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v Murfye~sboro, May 29, 1854

Again I take up My pen to write you a faw lines, since

send 10 dol lars again, which you May use if you need

th,,,IYI, if not, ke,,:cpt hem 1i1 thl? hou.5e unti i ~/Ol..l'V·.2 r ecei ved

40 dc.1121.1-5, then I end them out.

t-eason I won't send it ,311 at once- is that if one l et t er

(::Jets I o:::-;ty 21.1 I + he mon,~y ItJonYI:; be I o·":;t,,

Write to let me know where Johannes Schmie-d and Georg

Senn are, and if any men from Ashford signed on with the 100

day sol d i erss, I'm wondering where the many soldiers are

coming from who zoom by here on the train. The cars are

sorfleti fI"I"::-,:; full, w i th many ot here r id i ng on top. F.:ecentlya

miles from here, but before the train got there, an old

horse stepped on the charge and was blown up. The tracks

were blasted several rods into the air, and whe-n the- train

arrived in the middle of the night it ran off the track.

The Tischhausers asked me to write to them often, but

since I have enough room here to write them a few lines, I'd

I ike t o tel 1 th ern: I received yoUY letter and was happy to

read it, and I'd like to hear more from you. I have no

news, so I know nothing to write. Christian would have

enjoyed being at our last target practice~ although we

didn't hit the target. These guns make a lot of noise and I

was sent two mi 1-=-=.·_-ou t t - I.. - -p t'· I t f tl~ ., '-' r'.t"t" ,flepeop e OLI c. ·flerange
o f the guns.

Jakob Vet sc h



I take up my pen to wrIte you a few lines. Last MoncJcAY

we rece i ved our pay, 50 1'1 I be 5('~nding you severa,1 5 dol Ia'(

bit Is whi,:h I wi II st~nd i"1 S;;?pai'ateIettel's. I'm stil

hea Ithy, a5 are ruo sst 0 f r"lY bud d i >::.. S , :';'3inc €_. '.,J I~' hav I~' a II the

blackber~ies we can eat. They're bigger here than at home.

Now I'd like to ask you to please write more next time, for

the reading of letters and newspapers is what helps the

I ii l l t 'so (ler pass ';~e Ime. Lately I've been receiving the

put your letters in the Apologist anymore, it's supposed to

be the law again. Send the letters separately.

I won't be sending a picture yet, since the artist

can't take them now because of the heat which has everyone

stuck In their sweat. Tel I rne ].n you r n e>~t It.otter wheI' t?

Johannes So:hmied is, I read in an English newspaper that the

2nd Wisconsin returned home, and found John Smith among the

names, but I don't know if it's our neighbor or not. If

he's home I'd Iike to make a friendly request that he might

write me a few lines. I'd also like to hear from Agatha and

her husband.

The 38th is supposed to have put up a good fight in the

Iast batt Ie. Write and tel I me '.,Jhatit I,=,,=,ksIike- at h':Jrf.e

II
I

with the fruit, it's supposed to have rained in several

places in Wisconsin. A few lines from Johannes and Ulrich

would make me happy, also a few words from Jakob Vetsch.

Greetings to al my frit.onds who inquire about me.

Greetings to you al I,

Jakob Vetsch



Ashford, July lSth, _181:A

Dear Son,

We received your letter fyom the 2nd of this month

a!o~g with the picture intact on the 9th. The men on the

piCtUf0 must have gotten the scent of the enemy, for they

app~2r to be trying hard to give him a fitting welcome. I

was /ery glad to hear that you are healthy and wei i once

again after yo~ went thy~ugh an attack. As far as the

weather is concerned ~e've seen considerable improvement,

especially s inc e we've had some fruitful rains, tho? fruit

seems to h3ve recuperated pretty wei I, those who live near

have drier land like us ~il I get I ittle, although our

harvest should be bett~f than we had thought.

th~ Kupfefsc~mieds ~0 inquire if we should again, wit~

_ ~_, J
.:".1 _ I' I ;

'(:!':tiiCo 1 -,- ;

Andr ; ,; i_::'ch.;-'( wi I I ;0 '..,Ii th _,,5, toe. Our S0t1 ~n-'3w Weber

4:e~ in a camp hospit~1 aft~r not quite two mc~t~s of his



been i I I for '3 mont hs , In conclusion we send you our

L

Last Monday Messerschmid's Schlegel was buried, after he'd

friendliest gre~tings, and commend you to Gcd 3nd His mercy

and remain your loving parents and siblings.

