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against the enemy’s forces in the vicinity of Triune and Murfreesbor.
ough:

On the morning of the 26th ultimo, in compliance with instructions
received from the general commanding the right wing, I broke up camp
at Saint James’ Chapel, on Mill Creek, and advanced upon Nolensville,
via the Edmondson pike, as far as Prin’s blacksmith shop ; from thence
my advance was over a rugged country road, rendered almost impassa-
ble by the incessant rain, which had been falling in torrents during the
entire morning.

The enemy’s pickets were discovered by my cavalry escort, composed
of Company B, Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteers, under command of Cap-
tain Sherer, within a few miles of our camp. This small force of cavalry
being the only mounted force under my command, 1 ordered them to the
front, with instructions to drive in the enemy’s pickets, and to attack
him on his lanks at every opportunity. So effectually was this done,
that the infantry and artillery were enabled to move with little inter-
ruption to within a mile of Nolensville. By this time I had learned,
from reliable information, through citizens as well as cavalry scouts,
that the enemy occupied the town in some force, both of cavalry and
artillery.

The First Brigade, consisting of the Twenty-second Indiana, Seventy-
fourth, Seventy-fifth, and Fifty-ninth Illinois Regiments, and the Fifth
Wisconsin Battery, commanded by Col. P. Sidney Post, was immedi-
ately deployed for an advance upon the town. Pinney’s (Fifth Wiscon-
sin) battery was posted so as to command the town and all approaches
from the southwest. The enemy’s eavalry was seen by this time taking
position on a range of hills southwest of the town, and was evidently
attempting to flank our position. A few shells {rom Pinney’s battery
soon caused them to fall back. A battery, which by this time they had
succeeded in getting into position, opened fire, but was, after a few
rounds, silenced by Pinney’s guns.

The Second Brigade, cousisting of the Twenty-first and Thirty-eighth
Illinois, Fifteenth Wisconsin, and One hundred and first Ohio Regi-
ments, and the Second Minnesota Battery, commanded by Colonel Car-
lin, had by this time formed a line of battle on Post’s right, and, moving
rapidly forward, soon engaged the enemy’s dismounted cavalry in a
sharp skirmish.

The Third Brigade, consisting of the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-fif a
Hlinois, Bighty-first Indiana Regiments, and the Eighth Wiscon 4n
Battery, commanded by Colonel Woodruff, was deployed on the right,
80 as to check any effort which might be made to attack my flank from
this direction. Carlin advanced in excellent order, driving everything
before him, until ordered to halt, having dislodged the enemy from his
position entirely.

By this time I ascertained that the enemy would probably make an-
other effort to resist our advance about 2 miles farther on; and, not-
withstanding it was late in the afternoon, and the men were much
fatigued from a hard day’s march through rain and mud, I eould not
forego the opportunity thus offered in giving them another chance to
signalize their courage and endurance. Ascertaining the enemy’s exact
position as well as I could, I ordered the advance.

Their lines were soon discovered, occupying a range of high, rocky
hills, through which the Nolensville and Triune pike passes, known as
Knob Gap. This was a favorable position to the enemy, and well
guarded by artillery, which opened fire at long range upon Carlin’s
lines. Hotchkiss’ and Pinney’s batterics were rapidly brought into
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action and opened fire, while Carlin’s brigade charged the batter_yt, car-
ried the heights in his front, and captured two guns. Post’s brigade
carried the heights on the left of the road with but little resistance,
while Woodruff’s brigade drove in the enemy’s skirmishers on the ex-
treme right. ) )

The day had now closed, and 1 ordered the troops to bivouae, in ac-
cordance with instructions from the general commanding, who arrived
at this time upon the ground, followed by Generals Sheridan’s and John-
son’s divisions. )

The steady courage and soldierly zeal displayed on this occasion by
both officers and men gave ample assurances of what could be expected
of them in the coming struggle at Murfreesborough o

On the 27th, in accordance with the general’s instructions, the divis-
ion took position at the junction of the Bole Jack road with the No-
lensville pike, 1 mile from Triune, where it remained in bivouac until
the morning of the 29th, at which time the advance was resumed. In
compliance with instructions, I moved forward on the Bole Jack road
as far as Stewart’s Creek, a few miles beyond which it was reported by
our cavalry the enemy had shown himself in considerable force. The
general commanding arriving at this time in person at the head of the
column, ordered a halt until the divisions in rear could be brought up.

Brigadier-General Stanley, commanding the cavalry in advance, soon
reported the road clear, and the march was resumed without obstruc-
tion until the entire command reached the Wilkinson pike, 6 miles from
Murfreesborough. The division bivouacked during the night at Over-
all’s Creek, 3% miles from Murfreesborough, the left brigade resting on
the Wilkinson pike.

On the morning of the 30th the division moved forward and took
position on General Sheridan’s right, about 300 yards south of and par-
allel to the Wilkinson pike, in which position it remained until 2 p. m.
A few companies of skirmishers thrown to the front in a skirt of tim-
bered land soon found those of the enemy, and for several hours a brisk
skirmish was kept up with varying results. About 2 p. m. the general
commanding ordered a general advance of the whole line. This the
enemy seemed at first disposed to resist only with his skirmishers;
gradaally, however, as both parties strengthened their lines of skir-
mishers, the contest became more animated. Our main lines steadily
advanced, occupying and holding the ground gained by the skirmish-
ers-until about half an hour before sunset, when the enemy’s position
was plainly discerned, running diagonally across the old Murfreesbor-
ough and Franklin road. . )

The enemy’s batteries now announced our close proximity to their
lines. Carpenter’'s and Hotchkiss’ batteries were soon brought into
position and opened fire. Woodruft’s and Carlin’s brigades by this time
felt the fire of the enemy’s main lines, and responded in the most gal-
lant manner. Post’s brigade, moving steadily forward on the right
after a most obstinate resistance on the part of the enemy, succeede
in driving his skirmishers from a strong position in our front, forcing
them to retire upon his main lines. Night soon brought a close to the
contest.

