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and eamped until the 29th ultimo, when we were ordered in the diree-
tion of Murfreesborough. Advanced about 8 miles and camped in the
woods, without tents or fires. The next morning advanced slowly, and
camped within sight of the enemy’s lines; fired a few rounds from the
Parrott guns, and again the men lay by their guns, without tents or
fires, all night. At daylight we were up and ready for an attack., As
soon as it became light the enemy could be scen from our position, in
great numbers, marching upon the right wing. We were soon ordered
to its support, and in a short time took position in a corn-field, supported
by the Twenty-second Indiana Regiment on the right, and the Fifty-
pinth Illinois on the left. The enemy could be seen in heavy force ad-
vancing upon us. Weopened fire immediately from all our guns.  They
soon made their appearance over a knoll directly in front of our guns.
A few rounds of canister caused them to move to the left, under cover
of a thick elump of bushes. They were followed by another line, and
they then advanced upon us.  After firing upon them for about thirty
minutes, thie order was given to limber up and fall back. This was done
in good order, though we were obliged to leave one gun and two cais-
sons on the field, on account of the horses being killed.

The battery fell back to the Murfreesborough pike in good order, when
the rebel cavalry dashed in from the left and captured the whole bat-
tery, with the exception of one gun. We were soon relieved by our own
cavalry, and the battery was got together, and fired a few rounds at
the enemy’s cavalry, who were in strong force about 2 miles in rear of
our former position ; lay by our guuns that night, and the next morning
(January 1) were ordered to join our brigade, near our present position.
We took position, and lay there until the afternoon of January 2, when
we were ordered over the stream to the left of the pike, where we lay
within sight of the enemy’s lines until the morning of the 4th, when we
fell back to our present position. During the time of action the officers
and men behaved with coolness and bravery, and though they were ex-
posed to the weather, with uncooked rations, not a man appeared un-
willing to do his duty. They were much worn out, but the two days of
rest that they have had fitted them for the field.

The following is a list of casualties suffered:* Xilled, 1 private;
wounded, 1 oflicer and 5 men; missing, 4; taken prisoncrs, 2. Total
loss, 1 captain and 11 enlisted men, 2 wagons and 12 mules.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES B. HUMPHREY,
Lieutenant, Commanding I'ifth Wisconsin Battery.

No. 19.
Report of Lieut. Henry . Stiles, Lighth Wisconsin Dattery.

HEADQUARTERS STH WISCONSIN BATTERY,
3D Bric., 1s1 Div., Ricur WING, 14rd ARMY CORPs,
Janvary 9, 1863.

GENERAL: I have to report the following as a detailed account of
the part taken by the Eighth Wisconsin Battery in the recent engage-
ments near Murfreesborough, Tenn., December, 1862, and Jaunuary,
1863
December 26,1862, by order of Brigadier-General Woodruff, we formed

* Nominal list omitted.
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in battery three different times at Nolensville, and fired 38 rounds at the
enemy; effects of the shots unknown. .
December 30, we took up our line of march with the brigade. By
order of Brigadier-General Woodruff, we took position in front about
noon and shelied a piece of woods in our front for two hours, when we
were ordered to advance. We then came into position on the left of
the Third Brigade, in the edge of a belt of timber, near a small corn-
field, in the immediate vicinity of the enemy, from which point we shelled
them until dark, the enemy only firing two shots at us while in this
position, one of which struck a tree over one of our caissons, the other
burst in our front, a piece of shell striking the wheel of a gun-carriage.
At dark we fell back with three of our guns, by order of General Wood-
ruff, and stationed ourselves over a hill in the rear of the infantry, re-
maining all night with harnesson our horses ; one gun on picket.

December 31, as soon as it was light, we took a position to the left of
the position oceupied the night before, with our three guns. Tmmedi-
ately on taking our position the enemy charged on us in force. We
opened on them with canister, with good effect, checking them consid-
erably. Our infantry support here gave way, and we were ordered to
fall Dack. Capt. Stephen J. Carpenter was killed before we ceased
firing, and 4 men wounded. Our battery retired in some confusion,
with the loss of one 10-pounder Parrott gun, and 11 horses killed and
wounded.

By order, we again came into position in a large corn-field in our
rear, from which point we opened on the enemy, and continued to fire
until our support left us, when we were again obliged to fall back. We
then moved a little to the right and rear, when we came into position
and opened on the enemy as they advanced out of the woods in our
front. We did some execution with canister and shell, but our support
again leaving us we were obliged to fall back. By this time the con-
fusion scemed to have become general ; our battery fell back to the
rear and left, and reported to Brigadier-General Woodra {f’s headquar-
ters ab 3 o’clock in the afternoon with three guns, 50 men, and one gun-
limber.

January 1, 1863, by order of General Woodruff, we drew 100 rounds
of ammunition, and sent one 6-pounder gun, caisson and limber, to a
10-pounder Parrott gun to the rear, where they were captured by the
enemy, with 1 man taken prisoner and 3 horses lost. Went into posi-
tion with two guns, and remained till next day.

January 2, were ordered to march with the brigade. Moved to the
left, and took a position between our brigade and that commanded by
Colonel Carlin, by order of General Davis, commanding division. ITmme-
diately on coming into position the enemy opened a volley of musketry
on us, when we were ordered to fire, Opening on them with canister,
they soon fell back.

January 3, we lay in front all day, exposed to the fire of the enemy’s
sharpshooters.

January 4, at 3 o’clock in the morning, we were ordered to fall back
to our former position on the pike, which we did, thus ending the fight
on our part. We fired about 400 rounds of ammunition during the
engagements.

Respectfully submitted.

HENRY 1. STILES,
Tieut., Comdy. Fighth Wisconsin Battery, Volunteer Artillery.

Brig. Gen. JEFFERSON C. DAVIS,

Comdyg. First Division, Right Wing, Tourteenth Army Cc ps.
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No. 20.
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,l{irst B7"Lg 16. 71f6¥/nt7”3/, Comnmnd’mg

IIEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION
> m H : i
}»LGHL WING, FOURTEENTT ARMY C(;RPS
In Camp, south of Murfreesborough, January 9, ’1863

] "m 7] . 1
LIEurENANT : I have the honor to submit the following report of ¢
part taken by the First Brigade in t S ot
Sl oy the Iirst Brigade in the late engagements, resulting it
t.l? taking of Murfreesborough: i , s
n compliance with the order of Brigadier-G
) com ) he ) igadier- ; is
ing division, we left camp, at Saint .)'1\71(1elsj7u()(l:'(:3$ a‘lx t%iwﬁ’ lczlil)nmnd-
U (R Ty W [P 1t nt James’ Chapel, ab daylight Decem-
, 2, and marched in the direction of Nolensvi i i
papdn, 1008, @ ) olensville, this brigade
Bing advance. We soon came upon th 0
‘ i acwame,  We so it he enemy’s cavalry., Com-
81(’“?’71}?;1%!“1 %-Slxml lil)mms Cavalry, under direction of C‘l})[‘l)ill Pease
[ Brigadier-Genera avig’ stall, oceupied { \ Wl the Tifty.
{ dier : avis aff, pied the road, and the Ifif
oAl L , Q he Tifty-
?tm“zl&i!lvujlms ll_nm_ntly was thrown out as skirmishers on each sido %t’
tlie emzl;)(r)sp(érmlslh.\':{Es kept up until we reached Nolensville, when
he appeared in force an jgad it i
ol and opened upon the brigade with artil-
n A & A 5 )
. lfllllle ,ldt o‘f our 1111‘(3 of battle rested upon the pike, the right oceupying
(t~ I wun}nandmg the town, Captain Pinney’s (IFifth '\Visc()xlsiln)lbua
er ; i)pel‘l(,('l upon the enemy and drove them from the town '
_ A large force of cavalry was seen moving to the right and dis ;
ing, with the evident intentic ing ehtond reis and dlo
lo(l’r’ iedy : infention of attacking our right and rear and dis-
tryé,\lvrl‘llz ::foxl((i{ntmfhhm" 1the Twenty-second Regiment Indiana Infan-
Y Was ved to the right to repel this attack, ¢ J in’
: : el 5o thie 11y pe attack, and Colonels Carlin’s
1:3211“ O(i:)dl'uill : brigades deployed, by order of Brigadier-General 13'1 viq‘5
r right, soon came up, and the e ) iven from their
Il Ot : ne up, he enemy were driven fr ir
LI)();FU()H and forced to withdraw their artillery. RS
pi]'éliz lelrillgm};e, rgn' the If)it of 1;110 line of battle, moved forward up the
e leading to Triune, Pinney’s battery being i
ding y’s batter; on the pike, the Twenty
second Indiana and the Seventy-fourth Lllinoi o o] ety
b ] he Seventy-fourth '1llinois on ight
Il 1l _ y-fou its right, and th
Senenfy-ﬁ[th and F_lrltyy—nmth Hlinois on its left. The é:‘ll(zl;l\' wtclrg
1‘);)1;0(( nmt‘l" 1"’5“}‘”{“ ollgir(fnt natural strength, about 2 miles from Nolens
rille, on the right and left of the pike, wit i i
S ght ¢ {6 of the pike, with one secti f ar
and the remainder near the r in Froms 5 eoll o o
| ar the road. Pinney’s battery, fr ) the'
02 S Temg) ol ) attery, from a knoll to the
; i pike, 0])'0111(‘(1 at short range with all his guus, and this bri-
g,]a( e, on the left of Colonel Carlin’s, marched steadily forward drivi
& N . 3 £ g 4 g
(t)tn_clgxiﬁmyh o:ﬁlt‘he hitl, ;vhere they were compelled to abandon one piel()'z :
artillery.  This march had been made i i i | th
3 B ) in a dreuching rain, and t
r . 3 17 1 ¢ " : (1 l
lbliltetnlzlei?dub[’.ce{} by1 thcnl, exertions upon the muddy 1‘07Ld an’d the Le]\'e
sitements of the day, bivouacked on the field, for : . 0
. ) ) he field, for the possessi :
which they had fought. Tl i i ot aotod b
:h they ha ght. The following day this bri i
g SRS wing day this brigade marched in
rear of Colonel Carlin’s nearly to Lriune, it raining cou%t’mtl y :L 1bei i
very cold. ° P EIRDeIE
December 29, we mare i
a 'Boleb(] -lx&;),r\(; L(:dm%l):h01111111\1reufr of I(Joloue] Woodruft’s brigade, on
; Ji ¢ oward Murfreesborough. Al 2 mi :
Overails ook s | L M 2esh gh. out 2 miles from
rall’s sk, by order of Brigadier-Gener: i '
v 5 1 srigadier-General Davis, [ deploy
Vil reeK, . ) OT ployed
bl}lggf(leyon the right of the road, and moved forward 110511'1_)‘&% th?: cretelll'e
W glet;]\ ¢ bivouacked in the rain, without fires v
u the morning ‘ parched ]
sight of tho Wilkinsois pice, the Svonty fonrth sl Sovete o st
[ he Wilkin e, y-fourth and Seventy-fifth Regi
ments Illinois Infantry deploy g 3 Akl o )
antry deployed on the right of Colonel Carlin’s bri-
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ville, where the enemy were posted in considerablo force. I threw my
regiment into line of battle on the right of the brigade, oceupying a
strong position on a high ridge reaching from onr extreme right to the
town, on our left. The fight had already begun, and the enemy now
opened on us a heavy fire of canister and grape, but, fortunately, too
high, and no serious injury was done us. The enemy’s ¢ valry now
moved to their left, with the evident intention of gaining our right flank
Or rear, but in this attempt they were foiled, for I now threw out a
heavy body of skirmishers, who, with one section of Oaptain Pinney’s
IFifth Wisconsin Battery, not ouly held the enemy in check, but drove
them from their ground. With the brigade, my regiment pursued the
fleeing enemy, driving them from every position.  Night now set in, and
we bivouacked till morning, Iying on onr arms,

