780 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. (Cuar. XXXIK

Tabular statement of killed, wounded, and missing. §-c.—Continued.

Command. Commander.

‘ Wounded.
' Missing.

‘ Kiled.

Oleburne's Division. ‘ : |

4 i ... Brigadier-General Wood
}gg?lg:n"): lbgg(;gde . o Briga,dier-(}eneral Johnson ........... 61 4R8 57
Liddell's brigade Brigadier-General Liddell .

Polk’s brigade. .. Brigadier-General Polk.............. 30 293 19
Clebnrne8TBtalT: « v.cscvonmmussnmmnmmiimminicin maninns smmmme e mns o asmsmen, [oasmns]  &||esenns
Total Cleburne’s division.......... Major-General Cleburne.............. 229 { 1, 627 207
i e
McOown’s Division (unattached). I |
! : D
i AFARE. oo srommmmis somsis st s | Brigadier-General Ector..............| 29 275 39
Tatos' britaso, 110 | Brigadier Gonoral Rains. 21| 14| 15
McNair's brigade...... ccocvus covesenans | Brigadier-General McNair ... 42) 33(2) 5i
McCown’s escort ... . i ekl
Total McCown's division.......... | Major-General McCoWn eenvnnannnnn. 94 761 107
Jackson's brigade (unattached).......... ‘ Brig. Gen. J. K. Jackson............. |41 'zg ......
‘Wharton's brigade of cavalry............ : Brigadier-General Wharton .......... 20 1 131 ~13
Grand total Hardee's corps ........ Lieutenant-General Hardee .......... 650 :‘ 4,207 ‘[ 803
RECAPITULATION.

=

<

g

Command. 5 g

B

Breckinridge's division
Cleburne’s division...
McCown's division .

s bri 41 262 ... 303
%Gchgtogn?sbl?r%gﬂgge“ 20| 131 13] 264
Grand 888 oocnsvms e s S —— 650 ( 4,207 ; 803 | 5,663

(Addenda.]

HpQRS. HARDEE’S CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESS]EE,
Tullaho’ma, Tenn., January 17, 1863.

CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
“present for duty” in this army corps on the morning of the 31st of
December, 1862 :
Breckinridge’s division :

Brown’s [Palmer’s] brigade
Adams’ brigade ... .cccenaceiiie e e e

Hanson’s brigade. .
Preston’s brigade. ... ..o ccin i ittt ceaens

Cleburne’s division :
Wood’s brigade ... oo. oo e iiiiiiean
Johnson’s brigade ... ccceceeimasco i cciiciinicicecciicnes
Liddells brigade cxecssesmsne spsmns mesas svsommses s
Polls brigadei: oo sussmsssemppmorimiamaes smsasuns & e s

6,124
s O 12, 948

Discrepancies in the relative strength of the l{rigades 'of Breckin-
ridge’s division in the present report, as compared with previous reports,
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are explained by the fact that the reorganization of that division was
perfected by several transfers of regiments only on the day previous to
the battle of Murfreesborough.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant- General.
Col. GEORGE WILLIAM BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. HARDEE’S Corps, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, April 20, 1863.

CoLONEL: In obedience to instructions from headquarters of the
army, I have the honor to forward herewith the names of officers who
fell at, the battle of Murfreesborough, conspicuous for their valor, to be
inscribed on the battery of Liddell’s brigade, and on one of the reserve
batteries :

Liddell's battery—Lieut. Col. Don. McGregor, First Arkansas; Capt.
James T. Armstrong, Company E, Sixth Arkansas; First. Lieut. H. C.
Collier, Company H, Second Arkansas, and First Lieut. H. J. McCurdy,
Eighth Arkansas.

Reserve Battery.—Maj. Henry C. Ewin, Forty-fourth Tennessee Reg-
iment; Maj. James T. McReynolds, Thirty-seventh Tennessee Regi-
ment; Capt. E. Eldridge Wright, Wright's battery, and Capt. Edwin
Allen, Company C, Twenty-sixth Tennessee Regiment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.
Col. GEORGE WILLIAM BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of Tennessee.

No. 225.

Eeport of Maj. Gen. John C. Breckinridge, C. 8. Army, commanding First
Division, with appendiz by General Bragy.

HEADQUARTERS BRECKINRIDGE’S DIVISION,
January —, 1863.

I have the honor to report the operations of this division, of Lieuten-
ant-General Hardee’s corps, in the recent battles of Stone’s River, in
front of Murfreesborough.

The character and course of Stone’s River, and the nature of the ground
in front of the town, are well known, and as the report of the general
commanding will, no doubt, be accompanied by a sketch, it is not neces-
sary to describe them here.

On the morning of Sunday, December 28, the brigades moved from
their encampments and took up line of battle about 13 miles from Mur-
freesborough in the following order: Adams’ brigade on the right, with
its right resting on the Lebanon road, and its left extending toward the
ford over Stone’s River, a short distance below the destroyed bridge on
the Nashville turnpike ; Preston on the left of Adams ; Palmer on the
left of Preston, and Hanson forming the left of the line, with his left
resting on the right bank of the river near the ford. The right of Major-
General Withers, of Lieutenant-General Polk’s corps, rested near the
leoft, bank of the river and slightly in advance of Hanson’s left.
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It formed the extreme right of the brigade line of battle, and is sup-
posed to have fronted the enciny’s center at that time.  The above cas-
ualties all occurred in the cedar grove oceupied by the brigade during
the fight on Wednesday, and between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m.
After Colonel Wilkinson was wounded (which was in the early part of
the action), the undersigned assumed command of the regiment, and
takes great pleasure in testifying to the cool courage and veteran-like
heroism with which they bore the terrifie fire of shell and shot that was
poured alinost incessantly into their ranks for near three hours.  Indeed,
both officers and men as a whole behaved most gallantly.  The conduet
of those who are reported as deserving censure is thought generally to
merit unmeasured disapprobation. An explanation is forwarded in the
case of Private J. Walker, of Company G. As heis very young, his con-
duet is thought to be somewhat excusable.  He returned and served
with the regiment during the balance of the time, while the others re-
turned, most of them, to the camp at town, and refused to come back,
althotigh repeatedly ordered to do so.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
A. MoNEILL,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fighth Mississippi Regiment.

No. 252,
Report of Lieuwt. Harvey H. Cribbs, Lumsdew’s (Alabama) battery.

BRrIDGEPORTY, ALA., January 10, 1863.

CapPrAIN: I have the honor to report that on Sunday, December 28,
1862, I was ordered to report for duty with Brigadier General Jackson’s
brigade, by Lientenant-Colonel [J. 11.] Hallonquist, chief of artillery
Ariny of Tennessce, and on Monday morning the general assigned me
a position near Captain Spence’s vesidence, east of the Lebanon pike,
and at 12 midnight T received an order to send the two rifled pieces of
the battery to General Breckinridge’s headquarters to report, which T
did, under the command of Licutenant Tarrant. He was ordered to
the knoll on the easi side of Stone’s River, which position was ordered
by General! Bragg to he held) as it was a desirable position, from which
place the two guns fired 200 rounds in (he first of the engagement.
One of the pieces had been dismounted at Perryville some time ago, and
in the recoil the axle-tree gave way. It was replaced by one of the
picces taken from the enemy. The -two rifled picees were held in the
reserve until we reached the rviver. The smooth-bore was kept with
the brigade, and on Tuesday about noon I moved with the brigade to a
position on the left of the Lebanon pike and | mile nearer the river.

