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(The first page of taia letter has been loa&, ggz
evidently it iz the {irst letter Henry JatsggA;fter
leaving to join the Confederate army)

them sick we faird Oplerndid as we come up here we was

Seven days a coming we found the cleanest Pecple on the

way that I ever saw when ws got up in the upper edpe of

Gnith County we Stcoped and Stayed two days and went a

driving and killed two deer ¥r Hoods Horse died as we

come up and he come with us t¢o uncle Newells and he
taken uncle Benaedicks Tom horse and lHood and the balance
of us Boys cbligated ourselves t¢ pay him whatever was
right for the horse he was here a foot amcng Strancers
and that was all the chance for him to get a horse he
said he weuld write back to Panola and get him a horse
to plow nest Spring I and uncle lewel told him if he
could do that it would be allright we thought he wrote
and obligation and we all 3izned it with him and if he
never ‘leturned and we do we will pay him for the horse

Uae first Camp we went to was near Cuitman the name of

the Camp was Canp Locke we got there on Friday and lelt

there on lMonday to come to zcose Lake which is about

thirty five miles we gzct here on Tuesday night and 1

hepe we will Start tc wmove from $his Camp on Saturday

next.

If you want tc wright to me direct your letters irn this

way Henry #atson Planc Cellin County Texas Lockes

Regiment in care of Capt. Uraig direct your letters
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ir this way and make no difference where we po it will
come to ma,

Write to me as Soon as ycu get this letter and perhaps
it will come to me before we leave thure but it dees
not get before it will come to me any where s,

You must excuse my bad writing for I have writ cn oy
nee I haVc.nntning mere to writ I forgotten to tell you
about our fair we have plenty of Bacon flour neal beef
Rice peaches we have rnc coffee but we have plenty of tea

I will quit,

H. Watson
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to coma now untill my tims is out I hava not muteh o

&ll of us hava anjcred varr zccd h2alth since we have
D2en nara axcapt lugustus Coats arnd ha has tha Chills

4
(9}
o}
[¢]
%)
a1
w
o |
9
(o]
lj
3
(o]
H
ok
]
s
] i
ot

&
ct
Q
[0/
115
5
!
i
[{]
0
(]
[{)
o
ck
[{]
H

o -2 3t e % ; 3
ty hand I want you to writ Jack and Ham Armstrong has
- 3 = -y o s T~ = - - = =
ocona homa anc ther widl com= Larpugh Jarthasas as thow

=Tt - = e = - - = A . T oadmda Cmowp Y
il s s B o b (R e e o T b e i e e S G RE re e s i s a S e
L T S s - e St e a 3 . =
I Lotten I2SE Do U2 & Praty zocd priza Sand miaE ol
-~ 3 = 3 L 3 D LT 5 % =g =277 L <4 d
- - - - - - - - = —-—y
2l Sall i% a8d 10 16 Seot raar 3f woiill 3L dess pok



i

Jacksoncort dJzci=cn -c Arkznsze
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Jear Fathsr X% Mcthsr 1 recsivsd your lsttars tLh=t you and
catherine wrots I taks my sezt tc writs you a few lines

to iaform you thzt I am enjoyinz toelarzbls cood health =zt
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tizht time of i€ I tak=n th=m a day or tco aftsr we l=2ft
Littli= Rock and it was four davs bsfors I new what wes tHas
mettar with me I rode four iays ovsaicrs the leszls=z oroks

Mr 3ert coma on to the resgiment ns ovartaker us 2% Jackaon
ocrt znd n=2 did use to live har= and a3 3con 23 A= gnt

the Hos-ittzl

n+ gct pearmition to com= to town whare we w3z 2t and na

= e e Ty g m - r oy vmm mpey e
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of that nlsce znd he want znd got a burzy and taksan I and
Jam=2s Forarth to 2 ncuzs ahout twe mil=s from town and we

var Azva N2 QzvUm
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andinz evar since to dav is
baen har=s and we ar= a goinz te Jame to merrcv w= Azve He=n

arss davs to o to Camm at

. . . . = . = =i . v i P B I
tiueright it best ta stzy here untill we got Stout ths Toiks
wa APsa g Stavine ¥iti 13 the slsvairnsat Tac~ls S8 1 wepy
saw Tt Sesga Tibe “hadr aeaoiom aeaires Sas ga G A8 R4 inip

been for the Ladies w2 would have died while we ware in
the Hospittzl thay would com= evary day and bring Som=
thing to =at if it had not be=n for tham we= would havs=
Starved we hzd nothing to =at but some soun made out of