From thence we marchoed toward Murfreeshorongh.  On the morning
of the 30th we came in contact with the enemy’s pickets, and drove them
for 3 miles through a dense thicket of cedar and underbrush,  But our
advance was now checked by a heavy fire from the enemy’s batteries.
The cannonading lasted for ‘some hours, but with little effect, Night
now again sef in, and we laid down on our arms, facing the loe, and
only 300 yards distant, We could plainly hear the rebels converse dur-
ing the night. At daylight next morning they could be seen moving
to our right, by thousands, which movements were promptly reported.
I now sent ouf five companies to the front ag skirmishers, instructing
them to fall back as our lines did, which they did, hotly contesting every
inch of ground, and shooting down numbers of the enemy. With the
remaining five com panies of my regiment I toolk position on the right of
the Fifth Wisconsin Battery. " I was now on the extreme right of our
lines. The enemy made their appbarance in great numbers, advancing
in solid column from the dense cedar thickets in our front. ~ On and on
they came, nothing daunted at the heavy charges of canistor and grapo
the battery on our Jeft was pouring into their ranks, When they had
advaneced within 30 yards, I ordered my regiment to fire, whicl they did,
with deliberate aim. Our fire Was returned by a raking five from their
extended lines of infantry, while their batteries played on us from our
front and right. Our battery being hotly pressed, began. to fall back,
and I ordered my regiment to fall back. | rallied them again on the
right of General Roussean’s command, and took position on theright of
a battery, and success{ully aided in supportingit. Late in the evening
of the same day I was ordered to the right of the division again, where
we remained until the evening of the 24 of January, at which time I
was ordered, doub[e-quick, to the support of our left across the river. I
reached them just as the enemy were giving way and being hotly pur-
sued by our forees. Nothing worthy of note oceurred during the night
and the following day. On the night of the 3d the enemy retired, leav-
ing us undisputed Dossession of the field.

I here wish to mention the names of some of the officers of my regi-
ment who distinguished themselves by their courage and bearing :
Capt. W. H. Taggart, Company O; Lieut. William 7. Riggs, Company
I'; Lieut. John Gooding, Company A Lieut. Patriclk Carney, Com-
pany D.  Lieut. Col, I . Tanner was severely wounded in ‘the hip
while at his post in the performance of his duty. Major Shea and Ad.

Jutant Adams renderced themselves highly conspicuous in attempting to
rally the regiment, and by their bravery and noble daring. Capt. Wilt.
iam Powers, Company I ; Lieut. A. D, Sawyer, Company B'; Lieut.
R. V. Marshall, Company I; Capt. W, IT. Snodgrass and Sergt. A. J.
Moss, commanding Company G, are brave and onnd offiean and i
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heir whole duty. xce] ik o
th](;xl: a willingness and determination rai 9_1? (‘,1‘1111 LLL ::lnxnot e i e
W it ble mention of the above-named officers, % e o]
o Japt. N. De Versey, Company A Licu . James olGrayel
e i Sompany G, and Licut. T.. C. Orrill, Compan

1 Lieut. A. W. Griffith, Company G, a e, I e i
{l‘(m l:ollci't the field in the carly part of the (rnqa‘{,.“ e m'l'infr Lo morn-
i ZT‘:)f the 31st of December they W(EUCIL() Nas nd] 1?;’1‘5&0;’01' s
ol numb issioned officers an ivates of m

i r of non-commissioned : E ny com
qmtel anlll(;ls]tlzl 1:)ef whom were taken prisoners and paroled at La one,
mand,

and who are still at Nashville.
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IV revi ought
ST < ccontions men of my regiment foug
With fow exceptions, tho TEabwhileT make

{ rour ) obedi crvant
Very respectfully, your most obedient ser i (’_}()()I)IN(},

nding Legiment.
Colonel, Commanding Iieg

icut. 8. M. JoNEs . PR
Lleufickting Assisma’w Adjutant-General.

No. 25.

1 t of Col. William P. Carlin, Thirty-cighth Illinois Infantry, com-
tepor .

manding Second Brigade.

B, FIRST DIVISION,
ND BRrRIGADE, FFIRST
e SE\%?NG FOURTEENTII ARMY CORP%,_d
o ’ January 6, 1863,
i i report of the opera-
3 the following report of 7
: ave the honor to submit t : g1 b of the opera-
ti Sm‘fltllxli‘;‘rl?riﬂ"tde since leaving I{nob Gap, near Nolensville,
iions o Qe | !
. ‘ning of Tth, in
e o i " march on the morning of the 27th,
i ¢ he line of mare ) rning of { !
bl g '?Tlic?Hif-ect-ion of Triune, luvouucld!lg._\\Jtllt]}u 111118;11%1100-
a] hg a‘{y :édlxlxlf'illelre it remained during the 28th, moving on the g
that place, 0

i irecti ' Murfreesborough. ) o
Ofltlh et;zgitgllltnv:D E%i%};a;tclﬁgdo(t)n Blackman’s i':ﬁ‘m, 4} miles west of that
That n v

dverall’s Creek, on the
Rt i f the 30th we crossed Overall’s Creek,
; e 30th we cros . e
rly on the morning o ) 5 uallla Eonachs, 0
rig(lllatl(l)i: tohe ‘Wilkinson pike, and took up position ina heavy
te] g y i
o s ond: roug corn-field
of Ass; Gli‘?l(’oin“’as ordered to advance; passed 111{1011'11;‘3;1; ﬂ\ o(tothose d,
Alt" OI');LU().tllor heavy wood, where my S’l{l!]‘.lllllﬁlxl(:l(;‘.o 11“:“,]1 l'j;l,\vis, so of
el“t*(/flllléhm(r Before making this advance, 1‘31‘1(;;.11(, 1%(1] q i o
' l,b L1' (“Bd.i\'ision informed me that my 1)1)1{3,(1«(0 \\1 {V{)odruﬂ' Yy toxis
mont m?‘ the diviéion and that Colonels Post anc ')r(kr’ed i
1 y ' : i ; . 3 W oore 3 (T ", ) ) » §
}uult,b(,) setively the’lrh‘sb and Third Brigades, \\\ Ll()t (0010"01 LRy
mg’ml]?;gbwit‘h 1f1(,3 My skirmishers, undcrl.T1J10|‘1(,g,lléuhi-mc DI, e e
Tt sin V eers, continued to drive those ey
Aot \VIS(}OllSl;l votllllllfctjlié (‘1'3111'111 of a mile, when L ]nult.edh and
' rood for about - - vl . Lot o
tlll‘(t)ugh tligs‘g Ot%d()(())lonols Post and Woodrnil' to keep pace wit Y
sent a requ > |
A ing suffere rerely, were with-
‘LdV(mgﬁiS »oint my skirmishers, having hl»lﬂ(,l ffl Esex\{ruk, Hotoniss;
At, ‘ q]nll my battery (Second Minnesota, (le j;nli;;ti'nrr Chli)
ot the enemy with canister and spheriea '_(,‘Asgle s unier ries
e Onl ’tll en threw forward another line of skirmishers, unc
- the <

‘(“]]‘lll : olone via -fi U i “s' d 'S ‘vhich ﬂ)d.‘
ot ‘{: (./ l( ULI “[('Ll Ul\in, l ;lltr_\ “ st l ”“l 01 ”“t(/(,l y
) ¢ U 7 1¥L ¢ we I's ( VO 2CrS, V

’ 5 slosed it, driving
1 lawlv that mv front line of battle soon closed upon it, g
rannad en ¢ln at
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in, however, the skirmishers of the enemy. My first line of
vever, . nemy. y firs of battle was
Iéo“jﬂwwhm 180 yards of the enemy’s line, at the house of Mrs. William
mith,

At this pointa battery, about 100 yards west of the house opened with
anister upon the Twenty-fivst Ilinois Volunteers, and a‘u(’)bhclr on t]io
east of the house, 250 yards distant, on the Fifteenth Wiscousili Voluhj
teers, killing and wounding a number of my men. Here it was my in-
tention to halt until the First and Third Brigades should come ui) on
my right and left, respectively ; but Col..J, W. S. Alexander (e()lllxl‘ilfl’lltl-
ing Twenty-first linois Volunteers, without instruetions 1'1'0111“1119
ordered his 1‘0;1"iment to charge on the battery in his ﬁ‘ont. His comZ
mand was moving, with a shout, at double-quick step within 80 yardﬁ
of the battery, already abandoned by its cannoneers, when a very l'lezw_;'
fire was opened upon it by infantry, which lay concealed behind fences

and outhouses, on the right and leit of the battery. This fire killed ;111;1
wounded a large number of the Twenty-first Hlinois Volunteers and
threw the l("l'b companies into some disorder, when the l'oo'imenlz '\\”;m
llarl‘ted :1‘11(1 formed on the vight of the Fifteenth Wisconsin *\"ulu'nteersk.