Receiving directions at this time from General McCook to desist from
any further offensive demonstration further than what might be neces-
sary to hold my position, I ordered the troops to rest for the night on
their arms. Two brigades of General Johnson’s division, heretofore
held in reserve, arrived and took position on my right, about sunset,
thus extending our line of battle beyond the old Franklin and Mur-
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freesboroughroad. These brigades were commanded by Generals Will-
ich and Kirk.

The night passed off quietly until about daylight, when the enemy’s
forces were observed by our pickets to be in motion. Their object
could not, however, with certainty, be determined until near sunrise,
when a vigorous attack was made upon Willich’s and Kirk’s brigades.
These troops seemed not to have been fully prepared for the assault,
and, with little or no resistance, retreated from their position, leaving
their artillery in the hands of the enemy. This left my right brigade
exposed to a flank movement, which the enemy was now rapidly exe-
cuting, and compelled me to order Post’s brigade to fall back and par-
tially change its front. Simultaneous with this movement the enemy
commenced a heavy and very determined attack on both Carlin’s and
Woodruffs brigades. These brigades were fully prepared for the at-
tack, and received it with veteran courage. The conflict was fierce in
the extreme on both sides. Our loss was heavy and that of the enemy
no less. It was, according to my observations, the best contested point
of the day, and would have been held, but for the overwhelming force
moving so persistently against my right. Carlin, finding his right flank
being so severely pressed, and threatened with being turned, ordered
his troops te retire.

Woodruff’s brigade succeeded in repulsing the enemy and holding
its position until the withdrawal of the troops on both its flanks com-
pelled it to retire. Pinney’s battery, which I had posted in an open
field upon my extreme right, and ordered to be supported by a part of
Post’s brigade, now opened a destructive fire upon the enemy’s advane-
ing lines. This gallant and distinguished battery, supported by the
Twenty-second Indiana and Fifty-ninth Ilinois Regiments, together
with a brigade of General Johnson’s division, commanded by Colonel
Baldwin, Sixth Indiana Volunteers, for a short time brought the enemy
to a check on our right. Hotehkiss'battery had also by this time taken
an excellent position near the Wilkinson pike, s0 as to command the
enemy’s approach across a large cotton-field in his front, over which he
was now advancing. The infantry, however, contrary to expectations.
failed to support this battery, and, after firing a few rounds, was forced
to retire.

In accordance with instructions received during the night, announe-
ing the plan of operations for the day, I desisted from any further at-
tempts to engage the enemy, except by skirmishers thrown to the rear
for that purpose, until my lines had reached within a few hundred yards
of the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, when I again determined to
form my lines and resist his further advance. To this order but few of
the regiments responded, their ranks being much thinned by killed and
wounded; and not a few had availed themselves of the favorable oppor-
tunity offered by the dense woods, through which we were compelled to
pass, to skulk like cowards from the ranks. The reserve forces here
moved to the front, and relieved my commmand from any further partici-
pation in the engagement until late in the afternoon, when, in compliance
with instructions, I took position on the ri ght. My skirmishers were im-
mediately thrown out, and soon engaged the enemy’s, until night brought
a close to hostilities for the day.

. During the 1st and 2d of J anuary the division occupied this position
in skirmishing with the enemy’s pickets, until late in the afternoon of
the 2d, when 1 received orders from General Rosecrans to hasten to the
support of a part of General Crittenden’s command, who had been for
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some time hotly engaged with the enemy across the ver, on our ex-
treme left. ) X )

Moving as rapidly as possible across the river to the field of battle, 1
found our gallant troops forcing the enemy back on his reserves. The
brigade of Colonel Woodruff, being in the advance, only arrived in time
to participate in the general engagement. _

After relieving the troops of General Palmer and Colonel Beatty, and
particularly the brigade of Colonel Hazen, which had so nobly vindi-
cated their courage in the then closing contlict, I ordered a heavy line
of skirmishers to be thrown out. The enemy’s lines were soon en-
countered, and a renewal of the engagement seemed imminent. A few
rounds of grape and canister from one of our batteries, however, caused
them to withdraw, and night again brought a cessation of hostilities.

Daring the night I disposed of my troops in such manner as would
best enable me to repel an attack, and, in compliance with instructions,
I directed rifle-pits and breastworks to be thrown up. This was done,
and morning found us well prepared for any emergency, either offen-
sive or defensive. o

The following day (January 3) considerable skirmishing was kept up,
without abatement, from early in the morning until dark. ‘

During the night I received orders from General Crittenden to with-
draw my command from the east bank of the river, and to report with
it to General McCook. This movement was executed between the hours
of 1 and 4 o’clock in the morning, during which time the rain fell in-
cessantly. )

The pickets about this time reported the enemy as having been very
active in their movements during thelatter part of the night, and their
convictions that he was evacuating his position. Further observations,
made after daylight, found this to be the case. o )

The following list of casualties shows a loss in the division during the
several engagements above described as follows:

Commissioned officers:

KO 250000 s200maun s imitinmis Sane fidommen smmmmmes smminms ¢ smmme s minoee 16
Woundod oo semnunmprasmes sraie st S ae N DEEEES STEEEER 45 dnmmny s 34
MiBSIRE s suows vawmwsws sewss SEREEEEE SSEFESEE LTSS TEFASE TR e eemes 2
Enlisted men:

Kiled . ..o i e e e 176
Wounded ... oo i 784
MOABBING e commnes TEERR SREENRRE Srmimsnn fmnsrininn sims e e Ko st A 399

Total killed, wounded, and missing ... _..._........._._ ... ... .. ... *1,411

The division lost three pieces of artillery and captured two. In the
list of officers killed are the names of Colonel Stem, One hundred and
first Ohio; Colonel Williams, Twenty-fifth Illinois; Lieutenant-Colone]
Wooster, One hundred and first Ohio; Lieutenant-Colonel McKee, Fif-
teenth Wisconsin; OCaptain Carpenter, Eighth Wisconsin Battery, and
Captain McCulloch, Second Kentucky Cavalry, of my staff, whose noble
deeds of valor on the field had already placed their names on the list of
brave men. The history of the war will record no brighter names, and
the country will mourn the loss of no more devoted patriots, than these.

