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SIXTIETH KEGIMENT.

By JAMES M. RAY, LizrrExant CoLOKEL.

The Sixtieth Regiment, North Carolina Infantry, Confed-
erate States Avimy, more largely representative of Asheville
and Buncombe than any other regiment going out from this
State, had its nucleus in a battalion of State troops.  The o
gaunization of said battalion having been authorized by the
Governor of North Carolina early in 1862, Dr. Joseph A.
MeDowell, of Warm Springs, Madison county, a member at
that time of the Legizlature, was invested with power to raise
it. He called to his aid a number of well known gentlemen
who raised the companies, and in May, 1862, the organization
of =aid eompanies into a battalion was temporarily effected,
with Dr. Jogeph A. MeDowell, Major commanding ; Edward
M. Clayton, Adjutant; Augnstus W. Patton, Quartermaster,
and Robert T. Coleman, Commissary.

The battalion was designated as the Sixth, and was eom-
posed of six companies, as follows:

Tigsr Comraxy—Iardy’s Light Artillery, made up in
Asheville and near vieinity; Wash M. Hardy, Captain;
Harry Deaver, First Lieutenant; Pleas. Tsrael, Second Lieu-
tenant; J. Thomas Weaver, Junior Second Lieutenant.

Secoxp Compaxy—NMeDowell’s Madison county com-
pany ; Joseph A. MeDowell, Captain; Belton Ducket, First
Lieutenant; . F. Patton, Second Lieutenant; W, P. Cook,
Junior Second Lieutenant.

Tump Comreaxy—Reynold’s company, made up in Ashe-
ville and vicinity; I'. 8. H. Reynolds, Captain; Thomas W.
Patton, First Lieutenant; John Gregz Chambers, Second
Lieutenant; Thomas . Riddle, Junior Second Lieutenant.

Fourrn Comeany-—MeDowell’s Buneombe company;
Wm. W. MceDowell, Captain ; Thomas J. Candler, First Lieu-
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tenant taking the place of his brother, Wm. G., resigning on

acconut of his father’s death); Samuel C. Wright, Second
Lient

nant ; J. B, Hyatt, Junior Second Lieutenant.

Porrn Compaxy—Weet's company, composed largely of
Haw ¢reex and Swannanca river men; W. Riley West, Cap-
tnin; Blic West, First Liestenant ; Dr. J. 8. T. Baird, Seeond
Lientenant , John Sales, Junior Second Lientenant.

Sixru Company—>Stevens’ company (thizs company was
made up by Jaines M. Ray and Goodsonm M. Reberts, but
both deelined the Captainey and recommended Dr. Stevens,
who was elected; it was composed principally of Turkey
ereex, lat ereek and Reems creck men) ; Dr J. M. Stevens,
Captain; James M. Ray, First Lieutenant; Goodson M.
Roberts, Second Licutenant; John H. Beynolds, Junior Sec-
ond Lieutenant.

The first movement of the battalion was a march down the

French Broaq river, making the firat day ten miles, stopping
at Alexander’s, a noted eountry hotel and stock stand ; thenee

to Mavehall and Warm Springs, going into a camp of instrue-
tion, drill; eie, on & beautiful island in the French Broad,
a few miles below Warm Springs. Here there were addi-

tions 1o the comniand of rwo more companies:

Flotcher's, of Henderson ecountv—~Charles M. Fletcher,
Captain: Rufus Downing, First Lieutenant; Thomas Ship-
man, Second Liewtenant: James Brittain, Junior Second
TLieutenant.

Huff’s eompany, of East Tennessee, frou vieinity of Big
ereek, (ocke county, Jas. 1. Huff, Captain; James Nelson,
First Lieurenant; M. M. Joues, Second Lieutenant; W. R.
Siokely, Junior Second Lieutenant. James Nelson died at
Murfreeshoro and Tieutenant Stokely resigned.  They were
gueceeded by Leonard O, TIuff and Roval Brooks.

In the organization of hattalion and the promotion of Cap-
tain MeDowell to Major, First Lieutenant Belton Duelett
became Castain, Second Tientenant B. F. Patten was made
First Tieutdnant, Riley Chambers Second Lieutenant, and
Toberr A, Clavton Junior Second Ticutenant. This addi-
tion of two esmpanies, making eight, entitled the battalion
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to two field officers, Lieutenant-Colonel and Major. MHI]G'T
MeDowell was promoted to Lientenant-Colonel and First
[ieutenant Ilarry Deaver, of Hardy’s company, was chosen
Major, the vacancy in his company being filled by the promo-
tion of Junior Second Lieutenant J. Thomas Weaver to L'rhe
Tirst Lieutenancy and the election of Marien C. Tome Junior
Second Lientenant. ;

Captain J. M. Stevens being assigned to duty as Assistant
Surgeon, First Lieutenant James M. Hlal}f was elee.t&d_m the
Captainey made vaeant by his resignation; Second Lieuten-
ant Goodson M. Roberts was made First Lientenant; Junior
Seeond Lientenant John T1. Reynolds was made Second, and
Frvin West was elected Junior Second Lieutenant.

Adfter a stay of two or three months on the island, the bat-
talion was by the (Grovernor, throngh General E. Kirby Sm_ith,
having headiuarters then in Knoxville, Tenn., tendered to
the Confederate Government, was aceepted and ordered o
Greenville, Tenn., to gnard certain stores, railroads a:r?:Ii rail-
road bridges while Bragg was on his Tentucky campaign.

Very soon after reaching {ireeuvil]:a it was declnlcntl to
change the battalion, by the addition of two eompanies, to a
regriment, Ward's Polk county (N. i“] company, . L:
Ward, Captain; Lawson B. Davis, First Lieutenant: Eli
Jackson, Second Lieutenant; C. 8. Monroe, Junior Second
Lieutenant—eoming in, made one of the number, ml1d the
other was made by volunteers and details from companles un-
necessarily large.  This was officered by the election of Lieu-
tenant G. M. Roberts as Captain; McGrnder (W. R.) Alex-
ander, First Tieutenant: Josiah M. Jones, Second Lieuten-
ant: 5. 1. Luther, Junior Second Lieutenant,

These additiens making ten eompanies, the cu;:rmplem.cnt
for a reriment, another field officer heeame necessary. Lien-
tenant-Colonel MeDowell was promoted to full Colonel;
Major Deaver was made Lieutenant-Colonel, and Captain
W W. MeDowell was chosen Major, The vacancy made
in his eompany by the promotion of the latter was filled by
the advancement of First Lieutenant Thomas J. Candler to
Captain, Second Lieutenant Sam. C. Wright to First, Junior



470 NowrH Carorixa Troors, 1861-

Second Lieutenant J. Bl Tyait to Second, and the election of

- M. Cole to the Junior Second Lmuu:nanc;,

]In the promotion and transfer of First Lieutenant Rob-
crts, ol n-l_}”:i company, Sceond Tieutenant Reynolds ad-
vaneew 1o IMlrst, Junior Second Lieutenant West to Second,
and Robert White was elected to the vacaney of Junior See-
QI LEe De LT,

'J,"'ulu organization of the regiment was further perfected by
giving place in line to the companies. Hardy's
wlnh.lm wis given first 1»-][1011 on the nt‘,f'ht and lettered ﬁ

Eliecett’s company second position on the right and n;,t.,cred
b1 Reynouds’ eomnpany iaird position on the right and let-
tored O Tler 'nll}] ’g m] \pany fourth position on the right and
letterea D Candler’s couwspany right centre and Ictu:rau E,
aud made the eolor copany ; Ray’s company left centre and
.etterec. 1"y Ward’s comipany second from centre on left and
ietered Gy Hui®s eompany third from center on left and
letiered T Lobert’s covipany second from left wing and let-
tered o West's eompany extreme left wing and lettered IK.*

'i'mt'nw]s thie last of September, or about the first of Octo-

. 1862, tie regiment was ordered 1o Murfreesboro, Tenn,,
and on reael ing there encamped to the left of the railroad and
Very near i eity.  ere the men were engaged in drilling
amd gnard dutics of oue sort and another until late in De
cember.  Fora time the vegiment was assigned to Reynold’s
Brigace, wen to Preston’s and w John C. Breckinridge’s
Division.  Tn the latter it continued until after the battle of
Chickamauga.