Strongz driad beef and 3 littls coifs=2 and bre=zd which wes

(¢}

not £it for a Sick parsecn to =2at thers is two thines I can

#h2n me z2nd Hocd tzk2n them thers wes not 2rv cne= c? our
amz ws 3ll had them and hzvs got well they have
about all got in Camos but m= at ons tim=s thers was about
half of the Ragimant jown with ths Maasles

the Regiment was ordersd to Salam the othar day and thers;
was only about five hundred that was a*ls to 2o and thev

want and laft th= sick and th=m that had b=2=2n Sick hers=
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the revort szid thzt thare was fifteen hundred cf the
yankies clos= by thare ani th=y had not force 2nough to
whin them as soon z2s thev hers that our men is comins thev
will run I wish I had havs b=2=n well esnouch tc have want
with them Price and McCullough had a big fight with th
yankies about five thcusand men and McZullouch was killed
and so was G=n Mcintcsh, Prics Slightly wound=d but we
gain=d the victory I have told all the war nesws that I no

I bslieve we have lost four msn ocut of our Commany but

you do not no but two of th=am Lase Garvy and %William King
that lived in Shelby Co

tell krs. Wall that I have not Saw Conrad and Jack for
n=arly a month they tak=sn the Mseasl-s while we was at
littls Rock and we left them thare but I herd from them a
few days a zo and they was 2bout wall and I gu=ss thay

have coms on to Camps I have net herd from Zamop inn Savaral
days thers was a mén told me that he saw Aucgustus Zoats in
town ths other doy a2nd I gusss thay come with him Jzmes
Herrin and Themas Scazrkman hzs coma in to Samos but I have

not Saw tham yet

when ths Ragiment ccmes back I exnact we will be Stzaticned
hsr: 2t this »lzc- fcer Scme time if veou write to me dirsct

your lattesrs to Jackson vort Jackson vert is heaiquerte;s
of this divisicn

I teliave I have written 31l the news or a2t least 211 thzat
I no I want tc see= you 2all vary mutch give my reso=ctis to

all of my connasction and frisnds
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r<2d it or not anid alsg excuss th= mistaiss taat is in
this l=tt2ar you must write to me avary ononortunity I
naver was as glad to get a lettar in my lif+ aa I was to
get the=m latters from yocu and Zathesrines I waz w=2k and
low in Svirit and it resvived m= uo th=2 mest in the world
I bring my lstter to clege by Subscribing my nams yours
as aver

Henrvy “jataon

-
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Desark Ark April the 17th 1862
Dear Father & Mother I take my pen in hand th write you
a few lines to inform you that I am well at present and
all of the rest of the iless is well and have been well
every since we got well of the Meesles we have all had
them and got well of them., Jack Wall has got the Mumps
but have not hurt him we are now hers in desark Arkansas
and we have to dismount heres and go to Memphis and there
we will take the Rail Road at Memphis and go to Corinth
there will be the big Battle they have been fighting for
Some time and we have wiped them every time yet our
Regiment was very much opposed to dismounting untill
we got here and the General Said that it was impossible
for us to get forage for our Horses and we concluded
rather than disband and go home that we would dismount
and take it afoot we will not be considered as Infantry
and we will receive the Same wages that we did when we
wag Cavalry they could not have forced us to dismount
but I thought rather than be disbanded and have to go
home at tiais Season of the year I would try it afoct
although did not like to give up my horse mutchbut our
Country needs our assistance at the present and I expect
to Serve my twelve months out Some way if I live if I
cant get to Ride I will walk, Cur Horses will be sent