Among the wounded are Colonel Alexander, Twenty-first Illinois;
Lieutenant-Colonel Tanner, Twenty-second Indiana; Captain Pinney,
Fifth Wisconsin Battery, and Captain Austin, acting assistant adjutant-
general, on the staff of Colonel Woodruft, whose names it affords me
special gratification to mention.

* But see revised statement, pp. 207, 208.
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From December 26 until the close of the engagement, on the 4th of
January, at Murfreesborough, no entire day elapsed that the division,
or some part of it, did not engage the enemy. During a great part of
the time the weather was excessively inclement, and the troops suffered
much from exposure. A heavy list of casualties and much suffering
were unavoidable, under the circumstances.

It affords me pleasure, however, to be able to report the cheerful and
soldierlike manner in which these hardships and privations were en-
dured by the troops throughout. History will record and the country
reward their deeds.

My staff, consisting of Lieut. T. W. Morrisou, acting assistant adju-
tant-general; Capt. H. Pease, inspector-general; Captain McCulloch,
aide-de-camp (killed); Lieut. Francis E. Reynolds, aide-de-camp; Lieut.
Thomas H. Dailey, aide-de-camp; Surg. J. L. Teed, medical director ;
Captain Shriver, ordnance officer; Lieat. R. Plunket, provost-marshal,
and Private Frank Clark, clerk to the assistant adjutant-general and
acting aide-de-camp, deported themselves throughout the entire cam-
paign, as well as on the battle-field, with distingnished zeal and con-
spicuous gallantry.

While expressing my high regard and appreciation of the general
commanding, I desire also to tender my thanks to yourself, major, and
to Colonel Langdon, Major Bates, Captains Thruston, Williams, and
Fisher, of his staff, for the prompt and efficient manner in which the
field duties were performed by them.

During the several engagements in which the division participated
the conduct of many subaltern officers attracted my admiration by their
conspicuous gallantry, and whose names, I regret, cannot be mentioned
in this report. They will be remembered in future recommendations for
promotion.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEF. C. DAVIS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.
Maj. JoEN A. CAMPBELL,
Asgst. Adjt. Gen., Right Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 18.
Eeport of Lieut. Charles B. Humphrey, Fifth Wisconsin Battery.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH WISOONSIN BATTERY,
January 6, 1863.

CoLONEL: In obedience with your commands, I would respectfully
submit the following report of the part taken and casualties suffered
by the Fifth Wisconsin Battery in the engagements with the enemy
since December 26, 1862: ’

The battery left Camp Andy Johnson, December 26, and marched to
Nolensville, where it arrived and engaged the enemy’s cavalry about 2
o’clock of the same day.

After firing a number of rounds of shell and canister into the town,
the enemy fell back about a mile, where they made a stand in a very
strong position, and planted a battery. The battery followed, and were
soon playing upon them from all its guns. The enemy soon retired,
leaving one of their guns upon the field. Camped upon this ground at
night, and the next day (December 27) marched forward about 4 miles
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and campea diul the 29th ultimo, when we were ordered in the diree-
tion of Murfreesborough. Advanced about 8 miles and camped in the
woods, without tents or fires. The next morning advanced slowly, and
camped within sight of the enemy’s lines; fired a few rounds from the
Parrott guns, and again the men lay by their guns, without tents or
fires, all night. At daylight we were up and ready for an attack. As
soon as it becawe light the enemy could be seen from our position, in
great numbers, marching upon the right wing. We were soon ordered
to its support, and in a short time took position in a corn-field, supported
by the Twenty-second Indiana Regiment on the right, and the Fifty-
ninth Illinois on the left. The enemy could be seen in heavy force ad-
vancing upon us. We epened fire immediately from all our guns. They
soon made their appearance over a knoll directly in front of our guns.
A few rounds of canister caused them to move to the left, under cover
of a thick clump of bushes. They were followed by another line, and
they then advanced upon us. After firing upon them for about thirty
minutes, the order was given to limber up and fall back. This was doune
in good order, though we were obliged to leave one gun and two cais-
sons on the field, on account of the horses being killed.

The battery fell back to the Murfreesborough pike in good order, when
the rebel cavalry dashed in from the left and captured the whole bat-
tery, with the exception of one gun. We were soon relieved by our own
cavalry, and the battery was got together, and fired a few rounds at
the enemy’s cavalry, who were in strong force about 2 miles in rear of
our former position ; lay by our guns that night, and the next morning
‘January 1) were ordered to join our brigade, near our present position.

e took position, and lay there until the afternoon of January 2, when
we were ordered over the stream to the left of the pike, where we lay
within sight of the enemy’s lines until the morning of the 4th, when we
fell back to our present position. During the time of action the officers
and men behaved with coolness and bravery, and though they were ex-
posed to the weather, with uncooked rations, not a man appeared un-
willing to do his duty. They were much worn out, but the two days of
rest that they have had fitted them for the field.

The following is a list of casualties suffered:* Killed, 1 private;
wounded, 1 officer and 5 men; missing, 4; taken prisoners, 2. Total
loss, 1 captain and 11 enlisted men, 2 wagons and 12 mules.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES B. HUMPHREY,
Laeutenant, Commanding Fifth Wisconsin Battery.

No. 19.
Report of Lieut. Henry E. Stiles, Eighth Wisconsin Battery.

HEADQUARTERS 8TH WISCONSIN BATTERY,
3D BRIG., 1sT D1v., RicET WING, 14TH ARMY CORPS,
January 9, 1863.