On Wednesday about noon the seetion accompanied the brigade across
Stone’s River, when it was halted by General Jackson until it could se-
cure a position while the brigade advanced.  When the brigade became
engaged, the section took a position on the hill near Cowan’s house, and
near the railroad, and fired 50 rounds, when the enemy removed the
battery at which we had been fiving, and night coming on, I moved
down to the river, and on Thursday took a position again on the right,
where intrenchments were thrown uy.

On Friday I joined the biigade on the extreme left near the Wilson-
ville [ Wilkinson or Nashville] pike, and at 12 [0o’cloek | that night moved
to the Nashville pike, where the men remained until daylight exposed
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to a drenching tain, after which we moved to the extreme right again,
and at midnight Saturday we moved through Murfreesborough to the
Nashville pike. marched until Sunday evening, exposed again to the
geverity of the weather.

The damage done by the firing of the battery—I cannot say what dam-
age was done to the enemy ; itis said that one of the rifled pieces blow
up a caisson. I am happy to say that no damage whatever was done
to the battery by the shots of the enemy. The men all behaved with
coolness, and with a determination to do what was in their power to
drive back the enemy of our country.

Respectfully submitted.
HARVEY H. CRIBBS,

First Lieutenant, Oommanding Lumsden’s Battery.

No. 253.
Report of Maj. Gen. Patrick R. Oleburne, 0. 8. Army, commanding division.

HBEADQUARTERS CLEBURNE’S DIVISION,
HARDEE'S CorpPS, ARMY OF TENNESSER,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 31, 1863.

On December 26, 1862, three brigades of my division were stationed
at College Grove, near Baglesville, about 20 miles west of Murfrees-
borough. The Fourth Brigade, under command of Brig. Gen. S. A. M.
Wood, was stationed at Triune, 4 miles north of College Grove, on the
Nashville and Shelbyville turnpike.

On the evenin : of the same day I had information that the enemy had
driven back the cavalry and occupied Nolensville, in my front.

During the night I received orders from General Hardee, who had
gone in person to the front, to have everything in readiness for a move-
ment and to be prepared for any emergency. I also received instrue-
tions as to the roads to be taken by my train and fighting force, respect-
ively, in case of a retreat on Murfreesborough.

Tarly on the morning of the 27th, I received orders from the same
sonrce to take up a position on the turnpike about 1 mile north of my
encampment.  While making this disposition, I received orders from
General Tlardee to move the three brigades with me to Murfreesborough
by the routes previously decided upon; also that Wood’s brigade would
remain at Triune and assist General Wharton’s cavalry to retard the
farther advance of the enemy.

Tor the proceedings of Wood’s brigade under this order, I respectfully
refer you to the report of Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Wood, herewith trans-
mitted.

I immediately moved as directed; marched all day, part of it over a
miserable road and through a cold, drenching rain, and encamped after
nightfall on the Salem turnpike, within 1 mile of Stone’s River.

On the morning of the 28th, General Hardee ordered me to form line
of battle north of Murfreesborough and east of Stone’s River, my line
to face north, its left vesting on the river, its right near the Lebanon
turnpike, 800 or 1,000 yards in rear of a line already occupied by Breck-
mridge’s division.

Wood’s brigade, falling back slowly before General McCook’s army
corps. impeding his advance wherever oppor tunity offered, finally reached
Stone’s River and rejoined the division on the morning of the 29th.
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I'lay, inactive, in line of battle until the evening of the 30th, when 1
received orders to move from the right to the left of the army. Arriving
at the fording place on Stone’s River, I received orders to remain there
until General Hardee had examined the ground and determined my
position. It was dark when staff officers were sent to order me forward
and show me my position. The passage of the river in the night was
attended with many difliculties, and my whole division was not in posi-
tion before midnight. As well as I could judge from the camp-fires,
my line was a prolongation to the left of Cheatham’s line, and was 400
or 500 yards in rear of McCown’s division.

Soon after midnight T received an order from General Hardee, on
which I based and issued the following circular, viz:

Generals of brigades will have their respective commands in readiness to move upon

the onemy at 4.30 o’clock this morning.  ‘The several commands will fall into line with-
out signal of buglo or drum.

Before daylight T formed line, placing Poll’s brigade, with Calvert’s
battery, on the right; Johnsow’s brigade, with Darden’s battery, in the
center, and liddell’s brigade, with the Warren Light Artillery, com-
manded by Licutenant [H.] Shannon, on the left. Wood’s brigade I
placed a short distance in rear of Polk’s. This brigade had no battery
in the fight, its battery (Semple’s, of six Napoleon guns) having been
detached the day before to support Hanson’s brigade, of Breckinridge’s
division, and having remained with that brigade on the right of the
army.

On account of the absence on duty of my chief of artillery, I ordered
my chief of ordnance (Captain [T. R.] Hotehkiss) to act as chief of ar-
tillery, and Robert [D.] Smith, ordnance officer of Polk’s brigade, to act
as division ordnance ofticer.

It was not yet clear day when I received orders from General Hardee
to advance. Swinging to the right as I moved forward, 1 rapidly com-
municated these instructions tobrigade commanders, caused my division
to load, and moved forward, stepping short upon the right and full upon
the left, so as to swing round my left as divected. General Cheatham’s
left did not move forward at the same moment as my right, and my divis-
ion, inclining to the left as it advanced, a gap was soon left hetween
us, which General Hardee directed General Wood’s brigade to fill. My
whole division (Semple’s battery excepted) was now advancing in line of
battle, gradually wheeling to the right as it advanced. My left had not
moved half a mile when heavy firing commeneced near its front, sapposed
to be McCown’s division engaging the enemy. A few moments more,
and the enemy’s skirmishers opened fire along the right and left center
of my division, indicating that instead of being a second line supporting
McCown’s division, I was, in reality, the foremost line on this part of
the field, and that McCown’s line had unaccountably disappeared from
my front. Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward, and I pressed
on, continuing the diflicult wheel under fire, through a country cut up
with numerous fences and thickets. Therve was a great deal of crowd-
ing and improper opening out in the center of my line. Polk’s and
Johnsonw’s brigades had to be moved by the flank more than onece to
regain their trae positions.  Driving back the enemy’s skirmishers in the
face of a heavy fire of shot and shell, I encountered his first solid line
of battle at an average distance of three-fourths of a mile from the scene
of my bivouac of last night. The left of this line (opposite Wood’s and
Poll’s brigades) stretched through a large cedar brake; the right (oppo-
site Liddell’s and Johnson’s) through open ground. in many parts of
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the brake the enemy found natural breastworks of limestone rock. In
the open ground he covered most of his line behind a string of fence.
Opposite my left, where the ground was open, a sceond line of the enemy,
supported by artillery, could be seen a short distance in rear of his first.
Here was my first important fight of the day. It extended along my
whole line, and was participated in by MeNair’s brigade, of MceCown’s
division, which had been placed on my left, and which a few moments
before had surprised and driven the enemy from the ground over which
my left had passed. The fight was short and bloody, lasting about
twenty-five minutes, when the enemy gave way, both in the cedars and
open ground, and fled back on his second line, which was inmmediately
encountered in the woods, pastures, and open ground in rear of his
former position. His second line soon gave way, and beth went off to-
gether. My first fight may besaid to have ended here. Vs results were
important.