Home thers will be signt or ten men Detailed to take
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them home I dont no aow long we will be dismountad perhaps
we will be ordersd Lo our Horses again in less than a
month and we may go afoot untill our time is out. I have
nothing mors at present to writa to you. I received your
letters the one you Sent by Jack Jordan and the one you
Sent by Adda Roaty which I was glad to Recaive I was
glad to here that you was all well I have written Several
letters to you by male but I never have received ary one
from you by Mail I want you to write to me as often as
you can I do not no whers to teall ycu to dirsct youe =
letters too I.. will write to you as often as I can give
my Respects to all of my Neighbors and frisnd ycu must
excuse my bad writing for I have to write on my ne= I
remain your arfectionate Son untill Death

Henry Watson
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Jor Ehw 209 178
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I gozs sors ik~ sy oav in Wasd €4 i9Porm yeu thzt I am
well a2t pr=ssnt ari the h=2lth of the comrsny i=2 tclarzkla
gcod 2t vressnt we had z little fight near Meurfrusbore
tann on the 31st day of dec on the 30th it commenc=d abonut
10 oclock in the merning and the vicksts fought untill
night we lay thers besaind a fence in the distznce oI about
three hundred yards of the yankess untill mecrning. Abcut
daylizht next merning we was ordered tc advance on them and

we zot ovar the fence znd marched slowly along fecr about

18]

ons hundrsd and fifty yards and the yznks besgun te fire
on us thay w#=r= lying down wh=r th=v beczn tc fir= or us

ham and wh=n we receivac ths

w
ct

char=
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L7
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zct -aithin sbout on» hindred y=rds of thasn they ris 3

rarninz aboub ths time thay sterted te run the minnie

my 1ifs but we scon reoutad them and drove them back zhcut

tners the bzlance of the day our 3rigzde znd on= cf the
arkanses Brigzdes chzrg=sd som= of their Artillerv and did

Shelbyville our lecss wzas considerable in the raecert battla
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th= lo=s cof our Aadiemant w2s ona hundrad and nintaaen

kill=d wouni=d and missineg S sy~ w5 Srtpx Flllvd 0wy
Toir sbuidse o0 Bae Miar? s Gy s TErerem L S T hrba

Yzites, das Hareythe, Jag Ze:- was wounded Lisut S J "alkyr

and J 4 3211 wes missineg buz we heve hazrd of Lieut ¥elkar

EhzC wss tiax3s rrignor i» tha ficht and h= stzfesz that the=
f=2ds only tak=an asbout saven hindr=d orisinors zrnd 2bout forty
officers taker and I surnos= thzt there will be n¢c meors
exchanging as far as I have heard from the Battls killad
woundsd snd takan orisnor our lose is zhout cone tanth of
what ther= is in our a2rmv nalrollad sevan thousand

. s S . et s e E . o S i
Prisnor b=sids=s the 6fficers which was five Briczdiar Ten=

and one rdsop Gen Y2 killed two Brigadier “ensz z2nd ons=

(.)

Mar Cenerzl T havs tecld you all that I know about the

THE D :
s I cam= throwh th= fizht safe and sound without

1

pDatt

=t

2 =crateh of d bl
Themes Svarkman is about to gst & dischares he has had
samall oex but h= is well new but he naver will havs tha-

u== of his hand any mor= that wzs shot th= Small »ox

F
is a g=ttinez v=ry numsrous in pur hoapital= but our R=gidirm=nt
hzs vary n=zr 211 bean vaxinated I have baen vaxinatad

in both arms and it teken vary well the next time vou

write to ma I want you tc write tc me numbar cf the
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Regidment the lstter of thes Company alsc the Brigads that
Jack is ina I wan%t tc write tc him but 1 40 not no wharse
te write St [ rscaivad £h=+ lattar thie mogrninc Srom vou
and Jatherine that voul s=nt by Lieut Jilliams which gave
m= much oleasure for n=ver want~d tr hezr frem hinm =0
bz1 in my lif« Tol Craig is 2 gZoing tc start home in a
faw days he was slichtly woind=d in the arm and he will
g=t & farlow I want to s=e vou all very mutch but I do

not sees mutch orobably ¢f aver gettinz tc comes heme untill

i

the war =nds th=r= is sem= talk of us besing transferrad
across the Miss River but I thi~k there is not mutch of
snded tc that bit in the news

