellars she made from her barrel
of meal: she evidently needed &ll she reosived.

' Sunday-October 19-Tie changed owr loSation thie morning into & clover
field and not imowing how long we should remein we began building sheds made
of poles and drush as a protection in some measure from the cold wind, but
which would prove & sorry dependsnoce in onse of rein.

Monday-20= The order to march cemes on short notice but did not find use
unprepared. It wos a small matter o twist a blanket over the shoulder,
hang frying pan or coffes pot to cartridge belt pick up musket and sey
®ready.” We had no tents to strike or knapsacks ¢o pack snd whersver our
bodies ware there were all our worldly goods also. At 7 s, m. we marched
towards Danville passing through Cradb Orchard end Stanfordensamping for the
mnight five miles from the latter phoe. Ve marcied 16 miles. I felt very
unwell and hed e hard tinme to keep my plece,

Tursdey-20- Started at 7 a, m.-paseed through Danville and on to Perry-
ville where we sncamped - & warch of 15 miles, The section of country we
Sraversed fror Crab Orchard ¢o Perryville displayed the tarrible ravages
of war, Our arzy had followed Bragg over it ,nd now we had passed baok
again and what Bragg spared or what we epared in our edvance we demolished

on our return, Pences gone orchards ocut down, fields obliterated and the
very sod trampled into dust, Deserted éwellings in the midet of this dese

olets rolling plain marked the pluces where three weeks sinse productive



farms supplied peaceful homes with a plentiful subsistence, Nexr Perryvillie
whers the battle was fought the seene was tenfold moere deplorable. She
field was not strewn with human bodiez such a3 I saw ten days before but
leng lines of freshly turned clay merked <the trenches where Confedsrate
dead had been heaped one upon ancther and so scantily covered thet a hknd
or & foot night be swen protruding. EHow pitiful that nen should die in
éefonse-us these bedavred of their pative soil end then be denied emough
of it to cover their mutflated todies. Cur own deed had been buried in
ssparaste graves snd marked by comradese The deceying cardasses of faith-
ful horses still offended pight and smell and torm fregments of blue and
gray, uniforms end eguipments still suggosted ths mortal sombet of the
brave men who fall in the front ranks of both armies,

Wednssday-22« We marched awmy from this soene just sa the sun's early
Fays began to shed a pesceful light upon the resting plsce of friend and
foeo o.li..h. We bore off in a southwesterly direction %o the Rolling Pork
whioh we found to be extremely low and more like a spring branch than a
river. We ramembsred howsver its reging floods of last epring when it
earried awmy our bridges and seriocusly delayed owr formeyd movemsnt, We
followed itz sourse a fow miles and then encamped-s marsh of 10U miles.

Thureday-25- We contirued our merch 12 .ﬂin along the bauk of the
stream and encamped in o large open field.. On our route we passed a smmll
¥illage, ¥owmarket, end also the ruins of another village that had been
partially burned by the Guerilla Chieften, John Norgan. Our march was &
pleasant ons, féllowing the tortons sonmmse of thi# beautiful stream through
e wild apd romantic cowntry and then its sparkling waters supplied sush an
agreeable, substitute for the surface ponds whish furnished ouwr only supply
of drinking water for many days past.

Priday=24«~ At a late hour of the morning we turned ocur backs to the
river and marched 16 miles to Saloma & lonesone looking village of 40 houses
and a tanyard. Ome of its eitizens howsver tried to iumpress us with the



towz in which he had bson bern and raised., He imagined New York gould aot
be muck of & place-ii was sc far swmy from Salomm.

Saturday-October 26-Information 4s given that we will remain several
days « 4 very cold rain began to fall during the day and shanged before
night to mnow, Our Eegiment was bivoueeced in an opez field without any
protection from the weather tut the rain socon drove the man without 03‘.4.!'.
to the adjoining tisber where ssoh sought such shelter as was afforded by
the tl;ﬁil- I was detalled during the day and at night for guard duty at
General Sille Headquarters and far.od much better than ay ecmrades as owr

detail of guards had & barm for cur guarters which we ccoupied four hours

out of six whon not standing at our poet., Gen, 8ill our Division Comander

ocoupied the farmhouse adjoining. The snow sontinued falling at night.
Sunday-26~Fe fomd four inches of snow this morning and wheun I was
relieved from guard duty and returned to my Regiment I found my comrades
in very bad humer on acoount of our unscomfortable situation but owr camp
was soon in a state of rejoiocing when the baggage wagone drove in with
tente, knspanocks and othsr samp equipkge which had heen following the
Regiment sinoe August 20th but never within reach during this period of
rapid marching. It did not take us long to pitch owr tents snd when 1 sat
dewn with ny mesometes in our own tent with a bleszing fire in the center
we forgot peet hardships in the enjoyment of present comfort.
Nonday-27-Yoxewhat unexpeeted to us we wers ordered to march at sun-
rise. We struck tents, pecied baggage and started st the propsr houwr. The
ground was frosen solid and the air sharp and eutting with frost but the
sky wae e¢lear and the bright rays of the sum gave pronmise of more genial

wezther, ¥We orossed Green River 20 miles adove Munfordsville and encamped

¢ maroh of 18 miles.

Tuesday-28~Cold weather and scarcity of wood gave an excuss tc some of
vabdals

of our Brigade %o attaok an orchard near eerp lzst night and eut domn

A
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e mumber of fine apple trses, We had no orders %o marsh this morning and
report said we would remain a day or two. Several of us, more fastidious
perhaps than our comrudes, resclved to take advantage of the river, se
elose st hand, to wash our elothing, In the midsy of our meritorius labors
to attain that ocondition which 43 sald to be next to Godliness the bugles
sounded the march and our Begiment started off leading the Brigade, with
more than its usual prompiness, leaving us with our wet slothing. If, &
moment befors we had almost reached Godliness we i-msdiately fell o its
opposite extreme "Cussedness™. My companions remembared those fitting
sxpressions which we had all heard our teamsters address to the mules when
roads were bad and they now applied them to all military officials from
the fifth Corporal of Coe. K ¢o the Commander in Chief, A4t the same time
we 414 some desperste wringing, which was more to the purpose, and with
over wsighted knapsacks we plodded after the Regiment which we overtopk at
noon while it was halted for dinner, just in time ¢o eontinue the mereh
without our dinner. We marched &2 Rilesxduring the day orossing the Little
Barrez River and encamping nesr & fine sprirg.

Wednesday=-20-e marched at § a.m, and at noon reached the Louisville &
Bashville Twnpikbs which we followed the Bells Tavern on the Louisville &
Bshville Railroad whers we ensamped for the night a distance of 1Y miles.
Our surroundings were familiar, we had travelled over the sames turnpike
and camped at the sams town last spring on our way to Pittsburg landing,
We were delighted ¢to see the Railroad agein and in running order for eur
yations had been diminshed daily until we were very lumgry- We had %o

put wp with a light swpper but we had the cheering promise of a full swpply
on the merrow,

Thursday-October 30= This morning wes devoted to drawing rations, We
had ample time %o 9.t curselves to & bountiful breakfast the first full
®msal in many days. Our line of march in Eastern Kenbucky hed taken us se
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far from cuwr reilroad supoly that shord rations becams & necessity, We
broke oamp at 10 ¢, m. but only marched 7 miles %o Dripping Epring where

we halted for the night on a very high ridge %o the Mt of the Pike, w
found s straggling village with & neat shureh but we did not find the spring
from which it derives 1te name 5o wo made ouwr soffee from the surfuce ponds
as ws have deen forced to do through Kentuoky where Caves and subtesraneous
rivers abound and springs and wells umknown.

Friday-51-1862-Te marched at sunriss and erossed the Big Barren River
on a ponthon bridge to Bowling Orean where we found that greet impoove-
ments had been made since we passed through last spring immediately after
Bragg had evacuated. The railroad bridge was then a mess of dlaokened
ruins, Now it was rebuilt and traing passed over it daily. We halted for
the night 5 miles beyond Bowling Gresn at Lost River a march of 18 miles.
Lost River is cne of the great curiosities of this subterranscus regiom.
We no soonsr found it than we lost it., Its source and outlet are wknown
%o the outer world, It allows you but a glimgme if £ts clear ecld, spark-
ling wmters asi 1t issues from cne 3ids of e deep depression of the land,
flows rapidly 360 feet to the other end and disappears with sa wnearthly
gurgle into wniknown ecaverns, ¥We gratefully emjoyed the luxury of this
plentiful sup-ly of pure water, Me and mules thronged i¢s banks and i¢
is seid that one of the animals lost his footing in the stream and ms
sarried in a momsnt into the awful vertex $o disappear suddenly and forever,
I was detailed on Pioket duty for the night.

Saturday-November 1= I was recalled from Picket duty $his morning %o
help make out the Pay Rolls in reediness for the Paymaster who is at hand
with greenbacks to settile Swo months pay.

Gen. Roseorans-W, 8, assumed ee=mmand of our irmy en Thursday relieving
General Buel, The cause of this change was Busls failure to continue the
pursult of Bragg into Bast ¥ nnesses, The Weshington suthorities desired



him to do 0 but he dealared the movement toc hazardous as it would de
necessary to edondon his line of supplies the railroad from Louisville e
Fashville, snd would exposs the lather ocity o the danger ef recapture

by the Qonfederates, President Linooln was exoeeding anxious to respond
to the appeal of the Union peopls of Bast Tennessee who were largely in
the ma jority but surrounded ox all sides and kbept in subjestion by Con-
federste soddiers., Ee enquired of Buel; "If the enemy oan march repidly
and gather his supplies from the country why ecannot you do the same®. JNot
recelving a satiasfactory reply the President issued his Order of Ost. R24th
relieving 9eneral Busl and on the S0th Gen. Bossorans assumed command of
our Army of the Oumberland, We now swait the dsvelopmemt of his poliey.
As for Bragg he has concealed his purposes since he w..?lavow»uh-&
Crab Orchard,

Sunday=-Nov.B~ As usual this has been ths busiest 'u. of the week.
Rusty guns to be polished and ciled, leather Bﬁg. rubbed and eleaned,
brass plates and bucksls brightensd fof -ur._-vooﬂou.. which was held at ¢
Pe B, As yesterday was observad as e gsnersl wmsh day our appearance on
parede was greatly improved although we Ehu.,« have any white "biled® shirts
nor paper ecllars. Owr Chaplain as usual was absent, leaving us o sur own
devices for observing the day. It is needless to memark that the Devil
remained on duty.

Nonday-Bov.5-The night wee olear and frosty and this morning the eold=

est of the seascn. It was hard for the Orderly Bergeant %o get us out from

our warm dlankets and he only sucoseded by the threat of reporting us fer
extra duty,

Tuesday=Roved-—Rossorans had but little time to decide % to whe _
the Presidents plan or Buels. Withina _to.w ef his appointment the gusstion

was settled by the sudden appearanse of Braggs Army et Murfreesboro 50 miles
south of Bashville, The relie)sf Mashivile which wes garrisonsd ¥y ouly twe
of our Divisdons was of immediate and peramount importance. No &ime was %o



be lost as we of the min Army wers more than 70 miles nerth of Bashville,
Our troops(Melooks) and Crittendsns were at ence set in motion towards the
point of danger, lohhm%ﬂs morning and Sook up our line
“of mareh on the Pranklin pike, whils Crittenden moved towards Gullatin,
We marched rapidly in spite of the dust and at 3 p. m. reached Pranklin
18 miles distant. We crossed the Harpeth River and sontinued 5 miles %o
a smell ereek whers we halted at & p. m, for tu‘wwmh fatigued
with pw:2l miles maroh,

Wednesday-Novy5e At sunrise we were again under way-the dust more
stifling than ever, A merch of 4 miles brought us to the State 1line of
Kesntuoky and !:m:usu marked by & out stone pillar where a rcad orossed
the Pike. Another notable object at this point was a Jarge Onk where
Gen. Jaskson snos fought a duel and killed his adversary a bhalf mile further
we passed through Mitehelville a village of 20 small houses and a large grist
mill. W marched 20 xiles altchether and smoamped at § p. M. mear & large
freme Tavemn, EBoon afier a heavy storm of wind rein and doc't___pn-u over us.

Thursday-Nov.6= Our place in the column being mear the m ascording

%o our turn, we did not leave oamp wmtil 8 a, me !hcmminguldlmud
codd after the rain and we experisnced great relief for awhile m%__hct

but by noon 1t was nearly as bad as ever . We passed through Goodlyrilidv_

& dogen houses and = neat Hotel near the Tyree Bprings. '!hmniluqu&-,
we reached the Junction where twning te the right we proceedsd a mile and

sucamped a march for the day of 15 miles.

Priday-Nov.T=We started this mormning for Nashville § miles distant but
did mot gross tw Oumberland River, We halted in & beautiful grove near
Bdgefisld and prepered %o make murselves eomfortable in expeotation of o
fow days rest. hpihhdmunndnﬁmrorwmn;mﬁ
plscent state of mind, Bleep came unbidden afber our hurd marshes but our
rewt was of short durmtion. A% 10 eclook the ominous sound of the “Jeneral
Assembly” Yy the bugles of our Brigade suddenly swoke us to the duty ef



"Striking tents end forming in line with arms® ready for sudden
attask or defemse., Under the stimmlus of axpected danger ws executed the
order in & very short space of time. We soon d&iscovered however that
nothing serious was the meter. We simply had %o sross the river imto
Nashville where we were quartered in & large drick building and spread
our blankets on the floer %6 sstoh an hours slesp before the break of day,

Saturfay=-Nov8- As we had no duty we spent the rm in leoking
sbout the oity, At noon recrossed ths river ¢o Bdgefield and pitched
our tents again on the same grounds whence we had been so wnesremon=
iously bounsed,

Bunday-Nov.8-¥e were tired enmough to observe this a3 & day of rest
but we had to devote it te the purpose of getting $id of the dust and &irt
of ow long maroh, We had inspection of arms and equipments but mo Divine
Servies, as ocur Chaplain is mot able or willing to keep up with us.

¥onday-¥ov.10= Kow that we have time to sit down and rest our cemp is
wousually quieb. Nearly every man i absorbed in the task of writing te
hows folks or fitends, although we have no assurence thet owr letters will
have an early departure. Ko mail has been recsived or taken for s month,
We are hungry for news from home and anxious $o let our friends know where
W have been wandering and how we have fared. OWr transportation is taxed
%o the utmost to earry foods to the Arymy and no etbention is paid to mmil
bags. The reilroad is in runn;n; erder from Loulsville only te Mitchelville
whenoe all supplies are hauled by wagons. %YThe Cumberland River is too low
for Bteamboats and no supplies can therefors be brought by its route. The
Mof repairing the damage $o the railread inflicted by Bregg during kis
sorthward mareh, is being pushed day and night and will soon be completed,
When reilroad eommmnication with Louisville is restorsd we may expeot e big
batoh of deluyed letbers provided we are mot lawnched out into the wilder-
Boss againy before the first ¢rain arrives. We oean scarcely axpect to travel
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dispute our passege. Roseorans has sstadlished Head Quarters at Nashvills
and has reorganiszed the Army intoc Right Wing,Left Wing and Center under
@Generals NMoCook, Crititenden and Thomas. Our Regimemt, Brigade and Division
belongs €0 the Right Wing under Molook.

Tuesday=-Fov, llth=The ceremony of Guard Mcunting in our Brigade was
oonduoted with more than the ususl eolat at half past %wo this aftermoon.
I took part in 4% as one of the detail, Thers ware 130 men in line, A
ntﬂ; later the 6th Brigade was drawn uwp in lins near our guarters for
inspection by our new Commsnder Geners] Rosecraus, ¥Ee has bdeen engsged
in this duty seversl éays and will ecntinue until every portion of his Argy
has bean visited, Owr Regiment was resplendent se far ss new dress gosts
eould eover $he rents in pantaloons and shoss made by time and travel, maxy
are out at the knees and toes with fringe below and streemers above while
the best pantaloons in the Regiment are faded, greased, smoked and stained
with the mud and dust of forty Countries.

Wednesday-Eov, 12-Being en guard &uty during the might, the fact did
not esoape my notice that it rained since I had ¢ turn owt in it. The
rain continued during the day dut the sarth was parched and dry, so there
was 1o mud. At 4 p. m. was relisved from guard dwty and for the first time
in six months appeared on drezs parsde. Orders were givsn our Regiwent this
marning %0 prepare two fays eocoked rations in haversssks resdy for the mroh.

Thursday-Nov, 13= Compenies B, @, ¥ and K were ordersd out on Picket
dity at moon. We marched out 3/¢ of & gile when my company was divided inte
squads, $he first being posted on the river bank. My position with three
comrades was, in the midet of a large carnfield where we sould not see ten
proes in any direction. We were instructed %o be very watohful as the snsmy
was disposed %0 press too slosely to the Picket hine, and might taks us by
swprise. As for our squad we felt no uneasiness. YThe enemy oould never find
us, at least oould not steal upen ue wothout giving timely motise by the
nu;ungofthnom,. The sun found us , howsver, and shone most unscomfortabdbly



hot during the day, but at night the air geew uneonfortably shilly. PFires
were fordidden soc we had $0 shiver and dear i%. The snexy did net troudle us.

Priday-Fov.lé=- At noon the 32nd Indiama releived us frem Picket duty
and we returned to eamp. The news that Gen. MoClellan Ime been removed
from eosmand and wuocceeded by Gen. Buwrnside eauses wmiversal diseussion in
our ranks, At one time we were all ardent admirers of the "Young Napoleon"
but his lack of success in Virginia has shaken the confidence of many and
our verdiot now is that he is entirely too eautious ever to make a bobd
attack upon Rielmand,

Saturday-Nov.l0-Yhe Rk giment wes out this afternosa on Battalica drill
and later on dress parade with our new dress soats. We songrutulated our-
selves on our fine performance and appearance, It has been a long time since
we were called ca %o drill or for any of the fancy duties. We have had %00
many practical duties such as mmrching, pieketing and skirmishing, It has
been rout sbep, arms at will and eutting oross lots so long with us that we
surprised cursleves when we found we eould kesp step wheel in line, tum
4 square ocorner and earry arms sceording to the msnual.

Sunday-Nov. 16=0ur Brigade hurried out this morning at daylight, erossed
the river pareded through Nashville with 4drums beating and colors flying
marched out on the WMurfressboro Pike about six miles and halted near the
Lunatio Asylum. Soon after we heard several camon shots when our ll;.-;iunt
and the 26th Indiana were ordered forward on the double quick, We fully
expected to run right into a fight but were halted afder mmning a mile and
a8 there was no enexmy in sight we returned at owr leisure %o rejoin the
Srigade, We had no orders to encamp where we were sc ws spent the balance of
the day on momsntmry expectation of fhrther marohing orders. A mmart shower
of rain did not add ¢to our ecomfort, as we had no shelter,

Monday=Nov, 17= Ja moved to the left of the road and pitshed our tents
in a beautiful elover field., Wa needed the shelter of our tents as there

were frequent heaxvy showers of rein, It is reported that eight men of the



79tk Tllinois were saptured while straggling eutside the piaket lins. The
enswy improves every oprortunity to piek up stragglers, surprise or overe
power detached posts or forage truing or to harass our lins of ecommunieation
in the rear. Por this purpose his eevalry hovers ocdkose to ouwr front ands
flanks thus ecoampelling cur Piskets €0 be on wateh eontinumlly nser our
eamp is the Lunatic Asylum a splendid bduklding new eontaining 380 inmtss.
It is surrcunded by well eultivated grounds,

Tuesday-Fov, 18-t the break of day we were awakensd by the sowmd of
eancnading in the direction of our Plsket line, It appesred ec sloss that
we listened for e moment €0 heur the whizzing of solid shot ar the bursting
of shells, ¥We tumbled eut ¢f our texnts im short order with guns and carte
" ridge boxes expeoting the immediate order %o doubls quiek to the soems of

soction. Our services were not required, fthe ensmy had only repeatsd one

of the sustomary attempts to rurprise and ospturs “our Fiokets by dismoune
ting and sbealing upon them at the usual howr just before dawn, OQur Pickets
fell back in haste to the ressrve where Rigertons Battery was stationed and
three guns created the uproar that disturbed our slumbers, The ensxy's raiders
mewhmt larger game than lonesoms iickets so they in turn
retreated upon the first round of shot and shell, Rain fell steadily all day
keeping us within out tents sxoept during a short company drill in the after-
noon.

Wednesday=Yov, 19=At § o'cloock thie morning our Regiment wes quietly
arroused and turned out in & heavy rein with arms end smmunition to join the
Y7th Pennsylvanie in an expedition the object of which was to return the oom-
Pliment of yesterday by surprising the enemy's Cavalry. Two of Edgartons
guns sccompanied the expedition which moved in silense as directed, expeoting

momentarily $o encounter a short hostile ferce in the darkness, oOur forse
was divided & short distance from ths eamp, the T7¢h Pennaylvania and Right

Wing of our Regimsnt with two carnnon following the Pike a distance of 7 miles

withour interruption until early worning light disclosed & smll body of



UEVRLAry COOEregETec GDOUT &N 6ld houss., Our Swe guns opened with shell and
8000 dispersed them. As no surprise sould now be effested our ocolwm re=
$opyed to smmp at noen and at 4 p, m. our Regiment was ordered out and gtate
icned on Pioket duty. I was ditesind ns one of the Camp Cuards Quring the
sbsence of the Hegiment. o

Thursday-¥ov.20-The Regiment was relieved from Picket duty and returned
te sarp st ¢ p, m, Our men kept a vigilant watoh last night and especially
ut the bresk of day to see that no gray ecats mingled with the gray mor-
ning lights Ool. Kirk is very anxiocus for the Confederstes to try and sur-
prise our Regiment on the Picket line just to ses how w 8ll we would observe
his instrustions. They may drive us back by main foroe bdut we are sure they
will not surprise us, We notice that the same striot discipline in this res-
pect is mot enforeed in many other Regiments/ Our Division has besu reinferoed
in ite present position by the arrival ¢oday of Crittendens Division from Silver
Bpringe via Nashville. WP hold the sdvance of Rosecrans Army 24 miles from
¥urfreesboro whers Bragz has sollscted hie Army ®o op-ose our further marche.
Hosecrans is waiting to repait the railrond ¢o Louisville befors he will order
us forward. Bragg in the meantime keeps his Cavalrymen industriously employed
in elessly waiching our Picket line with the principal object of reporting
our forward movement as soon as it shall oceur, but insidently to haress eur
Pickets and prevent foraging on ouwr part. They have suceeded pretty well in
both respects. We do mot dare %o sleep on Picket duty nor go out foraging
without the Army to bask us,

Tussday=Nov.2l ~There was rejoloing in camp this evening when the Quarter~
master announced that ho had a supply of much needed articles for us and pro-
oeeded to issue pantaloons blankots, shoss and santesns to all who were in
need of them. The blankets are esmeially soceptable as smny of our men have
suffered for the want of sufficient sovering at miptit, Was detailed for
service in the Adjutants Office wotting up the records of the Regt, whiesh

wore destroyed by Morgaus reiders.




Saturday-lov. 22-0ur Regiment wms drawn up in line Seday for Inspestion
by the Brigade Inspector Lisut. Bdsall. Ee found that we needed a mumbes
of effective guns to replace those not imn good order and diredbed the
Colonel to make requisition for Springfield Rifles. Our memrsecemed deter-
stned $o get Biftee Suctecd 5f e RNt SetliRally BERaloiat we wil sany
bave already supplies themselves by exhhange and other means.

Sunday-November 23-My EOth birthday dawned clesar and beautiful. Dame
pature greeted me with her brightest smile and promiszed a perfect day. Our
carp too, was uﬁr at an early how, There was rubbing, brushing and pol-
ishing of Arms and asoccoutrements for the mppointed Review of the Brigads,

At 9 &, m. the Regiment formed in line and moved with drums beating and
eoclors flying %o join the Brigade where Genersl Kirk marched and countere
marched us by front, flank and rear, by the whedl, the obligue, in solid
eolusn, extended line or hollow square until we were oovered with the ghiry
of our performence and perspirmtion, Dismissed in time for dinner we assexn~
bled at £ p. m. for Divime Servioe by our Chaplain, who inspired by the
magnificent style with which we annihilated the imaginary enemy, on parade,

predictsd that the war would be ended br naxt Fourth eof July.
Monday-Nov,.24~ Our Brigadw performed sc well yesterday in the presence

of the anemy(who was absent) we flanked, charged, repulsed and surrounded
him(if he had been thers) so eompletsly that General Kirk evidently made
up his mind to try us in ectwml combat so he ordered us under arms at 7
o'elock this morning and led ths Rrigade out on a resonnoissance. A mareh
of five or six miles did not diszclose the required enemy so we sompleted this
brilliant movement by & countermarch that brought us back to camp at noon.
Our Regirent bad only time for dinner and a short rest when it was sent out
& € 3 P. M. to relieve the 30th Indiana on Picket duty.

Tuesday=-Nov.28«-0ur Reginent was relieved from “lsket duby at 3 p. m. by
the 77th Pennsylvania and returned to eamp, We notice the arriwal of troops

which show thet Rosecrans is econoentrating his Army here. BSeversl Divisions



have passed our oamp and cosupy positions in sdvame of ours. The raile
road has been completed to Nashville and heavily laden supply %rains are
bringing great quantities of stores. Rosearans is making energetic pre-
parstione for an early movemsnt on the enemy at Stome River. Gen. Kirk

rode through and inspscted the gquarters of our Regiment today and gave arders
for drains to be dug and the ground swept. YThis has been done and the
appearance of our ceamp is much improved.

Wednesday-Novenber 26= Sergt Henry Newoamer arrived from Illinois with
four new recruits for Co. H. He reports that he haz been one month on the

way and that recruiting is not so brisk as formerly. This business of War
has turned cut to be a serious affair.

Thursday-Nov. 27=At @ &. m. Gen, Kirk led our Brigade out of camp for a
reconnoisance. We marched out on ths Murfreesboro Pike in ocolumm with a small
detachment in advance to take observations and Edgertons Battery %o bring wp
the rear. We procesded at a rapid pace without adventure a distance of ¢ miles
from eamp when, &3 we approasched the village of La Vergne, our advance dis-
oovered a line of Confederatesz in position swaiting our approach, Gem Kirk
riding at the head of our eolumn was st once &t advised and immediately gnve
the order to deploy into line of battle. About the same ¢time & cannen ball
whizzed over our heads followsd by a second and third at a little lower rangse.
We vacated the turnpike a nd double quicked into line in she adjoining field in
shorter tims than we ever did Srdrill. Yhie gave our Battery a olear Road
to gallop up from the rear and wheel into position an the roadside, where in
& few moments it was belching flame and smoks in front of our feces and hure
ling shot and shell towards the hostile Confederate guns which did not return
many repliesa and one shot enly proved effective, The Dall eame bounding over
the field plowing the earth at intervals inbo the ranks of Company K of our
Regiment where it struck off the leg of one poor man who was immédiately piocked
up and cerried to the rear groaning and bleeding to be placed {n an Ambulance
under care of the Sumgecn. As our Bix guns soon silenoced the ensmys thres,

Gen. Kirk ordered out line to sdvance which we 41d with fixed bayonste but



the enemy retired without waiting to exchange musket shots evidently being
inferior in numbers. We entered LaVergne and destroyed some buildings that

had bean used by the Confederstes. The village was entirely deserted. ¥e
then retwrned to casp.

Fridsy-Fov.28-0ur Division is under orders %o be ready ¢to mmrch mt short
notice. Another Division passed our eamp and ocoupied a pozition still further
in advance. Changed my quarters tody from Co. H to the Adjutants tent whers
I turned in with him as & msemete. A 00ld northwester blowing all day kept
@1l the men in their tents where good fires, bad cards and tough yarns made
1life toleradble, even enjoyable. £

Baturday-Nove. 20-At P a.m. our Regiment broke camp and marched in s wes-
toerly direetion over one of ths roughest roads we ever snocountered, Fortuna=
tely wo had only three miles to go. Halting near a turmpikes rumning west we
procveded % lay out & camp in the midst of trees and brush, but 4i& not
acoomplish much before we were ordered out en Picket duty at S p. m.. Other
Regiments are being subject to shange of position, the object being to get
ezch located in its proper pla ce if Bripede, Division end Corps, soccording
o Rosecrans' plan of reorganigetion. our place is irx the Right Wing under
eommand of Qen, ¥oCook.

Sunday-Nov.$0,The Rogiment was relieved from P oket duty at & p.m. but
did not rewch camp until af'ter dark because the line had been further ade
vaneed and more muw I we engrzed all day with the Ade
Juteant preparing s History of o:u' hgmﬁt from its organization, to be filed
with the Btate records at Bpringfield for ruture refersnse, Governor Yates
hae made this request of &«ll Illinois Regiments,

Monday-Des. 1=Our osmp was visited last mnight by a wery heavy cold storm
of wind and rain, whieh drove the water intc many tents and drenched the in-
mates to their great disconfort and disgust particularly after & watohful night
on Ploket. The rain continued moderately all night., At an oarly hour this

Borning the unfortunates were out in the ehilling blasts hanging blankets and



never witnessed in our boyhood days. 4 ocontinual shower of snow balls flew
over the dividing line of our oamps. A stormigg party would cress the line
under & fusilade of balls, siese one or more priscners and drag them awmy
from their friends. Oharges and sounter charges were made wntil all the
sxmmmitior within reach had been exhausted.

At £ p. m. our Regiment and the 30th Indians were sent out on Plelket
duty where we found something more important to attemd to than snow balling
for we had %o be on the qul vive for leaden bells from troublesome scouts
from Braggs Army who delighted to disturd us.

Baturdsy-Dec, S=Last night ocur visitor, the beautiful snow pinched us
with its iey fingers in a very unfriendly way. Our Regiment on Ploket duty
4id not suffer much as rail fences were plentiful and furnished roaring
fires, but of course all eound not sit around them which might attract the
enemy to approsch $00 closely. It was necessary that Sentinels should be
stationed beyond the eirecle of light. The (onfederates did not visit our
fires they doubtless hugged their own. At 2. p. m, our Regiment was re-
lieved by the 16th Ohie and returned %o camp, We found this the ooldest day
of our experisnse in Temnnessee, One of our Forage trains was attacked this
svening not far from our ommp and several wagons were eaptured,

Bunday-Dec. 7=The several Compsnies held inspection of arms this moraing
in compliance with orders from the Colonel. Divine S.rvice as ususl was die-
pensed with but the Devil had his own way with the 28th Indians of our Brigade
which got roaring drunk on the strength of getting two months pay. They found
some gy of buying & plentiful supply of whiskey to which was added brandy
peacshes and cherries from the Sutlers SBhop, It was a disgraoeful jollyifi-
cation and very amoying to neighdboiing Regiments whioh had neither money
or Whiskey.

Monday=Dec, 8=Grapevine dispatshes report Braggs Army coning up from Etone
River %o attack us=avery zpamdy unprobable story. Indications point ¢o a
speedy advanoe on our part, All thoge siok or unable b0 merch are ordered



elothing %o dry.

Tuesday-DSc. E-We have been living like Indians sines Saturday semcealed
in the bdrush of our new eamp, the weather and Picket duties preventing any
faprovement of our surroundings but today the sntire Regiment was resolved
into & "Patigue Squad™ and before night all the brush and leaves had die-
appeared ocur eamp onoe more pressnting & civilized appearanse.

Wednesday=Deo 3=0ur Regiment with the Z0th Indiena snd s small detach-
ment of Cavalry was went out this morning with & wagon train to oollect
forage in the enemy's ocountry. Thay gathered encugh hay strawand fodder
within four miles to load the wagons for ¢he mules, while eur men confis~
sated fér themselves a generous supply of fresh meat potatoes etoc. The sweet
smelling savor of fried pork mutten and beef was soon diffused through eamp
and excited our fond hops that many more such expediticns might follow. a
few Confederate horsemen were seen but they lkept at a safe distance,

Thursday-Dea. ¢~ Sinos our Division was stationed solitary and alone
south of Bashville we have S8en reinforced at intervals umil now we have
gromn to the dimensions of a great Aymy with wings extending ¢o the river
above and below the City. MEilitary Stores ef all kinds are being collected f£x
from various gquarters for the forwerd movemant that will soon take places
Forts are being constructed and heavy siege gums mrunted for the defence
of Nashville when we leave it in the rear, Bragg is supposed 0 be waibing

for us at 8tons Rivor with formidabdle works end a fine Army.
Priday-Dece 6-Our eamp grounds was quietly sieged and surrounded and

ogoupied last night by a stesalthy invader which hald possession notwithstanding
our surprise and protest when we awoke to the situation. The Beautiful Snow
smiled upon smiled upor us apd we hailed it as the old $ime fiiend of our
boyhood. We beceme boys once mors and tossed the mischisvous snow Mll as

of yore, At first our gport was s sontest between individuals, ther Comm ny
was pitted against Company until fisally our Regiment united its forees againegt

the 89th Illinoie of the 8ixth Brigade adjoining ours, snd sush a battle we



bask S0 Fashville.

We sare direoted to have three days socked rations om hand and arrange-
emtts are made to send our tents and other bulky camp equipage back as soon
we move from this ocamp,

Tuwesday-Deo. P-Acoording to orders received last night our Regiment
. formed on the color line of daybreak this morning under lm and awmiting
further orders until 9§ o'elock when we were directed ¢o essort a forage
train outside our lines, We saw no enemy but loaded the wagons with
forage and retwrned to eamp a little while bdefore sunset, A Forage trein
at the same time from another part of our line d4id not fure so well as we,
It went out am the Murfreesboro Pike found plenty of forage and soon loaded
the wagons but just as they started to return Wheelers Cawalry attacked the
guards and kept up e eontinuml skirmish umtil the train reached the shelber
of our lires, Oolonel Stanley Matthews the Commander of the Essort dis-
tributed his Brigsde in four detachments to proteot his wagons. One led the
way towards eamp another guarded the rear while the remaining two walked
sihgle file on each side of the road the full lsngth of the train. It is
noedless to say the mules did noble service for the Govermment under the
persuasive crask of the whip as did the drivers themselves under the per-
suasive "Zip™ of an occasional bullet, Altogether the teams made better
time beek t0 eamp with their loads than they did going out emply. Our loss
was 6 killed 30 wounded and some prisoners rather expensive mule feed,

Baemy loes mot lmown.

Wednesday=Dec. 10=The seversl Regiments of our Brigede were ordered out
as before under arms at daybresk. After wmiting a short time for what might
turn up we stacked cur guns in line and broke ranks to prepare bresakfast after
which at & a. m. we struck tents and moved one mile west to & beautiful
Gedar grove where we agein pitched tents. The object of sush movements is
not always apparant but the "grapevine® is equal o the emergensy. It émparts
the news thet the snemy intends to play early bird but we don't propose te



to play worm therefore we rise early and makes preparutions net ¢o be eaten.

Thursday-Dec. ll=Brig., Gen. R. W. Johnson formerly of the Bixth Brigade
has been appointed to command owr Seocond Division in place of Gen. 8ill who
khs again taken his own Brigade. Gen., Johnson has besen for sometime a
prisoner but recently exhhanged, He surrendered & force under his charge at
w--un under circumstances not creditable it is said, Ye suppose how=
ever thet he hae vindicated his aotion or Rosecrans would not assign him ¢o
such an important pesition as the command of a Division. Gen. Btanley with
& strong foroe of Cavalry moved towmrds Franklin today,

Friday=-Doc. 12-We have all sesn the long wagon trainsg that snoumders our
Army on the march and we know how large a part is taken up with bulky tents
that usually fail 0 reash us when we need them worse in rainy weather. Owr
rovements are frequently delayed by the necessity of keeping them under our
protecting wing. Morgan and Whesler the rough riders of the Confedersey are
wont €0 swoop down upen them at unexpected timee and places. They are seldom
able tc earry awmay the wagons so the torch usually reduces them $o Blackened
piles of sorap iron while the mules gallop away with their eaptors without
& murmur, The grapevine has for sometime been telling us that every msn shall
be his own Baggage wagon and the re-ort was oconfirmed today when Lieut, Daxter
exhibited in camp the newly econtrived “"Shelter tent™ whieh is to taks place
of our "g8ibleys and ench man is to earry for himself, It is mothing but a
strip of oanvas 8 x 10 feet whish will cover about as much space as & dog
house, We tharefore eal. them "pup tents". We are expected to stretch thex
over a ridge plolnduhh“ﬁthl;rmnlanuahdhinﬂu shape of
the letter A, and then crawl under them en all fours. We msasured Lieut,
Weld of CoE with ome of the pup tents and found him teo long at both ends
end now we are wmiting for instructions from the Government how to make him

fit. We don't know whether %o saw off the ends or $o drive them in.

SaturdayeDes. 13«0ur Regiment and the 79th I1linois were ordered out



to the Picket line to support ancther detackment sent inte the country for
forage or some other purpose. Remained but a short time and them returned
%0 oamp all Deing quiet, Gen. Stanley with hiz Cawvalry retwmned today from
Franklin aféer driving out a force of the enemy who ocoupied the $own. Ne
lef't here on Thursday last for this purpose.

Sunday-Dec. lé=Orders canme to us at midnight from Gen. Johnson for the
S8econd Division to bs ready to march at a moments notise. We mmde all pre-
parations but nothing further was ordered except that our Regiment waz sent
out on Picket duty at 6 a.m. Our férmer Colonel E. ¥, Kirk has at last re=
osived his commission as & Brigadier Gensral and remain in command of eur
Brigade a position he has slready held for six months. Ne is noted as a
tireless worker and striot disoiplenarian, which qualitiea have made models

of his Begiment and his Brigade. Ee has kept us in a complets and eonstant state
of prepuration for suddsn attack or defense. HNe as established rigid rules

for Pioket duty which prevents the possibility of surprise, and apparently

the Enemy avoids us for we have not fired 2 siiot on the Pieket line while
others are freguently atita oked within hearing and almost in sight of owr

posts,

Mondsy-Deo, 18=At 6:;30 this morning our Regiment was reslieved from
Pieket duty but was immediately taken enf with the Brigade under charge of
Gen. Kirk as 3geort for a formge train. The snemy gave us no trouble but
the rain did end all returned late in the afternocon well soaked but with
our wagons well loaded. The rain which began %o fall in the afternocon con=
“inued during the nfffnt.

Tuesday=Dec.l6=The Regiments of our Erigade formed in line as usual this
moraning at daybreak, We bave the news that Gen. Bunside moved towmrds
Riohmond on the 13th and after fighting a great battle has eaptured the Con-
federate Capital. We have talked of nothing slse today but thig important
ovent,

Wednesday-Dec. 17-Later news from Virginia makes it certain ¢hat Burn~



side was defeated on the 15th st Predericksburg. Some of our boys were
Jubilant yesterday over the ,prospect of getting home soon because of the
supposed scapturs of Richmond but now they are grumbling and abusing the
offieizls who plan sush abortive eampaigns for the Army of the Pobtomae.

¥We find no fault with the Rank and File of that Army beceuse it is the same
old story of & freguent of their mmber bearing the brunt ef the battle
while & largs portion are held bask nu} takes no part. Lieut, Wagner re-
turned reday frem Ohid. COol. Briston returned yesterday. Three of my mess-

mates Coorge Giles, Rodbt., Wilson and ¥Wm, Boott went o Fashville teday %o
enlist &n the Regular Service in the &th U. 5. Cswalry. A recent order frem

the War Departmant gives Volunteers the privilegs of joining the Reguler
Army, limited $o0 thrse from each sompany, It is likely that our Regimenmt
will furnish i¢s quota, Bergeants and Corporals in some ocases have joined
a8 Privates $0 serve three years from date of trausfer,

Thursday-Dec. 18= A Board of Examiners sonsisting of the Major £ Cap=
tains and two Lieutenants has besn appointed %o examine the m-.o-h?'uim
Officers of cur Regiment as to their knowledge of Tastiscs and the latter are
now busily engaged in the stuly of Upton mush against their will, Wut they
are afraid %0 neglect the necéssary preparation as the Board has auvthority
to recommend or report against pfc-oti.ons. We had about sonsluded that
precision in drill was something that belonged %o the lome Ouards-an ore
namental affeir ¢o please the Ladies but of no use to ssare the Enemy.

Friday-Dec. 19=Our Brigade was drilled from 8 %o 11 a. m. We sxecuted
the movements of a Bham Battle in conmwetion with cur Battery of Artillery amd
Asdulance Corps. We had everything but bullets and blood and eertainly made
& very imposing displey which atiracted many spectators from adjoining oamps.

My three eomrades who enlisted in the Regular Cavelry ps Wednesday gathered
their traps this morning dade us all good bye and started for their new

quarters.

