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tantly did) and directed Captain Semple to act as chief of artillery. Cap-
taiL Semple sent four of his 12-pounders, under Lieutenant [E. J.] Fitz-
patrick, to General Breckinridge’s division. In the desperate conflict
which took place on the right that evening, this battery bore a conspic-
uwous part. Out of 45 men and officers, 20 were killed and wounded ;
among them Lieut. Joseph Pollard, who is represented as having fought
most bravely, and only yielded when his leg and arm were both broken;
14 horses were killed and wounded, and one piece of artillery was lost.
For details of the noble conduct of this battery in the fight, I refer you
to the report of Captain Semple, herewith sent.

About 11 o’clock that night the enemy made a reconnaissance in force
in front of my division; he was driven back by my skirmishers. Imme-
diately afterward I received orders to withdraw my pickets and resume
the position held by me on the morning of December 30, on the right of
the army, in rear of Breckinridge’s division. Here I remained, endur-
ing the incessant cold rain of that night and next day, until 11 p. m. of
the 3d, when I commenced retreating on Manchester.

After the battles of Wednesday, I collected a large number of guns
and sent them to General Bragg’s chief of ordnance. I also got several
artillery horses, with which I replaced most of the disabled horses in my
batteries; also a large quantity of artillery ammunition, harness, and
other articles necessary in batteries.

To the courage and patriotism of the officers and men, the good disci-
pline which existed among them, and the unexpected suddenness of the
attack, are alone due the success which attended my advance upon the
enemy’s right. With the exception of the wheel of my division, directed
by General Hardee, on the morning of the great battle, there was no
strategic movement attempted. It was one determined charge, some-
times checked, and even repulsed, by the enemy; sometimes delayed to
procure a fresh supply of ammunition, but ever renewed and successtul,
until Mc¢Cook’s Federal corps of 18,000 men, composing the right wing
of Rosecrans’ army, had been swept away, and two or three lines of his
successors had shared the same fate.

To Brigadier-Generals Johnson, Wood, and Polk, and Colonel Vaughan,
commanding Smith’s brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the country is
indebted for their great exertions on this occasion. Brigadier-General
Liddell led his brigade with a skill, courage, and devotion which, I believe,
saved my left lank from being turned by the euemy.

I found the following officers of my staff’ very efficient in this battle;
they were at their posts all the time, and discharged their difficult
duties with a courage, promptness, and intelligence not often equaled,
viz: Col. W. W, Kirkland, chief of staff; Maj.Calhoun Benham, assist:
antinspector-general; Capt. Irving A. Buck, assistant adjutant-general ;
Lieuts. J. W. Jetton and J. K. Dixon (the latter was wounded); Capt.
T. R. Hotchkiss (wounded); John M. Johnson, chief surgeon ; Surg. J. H.
Erskine, chief inspector. Dr. Johnson showed the same zeal, courage,
and energy in this battle which has distinguished him on every other
occasion, and made me feel that my division was very fortunate in having
secured his services.

In addition to the officers and men already mentioned in my report,
the following officers and men have been brought to my notice for dis-
tinguished services on the field. I hope it will be considered no dispar-
agement of the services of other brave men of my division, some of whom
laid down their lives or lost limbs on this field, if their gallant deeds
have been overlooked in this report.

In Wood’s brigade I must specially mention the following officers and
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men of the Sixteenth Alabama, viz: Col. W. B. Wood and Adjt. B. A.
Wilson (wounded) ; Captaiu[William | Hodges, Company F ; Licutenant
C.] Davis, Company B; Lieutenant [G. W. W.] Jones, Company G ;

ientenant [G.] Pride, Company A ; Lieutenant [C. F.} Carson, Company
C, who remained fighting after he was wounded ; Lieutenant [D. O]
Warren, Company F; Lieutenant [Thomas J.] Salter, Company D, who
was wounded, but returned to the field the moment his wound was
dressed; Sergt. Maj. Robert H. Cherry and Private Harvey G. Sargent,
of Company H; Privates William Boyce and James Peeden, of Company
C; Sergeant Bowen, Company H ; Sergt. H. W. Rutland, Company A;
Privates Peter White, Company I ; Robert Williams, Company B, and
H. D. Smith, Company A ; the latter, wounded in both legs, deserves
promotion. In the Forty-fiftth Mississippi: Lieutenant-Colonel [R.]
Charlton, Major [E. F.] Nunn, Adjt. Frank Foster, jr., Sergeants As-
berry, Doolittle, Morrison, Vaughan, Stewart, Lieut. G. W. Williams,
Sergeant-Major Kern, Corporals Mallett, Hackler, and Read, and Pri-
vate MceChadin.  Corporal Read volunteered to carry the colors after
the color-bearer had been shot down. He is well qualified as an officer,
and ought to be promoted. In the Thirty-third Alabama: Colonel
[Samuel] Adams, Captains [W. E.] Dodson and Thomas Seay (severely
wounded, in advance), Sergeant-Major Mizell (mortally wounded), Corpl.
Isaac R. Smith, Company C; Sergeant Stewart, Company H ; Privates
Byrd, Company 1; Toster, Company B, and Riley, Company D. Inthe
Third Confederate: Major [J. F.] Cameron. Wood’s Sharpshooters : Cap-
tain [A.T.] Hawkins.

Polk’s Brigade.—In Fifth Confederate : Col. J. A. Smith and Adjt. F.
T. Smith. In First Arkansas: Colonel [John W.| Colquitt, Lieut. Col.
Don McGregor, Adjt. S. N. Greenwood, Captain [William A.] Alex-
ander, Company B (wounded); Captain [W. H.] Scales, Company C
(wounded) ; Captain [O. F.] Parrish, Company D (wounded) ; Lieut.
John E. Letson (wounded); Corpls. Green M. MceKenzie, Company A
(killed) ; John S.T. Hemphill, Company B (wounded); Privates G. W.
Sallee, Company C; J. C. Bogy, Company D ; W. W. Chaney, Company
E; Hardee J. Bullion, Company I',and A. P.Green, (JOInpanS' G (killed)l;
James Beeson, Company H ; John H. Curd, Company I (killed); Ocean
C. Choat, Company K (killed). In Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkan-
sas: Oapt. Thomas H. Osborne, Companies B and H, Fifteenth Arkan-
sas; Lieut. John Dolan, Company A, Thirteenth Arkansas, ought to be
promoted ; Color-bearer Felix E. Lipe, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded) ;
First Sergt. J. M. Harkleroad, Company F, Iifteenth Arkansas; Pri-
vate William Sandford, Company E, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded),
ought to be promoted ; Lieut. William [H.] Pearce and Captain [W. H.]
Kinsey, Fifteenth Arkansas. In Fifth Tennessee: Col. B. J. Hill, well
worthy of promotion. Calvert’s Battery : Joseph Lemon, color-bearer,
deserves promotion.

Liddells Brigade—In Second Arkansas: Lieutenants [H. C.] Collier
and [B. L.| Clegg, I fear killed ; Lieutenant Colonel [Reuben F.] Harvey,
Captain LJ. K] Phillips, Company I, ought to be promoted ; Lieuten-
ants [C. S.] Emerson, Company A ; [M. D.] Brown, Company K, and
[R. E.] Smith, Company G. In Eighth Arkansas: Adjutant, [H. J.]
McCOurdy, a brave young sold er (killed) ; Licutenant [S. 'B.] Cole. Com-
pany I Lieut. Calvin East, Company H ; Lieut. T. H. Beard, Company
F (killed); Lieutenant [W. M.] Bass, Company I ; Captain [W. H:J
Lankford, Company A ; Lieutenant [B. A.] Terrett, Company K. In
Fifth Arkansas: Captain [A. B.] Washington, Company K ; Privates
John Atkinson, Company C; B. W. Maret, Company 1, and O. Mattix,
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Company F. This soldier was too badly wounded to carry his gun. He
asked to be allowed to carry the colors, and did so through the rest of
the day. Three color-bearers had been shot down previously. In Sixth
and Seventh Arkansas: Captain [J. W.] Martin, Lieutenant [J. A.]
Reeves, and Captain [S. C.] Brown, ever foremost in leading thcir men;
Captamb [J. G.] Fletcher, [W. E] Wilkerson, and [M M.| Duffie
(wounded) ; Sergeant- ‘VIaJor Iiddins, Sergeant Bratton, Company H ;
Private Hulse Company K ; the color-bearer, whose name has not been
furnished to me.