I will sesnd ones hundrsd dollars by %ol Zraig and I also

have z fin

1]

five shcoter I will send by him if you ne-d
ths meney I send homs use it ani if net lay it eut so
that it will be of some.advantaee tc me provided I ever
g2t homs pay my d=bts out of it I will bring my latter
to 2 clecse for I have not room te write any mors direct
your lattsrs to Shalbvville Ternn Ictor 3rieade Comvany H
Tenth Texas ZCavalry

Hanry Yatsen
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Camp near 3randon 4i3s Dec the 3th 1363
Dear Sister Catharine

1 receivad your kizd latter datad lov 2Cth
I was zlad to hear that you all well but ths Tad news
of Zreother Jack Death zrieved me very much tae thoughta
of loosing So kind and afifectionate Friand as he was
grieves my heart but I hope he 13 better off he is out
of the troubles ard hard Ships of this trcublad YWorld
and I hope he i3 zone to a bettar one,
we built houses at eridian Miss for winter qua and
abcut we zot them finisiad our houses we rec2ived orders
to come to Zrandom but I dec not no what the move was for
we understood shat Che yankeess wera acrossing Blgz 3lack
iver in a large force I Tuess we will gc back te our
houses as 8Scecn-as we drive the yank3 back across the
Biz Blaeck,
1 do not no any Yar news as we undsrstced that Gen
Sragz got a whippinzg a faw days azo in Tenn I have not
aAeard anything from Ceonrad and Jack 4all for Scoe time
I am a lcokin® for a lettar Irom them every day the last
tizne I heard frcm them they were both a gesting well
tall (s Wall and Amanda that Conrad and Jack is a
getting well (a full lina ascratched cut) that thia is a

going home i3 a going to Ctart the man in a2 few minutes

and hardly have time to write this letter his zname is



thcmas Turman ae lives in woed Ccounty you can writa Lo

ae by Liaut Gresham of our <o Je 3tartad the Same

morning we zot hers and I did not have tine to write by
nin he lives near the camp ground over tie Rlver he will
be at Carthace befors he Starta back telil 3Zellson Smitha
ghat I ¢t @ latter from I, 2. Smith a few days agzo he
wreta tnat he i3 well he i3 at darietta Gk at tne acspisal
he has been thers fcr Some tine he went there Sick but

i3 well at present 3Zell wanted to no what drizade and
Divizion he belong to. I wrota to him yestarday I wrote
him all of the news and also to arite wnat Brzade <
Civision he belong %o,

I a2 zlad %o hear that She follis 1s all a zetting
qelizion I am in hopes they will nold ocut faitnful,
I would like very mutch to 3ee you all but I see rno
procability of getting to ccme Scen taey will not zrant
any zcre mo~e Murlows in cur Co unless lewte Fite ccmes
sack and we dont expect uim back any more, I want‘you

all to write as often as you can I have written all of

the news I no zive my love und Tespects to +4a and Pa and
all of tie children and also zlve my lespects tc all
enquiring friends. ;

I wish I had time to write Several Letters to aiy {riands
but #r. Turman i3 a going to start in a few mins and I
have tc clcse my lecter,

I hope you will excuse all oy mistakes alsc aoy bad writing

and 3pelling So nothing mors at present I remain yours

as ever untill Death.