GENERAL: I have to report the following as a detailed account of
the part taken by the Eighth Wisconsin Battery in the recent engage-
ments near Murfreesborough, Tenn., December, 1862, and January,
1863 :

December 26,1862, by order of Brigadier-General Woodruff, we formed

* Nominal iist omitted.
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field, and to Orderly Sergt. Isaac P. Rule, for taking command of
Company 1 from January 1 to January 5, Captain Barnes being sick
and unfit for field duty.

First Lieut. Asa R. Hillyer and Second ILieut. John B. Biddle fell
while heroically attempting to rally their men. The regiment has lost
in them officers whose places cannot be filled, and the country patriots
who served faithfully to the last.

The regiment is particularly indebted to Asst. Surg. Walter Caswell
tor gallantly staying by them under the heaviest fire.

We have now present for duty 10 commissioned officers and 178 en-
listed men. Present, on detached service, 15 enlisted men, and report
19 enlisted men known to have gone to Nashville.

tespectfully,
I. M. KIRBY,
Major, Comdg. One hundred and first Regt. Ohio Vol. Infty.
Capt. SAMUEL P. VoRris,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral.

No. 27,
Report of Col. William E. Woodruff, commanding Third Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
RicaT WING, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
- Januvary 5, 1863.

SIr: I have the honor to report the operations of the Third Brigade,
Tirst Division, of the right wing, in the five days’ battle before Mur-
freesborough.

This brigade having held the advanced position on Overall’s Creek
in the afternoon and night of Monday, December 29, was the base of
formation for the line of battle on Tuesday morning. At an early hour
on the morning of the 30th, I received instructions that we would move
forward in line of battle.

I was directed to join my left with Brigadier-General Sill’s brigade,

holding the right of the Second Division, under Brigadier-General Sheri-

dan, and that Colonel Carlin, commanding the Second Brigade of the
First Division, would connpect his line with my right.

This brigade was accordingly formed in two lines, the Thirty-fifth T1i-
nois Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, on theright; the Twenty-
fifth Ilinois Regiment, Col. T. D. Williams commanding, on the left, in
the first line of battle, and the Eighty-first Indiana Regiment, Lien-
tenant-Colonel Timberlake, in the second line in reserve, the extreme
left on the right of [the Wilkinson?] turnpike; the Eighth Wisconsin
Battery, of four guns, Captain Carpenter commanding, being placed in
the interval between Brigadier-General Sill’s right and my left. My
front was curtained with two companies of skirmishers, detailed from
the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-fifth Illinois Regiments, under the com-
mand and immediate supervision of Major Mcllwain, of the Thirty-
fifth Illinois Regiment. The commands to my right and left were
formed in the same manner.

We moved forward on the morning of Tuesday, the 30th, at about 10
o'clock, and halted on the edge of a large cotton-field, immediately in
front of a wood running parallel with the turnpike, our lines facing Mur-
freesborough, which was in a southeasterly direction. This was about
11 a. m.
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No enemy being visible in our front, I caused a few shells to be
thrown into the woods beyond, but met no response. The topography
of the country in this line and in my front was a cotton-field, which we
then occupied, at the farther end of which was a belt or strip of timber,
ending at a corn-field on my left and front, and immediately in front of
Brigadier-General Sill’s right. This corn-field extended to a narrow,
heavy-timbered wood, bordered by a rail fence. Beyond this timber
was a corn-field, receding toward a ravine, terminated by a bluff wood
bank, along the foot of which, in the ravine, was the enemy’s line of
battle, with its supports and artillery on the elevation.

We remained in position until about 3 p. m., when my skirmishers
were ordered forward to occupy the belt of timber, which they did.
Major Mcllwain, who was in command, reported to me that the enemy’s
skirmishers were in the farthest wood to our front and left, and desired
me to send him a further support of one company, which was sent him,
with orders to press their skirmishers back. The skirmishing soon com-
menced briskly, and my brigade was ordered to advance, which it did in
admirable order, and was halted in the first belt of timber.

Desiring to know the position of the enemy’s line, and the situation
of their skirmishers, I proceeded to the line of skirmishers, to assist in
directing their movements and urge them on, and, having given them
directions in person, returned to my command, to be ready to move for-
ward to their support. The wood was so thick and brushy on my right
that it was difficult to see farther than the left of the Second Brigade;
but as I discovered it advancing, we moved tforward also, to protect its
flank. = Sheridan’s division had halted some 100 yards in rear of my bri-
gade, his line of skirmishers joining my line of battle.

At this juncture my skirmishers commenced falling back rapidly,
and I endeavored to get the officer in command of those ot Sheridan’s
division to advance to their support, as those of my brigade had not
only driven the enemy from my tront, but General Sill’s also; but, as
he had no orders to move forward, he refused. The emergency being
imminent, Colonel Williams was ordered to detach the left company
of his regiment, and deploy it forward as skirmishers, to relieve or
strengthen those engaged, as circumstances might require, while the
brigade was advanced to support theu.

The command pressed forward in splendid order, and soon became
hotly engaged, and drove the enemy back through the wood and corn-
field in their own lines. As we were now far in advance of any sup-
port upon the lett, I deemed it advisablie to halt and wait for them to
come up, and, therefore, took position in rear of the rail fence, my right
nearly at right angles to my line of battle, thereby obtaining «n obiique,
as well as direct, fire; but the space to be occupied by this brigade was
80 great that the Eighty-first Indiana Regiment was ordered up to com-
plete my line, thereby leaving me 1o reserves.

The battery was placed in the angle of the fence to protect my right
and front. Shortly after taking this position, Brigadier-General Siil
joined me on the lett.  We remained in position, receiving a heavy fire,
and occasionally replying with shell, until toward night, when the enemy
opened a heavy artillery fire, apparently on the right of Colonel Carlin’s
brigade. Thus, discovering their battery, and mine being in good range
and position to enfilade theirs, Captain Carpeuter was ordered 10
silence their battery, which he did in handsonie style in about five min-
utes.