Your father, Caspar Vetsch

The one farthest in the back of the picture we recognized as

you. Johannes wants to know what your job is with the

cannons. 1'1 I also include the address of John Schmidt.



Murfreesboro, August 7, 1864

Dear F'artc-nts,

I received your ietter of July 28, however, the

Apologists haven't arrived yet, newspapers take longer. I'm

glad to hear that you received my letters with the money,

I'm also happy that the fruit looks better than I had

under a warm stOY~ here, except when the urge to rob hits

us, then 'l,.Jesn,::-.;;.k by the post ed quar ds il~to the count rysi de

to steal cor·, and apples from th"" traitorous uni,:·~;~=>t·5,who

have sworn loyalty to the cause of the Union, but who

5upport the- rebels in eve-ry way. It ~ou:d make me happy to

haven't forgotttc-n tr~ erjoyable time I

spent t~er2 ~ith my b~djies last yea~. As conce~n~ the war,

ai~ays been victoriou~, however it is locking darker in the

gov:,:·rnmt:·nt.

du Lac are doing, and how Agatha is getting along sin(~ hey

husband died. I'd li~e to have a picture of her.

that this :e~~er finds you as !....- _, J "-l""
I • ::::~ ~" J ~s it

C3.nd.f .; ,_,. - ..
I, '_''''

- .,.. - _'



I take up the pen to let you know that I am improving

My i Ll nes s was a feverish on':?,it robbed

.!~:'1e fflt<at(::0 f"f my bcne ss in I ':?ssthan two '..Jeeksand I ':au I d do

a good business with my bones right now. I had hoped for a

letter from you, but in vain, the mail between me and you

appears to be a snailsmail. Yesterday we received pay for

tw,:) months c~s w+2-11as 40 dollars bounty pay. I'll se rid sc'me

to you, but not spaced as closely together as before,

bt?,,:au"';€.<tl-1£- po~stal s+.:~rvicebetwe-en hel~t',:?IndL.ouisvi I I e is

very unsafe right now, the rebels are swarming around I ike

I'm wondering what you think of the movements of

General Sherman, we can't imagine what he has in mind. The

weather has changed here, we're getting much rain, but it

isn't cold. You have snow as I've heard, so I wouldn't want

to trade places with you. What do you think of the

rebellion? It's our op i n i ori that it wi I I be qu e lled withitl

b rflonths, if nQt, we dec I ar e our qov ernme-nt no t w'Jrth a

cent, for it has the means to put dQwn the rebel lion - our

battle-ready troops are in the field ...

I will c t ose in hOp€.4S that this letter finds you

healthy.

St?t1n.

Greetings to yQU al I, as wei I as to our neighbor



Murfreesboro, Nov. 27, 1864

Dear F'arents,

I received your letter of Nov. 15, as wei I as the one

of Nov. 1"::Ith wit h the money , However, I don't need the

money anymore, since I received my pay as I told you in my

last letter. I hope you received that letter since I

enc I osed 10 dol lars. Sending money is very unsafe right

now, because there is a rumor going around that Hood and his

army are marching toward this place. As a result we've been

reinforced with several regiments of infantry, but we have

hardly enough gunners to man the many cannons. I'm pleased

that you' 1~e consi der ing headi nCJ foy Minnesota, because rnaybe

I ' I I be I u,:ky en,:,ugh sorfleday to Set.4 tl-latstate ruy sse I '"1 .
~-k)I".' i:;' V I? r- r I advise you not tel go t oo far nor t h , we- hav e a

and one of them said that he would much rather be in the

South than in his own state chasing Indians.

I want to close in hopes that this letter finds you

Say "He lLo' to ,,:\1: my frit-nds in Assh f or d , a:.~ wei

as Agatha if you have the opportunity.

I greet ye,u a I I ,

.J. V.