. iAESEn
anTr Jatacn



Camp near Brandon Miss Dec the 3th 1263
Dear Cister Catharine

I received your kind letter dated licov 20th
I was glad to hear that you all well but the lad news
of 3rother Jack Death grieved me very much the thoughts
of loocsing 50 kind and affectionate friend as he was
gsrieves my heart but I hope he is better off he is out
of the troubles and hard Ships of this troubled World
and I hope he is zone to a better cne.
we bullt houses at ieridian Miss for winter qua and
about we get them finished our houses we received orders
to come to Brandon but I do not no what the move was for
we understood that the yankees were acrossing Blg Black
River in a large force I guess ve will_go.back to our
houses as 8Scon as we drive the yapks back across the
Big Blacke.
I do not no any War news as we understood that Gen
Bragg cot a whipping a few days &g¢ in Tenn I have not
heard anything from Conrad and Jack ¥Wall for Come tinme
I am a lcoking for a letter from them every day the last
time I heard from them they were both a getting well
tell Mrs Wall and Amanda that Conrad and Jack is a!
setting well (s full lins scratched cut) that this is a
geing home is a going to Start the man in a few ninutes

and hardly have time to write this letter his name is



thomas Turman he lives in wood County you can write to
me by Lieut Gresham of our Co he Started the Same
morning we zot here and I did not have time to write by
him he lives near the camp ground over the River he will
be at Carthage befors he Starts back tell Bellson TCmith
that I gct a letter from 2. R. Smith a few days azo he
wrote that he is well he is at Harietta GCa at the hospit
he has bsen thers for Come time he went thers Sick but
is well at present 2ell wanted to no what Brirsade and
Divisiocn he belong to., I wrote to him yesterday I wrote
him all of the news and alsoc to write what Brgzade &
Division he belong to,

I am glad to hear that the fclks is all a zetting
Religicon I am in hopes they will hold ocut faithful,

I would like very mmtch to 8ee you all but I see no
probability of getting to come Soon they will not grant
any more mo~e¢ Furlcews in cur Co unless Newte Fite comes
back and we dont expect him back any more, I want you
all to write as cften as you can I have written all of
the news I nc give my love and Respects to M2 and Pa and
all of the children and also give my Respects to all
enquiring friends. ;

I wiah I had time to write Several Letters tc my friends
but ¥r, Turman is a going to start in a few mins and I
have tc clcse my letter,

I hope you will excuse all my mistakes also my bad writing
and Spelling So nothing more at present I remain yours

as ever untill Death.
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Camr in the Fi=ld n=ezar Atlanta
Augnust Oth 1264
Dezr Father znd HMother as I have zn ovnortunity of writing

you a faw lines will do so Hr 3enjsmin Birdwell is 2

going to Start home day afisr to Morrow and I will writs
by him well I havs no gool news to write to vou we havse
had a hard time for a bout Sixtv Sevn days we hav= b==2n

ol]
m

EEl

ct

4]

4 ™

a Scrummish

LL

in lip= of an

izhting with th:

»

£
<

v=ry day 2nd pisht during this tins

1
i +

n

1]
£

wae laft ¢ ilisz Dar-artment abcut the Sixta=nth of Avril

tc Reinforce Zen Johnstons Army z2nd w= hava bean Saaing
hard times every sincs that time the Yenks-have ba=n
driving us beck svary Sincs we zot to ths 4rmy untill we
Brazst

=11 back harea to itlanta w= havae baapn hara in thae

works about twe weasks but I do not nc how long it be

baior« thay will filank us and forces us te fall back frem

hare if we f2ll back frcm this olace I do not no whars we

Will meke the n=xt stand a2t

Je nava besen vary lucky 3ince w> hava husr in this Jarmaien

Gy SPiosns = maw Siiy o smylsnscoalanl TIAES Ge Soop
Dz2m on Shis Jemmeisn zliiicich we hare lost 5 grest many

men killsd apd woundad cut ¢f cur drizzds 1 do rot ro how

manT men 253 be=n killad out cf sur “risgzd= wa hayva h=23
Two killed z=nd four woundsed out of our Jomvany Tinsl;w
corlsy ead FH FErisls s Hilled o= Tew Sedeac cpeinbec!
i L B Japea T s g rmiad o bma wlhas Bl orwm
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fertunate encieh not teo g2t touched with 2 ball so