MURFREESBORO,

In the last days of December the regiment hroke camp at
Murtreeshoro and was advanced to meet the Federals under
Roseerans, eoming out from Nashville, and meet them it did,
on Stone viver, a few miles west from Murfreesbore, On

*This was a depariare from military regalations which plaeed the com.
panies in e loflowing order from might to left A, F, D I, O H. K

B, the ol .:_.\:. being that wihen th nnegn e unmhwdpd into 5 di vig-
ﬂnrs. whiey wouid .Jq,tn:mr.andm]. by the & senior capm];us Berides in
this way, A was on the right, B on the left and Cin the centre.—En.

A o e

TR —
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Wednesday, 31 December, 1862, the battle was well on, and
the Sixtieth, eager for the fray, having tired of long inactiv-
ity, was ordered across the river at a ford on the Nashville
pike, the men crossing by wading and jumping from roek to
rock, something of a ledge extending quite a distance into the
water. On reaching the west side of the river the troops wera
immediately under fire, and yer they kept alignment and
moved forward with the martial tread of veterans, notwith-
standing the diseouragements met with on every hand, for
even while in the ford they were met by the litter corps, carry-
ing to the rear the wounded, the blood running almost in
streams from some of the litters.  This, and the groans of the
poor maimed men, and worse still the woeful tales of the de-
moralized retreating soldiers who had been engaged and re-
pulsed just before this advance, were not caleulated to steady
the nerves of men under fire for the first time. Some were
indiscreet enough to exclaim that it was “useless to go any
further, for all hell couldu't dislodze the blue coats™ from
their strongly fortified position. The line, however, moved
forward until it eneountered obstacles which covered the en-
tire front, these obstacles being the Cowan house, a large
brick building, with stables, other out-buildings, gardens,
lots, ete., all enclosed by cedar picket fences,

The regiment was necessarily thrown into considerable
confusion and some of the companies fell back, while others
pressed forward under the most terrifie fire of musketry and
artillery in their front and a wost annoying enfilading mus-
ketry fire from a cedar grove to the front and left. The ad-
vancing companies got around the obstructions mentioned
one way and another. Company F, commanded by Captain
Tay, struck the obstacles at the garden and finding two or
three pickets removed and a pathway through the garden,
he threw his men in single file and, with three of the color
guards belonging to Company E, J. L. Morgan, from Hom-
iny creek, bearing the flag, marched through the garden and
emerged into a cotten field to find themselves alone and under
the most galling fire.

The men were ordered “down,” the only command known
in tacties appropriate to the occasion. Iere they hugged the
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L for a few minutes, when away to the left it was seen a
was being made upon the cedar grove that was then
the most destructive fire, when the command “Up,

ligue, double-gquick, charge!” was given and the com-

oon reuched and formed on this attacking force, which

a part of our own brigade, containing some of our com-
that had passed around to the left of the obstacles,

ng the line and then had come forward. Of these

Tonipany E, commanded by Lieutenant Hyatt; Com-

1, eomnnanded by Captain Huff, and Company K, com-

w by Vaptain West, other eompanies of the regiment

engaged further up the line.

Federals were in strong foree in the cedars and were
rotected by uplifting ledges of limestone rock and the

epdars, but the charging Confederates had reached a

that there was less danger, possibly, in going forward

vemaining standing, or than in retreating. Having

‘ossed e open Geld and reached the edge of the cedars,

y short was 10 be shut down, having no proteetion what-

md o reireat over the open, exposed ground even worse,

this tiwy wou. receive the fire not only from the small

vut make theinseives targets for the heavily masked
ies OB 4T eminence near the river.

go Jorward seewied the only aiternative and to this the

ais oiiered a stubborn resistance, encouraged by having

ed former charges to dislodge them. They fought with
deni only excelled by the advancing Confederates. At
ical moment in the struggle, when the lines were see-

g and it seemed questionable which was to prove the

, General Preston, with the gallantry of a true Ken-

wm, seized the colors of one of his regiments and, sink-

#p his spurs into the sides of his noble horse, eried out,
8 sounding above the roar and erash of the battle, “Fol-
e, my brave men !

e act and the words were electrical, and, with a shout
#ili go down the ages as the “southern rebel yell,” the
gnrang forward as if but freshly reinforeed, and the
-<ug were torced to fall back, though in justice to them it
be said, foot by foot, eontending most stubbornly over
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every inch of the ground. They were, howeve, finally
foreed to give up the stronghold, and the “boys in gay” slept
that memorable night in the cedars, upon the blood ground,
in the midst of heaps upon heaps of dead men. I was ac-
tually “a sleep with the dead,” for they were in are’s length
that night of almost every man, The horror of it ws not felt
in its ghastly hideousness until the morning dawed, when
the fatigne and excitement incident to the battle 1ad worn
away. Ever to be remembered will be that moning of 1
January, 1863, by the participants in that battle.

Just at the moment of General Preston’s seizing the flag
the Federal batteries, as if to counteract his move, ent erash-
ing into the ranks a wnost terrifie fire of grape ani canister,
taking off the head of one of the general’s staff oficers and
killing and wounding many others of the braveand that
gurrounded him. Here Lieutenant-Colonel Harr Deaver,
of the Sixtieth, was dashed to the ground by his fratic horse
and so stunned that Captain Ray, in front of whoseeommand
the accident ceeurred, sent Merritt Stevens, o stalvart man,
to earry him from the field. Colonel Deaver, brae, gallant
fellow, was never after able to do a day’s service, hving been
an invalid really for months before the hattle,

At nightfail the tragic secene deseribed had a vespite, at
least as to the small arms; the artillery never blding up
during the night, At the order to “halt, ceasefiring, lie
down,” General Preston slowly rode down the liie, having
something eommendatory to say to each command, On reach-
ing the Sixtieth he asked: “What command ¥ On being
answered, “A portion of the Sixtieth North Canplina,” he
gaid: “This is your first battle of any consequnece, I be-
lieve. Indeed vou Tar Heels have done well. 1must say
you advanced further than I intended voun shald, but I
thought T would see how far you would go. Now, a little
later, if any of you see fit to venture ont and gathe up aban-
doned guns, I will make honorable mention of it. Tt wiil be
attended with some danger and I thus make itvoluntary.
Now, take your rest as best you ean, but whateer you do,
build no fires and make no noise which will indicat your posi-
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ol 10 |'.u- eremay, for they have the range of all these points
" and will shell you ont.”