Johnsow’s Brigade—In Twenty-fifth Tennessee: Capt. A. Green,
Company G; Capt. G. H. Swope, Company H; First Lieut. D. S.
Walker, Company D. In Forty-fourth Tennessee: Maj. H. C. Ewin
and Capt. Samuel Stiles, Company A ; Adjt. R. G. Cross, Lieutenants
[F. M] Kelso, Company B; [J. W.] Dickins, Company C; [W. H.]
Gibbs, ( ,ompam F; A.P. Forester, Company K (wounded); Color-
Sergt. M. J. Turner and Corpl. L. S. Berry, Company I (wounded);
Corpl. John W. Gill, Company I (killed); Privates J. D. Stone, Com-
pany B; S. G. Heflin, Company C (killed); B. P. Hargroves, Company
B (Wounded) James D. Crenshaw, (Jompan) H (wounded), and J. M.
Sellers, (ompdny K. In Twenty- thlrd Tennessee: Capt. N. R. Allen,
(Jompanv I; Capt. W. H. Harder, Company G ; Privates Henry C.
Haynes, Companv E, and Stephen M. Foster, Company C. In Seven-
teenth Tennessee : Ath Janes [B.] F]t?patncl\

I wish to call particular attention to the gallant conduct of Sergt.
William N. Cameron, color-bearer of Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regiment.
In the last fight he d,d\ anced in fr(mt of his regiment so far that when
it fell back he was unable to follow, and was captured. He tore the
colors from the staff, concealed them upon his person, and made his
escape from Bowling xreen, bringing with him the ﬂa.g of the Twenty-
fifth Tennessee Regiment.

In conclusion, I would state that I carried into the fight 6,045 men,
out of which I ont 2,081 killed, wounded, and missing.

Very xehpectfulb, your obedient servant
P. R. CLEBURNE,
Major-General.
Maj. T. B. Rovy,
Chief of Staff, Hardee's Corps.

No. 254.

Report of Brig. Gen. Lucius E. Polk, C. S. Army, commanding First Bri-
gade.

HEADQUARTERS POLK’S BRIGADE,
January 13, 1863.

SIr : In obedience to circular of January 10, I submit the following
report of the operations of my brigade in the battle before Murfreesbor-
ough :

My brigade was arranged in the foilowing order from left to right:
Fifth Confederate, Iirst Arkansas [Infantry], Second and Fifth Ten-
nessee, and Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkansas Regiments.

On the evening of December 30, 1862, I received orders from the divis-
lon commauder to move my brigade from its position (tlie extreme right
of our line of battle) across Stone’s River to the left of General Cheat-
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ham’s division. This having been accomplished by 9 o’clock at night,
1 remained in line of battle until nearly 7 o’clock on the morning of the
31st. At that time I again received orders from division commander to
wheel my command to the right, keeping the right connected with Gen-
eral Cheatham’s left. General Cheatham’s division not moving at same
moment, I found if I attempted to keep with his line I should become
separated from the division, then advancing. General Wood, about this
time, having been ordered to my right by Lieutenant-General Hardee,
and General Cheatham having commenced to move up, I continued my
move, gaining ground slightly to the left. About 7.30 o’clock, and before
I had moved more than 700 yards, I received word from Colonel [B. J.]
Hill that my right had commenced to engage the enemy in a grove of
cedars near the old Franklin dirt road. I did not believe at first that
the enemy could be so near us, having understood that we were support-
ing General McCown. Riding to the place, I was received by a volley
from the enemy, resulting in the severe wounding of my orderly (Mike
Connell). In afew moments my entire line advanced across the Frank-
lin dirt road, entered this cedar brake, and engaged the enemy all along
the line. In a very short time, by the aid of Captain [J. H.] Calvert’s
battery, we succeeded in driving the enemy out of the cedars in great
confusion. Here Major Carlton, Captain Dixon, and Lieut. William H.
Pearce, Fifteenth Arkansas Regiment, were wounded while gallantly
leading their men.

Following them closely as we could, we encountered them again in a
woods pasture immediately in our front, in direction of Wilkinson Cross-
Roads pike. After a few moments fighting, we succeeded in breaking
their lines, and again they fell back in much confusion. I'rom this posi-
tion, after having reformed my line, I advanced in a line parallel to Wil-
kinson pike, General Wood on my right and General Johnson on my left
en échelon, with the exception of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment
(which was in advance) of his (Johnson’s) brigade. Advancing through
the pasture, the enemy were seen posted across an open field near one
of their hospitals and only a few hundred yards of the pike. My brigade
was obliged to move across this open field with the enemy’s artillery and
infantry playing upon them. This they did most gallantly, causing the
enemy to fall back across the pike under heavy undergrowth of cedars
Getting possession at this place of four or five ordnance wagons, which
were sent to the rear, I again moved on, but did not pmceed far when
the enemy’s batteries, posted across a corn-ﬁeld on the right of the pike,
commenced playing fearfully upon my ranks. Here Captain [Charles
P.] Moore, Second Tennessee, was killed, and many other officers of that
regiment. (See Colonel [W. D.] Robison’s report.*)

The battery was so placed, by moving straight forward my line woulkld
have been enfiladed. To prevent this, my brigade was wheeled to the
right. At this time, Captain Hotchkiss sending me word that he had
three batteries that required supporting, I left two of my smallest regi-
ments and moved the rest farther to the left, for the purpose of trying
to move the enemy’s batteries. The Fifth Confederate here first en-
gaged the infantry supporting these batteries, and in a few moments
(the First Arkansas arriving in position) their infantry gave way and
their batteries changed their position, with the exception of four guns
that fell into the hands of the Fifth Confederate and I'irst Arkansas,
and in eagerness of pursuit were passed over.

From this place I moved on with my brigade, the regiments left in

* Not found.
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The battery lost 3 men killed, 1 officer and 4 men wounded,

killed and wounded, and 4 sets of harness. We drove the Abolitionists

from three positions, and in turn were driven from a like number.
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[Lieutenant] Commanding Helena Battery.
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woods, from which position they had heavy batteries playing upon our
line. After a contest lasting about half an hour, we repulsed the front
line, driving it back upon the second, which also gave way upon our
approach, after a short struggle. Here I lost sight of Brigadier-General
Johnson’s left, and continued to move straight forward against the
enemy, with General McCown still on my left. Wo continued the pur-
suit, constantly skirmishing, until we reached a house, which was after-
ward found to be a hospital, where we re-engaged and drove back the
enemy’s second line of defense. My battery was here pushed forward
within 60 yards of the hospital, and fired upon the retreating foe, now
crossing the Wilkinson turnpike. My men continued the pursuit across
the turnpike, when they were halted to wait for ammunition, to obtain
which I dispatched Lieutenant [J. L.] Bostick, my aide-de-camp, to Gen-
eral McCown, who was near a house some 300 yards to the left of the
hospital, with his command. Meanwhile my own ammunition arrived
and supplied me.

In passing the hospital in advance, I was called upon by the Yankee
officers to protect them, as there were a great many prisoners and
wounded men in and around it and among the numerous tents in the
inclosure. I left one man in charge of it, and told him to proclaim it as
under my protection, and then passed on with my brigade. I refused
taking any prisoners, as I did not wish to be delayed in my forward
movement, or to lose the men necessary to guard them, but ordered
prisoners reporting to me to remain there or move to the rear and pro-
claim themselves as my prisoners. I do not know what became of them
afterward, though I think they were subsequently taken by General
Johnsow’s brigade. It was at this point, in rear of the hospital, that
the Federal General Sill was killed by the Second Arkansas Regiment
gnfa-ntry], while being engaged with the enemy at the hospital, Colonel

ovan ordering his men to fire at officers on horses near the building.
I forgot to mention that in the first engagement [Lieutenant-]Colonel
[Thomas B.] Tanner, Twenty-second Indiana Regiment, was left wounded
on the field and became a prisoner.

The brigade being now supplied with ammunition, after having crossed
the Wilkinson turnpike, was rapidly pushed forward through the woods
a quarter of a mile or more, and coming up with the enemy on the edge
of a field, which opened in view of a chureh, in some open woods on
Overall’s Creek, some 500 yards distant on our left, and engaged him,
driving him in confusion over the crest of a hill beyond. Finding my-
self alone at this point, with no support on my right or left, I halted my
command in the woods near the fence, and threw forward 2, line of skir-
mishers to reconnoiter and develop the enemy, not then visible from our
position. Lieuts. J. M. Dulin and [J. L.] Bostick, of my staff, who had
gone forward with the skirmishers, immediately returned and reported
the enemy in line of battle in the valley of Overall’s Creek, some 400 or
500 yards distant from the crest of the hill. I at once ordered forward
my hattery to the crest of the hill, and directed it to fire upon him, as I
was in good supporting distance with the brigade. This was done with
decided effect, resulting in turning the enemy back and drivin g him from
view behind the railroad embankment. The turnpike road at this time
was filled with trains of wagons moving in the direction of Nashville,
which the Texas cavalry charged, and I ordered the battery to fire upon
that part of the train to the right of the cavalry, which caused the train
to break in confusion and seek shelter behind the embankment of the
railroad. While this change of route by the enemy was taking place, I
continued firing as long as any of the train and enemy appeared in view,
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There were some instances of cowardice stated in the reports of the
g hich are herewith inclosed. .
wl&;leellzglvent our brave dead; we feel for our W(;.unde(ll] ‘){;%]5227021%(116

'tfelt thanks of those of us who have ,
nor them. "The heartfelt than by whi AN :

Xl?hlllg‘t through the storm of death are due to a kind 1r€»v1€]Sefl‘i;e:) Lt;;
whom s,ve pray for safety and success in all the coming countes
‘country’s cause.