Baturday-Dec. B&=Our Regiment and the $0th Indiapa were detailed to en=



eort & foruge train and succesded in gebiing the wagons well losded with-
out molestation from the ensmy except t:at a small force of Cevalry followed
the traiz as it returned but st & very healthy distanee, Bhortly after dark
our eamp was startled by sharp ecommading at the Pieket line in cur froat,
I't apparantly was so elose that we pisiked up our guns and eartridge boxes
and hurried into renks without waiting for orders. Befors we had tine %o
make any other demonstration the firing ceased and we dishanded ., This was
merely & playful joke perpatrated en our friends the senemy by order of Gen.
Kirk who had reason to beliesve that he knew a spot within peech of cur eamon
where they nightly cengregated ¢o conspire sguinst the pseee end safety of
imprudent Pickets. Acoordingly a S¥otion of Bdgertons Battery was concesled
on She Pjoket line and trained during deylight to bear upon the supposed
Bostile renddxvousest nightfall the guns were discharged and if the Con-
federntes had kept their usual engegemént they must have been very much sur-
prised. Ws don't lmow whether this joke was embellished with any corpses.
Sunday-Dec. Zi=Rarely iu our Army experiensce has the Sabbeth day been
obsarved and respooted us though it was condidered any better than any other
day in the week. An occoasione]l sermon and the usual inspecticn of Arms were
the only distinguishing features of &he day., But & better epirit posshesesd
our esmp today and carried our thoughts back to the peaceful Sabbaths of our
homes, The weather was perfedt, ¥'e sun rose with as mush splendor as it
4id perhaps upon the day when God said "Let thers be light". The sky was
&3 blue and the pure winds of Heaven as osressing as when they first kbssed
the landsoape of a Few World. Time has not dimmed nor has man bsen able ¢o
disfigure Gods Orsation bdeyond the resch of his puny arme
Bush & blessed and kindly mood of Nature should have directed our thoughts to
the Creator and moved us to & werious oontemplation ef our duty o him, But
another eause had subdued our boisterous and heedless spiritsethe defeat of
our Arpmy in Virginis, The first news we received of the Battle of Frederiokse

burg promised a grand victary but day af'ter day cur hopes were gradually



dissppated by later esraps and fragments of news wugtil at length we were
brought to the knowledge of ¢ great dissster. Now for the first time we
realized what difficulties and dangere were before us, At the outset we
thought our presence in the field would overaws the Beuth, Later we

expected $o fhnish the war in one great battle but now after a number of
great battles had been won or lost and especially after this W st defeat
of Burnsids we were forced to the comclusion thet we must aocomplish eur

work by the wearing ocut process. Imagination with sad; and serious aspect

pointed our mental vigioz to fubure fields stsewn with mutilsted forms and
ghastly froes, Wose faces 7 Por answer we oould only look ints eamch others
eyes and say “yours or mine". Memory recells to me the faces of mmny eom-
rades who might have answered on that beautiful solemn Babbath,™nine,mine”.

Nonday=Deg, 22-0ur Brigade marched out early this morning as guard %o &
forage train advaneing about eight miles into the enemys couxtry and pro=-
euring = large quantity of forauge besides a lot of poultry pork, oorn meal
and other provisions confiscated by the men. ¥hen the trein was abdbout %o
return s forge of seversl hundred Cavalry was seen advancing on our Cavalry
rear guard apparantly with the intention of making a charge but our “brass
bull dogs®” gave tham & few warning shots which they heeded, One of our
Cavalryms: was wounded in exhbhanging carfine shots with them,

TussdayeDec. 25«0,r Regiment was stationed on Pjoket at 6 a. m. During
the afterncon a party of Confedsrates made a dash on a squad of Pickets
attacked the BEnd Illinois and ocaptured € men. OCompany A of our Rgziment
which joined the Pickets of the E2nd Illinois -m our right had an opportunity

to fire a fow pounds end they olaim to have killed a horse and wounded the
rider,

‘J-Idnudn.y-nlo. 24=Cur Regiment was relieved from Pioket duty and re-
turned to camp st § a, m, Shortly after the Bugles sounded the "Genersl" from

Brigade HeadQuarters-the oall to strike tents and pack baggage ready for axn



ismedinte marech, We obeyed the order with eur usual prempiness. Our bag-
gAge® ws loaded on the wegons and they were ordered back to Basghville,
Shelter tents were distribubed %o sach mand and will full preparation for
an active campaign and full expectation of it we marched off with our fases
towards the enemy but did not go far enough to meet hixm for we were scon
balted and ordered back to oamp where w unpacked our bagzage and tents and
remained all night.

'Tkurmyﬂm. 25=Christmas dawned upon us without any promise and
ur-rincnt or good chser, Our first movemsnt was to strike tents and pack
baggage in preparsation for the march but after a few hours the order was
counterranded and we aguin pitched our tents., We sat down to crwckers and
eoffes for dinner as turkey and champagne were not within resch and we were
very thankful to be allowed even those in peace for if we had marched early
in the morning as our preparations indisated we might have arrived in time
to dine with the Confederates provided they had not considered their sbsence
betiter tharn our company.

Friday-Des. 26-0Onee more for the thitd and last time we pecked Our Sibley

tants on the wagons ready to be sent bagk to Neshville: In their stead we
very relustantly folded our new fangled "pup %ents" on our backs and with
knwpsacks guns, ferﬂf rounds wmmmition in eartridge boxes and three days
rations in haversacks we marched out of samp at 8 s, m, with our fuces %o
the South - Hers bogan the "Stans River Campaign" destined %o end with a
greet batile at Murfreegbore, Our line of march with the Right Wing under
ecmmnd of Gen. McCook was on the Edmonson Pike Sowards Bolensville, Davis
Dirision took the lead, Phil Sheridans seoond and our Division third. The
beft Wing wnder Crittenden and Center under Thomss 2lso marshed at the same
time towards Stons River by the Muwrfressboro and the Pranklin Tuwrnpikes
pPjprellel with our line of marsh, We had marched but & few miles when the
popping of muskets in front gave notise that the ensmy's Piskets had been
posted slose S0 ours ix order %o dissover our forward movessnt at the ear-



1iest moment, TYThe skirmishing grew more vigorous until pressntly the
samnon joined in with the loud amd sharp reports apparently 5o near ¢o us
that we oould imagine we sould hear the shriek of shot or shsll und nomeng-
arily we expeoted the corder to deploy into lime of battls, But our Divisiom
watg not within yange and our march was oxly retarded for a short time while
Davis Divieion in advance charged a small foroe of the enemy and dislodged
it from & chosen plase at Emobs Gap where our road was flanked on either
side by a range of rocky hills. After this little brush thers was a cessation
of cammonading in our front but the orackling of musketry still indicated
that the enexy's skirmishers were disputing every step of our advance, BHob=
withstanding their resistance and a verr heavy rain nearly all day we accom=
plished 14 miles passing through Nolenville snd encamping south of the town
én a large open field where ws spread our shelter tents for the first ¢ime and
crawled under them thenkful for the protection they afforded ue from the rain
whioch sontinued all night.

Saturday-Des, 27-%e marched at half past seven, our Division in advance
ahd our Regiment leading the Division in $hs direction of Triune., A heavy
fog almost hid the road from our view and we fairly walked into the enemy
without sesing him before we had gone a mile from camp., Our first notice jJast
as we Surned & bend of the road was the explosion of two shells in quiek
succession at the head of our Regiment where Gen. “Xirk and 8taff were riding,
We could mot see through the fog whence they came and nmaturslly expected
a few more if the same sert., DNefore the mmoke of the shells had blown awmy
Gen, Xirk gave us the order tc deploy into line of battle in an open field te
the left. We cbeyed with umusual promptness so glad were we te get out ef
the road before another dischargs. Five of our ecompanies were throwm fer-
ward as skirmishers and im this position we waited for the remmining Regi-
monts of our Brigasds to ferm their lines in rear of us, it the same &ime
Bdgertons Battery came up the read with a furicus gallep and gquiekly turned
their brass muzzles towards the enemy belehing ferth a volley ef shells Yo



whick mo reply was made. ¥e thez meved forward with loaded guns held ready
for ingtant firing and up the slope of & hill where ws supposed the enemy

to be walting for us. We had a fine view of ouwr Brigade frem our place in
the ranks and ths scene was very spirited. Just ahead of us ons half our
Regimant was oxtended in a single line as skirmishers. We followdd with
five eompanies in line of battle, Behind us at intervals “ex echelon" the
ether Regiments of our Brigade moved slowly forward hﬂﬂ supporting
distance - much to our surpriss we resashed the top of $he hill without re-
sistanse and there halted as the fog hid the valley beyord frem our view =
where in fact the Confederate Gemeral Hardee had his santire Corpe in positiea,
At I P, ¥, the feg 1ifted and our skirmishers moved uron Triune followed
by our entire Divigier sad fhoridans prepared for action., Hardee retired as
we advanced sxhhanging but few shots with our skirmishers and contenting

himself with burning the bridge over Wilsons Creek leaving some Cavalry and
e Battery to contest the oressing, These however retired after a few rounds

and we entered Triune without further eppesition, We passed tluoughiithe eamps
where Hardees Corps had laid in line of battle the night previcus and we
bivouased a mile beyond the Sown., Davis® and Shefidans Divigions moved clese
up im our rear . Rain, fog and our sautious movemeonts in constant expectatica
of battle reduced our days' march to 5 miles.

Sunday-Dec.28~ The weather oleared during the night and the sheerful rays
of sun &ispelled the gloom of tws wet days. We remained Quiet all day., 4
nuxber ef wagens were s ent out fur forage, ethers started dask ¢o Kashville
for rations. Willich's Brigsde was sent out ¢to resormoitre und discevered
&fter advancing seven miles that Hardee had petired ¢o Murfrseshoro and
ftone River,

Noadsy-Dee. 29=0ur entire Army moved forward today inte pesition nearer
the ememy. Tho advance of our Wing was led by sﬁ;.lm Cavalry which met
with strong resistance by the enamy's unlrj{' resulting in & severe skirmish

z

&t Wilkizeons Cross Roads where a Brigade of Infantry had to be called on



en for aid te dislodge them. Our Regiment on leaving eamp this morning
marched back through Triuns about a mile and Surned ¢o the right on a dirg

road which was very rough and eaused great delay %o cur supply wagons moving
ahead of us 80 that 1t was nearly midnight when we reached Wilkineon Cross
RBseds the soene of the days skirmish and senoamped in a large open field a
distance of 12 miles from our starting point. During this march we were
greetly fatigued by the roughness of the road and having te be on our feet
such -long hours, Ths wagons shead of us would start of stop in frequent
intervals of time and we had to follow them in the same way. Eometimes the
Bhalt would be for a few moments only eagain a half or more would be consumed,
We could not octlaulate in advanece how long it would be &pd were always un-

decided whether to remain standing in the road or to find a seat on the road-

side or even to look for a friendly tree %o lenn against. After aight set in
and §t was pitch dark ocur trials began. As for myself I was #¢ nearly over-

come with slesp that my eyes would close as I walked and dreams would steal
into my brain wmtil rudely awskened by the giving swmy of my knses. Semetimes
I wuld select a smooth looking path ahed for a few steps then drop inte e
Bap for & minuts or less to awaks just in time to Reep from falling, A hals
was worse than the marches when we stosd im our places waiting and expesting
%o move on in s minuts or %wo it seemed a3 though a quartsr ¢r half hour would
elapse but if we sought the roadside for e seat or a tree to lean against the
eolumn would meve forward almost instantly requiring an effort on our part

48 regain our place in the ranks, What a relief when we halted near mide

night and erawlediinte our shelter tents. No fires were silowed as they

would diselose our position teo the enemy so we were deprived of our coffee
but not our slumber which scon wrapped our samp inits shlent smdrece une
mindful of the fact that six mkles away was Bragge Army in battle array waite
ing ovr nearer approach while bdetwesn uz two hostile lines of Plokets watohed
sach other with slespless vigilanee al) night long.

Tussday-Deo. 30=Barly this morning we took our plsce in line with the



troops of oCooks Right Wing moving towards hurfressbore on the Wilkinson
Turnpiks, Eheridans Division in advance, owrs second and Davis' shird,

Sheridan was more and more stubbornly opposed ss he appreeshed Murfressbors

but susoeeded in pushing his Division forwerd until but little more thar
two miles from the town. Here the resistance was se strong that he had

to depley iote line of battle and Dgvis slse moved up and extended his line
on Bheridans Right. Our Division was held in reserve immosdiately in their
rear, During the day our Regiment slowly followed the sautiocus movemsnt

of the troops ahead of us ani ssarcely beyond the range of the enemy's guns,
The emeakling of musketry and the roar of Artillery resm unded in eur ears

all day for the ontire Army, Right Wing, Left Wing and Center was maving oloese
up to Bragge line at all points, When the dim of battle grew lounder at
tiree we braged our nerves for an sxpscted ocall to the frout and woien it sud-

sided we breathed easier in the hops that the enemy's resistanse had weakened,
late in the afternconden. Kirk called our Brigude te follow him whieh we did
and shor$ly found ourselves on the oxtreme right of our Army and almost feee
to faoe with the enemy whose breastworks were iz plain view asross an open
field. Our Battary was brought up te the edge of the tinber where we stopped
and exehanged & fow shots befors the shades of night hid the enewmy and cur-
selves from eash others view - Qur Begiment was placed in advance of all the
others extending in lins close behind a rail fance that divided the opem fisld
in front from the woods in the resr. 6. riot orders were issusd that no fires
should be ellowed to disslose our position to the ensmy, The air became guite
eeld after nightfall and we soon found it impossibis %o slesp, Come of my

concluded
; %0 build & il pen snd line it wita long

possmtes with myself: e
ry arent £in e Blh, W Dol e wianiins ShabEIRl i i k4%
did nmot eontimue long after we laid dewn in the pen iu vain hope of falling
asleep so I spant the most ef the ti-e pulling the long grass and earrying it
in. One of my msesmmtes Bergeaut Warts appeared €5 take no interest in our
work tut sat silently sll through the pight with his face buried in his handse

He gave no hesd even when I threw my rubbsr blanket over his shoulders through
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pity for his despondency and chillasd appearance. Perbaps the shadew of im-
pending fate darkened every faculty of his mind. Before sunrise his bloody
corpse lnid amid the long dry grass in $¢he field not twenty steps awmy from
the rail pen where he sat through the night.

VWednesday~Dec. 3l=lie entered ypon the last day of the year not only in
great discomfort but alsec in greasest peril. Dirsotly in froat of our little
foree detached Rogiments two thirds of Braggs Army had gathered during the
night and only waited for the first grey stresks of morning te burst upenm
use, We had ne knowledge of this danger and svidently our Offieers had no
such expectation. No sort of preparstion was made for sush an evsot, Why
did we not keep ourselves warm during the night with pick and shovel emnstr-
usting breastworks. Why was not our Regiments and Brigades joined tegether :
in line instead of bdeing detached and isglated without knowledge of eash other:s
location, At the very time we should have exerecised the greatest vigilanes
ws wore building fires and waking eceffes, for suoh permissien had been grantsd
Just before daylight. One half ef the Batiery horses were umhiteched mnd taken

to the creek for water., A Brigade Commmnder and several Regimental Cecmanders
wore abseant from their posts in attendance at Gen. MeOooks Headquarters teo re-
osive érders for the day. As for myself the eamfort of warming chilled fingers
and toes and drinkipg a greteful sup of hot coffes outweighed for the moment
any oonsideration of denger. Hext my euriosity asserted itself w«nd while my
coxrades were still sipping their saffee I leisurely walked out into the fiel 4
towards the Picket line where a eompany of ocur Regt. wes stationsd te wmteh
ths enemy, Before reasching them I saw one running towards me and as he passed
me he exclaimed "they're coming” and eontinued on te the Regiment e give
the alarme A8 all was #o quiet, mot & shot having been fired, I fslt decidely

skeptical and walked still further out until the enemy's dreestworks were in
view end there surs enough was the confirmation of the Piokets report. 4
Sucoession ef leng lines of Gray wers swarming over the Confederste breastworks
lndmnpin;w-rdsumm,.tﬂthnmlhnunp._ As thers was ne



time to lose I started bdack in a hwrry %o rejoin the Regimsnt, and met

it edvancing in line inte the epen fisld to meet the shaock that scon must
eome., General Kirk, at the first alarm given by the Ploket placed himself
at the head of our Regiment end gave the ecrumnd "Forwrd", He performed

& brave but very rash sot in so doing and peid the penalty with his life
for hers he received the wound that afterwards killed him. The mistake was
evidont to me when I saw 580 men merching into an open field %o meet
£0,000, Our Regiment had sdvermced about 100 yards into the field when sur
™okets firald into the spproaching coluxms of the ensmy. Our weak ochallenge

wag snswered with & volley from one of the advencing Regiments directly 4a
frent of us and a moment later & succession of volleys spread ¢o the right

and left until the entire fonfederate line was direeting its fire into the
ranks of our Regiment &3 we wers alonevisible to them. At the first dis-
sharge we threw ourselves flat in the gruss and emptied 350 musketc inte

the ranks of thes foe. At the same time our Battery of sir cammon opened s
vigorous fire throwing shells elose over our heads into the enemy wihose

Batteries slso epensd en us with shells and grape & cannister, TUnder suah
@ fire our only salvation was %o lie flat es possidle on the ground for the

air fairly seothed with the "Zip" ef bullets wund grape shot ever eur heads,
It reminded me of the pmessage of a swarm of bees, All the bullets did not
pass everhead, Nany plowsd little furrows around us throwing up tufte of
é;ru: and handsfull of soil into our faces or over eur bodies and athers
struck with & dull "thud® fnto some poor unfortunste soul opening & gaping
wound $hrough whish might perhaps flow his life blood. We endured this ere
deal searcely ten minutes wntil 21 were killed and 100 wounded or more tham
ena third ef our numbsr, Ry this time the Confederates were slmost upon

us and nothing remeined temus but capture or retreet, We edopted the latter

altervative but all did mot succeed for 84 of our numbet were captured aft er

lseving the fisld by the enemy's eavalry which had ridden around in our

rear, TR-en I passed our Battery of six brass camnon their muziles were
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Confederates in a gallant mmoner «xnd when his Divigion was repulsed re-
turned to the attack several times until the field wms strewn with his
dead and wounded, Some of his Regiments lost half their number in these
assaults, Disheartened by the fuilure %9 turn our left as Bragg fondly
hoped fer, he ordsred no more charges during the day but pressed his whole
line elose up to ours for the purpose of dj.w.owring s weak or unpretected
spot where the attaek might be renewsd. No sush spot was found before might
elosed the scene and termimated the incessant rear of musketry and artillery.
Both Armies Choroughly exhausted, rested on their arms in line of battile
while the o0ld year pssesed into history and the Hew ¥ear 4swmned upem an
undecided battle fisld.

Thureday-Junuary 1, 1863-Contrary to our expectations the moraning light
did not witness a renewal of the battle. We wers glad enough to be let
elons and Bragg was maaxious for us to fall back on Eashville without having
%0 be diiven bask. %e showed & disposition to be stubborn when it came
to being driven . Braggs cavalry had ridden entirely sround our Army and
reported eur baggage trains in a complete state of discrganisation and
pauic. Indeed Rosensrans at one time contemplated a retreat $o Nashville,
being ignorant of the sxhausted and weakened condition of his enemy, dut
wiser sounsel prevailed and owr position dn front wes held intset. During
the dn.y Bragg made several demonstrations with A:tillory and a show of
infantry in & threatening wey as though preparing for another assault but
these movemsnts failed to preduce the effect he d esibed.

Friday-Jeny-2-During the forencon it became evident that Bragg ws
mking preparations %o rensw the assault on our left and Roseorans prouptly
concentrated as many msn and osmnon as possible to defend the threatened
point, At 3 p., m. ths Confederates emerged from their ocorcealment in

stréhg eclwms and sdvanced rapidly upon our limes driving back our men for

Some distanos but in doing se they ecame within short range of our artillery

which had been massed for the purpose and which now opsned upon the ddvaneir



#till pointing 6o the foe but they were silent end deserted seave hy the
dead and dying borees. Before I reached the Battery I saw the last Artillery
man outting the traces of the last svailable horses galleping mmdly ¢o the
rear as his comrades had already done befors him. In our retreat we hoped
to find a refugs with organized troops belonging te other Divisions of our
Right Wing but in this we were di;app;aintcd. ¥We ensountered nothing but
eonfusion wrtil we reached the Nashville Jurapiks. This charge of the
enexy or rather a sucocession of oharges had driven bask our Brigade after
mgr until the Right Wing rested ageinst the Center like s bird with
outatreched wings foids one %0 its body. The Qonfederstes elated with
thoir success in driving back our Right Wing now mmde a vigerous attesk wpon
the Center and if this too had given way the destrustien of our Army would
have been esomplets but the troops of the Center head time for preparstion
and their lines were in order to receive the attack being strengthened by
the fragments of the Right Wing which found a refugs there. The victorious
columns that had driven us bask now fw cbastrustion thoy sould not
move end they recoiled from emch charge with heavy losses. Thelir Semander
Gen., Bragg was foroed to abanden the attempt to break eur Center and trans-
farred the attack to our Right Wing where he had a b rge part of his Army
oonfronting that portion of our Army and where neither side had been serioe
usly engaged during the attsck oz our Right Wing., Our Commander Gen,
Rosearans finding all his ewn plans of battle demolished by Bruggs esrly
and unexpected attack now devoted himself entirely %o defensive operations
and by the time Bragr was ready to swing baok enr Left as he had rlready
dons our Right Wing he found s very different oendition of affuirs, Ine
stead of detached, isclated, unsupported R giments and Brigades some withe-
out gommenders sndaall unprepared he found & compaet .ine of Infantry
surrpoted by nearly every piece oa Artillery attechsd to Roseorans Army,
trained to sover the ground over whioh the suexmy was expeoted tc oharge.

General Breckenridge(Ex-Yioce President of tho U. B.)led this charge of the
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Confederates with such dissstrous effeet that they halted wavered and yeo-
treated being followed by our Infantry. The roar of Artillery and musketry

had boen deafsning all along the line sinoe noon and when night sgain
ended the strife we still held our position with but little loss while

the Confederate loss was about 2,000 killed and wounded in this disastrous
eharge of Breeckenridges Division.

Baturday-Jany.3-Both Armise appeered so exhausted and so unwilling
te provoke any further slaughter that notwithstanding the Rlose proxirity
of the oppesing lines there was scarcely sny firing. An occasiomsl shot
from & sharpshooter or skirmisher was the only indieetion ef hostilitye.
Our Brigade very redused in nwibers and very bhungry for lsck of rations
sccupied hastily sonstructed works #o nesr the front that a 'bulltt onoe
in a while dropped into our midst but without any damage to us. late inm
the svening ghere was a sudden burst of Artillery eaused by Gensral Thomas
throwing ferward two of his Brigades end driving the enmemy back from the
woeds in his immediate front, nightfall scon ended the movement and quiet
. emoe mor prevailed,

SundayeJany-4~The Babbath like stillness this morning demoted & ohange
of effairs, Our Plckets looked and listened in wain fer the line of Gray
that had been confronting them se persistantly and mgressively, Our Offisers
were soon informed that no enssy was in sight or hearing and directed
a oeutious advance of our lines tc learn his whersabouts. The fret was
soon established that our foemen bad retreated under eover of darkness
leaving the field in our pessession. Yhe joyful news was soon known &0
all and great wms cur rejoieing, We had net anticipated the extent of the
damage sustained by the Confederates in their repeated charges on our
lines beoause their success in surprising and routing eur Eight Wing
appeared very much like & victory and we fully expested a renswl of the
Battle. Bragr however decided otherwise and deperted in heste believing

that we were receiving reinforeemsnts when in feot ws were too mush die=



organized and exhausted te follow him,

Our Army mumbered 43,000 angaged in the batile and the Confederates
35,000, The losses in killed wounded snd missing were about equal being
about §,000 eaeh, killed or wounded and 1,000 prisoners. Our Regiment
went into setion with 550 men and lest 21 killed 100 wounded- 80 taken
prisoner total less 181. Less in Co.F- 1 lieut & ¢ men kKilled- 17
wounded-6 eaptured-Ictal loss in Co-28.

the list of the killed in Co. E were as fellows,¥nd Lieut, Swmith-

Corpl. Wettz-Privates Tyler,Baston & Willerty- Wounded Sergt.Bouseholder-
Corpl Lawrsnce & Holsinger and Privates Bellig Coddington-Detwilder=Grove=
Johnson=Kellog=Yorri son-Neredith=iill er-Reif-Tise-Bennet-HEayss Cert.
Missing and supposed to be eaptured, Jelm Erown Fifer-L.Merrison-Drusmer-
¥ame-Nige=Brooks-Shaw,

My personal experienee in this Battle was varied and exeiting- During
the first attack s plece of shell tore the heavy padded ocllar of my evere
ooat and blistered my neck, The viclent jerking of my oollar spun me
around and fairly choked me while the smarting sensation on my nsok mstwrally
made me think that the missle bad passed through my meck and that the
ohoking sensation was the sympton of & fatal wound, My delusion was se
oemplets that I eould feel the blood flowing down my body and I sat myself
down %o die as I firmly beliexsd- I was so sure of & gaping wound &hat I
sould not raise my hand 4o my neek until as some moments elapsed and my
etrength did not appear o be ebbing away I ventured to pass my hand around
my neck and $o my great astonishment found that 1t was omly sy coet sollar
that was shattered. I @¢id not have much time teo congratulate myself fer
the charging osolumns of the enemy wore ready to run over us. They were
soming six lines deep on the double quick, extending to right and left of us

as far as we could see, O r Regiment was solitary end alons in the fleld,

and wo 454 not imow whether any of our troops were mesr enough ¢o glve us



sy support. Of 350 who marched out to receive the charge mearly 100
lay dead or greaning with wounds within the space of ten minutes. If
our retreat had been delayed five minutes longer we oould have escaped,
I have a vivid reccllection ef thrashing my way through a little patoh
of low sorubby pines thickly strewn with rocks. 4ll too low and small
$o afford any shelter but large enough to ocbstrust my progress- while
bullets were elipping the shrubs and glancing from roocks all around me,
I beceme separated from others of the Regiment in this retreat many of
whom were captured after they left the field. Omce eut of range I stopped
%0 consider and thinking that perhaps the Regiment might have rallied
somewhers I determined to return the same way I had come, Crossing an
epen field I wus approsching the woods when suddsnly the donfBderztes
emerged mdytoohnrgalndltthomtiuthnnbwmcminl
furious fire of musketry from both sides of the fieldand I realized that
I was between the econtending lines and just abdout ¢o walk inte the midet
of the Confederates. It appears that when the Confederantes dislodged our
Eegiment they halted ¢to refornm their ecolumns before charging acress an cpen
field upon the seoond positiom of our troopse The cessation of firing
during this preparation misled me to eonjecture that the charge had beem
echecked by some of our troops that I had not noticed in my hasty retreat
and that the remnant of my Regiment had joined them and stopped further
retreat, My experience in finding myself between the lines convinced me
that my Regiment was ocompleotely “hors du combat,” or in cther worde killed
wounded saptured or ssattersd, I have alwmys been thankful that I belonged
to the latter class,

The remmant of our Eigiment was sollected after the first days battl-

at the Murfreesboro Piks and remmined under orders.
Monday=Jany-5=0ur Brigade wes ordered to move at nocu. We srossed

Stens River on the Bailroad Bridge whieh had been partially destroyed by
the enemy making the passage difficult and %edious. Entering Hurfreesbore



80 recextly Ceneral Bruggs Neadquarters we found it like cue vast Nospital
being ecoupied by ths wommded of both Armies perhaps Seu Shousand in

number &3 the aggregate loss during the battle was 18,000 killed and
wounded. The Confedsrates left behind only those who were very seriocusly
wounded, We marched through the town and encamped four miles south ef it,
Tuwesday=Jany-6=Contrary o our expectations we remuined in eaxp all day..

¥e pitched cur tent and cnce again enjoyed somfortable quarters after eleven
days of exposure., I was kept busy in the Adjutants Office making eout
reports and lists of the killed wounded and missing whieh were required to

be sent in &s soon &z possidble $0 the different Army Depertments as well
a8 to the Btats of Illinois,

Wednesday-Jany-T.Arrangemnts have been made for laying out a mew
samping ground a short distance from our present location, For this pur-

pose & number have been detailed and at work all day under sharge eof
Captain Parrott.

Wednesday-Jany 8-Qur Regizent went out with & forags tyuin this merning
and returned every man with his retion of fresh meat, Our suprly of Gov-
eromant retions is very short, partioularly in meat, sc we do not let axy
epportunity pass for supplying our defieienscy,

Priday-Jany- 8-The Campany Officers are busily engaged in meking out
payrolles ready for the Faymaster who is expected James Askey and August

Riekmen supposed to have bsen saptured, returned to the Company today.
SBaturday-Jany-10=-The Regiment was ordered out on Pioket duty at Y a.m.

The 1ine 4s enly one half mile in advance of our camp. ¥one of the enemy
have 8o far been diseovered near ocur pisket line, ¥o further work has been
done at the new samp ground we having received notice thet ouwr Division will
be moved further to the rear.

8unday-Jan.ll-Orders ceme thiz moraing before t& Reginent returned
from Piocket duty, to strike tents and paek baggage which was done by those
remaining in eamp. When the Regiment was rslieved we moved cur camp one



mile to the rear and lecsted it on the morth bank of ftones River, owr
Prigade cooupying a large open and level field adjoining the railroad,
We found the weather beautiful.

Modday-Jan-12-This Camp is nsmed Oamp Sill in memory of General Bill
who fell in the Battle of Stone River. This is a tribute toc his name that
oould not be more worthily beastowsd. But still more gloricus and lasting
is the leve of his soldiers including every man of our Second Division
wieh he ocnoe commanded., He was a Christian as well as & Patriot, quiet,
kind, faithful, sourteous, conszistsnt and sbove reproash.

Tussday-Fan;l8-J. Orove and L. Mys wounded in the 1z te battle and
Geeting, Wagner and Matmiller convalescents retwrmed ¢o their Company,.

It is great comfort to ses & fow more familiar fases in Ce.H. We miss so
many from the ranks for our numbers are snly one third of those who took
part in the Battle., A feeling of lonliness pervades our thinned ranks and
somewhat of despondenscy when we reflect that we may be destined %o pess
through sueh ordeals before we have mcoomplished the preservation of the
Union.

. Wednesday-Jan/l4einothsr of our boys(Jas. T. Konnedy) retwmned to the
Company teday from the Hospital at Bashville suffering from a shronis ocom~
plaint whieh he despaired of having oured thers so he determined to try the
effect of eamp life and active duty so far as able,

Thursday Jan.l5= Qur reaticas are getting very seerce and while suff-
ieient to prevent starvation they are encugh to satisfy our hunger, @n
erder to supply this dbficiency our Quarbermmster this worning directed
that sach Company should furnigh a squad of men to shsll corn and earry
it to a Grist ¥ill a short distence from esmp to be ground into meal.

Priday-Jan j16=Showsr after shower of rain passed over eamp today flod-
ding the grounds and suspending all movements or business. Owr whole
attention was given to efforts $o keep dry and some mem hed such poor tents
that they did not sueesed.



Saturday-Jan.17-The Regiment went out with & forage train and Snow
fell during the night and covered the ground ¢his morning. The air contie
nuwed so oool all day that the sun 414 not have much effect in melting is.

Sunday=Jan.l8=After & very long interwval we had the privilege of
attending Divine Sorvice and assembled at I p, me Yo hear Major Buskner o f
the Téth Illincis who preached us & very good sermon,

Monda y-Jan.l9=The Regiment was ordered out on Picket duty at 7 a.m.
lany of our memn went out with empty haversacks on aoocount of the socareity
of provisions. Our supply bms S0 be hauled thirty miles from Nashrille
by wagons and the roads being very btad from recent rains it is impossidle
t0 keep us provided with more than half our usual retions.

Tuesday-Jan,20QThe Bogiment was relieved from Picket duty and retur-
Bed to camp hungry as wolvem. We have a fair supply of fresh meat but =mo
salt and therefore oannot eat it,

Wodnesday-Jan.2l~Rained slowly all night end scwe during ths day, We
realize that it means worse roads and gmmller retions, %The prospest is
aot improved by the rumor that the enemys mnawvalry has reided our wagon
train and burned 500,

Thursday Jan/22-A bright elear day and a good surply of rations has
restored us all to cheeffulness,

Pridny-Jan 23-Brigade want out five miles with a forege train and
gathered a good supply of eorn hay and straw, for our snimmls. Our men
a® usual stored a quantity of fresh meat on the wsgons but alas for all
ef us our pickets had received orders to detain all provisions as eontra=-
band articles. Allowing nothing ¢o pass but forsge for horses and mules.
Our Cavalry eseort during this expedition bhed sharp skirmishing with the
ehemy's aavalry but no ons was hurt,

Baturday-Jan.Bé-Late in the night an order came to our Regiment ¢o be
mdybomrtltmurlyhmrﬂﬁmtm&ngnnneort for our wagon
train to Fashville and return with provigions,



Sunday-Jan 26~ At 6 a.m. our Begiment with the sddition of 60 men from
ths 2Pth Indiane started for Eashville and notwithstanding mud and rein i
arrived there the same night and oecupied an old bduilding on the Pair @ro- l
unds,

¥onday=Jan 26-Remined st Mashville all day wmiting for a truin of
wagons to be ready for returning to the front.

Tuesday-Jan £7-The Ru¢mnt started bamok with the train stepping at
Lavergne for the night, under very umfavorable eircumstances as the weather

twrnesd cold and snow fell in considerable quantity during the night. We
sonsidsred the weather sufficisnt €0 keep raideres awmy without our sid.
Wednesday~-Jan-28-RBoriment arrived in carmp at J.peme vory glad to get
back from Eashville for the ¢rip was anything but & pleasure sxoursion,
There was two inches of snow on the growad this morning,
Thursday=Jen.29=It was quite eold this morning, the ground still par-
tinlly sovered with snow and frozem solid, We did nothing but sat by the
fire diseussed the news and speculated &s to when the war would Ry
Priday-Jan, 30-Regiment wms ordered out om Pioket duty at 8 ;. e
The westher during the day was very pheasent and at night splended for lying
out in the open air. As usual the enemy did mot trouble us.
Baturday-Jan.3l-Returned from Ploket at © s, m. Sergt Kyers resched the
Begiment today- %The resigmtion of two good officors were ncospted today
Qapt. Woed Ces C and Lieut Besver Co. l.

Sunday Feb. 1= A heavy yain set in last nighit and continued s greatcr

part of the day. Beveral Regiments of our Brigade were ardered ocut for
work or the fertifisations arcundMurfreesboro which have been in progress
a fow days, These works are i{ntended to e very formidable soc that a ecs-

paratively small force will be able $o hold this point when our main Army
moves on furthsr south. Murfreesboro will be en the line of eur comrnni=

cations and a very important strategie position second to Nasdvwille. This

work may bs valuable and necessary in e military view but owr men had thres



objections to it today. Beocause it was Sunday, Becauss it was muddy and
last greatest Beocause it was work. The first two cbjeotions may be
temporary but the lasgt is permanent and unchangeable. We did not ealist
to got a job of working we had plenty of it at home, We expected just
¢ big pioniec with good eclothes good rations regular pay and glory not
work and mud.

Monday=Feb,2-0ur turn cams today for work on the fortificaticns. YThem
n-'giun:t left oamp at 7 a. m, and returned in the evening and actuslly had
%o work to keep warm for the day was extremely cold and the mud ﬁum.

Tuesday-Feby 3~ his morning was the eoldest we have experienced in
Tennessee, A light snow laid on the ground. %The Regiment had no duty %o
perform so we hugged our fires mnd congratulated ourselves thet we did
not have to work to keep warn,

Weodnesday-Feby~-4~0ur Brigade was ordered out on Plcket duty at 7 a.m ,
About @ a.m. we heard lively osmonading in the direction eof Tullahoms and
not very far frox our posts. We were very much exditad for a time and wade
freperation for a possible attack but we learmed after awhile that the
firing was ocaused Yy an attask by the enemy's eavelry on one of our forage
trains which was defended by sn Infantry force from our Division and two
guns from our Battery, The enemy harassed the train from the time it went
out until it returned, follewing almost €c our Picket line = but did not
prevexnt the loading of our wagons and their safe return - Three of the
train eseort were wounded,

Thursday-Feby=-5-The firing yesterday was the first we have heard since
the Batile of Stone River, Yhe two armies lmve been Js tting each other
“severly alone" since that event, About the only exquytion was a reid Wy

General Wheeler uwpon our commmnications with Nashville making it necessary
for General Rosecrans $o send Davis Division and a foroce of Cavalry to
drive the ralders awmy.

Friday-Feby-6-The first news oems today from captured msmbers of our



Regiment who were taken at Stone River., Some of them reached Anmapolis,
parcled, having beer shipped via Vicksburg and Nobile to Richmond and
there transferred ¢to our lines.

Saturday-Peby-7~-0ur Regiment with a emall fores of Cavalry went out
this morning with a wagon ¢rain for forage. Pour miles from carp the
ensxy's Cavalry encountersd and brisk skirmishing ensved. A large quantity
of powder and lead was shot away «nd a great deal of noise vaus made dut
the only damage was one man of our cavalry wounded.

Sunday-Peby-B8- This Say called a day of rest has become transformed
for us to a day of work.. We were therefore not surprised when the ordsr
eams today thet this Brigade should bivouse & few days elong the line of
fortifications under eonstruction in order to be near the work allotted us.
All bBaggege was left in caxp with a few msn ¢ take ecare of it, exoept
shelter tents for protection during the night, Our men ocbeyed this order
with much grumbling.

Monday-Feby-9-The Brigade was kept at work ell day with piok and shovel
The regulations for working are as follows- The Right and Left Wings of the
Regiments constitute two parties, reliesvcipzesch other every two hours,
from 8 a, o t0 ¢ p, m, each day.

Tussday-Feby-10=-0ur camp and baggage was moved this morning at ©
o'abook 0 & position near the works, about cne mile wezt of Murfreesboroe
A Loeomctive and train arrived from Nashville today for the first time ainoce
our possession of this place, The shrill whistle evoked hearty chsers from
all quarters of our csmps. It comveyed %o us the agroesble and indis-
putable intelligence that we are linked again with home and friends, by
an iron roadway over which may come plentiful rations, letters, news-
papers tobaceo whiskey and numerous other so oalled luxuries whieh Soldiers
levs 50 well and miss eo much when the wagons are overtaxed in carrying oaly

ths necessities of life.

Wednesday-Feby~1lleA new regulstion was enfeoreed today whieh appears



€0 us s being very umnecessary. A detail was made for Guards ¢o en-
oircle our Brigade Camp and keep us all within these limits. It is not
80 much the restraint we sbject to as it iz the bardship frequently of
working during the day and being detailed for gusrd duty at night.

Thursday-Feby=12=The weather which for the last few days has dbesn
springlike ehanged to wet and stormy growing quite eold in the evening.
'lodon_.otnindthu change much a8 we have been in camp long enough %0 mak e
ourselres comfortable. Xow sinse the reilroad hes been repaired owr
Sutler has received a new supply of goods whic h he anxious %o exchange
for thoss little pieces of prsteboard which rise uw on pay day end draw
our pay for us,

Friday-Feby-15-Our Brigade was engaged sll day in drawing 4drift logs
and trees from ths River to prevent them fram being carrield by a flood
againat the temporery bridges which our enginserz bsve esonstructed scross
the stream. An impordant order is received from Gen. Roseocrans authoriging
the employunent of nagroes as cooks teamsters etc, to be pzid and clothed
at the expense of the Govermment,

Baturday-Feby-l4=Near our camp iz an slevated point whers one way
stand on & clear day liks this and look upcn & scens of the greatest
aotivity. Par as the eye can see 0 the north and east are long sig sig
lines of uwpturned earth where many thousands of bdlue costed workmen are
busily engaged with pick and spads digging wide and desp trenches and
duilding high and broad earthen ramparts suffisient in extent for the
eomplete protection of Roseorans antire A“;w.

Sunday-Feby-1E~Contrary to our expectations we have no work today,
Some of our neighboring Regimente had Divine Jervice But as usual owr
Begiment had none on socount of the absencs of our Chaplain, Ve observed
this as & day of rest in e very quiet manner and so did al all the ocamps
around us, discloasing a remsrkable gchange from so many previcus Sabbaths

mhen there was no intermissiin of work (orj drill.



Nonday-Feby-16=RBain fell asteadily all dey, suspending all work on
the fortifisations. Our camp presented adesaolate aspect from the out-
sids dbut within the tents were groups of loungers variously emgaged in
reading dime novels, writing latters, spinning yarms, arguing some gues-
%ion sleeping or most generally playing cards.

Twesday-Beby=17=Captain Miller of Co h returned from home looking
well and hearty aftsr an absence on recruiting servise sinse Aug. 17th
1'“2. Our Pay Rolls not having besu meds out properly were returned ¢o
us for serrection,

Wednesday-Feb:=16-Rain fell heavily last night soaking the blankets
of more than one poor soldier sho placed his trust in a weather beater
Sent,

Thursday-Feby~18-The Paymaster came into our Brigade and begen to
pay eoff the 78th llilinois. We enjoyed the privilege of wa tohing the
erisp new greenbacks being hustled from Uncle Sams coffers into the espty
pockets of his hirelings,

¥riday-Peby-20-During the last two weeks our srmy has been reinforced

by the arrival ef 14,000 men from General @Gordan Grangers Deopartment,
They came up the Cumberland River to Nashville on E eambozts comvoyed by
a mmber of Gunboatses The view of ¢his flotilla from the Bluffs of
Bashville approasching the oity with eolors flying and drums beating, was
very inspiring to the Dnionists but very dispiriting ¢to Confederate sympa~
thigers.

Saturday-Feb =21 A series of resolutions wers prepared and presemted
%0 the Regiment oondesmning the action of Bouthern sympathizers in Illimois
who are tyying %o tliiaom,;o sunlistments in the army and generally obst-
ructing every movement favoring the Union esause, This class of aympathisers
nicknamed "Copperheeds” eontrol the Legislature owing to the fact that the
loyel men of the Btate are in the ranks of the maxy R _giments eredited to
Illinois and therefore unable to vote leaving the disloysl element a home



eo control eleetions. The Oovernar of the Jtate Richard Yates s s friend
¢f the soldiers and he is able to countermet the schemes of the ecsppere
heads.

Sunday-Feby-22~This béing Weshingtons birthday it was observed by
a Dress Parads of all ouwr boys and the reading %o esch Begiment of an ad-
dress by Gensral Roseorans. At Sundown & Eational Salute was fired by ell
the Artiilery in our Army numbering several hundred ecannon and for a while
tHe uproar was equal to a Battle.

Monday-Fok.~28-The Ordnance Depertment issued to our Regiment today
168 new Enfield Rifles taking in exchange as many Springfield Rifled muskets.

