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once rode briskly over, and, arriving upon the hill near the ford, saw
our infantry retiring before the enemy. The general asked me if 1 could
not do something to relieve Colonel Beatty with my guns. Captain
Swallow had already opened with his battery. I ordered Lieutenant
Parsons to move a little forward and open with his guns; then rode
back to bring up Lieutenant Estep, with his Eighth Indiana Battery.
Meeting Captain Morton, with his brigade of Pioneers, he asked for
advice, and I told him to move briskly forward with his brigade, and
send his battery to the crest of the hill, near the batteries already en-
gaged. The Eighth Indiana Battery took position to the right of Lieu-
tenant Parsons.

Seeing that Lieutenant Osburn was in position (between Lieutenants
Parsons and Estep), I rode to Lieutenant Stevens (Twenty-sixth Pennsyl-
vania Battery), and directed him to change front, to fire to the left and
open fire ; and then to Captain Standart, and directed him to move to
the left with his pieces; and he took position covering the ford. I
found that Captain Bradley had anticipated my wishes, and had changed
front to fire to the left, and opened upon the enemy ; this battery was
near the railroad. Lieutenant Livingston’s (Third Wisconsin) battery
(which was across the river) opened upon the advancing enemy, and
continued to fire until he thought he could no longer maintain his posi-
tion, when he crossed over,one section at a time, and opened fire again.
The firing ceased about dark.

Duaring this terrible encounter of little more than an hour in duration,
forty-three pieces of artillery, belonging to the left wing, the Board
of Trade Battery of six guns, and the batteries of General Negley’s
division, about nine guns, making a total of about fifty-eight pieces,
opened fire upon the enemy. The enemy soon retired, our troops follow-
ing; three batteries of the left wing, besides those of General Davis,
crossed the river in pursuit.

During this engagement Lieutenant Parsons had one of his howitzers
dismounted by a shot from the enemy, but it was almost immediately
replaced by one captured from the enemy, and brought over by the
Nineteenth Illinois Regiment.

The following are the casualties, &c., in the several batteries :
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Designation of battery. | Commanding officer. g'g B B g
o = 2 13 Q| & é
3R |2 el |d|e|2E|52|3E
B 128192583 |5 |F
g a o2 |5 | =& 2 ] g
3 E{S({d|A|9|A |A
Batteries H and M, 4th | Lieut. C.C. Parsons.|...... 2|14} 6|20 G N (R 2,299
Artillery.
Battery B, 1st Ohio......... Captain Standart...|...... 3|13 21 e B 1,610
Battery F, 1st Ohio*.......; Captain Cockerill .. 11 2]12 24 sgsal s 21,080
7th Indiana Battery......., C:ptain Swallow.... 1] & Tloses] 1] €] & |esowcs]vavins 406
3d Wisconsin Duttery....| Lieutenant Living- |...... swen) 4 bosme]l Olsssslwsdeviralienes 358
ston.
26th Pennsylvania Battery.| Lieutenant Stevens.|...... 27 71
8th Indiana Battery ...... Lieutenant Estep...|...... .. 6 61156 41....
10th Indiana Battery....... Captain Cox........{...... 11 4 ....0 12 ...|...
6th Ohio Battery.......... Captain Bradley....|...... 2| 2| 1|16| 5
b e 216 69|16 (125 |13 | 4 1 4 (10,216

*This battery had a limber blown up on the 31st.
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Captain Cockerill and Lieutenant Buckmar were both wounded on

the 31st. The former commanded Battery F, First Ohio, and the iatter
belongs to the Seventh Indiana Battery.
_ Major Race, First Ohio Artillery, chief of artillery in the First Divis.
ion, and the several battery commanders, with their officers and wen,
all, with one exception, deserve most grateful mention for their coolness
and bravery throughout the battle.

Lieutenant Parsons, commanding Batteries H and M, Fourth Artil-
-ery, and his officers, Lieutenants Cushing and Huntington, deserve
great credit for their courage under the hottest of the enemy’s fire ;
they were probably under closer fire and more of it than any other bat.
teryin the left wing, and perhaps in the army. I am more than pleased
with the way they behaved, as well as the brave men that were under
them. Captain Bradley, Sixth Ohio Battery, deserves particular notice
for the manner in which he handled his battery. ’

The one exception above referred to is Lieut. Richacd Jervis, of the
Eighth Indiana, who is represented to have acted iu a very c(;wardly
manner, by retiring a section of the battery at a critical moment, with-
out orders or notifying his battery commander. ’

I am, major, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JOHN MENDENHALL,
Captain Fourth Artillery, Chief of Artillery.
Maj. LYNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-GQeneral.

No. 96.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood, U. 8. Army, commanding First
Division.

NASHVILLE, TENN., January 6, 1863.

SIR: On the morning of the 26th ultimo, the left wing of the Four-
teenth Army Corps broke up its encampment, in the vicinity of Nash-
ville, and moved toward the enemy. Reliable information assured us
that he was encamped in force at and in the vicinity of Murfreesbor-
ough ; but as his cavalry, supported occasionally by infantry, had ex-
tended its operations up to our outposts, and as we had been compelled
for some days previous to the movement on the 26th ultimo to fight for
the greater part of the forage consumed by the animals, it was supposed
we should meet with resistance as soon as our troops passed beyond the
line of our outposts. Nor was this expectation disappointed.

The order of march on the first day of the movement placed the Sec-
ond Division, General Palmer, in advance, followed by my own. Sev-
eral miles northward of La Vergne, a small hamlet nearly equidistant
between Nasghville and Murfreeshorough, parties of the enemy were
encountered by our advance guard, a cavalry force, and a running fi ght
at once commenced. The country occupied by these bodies of hostile
troops affords ground peculiarly favorable for a small force to retard the
advance of a larger one. Large cultivated fields occur at intervals on
either side of the turnpike road, but the country between the cultivated
tracts is densely wooded, and much of the woodland interspersed with
thick groves of cedar. The face of the country is undulating, presenting
a guccession of swells and subsidences. This brief descripti’on is appli-
cable to the whole country between Nashville and Murfreesborough,
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and the Twenty-sixth Ohio about four hours, were exhausted and very
neariy out of ammunition. I, therefore, relieved the Fifty-eighth Ind:i.
ana witl the Fortieth Indiana, from Colonel Wagner’s brigade, and the
Twenty-sixth Ohio was relieved by the Twenty-third Kentucky. There
was now not more than an hour of day left, and though the enemy was
continually maneuvering in our front, no formidable attack was made
upon us, except with artillery. The enemy having been three several
times repulsed from their attack on that position, seemed satisfied to
keep at a respectful distance, and the sun set upon us as masters of the
situation.

We had sustained ourselves and held the only position of the original
line of battle that was held throughout by any portion of the army. To
have lost this position would have been to lose everything, as our left
would then have been turned, and utter rout or capture inevitable.

To the * fearless spirits who hazarded and lost their lives on this con-
secrated spot” the country owes a deep debt of gratitude. No purer
patriot, more upright man, and devoted Christian than Colonel Mec-
Kee, of the Third Kentucky, ever offered up his life in defense of his
country.

To the members of my staff present with me on the fleld—Capt. Ed-
mund R. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. James R. Hume,
aide-de-camp, and Lieut. James R. Warner, inspector-general—I am
under the greatest obligations. They were constantly with me in the
thickest of the fight, ably and gallantly assisting me in every way pos-
sible. My escort was also faithful and efficient. With the exceptions
already alluded to, all of us were so fortunate as to get through un-
scathed.

The casualties in our brigade were as follows: The Third Kentucky
Regiment went into action with 13 officers and 300 men, and lost~—offi-
cers killed, 1; wounded, 9; enlisted men killed, 12; wounded, 77; miss-
ing, 34. The Fifty-eighth Indiana Regiment went into action with 19
officers and 386 enlisted men, and lost—officers killed, 1; wounded, 4;
enlisted men killed, 16 ; wounded, 91. The One hundredth Illinois went
into action with 27 officers and 394 enlisted men, and lost—officers killed,
1; wounded, 6; enlisted men Kkilled, 5; wounded, 33. The Twenty-
gixth Ohio went into action with 12 officers and 374 enlisted men, ard
lost—officers killed, 1; wounded,2; enlisted men killed, 9; wounded, 77.

RECAPITULATION.

The brigade went into action with 71 officers and 1,454 enlisted men
and lost—officers killed, 4; wounded, 21; enlisted men killed, 42;
wounded, 278 ; missing, 34. Total killed, wounded, and missing in bri-
gade, 379.

For more minute particulars of the parts performed by the different
regiments I transmit herewith their respective reports.