Respectfully submitted. <. JOHN R. LIDDELL,

Brigadier-General.

ND .
cot XYijtv%eF w?zl;LG%zief’ of Staff, Cleburne’s Div., Hardeds Corps.

No. 257.
Reports of Col. Daniel C. Govan, Second Arkansas Infantry.

WARTRACE, TENN., January 10, 1863.

it : s following report of
: the honor herewith to make the
thgigiglgxi(elnh%gethé Second Arkansas Regiment in the late battles
before Murfreesborough : . 4 Arkansas Regiment
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d to severe cannonade, we encounber.ed the' enemy, w Xjft ) o postec
T)OIS(? d a fence and in the woods immediately in front. er 4 ki
iy t of half an hour, the enemy were driven fqu the}irrll)t Lilon
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&I?n?colzf)% f:;‘:;lzrgnlghg edge of a field. A gecond line of the enemy
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showed itself on the opposite side of the field, and advanced some 100
yards into the open field opposite my regiment, but were driven back
by one well-directed fire. T'he enemy having fled immediately in my
front, and finding him still making a stubborn resistance to my left, 1
moved my regiment by the left flank, and then forward on the enemy
in the neck of woods. A very closely contested fight here took place,
the enemy holding their position until the Second Arkansas Regiment
approached within 25 steps of their line, when it gave way in confusion
and fled across the field, exposed to a murderous fire from my regiment,
which told with effect, as their dead were thick on the ground. It was
at this point that the color-bearer was shot down by one of my men,
and the colors were lost in the confusion of the fight.

Uur brigade then moved forward, and was halted some 50 yards in the
open field from the edge of a cedar ridge, being unable to advance, as
General Johnsow’s brigade, which had moved forward on our right, had,
after halting, moved by the left flank, which placed a portion of his bri-
gade immediately in our front. At this point (General Liddell having
gone to reconnoiter and select a place for a battery) the commanders of
the different regiments reported to me that their supply of ammunition
was nearly exhausted. Iimmediately sent an officer (Lieutenant Dalin)
in search of the ammunition, and, while awaiting its arrival, General
Johnson’s brigade, immediately on my right and front, gave way and
fell back in confusion. 1 was at first at a loss what course to pursue.
Our success had been all that we wished, and we had not met with a
single repulse, but when I reflected, first, that the ammunition of the
brigade was nearly, if not quite, exhausted; that the brigade on our
right and front had given way ; that we had no support either on our
rearor left; that our position was an exposed one, being in an open field,
while the enemy were concealed under cover of the thick cedars on the
opposite ridge, I concluded the only alternative left was to order the bri.
gade toretreat, which I did—not, however, until the brigade on my right
had passed me some 100 yards or more. Be it said, to the credit of the
whole brigade, that all stood firm, and neither officers nor men showed
any disposition to retire until I gave the command to retreat. The bri-
gade retired some 300 yards, and was immediately halted and reformed.
The enemy showed no disposition to follow us.

My regiment, both oflicers and men, behaved with distinguished gal-
lantry, with the exception of a fow men, whose names I herewith for-
ward.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Harvey 1 here make my acknowledgments, and
bear willing testimony to his gallantry and bravery during the fight, ren-
dering me great service in the management of the regiment, and setting
an example of gallantry worthy of emulation. I deem any mention of
the services of any particular officer of the regiment almost invidious,
but cannot- refrain from calling the attention of the brigadier general
commanding this brigade to the particularly distinguished and gallant
conduet of Captain [J. K.] Phillips, commanding Company I'; of Lieu-
tenant [C. 8.] Emerson, commanding Company A ; Lieutenant [M. D.
Brown, commanding Company K, and Second Lieutenant [R. E.] Smith,
of Company G. They were foremost in the fight, and by word and ac-
tion encouraged their men to emulate their example.

It is rather a singular circumstance that the Second Arkansas Regi-
ment should again in this fight have engaged the Twenty-second In-
diana Regiment, capturing the lieutenant-colonel, the same regiment
which it encountered at Perryville, committing such slaughter in ite
ranks.
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On the succeeding days of the fight, little fighting, other than skir-
mishing, oceurred until our forces were withdrawn.

Respectfully, yours, 5 [ GOTAR

Colonel, Commanding Second Arkansas Regiment.

[Capt.] G. A. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutont-General.

WARTRACE, TENN., March 4, 1863.

) : In accordance with your request, and after making dili-
geﬁ’? ﬁf}lﬁfrls‘* of the men and officers of my 1-03‘1'1}1@111; in _relerpncg tolFlée
taking of the Yankee hospital near the Wilkinson pike, in the ‘(mle
battle of Murfreesborough, 1 beg leave to submit the following state-
1!16;\171:!](;2 fiuﬁtnfsu‘le my report, I was under the ilppression bhat'th.e right
of my regiment passed on the left of the hospital. I have since been
informed by Captain [E. (+.] Brasher (commanding the right compfmtxly)
and others that one-half of this company passed on the rlgh{;] of the
hospital, and a portion of it passed through the yard. O’ne of 1sﬂx}nen
was killed in the yard, within a few feet of the house, and ‘m{q 0 lers
wounded. Some dozen or more of my regnnenf were Wounde(' mlc Kse
proximity to the hospital. Private Elder, of Company D, kSeco‘n( I-
kansas Regiment, left by you to guard the hospital and prllgoperr::
stated as follows: That, in obedience to your orders, he andl r1;u'm 1(
Faidley, of the same company, took possession of t;l}e hos!)llta s v;i Hci
be understood was the residence of a Mr. Griscom. The yard was fillec
with Yankee tents and their wounded, together with about 250 prltsog/frs.
Prisoners were continually accumulating there, but were S(?nt; GO uri
freesborqugh by General Cheatham’s order. He did not :s(iaeh enel:aa
Johnson’s brigade until some time after he had been stat}on(, there as
guard. Your brigade had the%nlpafsﬁsed)G 1tl;obt}cl'e g‘ont, and there was no

i about the hospital after that time. )
ﬁg'}‘ll?:lg)o?yogf General Sill IWas brought to the hospital a,l)m;.t 11 a. 1\1/;1.
He was killed not far from the hospital, near the fence or axi;a. hy
regiment passed, still fighting, immediately over the grqu}ld TV ere 3
was killed. Private Guest, of Company D,‘got General Sill’s g IE(I)vest &tI:} !
gave them to the captain of his company (Captain Brashex('l).h ets li: 5
that General Sill then had his uniform on, which he would have taken,
but i s too large for him. )
bulg;;ﬁvgta: 1I:’zx-i(]le;%:, of Company D, the man detailed as guardt 1fo‘]tge
hospital, corroborates the statement of Private Elder, except ) :Im . e
says that he saw the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, Gelr)ler? ﬁf(t) uu-
son’s brigade, come up within 75 yards of the hospital about fiftee
minutes after your brigade passed on.

Very respectfully, D. O. GOVAN,

Colonel, Commanding Second Arkansas Regiment.
Brig. Gen. ST. JoHN R. LIDDELL.

[Indorsement.]

ing f: I it & ideration, and
BERAL: The foregoing facts 1 submit or your consi )
an?gg‘sonally mmilia,rg;vith most of them. Until it can be established
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that men from other brigades in our army fell at Griscom’s house, or

hospital, the credit of its capture and the killing of Major-General Sill,

U. 8. Army, should justly belong to the Second Arkansas Regiment.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL,
Brigadier-General,

Major-General [P. K.] CLEBURNE,

Tullahoma, Tenn.

No. 258.
Report of Lieut. Ool. Reubon . Harvey, Second Arkansas Infantry.