Jaan
far I have b=en Sick a gool vortion of Lh= tims Sinc= we
have b==n on this Campaisn I was sick at the hesnital at

Gre=nsboro Ja about tw=nty fiva days and I ceme back
and stayvsd in camns about two we<ks and I tukensd the
faver and went to th= Division hesvital and I get back
in camp ys=sterday svening I am in tolsrzbl= zccd health

at this time I haves got clear c¢f the faver but I am weak

yst I would be glad to s== this Zampzien end but thar=
is no telling wh=n it will end if ws could be Successful
hers and at Varzinnia in driving then back I think tharse

would bes Some nrosnacts of the HWer anding but they ars

nrassin

Jy

us on =vary ocint at this time with the Bum Shells
and “innis= Balls zre= constantly flyine over us buat the

retting Sorty ust to them but once and a whils
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could z<t tc come heme and s=- yecu =1
of zgettinz to ccme hcme soon this leaves ma well and

I hor= it will find you #njcying th= szwe blessine I have
Receivad three latters from you and Catherine

nd Snalline

[y

nave writt=n homes you must excus=~ my bad writen
untill J=2%h

Hanry uztsen
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Camn near Palmstto Gscregia
in lin= of Battle
Sant the 23rd 1864

p=s

D=2r Fath=r znd Mother as I have an onrortunityv of =endine

—
i ]

a ttar across th= River I will write vcu a faw lin=s
oncs mcre to l=t you know how I am g=tting along I am
in tolerable gcod health st the present time I was Sick
when Caot Booty Started home and I did not zet to write
by him I haves not been well Since we have be=n on this
Campaign untill now but I think I am getting in orsty
gcod hesalth agzin

the R=st of the Co is well Jack Wall is in beatt=r ha2lth
than I ever saw him J T Herrin is out on a Scruting
sxparditicn in the rear of the yankises I herd from him
atout a week azo he was in fine health at thzat timse
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its 3= SEall 58 Eha Becuig=1 [ Bsrd frenh

Taw days 220 “hig arf a3 ggild vary =1 ond o Su=»o~s S.

e o~ : T

T2 Saab uo Perie Furicw-EsA L fhaasg b T3 v oa B

I nav= nc p24s te writs about Far Cffica2rs this Samzien
has b=2n 2 louge 29nd wcrvlion ons Lo 1 15 %00 S
Ioir rosa 3158y 33 coananesd this Carrgies 202 thers

put o all ae=t any Tl=e*> ik t5= TrocTE ©
is still in as good Svirits as svar it avear like ncthing
wont dis harten them there is a great many thinks that

p=aces will be made by Christmas but I dc rot s== anv



mors prosp=ct of P22ces now thzan there was when the Yar
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first commencad I wish it wonld =nd for T
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Very
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tireesd c¢f this wzr our thre= yesrs is out and

¥ |

I no
more prosnect of gsttinz to come homs now than I did
wh=n our tw=lv= months w2s out I am going tc hold on
untill this Camcaizn is over and if I live I am a going
to try very hard for a Furlcw
Som= thinks that as scon as this Campaign is over whzt is
left of our littls Brigads will all b= furlow=d
Cur Brigads has Suffersd Severally cn this Campai=n
not to have been ir ary general engagsments ws have don-
all of our fizhting on nicks=tt we have had two killed
d=2d and five wounded in our Ccmoany and theres is two

of th=m that was wounded thzt is Suvosad te b= Dazd for

.we have not herd from them since they was woundsd it is

£li Banks and Thomas Hodczss this is vary badly writan
I could nct g=t any osn and ink te writs with and I had
to write with and old cencil and it is a egoine to bethar
ycu to r=ad it the next tim= I write I hcne I can g=t
om= panar and ink so nothing more at oresent but
r-maining your Son &s =var untill Death

Heanry 4atson
PS you wrote m= to find out whsre Gresn Hodees was but
I have not s=2n his ccrvany since I will go ses his
regiment the first cocortunity and try and find out

whathar ha is thare or nct