Sunday-Feby-24~We have just received news that the Conseriptioa Act
has passed the Benate., It is necessery &how to compel servise ss Volunteers
no longer offer themselves én sufficient numbers to fill ocur depleted yanks,
Our Regiment for instance scercely numbers one balf L%s eriginal aise, The
nsw law divides the number pf men required to meet the Presidents oall,
proportionately among the different States and in ease Volunteers do not
present themselves the daficiency is to be provided for by drawing the nsmes
of able bodied citiszens who must serve themselves ot provide a substitute
by persuasion or hire, By thesé means we oan depend upon sesuring suy
pumber of recruits the President may see fir to dall for,

Tednesday-Peby~25-Recent heavy reins have swollen the streaxs so mush
that groat mischief has been dons %o bLridges « Two betwsen this plece and
¥ashville have been carried awey stopping the shipment of supplies by Rail
but we expect that Rosecrans with his accustomed energy will socon find e
wy to bring the Iron Horse to the front again.

Thursday-Peby-26« The Paymamter at last reashed our legiment with his

greenbaoks %o our great delight. We ressived pay %o January lst. whish
smounted %o six months in my sase. A disagreeable surpriss aweited ms when

the sun of §21.60 was dedueted from my pay for elothing drawm in excess of

®y regulsr allowanoce. Others fardd much worsze as some received no monsy

Q.’C



&t a1l and many but a few dollars after sxcess of slothing was deduoted .
The Rogiment haes had a hard ac-;nhn and olothing, expesially shoes had
to suffer hence it appears very hard €0 our poor fellows %o pay this
sdditional sxpense.

Friday-Feby-Z27-"rocured & pass and visited Murfreesborg this alfser-
noon. Found the town thronged with Boldiers looking for ways and means
to spend the grsenbacks the Paymaster is distributing. 4 few oitisens,
(W we oall them) were engaged in handling Govermment suppléss. 4
great meny of the buildings are used as Hospitals being filled with wounded
both Federal and Confederate.

A detail of 35 men and ome Lieutenant of our Reginent wes smnt out
with & forgge train proceeding about ten miles towmrds Manchester and
returning with a good supply without being molestsd by the enemy. The
plan of placing Citisens under gusrd along the route of these expeditions
is found effective in preventing news being carried to the snsxy.

Bunday-Marsh-A Bery hea vy storm of wind and rain passed over last
night, This morning after a slight shower the clouds rolled away and the
sun eame eut in all his brilliant quiskly drying uwp Wih-mud and water. At
44 p+ m. the Regiment assembled for Divine Service and w.m Dasoksr
deliversd a sermon, All work on t}s fortifieations was suspsnded for the
day.

MondayQllaraeh 2-The destroyed bridges on the railroad veatween this
plece and Nashville have ween replaced and the ¢ ears have again resumed
thelir regular trips. Ths work on the fortifieations is progressing
rapidly. Capt, Saml L. Fatriek of Co. E, returned after an absence of
.lix months. On siek leave,

fuesday-March 8- At 3p.m. an order was received $c hold the Regiment
in readinese to mareh &%t a monents motiece with £ days mations. One wagon
to accompany the Regiment with £ days sdditional rations and the men %o
earry shelter teats. '

(o)



tiednesday-iarohé~¥e did not mcve from camp but learned t}ni-; Eou-
erans had ordered a ganeral reconnoissance to disocover the pouiti&n and
strength of the enemy. He was found three miles south of Franklin and an
engagement followed between aforce of ¥,000 men on our side and & mpoh
larger force of the enemy resulting in the doruf and oapture of a large
pert of our troops et loast thres Regiments. Another detashment of of
eur Army dispatched at the same time yofriune was more suocessful but
nothing more wes aocc wplished beyond developing the fuot that the enemy
was olose at hand and prepared to dispul our further progress.

Thureday-March5-Two men of our R3glaent having been ssntenced by
Court Hartial 4o woar the Ball and Chain for 30 days and kept sonstantly
at labor were today set to work with brooms and sho¥els to clean up the
camp grounds,

Friday-March-5-A detail from our Regiment of 1 Lieutenant and 88 men
were sent out early this morning with a wagon trein for forage but retur-
ned empty handed because the enemy showad fight.

Baturday-March 7=0ur Brig.de was notified today ¢o hold itself in
readiness to move at any moment, We ere required to have three days
rations opn hand at all times, Roseorgns is pushing detac!ments forward
‘at warious points to feel the enemys force and positions. These move=~
ments provoke eonsiderable skirmishing end mey at all tines develop a
general engagemsnt, In such & oontingency our Brigade will be found
ready for sotion.

Sunday-lareh-8= A veyy heavy thunder storm pessed over lest night,
Fain fell in torrents with some heil end the wind threatensd to cepsige
our tents.s It is again worthy of note that work on the fortifications
was suspended for the day, Our Chaplain preached at 1,50 p. m. and gave
us more politios than religion denouncing in very sarver terms people at
home opposed t0 the vuny, who are discoursging all the efforts of the
tnionists,



¥onday-imrch §- We were greatly surprised $his morning %o receive
the abrupt order "Strike tents and lond baggage immodiately”. The order
waspromptly cbeyed and with everything in readiness ¢o move &t a momonts
notice we anxiously awaited further orders. %Thess came ar 5 p, m. %o
pitoh terts and minw are end we at onee bdegman to reduild the
village we had demolished as .nrqr had supplemented their tents with lumber
and rails and chimneya., All ¢he men worked like beavers to resters their
huts md by sunset 2]l was in order agein very fortumately for rain began
to full in the night,

Tusaday-¥areh 10=-Rain sontinued all day end proved vwery trying te our
weather beaten tents whieh have been in servioe 14 months. %This persis-
tent downpour discovered many leaks not previously syspeeted,

Wednesday-¥arch lle A blistering ehilly wind sleared away ihc rain
but mads it very uncomfortable in the open air. We kept our tents warm
indide with fires and had nothing wuch %0 do but ¢o disouss the military
and political situatien.

Thursday-Yarch }2-Gensral Roseorans has issued an order notifying all
persone in Wurfreesboro or within his lines whose principles will not allow
them to take the oathoof allegiance, that they must prepare %o be sant
beyond his lines within the mext ten davs, The reason ror- this order is
that reny women and children are here whose maturel supporters are in the
Confederate Army and it is not considered good poliey for thees persons
to be supplied from rations intended for our Army in placc of deing supplie d
by and thereby reducing the stoek of provisions possessed by the Confed-
erates. Anocther sonsiderstion is the probability of m?ﬁi?‘? eonveyed
to the enemy by sympethisers within our lines.

Friday-Warch 18~The day opened bright and beautiful with a eripp
atmosphere suggestirg the benafit ¢o be derived from the vigouous exer-
oise of Battalion drill, so the Regiment was turned out in the afternoon

with polished equipments and flying oolors to make an sxhibition of its



skill in mmrohing, esountermarching, sdwaneing, retreating, filing or
wheeling to right or left, forming hollow square or solid eolummm,
charging Infentry or guarding against ocavalry, rallying as skirmishers
or loading and firing in line of battle. This was our first drill since
the Battle of Stone River and well exmouted considering the long inter-

wval dwring vhich we have had no practice.

Bllxturhy-!hroh lé=Another bright spring day sttrected s«ll of us %o
outdoor amussments either as partisipants or as spectators in a great
wariety of athhletic games.

Bundsy-¥areh-1b-A redent order from President Linsoln ferbdids any
work on Sunday exeept in extraordinmary emsrgenscies. The result is that
8umday hes become an agreeable day of rest to the Army., We followed our
usual Sunday programme today, Inspection of arms and ascoutrements in t¢hs
morning and Divine Service in the afterncen when Elder Decker preached an
interesting sermon.

¥onday-lsrch }6eJoseph H, B~-==a private of Company @ having been tried
by Court Martial eonvioted of disobodience of erders and and sentenced $o
forfeit ons months pay and publicly reprimanded by $he Colonel in presense
of the Regiment was oompelled to undergo the A tter part of the sentense
during Drees Parsde this gmaning ~when his name wks salled B--stepped from
his plase in the ranks toc the fmi(und center of the line and gtbod there
with wnoovered head while the Colonel reprimanded him.

Tussday-March 17=Yhile our own camp has of late been very gquiet it has
not been 80 everywhere, Sywdrons of Cawvalry sndx frequently large det-
achments of Infantry are required o observe and intervept the enemy's
raids upon \muriines of eommunioation and also to keep so elosely in ¢oush
with the erenmy's plckets that any gsneral movemsnt on Braggs part my
be instantly detected and reported.

Wednssday-‘areh 18«The Divisions ocecupring the mdvanced front were

moved back today within a short distanse of the town perbaps for oonven=



fence, The ocountry between the epposing lines of the %wo Armies has been
stripped sompletely of ell supplies for man or beast and therefore not
u’l holding. It is useless longer to send out forage trains as the last
enes returned empty.

Thurgday-March=19-In the Adjutants Office we were buslily exmployed
in making a "Deseriptive Roll of Absentees from the Regiment” to be for=
warded to the Provost Marshall General to fasilitate him in detecting
Déserters and soldiers whose ieaves of absuoe have expired. 8¢ many offiocers
and men Are absent without peoper authority or excuse that the ranks of
our Army are greatly depleted and when a Begiment is ctlled into battle
it san scarcely muster one third of its original number as was the sase
with our Regt. &t the battle of Stone River. For this reamn & new policy
is %o de adopted and rewyurds paid for the detection and arrest of such
absentees who eammot whow officisl authority.

Priday-March 20=)f¢ were all out bright and early this merning to
prepare ourzelves to take pert in the grand Review of our Pivision by
Benerul Rossorans. @General Johnson our Divisgion Commender had urged us
to make this the Star R view of the season and we dbdnot greatly die~
appoint his expectations, The evolutions of 14 Regimsnts and § Batteries
of Axtillery(k8) guns in perfect harmomy proved to be a very imposing
spsotacle. A single event marred the pleasant features of this parade, A
Lieutemant of the 79th Illinois , in answer to & question of General Rose-
srans, stated as an excuse for some failure of his compeny, that he goukd
not make his men obey his ocmmands. Roseorans very abruptly exelaimed
“8ir you may very shortly expect to be relieved of your oommand."

SBaturdsy-Maroh 2l= At daylight this morning our sliumbers were distur=
bed by sharp musket firing beyond ocur piocket line with an oeoesional heavy
report of cammonading, We tumbled out of cur gquarters in haste not knowing

but that it was the preliminary of a general attaske, The firing contimed

several hours and then cessed.



Suniay-iarch EZ«Ths firing yesterday wes esused b an encounter
between the Second Brigade of Reynolds mnd the Confederate Genarel korgans
forces. The engagement lssted 5§ hours end resultsed in Morgans retirement
from the fiold after lmaving several hundred men. MNorgan ia a great reider ::
and has been very suoccessful in burning bridges tearing up railread traek
and capturing wagons in our rear interfering very seriously with our
supplies but he does not ellow himself to be dramn intc battle unless the
o;ids are greatly in his fevor,

Monday-Narch Z3=0ur men have been improving their leisure ¢ime in
ernamenting our ocamp grounds by transplanting lerge cedar treos along the
sides of the streots nnd aroumd the tents- Many were 15 $o0 20 fest iu
height and presented the appearance of having grown where they stand, The
sontrest fo green foliege and white tents is very pleeasing to ¢the eye and
gives owr ommp 2 vory elegant apresaruncs.

Tuesday=iturch 24~ In scoecrdance with an order from (Genercl Rossecrans
directing the formmtion of a roll of honor, the commanding officer in our
Eeginent agsexbled tc seleat cne Sergt. and ome corporsl from esch sompany
whoge names wore plased on ths Roll togethsr with the narmes of five pri-
vates fruxm each company previously chosen by ballote This Roll was fore
werded to Srigude and Depnrtmental Headquarters.

VWednesday =arch 28-Zobert Wilson and William Boott who were trense
forred from Our Rogiment to the Rggular Cavalry Service ﬂs%bﬁay
and expressed themselves as preferring the Regular to the Volunteer 8ervice.
Their Regiment is kopt elmost econstantly on the move eithar scouting or
sicirmishing with Morgons Cevelry whioh is mmking constant efforts to inter—
Tupt our communicetion with Hashville and only prevented by the vigilanoce
of our own oavelry,

Thuraday-Ynrch 26-Cexp wes ful]l of rumors todayend kept us in a
state of excitement whish was evidently shared by our sermanding offioers
who ordered work on tho fortifications pushed with greater sotivity and



also ordered heavy siege guns ehipped from Heshville to be mounted on
our unfinihsed works. The main report was that General Bragg had been
reinforeoed from Virginia and was preparing to attack us before the com=
pletion of our works.

Priday-March 27-An order was received frou Gcneral Johnson thet the
4roops of this Division at once turn over all the Sibley + Wall tamnts
sxoept one learge text for each company for the use of its officers. All
the men will draw shslter tents and bave alreudy concluded that these will
be our only protection during the summer,

Saturday-March 26=A large number of citizens were at work todsy on
$he fortifiocations, having been hired by the Governmsnt to taks the plaoce
of teamsters otc, thereby inorsasiug the effediive force of fighting men
by the return ef meny scldiers to their place in the ranks. Lieut, 5.%.
Davis, Brigads Inspector gave us a thorough inspection today including
a rms equipments clothing and Compaxny Records pronouncing all in excellent
eondition,

Sunday-lishoh 29-4 oold blustering wind threatened to ocapsize our tents
and ehilled owr limbs when exposed to its fury. We had no Divine Service
our Chaplain being in Illinois the order requiring us to give up our Sibley
and Wall tents for small shelier tents, was suspended today until further
orders & very agreeable announcemcnt as we do not lancy the newfangled
"Pup tents” which eaeh man must inhaubit solitary and alone,

Monday-lieroh 30-7he hours of work on the fortifioations havs been len-
gthensd from four to eight hours. aér men now work {rom 8 a, m¢ t0 6 p.m.
Allowing one hour for dinner,

Tussday-March 31-One of my oomrades Jopn Cottington who helped build the
rail pen which six of us cccupied the nighfpraooding the Battle of Stone
River received his discharge todayx and will start home tomorrow on account
of she wound he received, A mimmie ball lodged in the bones of his arm

and when extracted a piece of bone was found embedded in the lead. He



wears this eomhination of lead and bone as a mtch sharm, ﬂudcpurtmrj
Cottington leaves ms the only remmining member of the party who scsupied
the rail pen, Ons wes killed, two wounded two omptursd and myself excaped.
Wednesday-ipril 1= All Pools Day was fittingly observed by playing

prastisal jokes on essh other. A large mumber of miscellansous paakages
were started through the mail to various persons in the North who will

feel viotimized when they receive them.

 Yhursday-April 2-The following order from General Jojmson was ressived

Soday “The camp of thir Division is hereby named Camp Druks as a tribute
%o the memory of the gallant soldier Lieut. Col. Drake &9th Ghio Vols,

who bravely died in the ocause of his sountry at the Battle of Etone River."

Priday=-April 3-Two eight ineh Howitsers have besn mounted on the werke
sonstructed by this Brigade, Eeavy guns are also being pleced in position
&t other sections of the works., One would suppose that our fortifications
ere already sufficiently strong to resist the entire Confederate Army
but the work ie still being pushed with great snergy. MNeantime the two
opposing ermies sre watshful but not aggreisive, Morgan and Forrest with
their sqmdrons of Cawvalry are continmlly trying to intesrupt owr Com-
mmisations but with very poor succesa and frequently get punsihed.

Worgan on Wednssday was driven back with & loss of several Mundred men
&t 8now Hill where he had ventured too ¢loss o our lines,

Baturday-April 4~The Presdents proclumtion requiring the i:zsedikke
return of §oldiers absent without proper leave is having s good effeot in
filling eur renks. 4 considerable number have alresdy returned %o our
Regiment and others are on the way, It is paid ¢hat 130,000 men are absent
without leave.

Sunday =April G-After working on the fortification ml]l week our men
were prepared to enjoy ths bsautiful spring wsather today without Maving
any duty to preform. Our Chaplain being absent we are deprived of Divine
Bervieas,



M¥onday-April 6=Our Oamp has been vizited several times since the
battle by an old amm mmmed Looke ealling himself the "Song, maker of the
Army.,® He always earried & wvalise full of printed songs of his owm com~
position for selling to the soldiers rgenmerzily mounting s box to deliver
short speeches and sing his ocwn songs which were ssagerly purchased and
bocame very populer, <The lsst tire we saw him he said Ep wae going to
Grants Army but a few days later we heard he was under arrest as a spy
with e dall end ohain to each leg and now we hear he was shot in attempting
to excape.

Tuesdey-April 7= his is the anniversary of the ssveral days battle at
Shiloh axd was celobrated by the 7/th Fennsylvanik by sword presentations
teoColonel Rose end Lieut. Col Pyfers, General Negley was prancgt and made
& snort speech. The presentation was made by Lieuwt. 5, T. ngilo

Fednesday-Aprili=Our ocamp wius inspooted by the Department Inspsetor
ahd reported in good order meat and clean.

Thursday-April 9-leavy firing was heard nearly all day in the direction
of Lavergne and many rumora were circulated through oamp keeping us im
constent suspsnses. The truth was that General Stanleys Brigsde was sent
from our oamp this morning to reinforce Genersl (ranger at Franklin who
wag threatened b- General VanDorn with a large force .

Friday-April 10-/ gensral nuster of all the troops in this Department
was leld today for the purpose of mscertaining the number of men actwmlly
present and the numier reguired to fill all the Regiments that have deen
reduced by bettle end disesse. Rolls have been made out a.d forwarded o
Washington for the use of the Tmr Department,

Saturday~April 1ll-The Confederates todey attacked our foroes st Prank-

lir and were repulsed with some loss. The 4th Regular Cavalry was engaged
and succeeded in capturing a Battery but hmd to relinguigh it,

funday-April 12-411 ths 8ibley tents in this Arigade sxoept those re-

quired by the officers were turaed over to the Quartervaster to be shipped



%o Bashville, Being & tumed wmeersmoniously out of doors svery man
began at onoe to provide new hadbitations and defors the setting of the
sun esch man had his "Pup tent" in place ready to be "orawled into."
¥onday-April 13-i detail of 400 men fram this Brigade has besn made
%0 bulld a magasins in the works we have been finishing. This work is %o
be pushed day end nifht without sessation and for this purposs the foree
of men is divided into four reliefs of one hundred msn each, GCompanies A,
Y, D & I supplied the detail from our Regiment. ‘here ceems to be several
months of laber ahead of us if we are to complete the magnificent phan
of thess fortifications,

Tuesday-April l4-~Fe are all waiting with impatience for news from our
fleet before Charleston. The result of this contest will show the relative
sspaoity of iron elad gunbosts for the attaek and fortifications for defense
But we have a desper interest in the result than a mmre question of science.

Wednesday-April 15-i printed mddress from the joyal League of Allegheny
County Penna. came through Brigade Headquarters for distribution to the
Companies., Fhe object of the Leagus as stated in its address is to oppose
the schemes of Northern traitors and protest the soldiers in the fisld from
the fire in the rear,

Thursday-April 16-5pring is coming with its green leaves and bright
flowers. The $rees are puttin g on their swmmer garments while the tender |
gress is weaving e sarpet %o hide the roughness of field and hills A few
flowers Sempted by the warm sunshine are timidly making their sppearance.

Priday-April 17=-An important order is recieved from the War Depart-
mmt that Regiments reduced to lesas than 6500 men shall be consolidated inmte ; :
6 or &« less number of companies and all supernumersy comrissioned and non |
cormissioned officers mustebed out of servisce., ¥We regard this order as
very ill advised for the reason that it will destroy the soldiers pride
in the history and achievemsnts of his Regiment or Yompeny. It appesars to

us the better poliey would be to mssign all new recruite to old Regimente



thus nnugE their depleted ranks snd preserving their erganisation
instead of forming entire new Regiments with these recruits as the prac-
tioce has been,

Baturday-April-18-Paymsster Truax appearsd with his greenbacks and
supplied our Regiment with ¢wo months pay to March lst. Bome trouble was
experienced by newly appointed commissioned officers who only redeived
pay from the time their commissions were setually received and not from
date of appointment,

Sunday-April 19 =A very quist day in eamp, Divine Service st ¢ f. X,
We bhave been expecting ¢o hear of the fall of Charleston as the result
of bomberdment by our iron elad fleet, but a pressnt we have given uwp the
hope as nothing has besn sccomplished either there or elsewhere of advant-
age $o us,

Eonday-April £0-The camps of the 77th Peunsylvania and 29th Indiane of
our Erigade were moved to make room for ancther line of fortifisations.

%o are relieved from work on the magazine, bdbut will continue €o work on
the earthworks as before. The duty of guards has been lightened by the
organisation of two details exclusively to work on the fortifications,

Tuesday=April Zl-A reconmaissance was made today by a detaslmemt of
4,000 Infantry under General Roseorans and 2,800 Cavalrymen under Colonel
Wilde ro The first and third Brigedes of our Division were inocluded. They
destroyed almost entirely the reilrosd from Manchester to NoMinnville e
small mill at Liberty captured « large amount of supplies 180 prisoners, over
600 snimals end rot‘?mdwithllou of only one man wounded,

Wednssday-ipril E2-Rumor says that the Enemy is moving up to make an
attack on our position a Bit of news oconsidered $ooc good $0 be true for
we oould not ask a better situstion than ¢o cccupy eucl works as these with
the enesry in front and i{n close range. Doubtless we shall have to mest
Bragg some day but he will induce us to eome out of our stronghold before

he opsns the battle. Lisut Weld of Co, E who was captured st Stone River



retuned o earp today having been exehanged, Ee wae confindd for some
%ime in She Inoxville il and altogether his experiencs was not pleasant,

Thurseday-April 23-For months past eertain persons have been bsholding
visions and édreaming dreeme of Pezos which was t0 be deslared on this
day but the times give no token of it,

Priday-April 24-J. L. Harrison of Co. B rvh:rnad today, He ws
eaptured and parcled st Stons River., Bome of our men may be seen daily
fishing in the river with seins made out of gunny bags. There are plenty
of fish but not very large.

Baturday-April B8-Visited Murfreesboro to send some money home by
Bxpresss The tomn is overrun with pedlars black and white who ocoupy every
prominent eorner selling lemonade and dider. As the paymsster has recently
besn in m midst cur men are generally supplied with meney and apparently
anxious %o get rid of 1% as soon as possibdle,

Sunday-April 28-%he day passed quietly in the usual m,w
Dress PFarade and then Divine Service. The death of H. H. Bemnett a few
days ago at Murfreesbore fills my heart with sadness., He served me faith-
fully and preserved my life with unwearied nureing at Corinth where I was
lef%t in his eharge s-parently dying. %he surgecns instructions to him were
that medicine was useless and nothing remained for him %o do but to atbend
=y last momsnts and give me & decent burial., He did not however give me
up and under Gods Providence and BEmnettz care I survived to mourn at last
over my comrade dsparture,

Nonday-April 27-it one o'cloek this morning Colonel Walkims moved out
of Franklin between Columbia and Carters Creek turnpikee and surprised the
Texas Legion sncamped within a mile of Gen, Van Dorns main foree, sapturing
128 priscners, 500 horses and mules 8 wagons and all the caxp and garrison
equipage without losing & man,

Tuesday-Apri)l 28-Surrounded as we are with ®panoply of war" where
overy offort is being mde %o promote the efficiensy of destruotiwm weapons



4t is refreshing %o see nsar owr samp a number #f soldiers engafed in

preparing the ground and planting potatoss for use of convilescents ¢n-
caxped here. All of thedm who are adle will de obliged $o0 work in the
potato patoh,

Wednesday-April 89<Al1 Yeuts of Field and 8 aff Officers sxeept four
wall $exts were turnsd over today for shipment %o Nashville Tho B jukants
and Quartermasters Offices were oolsolidated in one wll $ent., This por-
eesding looks more like an early advence than doss the pﬁnﬁn; of potatoss
end more in keeping with our fdess of putting down the Rebellion,

Thursday-April 30-By direction of President Limaoln we cbaerved this
éay as Thanksgiving Pay. Peter Houssholder retwrned from the Eospital at
Fashville having recoversd from the offects of & wound received at Stone
River.

Thursday-iay 1ﬁywmlmm-mdﬁn'%m that
distinguished {t in days goneby. Nemory reoulls the happy hours of the

Mey Days before the discordant notes of War eslled us from pesceful pursuit e
| and thes ocomforts to meet the enenies of owr Country, Hope points Ge the
futwre when with Peaos egain restored we mmy oeledrute with joy each retur-
ming Wy IDay.

Saturday-iny B=inother detachment conzisting of a Brigade of Cawslry
under eommand of Colonel Campbell went out o Thursday from Franklin and
surprised the enemy's outpost inflicting s loas of 14 killed and 26 wounded
and 18 eaptured.

Sunday=-Y¥ay S-Falked over to Murfreesborv with James Blsok, We wisited
Elwer Lawrenes lying in the Hospital suffering from the effects of & shot
through the leg at Stons River. We found him umable o wove about and look-
ing pale and thin., Ee is the only wounded man of Cos He who has not been
sent Norti. At 11 l..‘lo we attonded servios at the Catholic Church.
Genersl Roseorans('a devout member) was Shers with his Svndsy face loeking
as pious &8 though he is not in the habit of swearing like & trooper the



rest of the week.

Wednesday-¥ay é=A 1ittle more than four months have elapsed sinoce
the Battle of Btune River yot we are still lying inactive sxcept that
preparstions €or defense are still in progress in ths construetion of
sarth works magasines and stockadess Offensive preparations are also
being mads by the eollection of supplies while our ranks .nb°§§§; filied
with new resrults or the return of absentess,

" fuesday-Mey S-Thile our Army oe ¥olding its central position and
keeping Bragg in suspense, the armies of Grant in the West and Hooker
in the Bast are actively engaged, Grant is besieging Vickeburg almost
sontinuselly hurling shells into the oity and forcing the inhabitants
%0 llve in eaves dug in the hillsides. At the sams time he is digging o
cana] seross the marrow strip of land that extends directly in front eof
the oity which undertalding if sucoessful will divert the course of the
Hissiseippl from its chumnel around the dend and therehy loave Vieks=
burg out of the way. OGeneral Hoolsr with the Army of the Potomec has
srossed the Bappahanock and fought a three days battle with Lec's Armgy
an the 2" B"& 4th,

Weldnesday-lay 6-We are again oast dowmn with disappointment te learn
that Hooker has recrossed the Rappahannock thus oconfessing urnt. as the
result of the Battle of Chancellorsville. Our loss was mush greaber than
the Confederates activity and rapid mmrches NSX# caused more disasters to
our osuse than any one save Lee himgelf has been able to mecomplish,
Btonewnll Jackson recsived a mortal wound inflioted by his own men by
mistals during the first days Battle May Bnd.

Baturday-¥ay §= A cold north east wind and rain yesterday and today
made us all seek shelter and warmth arouwid stoves wiere we discussed the
unfavorable mews from Hooker yet hoping for some new developments in owr

favor.

Priday-lay B=Sunshinas Soday follewed the rain and drew us out of owr
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tents to dask in his geaisl rays dut 4id not serve. $o drive smy our
gloomy foreboding as o the fiml result of the Battle of Chancellorsville
reports the Army of the Potomms almost entirely destroyed.

Saturday-Nay O-3Qr snxiety in regard %o tl';. fate of Hookers Army
inoreases as the days go bye and no fefinate hﬁgmt:lm is given us,
Never before have we experienced such feelings uf‘ suspense and nothing is
talked about but the chanses of JERAMS) or dorut; Few however are
sanguine snough to expect any fevorable nows. '_

Sunday-laylO- Attended Sunday Sehool in ense nf-",_tho Stooksdes oondusted
by Ocl. Buskner of 79th Illinois who announced that 25 oot e paidne 4
overy Sunday while we remained. This ZStosckade tppnmd li.h & gquesr place
for a Sunday School., It is ostagon in shape with buty tiahrs 1aid one
upon &nother in layers and thick enough to be hpomt:ﬂhh tn bullets.
It is lighted by several circles of port holss wide mon;h 'bo porni‘b & muse
ket barrel ¢¢ be thrust through. Flatforms extended mumi w each ther
of port holes on the inside where the defenders are to send ’pa 1oed and
fire s ditch surrounds the entire structure and a hmy door is ready to
be slosed against hostile intruders. = |

o Nomday=liay 1lWe have at last reached ¥he emli:aicn that Hoolers - _
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supnrosed. It seems to be the poliey of all in commnd o cpr-ifid good news
BUt %0 ooneesl bad news from us. We have lest faith in the olf adage that
no news is good news".~ {t means to us just the reverse. We u:;hofltmd
the situstion as readily by the silence at Headguarters ks we l:‘jwuld by
the setual a-nownoement that our Army has been defested. -

Tussday-iay 12-T¢ does not appear o us that we are helping much o
put down the B bellion, Hers we are digging awy in one spot apparently
with the purpose of remaining here in security wntil the end of the war
es though we expeoted the Confederates 4o coms o ua voluntarily and sur-

render, We have the idea ¢thmt it will be necessary for us to go gut and



bring them Wy force of arms and we also believe that the Oonfederates
will wait for us to coms ouwt of these works bdefore they will venture

%o attack us, This war business is becoming entirely too deliberate for
us,

Wednesday-liay 15-We are glad to learn that Grunts Army at Vieksburg
s meking good progress towards the complets investment of the city. KHie
eolumns are fighting their way in the rear of the sity and if not cheake d
very soon willecesompletsly surround and starve out the garrison that ean-
not be drivex out oz account of the great strength of the fortifications,

Thursday-liay 14th~There is & eontingency that my drew us out of our
fortifications at any moment the sontingency of Braggs APmy leaving our
front %o go %o the relief of Vicksburg. Then it would become our uty o
follow the processiin and ksep Bragg from interfering with Grant.

Friday-lay 15-Compeny A was detailed today es guards for the amsuni-
#ion of this Division, It is sxpected that they will mu with the
Srain for seversl weeks. They took all their camp equipments with them,

Bubérday-}ay 168=The cantinum] work in whieh our Brigade ia engaged
is baving & very beneficial effeet on our health, We have .plmty of ;ot_ul
rations and splendid appetites to consume them, We oould foel very well
- eontented if we ocould remlise that our work is nscessary, ¥We ars cnly
postponing the day ef oconfliet that sust come soomer er later,

Sunday My 17-Another interesting Sunday School was held in the
Stoskade and also Divine Service. I examined the structure more closely
than last Bunday. It is built of heavy logs about three fest in diamster
and 15 feet high, Btanding upright side by side with the lower end planted
firmly on the grownd. The sides are hewed perfeetly smooth and made %o
fit slosely together. The form is thus., Between sach upright timber
loopholes are provided to admit the barrell of a musket. The whole Bi¥

oovered :
poweidd with heavy logs and & heavy layer of sarth and considsred eannon

proof,



gresn boughs sunported b forked stakes. We have noc pews but we have
rough benches, Bervice has been held in 1t during the week and mmny
soldiers show a great interest. Two hundred have joined from ouwr Brigade
during the last ¢wo weeks and others are ready.

Sonday-¥ay 26-Vallandigham the “Copperhead" who made himself obnoxe
ious %o the loyal people of Ohio and whil was ordon-d by the President
to bde expelled, arrived here yesterday and was excorted to the Confed-
erate lines under a flag of truse. The offiocer in charge at first re-
fused to reseive him but finally consented %o do so. "I am & eitizen
of Ohio of the United Btates and coms within your linss against my will,
eonsider me a prisoner,”

Tuesday Msy R6-Ancther change has been made in the working hours
on the fortifications by which the men are allowed more time in the
middle of ¢the day the hours being from 6 to 11 a. ®m. and from 5:80 to
8:30 P, M, Hgwever plessant it may be at midday §t is far from agreeabls
to be turned out so early in the morning or ¢o work so late in the eve-
ninge The fact is the working hours are unpopuler whatevsr portion of
the day is sllotted %o them,

Wednesday-May 27-'he monotony of our plodding work with piek and
spade was broken at noon teday by an erder to hold curselves in readiness
4o march gt moments w with five days rations =nd forage. %his
vigilant attitude on our part is necessary to counteraol any movement
on Braggs part to send reinforoements to the relief eof Vicksburg, Any
woskening of the forees opposing us will simply be an invitetion to us
to pounce upox them and destroy them if possible and then follow the
detachments $o Vicksburg.

Thursday-liay 28-Ths imacivity of our two grest armies im Virginia
and in Tennesses naturally diverts the attention of the whole eountry
%o Orants Army at Vicksburg, ¥The authoritiesdet Washington through Genere’
Enlleck are urging Roseersns %o sdvanos against Bregg with tw objeots



in view first to prevent Bragg from reinforeing the snemy at Vioksburg
and second $0 respond S0 the iapatient demsnd of the Northerm people

for a vigorous persesution of the war. BEozessrans objects and has ob-
Jected during the epring for several resons. the bad condition of the
reads, the ok of Cavalry to #ope with that of the enemy and inadequate
military supplies. The roads are now in fair condition, our Cavalry 1s
fairly equipped and a goodly stoek of provisions and other supplies are
.gathered in this stronghold which heve almost made impregnable with nearly
five months hard k bor. No spparent ressons exist to justify much longer
delay,

Friday Mey E9-A considerable quartity of rain fell during the day and
leid the dust whieh has been whirling through the air for a l!gy or two.

Saturday May 30— The prespeot of an irmediate advanse indiocated by
Wednesday's order has fadod away, We heve relepsed inte the monotonous
performance of our regular duties,

Sunday May 3l-Fe enjoyed a quiet day of rest excepting regular inspes
tion in the morniag and dress parads in the evening,

Monday June lst=-Corporal John Geeting met with 2 ssriocus ascident
at Brigade Headquarters. A large pile of sacks of cora fell on him srush
ing one side of his face mnd injuring him in other perts of the bedy.

He was oarried to the Regimanmtal Hospital.

Tuesday~June 2nd=-Tie learn from New York papers that s "Peace Meeting”
is ocalled for tomorrow to devise means for ending the War by ocompromise.
The idlensss of owr Armios encournges the "Poace at apy price party."

Wednesday-June 35-Again we are thrcwm into a fever of excitememt by
an firder to be ready to march at e monsnts notice with three days rations
in Eaversacks end four days in kmapsacks. A hasty inspection of the
Regiment was made and the exsct number of effective Officers and men
reported to Briggdo Headquarters, %Those preparations danote the prob-

ability of an immediate campaign, Rumors fly thiek and fast through



camp and set every tongue in motion asking questions or discussing

possibilities. The geners]l expectation is that we may be salled on
at any time %o follow Braggs Army to Vioksburg.

Thursday-June é=Heavy carmonsding wes heard nearly all day in the
direction of Franklin, the result of reconnoitering eperations on our
part to discover whsther the enemy has made any change in the location
or strength of hiz lines, Every few days a Divisicn eor two are ss ¢
"out fer this purpose and a great deal of srmunition is wasted in shelling
the woods. Weither Rosecrans or Bragg appear anxious to meet ecah other
in sarnest.

Friday June 6-0ur ho-es of & change which were stimulated by our
erders of Wednesday and the oannonading yesterday were again dispelled
b y the absence of any disturbing clements today- There was nothing
exciting in the "dull=thud™ of pick end spede in the red and yellow
elay as it was heapsd invo tdﬁitiomi lines of fortifications as if the
render assurance doubly sure, for there seems no need of any new works
to mke this position impregnable mor does it seexm probable that Bragg
would venture to atiask us & our works were only one quartar as exten-
sive &8s they are.

Saturday=June 6=At the close of work today our Brigade was notified
that ne further work on the fortifisstions will be required, ¥his
amouncement esused genersl rejoising and appears to indicats a new
order of events.

Sunday June T=0ur rest today was undisturbed by snticipation of work
tomocrrow. We understand that sn active sowse of drill will take place
of digging. W e have devoted soc much time to the Il tter that we have
become experts, but we may in the meantime have forgotten how to handle
our rusket. John Cortan e xchanged prisonsr returned today,.

Monday-June 8elompany A was relieved from duty gearding the Ammmie

tion train of our Division and rejoined ths Regiment after having been

i e b
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doetached some time, The companies drilled from 6 ©o O and from 4 %0 8 P, ¥ .
Hereafter the Regiment will be sxercised in Compmny drill from 6 ¢o ¢
A M. and Batéalion drill from ¢ to 7 P. .

Tuesday Jun e9=Fxchanged prisoners fifty seven in number returned
this afternocon and were warxly wslcomed by their odd friends who did not
seoompany the party during thiel tour through "Dixie".

‘Wednesday June 10=The relontless sruvelty of war was illuatrated
"yesterday at Franklin by the sxeoution of two spies or rather ef twe
Confederate Offiocers supposed to h‘lpiﬂi. They found e ans to enter
our linss and presented themselves te the Commnding Officer at Pranklin
wearing Federal Uniforms and elaiming }o be authorized by the War Dep-
artment and General Roseorans to inspect the works, Their movemsnts
exclited suspision and they were arrested. Inquiry of General Rosecrans
and at Viashington diselosed the faot that no sueh appointment had been
made. Gensral Rosecrans immedistely ordered a drum head ecourt martial
ard their exeoution if found g ilty as spies, The piscners before trial
coufessed that they were rea lly Confedérete Offiscers but elaimed their
purpose was no %o bde spies. While it appeared sxeseding stymnge that
these officers should venture apon such a h%srdoua undertaking msrely
te prooure & plan of sush unimportant post as Pranklin yet the Court
Martisl sould form no other eonslusion and therefore proncunced them
guilty. The following orders briefly bell the sed termination.
Headquarters Depertment of the Cumberland

Murfreesboro June © 440 4. ¥,

Colensl J. P, Baird Pranklin
= teneral Rosecrans directs that the two spies

if found guilty be hung at omoe thus placing beyond the poseibility of

Porrest prefiting by the information they have gained,
Frank 8. Bond
- ¥a jor and Aide da
renklin June $<10130 .
To General Qarfield, Chief of Etaff P s

The men have been fried found ilty
and exeouted in complisnce with your order.J«P,Baird.Col Omndiﬁ Post.



Thursday-June 1l-The great event of this day was the arrival eof
Eajor Wil Paymaster who proceeded %o Mand out our wages from Marsh lst
%o May lst,

Friday Juge 12«This day was obemfved as & genersl holiday by common
econsent to allow us all the opjortunity to squander our greenbboks, The
town of Murfreesboro was overrun with blue ocoats anxious to invest in
whatever enabled $hem "to eat and be merry." A large crowd was alse
attracted to the Gallows where it was reported several sples were to be
hung but for some reason there was no sxeoution. After wa iting a long
time and indulging in the circulation of all sorts of idle rumors the

orowd dispersed bery much dismppointed.
S8aturday June 13-8n order is received from General Rosesorans that

all soldiers who have been irregulerly parocled, that is parcled on the
field of battle and relesssd, shall report to the Provost Martial General

end by him be sent to & Pn role Camp %o await exchange,
Sunday June lé=fis lesern that General Rosecrans within a few days

past has aalled & council of officars to dsaide whether to adwvanes wmwpon
the snemy at once or ammit further preparations, He was sustained in

his policy of deley which is ocontrary to the advice and wishes of the
authorities at Washington, The renk and file are willing and anxious

ts end the monotony of six nonths insctivity by breeking up our eawmp
"‘“&h& out to meet the enexy.

¥onday June lB-Genersl Roseorans has reduced the prices of the
Louisville and Nashville daily newspapers from 10 to § otes and the
woeky Leslie Harpersmnd Waverly from 30 to 15 ots. Thie is very kind

on his part but it has ocut off our supply entirely as no one ean be

found to dietribute them at these reduced {iiily.

Tussday June 16- We found thie to be the hotiest day of the season

and all who took part in the frill suffered grestly from the heat. %he

Reciment is oxercised in Battalion drill twc hours esch norning and



end Brigade drill three hours eash afternoon. Most of the movemsnts
are exesubted in quisk or doublequisk tima,
¥edneaday June 17=Cahplain Decker has obtained leave of absemos bo
&° to Louis¥ille to express money for the soldiers to thair homes, This
will be the only safe way to dispose of our eash.
Thursday-June 18eAll the paroled men who have been exchanged were
sollected today and shipped %o Caxp Chase h¥3Wr Bonton Barracks ¥o.
PRSI R Regiwent eaptured ard parovhed at the Battle of Stone
Kiver were taken., They all departed wnwillingly and hope soon %o be

exchanged,
Priday-June 19-%Xe have been drilling so assiduously since we atepped

working on the fortification thet we are not sure the change has been
much to our advantage except that it is more in keseping with our idea of
military duby mmch s we dislike anything like drudgery it my becoms
necessary for us to dig any s hole in the ground for self proteetion

befors we get through with this war. ¥No doubt such work would be greatly
stimulated the the ™zip" of bullets about our ears. How often have we

regretted our neglesot to dig rifle pits during the night bsfors the battle
of Etone River. Wh=n we l2id flat in the open field the next morning with

& hail of bullets about us we realized too late how desiradle it is ¢
have holes in the ground when you nsed thom.

Baturday-June 20-Colonel ¥iller of the 20th Indiana essumed command
todey of our Brigade. ¥e has bdoan commnding a Brigade in snd nesar .
¥ashville for a year past arnéd has proven himself gualified for this positien
His eondust at the Battle of Bsone River won the respect and admiration ef
officers and men of his present soremnd. He relisves Colonel Hose of the

77th Pennsgylvania who has been in commrnd of cur BErigade since the retore=
ment of Oen, Dodge. He becams very umpopuler in our Brigade and we have &

been hoping all the time there would be a change of ecumanders before we
suter an another campaign.