WARTRACE, TENN., March 25, 1863,

I'wish to call your attention to a portion of the report of Colonel Floyd
in regard to the capture of the Iederal hospital commonly known as the
Jenkins house. You discover from Colonel Floyd’s report that there was
a farm around the hospital, inclosed by fences, running as follows: On
the south side running from southeast to northwest, or nearly so; on the
north side running parallel with the above; a lane passing through the
farm on the west of the hospital, ranning north and south to the Wilkin-
son pike, the pike running parallel with the fence, and that there was a
skirt of woods south of the first-named fence south of the hospital, and
that Wwhen his (Colonel Floyd’s) regiment entered this skirt of woods we
were some distance to his left and rear, and that Colonel Keeble says
(Whose regiment was between his left and our right) about this time your
brigade passed still farther to the left, and that his line was being en-
filaded by the enemy, who seemed to be on a line with his regiment and
to his left, and that he ordered the “forward” as soon as that line gave
way. He also states that his regiment (the Seventeenth Tennessee) just
before leaving this skirt of woods made a right half-wheel; otherwise
would have passed on the west of the hospital; but [Lieutenant]-Colo-
nel Keeble states that when your brigade was last seen it wus moving
to the left, and also states that he passed up the lane and covered the
hospital with three of his companies. This position would have thrown
the Second Arkansas Regiment at least one-quarter of a mile west of the
lane at the time of entering the skirt of woods, which was about a quar-
ter of a mile wide, and after obliquing across this skirt of wood we would
have been at least half a mile west of the lane.

Now, sir, the facts known to me and the officers of the Second Arkansas
Regiment are as follows: First, that we drove a line of the enemy from
behind the fences at the south end of the lane referred to and through the
field to the hospital, distance about 250 yards, and beyond the Wilkinson
pike; that a part of the regiment passed up the lane to the hospital, firing
on the enemy retreating ; that we were fired upon from and about the hos-
pital; that we saw the enemy pass the hospital and cross the pike; that
we did, after halting for some time at a fence running west from the hos-
pital, move forward 300 yards beyond the hospital referred to, and then
halted for ammunition. So you see, according to Colonel Floyd’s report,
before leaving the wood he was west of the lane when he moved forward,
made a right half-wheel, and had to cross the fence south of the hospital;
then both fences, making the lane in order to pass on the east of the hos.
pital. Colonel Keeble being on his left, and we (according to his report)
marching still to the left, where could we have gone to % Then, you see,
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we had to march by the right flank about half a mile, then by the left
flank in line of battle, in order that the right of the brigade might cover
the mouth of the lane before entering the field, unless, however, the colo-
nel will deny we approached the hospital by this route, which no man
on earth need to deny. Did you, sir, make such a movement as that ?
No, sir; you pushed your brigade upon the enemy in a run, as straight
forward as the nature of the case would admit, without any perceptible
change of speed or direction until your ammunition became exhausted.
You know that if any change of direction had been made up to this time
it was to the right, as you know that General Hardee came to our lines
early in the morning, and ordered & general change of direction to the
right, which was made by your brigade so far as to lap one or more of the
regiments of General Johnson’s brigade. This, however, was corrected
before any general engagement took place. The brigade rested at the
pike about three-quarters of an hour, when General Johnson’s brigade
mwoved up and formed on our right. I do not say the Seventeenth Ten-
nessee Regiment had not arrived up to this time to the position referred
to in Colonel Floyd’s report.

With reference to the capture of the Federal hospital, I should dislike
for it to amount to a question of veracity ; but it seems strange to me that
the hospital had been surrendered by the violent waving of a white flag,
as Colonel Floyd states, a half hour before we arrived, and then our men
were falling right and left from a fire coming from and about the hos-
pital, and that we should drive & heavy column of the enemy through
and from the field and yard, which he had passed half an hour before,
and yet we were half an hour behind, aceording to Colonel Floyd’s re-
port. I would further add, that line repulsed from behind the fence,
south of the hospital, which was in a position to enfilade General John-
son’s brigade, was certainly much nearer the hospital than Colonel
Floyd, as Colonel Keeble was on his left, and between the Seventeenth
Tennessee and Second Arkansas Regiments. Colonel Keeble states that
we were going to his left, which would certainly throw Colonel Floyd
considerably to our right; also shows that we repulsed the enfilading
line; at the same time proves that we preceded him to the hospital, or
that he ran over and left a heavy column of the enemy at the fence, all
of whom were mad men, well armed and unhurt, or that he passed con-
giderably to the right of the hospital and left this line in his rear—which
he did not do, for in his report he states he ordered the ¢ forward?”
when his enfilading line gave way, and I know, and a just God at his

bar will prove to Colonel Floyd and his officers that we were not half-

an hour or fifteen minutes getting to that hospital from the time we
entered the skirt of wood. I further add, that after we halted some
time at the hospital, behind the fence running west trom the hospital,
General Liddell ordered his men out of the yard, where the Federals
were about 250 in number, into line, looking for a charge of the enemy’s
cavalry from our left, and, on entering the yard a short time after halt-
ing, three Confederate prisoners, who said they were captured the day
previous, reported to we.

I hope no honor due the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment will ever
be seized by the Second Arkansas Regiment. We have confidently
looked upon them as worthy and brave fellow-soldiers (which they de-
serve to be called) in the day of battle, and if they captured the Fed-
eral hospital referred to, or passed it half an hour before we did, that
everything that is glorious be inscribed upon their banner, for they are
insensible of danger and fearless of numbers, and noted for speed as
well as cool courage, to have advanced their colors and general guides,
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formed a correct line, and obtained a supply of ammuniti
enemy’s own wagons between the lines of %ﬂls ';)roud legion:uglllgg?slt}}l)‘?
port nearer than twenty minutes’ run; but Colonel Floyd would do well
to obtain more proof before asserting that no Confederate troops had
reached the hospital before his regiment, for there was a sufficient force
there when we approached it to have annihilated any three companies;
but if he did capture the hospital, may the future establish the fact 01"
prove otherwise, and satisfy him, as well as the just tribunal into whose
bands this may fall, that I am his friend and fellow-soldier.
) R. F. HARVEY,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Second Arkansas Regiment.
General LIDDELL.

[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS LIDDELL’S BRIGADE,

Respectfully forwarded. i Sy L

It is possible that there is a mistake as to the identity of th

hospital. The one taken by the Second Arkansas Regigxent WZSY (?;1111{23
the Griscom house. If; however, the Jenkins hospital and the Griscom
house are one and the same, and General Johnson claims its capture by
the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, then I do not understand why the
enemy was left still in possession of it, with a long line of battle stretch-
ing westward, with which my brigade had to contend, and finally drive
away with musketry and cannon shot. In this affair I certainly must
attach some credit to the evidences of my own senses, that, too, corrob-
orated by my ﬁel.d and regimental officers; but if these pr,ove ;ma,vaiL
ing, I have nothing more to say. Isee that General J[ohnson] refers
t.}le subject to the Secretary of War in his indorsement on Lieutenant-
(Jolon.el‘ Tloyd’s report. I shall be satisfied to let our claim rest with
the division commaunder, who, it is presumed, is familiar with all the
facts and ’persons 1nterestgd, and if it should be in the way of General
Jlohnson]’s glory, I am willing to let it go without further contention

however well agsured I am, nevertheless, of what is due my brigade. ’

ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL,
Brigadier-QGeneral.

No. 259.
Report of Lieut. Ool. Jokn B. Murray, Fifth Arkansas Infantry.

EsTiLL SprINGS, TENN.,
January T, 1863.

S1r: I have the honor to report that on the morning of December 31
{862, after having bivouacked the previous night on the right bank of
Stone’s River about 2 miles from the town of Murfreesborough, Tenn.
my command, with the other regiments of Liddell’s brigade, was move(i
forward, gradually changing direction to the right as we moved for-
ward. At about the hour of 7.30 a. m. we came in sight of the enemy
strongly posted with artillery and infantry in the edge of a piece o’f
woods about 200 yards in our front, who immediately opened a well-
directed and most deadly fire upoil our advancing line. My command
halted and immediately commenced returning the fire, and for about
twenty minutes the command remained in an open field, exposed to a
most deadly fire of artillery and infantry. At the end of this time the
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ineffective by being in our rear on level ground, killing and wounding
several of our men while firing over them. After crossing the fence
with my regiment and reaching the position occupied by the enemy’s
abandoned battery, it was observed that thatline of the enemy in front
of the Fifth and Second Arkansas Regiments had not given way, but
still occupied their position behind the fence. Our men were ordered to
face obliquely to the rear and deliver an enfilading fire that soon routed
them, when the pursuit was maintained by the whole brigade across the
wide scope of woods in front to the vicinity of a cottou-field and Yankee
hospital, where the enemy again made an attempt at a stand, bat were
rapidly driven back, the right of our regiment passing near the hospi-
tal, across the turnpike and into the woods beyond, where we were halted
to rest the men and get a fresh supply of ammunition, the liring still
being kept up by brigades on ourright.  We were soon ordered forward,
and encountered the enemy on the borders of an old field, across which
we drove them until, General Johnson’s brigade coming up to relieve
us, we were ordered to halt and reform our disordered lines. As soon
as onr line formed, we moved forward as a reserve to General Johnson,
and found the enemy in the edge of a cedar thicket, warmly contesting
the ground with him. Ourmen, gaining a ridge about 100 yards in rear
of General Johnson and in sight of the enemy, raised ashout and started
forward at double-quick, when the Yankees faced to the right-about and
disappeared in the thicket, General Jolnson’s brigade pursuing them
to the edge of this thicket, where they (Johnson’s brigade) had a strong
position, protected by rocks and the nature of the ground, while our line
had been halted in the rear in an exposed position behind the fence on
a ridge. Just at this time, though the firing did not seem heavy in our
front, and one of the enemy’s batteries had been abandoned and was
in our possession, General Johnson’s brigade gave way, the movement
commencing on their right, and, I think, occasioned by the retreat of
Tetor’s brigade, still farther to the right.  After General Johnson’s bri-
gade had passed our line, and it was found that we were entirely unsup-
ported on either flank, Colonel Govan gave the ovder to fall back (Colo-
nel Smith was wounded at this point and the command devolved upon
Licutenant-Colonel Cameron) to a stronger position across the open fields
and into the woods in rear, where we reformed our line and awaited the
advance of the enemy that was never made, and closed the fighting on
our part for the day.