The Bighth Arkansas, of Liddells brigade, captured two stand of
colors.  They were handed to Colonel [John .| Kelly on the field by
Private James Riddle, of Company O, and Corpl. N. A. Horn, of Com-
pany Ii. In the rapid pursuit which followed, Colonel Kelly could not
carry them ; they were left on the field, and, 1 fear, appropriated by some
person who had no title to them.

The Second Arkansas [Infantry], of Liddells brigade, again encoun-
tered and defeated the Twenty-second Indiana (the same vegiment it had
8o severely handled at the battle of Perryville), wounding and capturing
its lieutenant-colonel. This brigade also captured two rifled cannon, with
suitable ammunition ; these Lieutenant Shanuon added to his battery,
and used on the enemy at subsequent periods of the battle. In Johnson’s
brigade, the Seventeenth Tennessee charged and captured a battery of
four guns. In Wood’s brigade, the Sixteenth Alabamma wounded and
captured the colonel and killed the lieutenant-colonel and major of the
One hundred and first Ohio. My losses were very severe, especially on
my left wing, where Johnson’s and LiddelPs hrigades suffered more than
in all the subsequent fighting of the day. InJohnson’s brigade, Colonel
[A. 8.] Marks, of the Seventeenth Tennessee (one of the best officers
In the division), was severely wounded. Major [H. C.] Ewin, Footy-
fourth Tennessee, was mortally wounded. Colonel [ Moses] White and
Lientenant-Colonel [R. D.] Frayser, Thirty-seventh Tennessee, were
wounded. Colonel [J. M.] Hughs, Twenty-fifth Tennessee, was wounded.
In Polk’s brigade, Majors [C. IL.| Carlton and [R. A.] Duncan, Fifteenth
and Thirteenth Arkansas, were wounded. In Wood’s brigade, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel [A. I1.] Helvenston and Major [J. H.| McGaughy, Sixteenth
Alabama, were wounded. In all, nine field officers, and a proportionate
numw ber of company officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates
were killed or wounded in this fight.

My division was now engaged in a rapid, buc not very orderly, pur-
suit of the enemy, which was continued until & fresh line of his infantry
and artillery came in view. This line was drawn up on the south side of,
and parallel to, the Wilkinson turnpike, its right vesting in open woods,
its lelt in open fields. It checked or pushed back portions of my com-
mand, which, in the ardor of pursuit, had advanced beyond the general
line. My whole division (the right of Johnsow’s brigade, which had de-
layed to replenish its ammunition, excepted) again engaged the enemy.
Advancing steadily in the face of a heavy fire of infantry aud artillery,
Liddell’s brigade, and the Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade,
drove back the enemy’s right. Wood’s and Poll’s brigades encountered
a more obstinate and protracted resistance to the open fields where they




846 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND 8W. VA. [Crar. XXXII Cmr. XXX11.| THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 847
fought; but here, too, suceess again rewarded the bravery of my men
The enemy were driven across the Wilkinson pike, and took refuge in
the woods and heavy cedar brake on the north side.  In this fight I eap
tured 2 hospitals, nearly 1,000 prisoners, a train of ammunition wagon
1 piece of artillery, 3 or 4 caissons, and 2 wagons loaded with medica
stores. Phe Federal General [J. W.] 8ill was killed near one of the
hospitals. The Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade, and the
Second A ‘kansas, of Liddell’s brigade, contend for the honor of having
first captured the hospital and killed General Sill.

My line was now far advanced beyond that of Withers and Cheatham,
I began to discover from the fiving that 1 was getting in vear of the
right flank of the enemy’s center. My right wing and left center were
exposed to a heavy enfilading five as they erossed the open ground near
the turnpike from a powerful battery planted near the novth side of the
pike.  Captain Hotehkiss, acting chief of artillery, placed Darden’s and
[J. H.] Calvert’s batteries in position, and boldly attacked the Parrott
and rifled artillery of the enemy. Wood’s brigade having moved back
to get a fresh sapply of ammunition, Brigadier-General Polk moved
forward, but was forced by the enfilading five to change front forward
on his first battalion, so as to place his line at right angles to the pike
and facing eastwardly. This done, he advanced and attacked the sup-
ports of the battery, while Hotchkiss, though greatly overmatched in
number and caliber of guns, continued to fire on them. The enemy
abandoned the position, leaving several picces of artillery, The Fifth
Confederate and First Arkansas passed through and beyond these guns
and fairly deserve the honor of having captured them. Colonel [P. B,
Hawkins, of the Eleventh Kentucky, commanding a TFederal brigade
was killed by the First Arlcansas [Infantry] during this fight. Relieved
of the enfilading fire, Brigadier-General Polk again changed front and
resumed his original line of advance.

In the mean time Wood’s brigade had come up and been ordered by
me to the left of Polk’s brigade. Johnson’s brigade had also come up,
and, like Polk’s, had been forced by the enfilading five to change front,
I had ordered Brigadier-General Johmson to throw forward a strong
;ompany of sharpshooters and advance on the battery to Pollk’s assist-
ance ; but just at this time the firing ceased, and 1 discovered the en-
emy had been driven back, as beforestated. 1 then changed the diree-
tion of Johnsow’s advance to correspond with Polk’s, and moved his
brigade on the right of Poll’s, whose guns were again heard in conflict
with the enemy. On examination, I found the enemy had made another
stand in a heavy cedar brake north of the Wilkinson pike, and in front
of where my right crossed it. He had again found natural breastworks
of limestone rock, and covered most of his line behind them. He made
an obstinate and destrnctive resistanee, during which Poll’s brigade
suffered a severe repulse ; but he was finally dislodged and driven from
the cedars.  Toward the close of this fight, Smith’s brigade, of Cheat-
haw’s division, under command of Colonel |A. J.] Vaughau, [jr.,] came
up on my left and rendered us material assistance.

In this fight Sergeant Lovin, of the Third Confederate Regiment, of
Wood’s brigade, captured a stand of colors, which I herewith transmit.
Lieut. Col. Don McGregor, of the First Arkansas, fell mortally wounded,
and Major [J. 1.] McReynolds, the last field officer of the Thirty-seventh
Tennessee, was mortally wounded.

The commanding oflicers of Brigadier-General Wood’s regiments again
reported their ammunition expended; he moved the brigade in rear of the
Wilkinson pike to procure a supply. While there information reached

General Hardee that the enemy was threatening our left flank, and he
ordered Wood's brigade to remain inthe rearand protect the trains. This
was the smallest brigade 1 had, numbering on the morning of the fight
not over 1,100 officers and men. 1t was without a battery, as before
explained ; was on the extreme right of my line (the most exposed posi-
tion) up to the time of crossing the pike, and at this time did not num-
ber 500.

~ The enemy was now driven out of the cedars in our front, but to the
right of my division he still remained undisturbed, and as T again at-
tempted to advance T found myseif flanked on the right and again ex-
posed to an enfilading fire. T therefore determined (o advance on a line
farther to the left, and where my right flank would not be so fearfully
exposed. With this view, 1 ordered General Johnson to move hisbrigade
to the left, where Liddells brigade would again conncet, with him.