The fight was now fairly opened, and continued vigorously until
night by the front line of my infantry and the battery which had heen
placed between the two regiments. 'The batteries in our front were éodn
silenced, but another was then opened on my right flank, distant about
500 yards, which completely enfiladed my lines and conside rably injured
us 3 but this, too, was driven out of sight by Captain Hotehkiss, after
a vigorous and well-divected five. ) Nl

Again 1 sent a request to Colonels Post and Woodraff' to come up
but they continned to remain in rear of my lines. | maintained m\"
,])‘().\j]tloll.(]l]l'lllg the night, having at dark relieved my front line by the
Thirty-eighth Hlinois and One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers,

Fvi}ly l‘oss during this day, in killed, wounded, and missine, was ilfl)oub
175 ()(Il(;(lrs and men. Before daylight on the morning of l;:acmnbm' 31
perceiving indications of an advance hy the cnemy, I retived my l);Lt;tor\Z
about 200 yards. At daylight the enemy u(l\'nm':(;(l. Seeing that tho
troops on the right and left of my line would not come up, ffell lmck‘
'\\:lth my infantry on a line with my battery, and made a stand ; th(;
l'wenty-.in'st Ilinois Volunteers about 200 yards to the rear, and 0;1 the
right of the One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers ; tho ]"ifteenthl
Wisconsin Volunteers were posted on the rocks in 'f‘r()nt? of my hdtterv
and the Thirty-cighth Hlinois Volunteers on the leftof the One ]unﬁlréd
and first Ohio Volunteers. o /

My men were falling rapidly on the fron line, and, wishing to in-
crease the fire on the enemy, I sent an order to ()olom’zl Alexander to
advance and form on the right of the One hundred and fivst Ohio Volun-
teers, and to Colonel Ileg, Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, to form on
the left of the Thirty-eighth Ilinois Volunteers, and to m’v battery to
retire.  To my surprise, I received a veply from Colonel Alexander that
he was :lll_'()zl(l.\'. so hotly engaged that he could not come forward. The
startling intelligence was also at this moment communicated to me. b /
one of my orderlies, that all our forces on our right had left the g‘r(n’m(iy
Ilnlnmh:{t(?ly afterward a heavy fire of mnsketry and artillery from 1;11(;
enemy, from my right flank and rear, unmistakably announced that 1
was also attacked (rom that direction. ’ -

On my left Woodrufl’s brigade had left the ground. My command
was thus exposed to lire from all points, except the left of my rear.
Wheu too late to retire in good order, I found that I was overpowered
and but a moment was wanting to place my brigade in the hands oi'
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the foe. I decided to retreat by the left flank, when my horse was shot
under me and myself struck, and all my staff and orderlies dismounted
or otherwise engaged, which prevented me from communicating the
order to the regimental commanders. The rear line, then consisting of
the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, was the first to withdvaw, by the
order of Lieutenant-Colonel MeMackin, then commanding, Colonel Alex-
ander having been wounded. Colonel Stem and Lieatenant-Colonel

"Wooster, of the One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers, having been

shot down, and the ranks of the regiment dreadfully thinned by the fire
of the enemy, it gave way and retreated. The Thirty-eighth Illinois
Volunteers held its position until the enemy was within a few steps, and
then retired. This regiment would have suffered far more severely in
its retreat had not a heavy fire from the Fifteenth Wisconsin Voiun-
teers, judiciously posted by Colonel Heg to its left and rear, kept the
enemy in check until it had left the wood and partially reformed along
the fence, on the right of the Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, where
an effective fire was kept up, holding the enemy at hay.

This only gave the foe on our right and left the more time to envelop
us.  All that now remained of my brigade crossed two open fields and
entered a wood about 200 yards east of Griscom’s house.

The regiments were painfully reduced in numbers, but I formed a
line at this point, and several volleys of musketry and artillery were
fired with destructive effect upon the ranks of the enemy; but the foe
was still on our right at Griscom’s house, with none of our forces at
that point to oppose them, and being informed that General Davis had
ordered a still farther withdrawal, I retired my command about half a
mile to our rear, and again endeavored to rally the men, bub it was
evident that they were so utterly discouraged that no substantial good
could result, while no supports were in sight.

At another point, about half a mile farther to our rear, 1 rallied all
who could be found, and took a strong position in the edge of a cedar
grove, holding it until the enemy came up, when my men fired one vol-
ley, and broke without orders. I conducted them to the rear, passing
through the lines of our reserves, and halted at the railroad, where we
remained during the afternoon collecting our scattered men.

During the two days’ fight the loss of officers was so great that some
companies had not one to command them, and others not even a ser-
geant. Our regimental colors were all borne off’ the field flying, though
four color-bearers in succession, of the Twenty-first IHlinois Volunteers,
were shot down, and two of the color-guard of the Thirty-eighth Ilinois
Volunteers, three of the color-guard of the Tifteenth Wisconsm Volun-
teers, and four of the color-guard of the One hundred and first Ohio
Volunteers fell. Our artillery was all brought oft’ in safety.

1 have to report the loss of many officers, who were ornaments to our
army, and who will be mourned by all who knew them. Col. L. Stem,
One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers; Lieut. Col. David McKee, 1if-
teenth Wisconsin Volunteers, and Lieut. Col. M. F. Wooster, One hun-
dred and first Ohio Volunteers, were unsurpassed in all the qualities
that make up the Lrave soldier, the true gentleman, and the pure
patriot. Capt. James I’. Mead, Thirty-eighth 1llinois Volunteers, fell,
shot three times, while bravely fighting the enemy with his revolver
after his regiment had retired. Lieut. John I. Dillon, Thirty-eight
Illinois Volunteers, commanding Company 13, fought with a musket until
he was shot once, when he drew liis sword and cheered on his men till
le fell:dead. Other instances of equal gallantry were observed in the
other regiments, but to recount all would give my report an undue
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SrcoND DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

First DBrigade.
Brig. Gen. L. E. PoLx.

1st Arkansas, Col. John W. Colquitt.
13th Arkansas.
15th Arkansas.

5th Contederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

2d Tennessee, Col. W. D. Robisown.

5th Tennessee, Col. B. J. Hill.
Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lieut. T. J. Xey.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. St. JorN R. LIDDELL.

2d Arkansas, Col. D. C. Govan.
5th Arkansas, Lieut. Col. John E. Murray.
Col. 8. G, Smith.
ggi ﬁﬁzg:gs‘ Lieut. Col. . J. Caweron.
’ 5 { Maj. W. T. Douglass.
8th Arkansas:
Col. John H. Kelly.
Lieut. Col. G. F. Baucum.
Swett’s (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. H.
Shannon.

’

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busorop R. JOIXSON.'

17th Tennessee :
Col. A. S. Marks.
Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd.
93d Tennessee, Liout. Col. R. H. Kecble.
25th Tennessee :
Col. J. M. Hughs.
Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis.
37th Teunnesseo:
Col. M. White.
Maj. J.T. McReynolds.
: Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennessee, Col. John 8. IMulton.
Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery, Capt. DPut.
Darden.
Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Woob.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
33d ‘Alabama, Col. Samuel Adams.
3d Confederate, Maj. J. I'. Cameron.
45th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. Charlton.
15th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. A. T. Hawkins.
Alabama Battery, Capt. Honry C. Semple.

McCown’s DIVISION.”

Maj. Gen. J. P. McCown.

First Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. Ecron.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke.
11th Tesas Cavalry :

Col. J. C. Burks.

Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp.
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Andrews.
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Second Brigadci

3rig. Gen. Jamrs E. RAINS.
Col. R. B. VaNce.

3d Georgia Battalion, Licut. Col. M. A.
Stovall.
9th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Joseph L.
Smith.
29th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vance.
11th Tennessee :
Jol. G. W. Gordon.
Licut. Col. William Thedford. )
Buafaula (Ala.) Light Artillery, Lieut. W."
A. McDuftie. ™

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Evaxper McNair.
Col. R. W. HARPER.

1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles: }

Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramsaur.

24 Arkansas Mounted Ritles

4 Lieut. Col. J. A. Williamsou.

4th Arkansas, Col. II. G. Bunn.

30th Arkansas:
Maj. J. J. I'ranklin.
Capt. W. A. Cotter.

4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj. J. A. Ross.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T, Humphreys.

.
*Of Smith’s corps, serving with ITardee.

{ The regiments of this brigade serving as infantry.
t Serving as infantry.
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‘Retwrn of casuallies in the Confederate forces—Continued.