As our subsequent movements on the succeeding days were only in-
tended to develop the enemy, and, if possible, draw him from his strongly
fortified position without resulting in any actual engagement, it is need-
less for me to make any report, though I may state that on the third day
we lost two of our men by fire from batteries in the same thicket from
which our troops had been repulsed, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Camn-
eron was dangerously wounded by a ball shot from a Yankee Lospital,
from which their flag was then fiying.

Throughout the entire action our men exhibited the most enthusiastic
courage, never {linching from any charge, no matter how desperate, well
sustaining that reputation they had won at such cost on other fields.
Of the action of the Sixth Arkansas Regiment I need only refer to their
long list* of killed and wounded to show how gallantly they had acted
throughout that day. The Seventh Arkansas Regiment was not behind
in gallant deads, if 1 except those men reported by their captains as
having left tlhe field; those remaining were as true as steel.

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 680.
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. In l’naking‘ this imperfect report, T have been greably assisted by Cap-

tain !Murt‘m for that part ol the engagement when 1 was not on the field.
(_)1 the g'allum,ry‘ul individual officers and men I would beg leave to

defer special mention until the return of Colonel Smith, whose wound

will detain him some wecks from the command.

W I, DOUGLASS,

) Major, Commanding.

Captain [[G. A.] WILLIAMS, o !

Assistant Adjutant-General.)

No. 261.
Report of Col. John I. Kelly, Bighth Avkansas Infantry.

CHALTANOOGA, TENN., January 7 , 1863.
“S1r : I have the honor to submit the following report as to the action
of ﬁl]yl 1‘eginﬁmt in the late battles at Murfreesborough :
farly on the morning of e, & )2 eceived orders 1
the briZ;‘adiel"gcneml chuxnflt)ue({)i(nlt:'btf)r .j(}(&?:(é‘\’\}xtlhr; ulY?d’ o
! g g b a I my regiment and to
couform to the movements of the regiments on my right, which was done
by gradually wheeling to the right. A short time nﬁe '7advancing I was
ordered to throw forward skirmishers to cover my front. Very soon after
the (1e1')loygrne11t had been made, a brisk fire began, and skirmishers soon
succeeded in driving back those of the enemy ; the lines of battle con-
1)1*011ted, and the contest began. My regiment was posted in an open
field ; the enemy was strongly posted behind a fence. After a continued
and obstinate resistance, the order to charge was given (I should have
mentioned that at this juncture Brigadier-General Raing’ brieade came
up on my left), which was obeyed with promptness and :Ll:u;;‘ilrv. }'l‘he
enemy fled in confusion ; we pursued rapidly for several hundred yards
when he rallied to malke another stand, but the impetuosity with\vhiéli
we followed him up soon hurled him again to the rear. As the second
charge was ordered from this point, he was rapidly pursued for over half
a mile, when it became necessary for us to hal‘tz, in order to retill our
empty cartridge-boxes.  This was soon accomplished, and again wo
moved forward.  After proceeding several hundred ym"(ls we marched
by the left flank for about one-quarter of a mile, and the’,n forward io
a position seve ral hundred yards in advance in an open field; from
’tzus point we withdrew to a position in the wood, a little to thé rear.
The next position taken placed the left of my regiment on a large field
the remaining portion being in the wood. The lines of battle soon m(*tz,
again. The fire at this point was very heavy. The enemy outflanked
my lett, but the timely arrival of Swett’s battery dispensed all appre-
Liension of danger from that quarter. Another (':hm'ge was made zuuyl
the enemy was falling back rapidly under heavy fire. At this junz'tm‘e
I was wounded and rvetired from the field. I think it was about 1 ‘:i() P
m. ’}‘he action of the regiment after this will he reported by I;«i.e'uten:
alnlf,-. iolunc] [G(:or;f‘e ]<“.] Bauewn, to whom I turned over the command.
;llldlfl,lllit‘(::liibllxlf. [E ll),’] (j(])]l‘,‘ ()011{1)&{1)’0l,'])chuvt’..Ulevin Tlast, Cmnpa,ny H,
. . - Beard, Company I%) fell while gallantly cheering and
le:'ldn‘lg their men to victory.  Adjt. 11. J. MeCurdy was also killed ;
faithful to the last.  He was alwayy at his post; 1o shock could dis-
compose him. The coolness, b ravery, and good judgment of this gai-
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lant boy is highly commendable.  The gallant conduct of tl ¢ noble dead
sonspicuous to the whole regiment. U
Walsliaveltlm honor to call attention to the gallant conducet of I irst Ij‘l(?u_
tenant [W. M.] Bass, Company I8, who was wounded in the h‘rst fight
while bravely cheering his men. Captain [W. H.] L;\unkmr(l, (Jmn]r:my
A, and Second Lieutenant [B. A] Terrett, Company I, also deserve spe-
ic tion for gallantry on the field. » _

cl‘ilnut)lejg first ch?ﬁ'ge my regiment captured two stand O£ colors‘. These
were handed to me by Private James Riddle, Company C, and bqrpl. N.
A. Horn, Company E, but, owing to the rapidity of the pursuit, [ found it
impossil;le to carry these along, and they were left on the field. Another
stand was also captured, but was left in the same manner as the others.

A full list of killed and wounded will be furnished by Lieutenant-
Colonel Baucum.

The regiment during the whole engagement was always prompt to
move at the command.

Very respectfully, JNO. H. KELLY,

Qolonel Bighth Arkansas Regiment.

Capt. G. A. WILLIAMS ) .
pAssistant Adjutant-G’eneral, Liddell's Brigade.

No. 262.
Report of Lieut. Col. George I. Baucum, Highth Arkansas Infantry.

WARTRACE, TENN., January 12, 1863.

« 35
Sir: In the late battle of Murfreesborough, on Dec?mber .51é t{ﬁ;:jé
where our brigade engaged the enemy, after leaving our ?anllp Otut'me S
River in the morning, we were OI‘d‘:“,r(}d forward, an‘d'm% S 301‘ leneml
engaged the enemy first in a porn-held, where the hrmgx -'em»lll:g s%]ﬁ'elr(id
along the line of our whole brlgzule,':?t which 1’)121-(:(‘} our r(,gu?ti sl te;n
severely in killed and wounded. The firing wn&.'kepﬁ' up 1\1’;1‘;' me 1;1~i.
fifteen minutes in that exposed position, at wln'ch time MceNair’s 1 ]
o ' s left ¢ the enemy’s right and opened fire,
gade moved up on our left and on the cne 1y g : gue 1,
at which time the enemy’s right gave way. 1 llelll we wc{('y 011 tﬁruSixth
ward, and, after crossing the fencein front of our mglfl%en g ((;H(S 1 ‘l(:Jd Af-
Arkansas, we saw that the enemy in front of the Iift zmd x eco oo
kansas was still contesting the ground. At this time th? order wzixl? %ack
to about-face, and we gave them an enfilade fire, and they 30(1))11 (cl i tW(;
We then forwarded to where they had been compelled to abando
iec j ir artillery. . _
pl(X?ﬂ?its telllneglngement)[ had my horse shot, and halted for a 1(?;v xr;()lu?gsls
and ordered the infirmary corps to carry our \_vouuded Fo tflf] :()S[l,ds
immediately in the rear. As I moved forward in t‘l%.e edge 0‘ u/}}y(?ﬁ)“
I saw Captain Williams, and asked how far the I'egl'u‘u{mt w:l-s.u \1':((:(15:
swer, as well as I remember, was, that it was some dlhtum(ce 1111 11101\‘ s
and that we were driving them like dogs. L moved 011“.113 ((;)11‘) c 1]111 o
through the woods, when I came to a cotton-pateh and ml\tf 'uv;el‘al l:im
dell, and he asked me what I was doing so far behind. anlsl“ etwl(l n
that I had lost my horse and was very near broke down. ' 1( 9(‘ I
to cateh up with my command. 1 went across the c()t,t.g)n.—li.tt(,,nl, qulbtléf
a gin-house, and came to a cross fence, where thr(:. bug‘y e. \V;]:S bl'ﬂ{t oo
There was some little firing with small-arms. .Llwnva:'t,ltt\b tl e?l
opened on the enemy in the edge of the woods, and we \»e(li(, t‘dl(,ll] 0(; exﬁd
forward across a corn-field and into the woods a few hundred yards, a
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were halted and received a new supply of ammunition. The firing still
kept up on our right.  After receiving our ammunition, we were ordered
forward to an old field, and were moved some distance into the field and
halted.  Our battery went forward in the field and opened fire. Qur
skirmishers were moved forward and engaged. The brigade was ordered
back to the woods.  We then moved by the right flank for several hun-
dred yards,and were then ordered forward, where we engaged the enemy
in a neck of woods, where the ground was warmly contested for some
time, at which time General Johnsow’s brigade came up and we were
ordered to charge. The enemy was repulsed, we occupying the ground.
Lhe order was then given to cease firing. Johnson’s brigade moved for-
ward to the edge of a cedar thicket under cover of a cliff of rocks. We
moved forward to a fence to the support of Johnson’s brigade. As soon
as we reached the fence the right of the frout line gave way and the bri-
gade in our front came to the rear in double-quick, passing through our
lines. I tried to halt the men in front of my regiment, but they all
passed through. After all had passed, Colonel Govan gave the order
to fall back ; we fell back to the woods under fire from the enemy.