Sundey June 21-0Our Chapluin being absent we had no religicus exer-
eises today and spent the day gquietly in our quarbters those of us who
did not belang to & detail of BCO men for pleket duty,

Mondey June 22-At last we sse preparations for the advanoce of our
Army and we expeot stirring events after our prolonged season of in-
eotivity., It is high time for the Army of the Cumberland to do something
for the good of our Country. Orants Army in the West has the Vity of
'Yiohbnrg and Pembortons Army in its grasp and will soon sompel its tnr-
render. Meads Army in the Rast is eattempting tc pmoﬁt Lee from inved-
ing Pemmsylwania. Here in the Center we are confronting Braggs Army of
45,000 with our Army of 68,000, Bragg has the adventage of position a
strong sutrenshed line extending from MoMinnville to to Columbiz along
the north bank of Dusk River, Dirsctly in front of us is a range of
abrupt hills which eannot be passed exoept through three Gaps mamed Liberty

Bellbuckle and ¥oover, These flaps &re held by Hardee Corps whieh will
doubtlase offer obstinate resistanse to our advance, It is prodable thet
Rosencrans will avoid a direct attack on these strengholds by a flank
movemsnt by which we may get in the rear of Braggs Army and foree him out
of his works to meet us in the open fields where our superior numbers
oan be made effective, Xf Braggs Army hae constructed fortifications as
formidable as ours they should be well nigh impregnable to direct attaok.
We hear that Tullahomm is his stironghold and there he will retire from
his advansed positions.

Tuesday June 23-¥We were all ready to move for-ard this morning but
our Corps snd the main portion of the Army remained quietly in camp while
Orangers Corps and a k rge detachment of Cawvalry advanced upor the left
of Bregg's Lh;-'-y. ¥e oould hear the skirmdishing resulting from the move-

ment and knew that our turn would soon eome, The possibilities of the

oswpaign before ues engrossed all our thoughte. As ueual there were



privates ready to inform us of every movemsnt in advance but as these
self appointed sommanders of imaginmary Brigades and Divisions failed %o
inform us in our last campsign that the ensmy would surpfise us before

breakfast we lacked confidence in their predioctions,

Wednesday June 24-A11 preperations having been mmde during the
night we wore ready early this morning when orders came to advanoce upon
the enemy. Willich's Brigade first filed out on the Shelbyville Pike,
Ponr brigade followed, then ceme Baldwins of cur Division, sfter which
Phil Shoridan's and Jeff. C. Davis' Divis.ons joined ranks to ours thus

constituting the Rirht ¥ing wunder commend of Genseral MoCuvok, onoce in

line we moved ovor the turnpike like e hige serpsnt with its head teo-
wards the enemywite outspreading fangs represented by a line of skirmigh=

ers ready to strike the object lying seross its path.

¥We had not proceeded very far until the irregular enapping of mus-
kstry announced that t he enemy's pickets were opposing our advance dut
the retired slewly seluting us from every point of eover with persistent
valor which delaysd but did not arrest our progress.. S8Six miles from
camp Eherldan and Devis deflected towards Millersburg leaving our our
Division headed towards Liberty Gap. As we advancod the enemy gathered
strength until our skirmishers encountered s resistance too wvigorous %o
be dispeslled, Willieh's Erigade then dsployed on both sides of the roed
while ours moved up to support it, We found a Brigade of the enemy under

General Liddle before us and our zkirmishers had to be heavily reinforesd
to dislodge and press him back to the emtrance of Liberty Gep where he
held his position at the siose of the day,

We passel through Liddie's ormp which

¥
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allow it €2 the enemy. When darkiness approsched our Brigade bdivouaced
en a hillside minus every artiacle of baggage not sarried on our backs,
Rain fell incessantly and wood beinf scarce we kept fires alive with
diffiouldy. Tt was my good fortune to secure a boulder partly imbedded
in the mud near our fire where I might eit with my chin resting on my
kmees lying domn wes out of the question. A rubber blankst partially
protected my body from the eold rain. Inthis position I tried to &ind
"sonsolation in the bélief that I would either be killed or cured of a
slow fever that had tormented me for more than a week,

Thursday June 25=The morning light discloaed a wretched camp occcupied
by & dripping dispirited soldiers serrching blindly for the miesing re-
quisites of & warn breakfast. As for my slow fever the rain washed it
entirely out of my system during the night having only s damp, Bungry
feeling, Although = narrow velley orly ceparated us from the enemy and -
all signs indioated tlmt we would bo ealled to oross it before the day
was over yet our present discomforts were so immadiate and pressing thst
our thoughts dwelt more upon them than the ocontingencies of battle.

About noon Willich's Brigade attempted to dislodge the enemy from
the satrance of Liberty Gap but did not meet with wucoess. We were held
in readiness to suvport this attack until 3 P. ¥. when an order eams for
= portion of our Brigede including our Regiment to advance which we did
promptly, Rushing down the hillside we passed around & spur at the foot
and found before us a levul field of growing corn nearly waist high and
beyond it the hills on either eide of the Gap whene the enemy concealed
his numbers in the brush. Our appearance on the scene attracted the
enemy's fire while we were forming for the charge. It was not our pur=

pose to waste time in making a show so before we had time to oonsider

what were cur surroundings the order was given and over the fence we
olembered into the midst of the young ocorn which toppled over before us

as grain before the reaper while behind us it ley orushed into the sof't



mud that recched our shoe tops. Not tender stalks of oorn alons toppled
over as we advanced - blue tmhnoandthlnwﬂlmﬂhldm
rich red blood added ita color to the picture of duolttion%mto whieh
that pesceful cornfield had been 80 speedily transformed. ﬁ whe wrought
this distruotion gave little heed to the doleful ploture at our backs as
we struggled forward. Our eyees were fixed upon the brush beyond the
field where the flash and smoke of musketry disclosed the danger linmse.
w sooner we reagh it and dislodge the enemy the fewer of our number will
be left writhing in the muddy fielde As we emsrge from the field the
smoke clsars away befors our eyes and we enter t':¢ ocover unopposed, Our
enexy is retreating towards the southern end of the Gap while we prepere
to bivousc on the hilleide of the stronghold we Mave won., But first
ecmes the duty of looking after our eomredes who fell with the toppling
eorn, ¥hres of our R:gixmt '.lp dead upon the field and twenty six are
wounded while the loss in our Division is two hundred & thirty one,
inocluding our Brigade Comsander seriously wounded, It was my sad duty te
search in the dariness for the body of s dead eomrade and help to bear it
saturated with a frightful mixture of bBlood and mud to the hillside where
we sonsigned it ¢to a hastily dug grave,

Friday June E28-~We remained last night in the position we had won ex~
posed to drenching rains and the apprechension of an atitack by the enemy
€0 recover possession of the Gap. We had no way to defend curselves from
the elements but kept ocur guns and equipments within reash for fnstant
use against our humen fos, As soon as the morming light diseclosed ocur
pickets toc the enemy thers was & lively exchange ¢f mmuaketry which slaek-
sned somswhat when no disposition was shown by either side to advanee and
finally subsided, Late int the aftersoon our Regiment was posted on the
pieket lins and during the night orders wers given us to prepare for an
imediste advearne which were aftermards ocountermanded so far as our Brigade

we s concerned bpt the remeinder of our Division mmved sway.




¥hile our portion of the sarmy made no ag-ressive xmovement during
the day owing to our sdvanced position and the pessibility of concektrated
attack by the enemy, the Corps of Thomas and Crittenden floundered all
day through mud and weter toward Pairfield nnd Menchester presenting e
battle front of five =iles, and skirmishing heavily with a sullen but
retiring foe, Rain fell in frequent heavy showers deepening the mud
and swelling streams already well nigh impassible,

{ Saturday June 27«The denger of stteck appeared so immm imminent

that we po.use'd the night on the picket 2ine in almoxt slecpless vigilance
which proved to be unnecessary as the anemy had stolsn gquietly awy frem
his position in our front te concentrate in front of Thomes who was thres-
tening his flank. As soon as the enemy's absence was discovered our Reg-
iment was withdrawn from the ?’1010-1: line and joined our Division and Corpe
on the march to support Thomee., Our route lay aoross the country east
through Millersbutg over roads and through fMelde impassable to loaded
wagons. The waight of satureted elothing and mud adhearing to our fest
and lege imosded our march and ¢t:xed our emdurance toc the utmost. At
noon we were delighted to reach the ¥enchester ™kke whioch was in good
sondition, Ye followed it to Deach Grove where we found our baggage
wagone parked and for one night we enjoyed the luxury of tents to protect
us from the frequent reins. We learned that Wilder's Cavalry Brigade Yfad
deshed into Manchester and that Rosecrans had estsbliszhed his head-
querters there,

Sunday June 28<. rest of half a day was allowed us but when we moved
out of eamp about noon it was in the =midst of a heavy shower and for the
next twelwvs hours we floundered through rain and mud as far as Duck River
near Wenchester. It was midnight when we broke ranks very tired end
balf starved just in tine to &dge an approaching storme. It ems my good
fottume with & corwmde to find a shelter in €M kitshsn of a house near

by whore we stowed oursclves under a table on the bars floor to sleep with



an overwhelming sense of somfort and security. During the day Ninty's
Brigade of Cavalry supported by Mitehells Diviszion of Infantry attesked
Wheelers Cuavalry st Shelbyville sapturing his Artillery and BOO prisoners.
Wiscler himself escaped by swillling Duek River with the remminder of

his command,

Morday June 29-Remmined in camp all day with nothing té do but sub=
mit 'bo‘;gﬁting wet, as often as it reined which required no effort and
“%hen to dry- out which did require efforts nnd monotonous ones too eon=
-1d¢r#n; the number of timesz we had %o repeat the process.

h find oursslves in rear of Thomms' Corps near Manchester a tewn

of about 30 houses badly seattered,
‘Rosecrans is here concentrating for an attack upon Bragg's strong-

hold at Tullahome or a flank movement to foroe him out of ite Our Cavalry
l.ppruehod within two miles of Tullahoms during the day.

' Tussday June 80-Whiie our Division remeinsd inactive except to battle
ﬁth almost incessant reins, we watched with painful interest the pro-
digious efforts of the various other Divisions to reach positions desig-
m‘ed by General Rosecrans for a csombined movement upon Tullahomm, The
foads are swiming with mud cnd growing worse while Artillery and Ammunition
wagons are being dragged to the front, 4 lot of pontoons, on wegons, &o©
necessary in erossing streams are apparantly hopelessly stalled here,
Mge wagons are all ecnsigned to the rear as luxuries not needed in
this campaign, Three oloments are indispensible: cannon, ammunition and
man and thess must be gotien through mud and ssross swollen streams if
within the limit of human achievement. It appears as if ¢the limit must
be reached befores we are in position %o stimck successfully, Nen and
horses are dripping with wmter bespattered with mud hungry and exhausted,

” result of light rations, incessant labor and the lack of everything

nesessary to comfort or rest,

. Wednesday July 1-This morning opened bright and cleer so our spirits



rose accordingly. Orders, momantarily expected, same about noeon for

our Division,,to move into position so we marshed out into the muddy
road in the direstion of Tullahome but as the rain had csased and the
sky slear we moved with more cheerfulness than when weighed down with
dripping elothinge. Our progress during the afternoon wes extremsly slow
but we kept on by the lihgt of the moon after the sun had set, and eon-
trary to our sxpestations we did not sh¥pgemtil we marched fairly inte
‘Tullahome & little after midnight,

Thursday Jvly 2- We laid down {o slesp the balance of she night,
within the mmssive fortifications which the enemy had taken six months
%o oonstruct, We were too mush exhausted %o fully realire the unexpec-
ted good fortune of such a peaceful entrance to the great stronghold se
fornidable to our fanoy during these six months of reflestion and dis-
cussion, Our eolumn was not the first to shéer. On e of Thomas' Brigade
preceded our's a few hours, We found that Tullahoms had been abandoned in
such haste that larsze quantities of provisions and ammmition were left
behind while k rger quantities had been destroyed. B8even 32 pound guns
ramained in position but spiked, also a number of tents. A few citizens
remnined who very willingly took the cath of allegiance. In the midst
of our fancied security we were suddenly surprised by the rapid explosion
of shells mear the depot and for & short time immgined we were sattacked
but presently learned that the explosions were saused by the earelessness
of & soldier who ignited & quantity of loose rowder and shells resulting
in the desth of two solidiers and wounding of several others,

Ouyr Division remained to ocoupy Tullahoma while Davis' and lhorida.n;
Divisions of our Corps were hurried off in pursuit of the enemy retiring
towards Chattancoga,

Friday July 8=These Divisions found the ensmy's Cavalry on the south
8ide of Elk River at Rook Oreek Ford drove then sway orossed and csontiomued

the pursuit as far as Cowen where pursuit was ebandoned on acoount of



wretched roads swollen strenms and meareity of ammunition and provigiens,

Baturday July 4=It iz hard for us to realize that after six months
of preparctions ocur first step towurde Tullahoma was made ouly ten days
ago and yet todey it was ap very quiet that even the "Glorious Fourth”
failed to disturd our seronity. The only ccourence worthy of mention wss
& national salute of 356 guns st noon by the 20th Ohio Batterys

ﬁmt 8o much has been accmplished in such & short time with sc little
bicodshed must be attributed to the brillient stretegy of Gen. Rose-
orsns, Consider what was before us ten days ago.e An Army not greatly
inferior in number to ours wel)l supplisd with provisions srmunition and
trt;llery in a chosen poaition guarding the only accessible gaps in a
range of abrupt hills otherwisze inmcoessible protected by a Mp river
with marshy banks enéd operating from & stronghold made almost impregnable
by six months labor, These difficulties appeered great enough in ordinary
ﬁ%ar but when we encountered extrserdinary hesvy rains every day
of the campaign and roads becams muddy eanals and streams raging torrents
our task beoame dpubly diffiocult and we can only wonder that Roseorans
wes able under these unfavorsble ciroumstances to move us about in suah
a threatening menner that Bragg has abandoned Middle Texnnesszee and
apparantly will only feel uéurﬂ when he has found lodgement bshind the
Cumberland Wountains end the Tennessee River at Chattanooga.

Sunday July B-Faving no Chaplain to return thanks for us to & mer-
ciful Providensce for the preservation of our lives we were left free to
observe the day us we pleased. Probably very few prayers were uttered
but surely sany hearts were {illed with thankfulness which inspired a
quiet observence of the proprieties of the day.

Monday July @8=-Cheering news from Washington ocomes in a telegram
frow the Smta_ry of War to Genersl Rosecrmns that Jee's Army hag been

defented at Gettysburg Pn. thus ending tho evasion of & northern state



which ws the cause of great slarm in $he north and of great rejoicing
in the South, As = result of this news our eamp resounded with joyous
songs and laughter, We again ventured to prediot an early end ¢to the

wer, & prediction thet none would have made during the k st six months

for fear of the scoffs nf his comredes,

Tuesday July 7-Another dispetch from the Secretary of War to Gen.
Rosecrans armounces the surrender of Vicksburg on Julyd 4th, No further

" particulars given,

Our spirits are now raised to t=e highest pitch. Al}] are anxious
to go forward and have it out with Braggs Army in the hope that & vistory
now on our part will practically end the Rebellion but however much we
may wizxh it we oannot move very soon to roads are too bad l!:tdl supplies

of =1l kinds ¢too scarce. $8alt pork and hard oreackers are almost ss hard
to get as phee and sakes in our echoolboy days and taste just as good.

Re erespat; out on plaket before breakfast with empty haversacks. Ogr
suppy train is not far away but a great gulf of mud intervenes which must
be foorudroyed" before our wagons ean reach us,

Wednesday=July B-Fe hsar very 1ittle from the two Divigions of our
Corps which went Pff in pursuit except tiat they halted on Elk River %o
awmit supplies. VWhile the Infentry is remaining as far as we ocan learn
our Cavalry appears to be sotive judging from the numerous squads of
prisoners they piok up and send bsock %o our oare daily.

Thursday JulyB-A prolonged whistle of the locomotive awoks us last
night from our dreams acd we responded with a faint cheer in recognition
of the fact that the oracker line was omoe more opsn. ¥e arose early
%o eatch & glinpse of our friend the “iror horse™ and greeted him with
enthusiashdstio demonstrations, Several trains srrived furing the day
and in oonsequence our rations are visibly increased,

Friday July 10-The telegtaph announces that Morgen hse erossed the

Ohiec Biver with 11 Reziments and 3 Batteries emd 4s meking his way North
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the end be of advantage %o us, by awakaning our people %o the necessity
of sustaining the army instead of wasting their time i{n Copperhead
meetings.

Saturday July lle=Blackberries being plentiful the Surgeons reccrmend
that wo be arilowed to sat fresly of them on acoount of their medicinal

value but th e unpicked berries ere in patohes beyond our pieckst line,
s dangerous iooality, ®0 we are required to go out in squads with arms
‘under obarge of an officer. It was my turn today to go with a squad of

thirteen under charge of the Quartermmster, Our number was unlucky but

2ot 80 our expedition for we found ell berries we oould eat and returned
undisturbed with a suprly for our comrades.

Sunday July 1BeLieut Col Van Tassel haz returned to the Regiment
hniing recovered from the wound ir his amm recsived at Stone River,

_ 'Adjt. Leav tt received netice of the acceptance of his resigmtion.
Attended Divine Service in the evening.

Konday Kuly 13- Prisoners eontinue to arrive from the front prin-
oipally dissatisfied T;nnsuasuant and Kentuckisns who object to the
manner ': whioh Bragg has abandoned their States. A eompany is being
organized here from the ranks of such priseners and desertsrs.

Tuesday July l4=Heavily laden treins of provisions and other suppliese
pass this place daily on the railroed destinsd for the troops in front
who are suppbsed to be ococupying a line dlong Elk River sround and mesr
Pefherd and Winshesters

Wednesday July 16«The report of the Capture of Port Budsom is cene
firmed, We expeotod this event after the fall of Vioksburj. Sherman
is reported as having defeated Joe Jghnson snd oceptured 2,000 prisanerse

The Rebel General Vorgan continues the destruction of railroads and

other property in Indiana and Ghio, wikk the Militis of those statss in
hot purguit,



Thursday July 18-Disgraseful riots in New York City have besen pro=-
gredsing sinee July 15th in opposition to the Consetiption Awt. The
building ocsupied by Officerz engaged in oonducting th¢ Druft was assaul-
ted and burned. The military and police sare unable to guell the rioters

who are imcreesing in number, /A Brigade of Veterans from the Army of

the Potommo oould scon restosxeorder if their presence becomes nesessary.
- Priday July 17«=The town of Tullahoma is rupidly mcruling in im=
" portance and business. Butlers are coming in droves with their goods to
tempt the soldier who has just received his pay for the Peymasber is st
work in owr Division distributing crisp new greenbaoks that have a tene
denoy to burn the pockets of the average soldier until exohanged for
lmethiig that will burn the stomach. Such as brandy peaches, .-
Baturday July 18=A written dispatch from Department Headquarters was
ﬂoei;ud late last night thet Charleston has surrended - based on reports
from Rebel deserters.

Bunday July 19=Day pessed more quietly than usual. Ghaplin Decker
-delévered a sermon in the evening.

The bridge over Elk River was completed on the 13th but there are
no indications of any forward movement on our parts Sheridans Division
is sngaged Iin repairing the travk as €ar as Brigdeport on the north bank
of the Termessee River niles balow EBhettanooge.

While our infantry columms are quiet the Cevalry under @ensrel Bganley
are scouring the sountry through Eorth Alabame using Huntsville us & bese
of opsrations. They have had sevorel running fights with Forrest's
Rebel Cavalry and sucoseded in bringing into camp large numbers of horses
mubes oattle sheop prisoners and negroes, ¥Yhe latter are the lesst dese
irable for while they represent a certain amount of labor withdrawn from

the fields that furnish subsistonce to the Confederate Army, they add

oapacious mouths to be fed with -ur scanty retions.

Mondey July 20ePhe rio% in New York City has besn suppressed by the



the employment of a large military force afber the olty had deen in the
hands of a lawless mob four days during whieh time & great amount of
property wms destroyed and many lives lost., The drafting of reocruits
for the army is now being condusted &t the point of the bayonet,
Tuesdey July 2leAbout ten P. H. & dispatch was received from Gensral
louoz\ﬁl that Johm Morgan with all of hil command but 400 men had been
osptured in Ohios Our Colonel mt once cormunieeted the good news to
' those who were awaks and presently it had spread through the quarters
sleepers were awmakened and the busy lum of conversaticn sucoecded the
usual stllness of the hour, We attach great importance to the disastrous
result of Morgans ruid as it would seem 60 disecuregs future invasions
of the NOrthern States following ss it has the defeat of Les's Army in
Peanaylwenia,
Wednosday July 22«The report that Morgan has be-sn eaptured is mot
confirmed, He is still at large with a portion of his commndl hunting

& hole through whieh to0 erawl but his ehief offieers Basil Duke and
Diok Eorgan are prisoners in our hands,

Thursdau July 23=We hear that Grant is clearing away the enemy from
thk banks of the Missigsippi River., The Rk test news from his quarter is
that he has compblled the evacuation of Jackscn the eapital of Pesisaippi
thus forsing the Confederutes baok into the interior,

Lee has retreated with his disheartened army south of the Potomac
and doubtless will be ecntent to resume the defensive teotios neocessary
to preserve Richmond from eepturs,

Prmy. Ruly 24-The Christian Commission has fitted up & room in
Tullahoma where religious books and papers are provided for the soldiers.
A visit there today disclosed a large number of soldiers attentively

reading while others were borrowing books and papers $o ocarry to thelir
tents,



Baturday July 285-We are glad 40 note that the railroad has been
repaired as far as Briggeport and the first trein run through to that
point today, whish will smable our golumns to gather sleser around Chatt-
anooga our next objective,

Bunday July26-Intell igense was received today of the death of
Brigidier Generazl Bdward H. Kirk at Chiecago on the Rlst inst, He was
" taken to that city %o have the ball which he received at Stone River ex-

tracted from his body. He 4id not long survive the opermtion, Eis loss
is sinoerely regretted by his old Regiment., His death bBrings %o my mind

a hercis picture -~ a noble figure en horseback leading a handful of men
inte the middle of an open field to meet any army. He fwoll with more
than a hundred brgve men of his own beloved Regiment - all sacrificed
in & vain attempt to chesk twanty thousand assailants by interposing
$hree hundred and fifty defenders. Also received news of the capture
of John ¥organ and remsinder if his band in Ohid.

Tuesday July 28~

Saturday Augy l-Letters from homs relate much excitement regarding
the fraft, Te who are already in service sonsider consoription a glerious
thing so do old men, wormen, ehildren and eripples bdut able bodied men
who want to stay at home, and ssoepially "Copperhsads” are very much
exercised in spirit, Owr ranks need recruiting if not by willing volune
tesrs then b unwilling eonsoripts,

Sunday Aug 2<The late order of the War Department authorizing re= |
enlistment in the Veteran Corps is exeliting muoch interest and discussion
in samp. A bounty of $402 is offered to such men &s have served not lou?
than ngne months who desire %o re-enlist for three years longer. A large’
nusber have expressed a willingness o re-enlist under theze terms,

Thursdey Aug 6-In msoordsnoce with the Presidents Proclamation this

day was observed in thanksgiving and prayer four our vietories. All un~



necessery business in camp was suspended and Sutler Bhops and stores
elosed. Our Ohaplain preached to the Regiment in one of the eity churches
which we have proclaimed from use as & rebel storshouse. It boasts a

bell and spire so for the first tinme in our army experience we were sums-
oned t0 worship b y the musical tones of & church bell which found an
u-ho in our hearts to the awset refrain of "Home Sweet Home,®

Saturday Ag 8- Ordsrs %o prepare for the march are at last received %
but we are to amit ths arrival of ten days rations required o be carried,
This seems to indicate that we will leave the line of the railroad. %he
enemy is so far amay from us and there are such a diversity of routes ¢o

reach him that we are wnable to guess what plan has been adopted for the
campaign yet we have mny and various thecries to advooate or combat

in our discussions,

Sunday Aug $=Colonel A P Dysart received notice of the sofeptance

of his ﬂdpatimwm cn aocoount of the reduction of our
Regiment. It is the policy now of the Nar Department to reduce the
number of Officers as far as possible in proportion to the reduction in
rank and file or rather in muskets, The drafting of recruits to fill the
depleted ranks of the army has not resulted as yet in any acoession ®o our
Regiment -iatch is only one third its originel sige, dut we that remain
are sffeotive almost to & man, Ninetésn are reported today umfit for
duty but marohing orders will restore them to the ranks,

Monday Aug 10=An ofider from General Rosecrans directes that zll scldiers
desiring %o aprly for eommuissions in the eolored regiments now being ore
ganized must send their names at onoce to the"Board of Examiners”™ which
will decide the qualifications of applicants, Ths polioy of arming the
Blacks appeared so umpopular in our R giment judging from the discussion

evoked by ite adoption that 4%t waz something of & surpriss when & officers
£l enlisted men mmde application,



Tuesday Aug lleThe first movement indicative of the opening of the
campaign occourred todsy when General Mitchells Cawvalry Division broke
canmp end rode awey in the €irection of Bridgeport whieh ias our frontier,
Beyond that point Bragg is prepared %o dispute, our sdvance as an enoroe-
chment upon Chattanoogas which he eleims as his own.

Wednesday Aug lE~When an order ocame this morning for the Regt. to go
out on pieoket duty we seid "We won't pnpll down our tents defors another
‘day”™ but we see our preparstions for a great campaign repidly approaching

Al etion, KMo are stripping for the fight. An order requires us teo
forward ¢o Headquarters a liet of those who earmot endure hard sctive
service., These will De sollected from all the different Begimemts and
Sransported %o Louisvills to be formed into & Heserve Corpes for the proe
tection of our line of commumiecation a servics as important salmost as
that of olimbing the mountains to meet the enemy.

Thureday Aug 13=0ne Brigade of Grangers Corps passed our samp today
on 1ts way to the front, One Regiment the 40th Ohioc was left in camp near
ours, We bDelieve that 2 pertion of this Corps will nlicn our Division
80 that we my go to the front in time to take part in the first advance
&s our orders indioate, ¥e are raally anxious at least to bs sent into
Northern Alsbam whers we remsmber the orchards of deliciousfruit and
verdant fields of tender roasting ears upon which we feated last year,
What & disappointment iz in store for the farmers who believed we would
not return to devour their srops a seoond tims.

Priday Aug lé-

Saturday Aug 15«The plans of our Generils for a new oampeign are as
yet unknown to us but we can see from preparétions now deing made that a
long jourmey is before us and naturally ocur eyes are turned towmyd Chatt-
ancogs which was the objective of our movemsntz from Corinth last summer,
It iz a trifle discouraging to find after fourteen months the same stubborn

army and the same frowning mountains barring our passage to the 8Gatewny



of Georgis™ under cireumstances no more favorable to us sxcept that we
mve & new commander whose brilliant strategy ih passing tht strange
holds of Tullahoms inspirees us with the belief that somehow we will
ereep safely through the defiles of the Cimberland Mountains tc the plains
of Georgia,

S8unday Aug 16«The order to march while expected for scme days came
rather suddenly st 2, p.m, to be ready in two hours and promptly on time
"we marched out on the Winchester Pike over a level country dottéd with
gcrub oeks, The road was muddy from s shower the day previous, but never
414 we move forward with more boisterous good humor. Our “Wits™ wers in
their glory and every sally was greeted with shouts of laughter. One wes
s0 overocme with & prodigious effort to say something fumny that he stum-
bled and fell before completing the sentence whish action on his part was
more rediculous to us than his worls eoculd have proved, If any doudt
exists in the mind of Rosecrpns or at Washington ms to the issue of this
campaign it appears to have no place in our renks., We marched eight miles
and encamped in an opau field to the left of the rosd late at night.

Monday Aug 17=As the field of our bivoume wes empty at sunset last
night so 1t was empty st sunrise this morning for we had come and gone
while the shades of night brooded over it, We filed cut into the rosd at
4:30 A. ¥. and at m*—wmhomr & beautiful village pleasantly
looated and apparantly muoh more progressive than any of the towns near it.
Thers we bore off south east of the main roed toward the mountains over s
beautiful well eultivated sountry oovered with extensive fields of lux-
uriant eorn and many fine orchards of apples and pesshes, Halted at
8§ P, M. nexr one of these cormnfislds which furnished a plentiful supply
of roasting ears while the reil fence furnished the fires to soock them.

They were literally roasting ears for we wasted them in ths hot sshes with
the s'wsks, As for appetites we compassed the fields with our hunger.

Tuesday Aug l8=Marched at 8 A.W. over much the same eountry as yester



day exespt that it beocame mors mountainous as we advancsed. Reaching
Larkins Cresk in the afterncon we followed its ecurse ten miles crossing
and recrossing twenty times gany of the fords being three feet deep.

Our progress was exosSdingly slow and tedious on account of the wagon train
sheed which made more stops and gtarts than we sver experienced befors as
might be expeoted in a trail that never reached the dignity of a road the
bed of & creek sonstituting more than half of it. It was bad emough to
‘wade through the water and shake ourselves like wet dogs on the other side
but when & halt would suddenly arrest our progress in mid-stream~mmist
deep the situation became decidely embarussing for mimw oould tell whether
e start would be made in fifteen seconds or fifteen minutes so it was usu-
8lly better to stand and soak than to wadte our strength in seeking an
outlet where the ban, was diffieult to climdb the rosdwmay being filled ahead
and behind, As this watery ordeal ecntimued until almost mignight we

werex & sorry set of wretches when we halted ro spend the balanse of the

night as beet we could, An hour later a lot of drijping elothing was
dangling from a rril fence along the roadsids while in the coners we
were sleeping soundly in ouwr skin and under single blankets whish fortune
ately ths flood had not reached.nmBut not 21l were thoughtful emough o

seperute themselves from their wet clothing for the night, e mumber dropped
exhausted on the ground to aweke ere long shivering in the ohill mountain

uir whioh penetrated to the very parrow of their bones,
Wednesday Aug l9-When the bugle aroused us at daybreak ¢to get ready
for thse mrch we had to take down our washing before it ws dry and move

off at six o'¢lock with ths water ocosing from our shoss but we scon forgot
all about the ereskk when steep hills began to Wise before us snd now ine
@ of" 1dly waiting for the wagons tc move we had o move them our-

selves. For this purpose we were distributed in squads of ten or twelve

¢o sach wagon and worked so haed we and the mulas thet when we resched

the foot of the principel mountain &t noon, our mesters gave us a half



holiday before sttempting the ascent.

Thursday Aug 20-At 1)l A, M, wo started up the mountain rosd which
here ascends more than a mile almost perpendiocularly dragging our wagons
with us ten miles and as meny men to each wvshiole. We reached the top
in about two hours and there followed a road of white sand compartively
leve]l eight miles when we bivouaced fpr the night to sleep soundly in the
pure air on the erest of the Cumberlsnd ¥ountains.

Friday Aug El«We arose bright and cheerful as larks long defore the
. suns An esasy march of three miles brought us to the eestern slop of the
mountain which we descended into a fertile wvalley-the Sequatchie=scon
orossing thelCRR and ten miles further on resched Bellefonte less than
¢ mile from the Tennesses river where we encemped for the night having
sccomplished 17 miles, Here we are to await the arrival of the reminder
of our Divigion which we left %o struggle up the mountain side as we dide
twenty four hours to each Brigade working continueosly,/

Baturdsy Aug B2<While weiting for the remainder of our Division to
eross the mountains and resch the river cur Regiment has been detailed
as Provost Quards in B:llofmh with headquarters at the Court House.
The Adjutant has his office in a room where we found the records of
Jaokson County Ala., stswwn over the floor in such confusion as only mise
chievous soldiers oan creste, Many documents have been destroysd. We
oan imagine what malediotions will be invoked upon our heads when future
litigants depend on these missing documents to prove thair eases, ALl
the inhabitants except a half dosen families fled socross the river when
we approached but many will doubtless return,

Bunday Aug/23- Our march from Tullahoma to Bsllefonte was distinguie
thed by more boisterous good humor than any maresh of our experisnce elth=
ough our enthuziams was temporarily dampensd by Larkins Creek.

One of the ludicrous -imt;.murrsd when we stopped for dimner,

Qur guns were stacked and we s«t on our knapsaoks when the ory wes reised



"eoon Coon™ and in three minutes half the Brigade had gathered around

& tree locking up at & knot which was not a Coon, After the laugh had
subsided one of our boys appeared before Colonsl Dodp our Brigade Come
mander and asked permission to shoot & Coon. The Oclonel assented pro-
pscing to his 8taff to join the soan perdy and soon ‘Ihq were seen to
approach the tree and look with great interest for thu"{luinﬂ A grest
shout from the ranks dispslled the Golonels {llusicn so m retalistion
he immediatsly ordered "mareh* and led us such a lively pit that soon we
were too short of breath to ory "Coon" any longer. .

Monday Aug Ré~ ’

Baturday Aug !Q-I)ariﬁg ﬁu‘-d: .ﬁilt our Regiment ssocupied Bellafonrte
we restored order and many of the fugitive families were sneouraged to
return, It is always the sase that vhen our advance first enters a towm
there is a painful leck of diseipline end eonfusion for a short time reigns
supreme ewing to the fast that the inhabitants generally are missing and
their abandoned effects invite econfisostion. Those who remain alwg feow
in pumber are undisturded and in fact mmy snter at onss into a profitable

husiness of selling meals or pastry to their inveders. When the main
dody of troops arrives & Regimmt is detailed to met a & Provest Mewkixk
Guard ahd thereafter 1ife and property ars seouwre under strict military
rule,

8unday Aug 30-Leaving Bellefente at seven oclosk this morning we
marched out on the road to Shevenson a distance of 12 miles halting at

3 P.M, at Orow Creek within § miles of the town strangely snough almost

on the identical spot where we ocamped 15 months previous-onr mission the .
same seeking to pass through the Getsway to Georgis. Many of the o0ld bunk & }
e used were reoognized by those who had built them, :

¥ondsy Rug SleBarly this morning we mrohed rapidly three miles
%o the Tennessee River and crossed on & pontoon bridge 1200 feet in
length econatructed yesterday in the short space of four hours,



The enemy had been watohing for our atiempt to oross dut the End

Kentusky Cavalry entrapped the piokets sppoimbed to give the alarm.
When our Pioneers reached the river with their boets=gixty in number-

they saw the Rebel Picksts on the other side. Ons of cur Battsries was
stationed %o cormmand the erossing the boats were hauled into line with
an sllocated number of maen $o each and at a. given signal werw elid from

the wegons oarried to the water and launched, Ihen while some pushed with
long poles others etood in the boats with muskets pointing towards the

opposite ghore whe re the Rebel Piekets remmined quietly wetehing the

movement until the boats reached mid stream when their curiosity apparantly
being satisfied they retired in haste into the arms of the Kentuoky

Cavalrymen who had already forded the river in ¢twe detachments above and
below the erossinge Thus was accomplished the passing of one of the great

barriers to the Gateway without firing a shot,
Tuesday Sep/t.l1- We spent the day preparing for a long and diffieult

mrch aoross the mountains, Cur tents and sxtra baggage were packed on
wagons and sent to Ftevenson for storage, only one tent being allowed %o
The Pegiment, 8o anxious are ws %o lighten our loads that very few have
retained any clothing but what they sre wearing and one blanket preferring
a seanty wardrobe $o carrying a heavy pack over the mowmtains and at the
same time filling the position of “assietant mule™ b helping to dreg
baggage wagens and artillery over steep and rooky moyatain roeds.

Our pontoom bridge was thronged all day with the passcge of our
Division until this evening when ¥egley's Divisgion began erossing.

Wednesday Sept. 2-After all our preparstions yesterday we were sur-
prised this morning when our Brigade marched awmy at § e'clock on the
Twenton road leaving us behind, We soon learned that our Regiment has
been detailed for the responsible duty of defending this orossing from
poseible attacks by the ensmy who may seek to destroy our cormumicationses

polioy move feared by Roseorans than a direct attack wpon hie marehing



solumns, We were set &t work immediately to strengthsn eur position by
building entrenchments, The 2nd Ternnessee Cavalry was stationsd a ghort
distanse in our freont, During the day MoCooks Cavalry srossed to lead
the advans towerds Trenton.

Thursday Sept. 8= A deserter from the lst Kentucky(Rebel) Cavalry
came imto our eamp last evening and remined until this morning when he
was sent under guard to Séevenson, He says the Oonfederasy is a “"dead
‘dog"-that Braggs Arey is demoralized and will not risk a battle at Chatt-
anocoga and that the Termessee soldiers say they will desert in a body
if their state is abandoned,

This is the usmal picture drawn by the deserters but scarcely just-
ified by eircumstqnoes which appeer favorable to Bragg 4{f reports are
true that reinforcemsnts are joining hix from Mississippi and Virginia,
We hear of no reinforcemcrnts for us and nons promised, It is said that

Rosecrans begged Halleck at Washington for additional troops 4o protect
our flanks but the answer returned was an imperative order $o move at

onoce upon Chattanocoga,

Priday Bept 4=0ur army has succeeded in erossing the Termesses at
four points without oppositimn-Caperton's Perry, Bridgeport, Shedlmound,

Tenn, and Battle Creek, AS the river is oonsidered one of the great bdarr-
iers of our approsch to Chattanooga we are surprised $hat it has been
vielded without resistance at any point. Evidently Brugg has been deseived
by the demonstration of Orittendens Corps north of Chattancoga but if he

is not elreedy he soon will be aware that the two Army Corps of Thomas and
HoCook are marehing towards his railwmy communisations. We must pass anoe
ther barrier the mountains and there he must meet us or retreat, Our
orossing at Capertons Ferry is the most distant from Chatta nooga being

40 miless Roads such as they are diverge from here crossing Band Mountain
%0 several gaps in the Lookout ¥oumtein Range. Our Oorpz marched tee

wards Trentoz P26 miles distant a wery important Oup in the range.



Baturday 8ept S-len women and ¢hildren from the surrcunding ecuntry
and dsserters from the Rebel Army are continually coming to our Regiment-
al Beadquarters for passes $o cross the river. ThieFy two recruits came
in one squad on their wey té Béevenson to join an Alabers Union Regie
ment being organifed there numbering already 800 members.

Sundey Bept 6-At last accounts our Division had erossed Band Mounbein
with great difficulty building roads and dragging artillery and wagons
‘by the aid of double temes and ropes. It cccuplied Winstons Gap with Davis'
Division on the wsstern side of Lookout Mbuntain, Sheridans Divisiou-our
corps=crossed st Bridgeport and came within 12 miles of Winstons Oep.

Wednesday Bept 7TeThis day completes the second year of our service.
How our line has shortened ainoe we stood in ranks one thousand strong
anxious to rush to the front and capture ocur share of Rebels bafore the
way might end, Soarcely one third of those fisrce warriors remsin and
these are greatly tamed not over anxious now to rush into the fray but
w i11ling to take our place and maintain it wherever ordered.

Tuesday Bept Bef50 long & time has elapsed sinse pay-day and owr
Butler has been charging so much for his goods that most of our boys have
already consumed their allowance and oan get no further eredit so it ws
the expsoted that bappened immediately after “Tattoo" this evening when
the Sutler tent went down under the rush of many feet and the sontents
went off irn the grasp of many hands, There was but cne spectator the
Butler and he was 8o suddenly and so deftly rolled up in his eanvas that
when he emerged he stood like Casabiansa=all but he had fled and likewise
@1l his goods, All cther sosctators wers participents. Yhe silense that
followed this performance was painful for every man in the Regiment was in
bediaslesp in less than three minutes thsresfter., Tomorrow one may learn

how it all happensd = how the first line of raiders eut the ropes-the
socond eaught them and oircled around the sutler in = dizgy whirl with

the eanvas while the third and last eontingent grasped the spoils, These



will be eautiously distributed and devoured and empty unc.nnd bottles
buried or otherwise disposed of while the sutler will get a new stosk
and add hés present loss to his future pries.

Wednesday Sept/0-As far as ws oan learn our army $s grouped along
the western base of Lookout Hountain at the several OGaps where passage
oan only be effected, extending from a point -umH sox miles frem
Chattanoogs to Valley Head forty miles distamt., These Gaps must appear

‘%o Bragg like so many ret-holes which must ¥we stopped or his storehouse
will fall & prey to invaders, Can he hold Chattancoga and Xeep these
holes plugged at the same time?! "Nous Verrons®,

Thursday Bept 10=General Morgan comemnding at Bievenson seme over
this evening %o inspect the fortifiocations on which we have bsen working
so sssiduously., He reports that Bragg has left Chattanooge !mt it not
knewn whether he has retreated tewnrds Atlante or will attempt to throw
his army on our communigations whieh is our greatest fear, ¥s are required
therefore to hurry ouwr work with all pocsible speed and every man fit for
duty must either work on the fortifiostions or stand guard, The great
length and weakness of our lines of eommunieation are more appareat to
us than they are to the officials at Washington or they would not have
foroed Roseorans oontrary ¢o his advice tc advanes so far without support.
If the ofher orossings of the ?,messes are not guarded by a larger foroes
than ours it will not be diffioult for Bragg to sieze them. The necess~
ity of keeping up the effeotive fighting strength of our army in fromt
prevents Rosecrans from detaching more men %o guerd his rears

Friday Sept lleie wers gratified today to €ind the 80th Illinois
Regimont and a section of Bdgertons Battery pitching their camp on the
West bank of the river to assist uas in the building of fortifiocations and
guard duty, for really we ars hardly able to perform the duties thrust

upon usby the exsrgesncies of ths present orisis. Our camp being located



on low ground in the shade of heavy trees has proved dred;dfully unhealthl;
and the sick list has increased with alarming rapidity, We are now ordered
tc remove cur camp to the river bank where God's blessed sunshine we hope
will dispel malaria.

Eaturday Sept 12«ife learn that our comrades of the 92nd Illinois
rounted infentry belonging to Wilder's Brigade were the first to disoover
that Bragg has left Chattanooga. BRosecrans on reseipt of this information
'balioving that Bregy was hurriedly retreating ordered all his eolumms to
advance immediately in vigorous pursuit. In attempting to oarry out this
order our ocommander soon diseovered that they did not have a flying enemy
to deal with but a campact army sonocentreted at Layfette and prepared to
assault eitherone of our isolated corpse.