During the evening of the 31st I was notified that, in consequence of
the indisposition of General Wood and a wound received during the
day, he was relieved of the command of the division, and that the same
would devolve upon myself. I, therefore, turned over the command of
the brigade to Col. George P. Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, and
assumed the command of the division.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
MILO S. HASCALL,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Brigade.
Qapt. M. . BEsTOW,
Aoting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Left Wing.
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HEADQUARTERS First DIVISION, LEFT WING
O et Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 10, ’1863.
I'have the honor to submit the following report of th i ’
this division during the recent battles, ’ﬁ'terlthe cm;n?a(;l%erggg)x;:’g({
upzlé ?}]e’totl'l the]ev?luing of December 31, 1862 :
hat time the division was considerably scattere
ker’s brigade had been in action during they3lst on gﬂeagx(i(r)(l;;]ee Irilgrfaxz
and had not returned. Colonel Wagner’s was in position to the left 0%'
the railroad, where it had been in action during the day, and my bri-
gag(i) Waﬁsltl() the right of the railroad. ’ i .
out 11 p. m. of that day Colonel Harker return i is briga
and the division was once more together. At thise(tlixvggﬂll l;;sc(gx;lggczeg
order to send all the wagons of the division to the rear, and, shortl
after this was executed, [ received an order from General britténden t‘g
fall ba’ck, so that my right should rest on the position occupied b
Stokes’ battery, and my left on the right of General Palmer’s divisiony
g]elso Ego(;}g% Ll:ie nebwt!ine of the division about 500 yards to the rear of
I e day before. The line of the division
right angles with the railroad, with the center of the Igzsrneggngezrrllsi’ba—t
the First Brigade, Colonel Buell, on the right; the Third, Colonel Har-
ker, in the center, and the Second, Colonel Wagner, on the left
In this position we lay all the next day, January ! with nothi;lg more
to break the silence than picket firing and an occasional artillery duel
The division lost, however, several killed and wounded during the da; i
Each of my brigades was in line of battle, and I was occupying 8o muc)ﬁ
gi%[ilsigﬁgt hl:dkept thetmenb constantly on the alert. Most of the other
d one or tw i i
e o s ions an o brigades in reserve, and could, therefore, re-
‘We maintained this position during the night of the 1 i
8 o’clock in the morning of the 2d, the battegry occupyirslgZ %llllg ?ft:rgﬁ:
betv_veen brigades. ét this time the enemy opened upon us the most
terrific fire of shot and shell that we sustained during the entire engage-
ment. It appears that during the night before they had ma,sse(% a%d
masked several batteries in our front, so they opened on us from a line
of batteries one-quarter of a mile long, all at once. They had our ran
perfectl;r, 80 that their fire was terribly effective from the first 8¢
Estep’s battery, on the right of my line, being in an exposed .position
and receiving a very heavy fire, had to retire at once; not however’
till so many horses had been killed as to render it neces’sary ,for two oi
the pieces to be hauled to the rear by the infantry. Bradley’s batte
with Colonel Harker in the center, having a better position and lon l(;y,
range guns, opened a brisk fire on the enemy in return, and had evg 1'-
probability of maintaining their position until Stokes’ t’)a,ttery in thelg
rear, ungiertook_ to open on the enemy with grape, which took ’eﬁ'ect o
’]].%lrlzdif% 8 tmenhmstead of1 the enemy, and compelied Bradley to retil(')e:l
ntry, however, along my entire li . i :
fr(;r&tthe gnelglg’ifﬁre, all magintasfined theli;ns,o;ilggxfh suftering severely
er ahout half an hour this firing ceased, and i
gttl‘ i:otti‘:n hagg)ened ltl%ll_ abo&t 4 o’cloc%{ in the’afberlfl?)zlglz)%fglggcl?avymngi
e General Van Cleve’s division, which i '
Stone’s River to our left, was suddenly a,t,tacked b;zsh:atif?ofgige ao(}rgﬁg
gpe.m.y under Breckmndge,'and so fierce was the onslaught that the
f1v11310n wag compelled to give way almost immediately. General Jef-
erson C. Davis and General Negley were immediately ordered to thei
relief with their divisions, and, as soon as they had time to get o ‘t?)u.
attack was checked and the enemy began to retire S
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At this time I received an order from General Crittenden to cross
with my division, and immediately put the different brigades in motion.
While crossing at the ford, one or two pieces of the enemy’s artillery
were playing upon us, but as it was then dusk, their firing was not accu-
rate, and I think we sustained no loss in crossing. By the time we were
overit was quite dark, and the firing had nearly ceased. Negley’s divis-
ion was returning, and Davis’ had taken up a position a little in advance
of where Van Cleve’sdivision was attacked, his right resting on the bank
of theriver. I moved up and went into position on the left of Davis, my
left inclining somewhat to the rear, to prevent it from being turned.

General Davis and myself then fortified our fronts as well as we could
with the logs, stones, and rails at hand, and remained in this position
that night, the next day (January 3), and till about 12 o’clock that night,
without anything more than picket firing transpiring. I should remark
that it rained very hard all day of January 3, and during the night, so
that our men and officers suffered severely.

By this time the rains had so swollen the river that General Critten-
den became apprehensive that it would not be fordable by morning,
and we might be cut off from communication with the main body of our
army. He, therefore, ordered us back, and my division took up a posi-
tion in reserve, near General Rosecrans’ headquarters, arriving there
about 2 o’clock at night, completely drenched with mud and rain. They
had now been on duty four days and nights, some of the time with noth-
ing to eat, and all the time in the front, where they had to be constantly
on the alert. The next morning we heard that the enemy had retreated,
and the battle was over.

The conduct of the division throughout was admirable, and it can be
truthfully said concerning it that it held its original position and every
other position assigned to it during the whole four days, and this is
more than can be said of any other division in the entire Fourteenth
Army Corps.

I am under great obligations to my brigade commanders, Colonels
‘Wagner, Harker, and Buell. Colonel Wagner had his horse shot under
him on the 31st, and his clothes completely riddled with bullets. He,
nevertheless, stood by throughout, and ably and gallantly performed his
duty. The conduct of Colonel Harker was equally brave and efficient.
They have each commanded brigades for nearly a year now, and it seems
to me that common justice demands that they now receive the promotion
they have so gallantly earned. Colonel Buell came in command of the
First Brigade in consequence of my taking command of the division,
and, although comparatively inexperienced, he performed every duty
gallantly and well.

All the officers of the division, with a single exception, behaved gal-
lantly and well; therefore I need not discriminate. The exception was
Col. John W. Blake, of the Fortieth Indiana, and I consider it my duty
to draw the line of distinction broad and deep between those who do
well and those who prove recreant. He became so drunk as to be unfit
for duty before going into aetion on the 31st, and was sent to. the rear,
in arrest, by his immediate commander, Colonel Wagner. The next that
was heard of him he was in Nashville, claiming to be wounded and a
paroled prisoner. For this bad conduct I recommend that he be dis-
honorably discharged from the service.

For minute particulars, and for a complete report of the part per-
formed by the different brigades, I refer you to the reports of brigade
commanders, herewith inclosed.
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My staff officers, inciuding Captains Palmer and Bestow, of General
Wood’s staff, not heretofore mentioned by me, all performed their duty
gallantly, and ably assisted me in every way possible. :

I would also refer to my report as brigade commander, as that gives
more in detail and more truthfully than any other report the operations
of Colonel Wagner’s and my brigade on the 31st, they being both under
y personal observation and control after the heavy fighting commenced
that day.

The casualties in the division were as follows :

The First Brigade went into action with 71 officers and 1,454 enlisted
men, and lost—officers killed, 4; officers wounded, 21; enlisted men
killed, 42; enlisted men wounded, 278 ; enlisted men missing, 34.

The Second Brigade went into action with 86 officers and 1,389 enlisted
men, and lost—officers killed, 2; officers wounded, 18; enlisted men
killed, 54; enlisted men wounded, 269 ; enlisted men missing, 32.

The Third Brigade went into action with 97 officers and 1,790 enlisted
men, including the Sixth Ohio Battery, and lost—officers killed, 5;
officers wounded, 17; enlisted men killed, 104; enlisted men wounded,

312; enlisted men missing, 101. ’

RECAPITULATION.

The division went into action with 254 commissioned officers and
4,633 enlisted men, and lost—officers killed, 11; officers wounded, 56 ;
enlisted men killed, 200; enlisted men wounded, 859; enlisted 'men
missing, 167. Total killed, 211; wounded, 915; missing, 167. Total
killed, wounded, and missing in the division, 1,293,

All of which is respecttully submitted.

o MILO 8. HASCALL,
Brigadier-General of Vols., Comdy. First Division, Left Wing.
Maj. LYNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Left Wing.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST Di1visioN, LEFT Wing,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 11, 1863.

. Having just received the report of: the batteries attached to my divis-
ion,* I hasten to forward them to the general, in order that he may
allude to them in his report as their merits deserve. It will be seen by
their reports that they all did their duty nobly, with perhaps a, single
exception on the part of one of the officers attached to Estep’s battery.
I allude to Richard Jervis, second lieutenant of that battery, who be-
haved badly throughout the entire four days’ action. 1 recommend
tha’fi hetbe dishonorably discharged the service, on account of his bad
conduct.

I have already alluded to the distinguished services of these batteries
both in my brigade and division reports, and only desire further to add,
that, with the exception above alluded to, the conduct of both officers
and men was admirable. Particular credit is due to Major Race, in
command of the batteries, for the gallantry and good judgment (’li&
played by him throughout the entire four days. The conduct of Stokes'

- 8ee Nos. 98-101.
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battery, in firing upon Bradley’s battery on January 2, was such as,
in my judgment, demands immediate investigation, iu order that the
parties guilty of such gross carelessness may be properly punished.

I am, sir, most respectiully,
MILO §. HASCALL,
Brigadier-Qeneral of Vols., Comdg. First Division, Lef. Wing.

Major STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Left Wing.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, LEFT WING,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 17, 1863.

In the hurry of making out my official report as division commander,
I neglected to allude to the very valuable services rendered by Surg.
W. W. Blair, medical director of this division, during and since the
recent battles. His services were such as merit special commendation,
and I desire that this may be forwarded as a part of my report, in justice
to Dr. Blair. He reports to me that all the regimental surgeons were
efficient and rendered valuable service.
I am, sir, respectfully,
MILO S. HASCALL,
Brigadier-General of Vols., Oomdg. First Division, Left Wing.
Major STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Left Wing.

No. 98.

Report of Maj. Seymour Race, First Ohio Light Artillery, Ohief of Artil-
lery.

HpQRS. ARTILLERY FIRST DIVISION, LEFT WING,
January 7, 1863.

DEAR Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the official reports of
the commanding officers of the batteries of this division.

About 9 a. m. of December 31, 1862, Capt. Cullen Bradley, Sixth
Ohio Light Battery, by orders, moved his battery, with Harker’s bri-
gade, to the extreme right of our lines, where they engaged the enemy’s
artillery (two four-gun batteries, supposed) and infantry in a most se-
verely contested battle. Before superior numbers of the enemy, the
brigade and battery (after repulsing the first attack of the enemy) were
obliged to retire, but not without disputing every inch of ground, Cap-
tain Bradley being obliged to leave two of his guns on the tield. They
were soon after retaken by the Thirteenth Michigan, Colonel Shoemaker,
whose timely support forced the enemy to retire.

