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“The U.S. CHRISTIAN COMMISSION
sends this sheet as & messenger between the soldier
and bis home. Let it hasten to those who wait for
tidings.
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Mur freesborom, May 29, 1864

4

Dear Farents,

Again I take up my p=n to write you a few lines, since
I will send 10 dollars again, which you may use2 if you need
them, if not, kesp them in the house unti! you've recelived
40 dollarsy then lend them outb. I will send the cother &0
dullars in the next two letters which will fmilmw soon.  The
reason I won't send it all at once is that if one |etter
gets lost, all the money won't be | ost,

Writse £t et me know where Johannes Schmled and Georg
Senn are, and if any men from Ashford signed on with the 100
day soldiers. I"w wondering where the many soldiers are
coming from who zoom by here on the train. The cars are
sometimes full, with many others riding on top. Recently a
trap was set for them by the rebels (guerrillas) thirty
miles from here, but before the train got there, an old
horse stepped on the charge and was blown up. The tracks
were blasted several vods into the airv, and when the train
arrived in the middle of the night it ran off the track.

The Tischhausers asked me to write to them often, but
since I have encough room here to write them a few lines, I'd
like to tell them: I received your letter and was happy to
read it, and I'd like to hear more from you. I have no
news, so I know nothing to write. Christian would have
enjoyed being at our last target practice, although we
didn't hit the target. These guns make a lot of neise and I
was sent two miles out to keep the pecple out of the range
of the guns.

I greet you all,

Jakob Vetsch



Mur freesbovro, July 132, 13864

Dear Farents,

I take up my pen to write you a few lines. Last Monday

we recelived our pay, so2 I711 be sending you several 3 dollar
bills which I will send in szparate letters. I'm still
healthy, as are most of my buddies, since we have all the

blazckbervias we can eat. They’re bigger here than at home.
Mow I'd like to ask you to please write more next time, for
the reading of letters and newspapers is what helps the
soldier pass the time. Lately I've bzen receiving the
American Messenger, from where I do mob know. Flease don'’t
put your letters in the Apologist anymore, it's supposed to
be the law again. 8Send the letters separately.

I won’t be sending a picture yet, since the artist
can’t take them now because of the heat which has everyone
stuck in their sweat. Tell me in your next lebter where
Johannes Schmied is, I read in an English newspaper that the
Z2nd Wisconsin returned home, and found John Smith among the
names, but I don't know if it’s ouwr neighbor or not. If
he's home I'd like to make a friendly reguest that he might
write me a few lines. I'd also like to hear from Agatha and
her husband.

The 328th is supposed to have put up a good fight in the
last battle. Write and tell me what it looks like at home
with the fruit, it’s supposed to have rained in several
places in Wisconsin. A few lines from Johannes and Ulrich
woulcad make me happy, also a few words from Jakob Vetsch.

Greetings to all my friends who inguire about me.

Greetings to you all,

Jakob Vetsch



Ashford, July 1&th, .18€4

Dear Son,

We received your lstter from the Znd of this month
along with the picture intact on the 9th. The men on the
picture must have gotten the scent of the enemy, for they
appear to be trying bard to give him a fitting welcome. I
was very glad to hear that you are healthy and well once
again after you went through an attack. As far as the
weather iz concerned we've seen considerable improvement,
ezpecially since we've had some fruitfu! rains, the fruit
seems Lo have recuperated pretty well, those whao live near
the water wil! have a pretty good harvest, but those wha
have drier land like us will get little, although our
harvest should be better than we had thought. We wrote to
the Mupferschmieds $o inguire if we should zgain, with
following conditions, come to assist them with the harvest
a reply tast we shoidld o ome. IVLH

receive 12 Johannes 12 and Ulrich B Schillings per day,

Andrzn: Licher will go with usy, Yoo, Dur son-in—!law Weber
Fed in 3 camp hospits! after not guite two months of his

second tour =¥ dubty, and liss bSuried thers., For toumorrow we
were ivvited to attend & mencrial service for him in Empire,
BUE »° ronelved orgers Soday oot to gomey tha WeSars

recconzidered and now want to have Heisorich shigrped back from

the Bouth to be bardiad in Empire. We'll be notified? when

the Huie! "5 %Yo take placa,

L]



Last Monday Messerschmid’s Schlegel was buried, after he'd
been ill far 2 months., In conclusion we send you our
friendliest greetings, and commend you to Ged and His Mercy

and remain your |loving parents and siblings.