- This, I believe, is about as correct account as I can give, which I re-
spectfully submit.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. I'. BAUCUM,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Eighth Regiment Arkansas Vols.
Capt. G. A. WILL1AMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 263.
Reports of Lieut. H. Shannon, Warren Light Artillery.

ARTILLERY ENCAMPMENT, LIDDELL’S BRIGADE,
Wartrace, Tenn., January 11, 1863.

Sk : I have the honor to report that the battery under my command,
attached to Liddell’s brigade, moved with the brigade at daylight on the
morning of December 31, 1862, against the right wing of the enemy in
front of Murfreesborough. After advancing about 1 mile, crossing a
lane, and passing through a narrow strip of timber, I posted the battery
on an eminence in an open field to the right of the brigade, and within
600 yards of one of the enemy’s batteries, in front of Brigadier-General
Johuson’s brigade, and opened with a well-directed fire of round shot
and shrapnel, causing the enemy to retire. Our loss was one horse killed.

I then moved the battery rapidly to the frout and left, and took posi-
tion 100 yards in rear of the brigade, in front of and within 600 yards of
one of the enemy’s rifle batteries, firing about 20 rounds to the piece with
good effect, when the brigade gallantly c¢harged and captured the bat-
tery, consisting of one rifle brass 6-pounder (4-inch caliber and 10-pound
shot) and one 10-pounder Parrott steel gun (2.9-inch caliber). TFrom
some unknown cause a shrapunel shot lodged about half way down one
of the howitzers, thus temporarily disabling the piece, which was at once
ordered a short distance to the rear. The limber being brought forward,
I substituted the brass rifle pieco just captured for the disabled howit-
zer, getting a good supply of ammunition from the enemy’s chests. Qur
loss at this position was, Corpl. Martin Green, killed by a ritle shell;
Sergt. John McMullen, severely wounded in tho chest by a minie ball;
Artificer Charles McDerwit, severely wounded in the arm and chest by
a minie ball; Private Peter Hogan, severely. wounded in the foot by a
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the captured wagons by using all that would fit our guns. We remained
here full half an hour before any support came up, Colonel Keeble com-
ing first of your brigade. After you reformed the brigade at this point
to make a second advance in line, my regiment had but little to do with
the enemy until after 12 o'clock, except Captain [I°. B,] Terry’s com-
pany, which was thrown forward as skirmishers near the Federal hos-
pital, north of the Franklin pike. Here Captain Terry drove back the
enemy’s sharpshooters, killing several and having several of’ his own
men wounded.

The next thing worthy of note was when you brought up your brigade
to support General Liddell. In that action my regiment came up with,
I think, the Second Arkansas Regiment in a wood lot. That regiment
was driving the enemy slowly, but surely, before it. On reaching the
fence on the north side of the lot, this regiment faced about and retired
through my lines. I immediately gave the command forward, and nobly
and gallantly did the boys clear the fence. This brought us into an
open field in plain view of a fine battery of the enemy’s guns, down at
the foot of the hill (we oceupied the top), distant about 500 yards. This
battery was supported by a heavy line of infantry. The retreating force
that Liddell had been driving made one stand against us before reach-
ing the bottom of the hill and did us seriousdamage. 1 halted the regi-
ment about half way down the hill, and gave the enemy a few rounds.
Meanwhile his battery was playing heavily upon us, but the well-directed
fire of onr boys soon drove the gunuers from their pieces and stopped
the trouble from that quarter. Scarcely had I given the command ¢ for-
ward” before I perceived the boys going at a double-quick for the bottom
of the hill.

In this charge I lost Captain Orr, killed, and several others wounded.
On reaching the foot of the hill, I halted the regiment, discovering a fine
position behind a fence in some sinks or basins, bordered by rocks, &c.
The men promptly took advantage of these things, and commenced pour-
ing a deadly fire into their ranks as they were lying in theedge of a cedar
glade. The distance between our lines ranged from 75 to 100 yards, or
less. Hereny boys commenced the work of destruction in good earnest.
Never have I seen such cool, deliberate aim taken in battle. The enemy
stood the fire well, and returned it briskly, but with little effect.  The
engagement at this point lasted some thirty minutes, when the enemy

arose to retreat, but a deadly voliey from our boys prevented most of
them from escaping. Another ¢ forward,” and the boys soon occupied
the ground the Yankees had just left.

In this charge we gained full possession of the fine battery that had
annoyed us so but a short time before. My men took a position behind
a ledge of rocks that bordered the cedar glade, which afforded a fine
shelter from the enemy’s bullets. Along the edge of the cedar glade
was the greatest destruction of Yankees I have seen on any battle-field.
1 do not claim for my regiment full eredit for taking the bLattery cap-
tured at this point. Colonel Keeble did some effective work here, al-
though the battery was opposite the left wing of my battalion. The
position I occupied at this point I considered a very safe one, believing
that we could hold it against any reasonable force with but little cost;

but after remaining there for some time, I was notified that the right
was rapidly giving way. On looking in that direction, I saw the bri-
gade on the right of yours had fallen back considerably, and that the
right wing of your brigade was falling back also. 1 turned to the left,
and found it giving back, too. I immediately ordered my command to
fall back to the fence, which they did in good order, many of them
taking the position again from which they had done such noble work a

C 3 0}
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little while before, and commenced firi
¢ ring. Butno one seemed di
to stop ﬁnd support me, and I ordered my wen to fall back aglii%(i)(sl?d
i}s possi }e. But by this time the enemy had got so near that I knex{:
fof men ‘}_ 831({911&"@1‘ severely, having to fall back through an open field
mefo‘:%?(olm ylurds %)elort«ja %‘ettmg out of danger, and that up hill. The
rere nearly exha 3 ix or sever 'S d fightin
i el usted from six or seven hours’ hard fighting and
I herewith submit a list* of casualties: the li " missi :
a i asualties; the list of missing, I ¢
no%large elriough Ly one-half to cover the real loss. nissing, Lam sure,
00 much praise cannot be awarded the officers and m
: TS 4 en who f
gnd?r my command on that memorable day. The officers all didotltll?e%:
uIt§c qnoblg’ ;1 thetr]npn %allantly, bravely, eftectively.
annot close this already too tedious report without maki i
: close ' J aking specia
xll}gn(t:l)ill Lo(i (ﬁ)llxu co}or~bea,1]'f1;, W.T. Jones, who was lost on tl;e lgsbtpﬁCéll({l
e carrie ¢ colors well to the front through every engagement : '
gftigz({l:ﬁfgle lAi bmver,lbetter soldier never went‘)fort% %o battléllz)(}‘
, s life a sacrifice to the cause of justic ¢ res
Beapootrally oo & sacri e of justice than W. T. Jones.
) WATT W. FLOYD
. Lieutenant Colonel, Comdy. Seventeenth Tennessee Regi;ncnt.
Brig. Gen. B. R. JOUNSON.