Captain Bradley’s battery was under my immediate observation, and
the conduct of Captain Bradley, his subordinate officers, and men was
such as to entitle them to great credit. The conduct of this battery on
January 2, under the fire of three batteries of the enemy, was gallant
in the extreme. The enemy’s batteries were nearly silenced, when Cap-
tain Stokes’ battery opened, 300 yards in rear of Bradley, with canister,
at a distance of at least 2,200 yards from the enemy’s guns. Captain
Bradley had 5 men and 5 horses wounded by their fire, and was obliged
to retire.

I respectfully ask an investigation into the conduct of Stokes’ battery
on this occasion. Oapt. J. B. Oox, Tenth Indiana Battery, and Lieut.
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George Estep, commanding Bighth Indiana Battery, were closely en-
gaged during the battle of December 31, on the left of our lines, svp-
ported by General Hascall’s and Colonel Wagner’s brigades. Captain
Cox was under the fire of three batteries of the enemy for seven hours
during the day, but succeeded in administering to them all in a manner
perfectly satisfactory to me,and to the great discomfiture of the enemy.

On January 2, when in position on the right, he repulsed, with can-
ister, a desperate charge of a brigade of the enemy’s infantry. Captain
Cox, his officers, and men behaved with great gallantry and bravery.
Lieutenant Estep’s battery, by a free use of case-shot and canister, on
December 31, succeeded in repulsing three successive charges of the
enemy’s infantry, and otherwise, during the three days’battle, did most
excellent service. Lieutenants Estep, Voris, and Winsor, and the non-
commissioned officers and men of this battery, with few exceptions, be-
haved with commendable coolness and bravery. Lieut. Richard Jervis
acted in a most cowardly manner. I will devote a special communica-
tion to his case.

For full particulars of the engagements and losses, I respectfully refer
you to the accompanying reports of battery commanders.

Respectfully submitted.

S. RACE,
Major, Chuef of Artillery, First Division, Left Wing.
Capt. E. R. KERSTETTER,
. Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 99.

Leports of Lieut. George Estep, Eighth Indiana Battery, including skir-
gishes at La Vergne and on the Murfreesborough pike, at Stewart’s Oreek
ridge.

IN THE FIELD, Degember 28, 1862.
GENERAL: While connected with your brigade -yesterday, on the
march from the camp of the previous night, I could at no time (on ac-
count of the disposition of the enemy to retire) get an opportunity to
fire more than two or three shots. I fired in all 42 rounds; that these
were damaging to the enemy or his guns I am unable to tell. In the
last position which I took, commanding the Stewart’s Creek Bridge, I
fired 8 rounds, and received about the same number in return; one of
the enemy’s shots took a spoke from the wheel of one of my gun-car-
riages. 1 am happy to say no other damages were done. The officers
of my battery behaved with commendable coolness.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE ESTEP,
First Lieutenant, Commanding Eighth Indiana Battery.
Brigadier-General HASCALL,
Commanding Fifteenth Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH INDIANA BATTERY,
In the Field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 4, 1863,

I have the honor, respectfully, to submit the following official report
of the Kighth Indiana Light Battery, on December 31, 1862, and 1st and
2d days of January, 1863:

I put my battery in position on Wednesday morning about 9 o’clock,
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field. When near the hospital, about one-fourth of a mile in the rear
of my former position, I discovered the enemy’s skirmishers deployed
out and advancing. [ at once drove them back with canister. During
the day 1 silenced cach one of the batteries in my front and on my flank
several times. They had a cross-fire on us during the entire day. We
were at one time fizhting four batteries, but my men, not the least dis-
heartened, were ‘determined to hold their position at all hazards, which
one, I believe, was the only one held by any battery on the field. On
this day T had 1 man killed and 6 slightly wounded.

On January 1, I was removed to the right wing, and about 10 o’clock
Arove back a brigade of infantry, which was advancing.

On January 2, in the evening, our skirmishers were thrown forward
and drew the fire of a brigade in ambush. This we expected, and bad
prepared by cutting the fuses the proper length and getting the proper
elevation and range, and showered their ranks with shrapnel, every one
bursting precisely at the spot needed. They became badly disorganized
and fled in great disorder.

To Lieutenants Naylor, Cox, Cosner, and Clifford I return my warmest
thanks for their coolness, gallantry, and promptness in obeying com-
mands. Their actions deserve the highest commendation.

To my sergeants and corporals, and to the members of my battery
too much could not be said. They fought gallantly for seven hours, and
until they were completely exhausted from their excessive labor; but
it is enough to say that the whole battery, men and officers, did their
whole duty as soldiers, and maintained their original position on the
31st against three, and part of the time four, batteries, and the deter-
mined charges of the enemy’s troops. The battle-field in front is the
witness of their execution.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. B. COX,

Captain Tenth Indiana Battery.
Major RACE,

Chief of Artillery, First Division, Left Wing,
Army of the Cumberland.

No. 101.
Report of Oapt. Cullen Bradley, Sixzth Ohio Battery.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH OHIO BATTERY,
On Battle-field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.
Sme: I have the honor to submit the following official report of the
engagement of December 30 and 31, 1862, and January 1 and 2, 1863,

viz:

At 8 a. m., December 30, the battery was put in position on the left
bank of Stone’s River and near camp, and engaged a four-gun battery of
the enemy at_a range of 1,500 yards, who held a high, strong, and com-
manding position on the opposite bank of the river, and silenced the
enemy’s battery after an engagement of fifteen minutes, expending 72
rounds of shell and solid shot, sustaining no damage, except the loss of
one sponge-bucket, struck by an enemy’s shot.

At 8a.m.,December 31, the battery. in accordance to orders, proceeded
to the right of our lines. At10.30 a. m. engaged two four-gun batteries of
the enemy, supported by two brigades of infantry, at a range of 250
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yards. We received a galling fire from the infantr,
yar Iin y as well as the bat-
teries. We held our position twenty minutes, pouring a heavy and
destructive fire upon the infantry, at the same time engaging the bat-
teries with good effect, expending 150 rounds of case-shot and canister
and sustained a loss of 1 man wounded and 2 horses killed. '
Our left flank having been turned, I retired my battery and took a
position 500 yards in the rear. Again opened upon the enemy (with
case and canister), who were advancing in force. After an engagement
?f five minutes, and expending 12 rounds of ammunition, I was again
compelled to retire my battery and abandon two pieces of the battery
on{e of which T had spiked (since removed), and sustaining a loss of 1
md&J killed, 2 men wounded, and 1 man missing ; also 8 horses killed
and 3 wounded. About this time Colonel Shoemaker charged the en-
ggndy rvglcl(;)hv ;hp Tlé;lrteenth Mlc(:{nfga)n Regiment, driving them off the field
rin € guns, an i
IS R credgit. guns, or which Colonel Shoemaker should re-
About 8 a. m., January 1, I again chan iti i
; : ; : , ged position to the fi
and, in conjunction with several batteries, opegled upon theeerrlg?ntyhvlv}iet%
case-shot and shell at a range of 2,000 yards, driving them back, ex-
pegdmg 54 rounds of ammunition and sustaining no damage. ’
A anuary 2, while occupying a position on the front line, the enemy
3 ig}?nscslciideslgggeindgutx:su(su%%osed)é and opened fire upon my battery
i b and shell. About 8 a. m. I was su orted u
right by two six-gun batteries, which gave way earlypirx)l the acgi?)lxll ;Eg
i%t?red. I silenced the enemy’s guns and held the position, expending
l rounds of ammunition, and sustaining a loss of 5 men wounded, 5
1é)£§es killed, and 3 horses wounded. About this time Captain Stokes’
gro xxljc?a,g())osti)?'tter% g)é)ened upon my battery several rounds of canister
damage.p ion yards in rear, and from which I sustained much
At 2 p. m. the enemy advanced a hea i
X vy column upon our leff
?nd supported by two four-gun batteries. My battery IL?ook a str%rfgli)%ﬁz
ion and opened on the enemy at arange of 3,000 yards with good effect.
ex%)?;ﬁmgl% rounds of shell, and sustaining no damage '
) e pleasure in noticing the promptness and coolness displa;
g‘lrst Lieut. O. H. P. Ayres, Second Lieut. A. P. Baldwin, gndy%lilps{
ergt. G. W. Smetts for the manner in which they managed their re-
Z%)::tﬁ;;ehiigtl%n_s; Lieutenant Ajyres having been slightly wounded
o e being wounded, and Lieutenant Baldwin having his horsé
The following non-commissioned officers and pri
I 0 rivates istin-
gulshgd ‘t-hen.lselves, viz : Sergts. G. W. Howarl()l, H. Hii‘%?ntzlmﬁ dfll‘smg
(iasgs, 8. Miller, and J. Hersh; Corvls. N. Poole, H. A. Collier, and
cting Corpl. 8. O. Kimberk. Corpl. E. H. Neal is entitled to much
crgc‘ht for the promptness and carefulness he displayed in keeping the
caissons well screened, and for keeping the battery well supplied with
a,Br‘m.n'umtxon. Privates W. C. Stough, J. Robinett, D. H. Evans, J. G
Lg);;)g{x;},)and_&ragkﬁ Lfeslxe greatly distinguished themseives The,wk'lole:
: any, wi ut few exceptio isplaye¢ 105 e
compuny, with | pd 4y ptions, displayed great coolness, and are
Respectfully,
CULLEN BRADLEY
Captain, Commanding Si io Li tery
ML, B, ptain, Commanding Sixth Okio Light Ba 3
Comdg. Artillery, First Division, Fourteenth Army Corps.
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

Sir: By order of Col. George P. Buell, I herewith submit a report
of the part taken by the Third Regiment Kentucky Volunteers in the
action on Thursday, January 1.