Your father,y, Caspar Vetsch

The one farthest in the back of the picture we recognized as
you. Johannes wants to know what your job is with the

cannons. I°11 also include the address af John Schmidt,



Mur freesboro, August 7, 1864

Dear Farents, .

I received your letter of July 28, however, the
Apcicgists haven’t arrived yet, newspapers taks longer. I'm
glad to fiear that you received my letters with the money,
I'm alsz happy that the fruit looks better than I had
anticipated,; my health 15 still exce!lent, we lia lika cats
under a warm stove here, except when the urge to rob hits
us, then we sreak by the posted guards inta the countryside
to steal corn and apples from the traitorous unicnizis, who
have sworn loyalty to the cause of the Union, but whc

support the rebels in every way. It would make me happy t=

be able to have a !oobk into Wisconsiv right howy especially

time I

of Foxlass, for I haven'™t forgotten the erjoyable

spent thers with my buddies 'ast year. As concernz the war,

et

dion't have anything new to veport. Eo far our army has
always been victorious, however it is looking darker inm the

N £l now, where the fraitors are trying to topple the

i

government. I hope they'!! get their jusit reward:. Pleaage
tel!l me 1n your newt letters how the Wassarschmieds in Faond
du Lac are doing, and how Agatha is getting along since her
husband died. I'd like o have a picture of her. I want to

close in hopes that this lebier finds you ag hzalthy as it

|eaves me. Grest all those for me who ask about qic.

Sivoe [ didatt Secing Haspar and Burthard any candy from
Fond du Lac for their pennies I wil! return their maney ir

thie iettear along wii™ =z zavaon



Mur fressboro, Nove 17, 1864

Near Farents,

I take up the pen to let you know that I am improving
from day to day. My illness was a feverish one, it robbed
the meat off my bones in less than two weeks and T could do
a good business with my bones vight now. 1 had hopad for a
letter from youy but in vainy the mail between me and you
appears to be a snailsmail. Yesterday we received pay for
two months as well as 40 daollars bounty pay. 1711 send some
to yioly, but not spaced as closely together as before,
because the postal service between here and Loulsville is
very unsafe right nowy, the rebels are swarming around |ike
bees.

I’m wondering what you think of the movements of
General Sherman, we can’t imagine what he has in mind. The
weather has changed here, we’re getting much rain, but it
isn’t cold.  You have shnow as I’ve heard, so I wouldn’t want
to trade places with you. What do you think of the
rebel lion? It’s our opinion that it will be gquelled within
& months, if not, we declare our government not worth a
cent, for it has the means to put down the rebellion — our
battle-ready troops are in the field...

I will close in hopes that this letter finds you
healthy. Greetings to you all, as well as to our neighbor

Senn.

Jakob Vetsch



Mur freeshora, Nov., 27, 1864

Dear FParents,

I received your letter of Nov. 15y as well as the one
af Nov. 19th with the money. Howevery I don't need the
money anymore, since I received my pay as I told you in my
last letter. I hope you received that letter since I
enclosed 10 dol lars. Sending money is very unsafe right
nowy because there is a rumor going around that Hood and his
army are marching toward this place. As a result we've been
reinforced with several regiments of infantry, but we have
hardly enaugﬁ gunners to man the many cannons. I'm pleased
that youw're considering heading for Minnescota, because maybe
Il be lucky enough someday to see that state mysel f.
Howevery I advise you not to go too far north, we have a
Vregiment of Indian hunters hervey, namely the Bth Minnesota,
and orne of them said that he would much rather be in the
South than in his own state chasing Indians.