In response to the request to gather in abandened guns,
Wiiliam Hut tson, from the vieinity of Bhufordsville, a mem-
ber of Tiay's eompany, brongut off the field thirty-five, more
than enough to arm his company, after its depletion by
the kilied and wounded in the battle through which it had
Sust passed.  This man Hutson was conspicuous for his cool
bravery under fire. The daring fellow succumbed, however,
to diseuse and died a few months later in the hospital at Tul-
lahoma,

On New Year's day the regiment was comparatively inac-
tive. The next day, 2 January, 1863, ity together with the
halanee of the division, was ordered to recross the river and at
4 o'elock in the afternoon went into that ever to be remem-
bered “DBreckinridge’s rl'm,v,r cwmng charge. Roseerans had
masscd o heavy foree in a skirt of timber on the east bank of
the viver, under the shadow of his “batteries of an hundred

guns,” and Br agg ot dered Dreckenridge with his division to
¢ them. Lo do so he was foreed to cross an open field
wmore than a quarter of & mile in width, with the enemy lying
strerehied upon the ground in the edge of the woods with
thth aim ofl the ﬂll'\rln{lll}a line,

To say that the fire was terrific but n.mh} expresses it
How any escaped has ever been a matter of wonder. Nothing
but & Divine Providence could earry men through such an
ordeal. About half way into the field the Sergeant-Major
of the Sixtieth, voung Stanhope Erwin, from Burke eounty,
was kilied ; an early martyr in his country’s cause, a noble,
gailant boy, not out of his veens.

Here, as on Wednesiay, the contest was a stubborn one,
the Federals scemingly determined at all hazards to hold their
position under the protecting eare of their heavy artillery,
while the Confederates were equally as determined that they
should not, and on they surged, little recking the thinning of
their ranks, or the disadvantages that they fully recognized
thev were laboring under. Harder and harder they pressed,
r]l‘l‘-’l'l:E{ at first it seemed, the opposing line inch by inch,
finally moving it more easily, at last o the river, into smd

f; l.‘:u.'- -'k'
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across it.  Soon they rallied and eame forward again to find
Breckinridge’s sturdy men as immovable, by any eonfronting
demonstrations, as the great oaks about them.

An unexpected flank movement, however, accomplished by
crossing a foree up the river and elimbing a precipitous biuff,
made neeessary by reason of inadequate numbers to meet
both lines, a falling back. This, while not as orderly as
might bave been wished, was without panie and Patton An-
derson’s Brigade had no part in protecting Dreckinridge’s
men from annihilation, as was falsely reported and stvongly
intimated, at least, in General Bragg's official report, his
troops not eoming up until darkness closed the action.

This Friday’s battle has always seemed a most useless one,
and one too showing most inetticient generalship on the part
of General Bragg.  Without a simultaneous move on the part
of the army on the west side of the river against the enemy’s
strongly fortified position, the attempt to do more than Breck-
inridge did was one of the impossibilities, as any one at all
versed in military affairs could readily have foreseen.

Saturday, following the grand work of a few men the day
before, was spent in marching and countermarching, through
an almost incessant rainstorm, the whole appearing to be
purposeless. Later in the day, or rather at night, the re-
treat of the entire army eommenced ; indeed, it might be said
both armies, for there ean be no doubt that the Federals had
determined to fall back and that both armics were retreating
at the same time, a case several times repeated in subsequent
hattles by reason of our generals not following up their vie-
tories,

The losses of the Sixtieth in the two battles may be
simnmed up as follows:

In Company A, Lieutenant Weaver commanding: Ser-
geant-Major Stanhope Erwin, killed ; Sergeants M. C. Toms.
. H. Waggoner and D. W. Owen, wounded ; Captain J. T
CGrarizson, wounded; Privates J. E. James, Robert Paris, H.
N. Bridgers, wounded, and J. L. Alexander missing,

Company B, Captain Duckett commanding: Sergeant J.

31
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A, Hipps, missing; Privates Wm. Shetley, killed; Charles
Stokely, W. Il Cook, seriously wounded ; James Woody Elk-
auah Iicks, volin Shetly, Jolin B, Waddell, Wm. Plemmons
aua &3, F. Luwson, slightiy wounded.

Company C, Captain Reynolds commanding: Wednesday,
Lientenant Alexander; Friday, Sergeant W. A. McBrayer,
wounded ; Privates J, W, Dillingham, A. W, Searcy, W. 8.
Penlind, W. G. Dillingham, Jackson Whitlock, wounded.

Cowpany D, Lieutenant Shipman commanding: Privates
Noah Hudson and F. J. Israel wounded.

Company I, Lientenant Ilyatt commanding: Wednesday,
Lienteniant Wright; Friday, Lieutenant Hyatt, wounded:
Sergeants W. W. Blate and T. J. Harkins, wounded; Cor-
poras W, 2 Green, wounded ; Privates B, G, Howell, Thomas
Brookshire and John Morgan, wounded.

Company I, Gaptain ilay commanding: Privates M. Fos-
ter, o. Foater, . Wilsen, 1. T Wilson, N. Hudson, James
1L Tweed, Wi, White, J. L. Penland, 1. L. Mann, Solomon
Frishy, wounded ; F. M. Parham and Wm. Pritchett, miss-
ing.

Company G, Caprain Ward commanding: Privates Lean-
der Peck, Mexander Edwards, J. B. Swain, M, M. Edwards,
Davidson Edwards, Wm, Pegg, wounded; George Ellison,
W. P. Caruth and James Wilson, missing,

Company H, Captain Juff commanding: Lieutenant W,
AL Jones ana Sergeant C. C. Jones, wounded ; Privates W,
H. Headrick, Nicholas Ellison, George Marrow, W. P.
Moore, G. W. Manstook and Corporal Willie Chapman,
wounded.

Company I. Captain Roberts commanding: Corporal Wil-
son and Privates R, Gray and Peter Gray, wounded ; Privates
Wi 5. Alexander and Alired Fisler, missing.

Company K, Captain West eommanding: J. G. Ledbetver,
killed ; Privates Moses Hal., . W. Alexander, M. A. Rober-
gon, Ephraim Glass, 7. W. Clark, W. 3. Barilett, A. T, Bird,
S. P. Young, Jonathan Ailison, D. M. Wells, J. A. Clark,
wounded, and M. C. Gossett and Thomas H. Wilson, missing.

Dreckinvidge’s Division, of which the Sixtieth was a part,
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fell back to Tullahoma and went into winter quarters. The
weather following was of the meanest—raining, sleeting and
snowing, and slush and mud seemed to be the normal condi-
tion of things in that dreary and desolate region. The suf-
fering was great. The men sickened and many died, both
of officers and privates, Quurtermaster-Captain Augustus W,
Patton among the former, entailing a loss irreparable to the
regiment, he being a most efficient otficer and the highest type
of a man in every way.

CHANGES IX OPYICERS.

Here, too, commenced an investigation of the conduct of
certain officers and companies in the fights in front of Mur-
freeshoro, and while most, if not all, were from the peculiar
state of things not greatly censurable for any neglect of duty,
a pressure was brought to bear on them and several resigna-
tions were tendered, and quite a revolution was wrought in
the officiais; an entire change in the field officers and many
changes in company offieers. Caprain Hardy, of Company
A, was made Colonel and Captain Ray, of Company F, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel.  The pesition of Major for some reason, was
left vacant. The promotion of Captain Hardy making a va-
eancy in hig company (A), First Lieutenant Weaver was pro-
moted to Captain, the Second Lieutenant and Junior Sec-
ond Lieutenants advaneing respectively, and John W. Lind-
say was elected to the vacancy of Junior Second Lieutenant.
The vacancy of Captain in Company F, caused by the pro-
motion of Captain Hay, was not filled, but Tirst Lientenant
Reynolds allowed to command. Captain Belton Duckett, of
Company B, resigning, First Lieutenant B. F. Patton was
advanced to the Captainey: the Seeomd and Junior Second
Lieutenants advanced respectively, and the vacaney of Junior
Second Lieutenant was not filled. Captain F. 8. H. Rey-
nolds, of Company C, resigning, First Lieutenant Thomas W.
Patton was promoted to Captain, and Second and Junior
Second Lieutenants advanced respectively. Samuel W. Da-
vidson was elected Junior Second Licutenant. After the
death of Lieutenant Riddle, Lieutenant Davidson advaneed
to Second and Henry K. Rhea elected to the vacaney of
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Junior Second Lieutenant. Captain. Fletcher, of Company
1¥, and his Lieutenants leaving the company, Lieutenant
John Gregg Chambers, of Company C, was temporarily put
in command. Later I Clay Lorance was appointed First
Tieutenant, James M. Ford Seeond, and Robert C. Evans
Junior Second Lieutenants. Lientenant Lorance taking
command, relieved Lientenant Chambers, who returned to
his company on 17 November, 1863, Jesse R. Gilliland was
a 1111:::1n.£,r.1 Captain  and commanded the company until
wounded in front of Atlanta, from which he never recovered,
Lieutenant Lorance again taking command. Captain West
of Company K, resigning, Adjutant E. M. Clayton was made
Capiain and William T. White elected Junior Second Lieu-
tenant,