By order of Colonel Buell, I moved my regiment, at 2 a. m., west of
the railroad, and formed on the right of the One hundredth Illinois, the
Fifty-eighth Indiana and Twenty-sixth Ohio in our rear. ‘We remained
here all day, ready at any time to meet an attack, but nothing of note
took place, with the exception of an occasional shell passing over the
regiment, which we shielded ourselves from by lying flat on the ground.

At 8 p. m. we moved to a skirt of woods about 500 yards to the front,
and relieved the Third Battalion of Pioneers, where we remained during
the night.

Friday, January 2, we remained in the position occupied the night
previous, and during part of the time were under a heavy fire from the
enemy’s batteries.

About 5 p. m. we marched, with the balance of the brigade, across the
river, where we formed in line in an open field. After standing under
arms for some time in a drenching rain, we withdrew to a skirt of woods
on the right of our position, where we bivouacked for the night.

Saturday, January 3, about 7 a.m., we marched to the front, and took
position in the second line in rear of the fortifications, where we remained
until about 1 p. m., when we moved forward and occupied the position
previously held by the Fifty-eighth Indiana, where we remained until
about 2 a. m.

Sunday, January 4, we recrossed the river about 2 a. m., and went
into camp on the west of the railroad. The day was mostly spent in
gathering up and burying the dead.

Respectfully, yours,
DANIEL R. COLLIER,

Major, Commanding.

Capt. J. G. ELWOOD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifteenth Brigade.

No. 107.

Reports of Capt. William H. Squires, Twenty-siwth Ohio Infantry, including
skirmishes at La Vergne and on the Murfreesborough pike, at Stewart's
Creek Bridge.

HDQRS. TWENTY-SIXTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
In Field, near La Vergne, December 28, 1862.

Srr: I have the honor to report the following as the part performed
by the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under my command, on
the 27th instant:

Between 11 and 12 o’clock I first received orders to form the regiment
in line of battle, and deploy my flanking companies as skirmishers. This
being executed, and the order to advance being given, my skirmishers
were ordered to enter La Vergne at a double-quick. On reaching the
edge of the town, the firing on them became very severe, and at this
point I received the order to advance my regiment at a double-quick
and clear the town. This was performed by the regiment to my entire
gatisfaction. Having passed the town, the regiment, owing to the dense
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woods and the difficulty of seeing our proper position, obliqued too far
to the left, and a part of it was thrown on the left of the railroad, and
encountered considerable opposition from a force of the enemy’s cav-
alry, which were finally driven forward. After dispersing this body of
cavalry, I received orders to move over to the turnpike, which I did,
and was there relieved by the One hundredth I[llinois Volunteers, which
I was then ordered to support. I then advanced on a line with the
Fifty-eighth Indiana to the present point, and, in obedience to or-
ders, was moving my regiment to the rear for the purpose of camp-
ing, when I received orders to change front and form on line with the
One hundredth Illinois, to cut off the retreat of the enemy’s cavalry,
which, at this time, were endeavoring to escape by cutting their way
through to the turnpike in advance of our forces. This force of the
enemy having escaped by passing to the left of the line, I was ordered
to camp my regiment. I regret to report the following loss of enlisted
men in my regiment, nearly all of which occurred during the execution
of the order to charge through the town, viz: Company A, 1 man
wounded ; Company B, 2 wounded ; Company C, 1 wounded; Company
D, 2 wounded; Company ¥, 1 killed and 2 wounded; Company H, 4
wounded; Company I, 3 wounded ; Company K, 2 wounded ; total, 17
wounded and 1 killed. In considering the circumstances under which
the regiment went into the engagement, to wit, with but 1 acting field
officer, 1 acting staff officer, 11 commissioned line officers, and 380 men,
under arms, and the fact of the men being heavily laden, their clothes
and contents of knapsacks being very wet, I have every reason to be
satisfied with their conduct. I would also report the fact that Captain
Ewing, of Company B, and in command of my skirmishers, not having
received the order to return to the regiment when relieved by the com-
panies of the One hundredth Illinois, remained in advance of the skir-
mishers of the One hundredth, and, with the men under his command
and the assistance of a few of the skirmishers of the Third Kentucky.
saved the bridge a half a mile to our front and on the main pike. Not
having received any report from the surgeons in charge of my wounded
I am unable to state the character of their wounds, though most of them
are reported to be severe. In numbers, however, I believe the list of
casualties to be perfectly correct.

My company officers deserve my most sincere thanks for their efforts
amd1 the success attained in keeping the men well in hand and perfectly
cool.

I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully,
W, H. SQUIRES,
Commanding Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Capt. EDMUND R. KERSTETTER.

Hpars. TWENTY-SIXTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
In Field, January 5, 1863.

Sik : I have the honor to report the following movements on the part
of the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry on January 1:

At an early hour in the morning I was ordered to fall back with my
regiment from the position in which I had been placed by Colonel Wag-
ner and join the Fifteenth Brigade. We were then drawn back and
formed a reserve near and at right angles to the railroad.

At night the regiment was thrown across the railroad and into a hol-
low, for the purpose of allowing the men to build fires.
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At 9 p. m. we were ordered forward to relieve the Pioneer Brigade,
and the regiment was formed in rear of the Fifty-eighth Indiana as a
support. This position was held all night. There were no casualties
in the regiment on this day.

On the morning of January 2, the regiment was ordered forward to
relieve the One hundredth Illinois and support the Eighth Indiana Bat-
tery, on our left flank, and the Board of Trade Battery, on the center and
right. Immediately after taking this position the batteries of the enemy
opened on our artillery, and severe fighting ensued.

During the day the enemy’s skirmishers, advancing under cover, an-
noyed our line, and were twice driven back by our own skirmishers.
Immediately after sundown the regiment, with the brigade, were thrown
across the creek, and, being held in reserve, were thrown back into the
woods and allowed fires.

The casualties of this day were 2 men killed and 8 wounded, most of
which were caused by the artillery of the enemy.

On the morning of January 3, the regiment was ordered to relieve
the Sixty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry and occupy the breastworks
built during the previous night. In this position the regiment remained
during the day and night, nothing of interest occurring and no casual-
ties taking place. ]

On the morning of January 4, the regiment recrossed the creek and
was placed in camp in the present position.

In conclusion, I will add that the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer In-
fantry entered into the engagement of December 31 with 374 guns, and
lost during the interval a total of 1 commissioned officer killed and 2
wounded, and 9 enlisted men killed and 72 wounded. Many others
were struck, and so slightly wounded as not to unfit them for duty, and
are, therefore, not mentioned in this report.

I cannot mention in particular any of my officers, as each one seemed
to vie with the other in deeds and examples of good conduct. The men,
with a very few exceptions, behaved nobly, though a few, I regret to
say, skulked to the rear.

I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully,
W. H. SQUIRES,
Captain, Commanding Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Captain ELwooOD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Brigade.

No. 108.

Report of Col. Qeorge D. Wagner, Fiftcenth Indiana Infantry, command
ing Second Brigade.

HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., FIRST D1v., LEFT WING,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
On the Field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following as to the position and
part taken by my brigade in the great battle of the last few days:

On the morning of the 31st ultimo my command was formed in order
of battle, the right resting on the Murfreesborough road, about 2 miles
trons the town, and the left resting to the left of the railroad; one
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section of Cox’s battery commanding the pike, the remainder of the
battery posted so as to command either side of the railroad.

While in this position I received an order to move forward. My
skirmishers immediately became engaged with the enemy, and the
enemy’s artillery shelling my lines. There was a fearful battle going
on at this time on our extreme right. I received orders to proceed no
farther, but, if attacked, to hold my position. General Hascall's and
Colonel Harker’s brigades were posted on my left, but were soon after
withdrawn ; this made it necessary to extend my lines to the left, so as
to prevent the enemy crossing Stone’s River at a ford which bad been
held by Colonel Harker, and that I was now ordered to hold at all
hazards by General Wood.

1 accordingly moved all my brigade to the left of the railroad, with
one section of Cox’s battery at the railroad; the other sections were
posted directly in front of the ford, on the crest of a hill, supported by
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, and in such position as to rake
the front both to the right and left. Directly in front of this position,
on the opposite side of the river, on an elevation defended by earth-
works, were posted two of the enemy’s batteries and a large force of
infantry, under command of General Breckinridge. This was mainly
the position of my command when the enemy made the first vigorous
assault in front, which, after a long and continued struggle, was re-
pulsed with great slaughter of the enemy, but to return in still greater
force.

Learning that General Hascall, on the right of the road, was hard
pressed, I sent the Ninety-seventh Ohio to re-enforce him, which did
good service as they took position on the flank, and were sheltered by
the nature of the ground from the fire of the enemy, and which pre-
vented the enemy from raking our lines from the woods on the right.
Colonel Lane maintained this position throughout the day. The enemy
at this time had gained the woods on this side of the river, and I
ordered the Fifteenth Indiana, supported by the Fifty-seventh Indiana,
to advance to meet them. Captain Cox’s battery, supported by the
Fortieth Indiana, opened on them with canister and soon drove them
back. At the same time they were repulsed in front by General Has-
call, but only to return, as before, in greater force, this time evidently
determined to carry my position, as a brigade was thrown on this side
of the river, under cover of the woods in my front, at only about 300
yards distant.

Cox’s battery had exhausted nearly all of their ammunition, and had
tried in vain to procure more, which made it necessary for me to rely
mainly on the infantry to dislodge the enemy from this position. I pre-
ferred making the attack myself rather than waiting an assault from
them. Iordered forward the Fifteenth Indiana, supported by the Fifty-
seventh Indiana, being all the troops I had in hand, the Fortieth Indiana
being hotly engaged on the right of the railroad, with the left resting
upon the river, so as to completely enfilade the enemy’s line.