SundaySopt 13=-We soarooly knew this was Sunday so hard did we have
to work on our defemses, stimulated as we are by rumors of Ce valry reids
by the enemy to destroy our communieations whils our army is penned ip the
mounteins its several columms unable to scmmuniocate with or help eaeh others

Monday Sept 14-The only news we get now is from Chattenooge whioh
is cocupied by a portion of Crittendens Corps. As for our own sorps
{MoCooks) bt is away on tho extreme right of our army farther from Chatte
snooge than is Bragg's Army, which in fact esoxfronts Thomas Corps £n our
senter. It is pozsidle to concentrate our army under such circumstances?
Beaven, ohly knows,

Tussday Bect. 15-The sowmtry people eontinue to apply to us for passes
%0 oross the river and make their way into Tersusee or Kentuoky. Many
of tham beg for something to eat az they have bssn robbed of food by
friend and fos. All elaim to be Unionists but we know they are mot, Ail
%0 be trusted=The resl Unicnists are suffering greatly. One instance
among hhmy is that of the wife of & soldier inus Union Tennsssee Regiment.
Bhe oame to us with a bade in her arms having wilked five miles.. Two

other schildren waited at home without food for her return, After pro-



ocuriag nor pass sne wWuaged through héat and dust to Btevenson
three mides further., We have given all our surples rations to these
suffering people and our Major has applied for authority %o issue mations
in extrems oases of want,

Wednesday Sept 18-Many conflieting rumors reach us from the front,
o battle hms yot ooccurred bu t the Cawalry Brigedes of Minty and Wilder
have had several skirmishing, as these coxmands are depended upon to

-2ind out what the enemy is doing and they have discovered by the resistence
encountered that Bragg is not at all disposed to retreat but rather ¢o
take the offensive againe$ our unsupported columms,

Thu#sday Sept 17-At midnight the monotony and suspsnse of our position
at Caperton's Ferry was broken by an order to move our Pontoon Bridge to
Battle Cresk sighteen miles nesrer Chattancoga. There was urgent necessity

for haste-the order stated =go we all assizted the pontooniers in stowing

all the plank and timber in the boeats and then taking sharge of them six
men %0 each boat to row them up the river., ¥e soon grew tired of this
leboricus work and therefore hailed with delight a suggestion to use our
shelter tents for sails a8 the wind began to blow strongly up stream,
Presently & flest of forty sail was scudding before the breezs but before
we reached der destination ths wind died mway so that our appearance wms
not nearly so imposing when we passed Bridgeport as poles and oars had
taken the plece of swelling sails. Our cheers died away with the wind
we found wes had no breath o spare in our struggle with the river ecurrent,

Firday Bept 18«Spear's Brigade of Tennesseeans from Jasper were
waiting at the mouth of Battle Oreek for the arriwl otf".our pontoons iz
order to cross the river, We eoon had the bridge ready when they crossed
on their wey to the front. ¥s sre now about twenty miles distant from
Chattanooga.,

From sur point of view our army ie buried in the mountaing that intere

pose botwoen us and the open valley(Sequatchee) south of Chattancogs where

I



Bragg {s manouvering. But we know that owr columns muat be struggling
with the natural difficulties that separate them mountain roads in-
socceseible under ordinary cireumstanscses must be traversed with ha gage
trains and artillery before their concentration oan be sffeoted,

Saturdey Bept.l9-Femcrossed the bridge and leid out easmp at the ecas-
tern end this morning. A large white housse with many outbuildings the pro=
perty of ™Skedadled Secesh™ drew cur attention &8s soon as we broke ranks
-and a dreadful raoket scon indicated that the work of demolition hed begun.
Boards and timbers and doors %ook themselves legs and jagged into oamp to
to be thrown into heaps ready for the buildérs use and when the original
bulldings were stripped to the ground they mpf:mad as shanties the
size of peg-pens-not bsautiful to look upon but ch so soxfortable to suzmer
olad soldiers exposed to shilling mountain winds,

Our piekets report eannonading all day

did not hear or at least did not notice in ecarp owing to the din of buildig
ing in which we were engaged.

Sunday Septe20-¥e wers sc much absorbed in the eompletion of our
6abins and especially in finishing our fire places and echimmeys so that
we could warm them with chedrful fires that we failed to rodofpize the

day es sunday or to notice the faint echo of cannon which our pickets
sgein report eontinued all day without cessation but now that our building

is sompleted we are at leisure to reflect upon the oonsequences that may

follow a battle of two days duration mo plainly indicated by the contine
uous firinge At last sccounts a battls appeared irminent and we oan

only hope that our army was prepared for the contest., Darkness now hides
the intervening mountains from our view and doubtless has ended the roar

of musketry and camon for no sound is ocarried to our ears but in insge
ination the "Field of Bhiloh" is reproduced bsyond the mountains in the
thousands od dead end wounded which we know must be lying on the field

of battle has ruged two days as we fear,

¥onday Sept 2l-During the night ordera came that we must hold our



bridge et all hazards =o we turned out ar daybreak to build fortifi-

eations. This order iw very disquieting= it almost foreshadows the dsfeat
of our army and a poassible retreat actoss the Tennessee River, If we will
soon have an opportunity ¢to distinguish oursslves in d#fending our poat,

A greet battle hasz been fought but rumore are confliocting that we kmow
nothing about the result. ¥We cannot help wondering while busily engaged
with Ipiak and spade whether the first to arrive from ths scene of sction
will wear the blue or the gray, The 3rd Ohio and one seotion of Bdgertons
Battery Jjoined us today and the Pionsers in charge of the pontoons 140 in

number are alsc under arms. Gesn. Morgan at Stevenson again repeated his
orders that we muat hold the bridge.

Tuesday fSept. 22- The first tangible evidence of a battle came today
with the arrival of our wounded on their way to Rridgeport, on foot or inm

wagons end ambulances, OQur osmp soon becams & hospital while our surgeon
end his assistants dressed the wounds of many who had received no attentiom,
In the midst of our labors eame ancther order from Oen. Morgan to remove

our guarters to the west bank on a scount of an expeoted attack, This

looks ag if our retreat hasz really befun, Ve ocan get but little conscletion
from the wounded who left the field during the first days engagement. They
all say the enemy ltta.clcod in superior rugpbers swesping around our flanks
and in meny oases reaching our resr causing cur men to lose ground eontine
ually until night interrupted the conflibt. Our Right Wing was badly broken
and disorganiged. Some of the wounded assert that our army cannot be
drivea back any further while others say it will soon be besieged in
Chattancoga 4{f not slready sonfined there.

Wednesday Rept 285-A member of our Brigade just arrived from the front
entertained us with a graphic sscount of the battle. He says: aftesr

leaving Capsrtons Perry we marched out on the Trenton road over Send
Mountain $0 Alpine whers we sncamped, The distance wae only 25 miles

butconsumed several days as our wagons snd artillery h=d to be édragged wp



the steep mountain sides. While waiting for all our corps to some up

we heard that Bragg hed ebandoned and was falling back on Atlanta or Fome,
Our Corps was ordered to intercept him on the road to Rome but on attempp
ting %o do so we found the enemy directly in front of us in strong ferce
and mot only that but we were isoldted from the other co umns and sub-
jeot to immediste attack by the entire Confsdsrate Army General Moloeok
waited anxiously three or four days ¢o hear from (eneral Roseorans when
"the summons et last reached him %o join General Thomes in the Center whers
& battle was imminent. General MeCook placed himself at the h-;.d of our
Division and Davis' and began the toilsome aseent of the mountain at
Winstons Gap lesving Sheridans Division in sharge of the trains. We foll=
owsd a mountain roed $o Stevens Gap end there desconded to Crawfish Springs
and bivoumoed on the night of Beptember 18th. The next morning we were

hurried away in the direoction of Chatbtancoga following the sound of musketyy
and artillery which indicated to us that a battle wes .in progress, A

rapid and exhausting merch of 12 miles brought us tc the soens of sstion
&t 1 P, ¥, near Kellys house on the LaFayette road where Brannan's and
Bairds Divisions were fighting against odde and were being pressed bask,
A rest of ten minutes was allowed us after our arrivel on the field and
then our Division was thrown against the enemy, e rushed forward with
cheers-our Brigade passing through the ranks of Hazens Brigade. The
Oonfederate line gave way ané fell backx about m nile when we were halted
b y orders as we had noe suppert for our flanks, There we held our position
until § P. M. when the firing ceased in our front but contimued on our
left, W¥e all supposed the bloody work of the day gas ended when dariness
hid surrounding objeots from ocur view but suddenly we were ensiroled with
& line of fire flashing from the enemy's guns almost in our very faces it

appeared, All we oould do was to throw ourselves flat on the ground and
enswer flash for flash while Bullets fairly seethed over our hesds,

Thus for an hour our Division and two Brigades of Beird's bore the bsunt of



an attack by Ché¥ham's and Cleburns Divisions and we held our position
although exhausted with the days marehing and fighting while these
Gonfederate Divisions had no% previcusly engaged. Than the enemy retired
we were moved back and bivousoced about 300 yards east of the Lafayette
road with Bairds Division on our left and Palmer'sReynold's end Bes man's
Bivisions on our right thus forming a line of defense crossing one ecorner
of Kelly's farmand the road just south of his house.

At daybreak we began to pils up logs and rails for brestworks in
w ioh work we were not disturbed by the enemy probably on ascount of a
heavy fog until after eight o'elock when skirmishing began and sontinuved
for an hour and then the battle burst upon us in all ite fury. Our brest-
works served us well for we were able to hold superior numbers in our
front at bay but eould not prevent the enemy's long line from overlepping
the two Brigades of Baird on our le £t and gaining access to the rear of
our fortifications. But here our Brigade as the reserve of our Division
aseisted by reserves of the other Divisions bloocked the snemy's path and
drove him back around the left of our line and ;:-.y from the lafayette
foad which he so muoch <desired to secure as er open routs to Chattanoogs,
Comparative quiet followed this repulse of the enemy but the roar uf
battle eontinued away to our right where in faot the Right Wing of our
army wes falling back in confusion even General Roseorans was on his wy
to Chattanooge to provide defense of our Pontoon dridges nt'Bridg-port
and Battle Creek believing that his entire army was shattered, He did
not know that five Divisions inoluding ours still held their position
under the irmediaste command of General Thomas nor did Thomas know of
disaster to the Right until he discovered the enemy approsching from the
direotion whence he expascted reinforocements. With the Right Wing his-

disposed of Bragp turned his attention to our five Divisions and at 4

Pe m, his lines of battle rolled upen us like great billows frem the
sea only to be shattered end fall bask for ancther attempt, We bore the



brunt for two hours longer elinging despermtely to our barrisades when
wo were brdered to withdraw fighting, We then lefttx our works and
retired slowly stopping at times to fire from the shelter 6§ trees and
ether obstruotions, but when wa reached an open ocornfileld we found it
swept by such a fierce fire of musketry and ertillery that we abendoned
all semblance of orginization and rushed ﬂemns as only those san run who
ixmagins they can hear the jaws of death smepping at their heelss But we
dnd hof forget to rally and reform our renks & short distancex beyond the
field and as the enemy 4id not pursus we marched baok to Rossville end
bivousced in line of battle in the new position mssigned us by General
Roseorans who there colleoctsd all that reamined of his army prepered to
resist the expscted advanoce of e enemy en Chatitanooga,

'rhurs&ay Sept/24.4n order from Colonel Bmith chief of Engineers direo=-
ted that immediately after the 2lst Kentucky Infantry had erossed the bridge
it should be taken up the 3rd Chic Regiment sent to Bridgeport and the
Battery to Stevenson. 8ix or aight ponvoons were taken from the east end
to prevent surprise and we waited until 11 p, m. when informtion was
recieved that the Kentuoky Bagiment had crossed st some other point. The
Pioneers then swung the pontoons to the west bank and the Onic Regiment
and Battery departed to Bridgeport and Séevenscn leaving only our Regiment
and the Pioneers in sherge of the dismantled bridge.

Friday Sppt. 26~ Conflioting reports from the front luep us in a eon=
dition of great anxiety, We eamot yet determine whether we have suffersd
defeat ir gained a questionable victory. Our army has withdrawn from the
battle field to Chattanocoga whioch stronghold was the prineipal objedt of

our oommumiocations. Reinforced as he has been from Virginia and Missiesippi
bis numbers must excsed ourdand therefors he mey be expected to assume the
offensive while we must be cantent %o hold our position if we ean until

we slso receive reinfercements,

S8aturday Bept/28-The movements of troops that omme under our obser=



wvation plainly indicates the unsertainty existing in the minds
of our Commanders as to the point of greatest danger for no soconer had
the 3rd Ohio and the Battery reached the places to which they were digse
patched day before yesterday tharn they were sent back by General Granger
so they rejoined us today. The bridge was also relaid and two heavy guns
dragged over with great difficulty as their weight threatensd to sudb-
merge the ~ontoons.
; Sunday Sppt B7- A eitisen ¢his evening informed us that a faroce of
Rebel Cavalry was ap-roashing our post from the opposite side of the river,
Our pickete were doubled and Company F sent to guard & ford three miles
above were it was reported the enemy would oross,

With our main army orippled and sonfined to the defenses of Chatta-
coga we retlize that Brageg has many opportunities to dash upon the mmller
detaciments at isolated points along our line of occzmunication, and we
ere surprised that we have escaped $hus far, Perhaps we owe our immunity
to the fact that the snemy is quitc as badly crippled as wa are,

Monday Bept. 28eAn officer from Chattancoge reports our army oconfined
to the environs of the city while Breggs army extends in a semi-circle
from the river sbove to the foot ef Lookout Mountein whers it abuts the
river delow, His tents whiten the side of Mission Ridge by day and his
many capp firee gleam in one unbroken chain frog river to river at night,
A Battery on the highest point of Lookout fires ooccessionally but without
offect. A signal station at the same point overlooks our samps conveying
orders and reporting movements. His plokmbe hold the {oct of the mountain
at the waters edge and command beth rallroed snd wagon rosd ccmmmieating
with Bridgeport thus foraing our supply wagons to cross the majntains and
enter Chattansoge from the north with a distance of sixty miles while the
distance by the obstructed road is not more than twenty., Rations are al-

peady reduced and Heaven only knows how long our army oan be fed by these



Tuesday Sept 29-Fave they forgetten us at Washington? is s question
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often repested but not satisfaotorily answered during the last month,

We found ourselves thrurt into mountain wilds dar from our base of au:pplics
wihtout any support from our ammies in Nississippi and Virginia which
remained inactive while the enemy withdrew large detechnments of his vet-
erans from those sections to hurl them upon us at Chieameupga showing very
-plainly tiat Bragge Arry was nor forgottem at Richmond, But today we
learned that ¥ shington has at last awakened to our nesds. A Battalion

of the 135th Rerulmrs from Memphis passed our camp enroute te Chatitanoogs
end gave us the cheering newz that one of Orants Corps is marching from
Vicksburg to our relief and that (General 3herman and Staff had accompanied
the Regulars as far as Corinth,

Tednesday Sept 30=We were startled this afterncon by a loud explosion
and looking in the direction of Bridgeport saw a dense oolumn of white
amoks rising far in the eir. A large pile of an unition had exploded
killing 16 and wounding 30 men. The bodies of the dead were so mutilated
that their —essmetes oould not recognige them. They were engaged in wm-
loading the ammmnition from oars to be placed in wagons aud hauled to
Chattonoogs when ons dropped & percussion shell whish sxploded and set off
a huge pile in the wvicinitye

Thursday Oot l=The first rain for many weeks began to fall this more
ning and continued steadily all day much to the discomfort and delay of :
all the troops in our vioinity who were suddenly ealled out to meet Wheslers
Cavalry which had orossed the Tennessee River haeded for the mountainx
road betwoen us end Chattancoga where o r wagons loeded with precious

rations will fall & prey to the torch if the raiders are not driven awmy

in %ime. Our neighbor the 3rd Ohio and the Battery were hurried awsy
&%t noon following e large body of our Cavalry from Etevenson. It wes

not in the nature of old smoldiers to restrain their grumbling at the



faot of having to make a foroed march on such a éay as this after all
the fair weather of wesks past. But it is the Rebel General who has
set the pags and he must not be allowed to have his way or Genera]l Btare
vation will have his way in Chattmnooga, Our Regiment is again ealone
with the ontoniers in charge of the bridge.

Priday Oct. 2-Singe the departure of the troops in this vieinity
6o head off Wheslers Cavalry our Regiment has been kspt in line momente
';rily ready to repel an expected attaeck for it is considered probable
thet Wheeler if pressed too hard mey attempt to recross the river at our
station=It is reported t:at he has burned 300 wagons loaded ##th provis-
fons and shot or stampeded ths mules. If so our hungry boys in Chatt-
shooga will have to get elong with one or two ermckers lsss sach mesl.
Saturday Oot 3=-At midnight an order cems from Colonel Smith Chief if
Exngineers to send all pontoons to Bridgeport nol used at our orossing.
Bridges are to be relaid there for the orossing cf reinforcemsntznow
rapidly arriving. Shermmn is epproaching along the Memphis & Charlese
ton Railroad and Hooker with two oorps the llth end 12th from Virginie
%y the Louisville & Bashville R, R.

Sunday Oct 4=Aftsr t ree days of rain tho eir heas turned vaory oold
80 that we feel very sensibly the lack of heavy slothing turned over to
be stored in obedience to"light marching orders™ juzt before the battle
of Chiokamauga.

A big fire in fromt of headquarters iz the resort of efficers and men
from early dawn unti] midnight, Ko meil came intoday beoause it is said
that Wheeler captured it at MoMinnville mlong with valusble supplies.
This is not agreeable news for while it was bad emough %o have him des-
troy our wagons on the mountain road he can do much greater damsge mlong
the railroad where he now eppesrs to be operating.

¥ondey Oct 5-Fhile all our efforts have been dirested toward driving

the Confederate reiders away from our "ecracker line" an slement almost



as dangerous has appeared in our very midst the mud that has followsd

the reins. It was difficult in good weather $o move our wagons laden with
provisions into Chattanooga es fast as hungry mouths ocould empty them

now doubly so or the level road of the valley then in good eondition has
now beocome as difficult by reason of mud holes as steep declivities of
the mountain road.

- Tuesday Oot 6<Fs who guard the“orscier line” are kept in constant

"readiness day and night for lexpected attacks but our army at Chattanooge
s undisturbed by such e fear as no attack there sesms probeble nor does
the enemy interfere mhile our boys burrow with pick and spade im plain
view from the heights of Misaion Ridge and Lookout Mountain. Bragg from
his headquarters on the Ridge locks down upon his crouching foe yet dares
not tempt the desperate eourage of such men as fought at 8hiloh with

baoks to the Temmessse, striking down upon thut bloedy field the flower
ef Johnsons Army, Ee looks beyond our trenches with greater interest
where the Cumberland Mountains hide ~ur precarious lines of transportation
frém hie view and hopes for the success of Yis bold raiders whose work

of destruction &f thoroughly perfermed will tame defiant spirits with

the pangs of hunger,

Fednesday Oct T«The whereabouts of Wheelers rsiders has been a gues-
tion of such vital interest to us that it a¥wayszs absorbed the k rger part
of our diseussiocns of the military situation until the pruc;nt mement when
they are reported far to the westwerd of us with our savalry in hot pure
tuif. We are now no longsr salled into line to meset an enemy momantarilly
sxpected but are allowed the freedom of the woods and many if us today
improved the privilege by gathering chestnuts, on the mountain side,

Thursday October 6~0Our interest in Whesler having subsided we look
with anxiety for the approach of reinforcements for without them we will
soon be reduced to desperste straits by short rations, The wear and tear

of wagons and mules is slowly but surely depriving us of the means to



supply our army at Chattanocoga. Bach trip is mmde with fewer wagons
snd lighter loads at longer intervals while the debris and earcasses on
the roadside are increased marking the most deaperaxte mudholes end the
steepest declivities,

Friday Oct 9-A little more than five weeks ago the comrades of our
Brigede endeaved to us by participation in the same marched battles and
oampeigns, marched away from us at Capertons Ferry to the blocdy field
.of Chickammuga without an opportunity for them or for us to say Good Bye
Boye® Our parkthsg after guch long service together was unexpocted and
sudden. Binoe that date no erders have come to us from our Brigade
Division or Carps Commanders but we have tried to obey various orders from
various officers. Our last order ﬁosivtd today comes direct from Genersl
Roseorans that we shall proeeed to Chattanooge by the Haley ro-.d as soon
as the Regiment appointed to relieve us arrives.

S8sturdey Oct lO=Before the arrival of the Regiment %o relieve us
another order oame from Genersl Rossorsns that hoth Regiments shall YRy
remain to guard this crossing as ¥heslers raiders are broken inte ml‘?r
detachments one or mors of which mey sttempt to recross the river here.

Sunday Oct ll=Ganeral J, D. Morgan has removed his quartsrs from
Stevenson to thia roint mo we shall laok to him hereafter for orders while
we remnine, The 108th Ghic Hogime#t and two seotiona of Edgartons Battery
have again rejoined us and we are ell Aiepoted o ksep & sharp lookout
for ¢ne reiders. Our first masl for a week, came today end was sccsepted
as & happy “indigation that the cracker line is in working erdsr. We
therefore attended Divine Bervice=a rare privilegs with thankful hearts
for the cutting off of our rations ii a deprivetion sasier tc enduro
than the interruntion or the destruction of letters and papers from home.

¥onday Oot 12-Five Companies of our Reximent were sent out this more

ning %o work on the Bequatohis Bridge and the road to Jasper. ain is

agein falliag and the road rapidly beconing elmost impassable but we



trust not quite so-for our army must be fed.

Iyesday Oot 13-Bain all day., Row fortunste are we sho remain in
oamp wbth nothing to de but to lie in our somfortable quarters and play
ogrds while the unfortunate other half of the Regiment is lifting wagons
out of the nmud holes and outting brueh in the dripping woods. Of course
our comrudes mre "cuseing" us bhecause we are in the dry and they sre in the
wot but we are so comfortable that we can easily forgive they.

¥ednesday Oot l4=ore rain =more muddmore dead mules-more work for
our boys in the woode-more everything bad lezs good especially rations.

But what ocare we wio are well housad in our comfortable cabins, with
boarded welle oanvaa ro8fe-briok fire places-bright fires and nothing to
dos Our particular "Shebang” 1e& the pride of its ocoypants. We have

e recl door and helf window sash only three lLights missing but repleced
with orsoksr box 1ids.. New when a visitor oalls he does not thrust him-
self into our very midst without even a "Hello"™ but he knooks &t our
frornt door end walts until we serutinize him through our window and demend
"Whom do you wish to seo sir".

Thursday Oct 16-four membere of our Regiment returning from Chattansogs
by tho river road wore fired on by the enery from the opposite bank. |
Believi-g they had encountered a smell party they put spurs to their
horses to run the gauntlet but the further they rode the feater flew
the bullots. Two then sought shelter in a house end are misﬁin.g while
the other two crawled up the zide of the mountein and esoaped to camp.

idayndet 18«Rained heavily all day-streams ere bank full. Our
canp {2 out off mbove and below by the rise of the oresks. Travel on
the road is stopped. Pontnons ere being brought up from Bridgeport by
river to this point to be loeded on wagons and hauled to the Sequatonie
River whioch is now irpessible.
Baturday Oot 17 The sun ocame out to our great reliefl today and the

mud began o dry up. Our spirits revived accordingly from & state of



depression osused by our isolasted conditicn whth reaging floods front
and rear and mud everywhere else,

Sunday Oot 18~Our rejoicing over fair weather wes interrupted carly
this morning by a great storm of wind and rein which overthrew a number
of our oabins which a3 it happsns dossa not now ooncern us very mush for
we are ordered Ly Genersl Morgan to p!‘apa;"a for merching to Anderson
Cross Roeds tommrrow. Ve realise how delighted will be our boys who
'hnw spent a week in the woods when they ses us pledding throush the
mud away fron our present confortadble quarters,

Mondey Ooct 19-Sc little informmtion about sxpected reinforcements
heas reached us lately that we had almost ceased to spesk about it and
were tiurefore sgreeably surprised today when three Regiments belonging
to Eookers Corps from Virginim appeared with orders to relieve us. They
are the 27th & 73d Pennsylvania anda 33rd Hew Jorseys Qur Chio Regiment
the 10Bth atarted at onoce for Andersons Cross Roads while we are ordered
to follow tomorrow. Evidently uo reinforcements oan be throwm into
Chattancoge starvetion will ensue so much sooner. We must open the way
to earry our line of supplies withmuse

Tuesday Oct 20=Fourteen wmonths ago we marched swey from Battle Creek
and stopped only when we reached Louisville. Again todey we marched
from Bettle Creek for anoth«r destination we hope, Réac?min,g Josper we
picked up our five detuched companises and a few miles furtho..r cams to
the [ittle Sequetchie which we had to ford after stripp.ng to the waist,
The water was I ft. deep and foy cold so that when we emerged our fuses
wers blue and teeth clattering while the water line asross our bodies
felt 1ike the track of a buzz=saw, Marched 15 miles encamping necr a
large spring,

Wedresday Oot Zl-Te sterted darly and eo did the rain and it kept
compeny with us all day. Another branch of the Sequatohie river blosked

our wey end gave us & momentary shiver before we found that a cavalry



eompany would provide horses for our erossing. Once safely over we
eamped on the bank while the wind blew cold and rain fell in Sorrents,

‘\;.“
The half deserted ocamp of the 10th Michigan afforded us shelter without

invitation the Miohiganders nearly ell being absent et wark on the road :
whigh here berins the ascent of Waldsms Ridge and must be truversed by
our wagons on the way to Ghattanooga thirty miles south.

~One of the owmisrs of thetent occupled Dy our mesd was somewhat dise~ :
- oonoerted to find it ocooupised when he returned from the performmnce of
soms duty but we kindly allowsd him to enter and ahare with us the éold
confort it afforded,

Thurasday Not E2-A miserable day dragged its woary length while we
tried invvain to keep warm for a cold driving rein storm extinguished
our firee of green wood. An issue of less than half ratiocns did not
satisfy our hunger and reduced us to s conditicn unfavorsble for with
standing inclemant weather,

Friday Qot 25-Mur three wagons startsdé today for Stevenson under
escort of ths Quartermster and thirty men to procure rations our supply
Paing almost exhausted, As thes distance is 40 miles and the road horrible
we are reduced to querter rations. Our present supply must last until
eur wagons return no matter how long it may bs, Ho rain today but a eold
blustering wind,

Saturday Ooct 24-%e removed our looation e short distance te the
grounds just waoated by the 10th Illinoie where material remained eapable
of being oconverted into cabins and while our length of stay was all un-
certainty yet each meas began the construotion of oabins as if we were
going into winter quarters, Bricks were in great demand for fireplaces
end thimmeys and the country eround wes scoured for them but the supply

was fer too small so many hed to use stioks and mud as substitutes.

Sunday Oct 25=This dey me usual the busiest day of the week. ¥The



sound of chopping snd hammering ocould be heard &ll day long., Did not
stop for dinner or supper a5 these meals were included when wo ate cur
breakfast. Our day's ration was so light we feared it might blow swey
before dinner.8ome of the Michigan Regiment at work on the main road
report thet General Grent passed them on Friday riding on horseback with
soveral attendsnts towmrds Chattanooga tli woll bespattered with mul,

The report is that he is going ¢o extricats us from our perilous position.
'.After traversing the route our wagons must follow he must follow he must
be impressed with the necessity of opening a new ermcker lins,

Monday Oot 26=-Short rations in cump foresed us to hunt sutaide for
something toc eat, A forgaging party of 30 men in the charge of the
Cormimsary Sergeant was sent out to ssour the ecuntry and returned with
two small cattle, We have no crackers but manage to get & little corn mesl,

Tuesday Oct 27-Baving nothing but a little corn meal it was necessary
to send out another foraging party whiah returmed empty handed so we eculd
only pray for ths retwn of eur wegons from Stevenson.

Wednesday Ooct 28«Great was our relief today when sur wagons appesred
loaded with hard greckers. We felt like giving e "Har Danoce" and a feast
but contented ourselves with a "War Whoop™ in honer of the event. %The
Quartermaster gives a gloomy rocount of the situation in regard to the
hauling of supplies over the road he traverseddwith his wagons. He saw
more degd mules than living on:s and thasge anﬁ to bas on their way
to the boneyard instead of Chattanooga.

Thursday Oot 29-A batch of latters mnd papers today relisved our
two weaks isolation during which tims we have remained in almost total
ignorance of events outside our camp. We now learn that Rosesrans has

been dieplaced b Thomas and thet Grent hss essuned the shief cormend of
this army in addit.on to his own in ¥ississippi. In his first dispateh
Urant enquired How long can you held Chattanooga “"Wie will hold the town

until we starve” replied Thomas.



Friday Oot 30-Cannonading-the first we bave heard since the Battle
of Chieksmaugs was borns faintly to owr ears today frowm the direction
of Chattsncoga, OCan it be that Grant is slready opsning the new arescker
line=We hope sv and welcoms the sound of eammon for anything is better
than the silence of starvation,

ISnturdny pet S1l=Cannonsding eontinued toduy but more irregular than
y'stérday. Yie were ordered under arms st daybreak and easch suceceedong
day until further notioa; Aocording to rurmors Fhesler with & large force
of Cxvalry ie menacing this *artion of our line, It wees at this point a
month &go that he suddenly dashed uren ocur helpless wagon train and burned
three hundred-as their blackened remains testify to our eyes, The ease
with which his troopers gslloped from w-pgon to wegon with pure torches and
| set them all eblarze within ean hour many tempt him to repsat the venture.

Sunday Nov l=Dur surmise proved sorrect that Grants arrival at
Chattancoge had something to do with the oannonading, It is said that
he was £0 muoch impressed with the frowing difficulty ef transporting
supplies by this route that he did not sttempt to change his wet olothing
until hs informed himself about the nlans for opening the short route tn
Bridgeport so tenaciousiy held by the enemy., He adopted a plan already
formed by Roseorans and Thomss and immediately proceedsd to oarry it
into exeocutionePifteen hundred men embarked in pontoons at Vhattancoge
on the night of the 27th floated silently down the rivsr wunobserved by
the enemy's pickets and landed on their side at Brown'e Ferry just below
Lookout mountain. There the bridge was rapidly conetructed by the
pontooneers while the soldiers leapirng from the -ontoone prepured to
repel any attack, Two Brigedes with Artillery marched down the right

bank at the sa-e time and were ready to cross on pompletion of the bridgse.

Two days later Brugz a‘termpted to dislodge this forse but reinforcerents

and fortifioations made his attmmpt futile. This succssaful expedition



apnears to solve the osroblem of how our army iz to be fed.

Monday Eov 2~ Tho result of the giegure of Brown's Ferry is that a
ghorter line of supnlies iz now open to Chattanooga, BSeveral light draft
steamboats run from Stevenson and Bridgevott o Kelly's Ferry whence supplies
are hauled 4irn wagons to Brown's there crossing the pontoon bridge and

across ¥aecassziyg Foint to Chatiancoga.

Tussday-¥e ere notified that our Regiment has been eessigned to the
14th Army Corps-2nd Division-2nd Brigede, corsmend respcatively by Maj.
Gen. Jokm ¥, Palmer, ¥aj. Gen. Jeff C. Davis and Col John G, Witchedl.

Wednesday-Xov-4-Reports from Chattanoogs state that our awmmy is very
comfortedly quartored in wooden cabile with brick fire places and chimmeys
Deserted houses of the town furnished the meterial. The opposing piokets
are separated by the Temnessee river along the foot of Lookdut Mounteir

and also by Chattansoge creesk, By mutusl sgreement no firing is permitted

and while conversation is permitted b officers ox both sides it ie still
sarried on to some extent as well as the swapping of ocorn bread and coffec.

Thursday=Xov,.5-%e are surprised to find the newspapers filled with
abuse of Roseorans such outragecus charges es cowmardice incompetence dis-
obedience of orders and opium eating. All becsusze he failed to defeat
Bragg 6t Chickmmauga, But Bragg ie likewise ocondermmed by the Southern
papers for failing to destroy Roseorans. Ome is abused for getting shut
in Chattanooga-the othsr for getting shut out. In our ranks the sharges
against Rosecrans excite great indignation, becsuse we are all awmre of
the diffieulties he had to grapnle and if he did not overnome them he at
least provented them from oversoming him,

Friday-Nov.8=looker has established one of “is Divisions half way
between Bridgeport and Chattancoga on the south bank of the Ignnessee there=-

by ensuring e safe routs for our supnly wagons by the direst read almost

within aight of Chattancoga but the enemy still has a grip on the railrmd
wegon roud and river at the foot of Lockout which is easily avoided however



by dodging scross Moooasin Point. Rations ere now mors plentiful and the
dey of starvation is far removed from what it appeared to be before the
eapture of Brown's ferry,

Baturday-Nov=7-It bshooves Bragg now %o disrupt our plans of we will
soon bresk through the bounde he hae set for us. With Hooker guarding the
line %o Nashville and Sherman rerching up the Termessee and daily expected
to arrive the Army of the Cumberland smy become restless end no longer
eontent to burrow in the clay at the fset of our beesiegsrs.

®fubleau”
--=Soena le--

Sunday-Nov-8=Camp of the Regiment st Andersons X Hoads=-idjutants tent
furnished with pure floor briek fire place and blaging fire=The lajor
€ilted back in a cheir emiling to himself over "Maj. Jone's courtship"-
The adjutant stretched on a bunk reading "hiilitary jaw”", The ordarly
squatting on an ammunition box close to the fire(no danger empty). The
writer, writing=(Voice without)"msils come"=The major's chair smd the
ad jutants heels etrike the floor nt the same moment., Orderly bounces as
if box exploding= Writer wheels right ebout.(BExit all double quick).
Bxcited throng with outstretched arms and papers.

===50808 Je=-

i deserted camp in eppes.ance only-i busy hum issuing from forty
"shebangs.” Inmates reading letters «nd pepers from homs, ﬁnrylm@y
hnppjr-

Buch is a literal pleture of the arrival of the mall after two wesks
delay.

Hondny-liovq-}lwer wis there a nort.quiot dey in eamp every mmm writing
letters in answer to those received yesterdsy, ¥e are espscially anxious
to get our mei) posted before we are sant we know not where for rumors of
marciiing orders are peresistnetly repeated and find ready belief fer our

usefulness at this point is epperently ended.



Wov.lO-This eonstant preparstion and falling into line et short
notice at unseasonable houra to repel attacks thet are never made have
become monotonous. We fesl t at we are entitlsd to & visit from the
ensmy in return for the trouble we have taken to give him a suitable
receptions But we are net to wait here any longer for his appearance,

We have orders toc go rortﬁ oun the morrow eni perhaps we mﬁy moet him on
the road to Dallss Temnn. which is named &s our destinations

: ¥ednesday=-Lovell-it sunrise we turned our backs mpon Andersons X
Brads end our faces towards the mountsins in compeny with the 108th Ohio
end Edgerton's Bettery all under command of Gensral Korgan. We consumed
nearly tre entire day pushing and pnlling wagons end sttillery up the
stesp side of Weldens Ridge ' ere the roadside was littered with the broken
and charred remeins of many supply wugons and the decomposing oarcasses
of mhules. 3ut we felt repsid for our labor whan we reached the summit
end looked down with edulrsation into the Sequetchie Valley whence we oams,
¥o were not so fer away from the Cross Roads but that we oould still see
the i1l shaped cabins and unsightly mud chimneys of our deserted samp,

Thureday Nov 12-We hed to rise early to beat the sun at this elevation
and procseded along ths top of the ridge a distance of 12 miles }N. E. whe
we reeched the .oint where the road descends intu Chattancoga Valley 6
miles above the city., Hero wo engaged mnother sublime view so unlike
the level expeuse of our own Prarie State. Dovm into the valley we des-
cended by a zig-zag road two miles in longth and enczmped between us and
the setting sun.

Friday-Nov 13-0ff egain at sunrise we marched 12 miles reaching Dallas
at 4 P, v, where we found Colonel R, 7. & ith3rigede encarped. The town
wng soarcely visible as the troops had co verted tho bujldings into huts xh
while the “rick Court ilsuse furnished the mmterial for chimneys. No

sooner had we broken ranks than there was & serssble for loose meteriel



or for logs to build our new homes. It was not our disposition to spee-
ulats how long we should remein., We have alresdy learned by occld exper-
ience that"he who hezitates is lost " to comfort,

Saturday Hov 1lé-The faot that rain was falling this morning at day-
break when we turned out only stimuleted us to greater effort to oomplete
our huts. Nor were we discouraged by short rations but continued our work.
Like so many beavers until an orderly was observed to enter our Colonels
!;ent with a dispatohs. A momant later the Colonel appeared and spoke %o
those nearest him, Their work stopped. "hates the matter™ enquired the
others. "Marching orders™ the reply. Then these magieal works skipped
from the lip to lip through the confines of camp and out into the wood

beyond where the sound of clopning suddenly ceased. Bearors of waluable

building materiel upon hearinz thess words quickly dropped their loads
and welked soornfull? away. A moment before thuse words were uttered the
possessor of a few dozen bricks was an object of emvy., A moment after he
was ready to diselaim the ownarship of such rubbish, The order that ws
the cause of ruinution in wvelues of bBrick and lurbsr came from Generel
Thomas that "the B84th 11linoie ard 108th Nhio Regiment will report to
Oenerel Beatty opposite Chattanocogea.,™ Two hours later we wers on our way and
marched to the mouth of Chiclkamauge Creek where wo encamped, s distance of
8ix miles.

Sunday-Kov,l6=-Reaching Chattanooga we renortoed to Ganer-'al Beatiy who
assigned the two Repimonts of our detmelmentx to ocoupy “ycaesin “sint
at the foot of Lookout Mountain but seperated from it by the Tennessee
Biver, Here we found ¢twc Batteries in positien which it would be our
duty to proteet end malso to picket the benk of the river the op-osite bonk

being occuried by “‘he enemy's piokets. As we approached our satiention was

directed to e threatening ot ject in plein view =a Rebel Battery frowning

from the point of Lookout Wountain nearly 2,000 fest above our heeds and



oconsionally spitting forth a mouthful of smoke followsd by the whistle
and explosion of a shell. We east upward glances at our lofty snemy
like defenceleas chickens 1l8ok up at a hewk, We were pussled to know
how we oould protect ourselves from his missiles which mignt be drepped
as from the clouds at any ¢ime, (me suggested caves as necessary for
sleeping pmmximrpurposes while another sugzested iron imbrellas as useful
in walking about camp. We soon found that the neerer we approached the
8readed object the safer becams cur position as the guns sould not be

sufficinetly depressed to reach us when we looated our camp not move

than half amile from the foot of Lookout Mountain sc we listened with
equaminity to shells vhistling harmlessly overhead.

Monday Nov. l6=-Undiscouraged by our last attempt ¢o build huts we
started this morning to eut pine trees which are plentiful and ¢to eonvert
them into logs of the prope# size for the building of owr new village,

Our seotivity excited the apprenhension or the wrath of the Hountein Battery
for it opened with s lively attempt to drop shells in ocur midst and ex-
ploded several directly ever our heads bBut too high %o hurt us, We wmtohed
the axpsriment with great interest and for awhils were undecided about
going shead with our permanent improvements but to our great relief our
Battery of 82 pounders cooupying the works directly in front of us began
%0 reply to our antegonist and soon silenced him for the time but the

duel was recsived at irregulat intervals during the day and ovcn during the
night, Onoe assured that we were in no specieal danger we eculd wateh with
lively interest thw efforts of the gunness on lookout to disturd the peace
and Quiet of our camps. Nor would they direot thair shells away to our
right wvhere Hockers rifle pits are visgible now 0 cur left into the sub=-
urbs of Cheattancoga dnd now directly towards us.. When the shells pass %
right or left we hear their shrill whistle but whan we are the objsot we
first see & flagh then & puff of white smoke followed hv o dead silenss

of suspense during whioh we mey count five in as many seconds and also



speculate as to wiretwyp vav range is lower this time and the shell
travelling domm a bee line beginning at the musile of the sannon and
ending detwesn our epes, The question is soon settled the shell alwmys
arrives on time end if the fuse rightly out burst directly overhead while
almost at the samo instant the report of the gum reaches our sars produsing
the curious irzpression that the gun remmined silent and the shell exploded
hiul.

Tuesday Nov T=The first thing to attraet our attention this morning
was & pErty of Rebels construsting works for a Battery lower dowm the
mountain side where they eculd get the range of our eamp. Our gunners
opensd on them with such vigor that thay were soon driven away. Weo were
interested spectators and ewaited the result with some anxiety, When we
saw the working party retreating a hearty chesr from our camp arpeared
%o irritate the gunners on the mountain top for they spitefully directad
®ll their efforts to reach our ommp and weredoubtless gratified that many
of their shells exploded not more than fifty feet overhead and planted
ons in the ground near our eamp limit. Our Batteries silenced tham at
times dut could not prevent them from breaking forth at interwels. At
all other portiocns of the lines gquiet reigns. We have a magunificent view
of both armies grouped around Chattancoga and can essily trace the picket
lines eamps and fortifications of both.kth We can distinguish the Heade
wuarters of Grant, Thoms end Bragg and count every tent of ouwr Army in
the valley as well as those of the e eay on the side and summit of Mission
Ridge.

Wednesday Nov 18-Last night nearly the entire Reginent was posted on
pioket duty along the river bank. The Confederats pickets ococoupied the
opposite bank but were not troublesome neighbors as an agresment is ob=
served all along t'e line that no firing shall be indulged in without
notices The first ¥olley shell be overhead and harmlees but the next will

be as the boys say "for keeps™, Accerdingly both lines of pickets appeared



in full view of each othar during the day confident that the agreement
will be sasredly observed.