An attack of infantry was then made from the same point on Colonel
Carlir, and as their lines presented the same advantage, Captain Car-
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penter again opened fire with such terrific effect that their yells of pain,
terror, and anguisli, as our shells exploded in their dense ranks, could
be distinetly heard where we stood. So well was the battery served
that their attack ceased, and darkness closed the conflict.

We slept on oar arms without fires, prepared for the battle which we
well knew would open on the morrow. During the night we discovered
what appeared to me to be a continued movement of troops, which led
me to believe that the enemy were massing troops on our right, which
information I had the honor to report to my immediate superior, Brig-
adier-General Davis.

As soon as day dawned 1 examined the line of battle, and, as I had
no supports, placed three pieces in battery on my left, and pointed out
to Brigadier-General Sill the weakness of the line at this point, and
requested him to order up some regiments of his brigade, held in re-
serve, to strengthen his right and protect my left, feeling certain that
the enemy meditated an attack, and that it would be made at that place.
He agreed with me, and immediately ordered up two regiments, which
remained there but a short time, and then resumed their former positions
as reserves. Deeming the knowledge of this fact of paramount impor-
tance, I dispatehed a staff officer to Brigadier-General Davis to give
him the information. Afterward the general informed me that I must
hold the position as best I could, for e had no supports to send me.

Almost simultareously with the withdratval of the reserves ordered
up by Brigadier-General Sill, the enemy made their attack in five heavy
lines, and we were immediately engaged. Captain Carpenter’s battery
opened with terrific effect with grape and canister, and they were mowed
down as grass beneath the sickle, while the infantry poured in a well-
directed and very destructive fire. Sheltered by the rail fence, they
were partially protected, and fired with the coolness of veterans.

As soon as the battle became general, the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin,
which joined my left, gave way, leaving my battery and left flank ex-
posed to an enfilading fire. I finally succeeded in rallying them as a
reserve. At this moment the right of Brigadier-General Sill’s brigade
commenced {0 swing to the rear, and Colonel Carlin’s was discovered
falling steadily back.

I then received orders to take position to the rear, some 300 yards, in
the belt of timber. Tinformed the staff officer who brought the order
that we could maintain our position if supported. He said the order
was peremptory, and I hastened to execute it, but not until I was flanked
both on the rvight and left. The brigade moved to the rear in good
order, and halted on the new line ; but the right and left continuing the
march, and being severely pressed, we made a vigorous charge and
drove the enemy back in our front, and,strange to say, not only carried
our point, but swung the enemy’s lines upon right and left with it.

Had we been supported here, they wounld have been routed ; as it was,
we regained our position occupied when the battle opened, but could
hold it but a moment, when we were forced to yield to superior num-
bers, and steadily fell back to the ground from which the charge was
first made.  From this point we charged a second time, compelling the
enemy to yicld ground, but our ammunition beginning to fail, and no
wagons to be found from which to replenish the stock, the brigade was
ordered to hold its position as best it eould, and, if pressed too hard, to
fall steadily back until the battery could be got into position to protect
their movement across the cotton-ield. I placed the battery in position,
and gave the officer in command (Sergeant German) directions where to
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fire, pointing out to him the position of the brigade, and what he was
required to do.

The ammunition of the regiments now entirely failing, and a perfect
rout appearing to have taken place, the brigade fell back to the ground
occupied by them on the morning of Tuesday. At this time the whole
wing was in the utmost confusion, and I used every endeavor to rally
and organize them, but without avail. There seemed to be no fear, no
panic, but a stolid indifference, which was unaccountable. Officers and
men passed to the rear; no words or exhortation could prevent them.
In three different positions I used every exertion to reform our lines,
but it became impossible. Reaching the Murfreesborough pike, a stam-
pede or panic commenced in the wagon-train, but, succeeding in getting
a regiment across the road, it was stopped, and, by a vigorous charge
of cavalry, saved from the enemy.

We were then placed in reserve to our division along the Murfrees-
borough pike, and there waited in anxious expectation to make or repel
attacks until the afternoon of Triday, when we were ordered to move
in double-quick to the extreme left, to support the division which was
being driven in by the enemy, and, although fatigued and worn out by
exposure to the rain, without tents or blankets, for seven days, and want
of sleep (two days of which time we had had nothing to eat but parched
corn), the command, with yells of joy, rushed forward, and, after fording
the river three times, pushed the enemy back with the greatest rapidity,
the ground being covered with rebel dead and wounded. We went into
position about 2 miles from the ford, and on the extreme left. During
the night we threw up an abatis of rails, and laid on our arms, without
fires, in a drenching rain.

The next morning (Saturday, January 3) we expected an attack, but
none occurred during the day. That night we changed position to the
right again, nothing but picket skirmishing having occurred during the
day. When the morning of Saturday passed without an attack, 1 be-
came satisfied in my own mind that the enemy were evacuating Mur-
freesborough, and so expressed it.

I cannot speak in too high terms of the gallant conduct of the officers
and men under my command. If indomitable daring, cool courage, and
invincible bravery in the midst of the turmoil of such a battle, when all
space seemed occupied by some deadly missile, amid carnage and noise,
be any proof of heroism, they certainly possess it. Many instances of
personal daring and feats of individual prowess were visibly performed,
but I'must refer you to the reports of subordinate commanders for names
and instances.

To the officers and men of the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-fifth Illinois
Regiments and Eighth Wisconsin Battery I owe especial thanks for the
determined bravery and chivalric heroism they evinced throughout;
and also to the officers and men of the Eighty-first Indiana, a new regi-
ment, the first time under fire, who, with but a few exceptions, man-
fully fronted the storm of battle, and gave earnest proof of what may
hereafter be expected of them.