P TurLrAnmomA, TENN., March 18, 1863.
RAL: I submit some additional facts in regard to ite
that I claimed in my report of the battle of Murfrceasboroug%lzetshﬁigliﬁd
beﬁl} c&ptgre(} l()ly tl:;e Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment. ¢
any Loniederate troops reached that hospital before the ren-
teenth Tennessee Regiment, I cannot understank()l when or hcfwbthsei" ;:)lt;
in advance of us. When we started into the last skirt of woods, which
il(}s south, or, rather, west of south, from the Lospital, the enemy’on our
153 b were nearly on the same line with my regiment and enfiladed our
ine. General Liddell was some distance to the left and rear of my
regiment. Colonel Keeble, whose regiment was on the left of our bri-
gadg, says that about this time General Liddell’s brigade had separated
from him some distance, and seemed to be moving still farther t()( Llio
left. I ordered the “forward” here as soon as the enemy gave \v’:w on
my left, as stated in my report. 1 know that my regiment at this point
Eas in advance of any other portion of our line that wasin sight of me
very officer in my regiment who went through the fight will corrobo-
ragautlexist, as Wcltll as anyloth(fr statement 1 shall make.
mering the woods above mentioned, my line was p i
to the lane which passes to the left and near bg: the hospiltg,f.l )erllgzi((jluxlx?;
regiment continued to march straight forward it would have passed to
the left of the hospital, but just before leaving the woods the regiment
made a halt}whe_el to the right. Now, I am perfectly satisfied ?hat it
was impossible for General Liddell's brigade (or any part of it)' to start
o}n‘ my left and rear, as it did, separated from me, as it was, by more
than the length of Colonel Keeble’s regiment, and enter the w<’)ods west
of south from the hospital, make the circuit on the large exterior curve
w}nch it must have done in the face of the enemy, and yet reach the ‘10@3
pltal_ by this lengthened route before the Seventeenth Teunessee R_en‘ki-
ment (lid, moving, as it did, on the interior curve rapidly and without
haltl‘ng. After passing from the woods west ot south from the hospital
the Seventeenth Regiment was fired on by the Yankees from both sides

* Embodied iu No. 191, p. G&0,
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i i i i t continued to
he old gin-house and the hospital, and this regnn?{l ) ted
?gtltlr?l OL br?sk fire until a white flag was violently wav ul‘ by a 511111\?2
advancing from the hospital. The firing pretty well ceased ‘mc‘ letr(ijﬁs
iment after this white flag was exhibited, and two companies (Cap a s
[T. H.] Watterson’s and [G. W.] M cDonaId’s)(passgd [t[ljlr%}lfllll ‘rcll;?i g (?xll’s
“the hth side it, and Captain [U. C.] Harris
of the hospital and on both sides o_f it, anc e
) assed entirely on the left of the yard. e 4 o
;z)zlllillﬁgyﬂlx)e hospital, a brisk fire was again lopell)leg up%n si)qrixl(,y %ius];?;e:
: v unning toward the Wilkinson pike, but particula 1y or
‘&"l:;gkv:agge“}ll}éx W(n%e trying to get off some ammﬁmttl&u wagon?‘ “211111?11 é;;le
i red, ’ ‘hich the men of that regi-
Seventeenth Regiment captured, and from w }(, ‘ o g
i b terson’s and McDonald’s com
ment filled their boxes. Captains Wat ] T
i ¥ g y» vard fence in rear of the hospital upon the Y¢
e e the ol ] had entered the woods beyond the
retreating toward the pike. After we ha o
i e t wasreformed. After we had
hospital, we halted and the regimen e s Sl e e
reformed about twenty minutes, a TFederal offic s gallop )ttill'ed
oft, apparently thinking we were Y:L_nkees, and we caj .
ﬁl?llll lalonl(llr hlibsf%orlsel;. 'l‘heycapture \kv?:\s made by Lleuteua}{t [M. W] 71))121;(,]‘{,
of Company E, Seventeenth Tennessgz{a Regiment. The enemy were
in full view near the Wilkinson pike. L
no;rvol‘g ii%lis‘rl)roposed to deny, in the face of the men and of’ﬁcelsﬁqf tthg
Seven{eenth [Regiment] who were cfngztxg&ld, ‘iltn_lt illlgfl l?lltla(élhfﬁ ;togh (;CSGZL :
lescribe curred at the point indicated. is cl t ;
gﬁllcggel;(}lvn()sc;s Regiment was the first to reach %hlSP hpsptfﬁhﬁ;% ft‘lé]?g
: ighting ' spital afterward. Private ilder,
therewas no fighting about the bospital al e e e
) ‘kansas Regiment Infantry, left to guar 1e h spital
Ef:lo?jildg(ili, states tﬁat, with Private Faldlf)‘, he th)OhI\li)OS?}el“Sizl(iﬁl?f ‘;c.];g
; : v idenc - MT, d
spital, which he understood was the residence of a 3 ;
}[ll?:%nﬁ(; (’lid not see Geeneral Johnson’s blﬂ g&lgeul,mgl_ SOI&lGO 1}23%?52(31 }ég
sencral Liddell’s brigade had pas
had been stationed there, when Genera B B oy
t, and that there was no fighting at or abou ¢ Sp! 3
ﬂllﬁefrmll’fivate Faidley, of Company Dl, Second tf&eranesrff:sl I.N]eo{illlfls?)l;xt"ésﬁi is
10 st 3 3 f eSS Regimen eners -
he saw the Seventeenth Tennessee gl : er gl
3 /ithin 75 vards of the hospital about fifteen minute
e e D g Thus it is proved that the Seven-
General Liddell’s brigade passed. ws it is p il Ly tle, vl
i ¢ sordlict at the hospital, and that it reachec
teenth Regiment had no coudlict at the Bl thaf g pegeiet 5
ital aff neral Liddell’s brigade had passed. 5, 1. mS
llgig)littilet?{(toegg,el)r()ves too much. No combinations Of'prool L(Tn %EI?
gnﬁtmte to the officers and men of the Seventeenth Regiment that they
di(i not have a fight in and abmiwltpq )fa(l“ldttl)f tfl:gtht(;:{)tltt‘ﬁe —
The simple explanation of all this, and the fact the e —
Regi § d killed near the hospital, is
kansas Regiment had men ounded an ( . vital, is to
inly : teenth Regiment, after passing
e D e e b waods Seven{ bliquing considerably to the right,
hospital, entered the woods beyom , obliquing L She right,
i J 1, with the left resting abou
and the regiment was here reformed, ) ) i o 02
i 1the hospital. In this position,
100 yards to the right of and beyonc | o, s
i 35e( tal, the half of the right con
after the regiment had passed the hospital, j il s
i Sec sas Regiment might, perhaps, have pa
pany of the Second Arkansas Leg e, e, Beantéonth
the right of the hospital without touc uug'll e et
X ssce Regiment. The enemy were still in the S, And. §
%gggexsoundedé and killed men of th(fa‘ Seco;n?hA{](an%isi l{,(;;;xﬁgx:)%]};{‘
e i t of the hospital.
firing from the left, and, perhaps, tl)le ront of L
san it be explained how Privates Elder and ke y {3 g
i?fttllll(f)s(; ?]:g éonﬁict \Ivhich the Seventeenth Reglme?t had a?eﬂlﬁwlrlgjg-
. The regiment which these men saw approaca wrfms s 1
g?llird Rlegimgut, or, perhaps, some other regiment of our brigade, ‘Ylhtl}f]%
came up over half an hour after the Seventeenth Regiment passe
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hospital. And I quite agree with Private Elder, of the Second Arkan-
sas Regiment, that there was no fightin g at or about the hospital after
he was placed there. In common with the oflicers of my regiment, I am
satisfied that there could not have been any Confederate soldiers guard-
ing the hospital at the time we passed it. Indeed, it is evident, from
the nature of our conflict at that point, that no Confederate soldiers
could have been there at that time.

As already stated, the enewy was in full view near the Wilkinson
pike when we halted beyond the hospital. Feeling apprehensive that
the enemy might charge upon us, I sent Lieutenant [J. D.] Tloyd back,
some twenty minutes after we halted, to bring up any of our men who
might be at the hospital. He stated that he saw nothing but Yankees
there, and that General Liddells brigade was then being formed in rear
of the fence which runs on the north side of the large cotton-field on the
left of the hospital. Captain Watterson,of the Seventeenth [Regiment),
states that, in passing the hospital at the time when the regiment first
came up to it, he got a drink of water from one of the surgeons. The
surgeon made some complaint about the hospital baving been fired into,
but said he could not blame us, as the hospital had not been properly
prepared.