- But here it would be proper to give a statement of the doings of Lid-
dell’s brigade since last mentioned as havin g driven back a line of the
enemy on the south side of the Wilkinson pike. While my other brigades
nelined to the right, as stated, Brigadier-General Liddell moved diago-
nally to the Ieft for a considerable distance throngh open woods.  He met
be enemy on the far edge of these woods and drove him over the crest
~of the high ground beyond. Throwing forward skirmishers, it was found
he had made another stand in the valley of Overalls Creek, 400 or 500
_yards beyond theerest. Liddell moved his battery to theerestand drove
him back until he disappeared from view behind the embankment of the
Nashville railroad. From the high point where his battery now was, Lid-
dell was in full view of the Nashville turnpike and the enemy’s trains,
He opened with his artillery on one portion of the train, while General
- Wharton, with the cavalry, charged another.  The trains disappeared in
haste and confusion. At this time Liddells brigade was the extreme left
of the infantry of the army, and there was a gap of three-quarters of a
~mile between his right and the left of the other portion of the division.
I'determined to unite the division opposite this gap and advance. [
ordered Johnson to move on the left of Poll’s brigade, and at the same
“time sent orders to Brigadier-General Liddell to move his brigade by the
right flank until he had reconnected with Johnson’s hrigade.

While these commands were being executed, 1 met a brigade of Me-
Cown’s division retreabing in great disorder. | thouk this brigade must
have attempted to advance through the gap in my division and been
repulsed.

By moving inward and uniting in the gap mentioned, my division
again advanced on a line midway between the diverging lines whicl the
two portions had before pursued. 1 advinced with four brigades, dis-
posed asfollows: Poll’s brigade on the vight, Liddells on the left, Smith’s
brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the right center, Johnson’s the left cen-
ter. I had not moved 100 yards when Liddells brigade became hotly
engaged with a line of the eneiny drawn up across a neck of woods and
prolonged into the fields on each side. This, I thirk, was a continuation
to the left of the same line which my other brigades had defeated farther
~ to the right, or it may have been the line which had caused the repulse
of McCown’s division (just mentioned) and which was pursuning. How-
_ ever this be, Liddell met the enemy here in force and engaged in the most

obstinately contested and (to the enemy) most destructive ight which
had yet occurred. Not until Liddell had closed within 25 paces of him
would the portion of his line in the woods give way.

Caionel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas, and Colonel [S. G.| Smith, of
the Bixth and Seventh Arkansas, were wounded here.
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Lieutenant-Colonel [John B.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, bore the
colors of his regiment through the hottest of the fight, and by his own
bright example encouraged his men to despise danger.

J. K. Leslie, a brave and intelligent private of Company C, of this
regiment, captured a beautiful stand of colors belonging to one of the
enewmy’s regiments of regulars. This flag | also herewith transmit.

The enemy gave way and fled, leaving a large number of dead behind
him. Johunsow’s, Smitl’s, and Poll’s brigades moved rapidly in pursuit,
obliquing to the left as they advanced. Liddell rapidly reformed his line
and followed, en éehelon, about 100 yards in rear of Johnson. My orders,
frequently received from General Hardee during the day, being to push
the enemy, and, it possible,give him no time to rally or select positions,
I did not halt the division or lose any time in rectifying distances or
alignments.  The line had not advanced a quarter of a mile when a fresh
line of the enemy was discovered in open fields. e was supported by
numerous and well-served batteries. At this time I had but one bat-
tery (LiddellPs).  Poll’s could not follow through the heavy woods and
Johnsow’s had been ordered by General Hardee to remain in reserve
near the Wilkinsou pike. My line advanced steadily, pouring in a deadly
fire, and drove the enemy across a small dirt road.  That portion of his
line opposite Johnson rallied behind a fence on the far side of the dirt
road, but was driven from there also, when lis whole line disappeared
in the cedar woods, which here border the Nashville pike, and were close
behind him.  Still another line of the enemy showed itself on the edge
of these cedars. A heavy five of small-arms was immediately directed
apon him. He fled back in the woods, leaving the ground in front of
Johmson’s brigade thickly covered with dead and wounded. TFollowing
up their suceess, our men gained the edge of the cedars—Johnson’s bri-
gade capturing a battery of Parrott guns—and were almost on the Nash-
ville turnpike, in rear of the original center of Roscerans’ army, sweep-
ing with their fire his only line of communication with Nashville; but it
was now after 3 o’clocl ; my men had had little or no vest the night be-
fore; they had been ighting since dawn, without relief, food, or water ;
they were comparatively without the support of artillery, for the ad-
vanee had been too rapid to enable my single battery to get in position
and answer the enemy ; their ammunition was again nearly exhausted,
and our ordnance trains could not follow.

At this eritical moment the enemy mebt my thinned ranks with another
fresh line of baitle, supported by a heavier and closer artillery fire than
I had yet eneountered. A veport also spread, which 1 believe was true,
that we were flanked on the vight.  This was more than our men counld
stand.  Smith’s brigade was driven back in great confusion.  Polk’s and
Johmsor’s followed.  Ag onr broken ranks went back over the fields be-
fore the five of this fresh line, the enemy opened five on our right fank
from several batteries which they had concentrated on an eminence near
the railroad, inflicting a heavier loss on Polk’s brigade than it had sof
fered inall the previoas fighting of the day.  The division was rallied
on the edge of the opposite woods, about 400 yards in rear of the scene
of disaster, though some of the men could not be stopped uutil they
reached the Wilkinson pike.  Liddells hrigade, en échelon on my extreme
lett, wis not engaged in this last fight and was moved back in good order
to the line wheve the other hrigades vallied.  Here 1 reformed my divis-
ion as rapidly as possibie, Polk’ brigade on the right, Johusow’s in the
center, and Liddel?s on the left. A (resh sapply of ammunition was
served ont, and I waited in momentary expectation for an advanee of the
enemy inoverwhelming foree.  He never advanced a foot, and the ques.
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tion presented itself, Ought I to again advance? I was now in posses-
sion of 3 miles of ground conquered from the enemy, large numbers of
prisoners, cannon, and small-arms. Another repulse, and I might lose
all these and cause the demoralization and destruction of my division.
L immediately reported the sitnation to General Hardee, and was or-
dered by him to hold the ground I had woun, rest, and reorganize my
division and await further orders. Pushing my pickets well forward, I
bivouacked in line of battle on the same line which the division rallied
on after the repulse.

On the morning of January 1, there were rumors that the enemy was
retreating. I was ordered by General Hardee to push forward, feel the
enemy, and ascertain the true state of affairs in our front. Liddell’s
brigade was moved forward and to the left, and drove the enemy’s skir-
mishers back at least a quarter of a mile, and beyond a white house
used as a Iederal hospital, and situated on the small dirt road near
which our last fight of the day before oceurred.

During this fight Lieatenant-Colonel [F. J.] Cameron, Sixth and Sev-
enth Arkansas Regiment, was wounded.