Killed. ' Wounded.
e
51 | .
Command. = ! Officors killad.
£ 13 P
D | % ol
2= =
S|\ S

L4th Texas Cavalry = .
15Lh Texas Cavalry * .
Douglas’ battery

Silsh
st

|
|
Letor's Brigade—Cont'd. i
|
|
l

PO emsman s sose

Rains' Drigade.

34 Georgia Battalion....|....| 6| 6| 5 Lient. W. L. Prior mor-
. . tally wounded.

Oth Georgia Battalion...l....| 1 1} 2

29t North Carolina ... R :

11th Tennesseo.....
Eafaula (Ala.) Artiller;

Tofal soserssmgasass: -

McNair's Drigade.

i
|
| 82 |- ¢
. 2 1 991 4| 7 11| 120 | Capt. Thomas F. Spence.
sy B 8 9 52 | (i 1 91 10 79
|
!
|
!

1st Arkansas Rifles ... e 9] 9118 69 |
2d Arkaosas Rifles 3
4th Arkansas....
4th Arkansas D 1
30th Avkansas. ...........| 2| 810

19 ... 5 (5 29 | Lieut. W. C. Donclass.
Gy ... 22 22 95 | Capt. S, T, Black  and
Liout. D.J. Wright.

Humphreys' batiery

L 03 1)
Iseotrt company..........

Grand  total  Me-
Cown's division. f

06

|
L
JACKSON'S BRIGADE. | | |
5th Georgin s cvenn on 2 ‘ 1012 L. 18 Col. William T. Dlack
[ ‘ and Livut. J. W. Ea-
20 Georvin Battalion | i SO,
y Sharpshooters P! I 2 f 3 26
Hth Mississippi 401 ‘ 51 64 8 66 s - Capt. J. IL Morgan.
Sth Missisgippi 1 | 19 1 2012 100y 113 4. g 33| Licat. J.J. Hood.
Tulitl ¥ . weememanises | ‘| a7 | 41| e3 | o4l
R N B
RECAPITULATION
o 1 ! 'Anﬁw i | |
Polk's corps .. 4 51517 601 282 3,404 13,086 |

1
47 450 497 251 ¢
4

Mardee’s corp ) 3,047 1 s 49

MecCown's division %55 83 | 02 v‘lll 638 | 769 ' 1 | 980

Jackson's brigade........ 4|37 i 41|28 | 2L 264 o ! 105
S PO PR, T I ;

Grand total§......... il(lf) ll]‘l‘) 1236 667 tG, 099 iT,Ttm i 33 835 808 9, 865
|4 |

* Dismonnted.

t Notes on original lists indicate that all these casualtics, except 4 of the wounded
in Raing bricade, occurred December 31, 1862

{ Note on original list indicates that all these, éxcept T man wounded Janunary 2,
1263, occurred near Cowan's house, between 12 noon and 4 p. m., December 31, 1862,

§ No nominal lists for Buford’s, Wharton’s, or Wheeler’s cavalry brigades; but seo
Inclosnre C to Bragg’s veport, p. 674, No returns from Pegram’s cavalry brigade.
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Lieutenant Pollard, whose vight arm and leg were broken by musket
shots), were killed or severely wounded, and 10 (with 14 horses) slightly -
wounded.

T found upon the ficld, and appropriated to my use, abous 130 rounds
of excellent 12-pounder fived ammunition, and also the rear part of o
caisson, which I took in place of one of mine,

HENRY C. SEMPLI,
Captain Company Light Artillery.

Major-General [P. Ik.] CLEBURNE.
J

No. 280.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Johw I MeCown, O 8. drmy, commanding division,
Smith’s corps.
SHELBYVILLE, TENN., January 16, 1863,
Lieut. Gen. W. J. HHARDER,
. . 8. Army, Tullahoma, Tenn., :

GrNERAL: [ send in my report of the part my division tool in the
battle in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., on Junuary [December] 31,
1862. The accompanying papers, including subordinate repoxrts, I hope
will give you all the information you desire.

Very respeettfully, &e.,
J. P.. McCOWN,
Major-General.

[Inclosures.]

HEADQUARTERS SucoND Division, SMiT’s CoRrrs,
Shelbyville, Tenn., Junuary 20, 1863.

Having acted under the orders of Lientenant-General Hardee at the
battle betore Marfreesborough, on December 51, 1862, I Lave the honor
to make the following report ot the part talken by my division :

My division is composed ot three brigades, constituted as follows,t
* % % gy effective foree being about 4,000 men.

My command was located at Readyville, Tenn., 12 miles cast of Mur-
freesborough.

At 12 oclock, on the night of December 26, 1 received orders from the
eeneral commanding to move at once to Murfreesborough. T arrived at
9 .. on the 27th, this mareh being made ina cold and drenching rain.
In obedience to orders, my division was posted near the Nashville pike,
behind Stone’s River, as the reserve to the Army of Tennessee.

Ou the 29th, I moved my division to our extreme left, to fill an inter-
val between Lieutenant-General Polld’s left and the Triune road. Not
finding an interval, I posted my command on the lett of the Triune road,
in o lane at nearly right angles to said road, and about 150 yards in ad-
vance of Lieutenant-General Polld’s advauce line, with Brigadier-General
MeNair’s brigade in reserve; two batteries in reserve, and one (Eufaulaw
Light Artillery) near iy center.

On the 30th, the enemy extended his lines to our left, placing in posi-
tion several batteries, and later in the day made a determined attack
upon Robertson’s battery, placed on General Polls Teft. I directed the
Bufaula Light Artillery to be posted so as to take the encmy’s line and
one battery in flank.  DBrigadier-General Rains executed this order, in
person, with considerable damage to the encemy.

t Sce Orgamzation of the Army of Tennessee, No, 189, p. 660,



912 KY., MID, AND L. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA, [Ciar. XXXIL

About this time another battery opened upon my front, killing and
wounding about 30 of my command, principally from Brigadier-General

MeNai’s brigade. Night closed this almost a battle.  During the night 4

the enemy extended his lines, covering my front.

At the dawn of day, in obedience to orders from Lieutenant-General
Hardee, I moved my reserve brigade (McNair's) and placed it on my
right, and moved upon the enemy in my front, about 600 or 860 yards
distant, I will here state that Major-General Cleburne’s division was
placed in rear of my command as a second line.  The Triune road turned
square to the left about 150 yards in front of Licutenant-General Polk’s
left, and again square to the right about 400 yards from the first turn,
An open field on my entire {ront; on the right of the field and in front
of Lieutenant-General Polk’s left was a cedar brake. :

As I advanced, my right {lank received a galling fire from this brake,
as well as in my front, from both infantry and artillery. DMy men ad-
vanced steadily, reserving their five until they were but a short distance
from the enemy’s position. A volley was delivered, and their position
and batteries taken with the bayonet, leaving the ground covered with
his dead and wounded, leaving also many prisoners in our hands; among
them Brigadier General [August] Willieh, captured by Mr. James Stone,
volunteer aide to General MeNair, and another ofiicer representing him-

self as a brigadier general (name forgotten), captured by General Me-
Nair’s orderly, volunteer King. The enemy made several attempts to t

rally, but failed, being closely pressed by my men, their defeat becom-
ing alimost a ront. The enemy was pressed near a mile. The force of
the enemy in my front prevented me throwing forward my left wing as
soon as instruceted by Lieutenant-General ITardee. ‘
In the mean time the enemy pushed a force to my right and rear, close
upon the battery captured on my right. Oaptain [J. P.] Douglas coms
ing up with his battery, came close upon this body of the enemy, disco

ering that the enemy supposed it to be a Federal battery, He obliqued &

to the left, came into battery, not bearing on the enemy, they waving
their flags at him.  In an instant he turned his guns upon them and
opened with canister. The sarprise was complete, and the enemy fe
back in considerable disorder.

About this time a heavy force was brought against my right flanky
Brigadier-General MeNair, commanding the brigade on my right, dise

covered their movements and halted his brigade. 1 directed General’}
MeNair to face his brigade to the right, and file it to the right to cheok

this movement. The moment was critical. I sent the same order
Jenerals Hetor and Rains, which was promptly obeyed by them, leavs
ing a strong body of the enemy in their front. Seeing General Liddell
brigade in the rear, I brought it forward and placed it on my right
cover this ehange of front. General Liddell became at once engage
with a largely superior force, the enemy under shelter of a fence, Ge
eral Liddell in an open field. e gallantly maintained his ground unt;
General MceNair’s brigade was placed on his left. General MeNair

once moved upon the enemy, pushing his right on his center and forg:
ing him from his position for half a mile. The enemy was here posted®
behind a rail fence.  Again General MeNair advanced across an open:
field for nearly 400 yards, and drove them from their position, capturing
all but two guns of their battery—one of those afterward capturedi’
General Liddell’s brigade co-operated in this action. The enemy wass

actively pursued for about three-quarters of a mile, where the division
was halted and ammunition issned—40 rounds having been nearly e
hausted.  Brigadier-General MeNair, by his skill and energy, defeated
the enemy in this last action before I conld bring (ienerals Ector
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Rains into action. Iere General Me¢Nair became exhausted, having left
a sick bed to lead his brigade. 1 sent him back to camp, Col. R, W,
Harper taking command of the brigade.  Captain Humphreys, with his
battery on my right, engaged one of the enemy’s batteries in flank and
rear. This battery was soon silenced or captured by our troops in its
front.