The vacancy of Adjutant by the promotion of E. M. Clay-
ton, was filled Ly the appointment of Orville Ewing, Jr., of
Nashville, Tenn. The positien of Sergeant-Major made va-
eant by the kiling of Stanhope Erwin, was filled by the ap-
pointment of irank 3L Miller. Captain If.:r M. Roberts, ﬂf
company 1 resigming, First Lientenant W. Ti. Alexander was
prometed to tie Captainey, the Second md Junior Second
Tdeutenants ndvanced luanmuwcly, and the Junior Second
Lieuten aney Wi not filled.

Dr. J. M. Stevens resi fming a8 bmg&an Dr. Griffin, of
Lﬁuisx-hlu, Ky.. was nssigned to duty in his stead, assisted by
Lienicnant Tobert ‘Cooper. Dr. Griffin was superseded by
Dr. Mackay about the time the regiment left for Mississippi.
The latter was a surgeon of considerable note, having served
quite a time in the Englisn army with the Seottish Highland-
era before coming to America. Phifer Erwin was made Quar-
termaster i plnce of W. Augusius Patton, deceased, B. J
Alexander being retained o= Quartermaster-Sergeant.

In the early ».111,11;__ of =63 the regiment, as also the divis-
jon, broke cann at Tullahoma and moved to Wartrace. It
was then in Preston’s Brigade, Breckinridge’s Division, Har-
dec’s Corps. In early summer it went to Fairfield, and
later was ordered to Jackson, Miss. Oun reaching there
it went into eamp upon the banks of Pearl river, here

Ll

remaining until about 1 July, Joseph E. Johnston in the

<
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meantime hurriedly getting together transportation for a
movement on Vieksburg to relieve Pemberton, who was being
besieged by General Grant. Four days’ marching via Can-
ton, under the broiling sun of that, then, almost tropieal clime
in dust shoemouth deep, drinking water from any place it
could be found, and this, much of the time, being stagnant,
muddy, stockponds and even from hog-wallows along the
line of march, the command reached the waters of the Big
Black on the night of 4 July, the commander of the Sixtieth,
Lieutenant-Colonel Ray, being the general field officer of the
day. About midnight the word passed from brigade to bri-
gade and from regiment to regiment that Vicksburg had ca-
pitnlated. A retrograde movement was at onee ordered and
the retreat commenced and eontinued until Jackson was
reached. The iroops fared better on the retreat than on the
advance, so Tar as water was concerned, for the wells and cis-
terns along the route that had been stripped of buckets and
drawing arrangements by the owners had been replaced after
the passage of the troops and, of course, not antieipating so
gpeedy a refurn, they were found in place and there was com-
paratively little suffering for water. The citizens of Can-
ton, it must be said, however, did everything possible for the
comfort of the soldiers, both advancing and retreating, lining
the sidewalks with buckets and pitchers of water.

Johneton made a stand at Jackson and set himeelf in bat-
tle array. Very soon he was confronted by the Federals in
foree and the eontest commeneed, first skirmishing along vari-
ons parts of the line. Finally, on 16 July, a strong demon-
gtration was made upon that part where the Sixtieth had posi-
tion and for a time the battle was fierce, but the defense was
stronger than the enemy seemed to have anticipated, the re-
wreat was sounded and the attacking forces withdrew.

The Sixtieth’s casnalties were but slight, a few men only
being wounded. Among that number was James Parker, of
Company E, whose wound necessitated the amputation of one
arm. This was done mest skilfully by Dr. McKay, surgeon
of the regiment.

General Johnston did not see fit to offer resistanee for any
cunsid'emble time to the occupancy of the city and withdrew



456 Nonrii Caronina Troors, 1861-'65.

his forces, the Sixtieth going to Brandon and enca.mpmg on

a ridge not a great way from the station, in the track of a cy-
clone that Lad passed through that seciion of the country some
time before, and hence the name “Camp Hurricane,” by
which the rendezvous was known., Here Colonel Hardy,
Lieutenant-Colonel Ray and several officers of the line passed
their exuminations for promotion, although they had been
on duty in their respective assignments, most of them, from
thie time of leaving Fairfield, Tenn. Lieutenant-Colonel Ray
cominanding the regiment on the advance from Jackson to
Eig Black and on the retreat as well.

Tt was here, too, that Dr. MeKay, by his extra rigid regular
ariy discipline, ineurred anew the anger of many of the regi-

ment, who claimed that they were out to fight tyranny in

every form, and while engaged fighting back an invading
aviny. they would at the swme time resist being domineered
by, as they elaimed, a military martinet in the person of the
regimental surgeon, They commenced the exhibition of
their detevinination w get rid of the doetor by a night attack
npen hin s Ge swung in his hammock in his marquee, cutting
down the Lasunock and then casting some stones, more to
frigliten, possibly, than to hurt, for they were not really bad
men.  The dec LOT appealed 1o Lieutenant-Colonel Ray, again
in command . the regiment, for redress and reported an en-
tire company as being the offenders, but as he pould name
none, either as leaders or ,Jmtmlpunm no action eould well be
taken. (olonel Ray, esteeming him for his skill in surgery
and his general learning, was anxious to save him any injury,
- repeated indignity and begged the doetor to allow him
0 -,:.‘m-'.th his transfer, which was done and old Dr. Straight, a
Mississippian, was put in Lis place, a most lovable character,
wio soon endeared himself to the men very greatly.

In Septemnber Breckinridge was ovdered to Georgia to re-
inforce General Bragg, who was again to join issue with
General Roseerans. It so happened that some of the higler
officers being away on leave, and others desiring to go via
Mobile, Ala., the command of the brigade develved upon
Tieutenant-Colonel Ray, who had it in charge until reaching
the point of destination.

e
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CHICKAMAUGA,

On reaching Chickamauga (the Indian npame “Chicka-
mauga” means river of death) the two armies were found in
battle array and skirmishing mere or less severe occurred
from day to day, commeneing on about the 10th. The Sixti-
eth had position on the left of the army and upon that part
of the field in which vicinity were Glass’ and Lee and Gor-
don’s flouring milla.

The line of battle was eonstantly undergoing chs.nges, not
very considerable until the 18th and 19th. Then the
changes were radical, the left, or a great part of it, embrac-
ing the Sixtieth, was moved to the extreme right wing. On
the 18th everything indicated fighting and a regular engage-
ment was unquestionably at hand. The ominous clouds of
war hung like a pall over the army; the atmosphere was full
of it; the warrior, as well az the war horse, could “smell it
from afar.” Curses were changed to prayers, cards in the
poekets were replaced by Testaments and a quiet determina-
tion took the place of jests and ribaldry.