Liddell again swept the Nashville turnpike with his artillery, and
greatly disturbed the enemy’s trains, which could be seen on and near
it.  Receiving another message from General Hardee to the effect that
he had ordered me to feel the enemy, and could not hear my guns, and
at the same time receiving information from General Liddell that he
was in line of battle near the hospital just mentioned, and needed im-
mediate support on his right, I ordered General Wood to move his bri-
gade forward cauntiously, and support Liddell on the right, but I also
informed him that the object was merely to ascertain whether the en-
emy was still in force in our front, not to bring on a general battle.
Wood’s brigade moved forward, and I moved Johnson’s skirmishers
forward en échelon on Wood’s right flank, so as to protect him as much
as possible.  'Wood’s brigade formed line close to the dirt road last men-
tioned, and immediately became hotly engaged with a very large force
of the enemy, which advanced on him out of the cedars where our repulse
of the day before occurred. He found that Liddell was not on his
left, as expected, having previously fallen back; he also discoverec. that
the enemy were flanking him on the left with another heavy force. At
this time he received an order direct from General Hardee not to bring
on a general battle. He ceased firing and fell back, leaving several
killed and wounded on the ground. Some of the men of the Forty-fifth
Mississippi Regiment had gone so far ahead that retreat was impossible;
they remained where they were, and fell into the hands of the enemy.
Wood must have lost nearly 100 in killed, wounded, and prisoners in
this fight. It was now clear the enemy was still in force in my front,
and I so reported it.

On Friday morning, January 2, I was satisfied that the enemy was
fortitying his position. On consultation with my brigade commanders,
I addressed a note to General Hardee, which I requested him to forward
to General Bragg, stating this important fact, and that I feared, if my
single, and now reduced, line was pushed on the enemy in his fortified
position, the result would prove very disastrous, but that I believed I
could hold a defensible position against any assault of the enemy.

Semple’s battery rejoined me on the Ist.  On the 2d, Friday evening,
I was ordered to send four of his guns to support an attack about to be
made by Major-General Breckinridge’s division. My acting chief of ar-
tillery, Captain Hotchkiss, having been twice wounded while gallantly
discharging his duty, I ordered him to quit the feld (which he reluc-
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tantly did) and directed Captain Semple to act as chief of artillery. Cap-
tair. Semple sent four of his 12-pounders, under Lieutenant [BE. J.] Fitz-
patrick, to General Breckinridge’s division. In the desperate conflict
which took place on the right that evening, this battery bore a conspic-
uous part.  Out of 45 men and officers, 20 were killed and wounded ;
among them Lieut. Joseph Pollard, who is represented as having fought
most bravely, and only yielded when his leg and arm were both broken;
14 horses were killed and wounded, and one piece of artillery was lost.
For details of the noble conduct of this battery in the fight, I refer you
to the report of Captain Semple, herewith sent. )

About L1 o’clock that night the enemy made a reconnaissance in force
in front of my division ; he was driven back by my skirmishers. Tmme-
diately afterward I received orders to withdraw my pickets and resume
the position held by me on the morning of December 30, on the right of
the army, in rear of Breckinridge’s division. ere I remained, endur-
ing the incessant cold rain of that night and next day, until 11 p. m. of
the 3d, when T commenced retreating on Manchester.

After the battles of Wednesday, I collected a large number of guns
and sent them to General Bragg’s chief of ordnance. 1 also got several
artillery horses, with which [ replaced most of the disabled horses in my
batteries; also a large quantity of artillery ammunition, harness, and
other articles necessary in batteries.

To the courage and patriotism of the officers and men, the good disci-
pline which existed among them, and the unexpected suddenness of the
attack, are alone due the suceess which attended my advance upon the
enemy’s right.  With the exception of the wheel of my division, directed
by General Hardee, on the morning of the great battle, there was no
strategic movement attempted. Tt was one determined charge, some-
times checked, and even repulsed, by the enemy s sometimes delayed to
procure a fresh supply of ammunition, but ever renewed and successful,
until McCool’s Federal corps of 18,000 men, composing the right wing
of Rosecrans’ army, had been swept away, and two or three lines of his
suceessors had shared the same fate.

To Brigadier-Geunerals Johnson, Wood, and Polk, and Colonel Vaughan,
commanding Smith’s brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the conntry is
indebted for their great exertions on this oceasion. Brigadier-General
Liddell led his brigade with a skill, courage, and devotion which, I believe,
saved my left flank from being turned by the enemy.

I found the following officers of my staft very efficient in this battle ;
they were at their posts all the time, and discharged their difficult
duties with a courage, promptness, and intelligence not often equaled,
viz: Col. W. W, Kirkland, chicf of staft; Maj. Calhoun Benham, assist-
ant inspector-general; Capt. Irving A. Buck, assistant adjutant-general;
Lieats. J. W. Jetton and J. K. Dixon (the latter was wounded); Capt.
T. R. Hotchkiss (wounded); John M. Johnson, ¢hief surgeon ; Surg. J.H,
Brskine, chicl inspector. Dy, Johnson showed the same zeal, courage,
and energy in this battle which has distinguished him on every other
occasion, and made me feel that my division was very fortunate in having
secured his services.

In addition to the officers and men already nentioned in my report,
the following officers and men have been brought to my notice for dis-
tinguished services on the field. [ hope it will be considered no dispar-
agement of the services of other brave men of my di vision, some of whom
laid down their lives or lost limbs on this field, if their gallant deeds
have been overlooked in this report.