At this time Colonel Hines and Lieutenant-Colonel Lennard, of the
Fifty-seventh Indiana, were severely wounded, and had to leave the
field. Trom this position I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, com-
manding Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, to charge the enemy at a double-
quick, and nobly did he and his men execute the order, killing, wound-
ing, and capturing nearly one entire regiment, and driving two others
in utter rout from the field ; and nobly was the movement seconded by
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, although they had lost all their
field officers; they poured volley after volley into the enemy, thereby
aiding greatly to the success of the movements. Captain Cox’s battery
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rumbling of artillery moving from our right to our left. Upon investi-
gation I was satisfied that the enemy was massing his forces on our left,
and forthwith informed you of the fact.

At 2 o’clock.on the morning of January 1, I informed General Rosa
crans of this movement of the enemy, when he immediately arranged
to relieve us from this position, which we had held since noon of the
preceding day.

Qur casualties during our absence from your brigade were: Wounded,
Isaac McDonald, private Company B ; Israel Garrett and J. C. Huff-
man, privates Company C; Austin Harvey and Evan Foulke, privates
Company D; Lewellyn Echelberry, sergeant Company E; George
Robinson, private Company G, and John Moore, private Company H.
Killed: A. M. Hasom, color sergeant; August Reinsch, private Com-
pany B, and John Rodecker, private Company G.

At 3 o’clock on the morning of the 1st, I reported my regiment to
you, and was assigned a place in the front line, about a half mile to the
rear of the position occupied by me at the beginning of the engage-
ment. We remained here during the day,with no other annoyance
than an occasional shot or shell from the enemy’s guns. At night we
bivouacked on the spot. )

On the morning of the 2d, our skirmishers were advanced 4 half mile
to the front, where they remained undisturbed uantil 2.45 p. m., when
the enemy attacked our forces across the river and our skirmishers were
driven back. We were here subjected to a cross-fire from the enemy’s
guns for more than an hour, wounding Charles H. Claspbell, corporal
Company K ; Purley Dickson, sergeant, and Benjamin Kinsey, private
Company D. ) o

At 5 p. m. we crossed Stone’s River and remained on its right bank
until the morning of the 4th without further event.

Our loss during the whole engagement was 3 killed, 15 wounded, and
6 missing. .

The officers and men in my command everywhere acquitted them-
selves nobly, and we never lost a position after once taking it.

T have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant
JOHN Q. LANE,
Colonel Ninety-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Col. G. D. WAGNER,
Commanding Twenty-first Brigade.

No. 112,

Report of Col. Oharles G. Harker, Siwty-fifth Ohio Infantry, commanding
Third Brigade.

HDQRS. THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, LEFT WING,
FoURTEENTH A. C., DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January —, 1863.

Sir: I bave the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the troops under my command from the 29th ultimo to the 4th
instant, inclusive: )

The Third Brigade, First Division, left wing, Fourteenth Army Corps,
Department of the Cumberland, formerly the Twentieth Brigade, Sixth
Division, consisting of the Fifty-first Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Col.
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A. D. Streight commanding; the Thirteenth Regiment Michigan Vol-
unteers, Col. M. Shoemaker commanding ; Seventy-third Regiment In-
diana Volunteers, Col. G. Hathaway commanding; Sixty-fourth Regi-
ment Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. Mecllvain commanding; Sixty-
fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Cassil commanding,
and the Sixth Ohio Independent Battery, commanded by Capt. Cullen
Bradley, left Stewart’s Creek about 10 a. m.on Monday, the 29th ultimo,
marching most of the time in line of battle, with the right ot the line a
little in the rear of the left of the Second Brigade, Colonel Wagner com-
manding.

Our skirmishers soon came upon the enemy’s cavalry, engaging them
briskly and driving them slowly before them. We proceeded in this
manner, cautiously feeling our way until our left arrived at the left
bank of Stone’s River, which was reached about 4 p. m.

Up to this time we had suffered no casualties from the enemy’s skir-
mishers. We took up a position near Stone’s River, about 400 yards to
the left of the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, the Second Brigade,
Colonel Wagner commanding, being on the right, and the First Bri-
gade, General Hascall commanding, being on the left, and somewhat to
the rear, owing to the conformation of the ground.

We remained in this position until about dark, when we received
orders to proceed to Murfreesborough. Stone’s River being fordable
in our front, we at once commenced crossing the stream. Throwing a
strong line of skirmishers over the stream, orders were given to the
Fifty-first Indiana, Thirteenth Michigan, and Seventy-third Indiana
Volunteers to cross simultaneously, form on the opposite bank, press
forward, and seize the commanding heights beyond, while the Sixty-
fourth and Sixty-fifth Ohio, with Bradley’s battery, were directed to
follow as rapidly as possible.

The skirmishers had barely left the bank of the river before they
were vigorously attacked by those of the enemy, concealed in a thicket
and behind a fence in our front. Our skirmishers, in no way daunted
by this fierce assault of the enemy, pressed gallantly forward, driving
the foe until they came upon the enemy in force. The skirmishers were
soon supported by the front line of the brigade. The enemy seemed to
have been entirely disconcerted by this bold movement of our troops,
and fell back in confusion. In this movement our loss was 2 men killed
and 3 wounded. This slight loss must be attributed tothe able manner
in which the officers of the brigade conducted their commands. A pris-
oner taken reported an entire division of the enemy on my front; move-
ments -along my entire front and flanks indicated that a strong force
was near me. I reported this to the general commanding the division,
at the same time stating that I could hold the position until re-enforced.

I soon received orders to recross the stream, which I did, occupying
nearly the same ground as before crossing. This movement was s0
quickly executed as not to excite the suspicion of the enemy.

Too much praise cannot be accorded to the brave officers and men of
this brigade for their bravery and skill in driving a concealed enemy
from a strong position after nightfall, and holding their ground in the
face of an enemy three times their numbers. Though little was accom-
plished by this feat, it nevertheless made manifest the indomitable cour-
age of the men under the most trying circumstances, and augured well
for the more severe work which awaited them.

On December 30, the Sixty-fourth Ohio, being on picket and outpost
duty, was somewhat annoyed by the enemy in the slight skirmishing in
the front, losing 1 man killed.
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About 8 a. m. the enemy’s battery, stationed on an eminence near
the right bank of Stone’s River, opened a severe fire of shot and shell
apon my camp. Bradley’s battery was ordered into position to engage
that of the enemy. After a severe engagement of fifteen minutes, Cap-
tain Bradley succeeded in silencing the enemy’s battery. My command
sustained no loss in this engagement. Aside from this, it was generally
quiet on my front during the day.

About 8 a. m., December 31, I received orders from General Wood,
commanding division, to cross the river with my command. The move-
ment was commenced, in obedience to General Wood’s order, but was
suspended for a few moments by an order emanating from Major-Gen-
eral Crittenden, commanding the left wing. While awaiting further
orders, Major-General Rosecrans passed my command, and gave me
direct instructions to proceed immediately to the support of the right
wing of our army, which was yielding to the overwhelming force of the
enemy at that point.

We had hardly commenced moving toward the right, when a Confed-
erate battery, located on the south bank of the river, opened upon us,
killing 1 man and wounding 2. Not stopping to reply to this battery,
we pressed steadily forward. On approaching the right, much confusion
was visible; troops marching in every direction; stragglers to be seen
in great numbers, and teamsters in great consternation endeavoring to
drive their teams they knew not whither. My progress was impeded
by the confusion, while the enemy was pouring shot and shell upon us
from at least three different directions, wounding several men in my
command. The brigade was, however, extricated from this perilous
position as soon as possible, and pressed on to a position on the extreme
right of our line, Colonel Fyffe’s brigade, of General Van Cleve’s divis-
ion, being immediately upon our left.

After reaching this last position, my brigade marched in two lines,
the Fifty-first Indiana on the right, the Sixty-fifth Ohio on the left, the
battery a little retired and opposite the interval between the Sixty-fifth
and Fifty-first, the Sixty-fourth Ohio on the right of the second line, the
Seventy-third Indiana on the left, with the Thirteenth Michigan in rear
of the caissons. We marched in this order about half a mile, when our
skirmishers came up with those of the enemy, and the fire became brisk
in front. About this time a battery from the enemy, situated in a corn-
field, and nearly opposite my right flank, opened upon my command with
canister. In order to get a commanding position for artillery, and at
the same time guard well my right flank, which I was fearful the enemy
would attempt to turn, I meved the command a little to the right.

‘While this movement was being executed, a staff officer from the com-
mand upon my left reported a strong force of the enemy in his front. I
replied that my right was in danger, and that a strong force and battery
was in front. No sooner had I taken a position on the crest of the hill
than a most vigorous engagement commenced. The position selected
for my brigade proved a most fortunate one. The enemy was com-
pletely baffled in his design to turn my right; not only were the bat-
teries in my front silenced and the enemy there repulsed, but a most
destructive fire from Bradley’s battery played upon the heavy columns
of the enemy then pressing the troops upon my left. This engagement
had continued about twenty minutes, when it was reported to me that
the troops on my left had given way, and that the enemy was already
in rear of my left flank, and about 200 yards from it, pouring a destruc-
tive cross-fire upon my troops.

At this time my command was in a most precarious situation, with a
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strong foe in front, which, though repulsed, could not be followed up for
want of support ; my right threatened, and my left already turned. It
therefore became necessary to change the disposition of my command
and fall back. The commander of the Sixty-fifth Ohio anticipated my
order, when he found his left turned, and fell back in good order. I
directed this regiment to make a stand behind a rail fence running ob-
liquely to the first line of battle.

During this movement this regiment was subjected to a most galling
fire from the enemy, but they stood up under it nobly and fought des-
perately. While this movement was being executed, the Seventy-third
Indiana was left in position on the second line, and the battery retired
to a position about 400 yards to the rear, when it again opened. The
Sixty-fourth Ohio was now ordered to change its front to the left and
charge the enemy. The direction was indicated to the commanding offi-
cer, but, unfortunately, he moved too far to the right. Though this regi-
ment handsomely repulsed the enemy in its front, it did the work of the
other regiments already in position, leaving the left of the Seventy-
third Indiana exposed, and permitting the enemy to,advance much far-
ther than could have been done had my design been carried out.