I want to close in hopes that this letter finds you
heal thy. Say "Hello' to all my frisnds in Ashford, as well
as Agatha 1f you have the opportunity.

I greet you all,

J. V.



Mur fressboro, Dec. 30, 1864

Dear Parents, e

I received your letter of Dec. 9th. You said in it

that you had sent me one earvlier, that one I did not receive

and the cause of that is praobably oid man Hood. The sel f
same also insulted us for a while by destroying our
bread!line. It’s been restored, though, and we now receive
our hardtack again, after we had to make do with gquarter
rations of Welsh cornmeal for 15 days. Anyone with money
didn’t need to suffer hunger pangs, however. Hood sent in
Forest with his forces to find owt our strength. He came
along with his staff one forenoon and placed himsel f in
front of our eyes about a mile from here and watched us
through his field glasses. His fortifications didn’t |ast
longy bthoughy the apples which we sent his way wera2n’t to
his liking. Soon after, he sent his ocutposts toward the
forty but these were beaten back by our cavalry. Then he
sent his cavalry against ours, we 1n turn sent over several
pills which had their desived effeczt. he mnext day our
infantry marched out and attacked Forest’s forces, stormed
their battlements and took twos of their cannons.  You will
have read of the other battles in Tennessee in the

Ap-:-l-:-gist, I'd like to read it, too.



As far as the money is concernomr:; gow can wuse 1t bo buy

land, but be careful what you buyy 1, for onz, don’t want
any land in Wisconsin, because it7s alveady cold enough

herae. Sevaral times alveady I've almost frozen $to deabth on
the watch. We don’t have any snow yatb,

The people are gebting btived of war just at a time when
they should be huwrying to the aid of the government in
ordaer to give the ever-weakening vebsllion the final blow.
Granted, it's no small thing to leave one’'s beloved home 1n
order bo expose onesel f to the dangsrs of war, for al though
he's not always in the midst of battle, the soldier is
nevertheless always in danger of losing his life, namely to
the illnesses which are endemic to the sunny Southk. I got
my illness from constant exposure to damprness, for cur old
tent leaked like a sieve. We built a house with our own
money, which only amounted to 35 cents each, though, plus
our labor, so you can just imagine how big it 15y, we five
are the owners unti! we get ouwr marching orders.

We?ll soon get paid again, if the paymaster doesn’t get
killed on his way here. Write to et me know how much wheat
you received, if youw didn’t get enough for a year, you
should buy a store for the winter as soon as 1 send money,
for one never knows how much it will cost during the winter.
When you nexst write I would like o hear about Fasper Biker
as well as Andreas, also how the Tischhausers in Fondul ac
are doing.

Say "Hellao’ to severyone who asks about me.

Grestings from your son,

Jakaob



Dear Farenits,

I veceived your |eb

tery of Jam. 10th, as wel! as the
Apaologists. I was happy to hear that the soldiers from
Ashford have returned, because the 1ife of an infantry
soldier 18 very hard. I don’t know of any news to tell you,
ewcept that the trains are trvansporting troops to Nashvil e,
reportaedly to reinforce Sherman at Savannah. It seems as
though the war is really going strong along the coast
because the ensmy is finding too many Yankses in the

tter that

lig
cf

Cumberiand Army. You mentioned in your |ast |
youlll soon be leaving Wisconsin, and I would like youw to
send me the address of the new place 1n the last letter you
plan to send from Ashford., I'd like to remind Agatha of the
picture she promised to send. If I weren’t so lazy I would
write to her. I’d like to know if Agatha is planning to go
with you. The 8th Battery will probably stay here until
naxt springy because ouw officers appear as dumb as oxen
whern it comes time for inspection and they really aren’t
able to make any decisions. If the draft hits Johannes,
tell him to sit on a horse.

Say *Hello® to John Schmidt for me and tell him that
I'd like a picture of him. I greet you all.

Jakob Vetsch



[a
m
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Muy fressboro, March 21, 1

Desr Farent

T

5.