We were now near the Wilkinson pike. The command was mueh ex-
hausted, having forced the enemy’s left hack several miles, and three
times defeated the forces sent to check our advance. I may here add
that prisoners, except those of rank, were turned to the rear, my command
being so small that I could not dispense with a single man, leaving them
to be picked up by the cavalry and those in rear. Notwithstanding the
exhausted condition of my men, having received orders from Licutenant-
General Hardee, Iprepared at once to advance, leaving General Liddells

brigade receiving ammunition, at his request having sent my train to

furnish him. I moved General Rains’ brigade from the left of my divis-
ion to the right, being the strongest and least cutup. Ile was directed
to move some distance to the right, so as to take in flank the batteries
posted by the enemy near the Nashville pike, at the same time that Gen-
eral Hetor and Colonel Iarper (Jcommanding] MeNair’s brigade) took
them in front. General Rains met with a determined resistance, but
succeeded in forcing the enemy from the woods and into the fields that
lay south of their position on the Nashville pike, General Betor and Colo-
nel Harper moving in a northeasterly direction, General Rains nearly
due north. I soon discovered that my left would become engaged be-

fore my right could co-operate. I sent to correct my line, directing the

men to be placed under cover and hpld their ground.  But before this

order reached the command, General Kcetor came under a galling fire
from infantry, sheltered in a cedar brake, and artillery. General Ector
at once charged them, forcing their first line of infantry beyond their
second, and their cannoneers from their guns in their front. I directed

Colonel Harper (commanding McNair’s brigade) to charge the batteries

in his front with a like result. These two brigades were coolly firing
into their second line of infantry, not 60 yards distant, nobwithstanding
they were enfiladed by a terrible fire from their batteries on our right.
Every moment I expected to see General Rains take these batteries. 1
was doomed to disappointment. I was informed that General Rains fell,
shot through the heart, at the moment the enemy was routed. The fall
of this gallant officer and accomplished gentleman threw his brigade
into confusion; also about this time General Cheatham gave some orders

to a part of the brigade that tended to change their direction to their

front. I now directed General Ector and Colonel Ilarper to fall back

under cover, which was accomplished without demoralization or moles-

tation from the enemy. As these brigades fell back, General Liddell
was met in the edge of the woods, having replenished his ammunition.
I directed them to form on his right. Captain Humphreys during this

last contest passed through an interval in our lines and engaged the
batteries on the hill on our right. The enemy turned sixteen guns upon
him, but he gallantly maintained the fight until my command was under
cover. Ifour of his guns were disabled and sent to the rear.  One regi-
ment of General Rains’brigade received orders from Licutenant-General

Hardee and was again in action.
My division had now been under fire from five to eight hours; although

exhausted, the men were in good spirits. By direction of Licutenant-
Geueral Hardee, the division was moved to the right, connecting with
Lieutenant-General olk’s left.

58 B R—VOL XX, PI' I
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Here the division remained on the defensive, at times skirmishing with
the enemy and being shelled by their battery, until the night of Janu-
ary 2, when I was placed in reserve between the Nashville and Lebanon
pikes. Here I remained until 1 a. m. on the 4th, when, in obedience to
orders from Lieutenant-General Polk, I moved to this place.

During these operations one section of the Eufaula Light Artillery
was detached with General [A.] Buford. Capt. L. T. Hardy’s com-
pany of cavalry (acting as my escort) was thrown out to connect my
left with Geveral [J. A.] Wharton, where he suffered severely.

Among the many incidents of this severe and protracted struggle, I
would mention the following: Col. J. C. Burks, commanding Eleventh
Texas Regiment, though mortally wounded, continued to lead his regi-
ment until exhausted. Colonel Burks was a gallant soldier, and idolized
by his command. In the words of his brigade commander, ¢ A better
friend, a warmer heart, a more gallant leader than he was never drew
the breath of life.” Sergt. A. Sims, flag-bearer ot the Tenth Texas
(Colonel [M. F.] Locke), seeing in one of the charges a Ifederal flag-
bearer with his flag waving his regiment forward, sprang forward and
seized the Federal flag, when both fell dead waving their banners with
their last breath. The Federal lag was captured. Sergt. James T. Mc-
Gee, the only man left of the color-guard, seized our colors, but for a
moment, when another of our noblest and bravest men #ll to rise no
more. Private Manning, of Company H, then raised the flag and bore it
aloft the remainder of the day. Private James W. Clark, of Company
G, carried the flag of the Fifteenth Texas Regiment in the first charge,
during which he was killed. The colprs were then taken by Lieut. L. De
Board, of Company F, who bore fHie# the remainder of the engagement.
Private Clark [D.] Jenkins, of Company D, First Arkansas Rifles, seeing
a Federal officer making great exertions to rally his command, detached
himself from his company, and, taking deliberate aim, shot him from his
horse. The saddle had the saddle-cloth of a general officer. In the first
charge in the morning, Sergt. J. R. Perry, color-bearer of the Fourth
Arkansas Battalion, had his arm paralyzed by a shot striking the staff,
and the flag fell to the ground. Sergt. J. C. Davis, of Company A, imme-
diately snatched the colors and bore them until reclaimed by Sergeant
Perry. Color-bearer H. W. Hamblen, Second Regiment Arkansas Rifles,
gallantly bore his flag until shot down. The colors were immediately
seized by Corpl. J. W. Piles, of the color-guard, who bore them gallantly
the remaiuder of the day. Color-bearer J. B. Bryant, of the Fourth
Arkansas Regiment, was wounded. Lieutenant [John] Armstrong then
took the colors and fell, mortally wounded. Lieutenant [G. D.] Good-
ner then took them, but was soon afterward wounded. Captain [John
W.] Lavender bore the colors the remainder of the day.

In one of the charges of the Thirtieth Arkansas Regiment it had seven
company commanders cut down and the color-bearer, yet the men never
wavered. Later in the day a second color-bearer was wounded and the
colors lost in a cedar brake, but whether found by the enemy or not is
not known. The ounly field officer (Major [J. J.] Franklin) and several
lieutenants also fell, and yet this regiment maintained its organization.
Seven color-bearers fell in General MeNair’s brigade and three in Gen-
eral Ector’s. Col. G. W. Gordon, Eleventh Tennessee Regiment, fell,
dangerously wounded, while most gallantly leading his regiment. I was
informed by prisoners that the Federal General [Joshua W.] Sill was
killed by my division while endeavoring to rally his defeated troops.
My division moved so rapidly, and was so constantly engaged, that the
guns captured were never counted ; I am satisfied that [there were] at
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least twenty-three, besides caissons, forges, and other ordnance stores.
The division passed, untouched, wagons, knapsacks, &c.

Brigadier-Generals Ector and McNair and Colonel Harper (command-
ing McNair’s brigade in the latter part of the day) exhibited cool and
dauntless courage, as well as skill, in the handling of their commands.

T cannot speak in too high terms of the regimental and company offi-
cers; all bore themselves gallantly and nobly.

To the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of my division I owe a
debt of gratitude. Idid not see a single straggler nor a single plunderer
up to the attack on the enemy’s position on the Nashville pike; every
man seemed inspired.

To my staft on the field I am under many obligations for the efficient
manner in which they performed their respective dutics, viz: Maj. 1.
S. Bradford, assistant adjutant-general and chief of staft’; Muaj. G. A.
Henry, jr., inspector-general; Maj. Batt. Barrow and Capt. I'. S. De
Wolff, assistant adjutants-general; Lieut. B. N. Mathes, assistant in-
spector-general ; Lieut. H. S. TFoote, jr., aide-de-camp; Mr. R. R. Mc-
Clure, volunteer aide; Lieut. E. M. Ross, acting aide-de-camp ; Capt. G.
M. Mathes, chief of artillery.

Capt. J. D. Allison, ordnance officer, performed his duty well, not only
supplying ammunition to my division, but to others.

Lieut. Col. W. . Dyer, acting paymaster to Smith’s corps in the field;
Maj. M. Cheatham and Capt. C.-W. Kennedy, assistant quartermasters,
have my thanks for the efficient manner in which they performed duties
assigned to them.

Maj. P. . Glass, division commissary, and Maj. H. Brownson Smith,
acting commissary of subsistence, rendered good service in their depart
ment in supplying the command in the field and the hospitals.

Division Surg. Gus. B. Thornton was untiring in his labors with the
wounded. He is entitled to the thanks of the command.

On several occasions Lieut. D. C. Chamberlain, of my escort, carried
my orders on the field to my satisfaction.

My two orderlies, William T. Brabson and William Forbes, bore
themselves with great courage, and were useful to me in many ways.
Mr. Armstrong, of Knoxville, behaved with great gallantry.

To Brigadier-General Liddell,commanding brigade in Cleburne’s divis-
ion, I am under many obligations. He came into action at my request at
a critical moment, gallantly maintaining the fight until I could change
my front and bring my troops into action. This was the only active sup-
port that I am aware of receiving until I was forced to abandon my
purpose of establishing myself on the Nashville pike.

I feel grateful to Lieutenant-General Hardee for the consideration ex-
hibited for my weary and exhausted command, as well as for the confi-
dence (as exhibited by him in sharing our fortunes at one time in rear
of the Federal army) reposed in them.

It is with pride and pleasure I record the gallant bearing of my divis-
ion, but it is with a sad heart that I record the roll of the gallant dead
and wounded.

Col. R. B. Vance, Twenty-ninth North Carolina, succeeded to the
command of General Rains’ brigade. Colonel Vance bore himself
callantly.

After the fall of General Rains, his staff on the field reported to me.
Their bearing at all times when under my observation was very gallant.
They are as follows: Capt. [Felix] R. [R.] Smith, inspector-general;
Lieut. T. B. Thompson, aide-de-camp, and Capt. C. A. Nichols, volunteer
aide-de-camp.

I send inclosed the reports of my subordinate commanders and a
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list* of killed, wounded, and missing, which please append to this report.
I also send a topographical sketch of the battle, drawn from memory.
Yours, &e. S ’
y S J. P. McCOWN,
. . ‘ Major-General, Commanding.
Maj. T. B. Roy, Assistant Adjutant-Gieneral.,

ics.
[e) Houses.
e wem POsition at night 31st.