I do not, however, desire to censure the commanding officer of this
regiment, who acted most gallantly through the engagement, but at-
tribute it to a misunderstanding of the order. Bradley’s battery, hav-
ing taken its second position, opened again, with great effect, upon the
advancing enemy, but, being in an exposed position, it was again ordered
to withdraw, being badly crippled by loss of horses; two pieces were
abandoned, one of which was spiked.

The command was now ordered to fall back and form on a rocky emi-
nence covered with cedars, being a very strong position. The Thirteenth
Michigan, from their position, opened upon the enemy with telling effect,
and, having caused his ranks to waver, followed up the advantage with
a charge, supported by the Fifty-first Illinois Volunteers, who had now
come to ourrelief. They completely routed the enemy. The Thirteenth
Michigan retook two pieces of artillery, abandoned by our battery, and
captured 58 prisoners. For this act of gallantry Colonel Shoemaker
and his gallant regiment are deserving of much praise.

The enemy thus driven from our right did not again attempt to annoy
usin that quarter. How far the brave troops of this brigade contributed
toward repulsing the strong columns of the enemy designed to turn the
right flank of our army, and thus preventing most disastrous conse-
quences to our army, must be inferred by the position occupied by this
command and the part it took in the engagement.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon Colonel Shoemaker, com-
manding the Thirteenth Michigan Volunteers; Colonel Hathaway, com-
manding the Seventy-third Indiana Volunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Mec-
Ilvain, commanding the Sixty-fourth Ohio Volunteers; Lieutenant-
Colonel Cassil, who commanded the Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers until
injured by the falling of his horse, and Major Whitbeck, though wounded
in action, remained in command of the Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers after
Lieutenant-Colonel Cassil was injured, and Captain Bradley, command-
ing Sixth Ohio Battery, for their bravery and good conduct during this
engagement.

My thanks are also due to Col. A. D. Streight, commanding Fifty-
first Indiana Volunteers, for valuable information of the movements of
the enemy during this engagement. From the less exposed position of
his regiment it suffered less than any other regiment of my command.
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On the evening of the 31st, I received orders from the major-general
commanding to rejoin the First Division, which was done about 11 p. m.

On January 1, this division was moved a little to the right and rear.
My brigade occupied a central position in the division, on the front line
of battle, and a short distance to the left of the Murfreesborough pike.
We were hardly in position before the enemy drove in our skirmishers.
Bradley’s battery, in conjunction with several others in our front,
opened a most destructive fire of case-shot and shell, driving the enemy
from our front and sustaining no loss.

On January 2, Bradley’s battery being in position on a small eminence
on our front, supported on the right by the Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth
Ohio, behind a small clump of trees, and on the left by the Fifty-first
Indiana Volunteers, lying in a skirt of timber, while the Thirteenth Mich-
igan and Seventy-third Indiana were in reserve, three batteries of the
enemy opened upon us. They were promptly responded to by Captain
Bradley and other batteries on my right, when the most fearful artillery
engagement ensued which I had yet had the experience to witness. The
enemy, having our range quite perfectly, poured upon us a most de-
structive fire, causing the battery on our right to be abandoned; but
Captain Bradley continued his well-directed firing until the enemy’s
batteries were silenced.

While this engagement was going on, Captain Stokes’ battery, posted
in our rear, opened upon us, mistaking us for the enemy. It is due tc
Captain Stokes, however, to say that I believe this firing was commenced
without his orders, and was stopped by him as soon as it was possible
for him to do so, but not until we had sustained some injury.

During the engagement we had 1 man killed and 11 wounded.

On the evening of the same day, when the enemy attacked the left
flank of our army with great vigor, Bradley’s battery was again placed
in position, and did good service in silencing those of the enemy.

About dark on the evening of the 2d instant we were ordered to cross
Stone’s River. My brigade was placed in the front line, my right rest-
ing on the left of General Davis’ division. We were hardly in position
before the enemy opened upon us, killing 1 man of the Sixty-fourth Ohio.

During the night we constructed a musket breastwork of rails, and
remained on the front until about 9 a. m., January 3, when we were
relieved and ordered to the rear in reserve, where we remained until
about 3 p. m., when we were again ordered to the front to relieve Colo-
nel Wagner’s brigade, and occupied a position on the left of the First
Division.

‘We remained in this position until about 1 a. m., January 4, when we
received orders to recross Stone’s River. We crossed the stream and
took a position in rear of the main body of our force, and about 500
yards to the left of the railroad, where we remained until our troops
had occupied Murfreesborough.

The loss in killed, wounded, and missing during these six days’ en-
gagements was as follows :

The Fifty-first Indiana—officers wounded, 2 ; enlisted men killed, 7;
wounded, 32; missing, 9. Total, 50.

The Sixty-fourth Ohio—officers killed, 1; wounded, 3; enlisted men
killed, 23 ; wounded, 61; missing, 17. Total, 105.

The Thirteenth Michigan—officers wounded, 2; enlisted men killed,
17; wounded, 70. Total, 89.

The Seventy-third Indiana Volunteers—officers killed, 2; wounded,
3; enlisted men killed, 22; wounded, 48; missing, 36. Total, 111,
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The Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers—officers killed, 2; wounded, 8; en-
listed men killed, 33; wounded, 92 ; missing, 38. Total, 173.

The Sixth Obio Battery—officers wounded, 1; enlisted men killed, 2;
wounded, 7; missing, 1. Total, 11.

Total loss in killed, wounded, and missing, 539.

The following is a correct list of the killed and wounded officers of
my command :

Of the Fifty-first Indiana, Capt. Francis M. Constant, Company G,
and Second Lieut. Alfred Gude, wounded.

Of the Sixty-fourth Ohio, Capt. Joseph B. Sweet, killed; First Lieuts.
Warner Young, Joseph B. Ferguson, and Chauncey Woodruff' (vegi-
mental adjutant), wounded.

Of the Thirteenth Michigan, Capt. Clement C. Webb, Company E;
Second Lieut. John E. MclIvor, Company E, wounded.

Of the Seventy-third Indiana, Capts. Miles H. Tibbits, Company F,
and Peter Doyle, Company H, killed; Maj. William Krimbill, wounded ;
Second Lieuts. Emanuel Williamson, Company I, and John Butterfield,
Company K, wounded.

Of the Sixty-fifth Ohio, Capt. J. Christophel and Second Lieut. Dol-
sen Van Kirk, killed ; Lieut. Col. A. Cassil, Maj. H. N. Whitbeck, Capt.
R. M. Voorhees, Company F, First Lieut. A. A. Gardner, Second Lieut.
and Regimental Adjt. William H. Massey, Second Lieuts. Peter Markel,
Joel P. Brown, Frank Pealer, and Acting Lieut. R. 8. Rook, wounded.

Of the Sixth Ohio Battery, First Lieut. O. H. P. Ayres, wounded.

From the 29th to the 2d, inclusive, my brigade occupied some portion
of the front, and during each day some portion of the forces under my
command were engaged with the enemy, and sustained greater or less
losses. For the cheerful manner in which they stood up under these
fatigues and exposures they are entitled to commendation.

I cannot close this report without paying a tribute of respect to the
memory of the soldierly Sweet, the conscientious Christophel, and the
intelligent and noble-hearted Van Kirk, who fell while manfully encour-
aging their men in the trying hour of battle. The country will do jus-
tice to the memory of the brave soldiers who so gloriously fell on the
morning of December 31.

Great praise is due to Dr. J. M. Todd, Sixty-fifth Ohio, acting brigade
surgeon, for the care and professional skill extended to our wounded
after the battle.

‘Where all behaved so gallantly it would be unjust to particularize,
but I cannot refrain from mentioning in terms of special praise the
name of Capt. Cullen Bradley, of the Sixth Ohio Battery, attached to
my brigade. This gallant officer, ever at his post, was always ready to
engage the enemy whenever he opened upon our troops, and managed
his battery with so much judgment and skill as to silence those of the
enemy in every instance. Such valuable services and such meritorious
conduct, I believe, will not be overlooked. I therefore take great pleas-
ure in recommending Captain Bradley for some position commensurate
with his merit and ability in the artillery branch of the regular service.

Of both officers and men under my command I can speak in tones of
unqualified praise for their bravery and good conduct throughout the
engagement in front of Murfreesborough. I must also mention a cir-
cumstance worthy of notice which occurred on Friday, the 2d instant.
The enemy’s sharpshooters, taking advantage of the woods in our front
and to the right and left, had crept up sufficiently near our camp with
the evident intention of picking off our general and field officers. They
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annoyed us exceedingly, firing at every mounted officer or man who
appeared near the front. Desirous of dislodging this conegaled fqe, I
directed the skirmishers to advance and clear the woods if possible.
Captain Chambers, of the Fifty-first Indiana, had command of the
skirmishers, consisting of 40 men from his own company ; Company B,
Seventy-third Indiana Volunteers, Captain Gladwyn commanding;
Company D, Seventy-third Indiana, Lieutenant Grimes coxqmand}ug;
Company H, Sixty-fifth Ohio, Lieat. Joel P. Brown commanding; Com-
pany E, Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers, Lieutenant Hinman gommandlng;
Cowpany K, Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers, Lieutenant Mathias command-
ing, and Company E, Sixty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, Sergeant Holden
commanding. The little detachment numbered only 120 men. The
enemy’s force was much larger. Our skirmishers drove them until they
were checked by the enemy’s batteries.

Thus these brave men not only drove a concealed enemy from a strong
hiding place, but elicited valuable information concerning the position
of his masked batteries. This act of gallantry elicited the praise and
admiration of all who witnessed it. _ )

To my personal staff, Capt. S. L. Coulter, acting assistant adjutant.
general ; Lieut. A. B. Case, acting assistant inspector-general, and D.
L. Wright, aide-de-camp, I am indebted for valuable assistance through-
out this memorable battle. )

For details I would most respectfully refer you to the reports of regi-
mental commanders. )

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. G. HARKER,
Colonel Sixty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.