I desire to call the attention of the commanding officer to the gallant
conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, commanding the Thirty-fifth
Illinois, whose cool, steady courage, admirable deportment, and skillful
management evinced the soldier, true and tried, and who at all times
proved himself worthy of the trust he holds. Major Mellwain, of the same
regiment, 1 cannot praise too much ; his good management and skillful
handling of the skirmishers, of which he was in charge, elicited enco
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miums of well merited compliment—at all times cool, determined, and
persevering. Lieutenant-Colonel Timberlake and Major Woodbury, of
the Eighty-first Indiana, displayed manly courage, and held their regi-
ment firm and steady under heavy fire; for officers young in the service
their efforts are worthy of imitation. Capt. W. Taggart, who succeeded
to the command of the Twenty-fifth Illinois Regiment, behaved as a
soldier should, everywhere efficient, and ever ready to execute orders.
First Sergeant German, of the Eighth Wisconsin Battery, merits much
praise for the cool, skillful, and determined manner in which he served
his battery after he succeeded to the command.

To my staff, Capt. George Austin, acting assistant adjutant-general;
Capt. A. C. Keys, Lieut. C. P. Ford, Lieut. John F. Isom, Lieut. William
R. McChesney, and Lieut. H. S. Park, I owe especial thanks for the
manner they served upon the field, carrying my orders, wherever re-
quired, through a storm of shot, shells, and bullets, regardless of all
save the performance of their duty.

During the conflict it became necessary, in the absence of staff officers
on duty, to make use of orderlies to supply their places. In connection
herewith I take great pleasure in testifying to the brave conduct of
Orderlies A. T. Greeman and Abijah Lee, on my escort.

Amid the glorious results of a battle won, it gives me pain to record
the names of the gallant men who offered up their lives on the altar of
their country ; but we must drop the tear of sorrow over their resting-
place, and offer our heartfelt sympathies to their relatives and friends,
trusting that God will care for them and soothe their afflictions. And
while we remember the noble dead, let us pay a tribute of respect to
the gallant Col. T. D. Williams, Twenty-fifth Illinois Regiment, who
died 1n the performance of his duty. He fell with his regimental colors
in his bands, exclaiming, ¢ We will plant it here, boys, and rally the old
Twenty-fifth around it, and here we will die.” Such conduct is above
all praise, and words can paint no eulogium worthy of the subject. And
here let me call the attention to the conduct of Captain Carpenter, of
the Eighth Wisconsin Battery, who fell gallautly serving his guns until
the enemy were within a few yards of their muzzles. He died as a sol-
dier would wish to die, with his face to the foe, in the smoke and din of
battle.

The casualties of the command are small in comparison to the fire
they received and the service done.

The Thirty-fiith Illinois lost 2 commissioned officers wounded, 8 pri-
vates killed, 49 wounded, and 32 missing; the Twenty-fifth Illinois, 1 com-
missioned officer killed and 3 wounded, 14 privates killed, 69 wounded,
and 35 missing ; the Eighty-first Indiana, 2 cominissioned officers killed,
2 wounded, and 1 missing, 3 privates killed, 40 wounded, and 39 miss-
ing; the Eighth Wisconsin Battery, 1 commissioned officer killed, 4 pri-
vates wounded, and 19 missing. Total, 4 commissioned officers killed,
7 wounded, and 1 missing; 25 privates kilied, 162 wounded, and 125
missing. Aggregate killed, wounded, and missing, 324.*

I hope a portion of those missing may yet return, as all cannot have
been made prisoners.

I have the honor to submit the above report to your consideration,
and remain, dear sir, yours, most respectfully,

W. E. WOODRUFF,
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade.

Lieut. T. W. MORRISON,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division.

* But see revised statement, p. 208.

*
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No. 28.

Report of Capt. Wesford Taggart, Twenty-fifth Illinois Infa:itry.

Hoers. TWENTY-FIFTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLS.,
THIRD BRIGADE, FFIrRsT DI1VISION, RicHT WING,
Camp near Murfrcesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor of submitting to you the following report of
the operations of the Twenty-fifth Regiment Illinois Infantry during the
late battle before Murfreesborough, Tenn. :

The regiment left camp, near Nashville, Tenn., at 6.30 a. m. December
26, 1862, under command of Maj. R. H. Nodine, and, after a march of 10
miles, in company with balance of brigade, encountered a force of the
enemy near Nolensville. )

About 3 p. m. were deployed on the right of the brigade; Companies
A, I, and K were thrown out to the front as skirmishers. After sharp
action, of about two hours’ duration, the enemy were driven back, and
we bivouacked for the night on the field, the rain falling in torrents.
Took 1 prisoner of the Eighth Texas Cavalry.

At 7 a.m., on the 27th resumed the march at a distance of 10 miles,
encamping near Triune, Col. Thomas D. Williams assuming command
early in the morning, Major Nodine being detailed on the staff of Major-
General McCook.

At6a.m.on the 29th resumed the march; encamped on Stone’s River.
Distance marched, 15 miles. Detailed five companies as advanced

icket.

P At 3 p. m. on the 30th fell into line. At 8 a. m. marched in close col-
umn, by division, in company with rest of brigade. After marching a
distance of 14 miles, arrived at the front; deployed in line of battle, the
men stripping knapsacks. Company A, under command of Lieut. T. H.
West, was deployed to the front as skirmishers, and immediately after-
ward joined by Companies I and K, under command of Capt. Samuel
Houston and Lieut. M. B. Thompson. These companies, in conjunction
with others of the brigade, continued skirmishing until dark, driving the
enemy’s skirmishers into his main line, Company A losing 6 men
wounded, Company I 2 killed and 3 wounded, and Company K 1
wounded.