Murfr~esb0ro, Dec. 30, 1864

I received your letter of Dec. 9th. You sc3"idin it

and the cause of that is probably o:d man Hood. The 5el f

same also insulted us for a while by destroying our

It's been restored, though, and we now receive

OUY hardtack again, after we had to make do with quarter

r at ion S 0 f vJ I::" Ish cor" nrfl e,,",I f .:< r 1.5 day s • Anyone with money

didn't need to suffer hunger pangs, however. Hood s.?nt in

Forest with his forces to ~tnd out our strength.

along with his staff one forenoon and placed himsel fin

front of our eyes about a mile from here and watched us

through his field glasses. His fortifications didn't last

long, though, the apples which we sent his way weren't to

his liking. Soon after, he sent his outposts toward the

fort, but these were beaten back by our cavalry. Then ht:,

sent his cavalry against OUYS, we in turn sent over several

pi I I s 'Hhid~ had t hei r d essi red e f f ec t , The next day our

infantry marched out and attacked Forest's forces, stormed

their battlements and took two of their cannons. You w i I I

have read of the other battles in Tennessee in the

Apologist, I'd I ike to re ad it, tc,o.



land, but be car~ful what you bu~'~ -r
I. ,_'

Several ti~es already I'v~ almost frozen to death on

the watch. l.J~?- don' t

TI"'IE' peop 1·<,:;, ar't~ (j(~'I:;ting tLr ed () r "J",'.',- j;"J.c,;'~ .2\t ':;;\ til'i'I~" wh en

they should be hurrying to the aid of the government in

01' der t 0:0 9iv +2' t h E~ ,,~V .",Al' ,,_ W Eo C:,ken i. n9 r-,~b(;.I I i. 0::0 nth e· fin c; I b low.

Gr ant ed , it's no '05fflallthing to leave ont"'~:; be lov ed hOfflf.:in

order to expose onesel f to the dangers of wary for although

he's not always in the midst of battle~ the soldier is

nevertheless always in danger of losi~g his life, namely to

t he i I I n.?sses which ·alreendemi c to the SUnt1\/Soutf",. I got

tent leaked like a sieve. We built a house with OLlr own

money, which only amounted to 35 cents each, though, plus

our labor, so you can just imagine how big it is, we five

are the owners until we get our marching orders.

We'l I soon get paid again, if the paymaster doesn't get

ki I I ed on his wc;\Yher ..? Write to let me know how much wheat

you received, if you didn't get enough for a year, you

should buy a store for the winter as soon as I send money,

for one never knows how muc h it wi II cost during th\:-w i n t er .

When you next write I would like to hear about Kasper Biker

as wei I as Andreas. also how the Tischhausers in Fondulac

0.1' £4 d o i nq,

Say 'Hello' to everyone who asks about me.

Greetings from your son,

·J<.:\kob



,<\ p ':' I 0(]i st s . I was happy to h~ar that the soldiers from

Ashford have returned, because the life of an infantry

soldier is very hard. I don't kno .....' of an).'t1t.<'",,';:; tc, t,~··11 you,

e xcep t that t he b v a ints ar e tt-anspol"ting troop:;; to Nasl'''lviIIe,

reportedly to reinforce Sherman at Savannah. It seems ,:::o.s

though the wal' i:::; r>:;:,c'.1 Iy going st'('c,ng,,1,101'19 the· coast

because the enemy is finding too many Yankees in the

You mentioned in your last letter that

you'l I soon b(;, 18'o3\/in\]Wi':;consin, .:::~nc:lI wCould I i ke you to

send me the address of the new place in the last letter you

plan to send from Ashford. I'd like to remind Agatha of the

picture she promised to send. If I weren't so lazy I would

wr ite to her. I'd like to know if Agatha is planning to go

with you. TI,'\t? 8th Battery wi I I prob ab I y stay here unti I

next spring, because our officers appear as dumb as oxen

when it comes time for inspection and they really aren't

able to make any decisions. If the draft hits Johannes,

tel I him to sit on a horse.

Say 'Hello' to John Schmidt for me and tel hi m t he t

I'd like a picture of him. I qr ee...t you al I.

.Jakob Vl?tsd'\



Yesterday I received the third ,~tt~( j0U'Ve s~rt to me

wants to trav~1 to Nebraska in ~:~ ~eeks. As far as your

land dealings are concerned, I don't know what to tel I you

I sti I! have d l itt I e f,Kltley but if l,oJe go

wi thc·ut pay ".x 2U1c,tht'-rba I f Y'-:dr I wi I I ne ed it.