Brigadier-General HASCALL,

Comdg. First Division, Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 113.
Report of Col. Abel D. Streight, Fifty-first Indiana Infantry.

ON THE BATTLE-FIELD,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 4, 1863.

Sk : Ihave the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
oy my regiment in the battle near Murfreesborough, from the 29th
ultimo to the 2d instant, inclusive: )

At about 4 p. m. I arrived on the west bank of Stone’s River, about
one-half mile north of the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike, and 2
miles from Murfreesborough, where I was ordered to halt until further
orders. Here I remained until about dark, when I received orders to
cross the river, preparatory to moving upon Murfreesborough. Being
fully aware that the enemy occupied the opposite bank, aud as none of
our troops had at that time crossed the river, it became necessary to pro-
ceed somewhat cautiously, in order to avoid the danger of running into
an ambuscade ; consequently I deployed Companies A and F to act as
skirmishers, and ordered them to cross in advance and engage the
enemy briskly, and, if possible, to seize the heights on the east side of
the river.

No sooner had my skirmishers crossed than the enemy opened a
brisk fire from under cover of a strong fence but a few yards distant.
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My skirmishers were ordered forward at a double-quick, and charged
epon the enemy, who instantaneously fled from their hiding places. At
this moment it became evident, from the brisk firing of the enemy, that
large numbers of them were concealed in the standing corn on the hill
side; and fearing that my skirmishers would be overwhelmed, I ordered
the whole regiment forward at a double-quick, but before the regiment
had entirely crossed the river, Captain Russell informed me that the
enemy was advancing in line of battle just beyond the crest of a ridge,
about 400 yards to our front.

I at once determined to seize the crest before the enemy could get
there, if possible; consequently the whole line was ordered forward on
the run, and although the whole ridge seemed to issue forth a continu.
ous flame of fire, not a man faltered, but each seemed to strive to reach
the desired point in advance of his comrades. The boldness of the move-
ment, and the alacrity with which it was executed, together with the
brisk and well-directed fire of my men, struck terror to the enemy, who
fell back in great confusion at our approach. I was at this moment
ordered to advance no farther, but hold my position. I then ordered
my men to lie down, so as to conceal them as much as possible, and in
a few moments the enemy were plainly seen advancing upon our posi-
tion. They were allowed to advance to within 30 paces, when fire was
opened upon them with such effect that they hardly waited to reply,
but broke and fled again. Re-enforcements soon arrived on my right
and left.

We remained in our position without further molestation until about
10 o'clock at night, when I was notified that orders had been given to
retire to the opposite bank of the river. After waiting until the bal-
ance of the troops had recrossed, my regiment was marched by the rear
rank to the river, when it recrossed also. In the mean time my skir-
mishers were gradually withdrawn. The regiment was marched about
500 yards from the ford, where it bivouacked for the night.

Slight skirmishing was all that occurred of interest until the morning
of the 31st, when it became evident from the terrific roar of artillery
and musketry that the enemy was turning the extreme right of our
army. We were at once ordered to the right and rear at double-quick.
We had moved but a short distance, when we came within range of the
enemy’s artillery; and, although several were wounded when we had
no chance of striking a blow at the enemy, yet my men moved a distance
of over a mile as regularly as they could have moved had we been on
drill; and even when we came in contact with excited teams and team-
sters, every command was promptly obeyed without confusion. A fter
marching about 24 miles we reached the extreme right of the army.

We had hardly reached our position, when we were ordered forward
in line of battle across open cotton and corn fields. Companies A, B,
and F were deployed as skirmishers to cover my extreme right and front.
We had proceeded in this order but about one-half mile, when my skir-
mishers, approaching the crest of a ridge in front, running at an angle
of about fifteen degrees to the right, were fired upon by a large force of
the enemy concealed in the standing corn to my front and right. I at
once ordered the whole line forward at a double-quick. My skirmishers
came in sight of the enemy in a moment, when our well-directed fire soon
put them to flight. I was here again, by rapid movements, particularly
fortunate in getting the advantage of the enemy in my position. We
had a fair chance at them while they were retreating some 400 yards,
and large numbers of them were killed and wounded. Although the
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From the fact that our hospital was nearer the battle-field than any
other, we were during the fight necessarily crowded with hundreds of
the wounded from other divisions, making our duties very responsible
and laborious; and I cannot, in justice, submit this report without
making honorable mention of all the medical officers in your division.
They have shown themselves equal to their responsible duties, and
have been untiring in their efforts both day and night to alleviate the
sufferings of the wounded who have come under their notice ; and more
especially would I make honorable mention of Dr. J. B. Armstrong, act-
ing brigade surgeon of the First Brigade, and Dr. S. H. Kersey, acting
brigade surgeon of the Third Brigade, who were selected as operating
surgeons, and they have proved themselves abundantly competent to
the task, and have not allowed themselves one moment’s rest while the
suffering needed their attention.

Their devotion to their suffering fellow-soldiers should win for them
the esteem and unbounded confidence of all who know them.

Very respectfully,
M. G. SHERMAN,
Acting Medical Director, Second Division, Left Wing,
Department of the Cumberland.
Brig. Gen. J. M. PALMER,
Commanding Diviston.

No. 120.

Report of Capt. William BE. Standart, Battery B, First Ohto Light Arti.
lery.

JANUARY —; 1863,

On December 26, was ordered to march ; took up line of march toward
Murfreesborough ; in the afternoon moved to the front, and fired on the
enemy at and in the vicinity of La Vergne. One man wounded by pre-
mature discharge.

December 27, 28, and 29, no casualties.

December 30, was ordered to the right of the Twenty-second Brigade,
and in the afternoon fired at long range for one hour; 1 horse killed.

December 31, in the morning took same position; was soon ordered
to advance and move in connection with Brigadier-General Negley’s
division, which was on my right, the battery being on the right of the
Twenty-second Brigade. General Cruft’s brigade, General Negley’s
division, not moving to the front, and the artillery that was on my left
being moved off, changed our section from the right to the left of the
Twenty-second Brigade.

The fight at this time was general along our front and right and left
of our position near the fence. The enemy showing himself in great
numbers on the left, brought all the guns to bear on the cotton-field.
The division of General Negley at this time gave way; we received a
heavy fire from our right, held our position for a short time, and, the
ammunition being expended, were forced to retire, the enemy following
us close.

The caisson was ordered out and pieces followed. Had 86 rounds in
the boxes when went to the supply trains, filled up the limbers of the
pieces, and sent the caisson to the rear, it being all the ammunition that
I could get.

" Loss: Killed, 1; wounded (3 since died), 9; missing, 2; 15 horses
illed.
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In the afternoon of January 1, 1 was ordered up the pike by Geaeral
Rosecrans. Not having anything to do, was ordered torelieve Captain
Stokes’ (Chicago Board of Trade) battery. Lieutenant Baldwin took
the same position with three pieces, and Lieutenant Sturges, with three
pieces, as was occupied by Captain Stokes’ battery.

In the morning the enemy opened a heavy fire on the three pieces of
Lieutenant Baldwin, who was soon forced to retire. Lost 1 man killed
and 5 horses. Lieutenant Sturges, not replying to the enemy’s fire, re-
tained his position. In the afternoon was ordered to the left with three
pieces, and opened fire as the enemy was being successfully repulsed.
Remained on the field for the night.

On January 3, in the evening, Lieutenant Sturges opened fire on the
woods in his front, and the enemy’s pickets being driven back, was re-
lieved from picket duty. One thousand six hundred and ten rounds of
ammunition expended. The battery wagon, being among the wagon
trains, was broken down; the axles have been used to repair carriages,
and contents have been taken by different batteries. Lieutenants Bald-
win and Sturges, as well as every one in the battery, did their whole
duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. E. STANDART,
Captain Battery B, First Ohio Light Artillery.

Brigadier-General PALMER,
Commanding Second Division, Left Wing of the Army.

No. 121.
Report of Lieut. Norval Osburn, Battery F, First Ohio Light Artillery.

Hpqrs. BATTERY F, FIRsT OHIO LIGHT ARTILLERY,
January —, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by Battery I, First Regiment Ohio Volunteer Artillery, in the
march from Nashville, and the recent engagements near Murfreesbor-
ough, Tenn.:

Our battery numbered on the morning of December 26, 1862, 125 en
listed men and 3 commissioned officers, Capt. Daniel T. Cockerill com-
manding.

We left our camp, near Nashville, about 9 a. m. December 26, 1862,
receiving orders from you to march with the Nineteenth Brigade, com-
manded by Col. W. B. Hazen. Went into camp late in the evening
near La Vergne, having taken no part in any of the skirmishing during
the day.

December 27, received orders to move with the Nineteenth Brigade
on the Smyrna pike. We came upon the enemy’s cavalry at the cross-
ing of the railroad. Colonel Hazen ordered a section of our battery to
the front. Our cavalry made a brilliant charge, and drove the enemy
beyond the Stewart’s Creek Bridge, when the enemy rallied, under cover
of a wood, and formed. We threw a few well-directed shell into their
lines, which dispersed them, killing some 2 or 3, as we afterward ascer
tained. Bivouacked near the bridge for the night.

December 28 (Sunday), remained on the same ground during the day.

December 29, we moved with the Nineteenth Brigade to the Murfrees-
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borough and Nashrville turnpike, joined our division, and-encamped for
the night on the right of the turnpike, about 3 miles from Murfrees-
borough.

December 30, heavy cannonading and brisk skirmishing during the
day, but we, being held in reserve, did not take any part.