The paymaster arrived todey and gave us four momths pay seo with fat
pecksd books and lesn stomaechsy we are looking for something to buy whieh
we may aftermrd devour but nome have anything to sell. Bids are offered
on “hard tack” at ten cents each but no sellers san be found which is not
surprising for if anyone in eamp had possessed & surplus i% would have
;am stolen bafore this time just as we steal the scanty allowsnoce of sorn
given to our hungry mules - & practise not % be preventsd by armed guards
who thenselves steal wirt they are sppointed teo protest.

It 1s on private record that a hungry member of our Regiment on duty
2% Brigade Headquarters was $oo honest to ltoﬂ%om from a mule while he
was on watch but when relisved and retiring %o his tent quietly pieked up
e pan of frying bacon while the Generals sook was out of sight and carried
it smoking to khisnessmates,

Friday Nov 12-%s find our Regiment asszigned to Palmers Corps-Jeff C,
Davis Divigion and Mitchells Brigade, The Division is umder orders to be
ready move et short notics with two days cooked rutions lnd-].OO rounds of
ammmition but our Begiment is ordered to remsin on pioket duty dntil
relieved,

Shermans troops are pasaing in & continucus line up the river towerd
the left of our Ampy, Thsy look rought and weather besten with hard mer-
ehing from Memphis and Viocksburg. Omr pontoon train alsc pussed up which
indicates thet a orossing is % be made above Chattancoga. We feel that
we are about to make an effort to break out of jsil and are delighted with
the prospect of getting into Letter pastures,

Baturday NoveZleThe “Nountein ingel™ as we eall the gun or guns on
Lookout Mountain has besn quiet all day-the first sinos our arrival and we
think 1t has flown to mnother persh. But the Bignal Corps still remains

as ﬂ_'id-noc of the waving of laterns last night and of flege today., Our



gumers fired assiduously at their lights last night and we mmtohed our
shells bursting in elose proximity to them interrupting perhaps but not
preventing the transmissibn of orders or information. Thers was an ex-
tensive movement of our troops last right under ocover of darkness anﬁ
perhaps this wae the burden of information sonveyed by the lanterns lsit
night and flsgs today. Main neskly all day appears to interfere with
our movemsnts,

Surday Nov 22-7he peaceful look that greces the brow of Lookout yes-
terdey departed with the riging of the sun this morning when the spiteful
divinity thsere enthroned began %o hurl tokens of mmmiosity upon Hookere
works ¢o our right and ocococasionally upon usewithout damege in our case as
only one shell exploded within a hundred yards, We did not monoplize
the camonading today as here tofore for during the a“ternoon the heavy
report of sisge guns stiracted our attention %o the center of our lins
whan Fort Wood sxft wasz almost hid from view by elouds of smoke rising frox
the discharge of ite guns, evidently intended to develope the loestion
of Braggs A tillery but failure to provoke a reply. The grim silence of
Mission Ridge, unbroken sinoce the Battle ofw:iums ue to son=
Jeoture how and where Bragg has planted his camon tc sweep the mountsin
aide in the faoce of an assaulting army. Our Division has bean sent to
strengthen Sherman, Monday Nov 23-From the slevatsd bluffs of Moecoasin
Point ws surveyed this morning a seens of activity within our lines whieh
betokena & elash of armus befors many hours had elapsed. Looking down into
Lookout Valley on our right whare it stretches from the bese of Lookout
Hountain to the river we sould see the gathering of Bhermans troops hidden
from the snemy by & range of knobby hills, On our left at Chattancogs we
eould see a portion of Howards Corps eorossing the river on a pontoon bridge
and halting in the surburbs of the town. In front Lookout Mountsin pre-
served & grim silence as was the condition all along the enemy's line,

The thres Hatteries(Brameans thirty-two pounders end the 10th and 18th



Ohio)which cur Regiment was a;pointed to suppart made ready for astion and
enly awmitsed the word of comumand to fire into the enemy’s lines within

range and i{n plain view. %he morning pessed without a shot but shortly
after noor there wes a sudden burst of samocnading from Fort Webd &b

our line half way betweenChattancoga and Mission Ridge and we eould ses
our shells bursting on Orchards Knod whioch m held by the enemy lyiné
behind barricades ef logs and stones. Our sannomading elicijsd no reply
M the enemys artillery and soon ceased but while the smols was drifting
awmy a new goens was being lmﬁd stream of blue coats issuing from the
¥Fort and forming in line in the cpenfield in front of our works as if on
dress parads. When several Brigades had thus formed in full view of Braggs
Army as well as ours we fully sxpected to see the hostile camnon of Hissiom
Ridge openr a furious fire of shells or if sufficiently neer with grape

and cannister, Now we see our compact lines sweeping towards Orchard

Xnob with colors fluttering and arms glistening in the sunlight,

Surely if the Confedsrates have regurded this display as a dress
parade they are undséeived now-yst they hesitete t0 respond to the chall-
snge. Our line is now half way to the sorubby woods at the &uai‘ Enob
the enemy hesitates no longer = little epirits of smoks encirele the base
and sidse of the Enob and at last we hear the ersckling of muskets but
tank Heaven no graps and oamister yet. Our line does not halt or waver
it enters the wood and is lest to our sight but the smoke rising above
the low tree tops marks its steeldy advance. An hour passes while we wmteh
the long grap elouds ¢ at hovering over the woods and sigmals to beth
armies the progress of the battle., Now the musketiry essses and & cheer
is faintly heard fssuing from the woods, It finds an echo within-our
1ines end sweeps down to us on Mooeasin Point where we add our voices with
hearty good will and pass it on the Hockers and Bhermans men in the Valley

of Loockout boyond- Us .

It means that our flags are planted on Orehard Knob. Opce again all



is quiet mlong the lines as the shades of approashing night dbegin to
hide ths hostile camps from owr view, Nission Ridge ilooms up in the
grthering twilight likes a dark thunder eloud Lut we have ceased to fear
its threatening loock since owr bold movemsnt today eould not provoke
its thusders. Suddenly without warning its dark side is illuminated
from orest to base with the flash of more than a hundred sammon and e
storm of shells falls upon and beyond our entrenchments, Our point of
ohservation is beyond renge but we look with awe upon the flash of camnon
as of lightning darting down from the Heavens and the flash of bursting
shells in the Valley as if infernal flamesg are shooting from the earth.
Two hours we wateched ¢thisz sublime soens and them almost as suddenly as the
bogimning, old Wission Ridge relapsed into grim silenase but the flash
and roar of that awful scene haunted our dreams all night long,.

Tuesday Nov 24-Bright and early we tmbm out of our bunks assured
that the day would bring forth grest events and that if we should not bde
agtors we certainly would be spectators by virtue ef our position, Ve
turn first to Mission Ridge infsrnal last night smiling this morning with
& hale of sunlight on its orest, The wvalley stretohing from its base ¢o
Chattancoga thiokly dotted with our camps shows no &igh of activity. We
bestow but a passing glense o Lookout Mountain in cur front for surely it
it 47 inacoessidble and turning our backs to Mission Ridge and Chattanocoga
we look down into Lokkout Valley where the movemsnt of troops attreocts
our attention, Hooker with three Divisions repressnting the Armies of the
Potomac and Cumberland is placing Battories and oolumms behind the knobby
hills of the south bank of the river. We see the rifle pits well filled
with wen while across an open space half mile distant we also ses 2 line

of gray sheltered behind ths rmilroad embanicment, The Elue and Jray are
hidden from esch other but in our elevated position at ons end and midway

betwesn the two lines we follow the course of each wikth our eyes. We

have thirtesn guns on Hooaasin "oint and these we plseoe in position %o



bear on the long grey line and wmit for the word of commmnd. Ve were
hald 4in suspense an intermidable length of time it mppeared to us, yet
it was only eight ¢'slock when Hookers Batterlies cpened & furious ecan-
nonading in which our guns kmmediately jointed. The enemy gave no res-
ponse for a sloud enveloped the surmit of lookout sompletely eclipsing
the Battery stationed there and the line of gray cculd only eroush lower

behind the railroad enbankment, At the end of half hour Hookers Batteries

slecksned their fire and our line of Blue rises from sonceslment and with
& yoll charges gpon the line ef Uray whioh also rises to resikt the onset,
but without effect = our line is uncheclesd and as it nesrs the embeniment
we 8es the gray line begean to break. At first a man here and there along

the line is seen ryshing up the mountain side toward a second line of

entrenchments, groups follow and now the whole line is disintergreted, Th e |
hillside 1s covered in gray forms dodging from cme shelter %o ancther as |
afforded by the rough and rocky eondition ef the ground, but they are load- |

ing and firing as they retreet. A house near the railroad was the first _
sheltering objeot encountered by mmny of the Confederates and anumber helted
there to fire uron our advancing infantry dut the ohject was such a fair i
target for cur guns on the Point that as socn as ws got the range there ws
such a splintering of boards, whingles and brieks that ths refugees evi=-

dently conoluded it was a good place 0 run amy from-at least they acted

that way, By the time our men resch the railroad the Confederates have found

refuge in & second line of entrenchments which does not protect them frox
the raking fire of our Point Batteries and ocur gunners redouble their
efforts while we of the Infantry support rush down in the ravine to the
mgezine in the hillside and sarry a shell under each arm and watsh to see

the effect when they are hurled upon the enamy. Resistance at the second
line is of short duration our advencing line never halés and again the
Confederates retreat further wp the mountain side into & belt of timber

our men following umtil both are hid from our view but she smoke indicates



ths oourse of battle as upward and onmenrd., We endurse almost an hour of
idle suspense as our Battery has no visible target, But now we ses
straggling forms erossing an open field directly irn front of us and far
up the mountain side. We ses them gathering into another line of entrene
ehments and firing toward the timber whence they emerged so we imow that
our men are not far behind, Our shells are once a.guin rexcing the ensxy's
line which as before runs up the mountain and therefore parallel %o our
iim fo fire, Presently we distinguish little patchesz of blue at the
timbers' edge and little spurts of smcks projecting w: the enexy,

fhe little patches soon grow into a campact line of blue and now we ocatach
& gleam of eolors=it is our flag. Instantly we soream with joy and owr

sheers find an echo far to risht ahd left us, Our gunors are panting
with exoitement and effort for our guns alone canMw reach the enemy, snd
our line has halted perhaps exhausted but now it moves forward again and
the enexy's line is again melting away-The open field behind his entren=
olments are filled with fugitives and our shells are dropping in their
midst, ‘hly are traversing the face of the mountsin t@d the sastern

slope and find shelter in their last and strongest line of works where

reinforoements reach them and our line is checked. Beven hours have flown
sinos our men began to ascend the mounbtain but the result is yet undecided ,

¥hile we watch the stubborn céntest we notioe that the cloud is descending

from the summit of the mountain and gradumlly enveloping friend and foe.
At length both lines are blotted from our sight and our Battery becomes
silent and useless. The gurners as well &s ourselves lok up at the impene-

mu./ﬁ:z with blank faces but we know that the fight is still on by the
eraokling of musketry and the ococasional ™gip” of a stray bullet. The sun

disappears and da rimeses hides even the oboud from our eyes but still we
8it watohing and waiting for we know not what, Nature is about to shift
the soene - the cloud is grewing lwminous and drifting away, - the moon

shines out in sudden brilliancy, ¥, look esgerly toward the mountein now



plainly outlined 4in the moonlight. Beth lines are in the ssme positian
a5 when the sloud descended. We trece them by the parallel lines of fire
flushing in quick succession as the muskets are discharzed.. When the
firing lulls ws sre reminded of fire flies on & summer night but when it
grows fierce we see fiery serpents darting up end down ths mountain side
almost from base to summit,

Fot only our little detachment on Moceasin Point hut almost & hundred
thousand spcotators in our army wetched this pyroteshns display until
midnight when the Confederaty fire slackened and soon ceased, We then
laid down 4o rest and fell aslesp not knowing that en the morrow we would
find the mountain deserted by the enemy and that our flag would float froxm
that pinnacle so long dominsted by the Rebel Mountain Angel,

During the battle the larger portion eof our Hegiment was stationed
on picket duty along the river bank at the foot of Lockout Mounbtain and
took no part in it. HNor did the Hebel piekets on the opposite bank, Both
laid low whkle e(tray bullets clattered adbout them, Neither had orders
te fire and so oonsidered their previous agresment in force when the firing
begaen it was some distance below them and beyond Moocasin Toint but as it
sontinued our piokets noted that it was describing the arc of a great circle
of which Nooocasin Point was the center. When it reached a point directly
in rear of the Confedefate Rebel picketsz but far up the mouhtair they evie
dently beosme uneasy and our men sould see them moving about as if in oohe
sultation about a “skedaddle,” But when the sound of the firing continued
on towards their right they suddenly rose liks a flosk of partridges and
vanighed from the view of our ploksts who gave them a cheer and ths very

timely advice of "Run Johhny run". %ut now & gun was raised towmards them
our agresement remmined unbroken. It iz said thsy did not reach their lines

and were captured.
Wednesday-Fov,25eA11 wms quiet all along cur lines when we ewoke at

break of day dut the orackling of musketry amid the hills that hid f‘hemm



men from our sight soon after drew our attention to the extrems lsfit of
our line as the next probable soens of motion. Lookout Eountain was half
hidden by a grey mist but the silence there dencted the &bsence of the
enemy which became a eettainty when the cloud lifted shortly after ¢ a, m,
and & sclossd the Stars and Stripes proudly floating from ths rosky pinne
acle. Ouyr cheers greeted the first glimmer of our flag when the sun kkssed
its £lds, Meamwhide the firing in the hills near the river above Chatbe
anooge grew heavier es the ariillery joined in with deep bess echo yst

the troops within our view remsined inaoctive, About 10 a.m. we saw & long
blue line winding its way up the river and diseppearing &n the hills, It
was a portion of Howards Corps dispatched ¢o help Bherman. About noon there
was an echo from Hookers guns beyond Lockout Mountain whither we had foll«
owed the ehemfy retreating from the stranghold toward Breggs main line on
Yission Ridge,

Te who wore idle spasctatars on ¥ooocasin Point mmtohsd the blue smoke
eurling above the hills and listened intently to the noise of battle waine
ly trying to determine whether our lines were advencing or recsding until
the lengthening shadows of the afternoon warned ue of the near appraoch of
darkness and awoke dire fears that the close of the day 80 near at hand
might find us still oroushing almost helpless at the feet of a haughty foe.

Grants Headquarters on Orchard Enob near the center of our line was
plainly visidle and unaonsoiously we turned our eyes townrd it with an ex~
pression of helpleses entreaty that he should malkes a new demonstration of
his military genius ere the day had gone, We believed he would set other
eolumms in motion but had no expectation of witnessing a direct oharge
upon the face of Miszion Ridge furrowed as we eould see with & network of
breastworks and bristling as we Imew with concealed batteriesz, Yet such
& spectacle was being prepered for us.

Botween three and four e'clook thore was a discharge of artillery

from Orchards Knod and the men of Thomas rose before our eyes and rushed



straight tomard the Ridge whish scon became wreathed in smoke from base
to summit, emitted from zig-sag lines of rifle pits and more thau fifty
sannon held until this moment in concealment but now all direoted againsgt
our assaulting lines, =0ur heawy guns in four large forts and lighter
batteries in as many smaller forts regsonded by hurling shells over the
heads of our men and distriburting them alternately between the enemy'e
infantry lines and artillery stations. A frings of timber at the base

of the %idge soon hid our men and we watched with breathless smxioty to
s¢e whether they would smerge from the upper edge in advansing or from
the lowsr edge in retreat., We had not long to wait until we saw a soattered
line of gray climbing ths ridge followed by & lins of blus-not compast
but in irregular groups dodging from one obstruction to another but alweys
forward, Our flags toc cams into view flubttering along the line lilke
birds breasting a furious storm. MNow and then one would be hidden in the
glare and smoke of & bursting shell and for moments our hearts almost
osased to beat while we waited for it to rearpear, It seeméd scarcely
possible that the assault eould sucoceed. O‘ur lines appeared to be disorge-
niged or rather tranaformed into a socore of more skirmish lines gathering
& noment into ¥arger or smaller bodies here and ¢here and as quickly dis-
solving into orouching orawling individuals eech selecting his own way
from ocover to cover ax wae afforded by the rough rocky inequalities of the
mountain side. We could see well mheed of the heavier pabches of blue a
fringe of blue specks scarecely perceptible which we knew was oomposed of
those fearless heroes in plain dlouses who dash forward ¢o new points of
vantage with the inspiring ory of "Coms on Boys"™ and there wait only long
sncugh for their more cautious ommrades and their officers to follow ere
they repeat the example whish brave men eannot fail o imitate. These
were the Genersle who orders or no orders, were leading the way up the
mountain side over breastworks and batteries to thewery crest where we

saw our flags planted just in time to receive a parting kiss from the sun

L



ore he withdrew hia rays from a bloody but glorious battlefield,

As our men neared the gummit of the Ridge we who watohed the battle
from Mgooasin Point realized thet the orisis was at hand scarcely dared
to breath much less to speak but when the roaer of guns suddenly gave
Place to triumphant cheers.-the first one of our group to speak was the

Quartermaster. “Thers", he siid, "Orant has a feather in his hat as big
as that pine tree."

And we a1l looked up into the lofty pine above our heads and cried
out "Bwrrah for Grant." In the midst of our rejoicings an order smme at

6 p. m. for our Regiment to rejoin the Brigade which had been despatshed
two days previous to help Bherman,

Ve started at once with two days rations=one hundred rowunds of am=
mumition and a blanket to sach man, Our tents and all other baggege

remained in charge of the Quartermsster and men unable ¢o merch, m At
10 pe ms we joined our Brigede at the pontoon bridge oreesing our Brigade
at ths pontoon bridge erossing the Temessee River mear the moutn of
Chickamauga Creek and there bivounced, spreading our blankets on the bars
grouné for four hours ere we arose with our Brigude ard Division under
eommnd of General Shorman to hurry sway in pursuit of the enemy.

Thursday Nov 26~At 2 p. m.we wore ealled up and marched as rapidly
a5 possible in the darkness along the right 'hmk of the Chiclamauge to a
railroad station of the same name which we found in flames consuming the
military supplies with which it was filled bBut we secured & M rge g antity
of other stores-e siege guns 1B pontoons and 20 wagons, These the enemy
did not have time to destroy,

Ye ocontinued our pursuit and overtook his rear guard at Pidgeon Mdge

whore ¢ stand was made and Yorgans Brigads &t onoce beoame engaged but

shortly oleared the wuy for owr further progress, along & road 1ittered
with broken wagons and abandoned ealisscns showing the haste of the enemy

te get beyond our reach. As we smerged from a dark miry swamp after sunset



our Brigade being in advance we were suddenly assailed by the rear guard
postsd on two small hills oommanding our road. We quickly dsployed and
soon brought the fighting to alose quarters. The firing on both sides
was very liVely fjr three querters of an hour when our antagonists re-
tired and it wwas then too dark for any further pursult, so we bivousoced

on the field, The part assigned to our Regimsnt was to dislodge a foroe
of Confedsrates sheltered behind a house which we n.ooonllilhod by a obharge
losing cnly one man wounded.

Friday Nov 27<The morning light disclosed no enemy in front of us

but at 7 &, m. we moved forward through Graysville and encamped within
two miles of Ringgold.

Baturday Nov 28eFurther pursuit of the enemy in this direction was
abandoned by General Sherman so he led our Division back towards Chatte

anooge to join with Howards Corps and a portién of his own in an expedition

for the relief of Burnside who was besieged in Enoxville,

Sunday FWov 20=At 7 a, . we turned our backs on Braggs retreating
srmy and our faoes toward Knoxville 120 miles away where Longstreets
veterans from Virginia were perched on the surrounding hills and counting
the hours when they might break into the town «nd revel in the luxury of
Yankee supplies, We followed Candy Ridge and north-easterly direction
until within three miles of Cleveland and there encamped. Here too were
wvidences of the enemy's flightea railroad bridge partially destroyed and
some abandoned stores. The latter proved very acceptable as the two days
rations with which we started soarcely sufficed for the first day's march
as we were "hollow clear down to the soles of our govermment shoes” the
result of more than two months gubsistence or less than half ratiocns.

Light as were our rations our outfit of clothing was #till lighter, The
single blanket and uniform with which we entered the Chkickamsuge came

peign full three months back were worn threadbers and afforded slight

protection against the cold mountain winds whioh now swept upon use
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M¥onday-Hov.30=At B a., m. we were on the way to Charleston Where
on arrival we found thet Howard had driven out the enexy who had partially
destroysd the railroad bridge thus preventing our further progress for the
day, Ve enocamped one and & half miles distant from the town and prepared
40 pass a miserable might which promised to be bitterly cold, We found
tho enemy hed left no rations so we had to lie down on the sold ground
ﬂfhout SUppere -
» | Tussday Dea. 1-Durin¢ the night Eowarde men were herd at work repeiri ng
and planking the bria;- s0 that it was ready for us to oross early this -

morning, We passed :;.fhrough Charleston before crossing but had to wait
nearly three hours on the other egide for the 15th Corps to pass when we

rolimnd slowly ln tglt when we halted at sunset we wers only seven miles
gistant from the town.
3 !ludnudnyl?oo."; 2-%e were gled enough to be arcused very early for the
march as we !‘c:mdmro comfort in the exercise of wilking than we did in
veidly trying ‘to keep warm in camp. We tricd %o maks up for the delay of
yosterday by mrohing 25 miles in the direstion of Loudon hoping to reseh
there in time to save the pontoon bridge.

rhwsq';y Dece. 3-Marched early as usuel soon reaching Loudon but not
in time to save the bridge so we were subject to another delay while
waiting ror.-"' it tobo repaired, Before leaving the enemy ran three loco=
motives u;d [ hr‘e number of cars into the Tgonnesses river. Fortunately
they left some provisions which we devoured and four sammon whish we were
hungry enough %0 eat but didn't,

Friday Deoc. 4=At sunrise we marched into London and while & portion
of our Division crossed the Holston river our Brigade moved south east ¢o

Morgantown on the north bank of the Temmessee and there waited umtil
evening for a bridge to be repaired when a portion crossed.
Zhe houses of Morgantown furnished the mmberial for repairing the

bridge. At the same time Howards Corps orossed seven milss below us on



& bridgs constructed of some wagons sbandonsd by the ensmy- Swely
Yankee ingenuity is hard to eiroumvent,

Baturday Dec. S=Instead of bsing ealled out this morning at the usual
hour to continue our march we were notified that lLongstrest had reised
the siege of Knoxville and retreasted. The good news wes received with
enthusiasm and for awhile we forgot hunger, eold and the fatigues of our
mrch but our smpty stommchs were still in evidence s¢ our next move-
pent was necessary in order to fill them. Ascordingly our R giment wes

ordered to take possession of Johnson's and Hobinsons Mills to grind sorn
and wheat for the use of our Division. Our Colonel being a practical
miller was very fitted 4o direct us, We started the mills at nightfall

und kept them going all might. :

Sunday Deo, 6=Te were 20 bBusily engaged as nilillerl that we I;Imlt;.
forgot we were soldiers but were rudely awakened ¢his morning %o wrml
ococupation by & sudden order to drop our bags uf grain and siess our :
muskets to repel an sxpooted attack. We were ruahod towards the l‘im ut
before resaching the bridge were ordered to r eturn and resups our p?bcful
duties as millers. | e

Monday Dec,7-"moe more we became absorbed in the loothiz;;":‘whirr" of
wheels and rattle of grains while more than ell we ware fasg;nchd by the

steady stream of flour and meal which suggested pan czkes and hoe oskes
snough to fill "a long folt want." But once more we wers rudely swekened

by a sudden order just ae the sun was disappearing to njbin our Brigade.
Ee hurried away without ceremony end although s space of fifteen miles hed
%o be traversed we mcoomplished it in time o retire for the aight at
réhe reasonsble hour of 10 p. ms We found the Brigude locsted four miles
southwest from Madisonville,

Tuesiay Dec, B«We had very little time to observe our new surroundings
for at the break of day our Brigade wes hurried off to Oolumbus 23 miles

distant arriving about sunset drenched with rain and thoroughly exhsusted
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with splashing through the mud.

Wedneeday Des. S-Exposure and fatigue proved trying enough but they
wars of secondary imrortaunce to the demands of hunger. Further we eould
not go with & substitute for retions end the only substitute in sight wes
the ungathered sorn in the fields so our Regiment was sent with wagons
to gather the corn and haul it ot &he Scarborough Mill and there grind
it for the use of the troops in our vieinity who patiently awaited
-their turn for a soanty issue of eorn meal.

Monday Dec, lé=Orders for the return of our expedition to Chattancoga
were received with expressions of delight, We hoped to find there a reg-
ular supply of rations and clothing which we sc mush needed., B8ince the
day nearly four months past when we stripped curselves to “light mmrohing
order™ to enter upon ths Chickamauga eampaign, no oprortunity had been
given us to replenish our seanty wardrobe, and now we were in rags and

shoeless.
almost maxtkizxsmxpapex. Our blanket too were worn almost as thin as

paper and socarcsly more effective in protecting our bodies from wintry
winds. But we were all in good health despite short rations and exposure
and when our faces were turned toward Chattanooga we moved with alsority
and cheerfulness,

Friday Dec.18= A march of five days without special incidents brought
us late this evening to Chattancoga eand a shout of joy greected the first
glimpse of cur tents on Msooasin Point standing as we left them twenty
four days past,

Our Regiment marched cheerily to the lJanding to oross on the pontoon
bridge but alas for bdright anticipations of oomfortable gquarters e portion
of the bridge had been carried awmy by the flood whish rolled darkly and
seiftly before our eyes. HNow behold & desclate picture. The fragment

of & Rogiment represented by lsss than 300 ragged shivering wretches, many

shoeless with bleeding feet wrapped in remmants of much needed blankets,

exhsusted by weeks of heevy marching and light rations=no fueleno fires



and a freezing gale swseping dewn from the north, the ioy river in front
and & bleak bank behind, There we passod the night without the possibility
of slesp~the coldest night thus far of the ssason.

S8aturdsy Des.19-Barly this morning s steambost was providé! to ocarry
ws over the river and soon aftsr we hobbled into samp mugh the worse for
wear yet able to give vent 5 hearty ehoars- when the doder %o dreak ranks
was given. We scampered into our tents 1like prarie dogs elarmed by the
aﬂppro-.nh of a stranger and fell to sating all themtions we ocould get our
hends on while we toested cur frosted shins before the cheerful fires whth
whioh our huts were provided. Reither did we forget to sleep in tle midst
of our luxurious surroundings.

Sunday Des. 20«This was truly s day of rest as we had nothing to deo
but lie on the broad of our backs before the fire or emt our rations,

Eonday Dec,21-If the subject of reenlistment had been broached three
days ago while we stood shivering on the river bank Aungry and half clothed
it would have been treated with indignsant soern but now with our stomsohs
full and bodies elothed past hardships are alresdy forgotten nﬂd{n talk
brightly of Bounty money and & furlough offered to &ll who will join the
Veteran Corps for another three years servios or during the war,

The impression is gaining strength that the Regiment will reenlist
in & body and thus preserve its arganization,

Tuesday Dec. 22«0ur sincergty about reonlisting was brought to the
test today when blanks were presented for Bignatures, Ome hundred namss

were seoured. Others are halting between two opinions=-whether tc serve
the remeining nine months of their original enlistment without bounty or

furlougheperhaps to ne killed before the expiration of their tine or to
reenlist now and yhecurs abcve all the furlough whish is just now the most

desiradle privilege ws oan conceive,
Sunday Dec. 25=Cur ¢hird Christmas in thes serviee and the war not

snded in faoct we ere about to bind ourselves to spend three more in the



srmy. How different from sur first expectaticns, It is not a day of
joyousness but serious reflection. %he requisites of festipity are adsent
exdept greenbacks whioch the Paymster q.l.“ us the other day and they will
buy nothing since Sutlsrs thers are none and retions are reduced to a mere
sufficiency o sustain life, Pirtunate is he who ean furnish his table
with a few hard tack for the one day's ration issued three days ago is
a_lméy consuned,. I

Honday Dege26-Last night an order from Goners] Beatty directed our
Hegimentto mareh with the Brigade to Rossville sterting at 8 o'elock this
wornings Rain began falling in the night and when Reville disturbed cur
slumbers we could hear the pattering on our oanvas roofs which evoked many
e growl of dissatisfaction but our good temper wes somewhat restored later
when the order was suspended and finally we were delighted when Oen. Davis
our Divieion Cormander decresd that our Regiment should remain in present
quarters until after our entieipated muster intc the v;temn Crops. 8o
the Brigade marched without us,

Tuesday Dec, 25-To be or not to be a veteran is the all absorbing
question. A walk through our camp disclosed groups of soldiers %alking

very earnestly and the words "Bounty"™ "Purlough" so frequently mentioned
indioates the subjeot of discusaion. Already the required three fourths
of our number have signed for reenlistment which entitles the Reginent
to be furloughed in a body.

Until poon all seemed lovely -~ then a discordant note sounded and
"Veteran Stock™ dropped 4o gero. It was an order from Oeners]l Thomas thet
we should at once procesd to ssoort a Beotion of Artillery to Celhoun 38
miles distant and then rejoin the Brigsde at Rossville, This arpeared

to dissipate all hope of a furlough so our Colone) at onee mounted his

horse anc rode direct to General Thomas who relieved us from the unwele

eome tusk which annsuncement by the Colenel on his own returny was received

with noisy demonstration of Joy and many
Boll.

new nares were added to the Vetsrun



Thursday Dec. Si~The elose of the year finds us not looking beok-
werd with vain regrets but forward to renewsd efforts for the suppressfcn
of tho Rebellion and the restorstion of Pemce. The promissd furlough -1.
the dright spot in cur anticipations. e do not talk adout what will bhe
after ths furlough. We try not to think of the period beyond it. But
we imow there will be a return to duky arduous marches sxposure and
battles. ¥We are under no delusion as to the temper of our adversaries
B8 we wore when we first enlisted. The men in gray who met us at Shiloh,
£tone River and Chichmu;n will meet us agzin on the hills of Georgie,

We do not expBot them to ykeld without a struggle in which many of us

will go down and when we have worn them out if there are any of us left

%o may rejoioe in rur vigtory snd return home to enjoy the bdlessings of Pesce
Friday Jany 1-1884~The New Year finde us busily engaged in the work

of preparstion for muster into the Vetersn Service and for the Journey homii.

The wsather is extremely o0old but we do not heed it.

Saturdey Jany 2-The Mustering Officer arrived in oarp and proceeded
et once to prepere the necessary papers.

Sunday-Jan 3«All the papers being ready we were oclled into line cne
compeny at a time and assented to the oath which binds us for snother thres

years or during the war. As each company wae dismigsed the hills would
ring with shouts more perhaps for the assured furlough than for the service
to follow. Our term of service dates from Dec, 23d 1863,

¥onday Jany 4t:~Every man skillful in handling a pen in now temdd to
his utmost in preparing the numerous Rolls etc. necessary to meet the
demand of "réd t:pe" as presoribed in Regulations Gemsral and Specisl Orders
oiroulers and numerous other au:thoritieg,

Tussday Jany B-Now somes the Paymaster with staoks of greenbacks about
two hundred dollare for each men inocluding pay to Dec. 22nd date of muster

and bounty on mooount of muster fm,

¥ednesdey Jan 6th-Ths "Individusls™ as we term thoss who did not re=-

enlist together with rescruits who are ineligidble were assembled before



Headquerters preparatory to Sransfer to the 78th Ills., As they stood in
line their fmoes indicates keen disappointment as thus being thrust from
the runks where many of them marched and fought nearly threas years,

Thursday Jany Tth=Preparations for starting home tomorrow engage the
tims and thoughtes of all the Vetsrans., The Quartermaster is dmkprbusy
turning ever camp equinage baggage horses &and mules. The mush desired
order for the Regiment to procesd ¢o Illinois has been received from
8eneral Thomas,

Fridsy Jen BthelLong befors the break of day we marched away fron the

smoking ruins of the huta we had constructed and cecupied so dong on ¥oo=
easin Point, Ths usuel stillness of the hour was broken with cheers and

nolsy mirth ez if we were schoolboys just let loose from schoole The
ground was frozen hard and rough end slightly covered with snow mid.ng our
margh through the darkness very difficult. But we had surmounted gregter
difficulties in the fmee of the enemy and no obstacle could now deter us in
our homeward meroh, Beeching e point on the River three miles below our
cezp we waited two hours in the cold for the horse ferry to oross us then

continued to Whiteside eleven miles distant the torminus of the reilroade
Prom Bridgeport no train in sight. The Colonel telegraphed to Bridgeport

for trensportation. It was promised but night came and yet noe trein,
Prepared to bivouse on the hard frosen snowy ground of the mountain side.
Fo axes ¢o cut wood « socant rations and elothing end epieraing wind were
the miserable eonditione thet confronted us. The deorepit rmilroad hed
not been able before, during or after the siege to bring us a full supply
of rations or & new supply of clothing. A few week fires scarocely kept
alive by a few looss stioks of wood were thronged by shivering forms while
others laid down amid the rooks resolved to defy the weather to do its
worst while they invoked fire flood mnd earthquake uron those responsible

for our distress,



Saturday Janyn-S-After s slespless night we hailed the morning light with
An earnestness that almost resched emthusiasm dbelieving as we did thut e
train would soon arrive to earry us towards home. This thought tempered
the frost but ocould not quite satisfy the oravings of hunger, A little
balkery two miles distant furnished a meager supply. My share was a forty
esnt pie tough ms sole leather and scarcely more nutritidus,

The day wore sway while we watohed and waited for the train. Deceived
often by 2 well imitated whistle of the locomotive or imaginary rumbling
of wheels elated by rimors of relief-depressed by their failure uhtil the
shades of a dreaded night deepened ths gloom of our situation now much
worse becnuse sven loose stioks of wood were exhzusted as well as rations.
But jJust as we had ziven up hope for the night the sound of a resal whistle
of a real loecomotive too real to be doubted inspired a s ontaneocus yell
of delight and when the wheezy ensine with its train of dirty box ocars
rolled up to the station we were already lined up ready to spring sboard.
Fhere was e shuffling and sorambling in the darlkmess for & few moments while
we were packing curselves like serdines and then the srrs were full but
not all eculd find stending room inside so & number had +o olimb on top,
where the night wind blew cold and swift, But we were now all in & good
hunor cur journey !:ome had really bepun. At Bridgeport after considerable
delay wo were transferred to clean bax cers with sufficient room o spread
our blankets on the floor and drop asleep while in our dreams the rails
become messured lines of music and the wheels rattled off the notes of
"Home Swest Howe".

Sundsy Jany 10=The morning light found us speeding toward Eashville
over ground made familimr by mmny a hard days march and at one point Mur-
freesboro by a bloody battle field, The trip was not sltogether pleasant
the weather extremely ocld and oars destitute of stoves. At 8 p. m. reached
Eashville, Pound the oity overflowing with veterans emroute hone and con-

ssquantly had trouble finding mooomuodetions. Finally found quarters in
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unfinished upper story of th.: Zollieoffer House which sontained !‘{w or
six different Regimenta,

Monday Jany llth-Meny of us were disappointed this morning to @ind th e
door guarded by = Provost Martial under orders to leep us al! inside but
learning that we occuld pass out with oanteens to prooure mmter we borrowed
them fnf the purpcse and onee outside we cbuld send the canteens back and
rezmin out tc see the sights of the eity.

: Tuesday Jany 12=-Spent the day in looking about the sity, The Yankee
scldiers are by far the largest part of the population, FNot many ladies
are seon and these soarcely deign to glance et us. But their pride is
sensibly lowered sinoce we passed through two years ago. Then they ex-=
peoted soon to see us driven back and the "Bomal- Blue Flag®" once more
floating from the dowe of the State House & wuin hope thus fer so their
pride has given place to sullen submisaiom,

Wednesday Jany 13~It {8 interesting to watoh the Veterans swuandering
their Bounty money on good clothing watohes jewsrly-Fancy prioces are paid
éverything and if we remain much longer our R girent will go home pemi-
less,

Thursday Jany 14-To the great joy of all we marched to the Depot this
morning boarded the train and soon afer were dashing merrily ealong the road
to louisville, We watched with great interest for the localities where two
years before our camps had been pitched, Reaching Ljuisville shortly after
darik we marched to the Barracks ocormer main and sisth street, Here as in
Nashville every available building was filled with veterasns going home,

Friday Jany 15-We are delayed by a flood in the river snd punning ioe
which prevents the ferry from orossing. This is a good thing for dealers
in pinghback jewdlry who are even more successful than their Kashville
brethern in fleecing the toughtless veterans.

Saturday Jany l6-We are impatient to move on ut ean learn nothing

about the time of departure. Beverul R‘;iaunta arrived and one departed,



Bome veterans having oreated a disturbance. The Provost Guards were smnt
throughout the gcity ®o notify sll scldiers without passes to report with-
out delay to their seppective gquarters or be arrested and confined in the
guard House. Instead of comrlying the weterans gathered in squads and
defied the Guards threatening to sieze their arms in self defenso. As
we greatly outnumbersd the Guards we were allowed to roam ummolested,

Bunday Jany 17-0Or my wey to church with severel comradees we learned
of merohing arders snd reported at onwe just in time %o take ocur plaoces
and march to Jeffersonville where we waited until night for a trein of
second olass oars to oonvey ys to Indianapolis,
londsy Jary 18-Reached Indianapolie at € u. m. and marched over to the
Soldiers Home for breakfrst., Other vetsrans were sheed of us and the
dining room wae filled so we had to stand outside until those hed eaten
end another meal had been preperdd, This occcupied fully two hours during
whieh time we stamped about in the snow which was a foot desp and still
falling, When breakfast wes at last arnnounced we crowled the table and
disposed of & nlain substantial meal after which we marched 4o the Depot x
and departed st 11 a. m. A few miles out from the dity our train stopped
where & number of school girls large and small eame to look at us through
curiosity. Before they had time to retrezt an equal number of our younger
boys had jumped from the train mnd were idssisg them right and left. If
anyone of them escaped being kissed it must have been a great disappointe
ment since they all appeared to enjoy it so much. It all heppened whthin
five minutes as the train moved on leaving the girls waving & farewsll and
laughing roguishly through their blushes.

Tuesdau Jany 19-&& e late hour last night our train stopped at Skkte
iLine City for several hours and our men searched the villege for some-
thing to eat, Omns store only was open-the other two had elosed to svoid
being troubled with soldiers, When thies faot became known thege stores

keepors were compelled to opem and never did they sell more goods in so



listless that we maturally resort to card playing ¢o pass the time for
mok of cther recrestion, Reeding will attreot many of us when we can
odrain books and periodicals but sush reading matter is hard for us ¢o
proocure.

Bunday Apr.%-I was awakened $his morning by the strains ef "01d
M‘bythtbrsuhnd:ﬁkipdl“{tﬂteﬂtnﬂmyugdnnnod
back the days ef Sunday School and church going mow interrupted by the
hideous tooksin of war.

It was & nownced that Divine Bervise attended by all the Chaplins,
would be held by Brigade Head Quarters but through some =isunderstanding
eur Bsgiment failed to attend the serviece however was interssting.

The day was beautiful, Nature wore her sweetest smile in plsasant com=~
trast to the ehilling frowns with whieh lho has so recently greeted us.

Monday Apr. 4-Nature's swoet smile was hidden today umder a leden sky
and frequent showsrs of rain., It was my day to eook for the mess. We
are fime in mumber and each %akes his tuwrn., HNad time howsver to have & long
and serious conversation with Jesse Clements and played ehess with Toumy

B. in which game I sams out second dest,

Tuesday Apr. S«The only event today was ths burning of a tent shortly
after Faps. We hear very little from Grants Army in Virginia beyond the
faoct %hat 4t is prepering to male an advanos upon Lee's Army on the Rapidan

adb ut the same tine that we advance upon Jolmston's Army at Roocky Pace
Ridge. A oonocerted movement by both our armies will prevent Lee of Johmston
from sending help to each other,

Wednesday Apr.6- A beautiful spring day incited us to outdoor games
by day and daneing at night. Our xubithmes solitary fiddle furnishes the
musio and army shoes do the shuffling for slivpers and the fair sex come
net withim our jurisdiotion. Our Resruits having recovered from the frost
bites of the late snow and the adhesive grip of the later mud now join in

the sport with hearty enthusiasm and several of them have bosn heard to



say that soldiers don't have such a hard time after all.”

Thursday Apr 7=This is the sesond amniversary of the second day's
battle at Bhiloh in whieh our Ragiment ook parte The bloody soenes of
that day have left a deep impress on our memory and its anniversary will
never pass unnoticed by thes survivors, We rehesrsed the events of that
day-both seem and heard-and for the irformetion of our Becruits mgnified

the death struggle wmti]l we could imagine they tmrned pale and were almost
ready to exoclaim "I wish I was home,"
Friday Apr.8-After an interruption of several days a heavy mail arrived

and the exeitemsnt ocould mot have been greater if the ensmy had arrived.
The news of its edvent spread like wildfire and when the bags reached the

Postmasters tent it was immediately surrounded by an inpwtdendinmoisy srowd

clamoring for letters, Besing domicilled in the ssme tant any eppertunities
are first clasz for observing and reporting the inside workings of ¢ is
departmemt,

®hile the letters are b-i'é assorted it is neocescery for one of ouwr
mess to stand guard with & drewm sworldl to provent forcible entrance, for
the erowd acts like starved wolves and every ereck and eranny of the $teunt
has 1ts pair of eyes gazing upon the heap of letters in hops of eatohing e
glimpse of a long expected missive from swestheart, relative or friend,

When the letters are arranged a secre of woices ory “Give me Co. 4%,
an egqual number call for Co. B and se on through the list of companies where
the excitement is renowed when the létters reach the Company for distribution.

Such is the ordinary reosption of the main but teday the excitement
wag inoreased by the delay in its arrival. If our home folks sould leok
upon this scene and mark its disappointment depioted on the fases of those
whe receive nothing, we are sure they would write more frequently.