In Wood’s brigade I must specially mention the following ofticers and
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men of the Sixteenth Alabama, viz: Col. W. B. Wood and Adjt. B. A.
Wilson (wounded) ; Captaiu[William] Hodges, Company F i L]entenal\xt
C.] Davis, Company B; Lieutenant [G. W. W.] J(_)n‘cs, bomp:my G
E‘;ieutenant [G.] Pride, Company A ; Lieutenant [C. I?. Carson, Company
C, who remained fighting after he was wounded ; Lieutenant [D. O.]
Warren, Company I'; Lieutenant [Thomas J.] Salter, Company D, who
yas wounded, but returned to the field the moment his wound was
dressed; Sergt. Maj. Robert H. Cherry and Private IHarvey (;‘5. :%argent,,
of Company I1; Privates William Boyce and James Peeden,:n‘ Company
G; Sergeant Bowen, Company IT; Sergt. H. W. Rutland, Company A
Privates Peter White, Company F; Robert Williams, Company B, and
H. D. Smith, Company A ; the latter, wounded in both legs, deserves
promotion. In the Torty-fifth Mississippi : Licutenant-Colonel [R.]
Charlton, Major [Ii. I.] Nunn, Adjt. Frank Foster, ir, Sergeants As-
berry, Doolittle, Morrison, Vaughan, Stewart, Lieut. G. W. Wll]l&l}ls.,
Sergeant-Major Kern, Corporals Mallett, Hackler, and Read, and I' ri-
vate McChadin. Corporal Read volunteered to carry the colors after
the color-bearer had been shot down. e is well qualified as an officer,
and ought to be promoted. In the Thirty-third Alabama: Colonel
[Samuel] Adams, Captains [W. I8.] Dodson and Thomas Seay (sev‘erely
wounded, in advance), Sergeant-Major Mizell (mortally wounded), Corpl.
Isaac R. Smith, Company C; Sergeant Stewart, Company H ; Privates
Byrd, Company 1; Foster, Company I3, and Riley, Company D. Iu‘t,he
Third Confederate: Major [J. I'.] Cameron. Wood’s Sharpshooters : Cap-
tain [A. T.] Hawkins. ] o
Polk’s Brigade.—In Fifth Confederate : Col. J. A. Smith and Adjt. F.
T. Smith. In First Arkansas: Colonel [John W.| Colquitt, Lieut. Col.
Don McGregor, Adjt. S. N. Greenwood, Captain [William A.] Alex;
ander, Company I (wounded); Captain [W. H.] Scales, Com[mny ©
(wounded) ; Captain [O. I°.] Parrish, Company D (wounded); Lieut.
John L. Letson (wounded); Corpls. Green M. McKenzie, Jomp;u‘ly A
(killed) ; John 8. I, Hemphill, Company B (wonnded) ; l,’rlvuh‘ﬁs G.W.
Sallee, Company C; J. C. Bogy, Company D ; W. W. Chaney, ‘(Jmmmny
E; Hardee J.Bullion, Company IF,and A. P.Green, Company G (killed) ;
James Beeson, Company I ; John 1. Curd, Company I.(.kllled) ; Orean
C. Choat, Company K (killed). In Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkan-
sas: Capt. Thomas H. Osborne, Companies B and H, Fifteenth Arkan-
sas; Lieut. Johm Dolan, Company A, Thirteenth Arkansas, ought to be
promoted ; Color-bearer Felix E. Lipe, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded);
First Sergt. J. M. Harkleroad, Company I, Iifteenth Arkansas; Pri-
vate William Sandford, Company E, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded),
ought to be promoted ; Lieut. William [IL] Pearce and Captain [W. H.
Kinsey, IPifteenth Arkansas. In Fifth Tennessee: Col. B. J. Hill, wel
worthy of promotion. Calvert’s Battery : Joseph Lemon, color-bearer,
deserves promotion. ) .
Liddells Brigade—In Second Arkansas: Lieutenants [H. C.| Collier
and [B. I..] Clegg, 1 fear killed ; Licutenant Colonel [Reuben I.] Harvey,
Japtain [J. K] Phillips, Company I¥, ought to be promoted ; Lieuten-
ants [O. S.] Emerson, Company A ; [M. D.] Brown, Company K, and
R. Ii.] Smith, Company G. In Eighth Arkansas: Adjutant [II. J.]
LcCurdy, a brave young sold er (killed) ; Licutenant [S. B.] C(zle, Com-
pany I; Lieut. Calvin East, Company I ; Licut. T\ I. Beard, Company
F (killed); Licutenant [W. M.] Bass, Company Ii; Captain [V\:. H.|
Lankford, Company A ; Licutenant [B. A.] Terrett, Company K. In
Fifth Arkansas: Captain [A. B.] Washington, Company K; Prl\'ztt_,es
John Atkinson, Company O; B. W. Maret, Company 1, and OC. Mattix,
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Company F. This soldier was too badly wounded to carry his gun. He
asked to be allowed to carry the colors, and did so through the rest of
the day. Three color-bearers had been shot down previously. In Sixth
a)nd Seventh Arkansas: Captain [J. W.] Martin, Lieutenant [J. A.]
]‘\ecve{s, and Captain [S. C.] Brown, ever foremost in leading their men;
Captains [J. G.] Fletcher, [W. B.] Wilkerson, and [M. M.| Duffie
(wounded) ; Sergeant-Major Eddins, Sergeaut Bratton, Company H;
Private Hulse, Company K ; the color-bearer, whose name has not been
furnished to me.

Johnsow's Brigade—In Twenty-fifth Tennessee: Capt. A. Green

Jompany G; Capt. G. H. Swope, Company I1; Tirst Lieut. D. S,
Walker, Company D. In Forty-fourth Tennessee: Maj. H. C. Ewin
and Capt. Samuel Stiles, Company A ; Adjt. R. G. Cms's, Lieutenants
[I. M.] Kelso, Company B; [J. W.| Dickins, Company C; [W. H.]
(‘}ll)l)s, Company 175 A. P, Forester, Company K (\\'()ll‘ll(](‘,d); Color-
Sergt. M. J. Turner and Corpl. LS. Berry, Company I (wounded);

Jorpl. Johm W. Gill, Company 19 (killed) ; Privates J. D. Stone, Oomz
pany B; S, G. Hefling Company C (killed); B. . Ilargroves, Company
1 (wounded); James D. Crenshaw, Company H (wounded), and J. M.
Sellers, Company K. In Twenty-third Tennessee: Capt. N. R. Allen
Company 185 Capt. W. I. Harder, Company G ; Privates Henry Ct
Haynes, Company 13, and Stephen M. Foster, Company C. In Seven-
teenth Tennesseo : Adjt. Jammes [B.] Fitzpatrick.

I wish to call particular attention to the gallant conduct of Sergt.
William N. Cameron, color-bearer of T'wenty-fifth Tennessee Regiment.
In the last fight he advanced in front of his regiment so far that when
it fell back he was unable to follow, and was captured. ITe tore the
colors from the staff, concealed them upon his person, and made _his
escape from Bowling Green, bringing with him the flag of the Twenty-
fifth Tennessee Regiment. )

In conclusion, I would state that I carried into the fight 6,045 men
out of which I lost 2,081 killed, wounded, and missing. ’

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. R. CLEBURNE,
Major-General.
Maj. T. B. Roy,
Chicef of Staff, Hardee’s Corps.

No. 254.

Report of Brig. Gen. Lucius E. Polk, C. S. Army, commanding First Bri-
gade.

HEADQUARTERS POLK’S BRIGADE,
January 13, 1863,

Sir : In obedience to circular of January 10, I submit the following
report of the operations of my brigade in the battle before Murfreesbor-
ough:

My brigade was arranged in the following order from left to right:
IFifth Confederate, irst Arkansas ['lnl'n‘ntr‘\?], Second and Fifth Ten-
nessee, and Thirteenth and Fifteenth Avkansas Regiments.
~ On the evening of December 30, 1862, 1 received orders from the divis-
ion comuiander to move my brigade from its position (the extreme right
of our line of battle) across Stone’s River to the lefv of General Cheat-
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ham’s division. This having been accomplished by 9 o’clock at night,
I remained in line of battle until nearly 7 o’clock on the morning of the
31st. At that time I again received orders from division commander to
wheel my command to the right, keeping the right connected with Gen-
eral Cheatham’s left.  General Cheatham’s division not moving at same
moment, I found if 1 attempted to keep with his line 1 should become
separated from the division, then advancing. General W ood,about this
time, having been ordered to my right by Lieutenant-General Hardee,
and General Cheatham having commenced to move up, I continued my
move, gaining ground slightly to the left. About 7.30 o’clock, and before
T had moved more than 700 yards, I received word from Colonel [B. J.1
Hill that my right had commenced to engage the enemy in a grove of
cedars near the old Franklin dirt road. I did not believe at first that
the enemy could be so near us, having understood that we were support-
ing General McCown. Riding to the place, 1 was received by a volley
from the enemy, resulting in the severe wounding of my orderly (Mike
Connell). In a few moments my entire line advanced across the Ifrank-
lin dirtroad, entered this cedar brake, and engaged the enemy all along
the line. In a very short time, by the aid of Captain [J. H.] Calvert’s
battery, we succeeded in driving the enemy out of the cedars in great
confusion. Here Major Carlton, Captain Dixon, and Lieut. William H.
Pearce, Fifteenth Arkansas Regiment, were wounded while gallantly
leading their men.