December 31, we were ordered forward with the N ineteenth Brigade
early in the morning to take a position near a burnt brick house on the
right of the turnpike, but before we gained the position designated we
discovered the right wing giving way so rapidly before the enemy that
it was deemed imprudent to advance farther. We received orders from
Colonel Hazen to fall back. We then took up position between the
railroad and turnpike. The enemy opened a destructive fire of shot
and shell from two batteries before we got into position. Captain Cock-
erill, deeming it prudent, ordered the caissons to the rear under cover,
but the drivers, misunderstanding the order, did not go where ordered,
excepting one. Five of them got entirely separated from the battery,
and could not be found until 12 m. We opened upon the enemy and
maintained our position, with the support of the gallant Nineteenth
Brigade, which suffered terribly from an enfilading fire of the enemy’s
artillery, until our ammunition was exhausted.

In the mean time we had 1 man killed and 6 wounded; we had 16
horses killed and disabled, Captain Cockerill having a horse shot under
him. One limber was blown up by a shell from the enemy’s artillery,
killing and disabling the team, so as to render it impossible for us to
bring the piece off the field, but was saved from falling into the ene-
my’s hands by the unflinching courage of our supporting infantry.
Two of our other pieces, upon examination, were found to be unfit for
service, the axles being badly shivered,

After finding our caissons, replenishing our limbers, and repairing
one of the disabled pieces, we discovered the enemy’s cavalry attacking
our train on the opposite side of the river, and we brought our guns to
bear upon them, fired a few rounds, when a field officer ordered us to
cease firing ; that we were firing upon our own men ; but we afterward
found that he was mistaken. We were then ordered by Captain Men-
denhall to take position in a corn-field to the left of the railroad, sup-
ported by the Nineteenth Brigade on our left, and the Tenth Brigade,
Colonel Grose commanding, on our right.

No sooner had we taken our position than the enemy opened upon us
with two batteries, one in front, the other on our left. Our fire for a
short time was directed at the enemy’s advancing columns of infantry
with marked effect, but our attention was soon drawn to the enemy’s
artillery, which was doing much damage. Our fire was now directed at
their batteries. We soon succeeded in silencing the battery on our left,
but the one in our front kept up a destructive fire.

Our ammunition again becoming exhausted, we drew off the field, with
the loss of 1 man killed. Our gallant and much esteemed captain was
severely wounded in the foot by a 12-pounder solid shot, and had to be
borne from the field, to the great mortification of his whole command.
Eight enlisted men wounded, also 8 horses killed and disabled. We
retired to the rear to replenish our ammunition chests and prepare some
refreshments, also to seek some rest, which was s0 much needed. The
command of the battery now devolved upon me.

January 1, we were held in reserve with the Nineteenth Brigade.

January 2, we took position early in the morning to the left of the
railroad, by order of Captain Mendenhall, supported by the Twenty-
first Brigads, Colonel Wagner commanding, the Seventh Indiana Bat-
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tery on our right. Our skirmishers advanced across the field in our
front, when, nearing the wood on the opposite side of ‘the field, about
1,000 yards distant, the enemy opened upon them with artillery, to
which we promptly replied, silencing the enemy’s guns in a very few
moments. We remained silent until 3 p. m., when the enemy made an
advance on our left on the opposite side of the river. We opened fire
ou a battery in our immediate front, which was operating against our
infantry, which was on the opposite side of the stream. We then re-.
ceived orders from Captain Mendenhall to change front, to fire to the
left on the advancing columns of infantry which were pressing our left
wing back. We here fired several shots, when we received orders from
one of General Rosecrans’ aides to take position in an open field to our
left, on the right of the Chicago battery. We here kapt up a continuous
fire until ordered to cease. We then bivouacked for the night upon the
field.

January 3, we were ordered to take the same position that we occu-
pied the morning of the 2d instant. We were ordered inside the forti-
fications in the evening, where we remained during the night.

Not expecting to be called upon at the beginning of the recent en-
gagements to make a report of the part taken by us, I am not prepared
to give it as minutely as I desire, but I sum up our casualties as follows :
Two enlisted men killed, 1 commissioned officer and 13 enlisted men
wounded, 2 enlisted men missing, 24 horses killed and disabled ; lost 2
sets wheel harness, 6 sets lead harness, 6 Sergeant’s saddles and bridles,
7 navy revolvers, and 12 paulins ; 2 gun-carriages disabled and 1 limber
blown up.

I cannot speak too highly of the non-commissioned officers and men
of the battery, who, with a very few exceptions, displayed great cool-
ness throughout the entire contest, being the first time they were ever
under fire of any consequence.

N. OSBURN,

Lieutenant, Comdy. Battery F, First Ohio Vol. Artillery.

Capt. W. E. STANDART,
Oliief of Artillery, Fourth Div., Army of the Cumberland.

No. 122.

Report of Lieut. Charles 0. Parsons, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, commanding
Batteries H and M.

CAMP NEAR STONE’S RIVER, TENN.,
January 5, 1863.

CAPTAIN: Agreeably to instructions of yesterday, I have the honor
to report the part taken by Batteries H and M, Fourth U. S. Artillery,
under my command, in the recent operations against the enemy at this

oint.
£ These batteries opened fire for the first time on the morning of De-
cember 29, from their position commanding Stewart’s Creek. After a
few rounds of shell, the enemy’s pickets were dislodged from their shel-
ter, in the opposite heights, when, upon receiving information from Gen-
eral Palmer that our own infantry had forded the creek, I returned to
the pike, crossed the bridge, and moved forward with our first line of
reserves. About 1 mile from the creek I observed indications that the
enemy had takes. position with his artillery, awaiting our approach.
With General Palmer’s permission, we opened fire with our rifles, and
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again dislodged him, after which the advance was continued. We fired
no more during the day, and at night moved into park, in rear of the
line of battle, 3 miles from Murfreesborougi.

On the morning of the 30th the enemy’s artillery opened upon Cox’s
battery, to our left and front. During a spirited cannonading one of
his shells struck in Battery H, killing 1 private, 1 horse, and wounding
1 sergeant. We moved at once into the position assigned us by Gen-
eral Palmer, and formed the batteries en échelon, supported on the left
by the Tenth, and on the right by the Twenty-second Brigade. I found
no occasion, however, to open fire until about 4 p. m., when, upon re-
ceiving information that an artillery demonstration from the left wing
to support our right, then hotly pressed, was necessary, we commenced
shelling the enemy’s rifle-pits beyond the brick house; at the same
time elevating the range of the rifled pieces, in order, if possible, to
awaken the enemy’s Latteries. The latter effort was successful; but
after exchanging a few shots, during which but 1 of my men was wounded,
the enemy’s fire was silenced. Satisfied that my position was an unfit
one for artillery at night, I retired from the cedars after dark and went
into park in the open field behind them.

On the morning of the 31st I thought it most in accordance with my
instructions from General Palmer to remain in the position where I
then was, in order to check the advance of the enemy, should he turn
our right. At about 8 a. m. our infantry came falling back from the
pine wood in this direction, when our batteries were swung around and
brought at once into action. The approach of the enemy was parallel,
instead of perpendicular, to our front, and when he had arrived within
about 300 yards we opened upon his first line and column of reserves
an enfilade fire of canister. The attempt to advance was continued for
a few moments; then an effort to change front was followed by a feeble
charge upon the batteries, when, upon being repulsed, the enemy fell
back beyond our view. He reappeared shortly afterward to our left;
but again, upon receiving our fire, fell back, and a portion of our in-
fantry. I then took positiou upon the slight elevation, nearer the pike,
in season to assist in checking the enemy’s advance upon General Rous-
seau’s position ; after which both batteries changed front and opened fire,
by order of General Palmer, upon the brick house, to co-operate with
Colonel Hazen’s brigade. So soon as I believed the enemy dislodged
from this position, our pieces were moved to the front and directed upon
hisinfantry,advancing into the cedar wood formerly held by the Twenty-
second Brigade. The enemy, meanwhile, directed one of his batteries
upon us, but I did not think it proper to reply, so long as our ammuni-
tion could be used with better effect upon his infantry. At about 12 m.,
just as I had nearly given out of ammunition, I received orders from
Captain Mendenhall to retire.

At about 4 o’clock I moved to the front, by order of General Palmer,
and from the elevation on either side of the railroad opened upon the
enemy’s infantry. His advance was effectually checked, and at sunset
I was ordered to retire and refit.

At daylight, January 1, we moved to a position on General Rous-
seau’s front, where I was ordered by General Rosecrans. Except for
the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, whom we dispersed at intervals
by firing spherical case, we were not actively engaged during the day,
and at night retired to a position near the pike, where our horses were
fed and watered.

During the night and on the next morning I was ordered by differ-
ent officers to resume my previous position. I was obliged to decline
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obeying these orders, owing to those I had received from Captain Men-
denhall, directing me to await his own. The position in which I was
placed by this conflict of orders was exceedingly painful, but I found
myself justified by subsequent events.

At about 4 p. m. of the 2d instant, after I had been placed in posi-
tion by Captain Mendenhall on an elevation near Negley’s division, two
of the enemy’s batteries opened upon us from the front, while a third
gave signal for his last attack upon ourleft. 1 advanced the four rifles,
holding my howitzers in reserve for the shortest range. The batteries
around me were silenced far too soon, for when my rifled ammunition
was exhausted I found that some scoundrel had led off'my caissons, and
I was left only with the howitzers to reply to the enemy’s concentrated
artillery fire. Fortunately, Captain Swallow’s battery came up beside
us, and the crest of the hill was held until our re-enforcements came up,
when, with the assistance of Captain Stokes’ battery, the enemy’s guns
were silenced.

We ceased firing, with our last shot exhausted. We have not again
been engaged or under fire. 1 have to remark, in this connection, that
if through the five consecutive days, during which we were thus more
or less severely engaged, we expended an unusual amount of ammuni-
tion, it must be recognized that we have been longer, and, in general,
more closely engaged than perhaps any other batteries of the army, and
that nearly all our ammunition has been expended at short range.

The following are our casualties, &ec.: Number of men killed, 2; num-
ber of men wounded, 14; number of men missing, 6; horses killed, 20;
pieces disabled, 1; rounds of ammaunition fired, 2,299.

In place of the piece disabled, the Nineteenth Illinois gave me one cap-
tured by them fr