Baturday Apr P~One of our "fads" at present is writing under assumed
names to unknown sorrespondents. The Waverly Magagine publishes = dozen
columns of addresses of soldiers in the army and fair creetures throughout

\ i
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the north desiring sorrespondencs. The latter usually describe thamselves
s fun Sdweng pgirls.

He is a poor lonesome shump who does not reeseive a feminine m=izssive
every wesk. Ome of my messmates writes wonderful agsoounts of his advent-
ures snd hairbreadth eseapes whish keep his feir correspondsut in a eontin-
ual state of agitation as she evidently fears he will soon be eaptured or
Klled Iu the paturel result of his desperate forays.but we kmow the only
danzer is the drosdful s¥rainon his imagination.

Sunday Apr 10=Joined a squad of returned pickets tc engege in Target
shooting. At 2,00 yards & white piece of papsr three inches in diamster wase
pinned €0 & tree with a picket knife. The first marksmen struck the exact
center and sent the knife spinning. The owner of the knife picketed it
with the remark that if the proposed %o shoot im that style they hed better
find snother pin. Yone of the party ocould equal the first shot and the
luecky marksman who fired it was entitled %o be exoused {¥op Ploket duty

next time his turn ceme.

Ae we returned to guartors I noticed a smmll cluster of daisies the
first flowsrs of the sssson to greet my eyes. How swest they looked and
pesceful springing out of a soil sc recently trodden by two contending
armies,

Monday Apr. 1ll-A stir was ersated last evening by a report that the
Brigade had orders ¢o stert this morning on an expedition, destinatiom and
objeot waknown.

The truth is that the 78th Illinols alone of our Brigade had received
marching orders, This morning early it started for Lafayetts 20 miles
dietant,, The object was to locate the enexy's outposts in that direction.
We were inspected today by the Brigade Inspector esch sompany forming sue-

sessively on the Parsde Ground for that purposs, Inespectors have lately

received stringent orderz to report all offiocers who Beglect or evade the
¢

rule.



Tuesday Apr. 12-Nathan Perrine and Wm. Saddler arrived today from
home and Bring interesting news of our nieghbond. The resent elevations
in Town & Country resulted in vectery ef the Union Tioket by inoresded
majorities. XMy Fosllier was re-slected Tax Oollector of Pine Creek Towaship,

Read ar interesti g sketeh in Hrrpers of $he ospture of Washington
by the British in 1813. President Madison wns blamed for that disaster
bpuus;l he failed to maks prsparation to prevent it. Unlike Lineoln of
our present day he would not beliede the Capital in danger until the enemy
was in full msreh uron it and only a few miles distant.

Wednesday Apr. 18-The 78th Illinoie returned today from their ree
oonnoisance towerd Delton. Leaving camp here they marched 23 miles almost
due south, then turned t0 the west as far as the Gap held by l!cco.o.k at the
Battle of Chickamaugs, and returned by ancther road to avoid eapture by
a Brigade of Cavalry, reported by one of our sscuts &s having been dispate
ched from Dalton for that purppse. The Regimsnt found the people of the
eountry usually Union in sentiment but in destitute condition. Feeble
efforts in farming were made as it is exposted that the fields will be zcencs
of battle as 8iid as éur army advanoes upon Dalton for whisch our preparations
are almost sompleted,

Thursday Apr l4-A great S.mprovmnt has besn made in the appearance of
our eamp by the phanting ef e double row ef pinee along the regimsntal streety

The Colonel has issued an erder dividing each sompany into $wo sectiome
with a Sergeant and Corporal in charge of sach, who will be held responsible
fer ths geood behaviow and eleanliness of the men.

Qompany Cormanders are required %o pay striot atbtenti-n to the quality
and eockimg of rations and $he Officer ef the Bay is required to inapset

Quarters after guard mounting eseh morning and report any neglect of thess

rulesiriday Apr 16-Apparant

1y & sondition of
Posoe and quietyd
B8 and just now the days By Ut

are
Pessing in e dull momotonous wey devoid of



ingidents within the sphere of owr obdssrvation worthy of record,

But we kmow that the momt strenucus and desperate efforts are now
being made by the Union mand Confederate Govermments %o strengthen their
respective Armies in Virginia and Goergis.

On eur part & call hags been made throughout the Korth for volunteers

%o serve 100 days to relieve our regular soldiers in the guarding of rails

road bridgees and other positions in our rear in eorder that disciplined
troops thus employed may be sant to the front.

Throughout the Confederney the drggnet of oonsoription has besn east
and no able bodied man may escaps unless he is protected by offisial friends

in high nuthority.

Baturday Apr 16-This day might habe passed without note if some care~
less fellow while cleaning his gun had notasoidently discharged it and sent

the steel ramrod broken inte fragments hurtling forth through eamp without
injury, fortunately, to life and limbf

Sunday Apr 17-Oeneral Bteadman, sommanding Chattancoge visited our
Brigade and was sumptuously entertained and dined by General Mitchell our
commndsr at Bead Quarters. All the Field Offiecers of the Brigeds were
prosent,

Usuelly when our officers are seen enjoying luxuries denied te the
ranks there are growls of dissatisfaction from the vetaries of hard teck
and bacon dbut in this ease nmo i1l matured remarks wers made about Steed-
mn end Hitohell, two galliant sompenions in arms, who have won the un-
bounded sdmiration of the rank and file by conspicuous bravery espesially
&t the Battle of Chickamaugs just seven months ago.

Bteedman is now ssparated from our ecrmmnd but et Shat time he oom-
manded the Division of which this Brigade is a part. Our Regiment, how-
ever, was not yet assigned ¢o it, being employed in guarding one of thse
twe pontoon bridges srossing ths Tennessee River, Jn:er{nary link in our

line of sommunication with the rear, and so very important that whem



Rosecrane saw our Right Wing st Chiekmmmugs erumbling, he supposed his
entire army was routed and rode madly to Chattanooga ¢o provide for the
sefety of those bridges so essential to the salvatiom of our army in case
of our retreat whioch appeared immineht/ He did not know that the left Wing
was still holding its ground and repelling the snemy's attacks,

Steedman and Mitchell's Brigades ooccupied s position far te the left
and rear where only the noise of battle reached him, Chafing with impat-
1;1190 under his condition of insotivity he st lsst decided go to the front,
orders or no erders, Accordingly he set his Brigades in motion directly
tomrds the :oint where the firing was most intense and arrived none too
soon for he encountered the ememy swinging round to the rear of Thomas who
now with only half our arsy was bearing the weight of .!mggl whole army,

Stesdman threw his two Brigades across the path of this fatal move-
ment and arrestsd its progress and then joining the right of Thomms line

be assisted in holding the position against repeated sharges wuntil night
ended the eontest,

But this hervic servies was performed at fearful cest, for in the
short apece of time between the niddle of the afterncon and night, nsarly
one half, er 44 perosnt of the two Brigades, had beem cut down by the
enemy's bullets,

londay Apr 18-Cuns of our new recruits who has ealready tired of the
service osoncluded that "playing off™ wa more to kkt motiom than the faithe

fél performance of duty-For several mornings he has failed 4o attend the
worning roll esll and eonsequently was given extra duty slearing up the
oaxp ground, Thks proved tiresome and when he wma ordered to grudb ocut o
stump he flatly refused. He was punished by being tied up by his thumbe
ané told that when he decided to €0 o work he would be relessed. *here
he stook nearly all day unti] fatigue brought repentancs and a willingness

%o work=just for a change.

Tuesday Apr. 18=In company with four eomrades I visited the battlefisld



of Chickamauga whish lies six miles south of our present oamp at Rossville.
As the ﬁel#:'zﬁiﬁ“urpuw territery lying between the Thion and Con-
fedorate lirex, we fully armed ourselves as a very necessary caubion in
ease of we should encountsr any of the enemy's soouting partjes.

¥e walied five miles deyond cur piowet linep over a cowntry blooming
with wild flowers but blackened here and there with ths ruins of houses
and a l1ittle farther on we began ¢0 see shattered trees and the ground
strewn with fragments of guns, battered canteens bits of leather belta and
eartridge boxes, shreds of clothing blus and gray and little mounds marking
the graves of friend and foe. KNeering the southern end of the battle fiel d
we ascended a moderately knoll on & ocurving ridge tremding emestward from
the Dry Valley road then northward on the east of that road, ih sunmit
was notohed with depressions and its slope indented with projecting spurs .
It is known as Horse Bhoe Ridge on account of 1tz gheape and has becoms
noted as the mcene of one of ths most despserate and Bloody contests of the
war, Rude brestworks, built the anight after the first day's battle, marks
the position held by Wood, Brunnen and Steedman, On the knoll called Batt=~
ory Hill was stationed onejof our Batteries-All around the ridge and kmell
we could see the offects of dullsts, shells, and grape shot on the trees
which were soarred and shattersd,

(n our way back ¢o camp we stopped at ono of the few ocecupled houses
snd were pleasantly received and invited to partiks of & dumch of bread
and milk for which the housewife refused pay but very willingly mecepted
& generous ration of ooffee and sugar with which we hed provided cursslves
well iknowing these articles are yare luxuries to the country people.

The next place we stopped was at & lerge log house of seven or eight
rooms swrounded by bute formerly used for slaves, The immates oconsisted
of a widdle aged womsn and her aged slmost helpless parents. ¥We sat down
in a large kitshen before & huge fireplsace beside the old man who was

soarsely able 4o totter across the room but he was quits cheerful. He was



gEreatly intsrested in one of owr guns, a sizteen shooter Henry Rifle and
expressed great astonishment that the Yankee's should be able ¢o invent
such & dangercus weapon,

e know what war is,” said the drughter,"the cavalry fought for
sleven days arcund our house and we never expected to live through it,
¥We hid in every oorner of the house but it was'nt samd anywhere.," You
can ses where the dbullets eame through.®

After leaving this house we met on the road two old women returning
from our camp woth rations they had drawn from our Division Cormissary.
¥e learned on inquiry that their ages were 50 and 88,

“Have you un;;bohoco". asked the younger ocms, ™ we can't hardlyget aleng
without {t. We've slways used it and now can't get & bit.," We explained
that tobecco was guite as scarce with us as with thex and that while two

of our party used the weed when they eound get it they had not had a taste

or & smell of it for many days, “Yes," she eontimmed, we can't get any
needles pins thread bduttons or sich like and we would'nt get anything %o
eat if it was'nt for you uns, but we have to walk ssven miles and esarry
our Bations home."

¥e gave them ell the pins needles and thread thet we had and expressed
our sympathy for the hardship they had to endure as the result of a sruel
war, They theanked ue and hobbled on towsrds their desztitute homes.

Wednesdsy Apr 20-Knowing as we do the destitute condition of the in-
habitants of the naighborhood where their fields have been ravaged by both
armies, we are paindd to learn that General Shermmn has iszsued an order

fordidding the issue of rations o eivilliams south of Mashville. It deo~
lares that it is gnexpedient for the Govermment to bear the burden of

transporting supplies under conditioms of great difficulty for the subsis-
tence of persons not eonnected with the army and the only altermative is
removal to the rur of such psrsons for which purpese free transportetion
will be provided.



Thes real reason for this order is the necessity for acoumulating
supplies for the ooming campeign~The daily need of the army is 1560 car-
loads which must be carried over & single track from Feshville which ia
constantly menacdd by the enemy's reiders directed by sush skilfyl eom~
mrnders as Wheeler, Forreat and Morgan.

But the hardship entailed by the enforocement of this order are so ap-
p-.rmt‘o.nd 80 heart rending that the Washington authorities urged Sherman
to forego it but they occuld not suggest any other remedy by which the nec-

sssary quantity of stores can bo scoumulmted in time for our forward move=-

ment,

Thursday Apr. 21-We hear that Johnston has sent his cawvalry into North
Alsbere and is holding them in readiness to meke a dash upon our oracker
line, It was reported that boats were being prepared for srossing the
Tennoessee River so Gen Thomas sent a steambont load of soldiers with arti-

llery to go down the river as far as possible and destroy every skiff, gug
out or boat they could find, %The expedition wms only partially suocessful

28 the snemy was found in inoreasing foroe along the bank and soon rendered
the further passage of the boa»t unsafe. But & great many boats that had
bean used by the enemy were destroyed.

Friday Apr 22«A visit to Chattancoga, six miles from cur camp, gives
an idea of the tremendous work involved in the supplying of food and cloth-
ing and forage for & hundred thousand men and many thousands of iniml:
sach day while at the same time asowrlating largs quantities for future
emergencies. Heavily laden trains are seen rolling into the Depot almost
in oentinucus procezsion while a swarm of government wegons are in constant
resdiness to pounce upon the cars as soon as they are shifted to the side
track and transfer the sontents to the various warehouses for whioch purpose
& nugber of buildings in the eity have been appropriated, mew buildings
have been erevctod mnd others are under eonstruction,

Saturday Apr B3-0ur mess has eonstituted itself a "Comittes on the



Conduct of the War." We formulatsd plans for both armies and severely
eriticize the commanders of both wham they adept some other plan. Ve
have deaided what we are going to do to Johnston in the coming eampaign
but we are still umsettled in owr minds as to what Johnston is going to
de to us, _

We eonsider that he has three alteroatives. O(ne is 4o come up and
qmok' us where we are, another is to slip around through North Alabams
and get in our rear, severing our communicetions and foroing us into a
fé0t race to see which army ean reach Mashville or even Louiivill; first
as Bragg did us in 85 and the third is to eling %o his pressnt strong-
held end if driven or flenked out to fall bask to the next range of hills

or mountains of which the cowntry before us will afford Bim.many lines of
great matural strength to choose from. We fear he will adopt the latter.

Sunday Apr 24-Orant telegraphs Sherman; "Will your veterans be back
in tims to start on the 2Znd of May? Sherman had %o ask for a few days
delay.The veterans referred to are the regiments that re-eblisted for anot-
ber three years, as did ours, and were sent home on 50 days furlough.

All have returnsd but a very few and they are on the wuy.

During the winter and aspring these reenlistments in the Army of the
Cumberland numbered 88 regiments of Infantry, 3 mounted infantry, 16 Cavalry
18 Batteries of Artillery and 26 Detachments of ell arms. If these men
had not reenlisted their time would have sxpired about the ¢time we reached
Atlanta and the depletion of its ranks by this great number would have left
the remmant of our army &t the merqy of the Confedematy.. ;

Nonday Apr 25-The i1l advised expsdition of Gemeral Banks from New
Orleans up Red River to espturs Alexandria and Bhreveport has failed to
resch the latter place and having been worsted in severel encounters with
the enemy is now retreating ¢o ¥ew Orleans, it is reported that a fleet
of guwboats that sccompanied the expedition has besn caught by the falling
river and cannot get over a shoal bar,



It 46 said that this expedition was mmde as & cotton speculation @
ssoure great quantities of the stapls said to be hsld in Texas. This
cotton is wotth at least one dollar a pound but the owners have no market
unless they ship through our lines where it is subjedt to coufisosticn,
Bot this difficulty is overcoms and daily practiced by the colusion of
®cuthern planters, Pederal Army Officers and sotton speculators with dags

of gold. The cottaon finds its way %o New York and the gold finds its way
into the pockets of the Planter of Officer, snd speculator. It is related

of ons of our Generals in command et Memphis -~ I think it was Genersl Ord -
that he yrote to President Linaoln msking to be transferred to the front
as he had been offered $80,000 by the speculatévs to help them get their
hands on & sertain lot of cotton "and this," he declared, “is »o near my
price that I am afraid they will come up to it next time." He wanted to
be removed from temptaticn,

Tuesday Apr 26= Capt Wagner started for home yesterdsy on reoruiting
service for the Regiment, If suscessful in securing snough reoruits we

will be entitled to theee Field Officers and he will be eormissioned as

ma jor, As it is we have but ons such officer, Lisut Col Van Tassel who
comuands the Regiment., MNp to the date of our reenlistwent cnr numbers had
been reduced atout one half by easuslties and sickness. It wes expectoed
that our furlough home would be productive of new mmterial to fill our
depleted renks but the Regiment only cbtained 18¢ recruita, We found thet
the glitter and the glory of war thet attracted us 4n 1861 had been dissi-
peted by sad and stern realities and our civilian friends whom ww urged to
Join ouwr renks hesitated &r declined when they lesrned how meny of our
aumber had been leid under the southern sod and how many were orippled with
wounds. The inspiring effect of our presence with all cur sssumed enthus=
issm oould not diszipate the defRessing influense of our comrades who did
Rot return, whose bereeved parents widows or relatives met us with tears

mors potent to discourage new enlistments thean ell the cheers b which our



arrival was wslcomed,

Wednesday Apr 27-(eneral SBherman has issued an ordsr for the ocon-

centration of =1l his forces at Chattanocoga and is moving hig Homdaly
from Neshville to the latter place in preparation of the forward th
soon to take place., The Arzy of the Potamsc under Grant will advance at
the same time to attack Lee, so there will be no ﬁm troops from Vir-
ginia .t.hmm upon us in this ocampaign at there was at Chiskamauge as Les
will need every man for his srmy 4{s much smaller than Grant,

Thursday Apr £28-The southern newspeper especially in Richmond are
making & great hue and ory urging Johnston to take the offensive, President
Davis is said %o be quite mnxious for such a movement but Johnston is too

prudent to take suchchances with imadesquate wmesns nnd men,
If such & plan was ever feasable it waz while so many Vetersan Regiments
were absent on furleough, but now it is too lete as consentration of Sher=
mans Army is almost effected, The newspspers oall attention to the long
line of railroad, 336 miles, from Louisville to Chattancoga which Sherman

has to gusrd and insist that it must be vulnerable at soms point to the

attack of such dering cavelry as Forrest, Wheeler and lorgan.

Johnston knows however that permanent interruption of the reilroad is

difficult task or it would have been performed ere tiis, The bridge along
the line are all protected by Blook Houses or Jorts eash containing 26 teo _
30 soldiers provided with wter, food end ammunition for a siege. Octagon al
in shape, with eides double thiskness of heavy logs and further syrsngthened
by embankmente of sarth whioh also eovers the ro f, the garrisons ean hold

an arxy &t bay sand rick off any parties approsching their brodge with the
purpose of setting it on fire. The reducstion of these little forts means

intermineble deley to a raiding party or even an army eonducting operations

ageinst the railroed.

Friday Apr 20- An order frox Oeneral Palmer direcis us to be ready to



move to Ringgold next ¥onday. All surplus baggege is to be sent o Chatt~
ancoga and thence by river to Bridgopert for storage. Omly ons wagon will
scoompany the Regiment loaded with retions snd nor more than five small
wvalise to contain uuderclothing for all the officers. All other beggage
not oarried on the person must be sent to the rear.

S8aturday Apr 30-A busy day -.mry‘body packing boxes with extra elothing
and the many trinkets possessed by every soldisr. ¥he larger portion of
o;u- personal property has been shipped home by express as we have found by
experience thmt A Government Warshouse is & mapsack “Inferno” and we may
well "sbandon hope®™ for all thet enters thers,

Bunday ¥ay leVe sttendsd Divine Service and listened more uitentively
then usual to the Chaplin's sermon for we realige that irn the campaign
before us our future Sabbath'e will 1likely be spent on the firing line.

Monday ¥ay Z£«0ur Brigeade marched at 8 A. ¥, on the road te Ringgold,
1{ miles distant, over & rough country broken by rugged mountein spurs
covered with chestnut and pure timber. The road follows a tortuous eourse
through the valleys and ocossionally where umavoidable, soales the abrug ¢
sides of the smaller ppurs. Bhortly after noon we oame in sight of Ring~-
gold end went into eemp ons mile north west of the town on the hillside
opprosite Teylors Ridge.

Tuesday May 3-Although marching orders mey disturb us et any hour and
certuinly within e day or two, we spent the entire day in building huts -
using for meterisl the ohestnut bark which we strip from the trees in
sections, often fifty feet long by a foot or more in widthe.

We observe the gathering of troops in our vioinity and already the
valleys and hillsides are growing white with numercus "pup tents”. Our

army has been for some time rather disorganized and scattered but now that

& new aswvignmont has been mede and oonnentrt‘bign ordered, we see Hegiments
[ ]

Joining their Brigades, Brigedes their Divisions Divisions their Dorps, and
Corps their Army of the Cumberlan€, Yenrossee or “hic, Our movement te

\ fl:f,l



Ringgeld has put us in line with our Division.

As now censtituted our Regiment belongs to the Becond Brigade, Oen.
dohn G, Witchell, eommnding. Becond Nivision, Gen. Jeff C. Davis comman~
ding Fourtesnth Army Corps, Oen. Jolm M. Palmer oommanding Army of the
Cumberland, Gen., Geos, E. Thomms, commanding. The Army of the Cumberliand
constitutes the center of Shormans cemmand, the Arymy of the Ghie the Eight
Wing and the Army of the Tennessee the Left Wing.

It is intended that we of the center ghall march straight up to the
ensmy's {ntrenchments in front and hold him there while the Right and Left
tings shall “flop" towards the snemy's reer and force him to come out
and fight or retrsat to save his lines of eormunieation.

Our “orps the 14th is also the Oenter of the Army of the Cu.berland,
$he 20th Corps under command of General Joseph Hooker oonstitutes the *
Right", and the 4th Corps urder Gen. 0. 0, Howard the "Left",

Yednesday-ay 4th-A party of us visited Ringgold and saw a town of about
fifty bulldings, half of them in ruins, Very few citizens remain end these
can searocsly find lodging as every svailable building e filled with army
stores., Walking out from the town we followed the railroad through Xiek=
ajaok Gap, along the bank of Chickamaugs Creek. We stopped awhile to admire
the gool limpid stream and then began the toilscme aseent of Taylors Ridge
from the east, On the sumit we found & Signal Station end were kindly
permitted by the officer in charge %o look through his glass, Rooky Face
Ridge was plain to be sesn by the naked eye but the powerful ghiss disclosed
its sides strewn with loose rocks as if speaislly preperdd to make its
ascent moat difficult, A deep notch in the sontour of ths Ridge marked
the position of Burzard Roost Gap where Will Creek and the railroad runs
through. In en open field mt the foot we could ses a solitary horseman
on picket duty watching to give the first alarm of our approach.

Thuraday lay B-At sunrise we roved in the direoction of Tunnel Hll,

passing through Ringgold and the Gap below, along Chickamauge Cresk and



end the bese of Taylors Ridge, an sxtremsly rough and rocky roed, wntil

we Feacched an cpen field in the Valley twe miles below the Sown. Hsre

our Brigede was formed in column by Begimesnts in rear of lMorgan's, arms
were stacked and the command "Rest" was given . Meanwhile other %roops
were forming in our rear and soon the valley was nearly filled with the
Infantry and Artillery of the léth Corps in Netide order, while the Cavalry
in our front was slowly pushing beck the Rebsl Piokets, as the pepping of
c#rhinu indiecated. The fog which all morning hed obseured distant objeats
was now disappearing under ths influence of the sun, and far down the
valley oould be dimly seen our skirmishers advancing toward & pateh of tim-
ber that soon hid the combatants but did not smot'.er the noise of their
combat. Bvidently our skirmishers soon sesured possession of the wood,

for the firing did not continue very long and presently ceased for the day.

When quiet was restored ocur Begiment marched back to Ringgold where
our old Enfield Ouns were exchenged for new Springfield rifles, €9 saliber
earrying an mumoe ball. Some &f bur boys are like ohildren with new toys,
they are anxious for & "sorap” in order to try thnir new guns.

Friday May 6-Learning that we would not move today thres of us visited
Catocsa Bprings, a eouple of miles from oamp, & locality notable in histery
ee 8 grent resort for the Indians,

We found a lot of innooent looking springs transformed inte warious
chemiosals solutions by wooden sign boarde, Some of the names appeared %o
us to be so formideable and dangerous thet we sampled them very sautiously
but €inding all had the same wetery tuste we drank recklessly of thirteen
varieties-an uncleky number and returned to eamp alive.

Saturday May 7=Yesterdey was oampleted the soncentrpation of Shermans

Arxmy and ell being in readiness;, he gave the order for a gensral advanoce
upon the enemy to take plmce this morning, directing Gen Thomas %o marsh
our l4th Corps straight towsrd the oenter of Hohnston's Army. Acoordingly

we were ordered to be ready and at sunrise our Regiment broke camp and led



the Brigade with our faees Bet towards the memesing hights of Rooky Face
Ridge. ¥e slowly followsd and skirmishers whe were eautiously seareling
for the Rebel Pickets and quite sure of finding them, Pretty soon a few
soattered shots indicated that the expected had happened. ic we advensed
the firing in frontikept growing in wvolwme, TVhen we had gone three miles
and were within two miles of Tunnel Hill which wnz oocupied by the enexy,
our Brigade filed to the laft of the road, wnslung kuspsacks o be left
under guard, formed in line of battle and reamined almost an hour, them
orossed the road wnd ascended a hill overlooking the town of Turmel Rill
from the north west,

While crossing the road a shell dbursted over our heeds and we maturally
expectad more of the same sort but it was not repeated, Ve laid on the
orest of the hill more than an hour during which time the snemy evasuated
the town when we moved down and oocoupied it., The reason we obtained poss-
esaion so sasily was because Howards Corps was swinging around on the left
and would soon have cut off retreat. The hill owerlooking tho town was
well fortifidéd but Howards flenking movement made the works ugeless,

Bhortly after moon our Brigade moved to the crest of Tunnel Hill,
formed line, staoked arms and was notified that here we should remain for
the night, Company B was sent out to reconnciter and sxchanged shots with
the Rebel Pickets. Another company was then sent out and the two remmined
on piockst all night, During the a fternoon small squads of the enemy ecce

asionally approached and attracted several shots from cur Rrigade Battery.
A negro came ot owr pickets about sunset and was brought to our Colonel whe

questioned him about affairs within the Rebel lines, the reports that
Johnston has three lines eash nins miles long oecupving the orest of Rosky
Fa oe Ridge.

Sunday ¥gy 8-A bright morning greeted ocur eyes when we awoke but it

Was ot %o be & day of ehurch going ard singéng of hymns., A churek was in
sight, a briock one, in the town eof Yurmel Hill below us, but the preacher,



where was he, the singers, whers wet's they, the congregation where was it. %
411 bedly soattered, I invited some of my comrades to go to shureh, whieh,

of sourze, wae out of ths question as we momentarily expeoted orders ¢o
advanee. Jheir replies were mxusing on said his “"boiled" shirt and paper
ocllar were paciced in his Imapsack and piled somowhere in a field with

40,000 others and he did'not have time to go ¢to look for it, Another eould'nt
find a boy to take oere of his gun while he scorted his girl. Another ex- '
peoted & visit from the faolks over on Rocky Pace and a fourth thought -.
Sherman might want him ¢c oarry a message over on the Ridge,

The morning passed quietly enough but toward noon we heard firing on
our left and presently saw Harkers Brigade of our ocorps working its way
along the lowsr sdgs of the ridge, Reaching a position nearly oppélih to
us the Brigade encountered obetructions and resistance that brought it te
a halt, Assistance was then sent forwmrd from Buttsrfield's, NorganBs
and Devis Divisions, in which movemsnt we +took part &t €:350 p. me Jolning
the Brigade we followed the R, R. track down the walley toward the Gap about
a mile. When we met the enemy’s pickets and our Regiment wns deployed %o
the left of the road and ¢wo, A & B, cempanies were ﬂ-‘m"gﬁg’:ﬂw’{%ﬁ&&
skirmishers. We followed them within suprorting distence thr":in; our way
through heavy underbrush to ¥ill Creek which back water we w:ded waist
high and emerged at & olear space at the foot of & hill, Ners we guieckened
our pace and swept up the slope with the enemy's skirmishers retiring as
rapidly before us. We followed them down the other side of the hill and
up e smmller conical shaped hill to the top where we were halted. A portion
of our Brigsde took part with us in the running fight of three quarters of a
mile but our progress was so rapid that little shooting was done and owr
loss was only one man killed in the 133th Ohil.

After we had halted the Hagimant wes called on to send a eompany %o
clear en adjoining hill of the enemy'sxsharpshootsrs. Co. A & P beging

on the skirmish line were ordsred to do so. To resch ths foot of the hill



they had tc wade Mill Creekwmist deep and draw themselves out by the ever-
hanging brush while sudjeot to the emsmy's fire, GOen, Witshsll sent the
108th Ohio to reinforove Co. A and tog ether the hill was clesred without
further difficulty., We now found themaelves closs up to the mouth of the
Gap and within half a mile of the fort guarding the entrance. Ne eould
look fto it and see & sheet of -'bori.whoro‘_!atill Cresk had besn dammed

80 thet the railroad track elevated on tr;:’clea furnified the only footing,
The precipitous sides of Rocky Face loomed ms if wé had surely reached a
stopning plece loomed above us sp-arantly inmccessible so altogether it
looked a8 if we had surely reached a stopping place, A semi eirele of
batteries at the inner end of the Gap &re said to cormand every foot of
the marrow pia.;'n'aga. £

During tho. night, Gen. Davis our Division Commender, concluded that
an attempt should be made to cut the dam that caused such serious ebstrus-
tion to the Gap and the allotment of doing so fell to our Regiment. The
attemyt can best be desoribed by the principal motor Sergt. t. C. Winters
of C. A in his omn woris,.

“My sompeny had been skirmishing during the afternoon upon the side
of the mountain among rocks and fallen trees. I had gone to bed too tired
to slesp. About 11 o'clock Gen. Mitchell and Gol; Van Tassell geme %o
my tent. The General wanted ms to take a few men, go through the enemy's
lines and cut the dam, I seleoted Pvts. Garmiak, Crichton end Coryell of
Co. A. 3itohsll and Van Tassell accompanied us to the skirmish line when
the 113th Ohio Regt. was stationsd. We were given picks and shovels wrapped
in tent oloth to deaden sound. We were 0 carry no arms but as § I ebjeeted
%o this Oan. tchell gave me his revolver. Leaving the skirmieh line we

talked over our plans of work. On our left wos e stesp side of the moun~
tain from which the road bed had been blasted., On the right & steep in-

eline of broken stons the foundation of the reilrosd trask along which was

the only wmy for us to gos We laidr and erawled, I in the lead, close
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enough to reach essch other with hands on feet. We wore net ©o speak 2 word,
all sommmication to be Wy sigmals, one stroke of hand or foot %o ge for-
ward, two to be ltill. and three to retreat.

As wa neared the picket post I saw a sentinel leaning on his gum
looking et the fire and near him, half a dozgm: or more of his sleeping
oomrades, We passed within twenty feet of hin and then knew we ware within
th e Rebel lines, At this moment Pvt. Oarwick gave me two sudden jJerks.
I-nisod my head and saw a little building on fire just actoss the Valley
and it would soon beo light as day. I li.gxaled a retreat, As we passed the
sentine]l he looked direstly over us at the burning building and the lsst
we saw of him he was still looking in that direction.

e reported to Gen. Mitchell who dimnissed us saying that it would have
been impossible to have done more with the Pss lighted up. A few hours
later the Gesneral again sent for me and put me in charge of about 100 men

of the 1i3th Ohio with orders to foree our way through and open the dam.

We charged their piockets capturing three men and had almost reached
the oculvert where the dam had been constructed when the ensmy on both sides
of the paes opened fire and about the same time the men in rear of my
detachment eried cut "They're ocutting us off" and began to rutreat to ea-
cape capture. 4s I retreated past the head of the enemy's charging oolumn
they were not more than 100 yards from the rsilroad track and were shou-
ting 8top there you Yankees, Swrender. Although it was now growing
light from the approaching day, it was still too dark for them to see thet

we were all getting away and they wers too intent on our capture to stop
and fire at us,

We again reported failure to Gen. Witohell who said he had twice
received orders from Gen., Davis to eut the dem but was now convimoed it
oould not be done without great loss of life,

Honday May SeAs our Regiment remained inscotive until the middle of

the afternoon end our point of observetion being a good one ws watohed



the operations being carried on sgrinst Roeky Pace and Bussards Roost with
fnterest., Off to our left we could hear the skirmishers of Howard's Corps
and see the smoke that marked the progress of their line along the base
of the Ridge in our direction.

On our right, moross Hill Creek, Geary's Division of Eooker's Corps
was making & desperste attempt to soale the mountain side end succeeded
in mﬁhing the bass of & palisedo of rock whioh barred its further progress.
A few mon clambered to the top and urged their comrades to follew but
they were either killed or forced back as the defenders were in position
sven to roll stones down upon the heads of the ettacking party. Three
attempts were made to the palisade but all were repulsed end the attempt
was then sbandoned, I.

The skirmishers of our own Division then becane engaged direotly in
front of us and ebout half mile distant. ¥e watched t.em working their
wey forward and upward amid loose rook and scrubby trees near tho edge
of the Gap while stfay bullets oocasionally fell in our midst. %The Rebel
Bettery on the right of the Gep might have giVen us much trouble had not
its sttention been engaged by one of our Batteries. Yet once and awhile
it dropped mshell near us,

We continued to remain inaetive but interested spectators until 3 P. XK.
our Regiment wes ordsred to reinforce our skirmighers in front, ¥e croseed
over to the base of the ridge and sweinted further developments. FPressently
it was announced that te skirmishers in front wers stiort of amsumnition
80 two of our companies were sent forward to take their place and we slam-
bered up wntil we reached the palissde of rock whisch we found o be eon-
tinuous and insccessidble on both sides of the Gap. The snemy eppeared in
strong force mennihg the top of the palisade reminding us of t:e fertified
walls of ancient days. We whe were in front could now see how futile it

would prove tc attempt tc soale these althgugh our Generals in the rear

might entertain s different opinoin, Ve held the ground we had gained until



has gone down before them as the stuxps will testifye.
Viednesday=Mch 8-

Thursday-Moh 10=We find our Aroy under comend of Genersl Grent holding

a lins that extends from Knoxville in Ezst Tennessee through the extrene
northern part of Georgia into northern Alebame with Chattencoga as the
senter. Our own “Army of the Cusberland” under General Thames ocouries &
middle position with the Fourth Qorps under General Howard at Clevelend
the Twentieth Corps under Generaul Hooker in lnokout Valley and our Corps
the Fourteenth under General Palmer in front of Chattanocoga. The Confed-
srate Army under General Joseph E. Johnston who has succesded General Bragg
is gouped around Dalton with the main line ocoupying Rooky Face Ridge which

appears to be inaccessible exsept at Buzsard Roost and Snake Creek Geps
whioh are strongly guarded, This situation was developsed about two weeks

before our arrival by the adverre of our Corps to siegzs Dalton under the
appremhension by General Orant &hdt Johnsbon had weakened his center by

dispatohing troops to meet Sherman in Alabema, After a series of spirited

engagenents the oufiying forces of the enemy wers crowded beck to Roecky
Fece Ridge but there bid defiance to eny further advaonce by our Corps and

General Thomas found it nnoossa{y to withdraw it, having ascertained at
the cost of more then three hundred men killed and wounded that Jo*mston
had rll his forces in rosition serose our path and that his soldiers had

not lost the quality of stubborn resisztance under their new commender,

despite the fact that through lacsk of oconfidence in their old Cormander
Bregg they ykelded too easily the strongholds of Lookout Mountain and
Wissiorn Ridgs less than four months backe.

Friday-¥chll-=The noise, tuetle and smoke of putting our camp in order
which has continued uninterruptedly eince our arrival wes suspended at
& 3 F. M.today long enough for the Colonel to muster us into line for in-
spection in order to ascertain how many had actuslly responded to the eall

for our return the field, The resuit of thig inepection discloeed a numbepr

vuoancies in our ranks whioch should have been filled by returning veterans



whe feiled to keep with the procession enroute from Dixon espeeially in

the large cities where attractions are numsrous and fascineting as we
prosed through. But they will show up later on before they are reported
as deserters,

Baturdsy Mch 12-lieutenant Williams arrived tocay with forty seven
recruits who were left at Dixon when the ROgiment. started to be ‘mmtorud

into service. A few of their original number are alsoc missing-probably
bouty jumpers.

The recruits were eupprised to find us all so hard et work epparently
building & village for permsaent ocoupancy. They expected %o find us om

the mureh or in line of battle alli the time, We guspended our work long
enough to f£ill them brim full of misinformetion tho nsture of which they
will disocover in course of time by experience but urecious little truth

will they learn by making inquiry.

8unday Moh 18-This was vacoinstion Day and "A®ms in Sling® was the
order after the Surgeon had left his mmrk on us, Bmallpox has appeared
and several mambers of our Regiment have been sent to the Hospital suff-
ering with the disesse., The Chaplain also made ap sttaok gn us this after~
poon in & sermon directed egainst the vice of gambling which is & hundred
times more prevalent and just ms bed if not worse than Smallpox,

Monday Moh 14=The rattling of musketry every day about meon sounds
like & battle. The troops of our Brigede are required to practioce shooting
at a Sarget mnd the two best shots in each company are to be selected for
e Battalion of Eharpshooters to Le orgenized. The weather is uncomfortable
eo0ld end as we did not provide fireplacses in our tente we sre comelled %o
%0 oongregate around outdoor fires while at night we have not sufficient
edvering to Yeep wmrm,

Tuoaday Mok 16-A strong oold morth wind blowing sll day lowered the

temperaturs very considercbly until at sunset there was & flurry of enow
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Eithsrto we Veterans in the presense of Reoruits have professed extreme

indifference as to weather and other disagreeable insidente of camp life
but we had to unbend under streszs of this unusual cold snzp and join with
the Reoruits in their ory of lamentation, A few Veterans meintained the
dignified position we have assumed with the Reoruitl b procesding with-
out of word of ocomplimint to build fireplaces and chimneys as if it was &
it S ciaieh e wiabir SR M W s e R_oruits heard
mao eomplaints but in the priweey of their oim tents these seme Vetersns

swore not loud but deep.

Rednesday Moh 16=The continued oold weather has suspended ocemp duties
loaving us free to oombat the disagreeable elements of our situation in

eur own menner. But we hed one ray of comfort in listening to the music
of a brass band which came yesterday to our nearest neighbor the 1l13th
Ohic and today lulled us into forgetfulmess of our surroundings with the
sveet notes of familiar airs.

Thursday »oh 17=l'o meil ia the burden of our complaint today. Rumor
BEys Jno ¥Worgan captured end destroyed the train near Decherd se our lstters
&re no MOre. ihis is e oslamity worse than the non srrivul of rations and
none of us ere mtooisl enough to hide our vexation even in the presence
of recruits.

F-iday Ych 18-It is wonderful how we have settled down to the quiet
performence of our duties so socon after the deviltry khat marked our pso-
gress from Dixon to Chattanocoga, The caused of our refora are apparent
we have no whiskey to oversome our reason no copperheads near to excite
our wratheno groceries to be raided=no libarty to work our own sweet will
but strict military discipline ready on the spot to execute judgement for
present misdoings,

Saturdey=-¥ch 1P=Although the enamy s not anywhere near us we have
persusaded our Keoruits that Guerillas are prowling along the picket line

at night "seeking whom they may devour" and the result is that when &



Recrult is plawed on picket duty hie gun may be heard brealing the still-
ness of the midnight hours as he fires at stumpe logs «nd shadown which
his fency transforms into luring ensmies.

Sunday Meh 20-1_ing in my tent st en early howr half awske thers came
o ry ears the notes of "old bhundred" wafted from the horns of our nkigh-
bor's regimental brass bend. The grend melody took possesaion of my dulled
sonses binding them with a & lken ohain while all that was low and hate=
f'I:ll fled from its prosence. My hard cot became soft and downy as a sumer

eloud and my squatting tent beceme shining wings to waft my soul to the very

Gate of Heaven which opened to my vision disclomsing the Grest White Throme
and He that sat thereon while multitudes of the R deemed chantod im uniseon.
®"Be thou Oh God exslted bigh"e When the notes cessed the bnutifﬁl vision
faded away-the wings that had borne me sloft beocame an overpowsring weight
to orush my epirit back to earth where the knots and humps of my i1l made
bed scor restored the consciousness of my poor humanity and ocaused me to
ory in snguish of heart How long, Ch, Lord, how long will the passions of
war stifle our hpu:nnne emotions, the clesh of arms dull our ears to heavenly

musio and the smoke of battle obsecure our vision of Him who hath proclaim-

ed; "Peace on earth and good will to men",

¥onday Moh Zl-Awoke this morning to €ind en enemy in my tent with a
firm grasp on my jaw-a oanse of mumps, There are cthers in the same fixe
4 eonsclation. The weather is bad-n sause of dissstisfaotion. Only one
Jaw affected-s ocause of congratulation,.

Tusaday Moh 22-Snow eleven inches deep and still falling was the ocase
Shis morning-the deepsst in thiery years it is said.

Kednesday Moh 28=i grest battle ocourred this afterncon botwean the
rizht and left wings of our Regiment. Balla flew thick and fast and many
were etruok, Sm. tlood was drawn=from noses, too soft for hardened snowe
belle, The motion had incressed to rreat violencs and threstened dire

Fesults when a blast from the bugle dispsrsed the cenbetants as each man



ey

rushed $o his quarSers to answer $e his name &2 "Retreat and Boll Gall"-
‘Both sides elaimed the victory..
Sionday Moh 24-Yhile we have had a great sport snow balling we are

. glad to see thesnow fast disappearing under the cocasional beams of the

sun.
Friday Moh 25-Rain began faliing lset niglt which changed %o smow and

the ground was white this morning but it soon disappeared when rainm agaiz

b;pn to fall. We notice the weather very p-rtd.puhrly because w have
mothing elso to do then this spell is so unseasomable and we have me pro-
tection against the cold, Our recruits now upbraid us for the glowing
disoription we gave them of bealmy weather in the sumny south and elaim %o
be the vietims of misrepsentation which induesd them enlist.