Tollowing them closely as we could, we encountered them again in a
woods pasture immediately in our front, in direction of Wilkinson Cross-
Roads pike. After a few moments fighting, we succeeded in breaking
their lines, and again they fell back in much confusion.  I'rom this posi-
tion, after having reformed my line, I advanced in & line parallel to Wil-
kinson pike, General Wood on my right and General Johnson on my left
en dehelon, with the exception of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment
(which was in advance) of his (Johnson’s) brigade. Advancing through
the pasture, the enemy were seen posted across an open field near one
of their hospitals and only a few hundred yards of the pike. My brigade
was obliged to move across this open field with the enemy’s artillery and
infantry playing upon them. This they did most gallantly, cavsing the
enemy to fall back across the pike under heavy undergrowth of cedars.
Getting possession at this place of four or five ordnance wagons, which
were sent to the rear, I again moved on, but did not proceed far when
the enemy’s batteries, posted across a corn-field on the vight of the pike,
commenced playing fearfully upon my ranis. Iere Captain [Charles
P.] Moore, Second Tennessee, was killed, and many other officers of that
regiment.  (Sec Colonel [W. D.] Robison’s report.*)

The battery was so placed, by moving straight forward my line would
have been enfiladed. To prevent this, my brigade was wheeled to the
right. At this time, Captain Hotchkiss sending me word that he had
three batteries that required supporting, 1 left two of my smallest regi-
ments and moved the rest farther to the left, for the purpose of trying
to move the enemy’s batteries. The Fifth Confederate here first en-
gaged the infantry supporting these batteries, and in a few moments
(the Pirst Arkansas arriving in position) their infantry gave way and
their batteries changed their position, with the exception ol four guns
that fell into the hands of the Fifth Confederate and First Arkansas,
and in cagerness of pursuit were passed over.

From this place T moved on with my brigade, the regiments left in

*Not found.
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supportof the batteries having come up and discovered the cnemy again
preparved to make a stand, having taken a strong position on a cedar
hill, with rocks so placed by naturve as to atford great protection. The
enemy in this place made a most obstinate stand, and it was only after
a bloody fight and one repulse we succeeded in moving them. Here
Lient. Col. Don MecGregor, First Arkansas, was mortally wounded.
General Johnson at this time was on my right.

Moving from that position, I found several batteries of the enemy
posted on the railroad, near Nashville turnpike. Thinking T might sue-
ceed by going to the left in capturing them, I moved from here, Generals
Johnson’s and Preston Smith’s brigades on my left, and General Lid-
dell’s brigade to the left of Johnsow’s.  We did not go far before we dis-
covered the enemy half advanced across an open field in our front in
good and strong line of battle. It required the work of only a few mo-
ments to break this line and drive them back in cedar brakes to the
right of a small dirt road running parallel to the railroad, we pushing
on after them, and had reached the cedars, and got almost in rear of
their batteries posted on the railroad, when in turn we were driven
back in great confusion, and with (he heaviest loss wo had sustained
during the day, their batteries near the railroad and infantry making
fearful havoe in our ranks as we retreated. Ilere Adjutant [F. T.]
Smith, of the Iifth Confederate Regiment, fell, badly if not mortally
wounded, c¢heering his men and bearing the colors of his regiment in
advance.

Most of my brigade were rallied on the slope of a hill in a cedar grove
near the place. We remained for two days in line of battle; others could
not be stopped until they reached the turnpike. My men at the time
they were repulsed were much jaded, having been fighting since early
in the morning, without any rest, and had nearly exhausted their am-
munition. ~As soon as ammunition could be furnished, I gave the men
a full supply, and moved my brigade in the woods and took position, en
échelon, on the left from General Preston’s brigade. Tn this position I

received orders from General Clebarne to take my position on the right -

of his line of battle (I hope it will not be out of place for me to remark
here that 1 believe ift between the hours of 12 and 2 o’clock we could
have been re-enforced and rested by another line of battle, that we would
have succeeded in getting possession of the railroad and Nashville turn-
pike, thereby cutting their lines of communication and getting directly in
their rear), where I remained until the night of January 2, my advanced
sentinels being engaged in skirmishing with the enemy night and day.

About 10 o¢lock of this night the enemy made a sudden dash in heavy
line of skirmishers, supported by a line of battle, upon my advanced line
of sentinels.

In this attack I would fail in my duty if T did not mention the gallant
behavior of Captain Osborne, Pifteenth Arkansas, and Major [R. J.]
Person, Fifth Confederate Reziments.  1Te was repulsed with consid-
crable loss; how great I cannot say, as before morning T was ordered
to move my brigade to its old position, back across Stone’s River, to the
place 1 oceupied on the morning of December 30, [1862.

My brigade was not again under fire, and on Saturday night, January
3, I moved on the Mauchester pilke.

I with pleasure refer to the bearing of officers and men of my bri
gade.  Golonel [J. W.| Colquitt, First Arkansas; Colonel [W. D.] Rob-
ison and Lientenant-Colonel [W. J.] Iale, Second Tennessee Regi-
ments, were conspicuous among those who distinguished themselves
Colonel | B. J.] T, Fifth Tennessee, and Colonel [J. A.| Smith, Fifth
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v 1 ety . O i '3 th 1
Confederate Regiments, acted with great courage .(unl judgmen
recommend botl{f of thoée gallant officers to your favorable notice as
deserving of promotion. I refer you to the colonels’ n:ports‘of other
officers who acted with great gallantry. My thanks are due Capts. W.
A. King and H. 8. Otey, of my staff, for the assistance they gave me
upon the field. o )

I)I carried in the fight, in round numbers, 1,343, My loss in killed, 30;

wounded, 298 ; missing, 18; total, 346. L. B. POLEK,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Capt. IrviNG A. BUOK
Assistant Adjutant- deneral.

No. 256.
Report of Lieut. Thomas J. Key, Helena Battery.

ARTILLERY CAMP,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 23, 1863,

GENERAL: On the morning of December 31, 1862, Oaptain [J. H.]
Calvert’s battery moved forward on the left wing of the Confederate
Army, supporting General Polk’s brigade. Skirmishing be_gan before
the shades of night had fled, and by day-dawn the rattle o'f.musketry
extended far off to our right, and at the first charge the Abolition hordes
gave way, save a brigade which was concealed in a dark cedar grove
and behind large rocks, and to dislodge them Colonel H ill ggnt to my
battery for one piece of artillery, which was immediately (l]sl)atcllgd,
under charge of Lieutenant TPitzpatrick. After the right wing of L‘he
enemy had been driven a mile, one of their batteries was discovered
firing upon General Polk’s lines, and immediately my battery rushed in
advance of the brigade in open field and engaged the enemy. So soon
as we opened upon the enemy’s artillery it returned the fire with deadly
aim, wounding 1 man and killing 3 horses. My artillery killed the Ab(.)-
lition captain, 1 sergeant, and 2 or 3 cannoneers, and cut down 1 of his
caissons and a number of horses. The battery was silenced and made
a hasty retreat. With all possible speed the harness was cut from my
dead horses, and [I] moved forward in pursuit of the enemy.