It may be proper here to state that the hospital is named on the en-

gineer’s maps of the field of battle as the Jenkins house, and notas Mr.
Griscom’s house.,

The following statement, made by Captain Terry, will exhibit circam-
stantially the length of time which must have elapsed after the capture of

the hospital by the Seventeenth Tennessce Regiment before General
Liddells brigade came up to it :

When the Seventoenth Tennessee Regiment halted in the woods beyond the hospital,
its guides were thrown out and the line dressed. I then visited tho captured wagons,
loaded with ammunition, and returned to my company. Ithensent Lieutenant [J. H.
Hastings, Company A, Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, back, on foot, to Brigadier-
General Polk’s skirmishers, who were advancing on our right, to inform them where
we were, that they might not fire on us. Licutenant Hastings went to the rear, got
on a stump to attract the attention of the skirmishers, and was fired at. He then re-
turned to hisregiment. I now took the horse captured by Lieutenant Black and the
colors of the regiment, and rode back to notify our forces, which were advancing, that
the Seventeenth [ Regiment] wasin front. I communicated with one of the rogiments
of General Poll’s brigade and returned to my regiment. I then went to tho hospital,
passed through the yard into the first field on the left of the lane and north of the
woods already indicated as being west of south from the hospital, met Brigadier-Gen-
eral Johnson here, and notified him where the Seventeenth Tennessee was. Met a bat-
tery ; asked some one who seemed to be connected with it (think it was the captain)
whose battery that was, and was told that it belonged to General Liddell’s brigade;
then saw the infantry of this brigade near the fence on the north side of this first
field—the largo cotton-field. I am satisfied this was at least half an hour after we
halted. 1passed onand met the rest of Johnson’s brigade just moving out of the woods,
told them where the Seventeenth [Regiment] would be found, returned to the regi-
ment, and remained there some minutes, during which time tho Fifth Confederate
Regi nent passed through our lines, which was still halted. I then took 3 men from
my company, went to the captured ammunition wagons, and got three boxes of car-
tridges. While there, Brigadier-General Polk sent somo men to guard the ammuni-
tion wagons. They told me that General Polk had ordered them no to allow any
ammunition o be taken out of the wagons, I replied that I had already as much as
I wanted. T then returned to my company and went to the hospital; found General
Liddell at the yard gate which faces toward the Wilkinson pike. AsT rode up, Gen-
eral Liddell asked a major of his brigade if he was too badly wounded to go on in the
fight. The major replied that he was not, and that he would goon. The general then
told the major to go ahend to his regiment. The general then ordered the Confederate
soldiers that were in the yard to go to their regiments ; spoke to one particular soldier,
and, pointing to him, told him to go to his regimont. The soldier replied, “ You, Gen-
eral Liddell, just placed me here on gnard.” The general then said. ‘* Well, remain
there.” At this time General Liddoll's brigade had passed into the second field on the
left, was advancing, and was nearly through it.
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‘When the Seventeenth Regiment passed the hospital, the companies
of Captains Watterson and McDonald passed through the yard of the
hospital, and Captain Harrison’s passed entirely on the left of the yard,
a number of men of that company passing along the lane, and, as has
already been shown, the firing was commenced again in rear of the hos-
pital. General Sill's body was found not far from the hospital, ¢ near
the fence or lane,” in the words of Colonel Govan, of the Second Arkan-
sas Regiment.

Now, the foregoing statements having, in my mind, conclusively estab-
lished the fact that the Seventeenth Regiment captured the Federal
hospital at the Jenkins house, and that it reached that house some thirty
minutes before any other troops, I cannot resist the conviction that the
probabilities quite as much indicate that it was the Seventeenth Regi-
ment which killed General Sill as that any other regiment did it. Until
other facts are developed in reference to this matter, I am disposed to
think that no regiment can establish this claim in its own favor. Sill
might have been Kkilled by the Seventeenth [Regiment] from the fence
and lane in rear of the hospital, or he might have been killed by the
Second Arkansas Regiment, which came up some thirty minutes later.
Sill’s body was found on the right of the lane, near the fence, and about
75 yards in rear of the hospital, and it appears exceedingly probable that
he was killed by the Seventeenth Regiment firing from the fence in rear
of the hospital. This is the impression prevailing in the Seventeenth
Tennessee Regiment.

In making the foregoing statement, I profess to be actuated by a sim-
ple desire to do justice to all parties concerned. I would rather suffer
from injustice to myself than to do injustice to a fellow soldier. I am
disposed to submit the foregoing facts, with any counter statements that
may be made, to the decision of the impartial tribunals into whose hands

they may be destined to fall.
WATT W. I'LOYD,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdyg. Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment.

[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS JOHNSON'S BRIGADE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., March 20, 1863.
I respectfully request that this communication may be forwarded to
the War Department as a part of the report of the services of my brigade

in the battle of Murfreesborough.
I may here add that John Wilson, a private of Company A, of Sev-
enteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, was wounded near this Ied-

eral hospital. )
) [B. R. JOHLNSON,]
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army.

No. 267.

Report of Lieut. Col. R. H. Keeble, Twentythird Tennessee Infantry.

JANUARY b, 1863.

The following report of the part taken by the Twenty-third Tennessee
Regiment in the battle of Murfreesborough is respectfully submitted :
Having been changed from the right to the left wing on the evening
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before the batt e, its position was in an open field, th esti
the road leading to the McCulIouch lmusé. On tl;e I](:OI;)I{?I]I‘ (: Sotty;:ieull))gtn
tle, the brigade and division made a right-wheel, in doing which it 1%;9, 1
the ‘house above referred to and coutinued to wheel and march u?)‘tixl\it(s
Ic:-l];ﬁ?imsi:Ilhi’rl:itﬁ;tell‘l%;w zlvug],ﬂes l\vith the one it held the evening before,
are swheel through a lTarge corn-field and a me .. D
on the edge of the meadow and to our riglitol(ll)crltg;-le%\\"flgtg(()ll(l)x“)ieté?lot‘; o
wheel were stationed some of the enemy’s sharpshooters WIIJO op (l((l)
El%?‘léhlé:i f(%)omg,ému{ﬁ_ver, no damage. Having completed ,the Whelé?nw(ée
arc rward, obliquing to the right to avoid lapnin G Li
dell; we marched through a hedge-field grown u )Ixéi : Aepeml i
gg;‘?tfg Ilil;letllﬁ‘g& rtelache(l a la;ge corn-ﬁelg. Herelwe t;;bceclilga ';11111(11(‘)3811:;
Y 16 enemy of canister, grape, an all-ar .
enemy (from where we received this ﬁre,, ‘{lvhilch’ lasge(?u;gg]g l;li]r\:e irlxlg
wounded [several] of the regiment) were within a thicket be 'on(’l(th
corn-field, considerably to my left and in front of General Lid(fell \Ve
pas,sed through the corn-field into an open wood, under fire of the enee
my’s battery, to our left, and small-arms. During all this time th .
enemy were concealed in the bushes, and but little, if?my firing was d(;ng
3nh0ur part. Having gotten down into the woods, I Was,told by General
ohnson ’that‘I was too far to the right, when I moved by the left ﬂm;k
?gsrgsstfm él(l)gdblnggox émél (1)5(31 ﬁelld,ttlhced tl;) ‘chel front, and, foi"miug with the
) Igade, marched through a skirt acros :
leaving a hospital and old gin-house %0 our left. ngsvr(()aogcﬁgno:g owf }gadé
was made upon the First Battalion. When this was done \vg m'u‘clonl
into an open 31eld\, then by the left flank across a road and into ;L(liotlll()é(r
open ﬁe}(l. ’lh.e enemy were evidently within this field upon the brow
of the hill; their battery was throwing shells upon us from there. Trom
this field we moved by the left flank into Lhe open woods opposit(: a cedm:‘
glade. 'We here halted and faced the cedar glade, marched intb itl apie -(e
and had a sharp brush with the enemy, who were beyond the ced’;rlﬂl'\(('ll’
In a field, and marched by the flank toward our loft, (}enomi foil"e
brigade in the mean time had fallen back and taken position 61; our 1e;"ts
We then moved farther to the left, and, again facing to the front m'u‘che(i
f]gllgg(‘lghlb‘ltlll 0}?e11 colrn%ﬁtelld,fﬁ{izhtiug the enemy during the t‘i’me(' We
at the far end of the field, having driven the enemv 0 e
of the gladp. Here the action (:ontinuetzl for about a(nltl?(l)‘tlrt O\Jllllguuéﬁg
enemy ﬂe(] into the glade. Timmediately advanced to his bat’terv which
he had left, when we received a heavy fire from them concealéﬁ in the
midst of the glade. It was here that Captain [N.R.] Allen who deserves
tonbe especially noted for his bravery, gallantry, and cooh’less fell, mor-
tally wounded. While they were firing upon us, and we wcre,un'li)le to
get to them or see them on account of the under]growth, my wt&*ntion
was called to the fact that our right had fulgeu back. We then‘ﬁ/aill back
also, intending to reform at our old position at the fence, which h(o(‘,\
ever, we found occu pied by a portion of General Lid(lell’s’ counn"md I
think). We then fell back to the skirt of woods and ref’ormed‘ ’1‘15
firing soon after ceased, and nothing else occurred ' )
Most respectfully, '
. R. H. KEEBLE
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Twenty-third ]Jg’g;zgéssee.

.
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