@ Position Liddell came into action.
b McNair.
A A4 Ammunition issued.
B Rains moving on Nashville pike.
C ¢ Betor and MeNaiv moving on Nashville pike.
D Position night 31st.
R Federal line of retreat.
K General Rains file

r Liddell receiving ammunition.

Nashville Pike.

Made from menory
J0 PO MeCOWN,
Hejor-General.

Muayreesbard’

" Eihodied in No. 101, pp. 680, 681.
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CHATTANOOGA, TENN., June 28, 1863.

In General Bragg’s report of the battle of Murfreesborough I find the
following :

The failure of General McCown to execute during the night an order for a slight
change in the line of his division, and which had to be done in the morning, caused
some delay in the general and vigorous assault by Lieutenant-General Hardee, but
about 7 o’clock the rattle of musketry and the roar of artillery announced the begin-
ning of the conflict.

This passage conveys to the mind of the reader that I had failed to
execute an order, thereby delaying the attack, and that the attack com-
menced at 7 o’cleck. Neither proposition is sustained by the facts in
the case. Upon reading General Bragg’s report, I applied to him to
correct this error, in a communication addressed to his chief of staff,
in which I say:

I received an order on the night of the 30th from General Bragg to change the posi-
tion of Rains’ brigade. The change was made during the night. I also received an
order from Lieutenant-General Hardee to chaunge the position of McNair’s brigade.
General Cheatham was to point out the new position, which he did. The brigade was
placed accurately upon the ground indicated by General Cheatham before I left for
General Bragg’s headquarters. Asto the hour of attack, Thave to say the attack com-
menced at 6 o’clock. This fact is sustained by the reports of my subordinates.

I forward inclosed a copy of this application, marked A, together with
a copy of the reply thereto, marked B, in which reply General Bragg
refuses me the justice to which I am entitled, and, by some strange mis-
apprehension on his part, he bases that refusal on the ground that my
application and the certificates therein inclosed sustain his report. This
mistake is singular and palpable. He says in his report that I failed
to execute an order, whereby the attack was delayed. This statement
I deny in my application and sustain the denial by proof. In General
Bragg’s reply he assumes that this denial constitutes an admission of the
fact. His report places the beginning of the conflict at 7 o’clock. My
application places it at 6 [0o’clock], and the evidence therewith offered
proves my statement correct; yet General Bragg in his reply assumes
that my application and certificates ¢ fully ” sustain his report in this
respect, notwithstanding they differ an hour as to the time of the begin-
ning ot the attack. When the rules of logic are so far reversed as to
make a positive denial an admission of a fact, and when the laws of
nature are so far changed as to make 6 [o’clock| in the morning and 7
o’clock one and the same thing, then General Bragg’s assumption that
my application for a correction of his report sustains the report itself
will be comprehensible, and not until then. His report and my appli-
cation are the reverse of each other, both as to my failure to execute an
order and as to the time of attack. General Bragg’s reply says that on
these points they agree.

reneral Bragg further says, in his reply, that the statement in his re-
port which I asked him to correct was based on the following paragraph
in General Hardee’s report :

Major-General McCown having failed to get MeNair’s brigade on the line of battle
Tuesday night, as directed by me, the brigade was moved into position next morning.

I would respectfully state that I am at a loss to understand how Gen-
oral Bragg could base a statement in his report of February 23, 1863, on
a paragraph in the report of General Hardee, dated February 28, 1863,
five days after General Bragg’s report.

I deem it proper here to relate clearly the facts in the case. Near
sundown on the evening of December 30, 1862, Lieutenant-General
Hardee come to the left and assumed command, and requested General
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It affords me pleasure in being able to state tl_ng the ])11(\)111111};5’55 3{131
i &8 ich Li N. Lane, of General McNair’s -
ergetic manner in which Lieut. J. N. ] ool Molairs gves
g?mcéé' Lieut. H. C. Leigh, ordnance officer to Gener{llsl;(,tén(,‘ S&I%tlo(f
cey, in ¢ of G -al Raing’ ordnance, and Sergt. Gr. V. -

7. Maxey, in charge of General Rains unce, and Sergt. . |
iie of fh}e’ divisionborduznlce, moved in execution of OI(!C]S, did much to
ass,ist me in sapplying troops and dlsposmg (t)f 1111\}' tI‘:)Lllllll‘. —

I beg the honor, major, to be, very respectiully, y 'y

servant J. D. ALLISON,
Captain and Chicf of Ordnance to Major-General McCown.

Maj. H. [S.] BRADFORD . ‘
M Ohiej[' oj]' SZaﬁ and Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 282,

«j M Jhief rtillery.
Report of Maj. George M. Mathes, ———, Chief of Artillery
WN'S DIVISION r’s CORPS
{EADQUARTERS McCOWN’S DIVISION, SMI! y
Heapat Shelbyville, Tenn., Januvary 11, 1863.
. e . e Lo
¥ Y bmitting the following report of t
TAJ0R : I have the honor of su ! follosh port; of th
fllltlﬁle bba‘tter(ies of this division took 1nllche engagements of Decemb@r.
30 and 31, [1862,] before Murfreesborough: . ’
0()()Lllidthe 7‘)‘gt(h, V’v]ben the division was in position an reser{ (?13 ]E ;5;11‘; ];)é'
i ¢ i ike, I received an order ir
's River, near the Nashville pike, l ; ]
Snt%%i E:)Tex;er'll’commzmding to detach one section of rifled pieces from
ajor-g b

one of the batteries, with orders to report to Brigadier-General [A.

ik i ‘ s from the Bufaula Light?
P %Gthe S{ﬂf{m' pl’k{)};'ifzﬁigh(l‘ivigtsltgg;:t [W. A.] McDuffie com-*
Artillery, General Rains g L e B :
i of Lieutenant [W. d.] McKenzie.
manding), under charge i gl L0 e ottt on
ivisi g red from its reserve positic eft,
Vhen the division was ordered frc eserve position & ft,
thg s road kflleb‘mtteries were moved in mass in rear of the (hwvsmn
o 1()(};, : T‘hé Datteries of Captains Douglas and Humphreys
its new position. p Pl L ] plirey:
&r) ll-tes I)llc"lcc}d in reserve, and Lieutenant MeDuffie, counnan(hln_g: I{;;u?:x;l&.é
Bittelx"\: was ordered to take position in line to snmzort s : ﬁZ&w
liainsy)ydurinnr the day of the 30th, when th_e firing peu(1.triet V(?Cn]e ;OS}.
( Rokbertsorﬂ: battery. Lieutenant McDuflie was ordere 01 a i (% -
O‘lclm to support and relieve Captain Robertson, Wh'ltcht he %1{;111:601338&11311'
1 : ’s b ie ing it to change )
s batteries, forcing g
damage to one of the enemy’s g Ib 10 O D e,
i i y one gun and killing several caunos :
; yrisoners state dlsmouu.tm;, _ ling & ‘ Lects.
leJriléll;tIenzmb Mcl)ufﬁ’e kept his battery at 500 yards rf}ngeé}%tﬁ %}Lhttz:zry
munition was exhausted, when he was ordered to draw off his by

11 his ammunition chests. S y
an’%lﬁs ]iellténllllb commanding and the men of the battery deserve great

credit for the cool and ‘ ‘ _
under the severe fire of two or more batteries.

cilled. )
o man wounded and 1 horse ki N _ s oF
W ritldaylight on the morning of DgcemlgerDul, alll of ftgi nlétitleﬁlgtboﬂs
ivisi red forward. Captain Douglas,o 2
the division were orderec i el e
e pos ointo action on
i was ordered to take position and g _ /GR Iipieit AR T8
})“gsaedg;l the left of Lieutenant-General Polk’s line, which hfclS(il(l)(lll,aemWt
glggmg the enemy at short range, throwing the cé;]euiyt}tn to confu
- facilitating the t of the enemy on the left. U
yreatly facilitating the rou GUENLY § 6 lefte OB ot fol.
3&111%)‘% received by his battery, Captain Douglas was 3
(4 $=) A - ;

The loss of the bai;tery

skillful manner in which the battery was handled-

On account of
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g
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lowing up the division immediately, and was consequently some distance
behind by the time he was in condition to move forward, which he did as
soon as possible. Captain Humphreys’ battery (MeNair’s brigade) was
ordered up to take position on the right of Captain Douglas and to sup-
port bhim; but the enemy having fled before Lie could arrive, he pushed
on Lis battery and passed to the right of the division, and engaged the
enewmy near the Wilkinson pike. He was engaged by a vastly superior
force of the enemy’s artillery, and had four of his guns disabled and five
men wounded and several hiorses killed.  Ie Leld his position with his
two remaining guns until the artillery of the enemy was captured or
forced to retire. ‘

Both the ofiicers and men of this battery deserve credit for the gallant
maunner in which they stood by their guns and served thew. The bat-
tery commanded by Lieutenant McDuflie not having been furnished
with sufficient ammunition, it was left in reserve near the house’on' Gen-
eral Cheatham’s left, where it remained until about 2 Do, when'it'was
moved across the Wilkinson pike, but was ordered back by Brigadier-
Geueral Maney to take position to cover the retreat of our divisionin case
they were compelled to fall hack at this place. I put all the Latteries
of this division in position at the place where they remained until Fri-
day night, when they were ordered to Murfreeshorough.

[ gathered up aud sent to Murfreesborough on this day sixteen pieces
of artillery, a number of caissons, and some battery wagons, forges, &e.,
captured by this division. Major [L.] Hoxton, clief of artillery, Lieu-

“tenant-Geuneral Hardee’s corps, assisted and had others carried off the
field. Inconsequence of the recent rains, the ground was almost impass-
able for the movewents of artillery, and the division was, in a measure,
deprived of this arm.