The next point of attack was near the Nashville and Franklin pike,
where the Abolition infantry had enseonced themselves in a dense forest
of timber, and were awaiting the advance of our forces to mow them
down as they pursued over an open field. ’J‘.lus battery began E{hellln(glr
the woods, and routed the Abolitionists in front, but they rallied an
renewed the attack on our left, and promptly we n!rned our guns upon
them, and they were hurled back in confusion, regiment rushing upon
regiment, in disorder, into the immense cedar thickets. ,

The fourth place of action was, after we had pursued the enemy’s bat-
-eries into the elustering cedars, near the railroad, where they were
masked. At this period the sounds of the battle carnage that pro-
ceeded from that gloomy forest of cedars and towering oalf‘s were ap-
palling, grand, and awful as ever fell upon the ear of the her(: of a
hundred battles” The contest was unequal and desperate. Their
rifle guns could throw canister as far as ours could gpherlcal case, and
in order to prevent annihilation we were forced to withdraw.
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The fifth position was in the field west of the enemy’s concentrated
artillery, where we fought them until we had exhausted our ammuni-
tion, losing in this engagement one of our bravest and most expert No
1 cannoneers. The enemy turned a triple number of pieces upon us, and
the missiles of death fell among us singing, whizzing, bursting, and crash-
ing through the trecs, as it Mount Vesuvius had at one instant poured
all its pent-up furies into our midst. Our escape from beneath those
powerful guns was fortunate, if not miraculous.

The sixth and last action was near that same intertwined and matted
grove of cedars. Here also the contest was unequal. It was in this
engagement that Lieutenant Iitzpatrick lost his left hand by a canister,
and a cannoneer’s head was shot oft, and a number of horses were killed,
and one howitzer slightly damaged. IPinding that we could not move
the enemy from his strong position, and that smooth-bore guns could
not cope with Parrott and rifled guns, we withdrew from the contest.

The battery lost 3 men killed, 1 officer and 4 men wounded, 10 horses
killed and wounded, and 4 sets of harness.  We drove the Abolitionists
from three positions, and in turn were driven from a like number.

The officers on Wednesday, the 31st, passed through the battle-storm
with cool and lofty courage, and the men stood firmly to their guns, and
showed their devotion to their country’s cause by overcoming and extin-
guishing fear.

Respectfully, yours,
THOMAS J. KEY,
[Lieutenant| Commanding Helena Battery.

No. 256.

Report of Brig. Qen. St. John R. Liddell, O. 8. Army, commanding Second
Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS LIDDELL’S BRIGADE,
Wartrace, Tenn., January 10, 1863,

MaJgor: On the evening of the 30th ultimo my command was placed,
by order of Major-General Cleburne, on the extreme left of the division,
on the prolongation of Major-General Cheatham’s line, with orders to
move, by continued change of direction, to the right, to conform to the
movements of General Cheatham’s ecommand in advancing upon the
enemy. The line of battle I judge to have been over 24 miles in length,
and my movements had necessarily to be rapid to keep pace with the
wheel of the line of battle, the pivot being on the right. This move-
ment commenced a little after daylight, and after marching about 1 mile
we came upon a brigade of Major-General McCown, which had just re-
pulsed a regiment of the enemy. In a moment’s conversation with Gen-
eral McCown, he wished me to take position in advance, as his men were
somewhat exhausted by the fight. I proposed, instead, that he should
move by the left flank and allow me to move up in line with his com-
mand, thus placing him on my left, which was readily consented to and
done. We then moved forward in line, and almost immediately engaged
the enemy. This, I suppose, was about 8.30 a. m. My battery was im-
mediately placed in position on an eminence in rear of the line, and opened
fire upon the enemy, who were posted behind a fenee in front of us, about
76 yards distant, with another line 150 yards farther in their rear, in the
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woods, from which position they had heavy batteries playing upon our
line. After a contest lasting about half an hour, we repulsed the front
line, driving it back upon the second, which also gave way upon our
approach, after a short struggle. Here I lost sight of Brigadier-General
Johnson’s left, and continued to move straight forward against the
enemy, with General McCown still on my left.  We continued the pur-
suit, constantly skirmishing, until we reached a house, which was after-
ward found to be a hospital, where we re-engaged and drove back the
enemy’s second line of defense. My battery was here pushed forward
within 60 yards of the hospital, and fired upon the retreating foe, now
crossing the Wilkinson turnpike. My men continued the pursuit across
the turnpike, when they were halted to wait for ammunition, to obtain
which I dispatched Lieutenant [J. I..] Bostick, my aide-de-camp, to Gen-
eral McCown, who was near a house some 300 yards to the left of the
hospital, with his command. Meanwhile my own ammunition arrived
and supplied me.

In passing the hospital in advance, I was called upon by the Yankee
officers to protect them, as there were a great many prisoners and
wounded men in and around it and among the numerous tents in the
inclosure. I left one man in charge of it, and told him to proclaim it as
under my protection, and then passed on with my brigade. 1 refused
taking any prisoners, as I did not wish to be delayed in my forward
movement, or to lose the men necessary to guard them, but ordered
prisoners reporting to me to remain there or move to the rear and pro-
claim themselves as my prisoners. I do not know what became of them
afterward, though I think they were subsequently taken by General
Johnson’s brigade. It was at this point, in rear of the hospital, that
the Federal General Sill wag killed by the Second Arkansas Regiment
gnfantry], while being engaged with the enemy at the hospital, Colonel

ovan ordering his men to fire at officers on horses near the building.
I forgot to mention that in the first engagement [Lieutenant-]Colonel
[Thomas B.] Tanner, T'wenty-second Indiana Regiment, was left wounded
on the field and became a prisoner.

The brigade being now supplied with ammunition, after having crossed
the Wilkinson turnpike, was rapidly pushed forward througl. the woods
a quarter of a mile or more, and coming up with the enemy on the edge
of a field, which opened in view of a chureh, in some open woods on
Overall’s Creek, some 500 yards distant on our left, and engaged him,
driving him in confusion over the crest of a hill beyond. Finding my-
self alone at this point, with no support on my right or left, I halted my
command in the woods near the fence, and threw forward a line of skir-
mishers to reconnoiter and develop the enemy, not then visible from our
position. Lieuts. J. M. Dulin and [J. I..] Bostick, of my staff, who had
gone forward with the skirmishers, immediately returned and reported
the enemy in line of battle in the valley of Overall’s Creek, some 400 or
500 yards distant from the crest of the hill. I at once ordered forward
my battery to the crest of the hill, and directed it to fire upon him, as I
was in good supporting distance with the brigade. This was done with
decided effect, resulting in turning the enemy back and driving himn from
view behind the railroad embankment. The turnpike road at this time
was filled with trains of wagons moving in the direction of Nashville,
which the Texas cavalry charged, and I ordered the battery to fire upon
that part of the train to the right of the cavalry, which caused the train
to break in confusion and seek shelter behind the embankment of the
railroad. While this change of route by the enemy was taking place, I
continued firing as long as any of the train and enemy appeared in view.