Sincere greetings t o you al I,

Jakob V..:tsch



Murfreesboro, May 5, 1865

D.2'a,rPar ent s~

I received your letter of April 24th. I was happy to

h,:'-dl' that you're al I ~"'E'II,my heal th is p ret t y good, but

time goes by very slowly for us soldiers now that the war is

We were greatly saddened by the news of the

assassination of the President, only two days earlier the

great cannons declared the surrender of General LeE' and his

At first we didn't want to belie~e the news of

Ab I" a, h ,;:(m' ss d Ic-a i; h , but t h I;" thun d t,- )' 0 f D, ': ,:;l,n I'l 0 nat d a 'oN I', ,3, nd the

flag flying at hal fmast soon convinced us of the gruesome

truth.

Yesterday I recE'ived a letter from Johannes Ender, he

is well but doesn't l I ke the lifE' o f a sed diet- nearly as

wei as the I ife of a farmer. He's hoping that we soldiers

wi I soon be able to return home. I think the outlook is

pretty good for him. Our general t e lIs us t ne t we' I! soon

have to leave this place, we don't know where we're going

ne xt , rt'lanythink it wi I

Ti rne will tell.

be home, others think it might be

I want to close for now.

With sincere greetings,

Jakob Vetsch



~"",a."" Par ent ::'7

I received your lett?';'"~f Ma; 15th~ 3~~ ~ou:d ~~ve

answere~ it long ago if ! hadr't b~0~ too sic' fin:: e I' m

almost ~ac~ on my I ',.;1 i I t r / .L. _

. i_' lines

to yQ~. The news of Johannes' il iness make~ t~e tim~ seem

hOW he's dcing.

31sw~r the letter~ frore Joha~r~s Schroidt and Johannes and

crawl around again when this letter arri~e5. End~r5'50ns

are probably back home by now, read in a newspaper that

a! I the one-year soldiers were about to be mustered out.

T~e(e's no danger of that happen:ng to us yet, though, for

our battery has the title Veteran's Battery. You can see by

could be the case though that we might be home either in the

fal I ,:,rnext spring. I only wish that the paymaster would

make an appearance. The government owes me ten months' pay

com€' July 1st. I want to close for now.

Sincere greetings to you al I,

Jakob Ve t sch

Greet the Enders for me and al I those who inquire about me.



D,;:-ay Pal" ent s,

I rec@lv~d your letter fyom the 3rd and was g:ad to

h"",ar that Johannes has yeo:uper at "",d f r orn hi"; i I I n.2-::5'5. Today

I yeturned to my battery from the field hospital. I' m not

strong yet, but believe I can handle my assigned duties.

~..J,;:-' I I ssocn ~lave bettel' times sine.;} th;;:,· b! ac kberr i es w i II

It's uncommonly warm and dry here. If 1..Jf...

don't loave hBY@ later this year I wil be coming home on

leave in the winter after we get paid, for I would love to

feast on potatoes once again.

I don't know any news so I wi I I ': los e .

Yours sincerely.

Jakob V.:::t::.ch

\



Camp Washbu~n, August 10, 1865

I tak~ u~ the pen to write you a few lines as promised

in my la:3t l e t t er , You might wonder what we are doing here

i n 1'1i I ',oJ i::1. Uk e·e " I?d like to say nothing but to argue and

fight with our ~aptain, for he doesn't want to release us

from service although he received orders long ago to

Several in the battery are so furious with

hi rfl that the y wi I I k i I I h im ass 0 0 to ash €:' s h 0 wS ~, i mC,3,,":-If i to

For that reason I can't tel I you what's going

We have better food here than in the state

of Tennessee, because we o~ly need hal f of the bread rations

we receive, the other hal f we trade for potatoes. As for

me, I hav€.-to tel I you that: I'm nc,t .:,:.r,',ple'tt-Iy well, but I

hope to be able to crawl around until we're discharged.

1'1 I close in hopes that you'! I soon send me a reply.

Greetings to you, J. V.

Address your letters to Camp Washburn, Milwaukee, Wis.