Sure enough on Saturday, the 19th, the struggle began in
earnest. As the day waned the contest became hotter and
hotter, and at dark it seemed only just begun, and raged furi-
ausly until way into the night. When the ranks eould no
longer see cach other they would five at the flash and report
of their opponenis’ guns. The Sixtieth, up to this time, had
not been hotly engaged. The night of the 10th it marched
hour upon hour, crossing the river at Alexander’s bridge,
when it seemed almost time for eock erow, if one had dared
to be so bold in hearing of men bungry enough to have caten
him, feathers and all! Tired and worn, a final halt was
called and the men threw themselves upon the ground and in
almost a twinkling were wrapped in sound slumber, such as
is known only to soldiers. But O! of sueh short duration
was that sleep. Not waiting until day dawn, the long roil
sounded—a sound that like the rattlesnake’s warning notes,
never failed to put all hearers on the aiert. Hastily every
man, knowing intuitively what the call hoded, was up in busy
preparation, and at daybriak was in line ready for any fate.
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Written unmistakably in aimost every face was “‘we go to
victory or death.,” Aldas! all to vietory, many to death.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hay was in command, and being ealled
upen for a speech, the commanding officers of other regiments
on the right and left, already haranguing their men, he said:
I hardly think it just the time for a speech. Later it may
be necessary. We know full well what is before us. I am
no more anxious for the conflics than the rest of you, but I
mean w do my full duty and have confidence that you will do
the same,”

Up 10 near this time, probably within two days, Captain
Candler, seuior Captain, had been acting Lieutenant-Colonel,
as has been stated, the regiment having no Major, but upon
an order from General Breckinridge to Acting Colonel Ray
to send a mounted officer to the rear to see what was the trou-
ble that rations for three days had not been sent forward, he
detailed Captain Candler for this work and had Captain J.
T. Weaver assipned to duty as second in command, and the
reginent commenced the day’s work so officered, young
George Leavel, of Mississippi, acting as voluntary aid to
Lieutenant-Colomel lay. At this battie the Sixtieth was in
Stovall’s Brigade, Breckinridge’s Division, D. H. Hill's
Corps.

Notwithstanding the early preparations, it was near 9
¢'clock before the troops were actually engaged. The skir-
mishers at onee uneovered tie Federal line of battle and the
work began, the Confederates continually advaneing, at many
points, however, meeting atrong resistance. The casualties
for a time were inconsiderable. Lieutenant Wm, White and
Sergeant J. L. Cuathey were among the first serionsly wound-
edl, hoth losing a leg, Licutenant White's proving fatal. These
were both men of distinguished bravery.

It was nor infrequent that ludierous and laughable scenes
came up even during the battles. In the first charge made
here, the men had been strongly admonished against throw-
ing away shots and ordered to hold their fire until ordered
by eommanding officers. A Federal sharpshooter had from
some cause fallen behind his comrades as they had been driven
back and the fellow was running for dear life diagonally

i
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across the front of the Sixtieth. When first seen he was
probably 250 yards away. Redden James a Sergeaut in
Company I, asked permission to fire at him. It being given,
he turned loose his carbine, whereupon the fleeing soldier
tumbled, but in a moment was up and off again. Another
shot was fired at him and again he fell, but as quickly as be-
fore he was up and on the run. Then the third man fired
and another tumbling down. By this time the line had
reached him and when ordered up, it was found the feliow
had not been touched, but had adopted this ruse, as he said,
to prevent a volley being fired at him, and Loping every lit-
tle run to pass from the front of the charging line.

The direction of advaneing eolumns up to about 11 o'clock
had been a litdle west of south, but reaching the Lafayette
pike, leading out from Chattanooga, near where stood J ones’
and MeDonald’s houses, the airection was changed due south,
at least as to Stoval’s Brigade, of which the Sixtieth was a
part. Soon after this charge came the tug of war. As the
Federal line was driven back it seemed to be strengthened
in numbers, probably by reinforcements or the falling back
on reserves, and to grow in desperation, and the advance of
the Confederates as the sun approached the meridian beeame
more and more diffieult.  From 11 until 12 o'elock it was a
life and death struggle.

The Federal line of battle was of an unheard of shape, run-
ning east and west through Kelley’s field, then bending round
to due north and extending probably 500 yards, bending
around again in a westward direetion, some distance parallel
to the line through Kelley’s field, but stopping short before
reaching Lafavette pike, or touching the line west of said-
pike, thus leaving an opening or gap in their line, And it
was here the Sixtieth got in its nice work; passing the right
of this west line, it forced its way into this gap, receiving an
enfilading fire for a short time in passing said line, and
drove the opposing forces back into Kelley’s field into their
breastworks.
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FARTHEST TO TUR FRONT AT CHICKAMAUGA

Lu .'.'urui:'l,"_;'. thied ¢ way into this gap the gallant men of the
;5.1}.t1:.-:_n enibied tne State and United States eommissoners
1 feviewing the battlefield in order to locate the exact oaii
:,mn’: L e vartous commands, to g4y : s
2 ”1I111i=' point [marked by a tablet] reached by the Sixtieth
}DI'EH {_Ju rolina Regiment of T nfantry, at noon, on Sunda EEU
September, 1563, was the farthest oblained .!:-g_.r,mn Gmfgd
ale lroops in this famous charge.” 4 *
1T]m_ casualties in the last hour of this charge were heav
‘I.mu:ﬁmml:-i".‘mnnei Ray was severely wounded and forced ;
;;:u'n the Iir:.‘..:tl‘, after calling .-’hcvlin;; Lieutenant-Colonel
eaver, mourying him of his being disabled and turnin
over to nim the command of the regiment, T]:_e regiment i
its _lns:, action here was confronted by the Second "'-EkIginn .
wihieh reported a loss of 33 per cent. of its memher:; fi if??m’
oo, a part of the time, behind breastworks. I’nﬂ:!w[?'-:::.‘:tliI;l'Lgj
somewiat further the severity of the struggle here 'rhrag
J-T:.-:l:-'rn-',’". Wera killed almost in a stone’s :;hru'n.vbuf the ’l:sini
aof e dixtieth in Kolley's ficld—Generals Helm and ]Ficé.hlun
of :1r1v:1 Cr.rrtl federates, and General King, of the Federals 5
S0 JAiter deting Lieutenant-Colonel Weaaver took -:;mn—
mand of the rediment the line was withdrawn and reformed
north amd .-irl\:tlt“‘l.‘l.'h.'if west of Kelley’s field and held inaI:EVB
f:ﬁ:l' 4 Hme, ther. advanced upon another pavt of the Federal
line, and near sundown was drawn up in :;uppnrs of Forrest’
c;tf:‘.lr}'. : It was here held in reserve i short time, and ﬂtL;:lf
n?m:rud o the charze being made on the enemy’s breast-
WOTRs, which were taken most gallantly, the Federals bﬁ"
:ilr:vnu peil-mell, the Confederates seareely halting at ;Eg
;rmhm;m.h." but pursuing the panic-stricken 1-§tre:3'rin;
orces In the direction of Chattancora, 1
day’s work, and with similar work nt??}t]mi;ir:: nefutdheed hﬂw
f-lﬂﬁni‘]t'i:: the great and bloody battle of Chickamauga oy
‘ The hurried and brief reports of eommanding n:;fﬁt;ers mal
i absolutely impossible o give the casualties of the Sj otk
in these different engagements, but they were great’ SD:&BU;
the eompanies having only five or six men to ;tfuswe:' to tl?e?r
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names at roll call on the night of the 20th. Among the officers
wounded, not already mentioned, were Lisutenant John H.
Reynolds, seriously, losing an arm; Lieutenants Leonard
Huff and Sam W. Davidson and Captain W. R. Alexander,
siightly. Of the color guard, every man save one, George
Lindsey, was killed or wounded. The bearer of the ilag,
Sergeant Bailey, though mortally wounded, called Sergeant
Lindsey to him, told him he was shot, showed him the wound
and said: “I turn over to your keeping the colors.”