Yesterday I raceived the third !etfer yuu’ve sont to me
~*2. The first one 1 answersd, the zecond one [

didn’t because [ was hoping the first on: wouwld be forwarded

bz vou, Lazt week I bad a letter fraom John Schridby he

2

wants to trava! to Nebraska in s:w wesks. As far as your

|and des!ings are concernedy, I don’t know what to tell you

in

nor how o help you, for we havan't received any ¢

'zEt six months. I stil! have a little money but if we go
without pay for ancther balf year 1 will need it.
Sincere greetings to you all,

Jakob VYetsch



Mur freesboro, May 5, 1865

Dear Farentsy

I received’yuur tetter of April! Zdth. I was happy to
hear that youw’re all well, my health is pretty good, but
time goes by very slowly for us soldiers now that the war is
almost aver. We were greatly saddened by the news of the
assassination of the Fresident, only two days earlier the
great cannons declared the surrender of General Lee and his
army. At first we didn’t want to believe the news of
Abraham’s death, but the thunder of a cannon at dawn and the
flag flying at hal fmast soon convinced wus of the gruesome
truth.

Yesterday I received a letter from Johannes Endery he
is well but doesn’t like the life of a soldier nearly as
well as the life of a farmer. He’s hoping that we soldiers
wil! soon be able to return home. I think the outlook is
pretty good for him. Our general tells us that we’l! soon
have to leave this place, we don't know where we’re going
next, many think it will be homey others think it might be
Texas. Time will tell. I want to close for now.

With sincere greetings,

Jakob Vetsch



I received your |ettay of May 15th, ang would have

answerec it long ago if [ hadr’t been $oo sict Einze I'm
almost back on my fest now, I will $ry o w it 3 T2u lines

to you. The news of Johannes’ illvess makez the time seem
gquite long to me befors I hear from you again to find ou
Yow hels doing. I hope that I'!| szor bs receiving another
tetter from you. Whan I'm back in good health I will also
angwer the letters from Johannes Schmidt and Johannes and
Christian Enders. You can write Agatha that I'm ab:= to
crawl around again whan this letter arrives. Enders'sons
are praobably back home by now, I read in a newspaper that
all the one-year saoldiers were about to be mustered ouf,
There’s no danger of that happening to us yet, though, for
cur battery has the titie Veteran's Battery. You can see by
that that you needn’t =xpect to see me any time soon. 1t
could be the case though that we might be home either in the
fall or next spring. I only wish that the saymaster would
make an appearance, The government owes me ten months' pay
come July 1st. I want to claose for now.

Sincere grestings to you all,

Jakcoh Vetsch

Greet the Enders for me and all thase who inquire about me.

P



Mur fr eesbora, June 12, 1865

Dear Farents,

I received your letter from the 3rd and was glad to
hear that Johannes has recuperated from his il lrness. Today
I retuwned to my battery from the field hospital. I'm not
strong yet, but believe I can handle my assighned duties.
We?l ]l soon have better times since the blackbervries will
zoon be ripe. It’s uncommonly warm and dry here. If we
don't leave have later this yegar I will be coming home on
leave in the winter after we get paid, for I would love to
feast on potatoes once again.

I don't know any news so I will close.

Yours sincerely,

Jakob Vetsch



Camp Washburn, &ugust 10, 1BES

Dear Farents,

I take up the pen to write you a few lines as promilsed
in my last letter. You might wonder what we are doing here
in Milwaukee., I7d like to say nothing but to argue and
fight with owe captain, for he doesn’t want to release us
from service although he received orders |ong ago to
discharge us. Several in the battery are so furious with
iim that they will kill him as soon as he shows himsel T in
the streset. For that reason I can't tell you what’s going
to become of us. We have better food here than in the state
af Tennesses, because we only need half of the bread rations
we recelve, the other half we trade for potatoes. As for
mey, I have to ftell youw that I'm not completely well, but I
hope to be able to crawl around until we’re discharged.

Il close in hopes that you? 'l soon send me a reply.

Greetings to you, J. V.

Address your letters to Camp Washburn, Milwaukee, Wis,



