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Company F. This soldier was too badly wounded to carry his gun. He
asked to be allowed to carry the colors, and did so through the rest of
the day. Three color-bearers had been shot down previously. In Sixth
and Seventh Arkansas: Captain [J. W.] Martin, Lieutenant [J. A.]
Reeves, and Captain [S. C.] Brown, ever foremost in leading their men;
Captains [J. G.] Fletcher, [W. E.] Wilkerson, and [M. M.] Duffie
(wounded) ; Sergeant-Major Eddins, Sergeaunt Bratton, Company H;
Private Hulse, Company K ; the color-bearer, whose name has not been
furnished to me.

Johnsow’s Brigade—In Twenty-fifth Tennessee: Capt. A. Green,
Company G; Capt. G. H. Swope, Company H; First Lieut. D. S.
Walker, Company D. In Forty-fourth Tennessee: Maj. H. C. Ewin
and Capt. Samuel Stiles, Company A ; Adjt. R. G. Cross, Lieutenants
g. M.] Kelso, Company B; [J. W.] Dickins, Company C; [W. H.]

ibbs, Company F; A.P. Forester, Company K (wounded); Color-
Sergt. M. J. Turner and Corpl. I. S. Berry, Company I (wounded);
Corpl. John W. Gill, Company F (killed) ; Privates J. D. Stone, Com-
pany B; 8. G. Heflin, Company C (killed); B. P. Hargroves, Company
E (wounded); James D. Crenshaw, Company H (wounded), and J. M.
Sellers, Company K. In Twenty-third Tennessee: Capt. N. R. Allen,
Company E; Capt. W. H. Harder, Company G; Privates Henry C.
Haynes, Company E, and Stephen M. Foster, Company C. In Seven-
teenth Tennessee : Adjt. James [B.] Fitzpatrick.

I wish to call particular attention to the gallant conduct of Sergt.
William N. Cameron, color-bearer of Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regiment.
In the last fight he advanceduin front of his regiment so far that when
it fell back he was unable to 0116w, and was captured. He tore the
colors from the staff, concealed them upon his person, and made his
escape from Bowling Green, bringing with him the flag of the Twenty-
fifth Tennessee Regiment.

In conclusion, I would state that I carried into the fight 6,045 men,
out of which I lost 2,081 killed, wounded, and missing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. R. CLEBURNE,
Major-General.
Maj. T. B. Roy,
Clief of Staff, Hardee's Corps.

No. 254.

Report of Brig. Gen. Lucius E. Polk, C. 8. Army, commanding First Bri-
gade.

HEADQUARTERS PoOLK’S BRIGADE,
January 13, 1863.

SIR : In obedience to circular of January 10, I submit the following
report of the operations of my brigade in the battle before Murfreesbor-
ough :

My brigade was arranged in the following order from left to right:
Fifth Confederate, First Arkansas [Infantry], Second and Fifth Ten-
nessee, and Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkansas Regiments.

On the evening of December 30, 1862, I received orders from the divis-
ion commaunder to move my brigade from its position (thie extreme right
of our line of battle) across Stone’s River to the left of General Cheat-
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ham’s division. This having been accomplished by 9 o’clock at night,
I remained in line of battle until nearly 7 o’clock on the morning of the
31st. At that time I again received orders from division commander to
wheel my command to the right, keeping the right connected with Gen-
eral Cheatham’s left. General Cheatham’s division not moving at same
moment, I found if I attempted to keep with his line I should become
separated from the division, then advancing. General Wood, about this
time, having been ordered to my right by Lieutenant-General Hardee,
and General Cheatham having commenced to move up, I continued my
move, gaining ground slightly to the left. About 7.30 o’clock, and before
I had moved more than 700 yards, I received word from Colonel [B.J.]
Hill that my right had commenced to engage the enemy in a grove of
cedars near the old Franklin dirt road. I did not believe at first that
the enemy could be so near us, having understood that we were support-
ing General McCown. Riding to the place, I was received by a volley
from the enemy, resulting in the severe wounding of my orderly (Mike
Connell). In afew moments my entire line advanced across the Frank-
lin dirtroad, entered this cedar brake, and engaged the enemy all along
the line. In a very short time, by the aid of Captain [J. H.] Calvert’s
battery, we succeeded in driving the enemy out of the cedars in great
confusion. Here Major Carlton, Captain Dixon, and Lieut. William H.
Pearce, Fifteenth Arkansas Regiment, were wounded while gallantly
leading their men.

Following them closely as we could, we encountered them again in a
woods pasture immediately in our front, in direction of Wilkinson Cross-
Roads pike. After a few moments fighting, we succeeded in breaking
their lines, and again they fell back in much confusion. From this posi-
tion, after having reformed my line, I advanced in g line parallel to Wil-
kinson pike, General Wood on my right and General Johnson on my left
en échelon, with the exception of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment
(which was in advance) of his (Johnson’s) brigade. Advancing through
the pasture, the enemy were seen posted across an open field near one
of their hospitals and only a few hundred yards of the pike. My brigade
was obliged to move across this open field with the enemy’s artillery and
infantry playing upon them. This they did most gallantly, causing the
enemy to fall back across the pike under heavy undergrowth of cedars.
Getting possession at this place of four or five ordnance wagons, which
were sent to the rear, I again moved on, but did not proceed far when
the enemy’s batteries, posted across a corn-field on the right of the pike,
commenced playing fearfully upon my ranks. Here Captain [Charles
P.] Moore, Second Tennessee, was killed, and many other officers of that
regiment. (See Colonel [W. D.] Robison’s report.*)

The battery was so placed, by moving straight forward my line would
have been enfiladed. To prevent this, my brigade was wheeled to the
right. At this time, Captain Hotchkiss sending me word that he had
three batteries that required supporting, I left two of my smallest regi-
ments and moved the rest farther to the left, for the purpose of trying
to move the enemy’s batteries. The Fifth Confederate here first en-
gaged the infantry supporting these batteries, and in a few moments
(the First Arkansas arriving in position) their infantry gave way and
their batteries changed their position, with the exeeption of four guns
that fell into the hands of the Fifth Confederate and First Arkansas,
and in eagerness of pursuit were passed over.

From this place I moved on with my brigade, the regiments left in

*Not found.