Here again is another instance of great victory, at an ox-
pense of almost a deluge of the best blood of the eountry and
apparently nothing achieved. The failure to press Rose-
crans while on the run and take Chattancoga, and thus re-
claim a large part of Tennessee, was a blunder that could not
be understood by the rank and file of the army and was never
satisfactorily explained. Had this been done, and none
doubted the possibility of it, the Federals could never have
boasted of vietories at Lookout Mountain and Missionary
Ridge, for those hattles would never have taken place.

General Breckinridge, through Lieutenant Clay, of lLis
staff (grandson of Henry Clay) sent expressions of his sym-
pathies to Colonel Ray at field hospital on the morming after
the battle on the 20th and was unstinted in his praise of the
conduct of the Sixtieth,

MISBIONARY RIDGE.

The following up the retreating Federals, after the hard
fighting on the 20th, was very leisurely and in a half-hearted
way, giving them time to rally, reorganize and offer battle
again, on plans very advantageous to them. The Sixtieth
was inactive for a day or two, and then by slow marches rook
position on  Missionary Ridge, overlooking Chattancoga.
Here on 25 November it was brought into action, but was so
situated as to be able to do but little effective work, liaving
the enemy too far away at the beginning of the confliet to
reach them except by plunging shots from the artillery and
the longest range guns, and when getting nearer they were
almost completely sheltered by the natural curvature or the
mountain, On the Federals reaching the top of the bluff, a
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sharp engagement ook place, but the disparity in numbers
Was su Zreat the Confederates were foreed to retreat, the Six-
tieth falling 'u:.lch to Tal (za., and there taking up winter
quarters. xuwh:.g{.o the great depletion in the ranks of both
the Sixueth and Fifty-eighth Hegiments W -
suliduted wile on }Iissiuzﬂ Iy Jiiagu, I:hn’ ﬁt'zlil tofgc;::rifc:l?e
Sixtieth sept in comiand and those of the Fifty-eighth trans-
IerTed.

(e e I;mi{@ of 1564 opened with a clash between the
opposing forees in front of Dalton, the Sixtieth and Fifty-
eightls pariicipating in the battle.  This resulted in a vietory
w ihe C-u:ii':.--rlm'nmn, the Federals again falling back in the
dizection of Cliattanooga. The casualties as to the North
; 3 mhn. i 51E;_:_1.|. i1fl‘._'.-1_is action, save in the killing of
.nh.v.....l.. hoias JT Riddle, of Company C, an efficient
.u_:u_t'f j.m]:aumd r youn ofiieer, Tids battle was known as “Stoney
l‘.:lilg_-,'r.' .Lz....T'n.:r- s]}:"]_r;g.u:m summer of 1864, the Fifty-
El;{hTJl and Sixtieth North Carclina belonged to A, W, '[{c::}’-
nolds’ Brigade, Steveuson's Division, Tood’s Corps.  In Au-
gtmi.‘(“.ulmm'. Wasl. M. Hardy, of the Sixtieth, was in ecom-
wand, temporarily, of the Brigade.
FIROM DALTON TO ATLANTA.

The Sixteth seturned to Dalton aud went into their old
quarters. Sergeant-Major Frank Miller was hers made Sec-
Futenant in Company A, Thomas F. Davidson was
; r].m'nil:-i.' Second Lientenant to fill the vacaney cauzed by
the vesignation of Lientenant Hevnolds, and Calvin Shack-
a‘fiﬂ rd 1o ill the vaeancy cansed by the death of Lieut. Wm.
'l "n"rl.il.c*. Here it remained until the begiming of what is
known in history ss the “Johnston-Sherman Atlanta earm-
pnig‘l'u.”

e

This was a suecession of battles and retreats upon
the pars of Johnston, inflicting heavy losses upon S'rlcrrr:nu.
]%I}' his ‘,}Dll."r.i:.zn‘ E-l'l.i:DiC:-,', of selecting his positions and drawing
Sherman bacs on him, he was seriously erippling him and yet
apparently giving him vietories by his retreating and the oth-
er advanecing. "Twas said in this eampaign that from first
to last Johnston disabled and killed of Sherman’s army in
numbers aggregating nearly 50,000, a force almost Equa;l to
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that with which he fought him. The Sixtieth was frequently
engaged in this campaign, a dozen or more times, the most
important battles being at Resaca, Cassville, New Hope
Church., Kenmesaw Mountain, Joneshoro and Atlanta, and
never to its discredit. Its losses were considerable, particu-
larly in wounded, many of the very best otficers and men
heing disabled. Specially deserving mention are Captains
Ed. M. Clayton and Jesse R. Gilliland, Lieutenants Frank
M. Miller and Robert Cooper.

CHANGE OF GENERALS.

The War Department at Richmond, under influences, not
creditable to either side, assumed to dictate to Joseph L.
Johnston as to the further eondueting of this “Atlanta Cam-
paign,” and this greatest of strategists, declining to be so
handicapped, allowed himsell to be superseded and the Con-
sederate Government committed the greatest blunder of its
chort life in bringing about sueh a condition of things. Bome
of the older generals who were aslked to take command, saw
the unwisdom of a change at that partienlar erisis, and declin-
ing to become a party to it, it was left to the dashing and dar-
ing Texan, General Jolm B. Iood, to take charge of that gal-
lant body of men that almost worshipped their great displaced
leader. A sad day indeed was it, in and around Atlanta,
when the ehange in commanders was made known. No half
dozen defeats in battle could have had so depressing an effect
upon the troops.  Tn the Tederal ranks the contrary feeling
prevailed ; the elation on one side was enual to the depression
on the other. General Sherman said: “Now we'll have some-
thing to say when and where we fight. TUp to this time it
has been when and where Mr. Johnston said.”

Of course General Hood had to earry out the behests of
the war department, with, it was presumed, General Brage as
adviser, and an entire change in plans was brought about,
he taking the offensive and making desperate onslaughts upon
Sherman’s lines, and while vietorious in a way, and fully sus-
taining his well earned reputation as a daring, suceessful
fighter, they were at such a sacrifice of his men, as to make
suicidal a continuanee of it and henee it was determined to
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adopi other tactics, So the army swung around, recrossed
the Cliaitalioochee river and opened the way to an almost un-
interrupted mareh of Sherman to the sea; while, in the short-
sighted poliey of the powers at Richmond, the movement was
sipposed to eut their supplies from Nashville, little thinking
of the communications Sherman was opening up ahead of
i,

THE MARCH ON NASHVILLE.

Passing through North Georgia, North Alabama, crossing
the Tennessee river at Iflorence, where a small foree of Fed-
e~1‘ui.-: ofiered sligit resistance, but were cusily overcome by
tie troops of whicn the Sixtieth was a part, the march was
continucd into and througa a seetion of the State very ap-
propriateiy called “The Wilderness,” where it might have
been justly said, in the langnage of Sheridan, “that a crow
in flying over it would have to earry his rations with hiw.”
The men subsisied prineipaliy upon scant supplies of “corn
dodger” and “sorghum molasses,”

The transition from this barren land into that fertile re-
gion known as the Blie Grass scetion of middle Tennessee,
can hardly be inagined. Here, at Columbia, on Duck river,
anoiher body of Federals was encountered, and a sharp lit-
tle engagerient ook place, the Sixtieth suffering somewhat,
particuiarly in the ioss of a brave young officer, Lieutenant
Moreno, who ad been assigned to duty with the regiment,

having refugeed a short time before from Pensavola, Fla.
IRANKLIN.