Baturdey Mch 26~Following the snow comes the mud tp oconvert our eamp
ground inte a minature "Dismal Swamp®™ a mew grievance for the recruits bat
we vetersns could see the promise of a bettsr day in occasional gleams of
sunshine stealing through seurrying elouds to rest a =oment on the brow
of Lookout,

Sunday Mch 27-A fair warm day at last has dispelled our gloom the
restored the matural buoyancy of spirits charmcteristic of socldiers whe

abandon themselves to the keen enjoymemnt of pleasant surroundings undie-

turbed by a single thought of hardship and danger ahead, As owr Nrigade
was exercised x pretty much all day in practicing the movemenis we will be
ealled upon to execute tomorrow in Reviow by General Thomms. Very listle

.~ time was given us fer the observance of the Sabbath~but wnfortunately we
40 not consider this a gtievanoce, :

Monday loh 28-The Review did not take place today on aoccount ef the
unexpocted arrivel of Oeneral Sherman who is mow -xrvctod to sttend,
Gherman has been appointed to the commend of the Armies of the Cumberland
Tonnesses and Mississippi in place of Grant who is now Lisutenant Gemeral

in oommand of the entire army with Headquarters at Washington. These

| e



appointments wers made by the President on Marsch 1T&h,

Tusedsy-lioh 20-The Bgview has again been postponed possibly em secount
of the ruiny weather. The order from Division Headguarters announding its
states that the object iz to ascertain the condition of the army for eotive
service., It is certain that our Regiment is not prepared as we are not yet
supplied with the neeessary wmgons and oamp equipage.

Wednesday Moh 30=It is reported that Chattanooge is full ef Mejor
Generals who are “hobuobbing" tegether in such & profound way that the
"High Private™ who ebserved their movemsnts i sure thal'y- are hatehing g plan,

Thursday lich 3leThe much talked of Beview came off today-The Division
was drawn up in an open level spase and performed the evelutions of drilling

sud perading in the presence of Oeneral Thomas and Palmer. Gensral Eherman
s not present much to our disappointment. The weather was perfect and
the display sagnificent to the looker on who eould see a whole Division
moved as ons men but the grandure was lost to us who trotted aroumd under
the weight of knepsasks and arms and with great drops of perspiration
soursing down our cheeks. %The greet ma jority of su cheerfully performed our
humble parts but there were kickers after the paraude who said they ocould see
no fun in tretting around for the benefit of & few shouldsr straps,

Pridey .Apr.l-iul fools day hes bser colebrated in the usual way of

Playing tricks and many new practical jokes were invented and prasticed.
Baving nothing sles to do we devoted cursslves to this hearmless resreation

well knowing tiat more serious matters will shortly engage our attention.
Baturdsy Apr B~Received by mmil today four numbers of the Atlantie
Monthly for the Adjutant and myself, We had the epportunity 4hrough the
kindness of Elder Decker of subsoribing to such periodicals as we deshrwdd
at one Mlf of the regular mates. We re indebted for thisfaver to an
essociation of editors formed for the petriotic purpose of supplying the

soldiers with oheap reading matter. What we need in the army next to food
and elothing for the body is food for the mind, Ouwr life in camp is so ik
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night terminated the firing whem out two companies were withdrawm frem
the skirmish line to rejoin the bdalanse of the Regiment which had yremained
in reserve st the foot of the Ridge and here bivousced under arms fer

the night,

Our Regt. lost ? wourded, some of them mortally.

The uproar of this fighting throughout the day waus equzl almost to s
groat battle, but as the nature of the ground restrioted the contsst %o
lrkirnish lines only, the loss to owr army was very mll end to the Con=
federates almost nothing.

The loss however such as it wus fell almost entirely on Morgans
Brigade of our Division to w:ose assistance our Regiment had been oalled.

Turedey !ay 10-We remained at the front of the hill until 10 a. m.
then retired across the valley to a hill where we found shelter behind its
brow in rear of one of our Batteries planted on its criést.

About noon a dusl began between this Battery and one of the enemy on
t.he.hill opposite and ocontinued the balance of the day. %e endured the
screaming of shot and shell over our heads and watohed them fall in the
valley behind as with equanimity as we were fairly out of dangsr although
an ocoasional spent bullet from the skirmishers reashed our quarters.

One of our companies was placed on the skirmish lins a quarter ef a
nmile in front and kept up an irregular oontest with the enemy, both firing
from the shelter of loge stumps and trees consequently inflioted no injury
to each other,

There was a oessation of attack by our infantry ﬂxiu.hl appeatred to
indicate thet Bherman eonsiders the posit.on before us to be teo strong
for direct attack, and evidently the Confederates think so too for we hear
their eheers rolling théar line on the Ridge as though their eanthusisem
has been worked up %o a high pitch. We mey expect e stout resistanse
vherever we may meet them.

Within our lines and direstly in front of the Oap stands s solitary
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log house ocoupied by some women and shildren. Shells from the Rebel
Battery fly shrieking over them and ®o right and left but the gunners are
oareful not to shoot too slose being sware of thelr position. Neither
do we use the house for a rampart to invite attadk, They have dug a eave
into whieh %o retire when the expected battle ocours. They are specimens
of tho lower class of whites end have exagserated ides of what we Yankeas
oen do and still their wonder grows,

Barly this morning the whistle of e locomotive was heard this side of
Tunne]l Hill, ¥e were not a little surprised ourselvea but the astosigh-
ment of the natives was overwhelming. One of the women rushed into the
oabin sxoclsiming "Bets, Bets I'11 swmr I heerd a Eesr holler,” The E,'son!‘od-
erates had told them it would be three months before we could repair the
track and run & train thiz fat axd here it wae in es many days,

Tednesday Mey ll-Lest night our guns gave way to Heaven's Artilliery
which abashed around us and rain fell in torrente drenching us all more or
lezs thoroughly.

In the midst of it came an order to draw ten daysz rations in readiness
for moving at short notice, so it bedawms noceassary for one man of each mess,
myself among the number to orswl out intc the rain and darkness, eress a
roaring oreek on & foct log viesible onl - when the lightning flashed, wait
an hour or more in the rain, each for his turn, retrace our steps loaded
down with rations, paek them eway and oreawl back inte our "pup-tents" ¢o
resumes our dreams mush the worss for exposure.

Bofore morning the heavy rain changed to & oold driszle whish foreed
us to get up early to build fires end dry our wet clothing and blankets,

The batteries in front of us continued to exchange compliments over cur
heads, & very noisy performance but harmless as far az we were sonoernsd.

- On e of our companies during the night had stolen stealthily arocund
the edge of the Gap end took possession of & sheltered work, whieh furnished

@ good position for enncying the enety's plekets who were nsar the mouth of
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the Oap, when daylight made them visible. Por awhile both parties used
their muskets in alively memnner until the enemy's piskets were withdrawn .
Col, Van Tassel oould not understand why the firing ceased and fearing that
our Company had rur out of ammmition 'nnd could not send back wobd WSghout
exposing the messenger to ;S;&t psril, he sent me to find cut. It appears
to me that I would encounter the same dangsr going.to the ocmpany, so in
order to avoind the snomy_;a pickots and sharpshooters I choose to enter
the Gep in plein view of the Battaries bolieving that they would not fire
their big guns at such ﬁ lunil object. This open route gave me & ;j0od view
of & semi cirocle of cannon iouatod 30 a8 to sweep every foot of the passage
way by which I entered and while my approach was treated with silent con-
tempt it was not diffioult. for me to imegine what would happen if one of
our eoxpanies or Rugiments si_muld atlempt to traverses the sanme Qourae.
During the afternoon we were called to arms by an attack on our extreme
left where Whesler's Cavalry encountered Stoneman's,

The fight was of short duration, little loss and of no cansequence,
Late in the evening one of our guns dashed up to the front of ths Gep, un-
limbered «nd dired a ghot-~changed a position and fired again-changed once
more and fired a third'shct, by which time the enemy's guns inside the Gap
were thoroughly arrcused and began to hurl out a stréan of shot and shells
that flew like hornets disturned by a stone armed at their nest. Our gum,
like wany e boy we have seen, scempered out of rangs without waiting for
full retions.

Thiz trick had previously been very frequently played by squads of our
scldiers who would suddenly expose themselvss and perform all sorts of sntics
shich was always sure to bring & shot from the Gap. But they were slways

able o jimp out of range after seeing the flash of tie cannon ms the narrow

sides of the Qap restricted the enexmy'e fire to & very small foous.
Thureday May l2=As our Brigade was now pushod close up to the Gap,

almost like a cork to & bottle, we spoculnted rether norvously as to the



prospest of our having to squeere our way through it. WNeedles:
to say we were not emamorsd with the prospect, se when the positive came
for us to merch awey this morning we did so with light hearts. We rightly
judged that there must be a side door to the Ridgs through which wo might
stesl or forcibly enter. ¥o could see that the movement was general.
Hookers Corps wes ahead end Bchofield behind our Corps and we were all
lyretoﬁed along & single rosd wirding down the vzlley of Boeky Pace Ridge
on the left frowning upen us. Our progress was slow as the road was rough
end rosokyand in meny places traversed good sized hills. Bhortly after
dark the eolurn was halted mand as we hapnened to be on to- of one of these

inspiriting 3

hills we looked down on one of the mose %z .} ' Seenes of our experience.
Far up and down the velley thoueandes of fires suddenly flared up and spectre
like figures moved aroumd them preparing supper. A ruddy glow bathed the
rugged side of the Ridge bdbringing out in bold relief the inaccessible
featuree of this mighty rumpart th=t rose betwsen the contending armies,
After supper the scene was still further enlivened by the waving of meny
thousends of fire brunds in irmitation of sigmal lights producing an effect
grand beyond expression. But thore wes a fear with many of us, while
enjoying the spectacle, that this display was & reckless advertisement of
our purpose to sesk another entranse through the Ridge and consequently
thet we would find it well gumrded.

Creatly to our surprise, however, after resuiing the mereh and pre=
cseding eight miles we resched Snaoke Creck Oap and extered it in dark-
ness and in ailence, Its precipitous sides ambutted sc closely there was
scaroely width for a file of fours &0 we stumbled for several miles over
e rough and roecky roed mucsh >f which was the dry bed of & oreek esch men
following the gound of his comrede‘'s foctsteps shead, Shortly after mid-
night we emerged from the inner end and spread our blunkets on the ground
to cateh & few hours sleep ere we should rise 4o meet the enemy with no

Rocky Fece Ridge to soparate us,



Friday May 13-While we slept the troops in rear of us continwed tp
plod along through the Pass and when we wers ealled ¢o arme at bresk of

day they were streaming th#ough and deploying on the leve} | ground to
right and left of us preparkttory to an advance on Ressca, & point en the
railroad, sight miles distant which Jojmston eorsidered the key ¢o his
safety ahd had heavily fortified.it,

We threaded our way through masses of men with scarcely less diffieulty
i;hnn we encountered in our pasaage through the Gep, and were umable to go
but little mors than s ®ile when our Brigade filed to the right of tlje
road intc slose cclum and stacked erms while RHookers Corps passed on
ahead, Here: many saw General Hooker for th-e first time when he stopped
t0 enquirs what Corps we belonged to, One of the finest looking officers
in our army he presented & fine figure mounted on a thoroughbred with
goudy trap-ings, himself in full uniform which set off to advantage his
ruddy eounternance and snow white hair and mustache. We cound not repress
loocks and works of admiretion,

Although now holding a subordinate positicn as one of the five Corps
Corzmnders under Sherman, he was, a yesar ago, Commander of an army of
126,000 men of the Army of the Potomec and fought Lee at Chanoelorville
May 2-3 & 4th 1867 and was badly deleated.

Resigning that cormand he was transferred to our Viestern Army and
having eeptured lLookout Mountain in now honored at the “"Hero of the
Battle above the Clouwds™,

While we waited en embulanoe passed from the front and we were psined
to learn that it contsined Gen. Kilpatrick who had been badly wounded while
&t the heed of his 6evalry Division fighting Wheeler.

We remained on the roadside with our guns stacked and nothing to do
but watch the stream of troops passing until 4 p. m. when our Brigade wmas

erdered ot leave baggage end move forward in light marching order or in

other words "stripped for the ficht", We piled cur knepsacks and surplus



baggage in heaps unéer charge of guards and marched rupidly ¢o a point
near the reilroad where we found sur Corps forming on the left of Eeokers.
Darkness set in before our disposition was oomple ted so we laid dowm to
sleep on the bare ground, arms within reach ready for the next order,
Saturday May 14-At break of day we mmrched under arms and at sumrise

our Division formed its lines as = Reserve for the other two Divisiocns

- front.

UG v

' ¥hen thess dispozitions had been made our army agein confronted Johuston!
extending along Camp Creek from ite mouth st the Oostanaula River in e
northerly dirsotion paralell with and less than two miles from the railroe d
which was absolutely necessary to the Oonfederetes as their single line
of cormunioation., For the protestion of this line Johnston abandoned
Buszerd Roost and Deolton and while we were marching down the west side
of Rocky Fmce to Gnake Creek Oep his army wes mmrching down the east side
to meot us at Resace., Ths capture of Snake Creek Oap was mocomplished by
MoPherson on the 9th while we were demonstrating against Burzard Roost
and threatening to socale Rocky Faoe, which setion on our part diverted
Johnstons attention from tfje danger to his flank snd ceused hix to leave
this im»ortant pass practically unguarded.

At 8 A, N, cannonading began orn our right and at @ A ¥, our Division
moved in thet direction to a position in rear of Johnsons Division. By
this time the firing was heawy and sontinucus all along the lins, About
noon in eceordance with Bhermans plen our army began to swing upon the
enemy using Johnsons Division in front of us as & pivot., Carlin's Brigade
of our Division wne the first to strike the enemy in his mein works on
the east bank of Camp Creek and met such a terrific fire of artillery and

musketry that it was driven baok although fragments remeined under shelter
of the banks of Camp Creek,

In this emsrgency our Brigade was hurried forwmrd to its relief and

in a few moments ws stook upon the crest of the hill end lsoked down into

ey



& nerrow valley where the creek meandered slose under the guns of the
ensxy's fortifieations which consisted of heavy redoubts for Artillery
oconnected by elaborate breastworks for Infantry.

Our Regiment formed its line in commection with the 98th and 108th
Ohic of our Brigasde but when the bugle sounded our Regiment alone rushed
down the slopvtoward the enemy. Our starting was the signal for the dis-
oharge of eamnons and muskets which swept our ranks with grape and eannis-

ter ahd bullets during the short period of tinme it required us te reach the
oresk, There its muddy bank furnished us a shelter from which we directed

& rapid and persistent fire into the embrasures of the snemy's fort at
short rengs end prevented the gunners from serving their guns to any
adventage,

Thus we were enadbled to mmintain our preecrious situstion wuntil long
aftor nightfell when we withdrew by orders to our former position having
lost 6 killed and 25 wounded out of 450 men engaged., We sannot understand
why a handful of men,alone and wngupported, should im this manner have
besen thrown ageinst the enemy's sein 1ine and heavy fortifications,

The general atiack beginning et our point end continued toward the

left by each Division in succession proved unsuccessfule Johnston held
hie line intact, and inflicted & loss of sbout 5,000 pen in our three Corps
wnder Thomas, but our linec remained in sush close proximit.y that he eould
not weaken hig at eny point to prevent the fl:nking movement whieh Ehsrman
at onse adopted, VWhile our Regiment was in sction lying sheltered behind
the benk of the creek we found & number of men mostly wounded of Carlin's
Brigade conocealsd in the high grass and weeds or behind logez betwesn us and
the ensmy 86 that we fired over their heads. They had been left when their
Brigsde was driven back. Bome of them orawled back to ouAline during the
firing while others waited for darkness. me of them threw himself on his
face emd greaned with sc muoh distress thet we anxiously enquired if we

oould do anything for him. ¥Nothing, =2id he, "I am no hurt, but my little

ot |
£
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brother is lying dead in the weed out there". We witnessed & daring aet
of » Confederate Artilleryman who suddenly lsaped out of the works, trotted
leisurely towards us some 50 yards with hie fleg which he planted in the
ground by the staff, lifted his hat in esalute to ue and leisurely returned,
We greeted him with cheerz but not meny shots.

Sunday Mey 16-ie moved early this moruing nsarly a nile te the right
and oooupied soms rifle pits thet had been built during the night. A por=-
ti:n of the regiment was ordered out to mnother line of pits in frent and
irnediately becane engaged with the enemy's skirmishers, who were also in
rifle pits, The larger portion of the regiment found shelter in & ravine
just behind the works where shells and buliete flew harmlessly ever our
hesds, In & short time we were relieved by the 76th Ills, and retired te
& ravine a little further in the rear with orders to be ready to support
the skirmishers in oase of neceasity. The other regiments of our Brigade
wore posted near us. The firing by the skirmighers was heavy and continu-
ous all day and several of our regimsnt were wounded in the rifle pits.

A number of wounded also of our Brigade were carried back through eur ranks
tc the rear, ¥e of the reserve were only anncyed by one enterprising sherp
shooter who managed to drop & bullet occamsionelly in our midst., We eould
not locate him in a straight line so ecomcluded he had & gun the shape of

a mule's leg to shoot over the hill,

One of our batteries wes stationed just behind the brow of the hill e
few yards sbove us end fired repidly all day. It shook the ground upon
which we lay and deafened our ears with its eonocussions. At nightfall the
firing subsided from a continuous roar to gitful outbursts cocesiondl by

one eide or the other imagining their entagonists were staling upon them
in the darkmess.

Twe of our companies were set to wook after dark digging rifle pits
along the crest of the hill and while the balance of us laid upon the grewmd

with our guns et our side we ocould hear tho dull thud of pick and shovsel
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socentusted by the concussion of a semon fired st regular intervals
from our battery just to let the enemy know that we were still on guard,
Fotwithetanding these disturbing slemsnts we dropped into slumber so pro-
fourd that when ebout midnight there was & sudden burst of Artillery and
& heavy roll of musketry on our right that came sounding down the line,
reaeh;d our front and passed on to the left, we nlepi ons. The first
elern awoke mo and bsfore my eyes wers fairly open I was sitting bolt
ui:right while around me wers only sleeping forms. 4 ourious impression

cams over me that it was only a dresam,-that there wmg no uproer and that
it would be foolish for me to break the stillness by sounding an alarme

But the din grew louder wuntil it seamed as Lif the shole Confederate
Army wes rushing upon us. The Agjutant was sleeping soundly at my side,

I grasped his shouldsr. He awoke with a start at the same mt, the
Colonel lying a few feet awsy and springing up dashed into the nearest
oompeny shouting "Fall in, Thirty Fourth, Fall in.,"

The oommand wes repeated by Company Officers "Fell in Co, A, Co.B etc.
and we did "fall in "with the utmost haste and stood with our muskets
reedy for the invisible fos.

But in half en hour the cammotion cemmed and we sank upon the ground
to resume our dreans,

Hondey May l6eThen we awoke thiz morning ell ws quiet along our lines.
The enemy was gone. The uproar last night marked the hour of his depar-
ture end his safe passapgs over the single remaining bridge whichfif it had
been siezed by us would have cut off his retreat, for while we wers beeting
ineffectunlly egainst the defenses of Resmoa, one of cur columns was

forcing its way to that bridge, in spite of opposition, mnd in one more day

would have reached us,

At B A. ¥, our Division returned three miles to ot our kmapssocks end
baggage and there learned that our Division had been detsohed %o eapture

Rowe, thirty miles dietant where there wers extensive iron works engaged

Tk
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in the manufecture of ea:nmon and armumition for the Confederacy.

The main body of our ammy procesdsd down the railroad in the direction
of Kingston in the wake of Johnston's retreat.

Starting about noon we marched rapidly through & well cultivated end

comparatively level country sbout the middie of the afternoon when we

encountersd the 15th Corps murching south by another roede. Without erosse
ing their line of march we turned to the right end plunged into the

woods by an odsucure road that threaded its way through the desp ravines
and heavy timber. It was a long after dark when we halted, 19 miles from
our point of destination, ¥e were greatly exhausted but our cheerful fire:
and steaming coffee whioch we preparsd soon restored our spirits and we
laid down to sleep with a fesling very much like eontentment, although

we knew that another day would bring us to fuoe new dangers., |

Resaos, for which we battled so fruitlessly on Saturday, wae quistly
entered by Howards Corps this morning,.

Tuesday May 17=Our regiment wea ealled up very sarly and at sunrise we
led the advance toward Roms. At noon we halted on the south bank of a oreek
eoght miles from the eity end remeined an hour to ccok and eat dimmer te
strengthen th; inner man for the expected battle, After dinner our regiment -
wag directed to march or helf a mile in mdvence of the Nivision and to pre-
sorve this interval until we had developed the enexy, 'Ye merched briskly
howsver, and unkmowingly inoreased the interval to somewhat nearer two miles.
Five miles from the city a solitery horseman in the road ehead of us dis-
sharged his carbine and sent a bulleét whistling through our ranks whioh in-
dicated that it wes now time to throw out skirmishers which we did and ther
proceeded with more oeution., For some disterne, & mile or two we had only
the single horseman to ophose us which he did to the best of his ability,
stopping frequently, as he slowly retired, to semd hiz bullet bounding down

the road.

At length orossing en open fisld our skirm!shers wore groebed by &
volley from a few piokets concealed at the edze of mome timzber, Our line



returned the fire and advanced repidly toward their eover without givwing
them time to load and fire again., In the mammer we prooeeded without
serious o nogition to our skirmishers until we ceme in plain view of the
eity and the entrenchments which had been constructed on the north bank

of the Oostanauala River the city being on the south sidse. We were now
within & mile of ti-..a works and they soemdd %o be deserted. As the opposi-
tion had been slight wo hed elmost concluded that we might capture the oity
w;.thout 2 blow when we were glickly undeceived by e round of grape and
canister from the fortifications that seemdd to skriek in our ears with a
wvariety of discordant notes, " not yet-mot yet".

We, the reserve, fiattened our bodies bshind a reil fence but our
skirmishers were in open ground without any protection, Our small number,

about 400 men, invited atitmock and we did not have to wait long for it.

Ve soon ssw five regiments sallying forth from tho works to give us battle
and while portions deflected to our right and left a heavy force advanced
dirsectly upon us. Fow we glanced nervously back along the road we eame
hoping for sight or sound of the approach of our Divigion but in fact ths
Confedsrates were nearer and reached us soonest, Og;r skirmishors wers
quiekly driven back and some of them being wounded fell intc the handsofl
the enemy but they were not removed from the ground where they lay snd we
son after recovered them, The Confederates carried their attack ¢o our
reserve companies but not so vigorously as to dislodge us as they depended
on the success of their flanking movement to get in our rear before that
fate befel us we saw a cloud of dust rising in the road behind us and ere
lomg we saw two regiments of McCooks Brigade with their gallant (eneral

at the head coning on the double quiock to our assistance. They bhad darely

time to form into line at right angle to ours facing our left and enter the

woed in our rear when they encountered the enemy’s oclumn and ehecked its
progrese just in time to seve us from being swrounded, With this addition

to our force we= wore able to hald the enemy at bey until Gen. Davis with



the remaineder of the Division came to cur relief when our regiment was
withdrawn from the firing line anud fresh troops took our phace in sufficient
numbers to fores the Confederates back into their works. During the night
wo gathered logs and rsils to build the breastworks not knowing what foroe
might seseil us in the mormning.

Our loss was five men wounded on the skirmish line. The Division lost
150 wen killed and wounded.
: Wednesday ‘ey 1B-0ur pickets were slert before the break of day, wato-

hing for & possible attack and scruntinizing every object in front with

shapp suspiciorn es it ourline grew visible in the dawning light. At last
the heavy fortifications loomed into plain view epparantly deserted whieh

proved to be their actual conditions when our line advenced to reconnciter.
But the Confederctes still held the oity beyond the river with the bridges
destroyed and opened fire on our men when we entered their deserted works,
intending to delay us long enough to permit their rear guard to eomplete
the dostruotion of munitions and other sup lies, Howsver, the 85th Tlls,
hurridly orossed the river some distance dbove the city on raffts, in skiffs
snd by swimming end quite unexpectedly to the Confederate rear guards

approached the city from that quarter which hastensd the departure of the
guerds to such an extent thet they did not heve time to destroy a large

quantity of provisions and other stores,
These included many mrtioles which to us were luxuries such as tob-
acco etc. of which we received e generous distribution.

We found the defenses of tiis city the most complete and alaborate

of any we had yet
encountered but the advance of our main army to Kingston

hed made this -~oint untenable from a rilitary point of Wwiew.

Thuradey May 19-lic remeined inmctive al! day wit: nothing to do but
enjoy the luxuries of coffee with milk and captured tobacoo, The former
was £0 well mpprecisted by my mess that we kept it on tap end drsnk an

inorebile number of cups during the day, The users of the weed oonsidered



themselves up in the "seventh Heavens since their supply had long been
exhausted, The ocaptured corn meal and flour wers alsc ascsptable sub-

etitutes for hard taok and the agreeable oftlor of pancakes in continual

process of manufacture, permested our camp, ¥e could readily understand
how alluring it was to the soldiers of Alexander end Ceassr to antioipate
the spoils of saptured cities, . -

I walked down to the river with Jesse Cluments and saw a foroe of
pionoera busily at work repairing a onto-n Bridge thet had been partially
destroyed, ‘

The Oostanaula is very narrow here and oau quickly be bridged,
Another will have to be built over the Etowsh before we cen leave the city.
Kome in tirme of peace hee been & beautiful city in the midst of a fertile
gountrys. It is the county seat of Floyd Co. &nd was incorporated in 1847.

it possessed extensive Iron Works which were devoted after the war started

tb the manufacture of arms and ammunition for the Confederscy. The works
are now in ruins having been destroyed to prevent our making eny use of them.
Laggt year & force of our eavelry under Col Straizht attempted to

eapture the city and destroy these works but it wes surrounded and cap-
tured alwost within sight of their object, No fortifications had then

been built, but Limediately after, a lerge number of negroes were set to
work end converted it into a stronghold which if well menned, might defy
capture by direct msseult but it was not proof egainst flank movements,

Friday Yey 20=Rumor haz it that Wheseler with e Division of Cavalry
ie hoverire around seeking to do us some mischief of vutting off su-plies

which must be brought by wagona from Delton. Te appear however to be in

possession of such & quantity of provisions left by the enemy that we are

not alarmsad ebout short retin-s,
e spent the day in writing le tters to our folks at home =z thias was
the first oprortunity since we left Chattanooga. Of course we did not

neglect to desoribe ourselves ss “coiiqueinrg ‘hercess.”



¥e learned hers saomething sbout the movements of the main army after
we left it or rather ocut locse from it s sour commander (en. Dawis took it
uron himself to cut locse entirely with ow Division instead of Meeeping
in eommunicetion a: ordered, Ths result justified judgement. It was not
claar at first whether Jeunston would endeavor to hold Rome, Kingston or
Allatoons Pass. He decided upon the latter so wur mein army pursued him
until he found refuge beyond the Etowah River. He retired deliberately
and refussd to be hurried resisting our advence with the usual spirit of

his troopers. Our amiy of the Cumberland followed directly in the path

of the retrenting army whil the Army of the Tennesses om the right aad
Argy of Ohio on the left endeavored whenever Johnston halted to wwing
round into his resr, He was thus forced back until he had the Etamh
River to protect his flanks, and the national stronghold of Allatoons
Pass to proteot him from direot asszult as at Buzzards Roost Gep.

Friday May Zl-ilthough our Western Agry has participated in amny skir-
mishers and several blcedy encounters in the last two weeks we find that
our experience is trivial compared with that of the A;uy of the Potomac
in Virginie during the same period of tims,

According to the plans of Grant and Shermsn for & simultaneous advance
of both srmies, the ATmy of the “otemmo orossed the Repidan on the morning
of May 4th, three days before we moved,

Lee, unlike Jomnston our antagonist, did not wait for Grant 4o sttack
but fiercely assailed Grant on the 6th and Tor two days a desperate battle
ragged in the wide expsnse of timber and underbrush without adwvantage %o
either side except that our loss wes nush greater than the Confederates.
Lee then retirrd within his entranchmmts and Grant attempted %o flank him
when two other bloody battles were fought on the 10th abd 12th when Lee
retired wWithin his sscond line of works having inflicted a boss of 50,000
men of our army in eirht davs,

ful
An ordiner ocommander might have become disheartened by sush fright-



losses, but Grant undismayed telegraphed to Lineoln,"™] will figiht it out
on this line if it rekes sll summer,”

Bunday May 22=In camping with his two coruedes, I went out in¥o the
gountry this morning to satisfy our euriosity az the olass of people in
hebiting it. A4 welk of tliree miles through the woods brought us to a
clsaring whieh surrounded & house of moderate gize usually cooupied by ithe
midcle clacs. A8 we entered the gate wo noticed seferal blus coats alrea.dy
there, Stepping on the porch we bade the family good morning and acoepted
their polite invikation to sit down:. "he family oconsisted of Mr. Moore,
his wife, three daughters, snd several smslier children. ¥wo of the dau-

ghters wore married. Their husbands were in the Confedsrete Apmy. Ve
remained for dinneroand were treated with true southern hospitulity to the

little they possessed. Ve had to urge them to eocept pay for our meal.
Fhile we were in the house cne of the children cems running in to rerort
thet & yankee moldier was trying to catoh their chickens, te threstened
the fellow with errest and he departed grmmbling.

During & very pleasant conversation with Moore end his family about
the causes of the war we found that he still cherished a love for tﬁo Union
and hoped it would be restored but he did'nt want the slaves set free.

The deughters naturally sympathized with the cause in which their husbande
wereegngaged but they had no harsh words forus, Wo talked ever cur differ-
ences cf séﬁtiment iz perfect good humor.

Our next stopping place wus the house of & Baptist Clergyman nemed
8mitk and enjoyed a very intoresting conversstion with him sbout the war.
He esid that 2ll the people of his district wore &t first viclently opposeed
to 8ecession which was sdvocated only by & few fire eaters but after the
wer wae started he end hie neighbors believed their path of duty lay in
following the load_of their Btate,

Honday May 283-A few duys of insotivity and e libersl diet of corn meal

to whioh we are not scoustoned have made the majority of ue £it subjecte



for the Hospital, so when marching orders eame today we sensidered

shat & train of ambulances should be provided for our transportation. 4
Brigade of the 18th Corps arrived from Kingston to garrison the oity.

We had to wait until 5 &, m. to procure rations than orossed to Rome
marched through the oity and wver the Etowmh on s pontoon brigge to the
junction of two roads & mile and & half beyond where we encamped it then
being after nightfull,

" We noticed that the boats used in the comstrustion of the pontoons
bridge over the Btowsh were covered with waterproof ea;uns and conseguently
of such light oonstruction that 10 boats oan be oarried on a zingle wagon,
A wonderful saving in trensportation over the old method,

We learned that we are €0 rejoin the main army et Dellas and we are
glad of it, We are tired of ecow paths and independent expeditions in which
our Division Cormender Pen. Davis, delizhts,

fTuesday Jey Zé=Marched at § a.m. over a moderately hilly coumntry inter-
spersed with annumber of fine ferms. The road was hot and dusty meking
the march disagresable and difficult.

Being numbered with thé siok the Burgeon gave me a tisket to ride
in an ambulance but there wers twice as many siock men as could ride se we
had to take turns and each ride half the way. While taking my turn on foot
I stopped at a house by the rond to get a drink of water end saught sight
of a barrel that had contained sauer kraut but was now minug the kraut
which soldiers ahead of me had dipped out with their hands leaving it half
filled with brins, The sour salty flevor struck me as being just what
I wanted so I quaffed two pint cups of the stuff dirty as it was and
"presto change I felt like & new man-nausea snd headache left me as if
by magic. I was thankful when we halted at night near s splendid spring
and I found my regiment prepariig to enocemp in a large peach orchard, ¥he
fruit srecs furnished stekss for pitching shelter tents and for this

temporary purpose very msny of the trees were destroyed-a very reprshensidble



ghort a time and for lsssmoney. The grooer who remained open was well
treated and received good prices.

Wednasday Jany BO=Long before daylight we reeched Dixon Illinois ¢he
termination of our railroad journey. A number of oitirens were at the dep-
ot to meet us, Leaving the ears the Beriment wes formed in line and mar-
ched to the lively musie of fife and drum fwto the oity where eonfortable
quarters had been provided in a public hall Boon after owr friends osme
flooking into town end meny & joyous meeting ther: was. At noom a splendid

dinner was prepered to which we did full justioce, after sc many months
of short rations. After dinner the R,giment was disbanded for thirty
days and each member sought the quickest and shortest route to his home
where loved ones awaited his coming after twenty nine months absence,

Feby 20th~Our furlough having expired, our money having been spent,
generally our good time ended, and the war still going on we were notified
by Uncls Bam through his proper officers that the remaining pertions of
our eocnkract with him must be performed to wits

To obey 2ll orders hadded thrown or poked at us

To do all manner of sots possible practicedble or unexplicable

To travel ell kinds of roade horizonta)l perpendiculsr gbstructed or
obliternted,

%o oasry all kinds of loads ormamentel or monwmental whether eocoking
utensgils or inplements of war

To stay out in the weathar until eslled in whether in sunshine rain
or &now

To eat such fiod as we could find, palatable or despiocable

¥o seek loocalitiss whers bulletes are most prevalent and thers remsin
remain until shot or ctherwise disposed of

And to perform all othsr mmnner of aste pertaining te the suppression
of the Rebellion during a period of three years or during the war unless

sooner despatched. Accordingly we assembled at Dixon marched to the depot

&nd bosrded & train snd departed for Chioage leaving & sorrowful group of

relatives friends and swoothearts gosing after us with tearful eyes., They



knew too well the psrils of ocur fubure service and realized with sinking
hearts that meny would return maimed and erippled and meny return not

at all, Rechelled Chiocago shortly before sunset and marche.! through ths
eity %o the depot where cars were in readiness end shortly/;::;rour train
moved out ‘or Louisville vie Indianmpolise

Tuesday March 1-A,oke-ti15.- rorning to find our train e special -switohed
at Velparsiso Indiana having travelled during the night the wonderful dis-
;unu of 44 miles., Remained wntil late in the morning then started once =
more snd reached Indianapolis about dark where we atopped an hour which
timo wre spent in getting something to eat. TWe proved troublesome pessen=
gers to the ocndustor of our trein during the day owing to our praotice of
hopring off at every stop however brief and tardy movements in getting
aboard, He becams so expspersted that when we stopped et a smnll town and
& number of our men failed to get abogrd when the whistle sounded he
directed the engineer to go sheed and leave the stragrlers.

The train was fairly under way when we who were aboard realized that
our comrades werc being left behind, We rallied to their resoue gammed
the brakes and brought the train to & standstill in apite of the engineers
efforts to go ahead. Nothing then remmined for the conductor but to
baock the train @ mile and piok wp ﬁhe s tragzlers.

Wednesday Moh 2=-Reached Jeffersonvilie et 9 a. m, and found the grounds
oovered with snow which had fallen the previous Sundey while the northern
oouniry from which we had come was bare, Leaving the cars we marched to
the ferry and boarded it all but the last man who came as the boat was
leaving shore and menaged to remch the deck by a long distance jump but

his gun fell short and disappeared in the icy waters, He watohed the
ripples & momsnt to see if the pesky thing would float then turned sadly

to his aomrades for sympathy whioh he received in the way of aesurances

that hs would find his gun next pay day on the roll duly charged.
Thursday Moh 6~Quarters were assigned to the R giment on reaching



Louieville, at the Barracks, but few of us availed 3?rso1vea of Uncle
Sam's hospibality, We prepared to spend the ruaaanf of our bounty roney
in cheap hotels whers for the time we might put on the eirs of a gentle-
mon well kmowing that in & fewddays the sosne will change. The hotel
will become a "pup tent" and we "gentlemen", who now walk in with lofty
eirs to a well spread table and wmlk out with polished shoesm ecigarse &nd
tooth picks,will then be seen crawling in and out with rusty shoes, un-
~ shaven faces, no cigars, no toothpieks. The hotel table will sink to
the level of the ground, bsefastake will turn to salt pork end pie to hard
tack.

Shortly afternoon the Regiment wes colledted and marched to the Xas~
hville Depot, Two Reciments ahedd of us had £illed all the ocars so we
hed to wait until fnether train oould be mede up during whieh time we
stacked arms »n the road side and having nothing else to do we found
great sport in snowballing every pmsser by whether scldier or oitlzen.
All submitted with good temper exsept one officer in & wagon with & ocom-
panion and he flourished a pistol for a moment but quiekly replaeed it
when & number of our boys seizsed their gunse OCur sport was ended by the
arrival of the Major to order us eboard the oars and at ¢ p. m. we de=-
parted for Nashville,

Pridey lNoh 4= Early in the morning we reached Yashville disemberked

end mayched to Zilliocoffer Barracks where we broke ranks and dispersed
about the city. There wea nothing new to sttmaot us in the busy streets

80 & party of us visited the Uity of the Deed., There the evidence of War
was painfully eapperent b; the large number of soldiers graves representing
both armies. Each grave is marked b: a heandboard beering nsme and Ropie
ment of deceased., In many places friend lsy side by side here a sollier

from Maine, there his enemy in life from Texas. ¥ay we hope that we who
remain the wearers of the Blue and the Gray will some day bury our diffe

erences in the grave of forgetfulness and stand peacefully side by side



in loyel support of a reunited eountry. But ere this day comes we must
mest iz deadly strife =they for their Btates-ws for our Nation-not with
hate in our jearts dut as champions of opposing priciples that we in

our day and generation are ealled upon to ssttle for the bemefit of those
who ocome after us andé so when we meet at the points of our bayonets we
are ready for & friendly salute "How are ﬁrou Yank""How are you Johhay Reb}
ere ws prowedd with the mutual slaughter.

: Baturday Moh beAn incident is worth recording. A soldier tightly
butto;:od up in & plain dlue overcoat is standing idly in front of a mili-
tary office. A Lieutenant rides to t':e ourbstons dismounts and asks the
soldier in & tone of authority to hold his horse. The soldier replies
“oertainly”, graspes the bridle and stands obediently st his post while
the Lieutenant enters remains some time. Meanwhile the scldier um=-
attons his overoout dis;:locing the shoulder straps of a Hejor and whien
the Lieutenant returns he finds himself in the presense of a superiod
offiocer and proseeds to offer profuse apddogies which the Major acsept

in perfest good humor. It was our Hajor Miller and ie charaoteristic of
his readiness to do & kindly act without regard to rank or positiocn,

We were glad to learn that & train would be ready et the appointed
timeand proeeeded %o atow our bodies in a lirmited number of box cars
whiech we filled so compaotly that although every inch of space waes econ-
omised and devetsailing resclted to there were quite a number who had not
whene ¢o lay their heads, The doors edxkd hit remaith éped whthout dis-
comfort to those lying near them while there was no ventilation with them
olosed, A fow blows of the axo provided air holes and when the train pulled

out for Chattancoge we packed ourselves on the floor like herring in «
box and soon the ncise of snoring rising above the rumble of the wheels

our bodies were being rushed forward to future bdettlefieclds our fanoy
had flown back to revel again amid the joyous soeues of ocwr furlough dayse

Sunday Mch 6~ Qur dreams wsre distur-ed before daylight by the



Balting and switching of our train at Decherd esused by an aocident to one

three traine ahead of us resulting in the death of three perso 8 and injury
of others., We were delayed until the middle of the afternoon then proceeddd
to Stevenson where another sccident ococurred in which a Wjor had his leg
broken, There we saw nerro scldiers for the first time and were much amused
by the movemsnts of a squad under charge of s Berg;ant who exe=plified the
tactics and amplified his authority in such manner that every Sergeant in
o;r Ragiment turned green with envy and hid his diminished head while we
showered oom;liﬁents upon the solored Sergeant with such tellirg effect
that his uniform could not have held him much longer if our truin had not
removed usg from the scene,

Ycndey Yarch 7eWe found curselves in Chattanocoga before daylight but
remzined in the cers until sunrise when we formed line and stacked arms to
awnit édders, which ocame about noon for us to report to cur ¢ld Brigade
near Rossville, We tock up our line of march passing through e gap in his-
torioc Wisezion Ridge and for the first time found ourselves on Georgia sofl,

Bear the little village of Hossville six miles from Chattancoga we found
our Brigede enoamped and here we found a spot to pitech our tents and settled

down to resume the duties whioh had been interrupted by our veteran furloujgh.
Tuesday-Foh8-This day was spent in laying out and fixing up our mew
samp. The smoke of burning brueh goes driving with the brisk wind blinding
and suffocating while the woods ring with the sound of axes gutting end
splitting timber for the walls of our ocabins whisch slready begin to take
form and will soon constitute a village.
m our way from Chattanooga we noticed that the timber along tho base

of Mission Ridge had been cleared away and we remember that it was this
strip of timber into which we saw our soldiers dash their guns a few months

&go to dispute with the Confederatcs for its possescion and sucoessfully
too. Evidently they have sinoe made anothes charge but with axes and timber



act since our boys did not know but what the orchard belonged to & Union
man. There was no sxcuse for this destrustion of private property even
if it belonged to & secesasionist,

Yednesday May 26-My dose of brine perfected & cure during the night
80 that I wes able to maroh away with my regiment at 7 a.m. We crossed

Buhardy oreek and followsd obsoure roads winding through valleys and along
the beds of dried up streams until we reached another ereek at noon where
'; halted two hours ¢ sllow our Division wagons to close up. Eighteen

miles from Dallas we heard the dull booming of eammon, Our course lay
tlong the crest of a range of hills but at sunset we descended our peth

and rain began ¢tc faull,

We stumbled along at snails pace unable ¢o ses the man ahead but
following the sound of his footsteps, until reaching a large field four
miles from Dellas, we halted at 10 p. m,

Rain continued to fall slowly-we were hungry and tired ard our suppers
must be eoccked, A rail fenoe a Quarter of a mile awmy afforded fusel for
bright fires which soon gleamed from all parts of the field,

8upper disposed of we laid dowm $0 rest while kindly nature dispelled
the elouds and rain, the atars oame out and diffused s soft radienocs over

eur slumbers , so typical we believed of Heavan's sympathy,