I am, respectfully, :
GIEO. M. MATHES,
Acting Clicf of Artillery, Major-General McCown’s Division,
Maj. II. 8. Brapron,
Assistant Adjutant-GQeneral.

No. 283.

Report of Drig. Gen. . D. Lctor, C. 8. Army, commanding First Bri-
gade.

HeAvQuanrers Iinsr Dricave, MaCown’s DIVISION,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January —, 1863.

In obedience to special orders from division headquarters, it becomes
my duaty to make a report of the operations of my brigade in the recent
battles before Murfreesborongl. i

During the night of the 30th ultimo, 1 was ordered to bave my com-
wand in readiness to move upon the encmy at daylight on the unext
morning. General MeNair's hricade was to move up in position on my
right and General Rains’ brigade on my left.  The enemy were known
to be in strong force immediately in front of us, supported by several
batteries.  These were posted near the edge of the timber.  There was
a level field between us, about 500 yards across it. A few minutes after
G a.m. on December 31, the two brigades had avrived in the position
indicated, and the connmand Forward, march,” was given. The three
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took its place in the line of battle on the left of the brigade (Raing’),
which was the extreme left of General McCown’s division. Ten minutes
after forming, the order to advance was given, which was done in good
order until a lane half a mile from the point of starting was reached,
when the enemy’s pickets were encountered, and a short but brisk firing
commenced, without, however, retarding the progress of the command
for one moment. The pickets fell back behind the cover of a field bat-
tery of one brass piece (12-pounder howitzer), which the men, sweeping
on, took before it could be got into position to open fire. TFour of the
gunners were captured at their guns, besides some other of the enemy’s
vedettes, who were run down by our men in the chase, which had now
extended to 24 miles. Not stopping at this gun longer than to send the
prisoners to the rear, the regiment again pushed on (in its designated
place in the brigade) for, perhaps, 2 miles farther, capturing meantime
one six-mule feam and wagon, loaded with ammunition, instruments of
a brass band, kettle and bass drum, and one four-mule wagon, loaded
with medical stores. Soon after,in passing through a dense oak wood,
a battalion of the enemy’s sharpshooters were discovered lying on the
ground some 50 paces in advance. They fired one volley into us, which,
being promptly returned, they retired rapidly across a corn-field and
into a thicket of cedars, where the enemy were posted in stroug force.
This thicket of cedars was so dense that it formed in itself a natural
breastwork and protection to the enemy posted therein. Halting the
regiment but a moment for the stragglers to close up, the command was
given to drive them out, and the men commenced promptly to advance.
Here the struggle of the day took place. The enemy, sheltering them-
selves behind the trunks of the #hickly standing trees and the large
rocks, of which there were many, stubbornly contested the ground inch
by inch. Our brave boys, cheered on and led by their field, staff, and
company officers, advanced through a very tempest of leaden hail and
drove them pell-mell from the thicket into an open field beyoud. Here
the enemy’s batteries, on an eminence half mile beyond, began to play
upon us. The men stood to their places amid this storm of shot and
shell and grape and canister until it was ascertained that their ammu-
nition was exhausted. Just at this moment, too, General Rains was
seen to fall, and the news, running like wild-fire along the whole line,
produced a temporary confusion, which induced the senior colonel of
the brigade to order the command to fall back both to get ammunition
and to shelter themselves from the enemy’s batteries, against which
they could do nothing.

During the engagement my horse was killed and Adjutant [John E.]
Hoey’s shot under him.

The regiment entered the fight with 300 men, but, from the long-
continued chase, at least 50 fell out and were not in the fight in the
cedars. We had 5 men killed, 46 wounded, and 5 missing, making a
total of 56.

Some of the officers and men deserve especial mention for their dar-
ing, gallantry, and good conduct upon the field, while all engaged did
their duty.

Respectfully submitted.

ROBT. B. VANCE,
Colonel, Commanding Twenty-ninth North Carolina Regiment.

Major [H. S.| BRADFORD,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January 10, 1863.

Str : | bave the honor to submit my report of the part taken in the
pattle of Murfreeshorough on the 31st ultimo by the Second Brigade,
McCown’s division.

On the morning of the 31st, the brigade was formed in hne at day-
break, the Twenty-ninth North Carolina Regiment having just arrived
from McMinnville, Tenn. The command ¢ forward® was soon given, and
the whole command promptly sprang forward, soon taking the double-
quick step, which was kept, under the direction of General Rains (who
gallantly led his troops forward), until arriving at a lane, where we en-
countered the enemy’s pickets, who fired upon us aud fled. One man
in the Twenty-ninth North Carolina was killed in the first fire. Crossing
the fences, the double-quick was taken again, the enemy’s skirmishers
continuing to retreat rapidly before our shouting and triumphant troops.
The charge was continued for about the distance of 3 wiles, when the
command was halted, the left flank resting on a creek. Here the strag-
glers were gathered up and the brigade reformed.

During the charge the Twenty-ninth North Carolina Regiment cap-
tured oune 12-pounder howitzer, one six-horse wagon laden with ammu-
nition, and one medical wagon, while the gunuers were driven from a
battery on the right of Colonel Stovall, Third Georgia, and the pieces
sent to the rear. The charge was so rapid that time was not afforded
to ascertain the number of pieces thus sent back, as the command was
not halted for a moment.

After resting for a short time, the command was moved some distance
by the right flank, then moved by the front through several fields into
a grove of oaks.

At this point the brigade was changed somewhat. Colonel Stovall,
Third Georgia [Battalion], was placed on right; Major [J. T.] Smith,
Ninth Georgia, next; then Colonel Vance, Twenty-ninth North Caro-
lina, leaving Colonel [G. W.] Gordon, Eleventh Tennessee, on left. In
this manuer we advanced, encountering the enemy in force in a few
moments. He delivered one fire and fell back in confusion, our boys
pushing on with enthusiasm, charging through the forest, and driving
the enemy pell-mell before them. The enemy formed again on a slight
elevation in our front, from which they were soon driven into a cedar
thicket, and from thence finally into a large field under cover of their
guns, a heavy battery of which opened on us at once with shell, grape,
and canister, while the enemy’s infantry rallied and opened fire from
two or three heavy lines of battle. Here was the struggle for the day,
and a hard one it was. Almost immediately after this hard contest be-
gan our gallant and noble brigadier-general (James L. Rains) was shot
through the heart, falling dead from his horse.  Still, the troops fought
on, though the fall of so daring a leader necessarily produced consider-
able confusion. Owing to the dense cedar thicket throngh which we
were charging, the Third and Ninth Georgia Battalions got separated
from the Tweunty-ninth North Carolina and Eleventh Tennessee, on the
extreme right. From the reports of Colonel Stovall and Major Smith, I
learn that these gallant commands were hotly engaged in front and on
the right flank, being subjected to an enfilading fire. They drove the
enemy from his position, and, finding the line falling back, joiued it and
reformed in the oak woods. They subsequently obtained position on
the rightof General Johnson’s brigade, and continued there until placed

in the new line of battle near the cedar swamp, and were kept in line
until Friday night, January 2, having occasional skirmishes with the
enemy in front.
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In the mean time the Twenty-ninth North Carolina and Eleventh Ten-
nessee, after continuing the engagement for some time, found their am-
munition exhausted, and accordingly retired to get supplied and to
recover the line fully. Here again the Twenty-ninth [North Carolina|
and Eleventh Tennessee became separated, as, through a mistake, the
commands went to different points for ammunition. From Lieu’ten-
ant]-Colonel [ William | Thedford’s report (Colonel Gordon baving been
wounded in the cedar thicket), I learn that after getting the cartridge-
boxes filled they went in with General Liddell’s brigade and sustained
heavy loss mm a severe action, capturing several pieces, which they were
compelled to abandon for want of support.

The Twenty-ninth North Carolina also returned to the field, and were
ordered to attack a brigade of the enemy which was trying to flank Gen-
eral McNair. The command moved across the open field being ex-
posed to a raking fire from the enemy’s battery near by ; bl,]t meeting
General McNair’s brigade coming out, the command was ordered to join
it, which it did in the woods to the rear, where they were also joined by
the Eleventh Tennessce. i

Receiving orders to obey the orders of Colonel Harper, I joined my
two regiments to General McNair’s brigade, and we were moved on the
new line of battle, constituting General McCown’s right, on General
Cheatham’s left. Here we lay in line of battle until Friday night, Jan-

uary 2, occasionally skirmishing in front and constantiy expecting the -

attack to be renewed.

_From the report of First Lieut. W. A. McDuffie, Eufaula Light Ar-
tillery, I learn that his battery was engaged with the enemy for an hour
on December 30, and that he Waéwf then ordered to take position in front
of his own (Second) brigade (he having been supporting Robertson’s
battery), but counld not do so for want of ammunition, which was sup-
plied during the night. ,

On Wednesday (31st) he was ordered to the front, and took position
near the Nolensville pike, but was not engaged ; Second Lieutenant [W.
J.] M(:Kenzw. was ordered to take position with two pieces on the ex-
treme left, with General Buford. Here he was engaged on the 31st for
two hours, co-operating with General Wheeler’s cavalry. The report
speaks highly of the conduct of the men.

From all that I saw, and have since heard, of the conduct of the troops
on the field, I feel that I cannot speak too highly of them. The ground
charged over first and last was quite 5 miles, and the time occupied in
the cha}‘ge three and three-quarters hours.

The field and staff officers of the different commands, and the brigade
staff officers, behaved nobly, and have surely merited high favors at the
hands of their country.