Instead of pressing the retreating foe and foreing a battle
upon the ground where each contestant would have been on an
equal footing, or, what would have been better, outflank-
ing him, a thing seeming altogether practicable, he was
allowed, uninterruptedly it might be said, to fall back on
Franklin and ample time given to strongly fortify. Then
when the Federals, it might be presumed, said, “Now we are
ready, vou may advance!” the Confederates, never counting
odds, or reckoning obstacles, did advance. But what a
scene of blood and earnage. The forces were more nearly
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equal as to numbers than in most battles of the war, the Con-
federates having 18,000 to 20,000, the Federals 22,000 to
24 000. DBut by reason of the one being so thoroughly en-
trenched and the other eompelled to advance through broad,
open fields, the odds actunally might be said, not unreasona-
bly either, to have been about five to ome. The battle was a
most terrifie one, the Confederates fighting with a determina-
tion scarcely ever equalled, even by themselves. Privates
and officers alike went down in the melee, like trees in the
sweep of a tornado. The casualties were indeed appalling,
especially so on the Confederate side. Six general officers
were killed and six wounded. Major-General John Adams
of Stewart’s Corps, and that indomitable old war horse of
the same rank, Pat. Cleburne, went down in death, with Brig-
adier-Generals Granberry, Carter, Gist and Strahl. Thir-
teen regimental commanders were killed and thirty-two
wounded. Many other field and line officers were killed and
wounded, while about 6,000 of the rank and file were left
dend or disabled upon the field, on the banks of, and in, the
ditches that they were so gallantly charging. The Federal
logses were estimated at one-liall or two-thirds less, and yet it
was eounted a Confederate victory, beeause the Federals were
driven from their strongholds and retired upon Nashville.
The fewer of such vietories the better for the vietors, and
that the battle of Franklin should ever have been fought was
a mizstake and a misfortune that no one, at all conversant with
the facts, will for a wmoment question.

THE RETREAT FROM NASIIVILLE.

The advance was then upon Nashville, the Sixtieth having
a position from which the capital city could be seen, but into
which it was never permitted to enter. Tn the engageinent
in front of Nashville the Confederutes were defeated and
commenced a retreat that with slight interruptions ended
onlyv in the surrender of the army in North Carolina. The
Sixtieth, with a certain part of the troops, fell back on Mur-
freeshoro, and while in line of battle here, with no active en-
gagement on hand, the daring and gallant Lientenant-Colonel
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Thowus Weaver, in command of the regiment, was the tar-
get of a sharpshooter and instantly killed.

The eommand then devolved upon James T. Huff, of Cocke
eonnty, Tena,, who had some time before been promoted to
Major. While the loss of Colonel Weaver was irreparable
to the regiment, it was still in good hands, Major Huff having
proven himself an efficlent officer. The line of retreat was
again taken up and again that desolate land of “The Wil-
derness” was traversed, on through Alabama, Georgia and
South Carolina into ¥orth Carolina, disembarking at Smith-
field, and in time to take a wand in the Bentonville battle of
19, 20 and 21 April, 1865, practically the last battle of the
most remarkabie war in the annals of history. Many of the
Sixticth had the distinetion of having taken part in the first
and last battle of the war—DBig Bethel and Bentonville.

Quarteriaster Phifer Erwin taking sick, Captain M. J.
Bearden, former Quartermaster of the Fifty-eighth, took
his place; Commissary Sergeant King in charge of commis-
EHT}' ALOT0E.

BENTONVILLE.

The easualties in the Sixtieth ac Bentonville were not
creat, fighting prineipally from rudely constructed breast-
works, There were a few alightly wounced, among the num-
ber Ed. Beno and J. 3. Alexander. The sixtieth was in the
brigade commanded by General Joseph B. Palmer. This
battle, aside from being the last, was somewhat remarkable in
bringing into conspienous notice the daring and fighting qual-
ities of the boys of the dear southland, the Junior Reserves.
They fougnt with & heroism creditable alike to themselves
and their veteran sires. The Buncombe Juniors were in the
fivst battalion, commanded by Major I. T. Millerd, of Ashe-

|
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The battle of Bentonville was fought by Joseph E. John-
stam, the idol of the western army, with less than 20,000 men,
the Federals under Sherman numbering heyween 70,000 and
&0.000, and that only a pars of his army, yet victory perched
upon the banners of the “cross in red.” The Sixtieth re-
treated with the army through Raleigh, thence to Greenshoro
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and then to Jimtown. The Fifty-eighth and Sixtieth North
Carolina on this retreat (which began 10 April) were consol-
idated and commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Thad. Cole
man, and belonged to Brantley’s Brigade, D. II. Hill’s Divis-
ion, 8. D. Lee’s Corps.  Official Records Union and Confed-
erafe Armics, Vol. 88, p. 1064. It was doubtless surrendered
as thus organized.

The news of the Army of Northern Virginia, under that
grand old leader, Robert E. Lee, having surrendered reach-
ing Joseph 1. Johnston, he at onee opened negotiations with
General Sherman, locking to a closing of the contest between
their respective armies, and on 26 April, 1865, the agreement
was perfected and the scene sadly closed

The Sixtieth was very fortunate in having a number of the
Buncombe Riflemen, known as the Bethel company, to jein
its ranks, their experience in drill making them efficient drill
masters. Many of them were made officers, to-wit.: W. W.
MeDowell, Major; Robert L. Coleman, Captain Commis-
gary; T. W. Patton, B. F. Patton and Marion Thomas, Cap-
taing of the line; Robert M. Clayton. John T. Sales, Thomas
J. Shipman, H. Clay Lorance and Sam. W. Davidson, Lieu-
tenants, and Ed. M. Clayton, Adjutant and later Captain.
Others to the number of twelve or fourteen were non-commis-
sioned officers and privates.

Three Buneombe families furnished fifteen men to this
regiment; six Stevenses, five Sales and four Tavidsons, and,
singular to state, while geveral of them were wounded, none
were killed and but one of the number has since died.

Dock V. Shope, of Swannanoa, was Orderly Sergeant from
the beginning to the ending, and George Alexander, of the
game section, Commissary Sergeant for the whoele time,
almost unparalleled instances, and, singularly enough, both
were of the same company—Company I, G. M. Roberts’,
later W. R. Alexander’s company.

Color Sergeant George Lindsay, who was entrusted with
the flag of the regiment by his wounded predecessor on the
battlefield of Chickamauga. 20 September, 1863, carried it
to the end of the conflict, and on or about 2 May, 1845, at Jim-

32
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sown, N, C., was naid his prorata of the silver remaining in

easury, $1.15, and paroled, Spend-
ing the 15 vents for Juxuries of ome sort or another, he re-
taineu the $1.00, and still holds, ag a precious souvenir, that
and Lis parole.

The records of this resiment, from the time of the moving
from Lhaltor early in 1504, ave necessarily imperfect, by rea-
som of the rapid movemenis and the multiplieity of incidents
anil events.  To bring in more than lias been done would so
lengthen the narvative as t deter many from reading it and
to require quite a volume to hold it.

The writer has labored assiduously to give the history of
e rogiment as eorrectly as possible in brief form and sub-
wits it to the charitabie eviticisms of the survivors of the regi-
inent.  That there are some errors need nob surprise any
one. 1t eould not be otherwise in writing without any sub-
stantial data, after the lapse of thirty-six vears. The worst
fault, e feels, is that of omission. He wishes it was practi-
eable 10 note the hervie deeds of hundveds of the rank and iile,
some of which would bear no unfavorable comparison with
that sinee famous act of Licutenant Hobson; but to do this
would take illimitable vime and space. To mention some
and not ail would be an invidious distinetlon.