The regiment advanced in line of battle into a strip of timber, and,
covered under shelter of a rail fence, a corn-field of about 150 yards in
width separating our forces from that of the enemy, Company A was
thrown out to the front as skirmishers a distance of 60 yards. The reg-
iment lay in this position until 3 a. m. of the 31st, at which time it was
called into line, the Thirty-fifth [llinois on our right and the Bighty-
first Indiana on our left, supporting the Eighth Wisconsin Battery. At
daybreak a line of the enemy’s skirmishers advancing, opened fire on
our skirmishers, and were followed immediately afterward by their main
body advancing in four consecutive lines of battle diagonally on our
left. A change of front was ordered by Colonel Williams, which was
executed under a heavy fire of musketry. Our regiment then opened
a murderous fire on the enemy, completely checking him, and finally
driving him back in confusion. The enemy immediately made another
advance, and were received with a terrific fire of musketry. Our regi-
ment was, however, forced back a short distance.

At this time, while bravely rallying his men, Colonel Williams fell
wortally wounded by a musket-ball passing through his right breast.
He was carried from the field immediately. I then assumed command
of the regiment, which by this time had fallen back a distance of 150
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paces from the first position. 1 rallied the men, and, finding them almost
destitute ol ammunition, immediately dispatched a messenger to Gen-
eral Woodruff to report the fact; then ordered bayonets to be fixed,
and charged on the enemy once more, driving him from the field and
retaking one Parrott gun, which had been taken by the enemy from the
Eighth Wisconsin Battery ; also capturing a number of prisoners.

At this time, finding all our supplies gone, and flanked on the left, the
enemy’s lines having passed us on the right, and being unable to com-
municate with General Woodruff, I assumed the responsibility of with-
drawing the regiment in good order to the rear of a battery placed on a
commanding eminence, taking with us the piece retaken from the enemy,
but which we were forced to leave after taking it about 300 yards, on
account of a destructive fire being opened on us from one of the enemy’s
batteries.

At this point 1 reported in person to Major-General McCook that we
were out of ammunition, and was ordered by him to retire to the ammu-
nition train in the rear. Did so, and supplied ourselves with ammuni-
tion. Then, in obedience to orders, took position on the Murfreesbor-
ough pike, remaining there until 10 a. m. of January 1, 1863.

Atthis time received orders from General Woodruff to fall back a dis-
tance of 300 paces and erect barricades. Did so, remaining there until
4 p. m. of the 2d instaut.

At this time received orders to fall in line, cross Stone’s River, and par-
ticipate in the action going on on the left. Moved forward at a double-
quick a distance of 14 miles, wading the river three times, the last time
under a heavy fire of shot and shell from the enemy’s battery, placed
on an eminence directly in front of our regiment ; formed line of battle,
and moved forward at a double-quick, charging on the enemy, who,
however, speedily retreated. After going a distance of 300 yards in
the open field, I halted the regiment, threw out a party of skirmishers
in front, built a strong line of barricades, and bivouacked on the field
of battle.

At daylight of the 3d instant the enemy’s sharpshooters, who were
concealed in the timbers, opened fire on the regiment, keeping it up until
dark, wounding 2 of our men. Remained on the field until 4 a. m. of
the 4th instant; then received orders to recross the river and go into
camp on the Nashville pike, which we did.

Col. Thomas D. Williams acted with great courage, coolness, and
bravery until he fell. Capt. Samuel D. Wall was severely wounded
while gallantly doing duaty as a field officer. He was carried from the
field. Lieutenants Dickson and Hastings were also severely wounded
while nobly discharging their duty, and were carried from the field.

To the officers and men of the regiment I am deeply indebted for the
coolness and bravery shown on every side, all doing nobly.

There were present with the regiment the following commissioned offi-
cers : Capts. 8. D. Wall, S. Houston, B. F. Ford, Z. Hall, and J. Smart,
Adjt. G. W. Flynn, First Lieuts. T. H. West, T. J. McKibben, E. Hall,
A. Varner, W. J. Sallee, J. H. Hastings, and Second Lieuts. A. Martin,
J. C. Gundy, M. B. Thompson, Thomas W. Braselton, S. Dickson, and
A. H. South. Our loss is: Killed, 15; wounded, 68 ; missing, 25.%

Very respectfully,
WESFORD TAGGART,
Captain Twenty-fifth Illinois, Commanding Regiment.
Lieut. G. W. FLYNN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

* But see revised statement, p. 208.
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No. 29.
Report of Lieut. Col. William P. Chandler, Thirty-fifth Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRTY-FIFTH ILLINOLS VOLUNTP‘JERS\,”
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., Janvary 3, 1863.

Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by this regiment in the movements and battles occurring frf)r?
the time of takmg up camp at Saint James Chapel, on December 26,
1862, to the evacuation of Murfreesborough by the enemy, on January
3, 1863 : ' _ o

December 26, the regiment was on picket duty, and, after the divis-
ion passed outside the lines on the Nolensville pike, formed the rear
guard. The roads being very bad, the train did not close up at night,
and the command was placed in position to protect it. '

December 27, moved forward at daylight and joined the brigade before
marching. Moved forward on the road to Triune, about 6 miles, and
halted for the night.

December 28, remained in camp. ]

December 29, marched at daylight on the road to Lane’s Store. Bri-
gade formed the advance at Stewart’s Creek, and slept on our arms at
night.

December 30, formed line of battle at 10 a. m. and advanced on the
enemy’s lines. Major Mellwain was placed in comrmand of skirmishers
of the brigade, and toward night was sharply engaged. Had 4 men
wounded. Laid on our arms at night. ‘ .