Janms M. Fav.

the Confeaerate Stales

AsnEvicee, NG, o
26 April, 1901,
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ADDITIONAL SKETCH SIXTIETH REGIMENT.

By THOMAS W. PATTON, Carrain Coumrany C.

The above regiment was organized early in the sumier of
1862, in the county of Madison, N. (. Of its ten companies,
seven were eomnposed of men from Buneombe, one from Mad-
ison, one from Polk, and one from Cocke county, Tennessee.

The TField Officers at organization were Joseph A. MeDow-
ell, Colonel; W.'H. Deaver, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and W. W.
MeDowell, Major.

As soon as its organization was completed, the regiment
was marched to Greenville, Tenn., and thence by rail trans-
ported to Murfreesboro, at which place it took part in the
famons and hard-fought battles of 31 December to 3 Janunary.
With the Army of Tennessee, it retreated to Tullahoma, and
there passed the balanee of the winter of 186263, At this
place it suffered much from sickness, losing many good men.

About 1 May, 1863, it was in Stovall’s Brigade, Breckin-
ridge’s Division, earried to Mississippi, and eneamped near
Jackson, on the banks of the Pearl river. Remaining there till
1 July, it marched in direction of Vicksburg, the intention of
the General commanding being to attempt the relief of the
garrison which had long been closely beleaguered there by
General Grant, but on approaching the Federal lines, on §
July, it was learned that the Confederates had eapitulated
the day previous, and the relieving forces were hasiily
marched back to Jackson.

In the fortifieations around Jackson a rather severe engage-
ment ocenrred on Sunday, 12 July.  The Federals who had
followed from Vicksburg concentrated on Stovall's Brigade
and were repulsed with heavy loss, four flags were captured
by our brigade. Subsequently, about 15 July, the Confeder-
ate forees were withdrawn, Jackson evacuared, and the Six-
tieth Regiment for nearly six weeks was encamped at a point
midway between Jackson and Meridian, Miss.
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About 3 September, 1863, the troops there were carried by
rail to Cave Spring, near -'m.uhl'_., Ga. Then began the march-
ing towards {'3].“.,:;1-%:';_;;;,, atd the 19 September found this
vegiment on the field of Chlewnauga. It took position late at
night, and next day experienced its most severe battle, ana
that which was the most decided vietory of any in which the
Army of Tennessee ever took part. The loss in the Sixtieth
was vervy great both in officers and men, among the former
Lieutenant-Colonel J. M. Ray was wounded so severely as to
foree him to leave the field and for the rest of the day the
command devolved upon Captain J. T. Weaver, the ranking
of the comuany officers. The following namies were inseribed
upon the roil of honor for gallantry in this battle: Second
Tieutenant James 1. Cole, Company G ; Private H. Lowber,
Company A; Private John Hinton, Company B; Private
Marceilus 2. Matthews, Company D ; Private Henry Haman,
Cw:pu.ﬂ H; Sergeant F. P. Randle, Company I.
ent's next U\P{';L{']lﬂ& was severe skirmishing
around tie fortifications of Chattanocoga, foilowed by the dis-
astrons bastle of Missionary Ridge, from which it retreated to
Talton, and went into quarters for the rest of the winter of
15ﬁ 304

he campaizgn of the next summer began carly with an en-
gagement some few miles west of Dalton and continued,
in mpumh a succession of hard fights almost

every day, and of wearisome marches by night, until Atlanta
was teached, about the end of July. During this period,
the Sixi lLTJ performed its full part, and mourned the death
m wany of its good men. At Atlanta the army was reviewed

v President Davis, and shortly thereafter, much to the grief
-:rt' his soldiers, the beloved General Joseph E. Johnston was
relieved of the command, and his place filled by the appoint-
ment of (u-_,mul John B. Hood. This officer was distin-
h,.nk.ucu for Lis bravery,. but had not the affection of the army
to the degree in umcl General Johnston enjoyed it.

Gnder General Hood the army (the Sixtieth being still
commanded by Weaver, then Tieutenant-Colonel) marched
throngh Georgia, Alabama, erossed the Temnessee river at

The regt
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Florence, and penetrated Tennessee. This was done almost
without opposition. The enemy not being met to any serious
degree until the arrival at Columbia, on the Dueck river.
Here some resistance was made, but not to amount to very
much. On 15 and 16 December, 1864, was the dreadful bai-
tle of Franklin. The battle which there occurred, while ap-
parently a Scouthern vietory, was at such terrible cost of life
as to completely eripple the army, and to put a stop to further
prosecution of the intended invasion of Tennessee. The ad-
vance was, however, pushed, till a sight was obtained of the
capitol building, but no effors was made to enter Nashville.

There being a Federal forece at Murfreesboro, then in rear
of the Confederates, a part of the army were detached to meet
it, and to destroy the railroad between the two cities; the Six-
tieth was included in this detachment ; the labor and suffering
involved in tearing up the rails and crossties from the frozen
ground, without proper tools or appliances, was very zreat.
Arriving near Murfreeshoro, the Confederates being then un-
der command of General Forrest, the TFederal Garrison
brought on an engagement which, with other disastrous re-
sults, caused the greatest calamity that had ever befallen the
Sixtieth, in the death of its gallant Lieutenant-Colonel,
James Thomas Weaver,

From the nature of these sketehes, notices of individuals
must be restrained to those who formed a part of the very
life of each vegiment. TRealizing the necessity of this re-
striction, and readily obeying it, T do not hesitate to record
the name of

JAMES TIIOMAR WEAVER,

as not only the one who was indeed the very life of his regi-
ment, but who was as gallant a soldier, as true a man, as de-
voted a citizen, as was cver produced in North Carolina,
which is equivalent to saying that he had no superior in the
world, in these qualities.

From Murfreeshoro the fearful retreat began, re-erossing
the northern portions of the States of Alabama and Georzia,
and the Sixtieth was found again faeing Sherman at Branch-
ville, 8. C., hoping to restrain his march of destruction from
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Savannali. With the feeble foree at command of the Confed-

| traa}r this hepe, of course, was futile; the small army was

asily flanked, and it followed to Columbia, just in time to

grieve over its cinders. Theace through Charlotte, Salisbury,

aleigh and Smithfield, Bentonville is reached and the last
fnttie of the war is fought, the Sixtieth participating, and
some of its uewbers having the distinction of having taken
part in the trst, and the last of the Confederacy’s battles,
that of Great Bethel on 10 4une, 1861, and that of Benton-
ville, 10-21 Afarch, 1865

Talling Luiek, we passed aguin through our State’s capital

g April.  Iow sad Jdid Raleigh look that day. Greensboro
is reached and Johnston surrenders; with this ended the his-
tory of the Sixtieth North Carclina Regiment. While others
perhaps may Lave gained more renown, and we have no in-
tention of denying the right of any to ali the honors which
can be heaped on them, we insist that no reriment sustained
more severe aardships, was more faithful to its recogmized
duty, to protect tie honor of North Carolina than the Six-
tieth. From its full ranks of 1,200 men, a bare handful,
searcely 75, remained to lay down their arms. The large ma-
Jority of the others had given their lives to their State.
Surely her eitizens, now enjoving peace and prosperity, will
not forget to honor the memories of those brave men,

With all aseription of praise and gratitude, as is their due,
we wiil pray, “Let them rest in peace.”

Tuomas W. Parronw.
Asneviiie, X C,
26 April, 1901,
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