December 31, skirmishing commenced at daylight. )About sunrise
the enemy advanced obliquely in strong force, striking first the Eighty-
first Indiana and next the Twenty-fifth Ilinois Volunteers, causing
them to retire frow their position. Soon coming within range of our
rifled muskets, we opened a murderous fire on their flank, checking their
advance, and enabling the Twenty-fifth and Eighty-first to regain the
ground lost. Our loss in the first charge of the enemy was light, owing
to a strong position we had on the cedar ridge. S,oou, however, the
enemy reformed his broken lines, appearing with fresh troops on our
right, and made a second desperate charge on our lines, causing them to
waverand fall back, but again they were repulsed with tgrnl)le sllaug"hter
and our original position regained, except on the right, from which I had
been retiring, by orders of the brigade commander, zll)d.n1 obedience to
those orders, 1 retired to the point of timber in rear of the cnr_tmrﬁe]d,
my right being hotly pressed by the enemy, and the whole line under
heavy fire of the enemy’s batteries. On reaching the timber, the regi-
ment was halted, and messengers sent for aimmunition, but, owing to
the confusion on our right, where the train had been parked, none could
be procured. Having received no orders from the brigade commander
in relation to the point to which I should retire, I governed my move-
ments by the left of Carlin’s brigade, and so continued to do until
nearly réa(;hing the Nashville pike, when other troops and batteries
crowding in, separated us. I directed Major Mcllwain toreport to Colo-
nel Carlin and find out his position, with the intention of forming the
brigade (then acting under my orders) on his left; but before hisreturn
was obliged to change my position, to give room to othm‘ troops then
forming in line of battle. I moved the troops a short distance to the
rear, procured and distributed ammunition, and, moving to the right
and front, formed on the left of Carlin’s brigade, and remained in that
position until nearly night, wnen Colonel Woodruff, returnir g, assumed
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, and we took position on the west side of the Nashville pike,
m our arms at night.

s during the day was First Lieut. H. M. McConnell, Comapany
and Second Lieutenant Kagay, Company K, slightly wounded;
ed and 39 wounded.

7 1], 1863, changed position to rear of the pike, and laid on our
ight.

7 2, about 4 p. m., moved across the river to our left, to repel
7’s assault in that direction. After coming under fire of the
atteries, formed line of battle,and advanced, under heavy artil-
0 within musket range of their battery, and silenced it. Took
mt of the Forty-first Alabama and 12 men prisoners. Lost
ed and 1 wounded. Laid on our arms at night.

cers and men deserve great credit for their patience and en-
eing exposed to drenching rain, cold, and hunger, without fire
the time, for a week. No officer failed in his duties. All did
leserve commendation.

dcllwain had command of the skirmishers of the brigade on
nd on the morning of Decewnber 31, and deserves great credit
-avery and skill he displayed in handling them; and, after
driven in and the action became general, he returned to his
and by his cool courage and gallantry, shown throughout
conflict, deserves my highest commendation.

Recapitulation of casualties.
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y respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. P. CHANDLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment.
ant FLYNN,
7. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade, First Division.

No. 30.

Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson, U. S. Army, commanding
Second Division.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIvisioN, RIGHT WING,
January 8, 1863.
bave the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
ie Second Division, under my command, beginning December
te day on which it left Nashville, and terminating on January

nd Division is composed of the following troops :
igade, Brig. Gen. A. Willich commanding : Forty-ninth Ohio,
sson ; Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Wallace ; Thirty-ninth Indiana,
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Lieutenant-Colonel Jones; Thirty-second Indiana, Lieutenant Colonel
Erdelmeyer; Eighty-ninth 1llinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Hotchkiss, and
Goodspeed’s battery, First Ohio Artillery.

Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. E. N. Kirk commanding: Twenty-ninth
Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn; Thirtieth Indiana, Colonel Dodge ;
Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Houswin; Thirty-
fourth 1llinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Bristol; Seventy-ninth Illinois, Colo-
nel Read, and Edgarton’s battery, Ohio Artillery.

Third Brigade, Col. P. P. Baldwin commanding: Sixth Indiana, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Tripp ; Fifth Kentucky (Louisville Legion), Lieutenant-
Colonel Berry; First Ohio, Major Stafford ; Ninety-third Ohio, Colonel
Anderson, and Simonson’s (Indiana) battery.

Major Klein’s battalion, of Third Indiana Cavalry, was assigned to
duty with the Second Division.

Agreeably to orders, the three divisions constituting the right wing
of the Fourteenth Army Corps marched from their camps, near Nash-
ville, taking the Nolensville pike, and arrived in that village the same
day at4 p. m.

On the following day the same divisions, with mine in advance,
marched to Triune. The rebel rear guard contested the ground inch by
inch, and the day was passed constantly skirmishing with them, with
no loss on our side, but several casualties on their part. Triune was
occupied by my division about 4 p. m.

The following day, December 28, the command remained in Triune.
A reconnaissance to ascertain the direction the enemy had retreated
was made by a brigade of my command, commanded by Brig. Gen. A.
Willich. 1t having been ascertained that the enemy had retreated
toward Murfreesborough, I was ordered to leave a brigade at Triune,
and on the 29th to march on Murfreesborough, on what is known as
the Bole Jack road. Col. P. P. Baldwin’s (Third) brigade was left at
Triune.

The command arrived at Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads about 8 p. m. on
the 29th, and an order was sent at once to Colonel Baldwin to move
forward his brigade, which arrived early on the afternoon of the 30th.
My division was in reserve on the 29th.

On the following morning, December 30, General Sheridan’s division
was ordered to advance in line of battle, covering the Wilkinson pike,
while General Davis’ division marched in the same order on the right
of General Sheridan. My division, being held in reserve, was marched
in column on the pike. There being no troops on General Davis’ right,
and General Sheridan’s left being guarded by General Crittenden’s left
wing, I was ordered to oblique to the right, covering the right of Gen-
eral Davis’ division.

About 2 p.m. I received an order from Major-General McCook to look
well to my right, as General Hardee (rebel), with his corps, was on the
right flank of our column. I ordered Brigadier-General Kirk, com-
manding the Second Brigade, to take position with his brigade, his left
resting against the right of General Davis, his right refused, so as to
cover our right flank.

About dark I placed General Willich’s brigade on the right of Kirk’s,
refusing his right, and directing a heavy line of skirmishers to be thrown
forward, connecting on the left with those of General Davis, and extend-
ing to the right and rear, near the Wilkinson pike. This line of skir-
mishers was thrown forward about 600 yards, and near those of the
enemy. My Third Brigade, Colonel Baldwin commanding, was held in
reserve.