It is perhaps ununecessary to speak further of General Rains. His
gallantry and daring exposure of himself was certainly not surpassed
upon the field. Peace to his ashes.

As coming under my own eye, I beg to mention Adjt. J. E. Hoey, of
the Twenty-ninth North Carolina, who behaved with extraordinémry
courage upon the field, encouraging the men by word and deed.

Several officers had their horses killed.

For the casualties* of the command I refer you to report of killed
wounded, and missing. ’

Respectfully submitted.
p y subniittec ROBT. B. VANCE,

_ COolonel, Commanding Second Brigade, Army of Tennessee
Major [H. S.] BRADFORD, Assistant Adjutant-denerag 4 .

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 681.
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No. 290.
Report of Lieut. Col. M. A. Stovall, Third Georgia Battalion.
—, 1863.

[T have the honor to submit the following] report of the engagemeut
of the Third Georgia Battalion with the enemy on December 31, 1862 :

On the morning of December 31, [1862,] the troops of our brigade were
called up and ordered to remove the fence which had concealed us the
day before to avoid the enfilading fire of artillery to which we had been
subjected. This was finished just as day began to dawn. The men lay
under cover of the line of fence until objects became distinctly visible.
The command “forward” was now given, and the Third Georgia Battal-
ion moved rapidly about 300 yards, when ¢ double-quick ” ran along the
line, and with a yell the whole sprang forward. We received the fire
of the enemy’s pickets, who fled. If there was any line of the enemy
in front of the Third Georgia Battalion they fled without firing, and we
swept entirely around that which was in front of Ector’s and McNair’s
brigades. The whole force now opposed to our battalion fled in con-
fusion, and we pursued them with a running fire for 3 miles, to their aban-
doned encampment. Here the line of battle, which had been broken,
was reformed, and we moved rapidly by the right flank several hun-
dred yards, then again by the left flank, our line of battle sweeping
around to the pike. Crossing this, my battalion moved in advance of
the remainder of the division, who had halted for ammunition. Soon
after entering the wood we came upon a regiment and skirmishers, who
had been engaged with the enemy. Passing the skirmishers, we found
their line posted in a hollow. Though we had killed several in the pur-
sait, here our fighting began. We delivered our fire at a distance of
150 yards or less, killing many. At the word the battalion sprang for-
ward down thie hill, while the enemy scampered away up another and
halted, and began a galling fire from under cover ot a ledge of rocks
and cedar thicket. The enemy in front of the Ninth and Eleventh find
ing no such cover, continued to give way, and while the Ninth and
Eleventh swept forward my battalion was checked for a moment. We
soon, however, forced our position directly in our front, and when we
moved up to occupy it we were subjected toa galling enfilading fire on
our right. The attention of our right wing being directed to this an-
noying force ot the enemy, they were soon driven off.  Our men were
rallied and formed among the rocks, and we moved by the left flank
toward the cedar swamp, where the fire was the hottest. Here we met
our lines retiring in confusion before a destructive fire of artillery. We
filed out of the woods, in order, to the top of the hill, where we first fired
upon the enemy. Here we made a stand, until Polk’s brigade was ral-
lied, when we marched out into the field and aliowed Cleburne’s division
to pass. Here we rested a few minutes to procure ammunition, and
by order of General Cheatham marched again to the front. Finding
myself entirely alone with 300 men, it was deemed imprudent to make
an unsupported attack upon the enemy.

General Johnson’s brigade came up about 2 p. m.,aund, having obtained
his permission, we took position on his right and co-operated with him
until 4 p. m., when we again learned McCown’s division was near the
place we fought first in the morning. We rejoined the division and re-
mained until night in line of battle. For the casunalties, I respectfully
refer you to the list* already furnished.

M. A. STOVALL,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Third Georgia Battalion.

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 681.
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No. 291.
Report of Maj. Joseph T. Smith, Ninth Georgia Battalion.

CAMP NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN.,
January 9, 1863.

SIr : 1 have the honor herewith to transmit a report of the part taken
by my command in the late battle of Murfreesborough.

On the evening of December 30, 1862, we took up our position in line
of battle on the left wing of the army, and soon after deing so the action
commenced to our right. The position we had taken was such as to
bring us directly within range of the enemy’s artillery, and, though in
open ground, no casualty oceurred during the evening.

At a very early hour on Wednesday morning, December 31, we were
under arms and informed by General Rains that we were to charge the
enemy’s line. At about 6 a m we commenced the advance, the men
being so eager for the fray that it was in a manner impossible to restrain
them in order. After advancing some 600 or 800 yards, we came upon
the enemy’s pickets, who were fleeing in all directions. We gave chase,
and advanced so rapidly that we were at the enemy’s batteries before he
was able to fire upon us. We pushed forward without waiting even to
examine the batteries, and, after thus advancing at a double-quick a mile
or more, werc halted by General Rains and reformed. We bere swung
round to the right, and, crossing the Franklin pike, passed into a dense
woods. Upon proceeding a short distance we came upon the enemy
occupying a strong position, and successfully resisting the advance of
our right for a few moments,after which they fled. During the mo-
mentary check of our right wing, the left of my command, finding but lit-
tle resistance, still advanced, and thus became separated from my right.
A company or more of the left of my command by this means pushed
forward with the Eleventh Tennessee Regiment, which occupied a posi-
tion to my left, and did not join me again during the day. Upon rout-
ing the enemy from the clift of rocks where we first encountered them
in the woods, we pushed forward in pursuit, but soon found ourselves
confronted by the enemy’s batteries, very heavily supported by infantry.
My command, at this time not numbering over 130 men, and having no
support, were reduced to the necessity of falling back, which was done
in tolerable order. The men being utterly exhausted, 1 ordered a rest,
and proceeded to gather together my stragglers, and in the mean time,
ascertaining that we were to form a new line of battle near where we
then were, in company with Lieatenant-Colonel Stovall’s Third Georgia
Battalion took our position in that line. At this place we remained until
Friday night, Janunary 2, having frequent skirmishes with the enemy’s
pickets, undergoing occasionally severe sheiling from the enemy’s bat-
teries.

The conduct of my command, with some trifling exceptions, was
worthy the highest praise.

The list of casualties* has heretofore been furnished.

The meagerness and incompletenessof this report must be accounted for
by reason of my not having any facilities for writing with me at present.

All of which is very respectfully submitted.

JOSEPH T. SMITH,
Major, Commanding Ninth Georgia Battalion.
T. B. THOMPSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade.

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 68L.
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No. 292.
Report of Lieut. Col. William Thedford, Eleventh Tennessee Infantry.

—— —, 1863.

On Wednesday, at daylight, the Eleventh Tennessee Regiment, Col.
G. W. Gordon commanding, was drawn up in line of battle on the left
of General Rains’ brigade and of McCown’s division. We remained in
this position with the Twenty-ninth North Carolina Regiment on the
extreme left, when we were ordered to charge the enemy, stationed some
800 yards in advance. The charge was led by Geueral Rains in person,
and resulted in a complete rout of the enemy, who were pursued for some
3 miles. A halt was then ordered and the command reformed. After
a short rest we were again ordered to advance in line until we encount-
ered a large force of the enemy. A charge was immediately ordered,
which was obeyed with alacrity, until the advance was checked by the
enemy’s battery, which rained shot and shell into our ranks. Here Gen
eral Rains advanced to the front and was immediately killed. Colonel
Gordon was severely wounded while gallantly leading his regiment, and
the command devolved upon myself. The enciny opposed our advance
with obstinacy, and being strongly re-enforced, and our ammunition
failing, we retired to the rear. Collecting the scattered of the regiment
and procuring ammunition, we again advanced to the front, and were a
third time ordered to charge the enemy. As before, the men obeyed
with a shout, and drove the enemy before them until they gained a strong
natural position. Here the ground was hotly contested until we were
ordered toretire. Though constantly in line, the regiment was not again
actively engaged. A large number of the regiment were engaged only
in the first charge, in consequence of guarding the prisoners taken.

The following is a list of the casualties.*

Respectfully,
WM. THEDFORD,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Eleventh Regiment Tennessee Vols.

No. 293.
Report of Lieut. W. A. McDuffie, Bufaula Light Artillery.

—. 1863.

CaPTAIN: [ have the honor to make the following report of myv bat
tery of the late engagement before Murfreesborough :

On [December] 30, [1862,] at 4 p. m., I engaged the cnemy with four
pieces, being ordered by General Rains to support Captain Robertson’s
battery. After an action of about an hour, I was ordered by General
Rains to withdraw. 1 then received an order to go into position in the
field occupied by the Second Brigade, but such ammunition as I could
use having been expended, T was unable tocomply. I was then ordered
to retire beyond the range of the enemy’s guns, there to await ammuni-
tion. It was supplied me during the night.

On the following morning I was ordered to the front, and took posi-
tion near the Nolensville road and was not engaged.

" Nominal list, omitted, reports 8 men killed, 11 officers and 51 men wounded, and
10 men missing; but see No. 191, p. 681.
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Second Lieut. W. J. McKenzie, on the 29th, was ordered by the chief
of artillery of General Bragg’s staff to report with two pieces to Gen-
eral Buford, on the Salem road. He was engaged on the extreme left
on the 31st at 3 p. m. He was in action about two hours and co-oper-
ated with General Wheeler’s cavalry.

The men, during the engagement, acted well. I expended 213 rounds
of ammunition.

My casnalties are 1 corporal and 1 private wounded* and 1 horse
killed.

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. A. McDUTFIE,

First Lieutenant Bufaula Light Artillery.
ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, SECOND DBRIGADE.

No. 204,

Report of Brig. Gen. B. McNair, C. 8. Army, commanding Third Bri-
gade.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE,
In Camp near Shelbyville, Tenn., Januwary 10, 1863.

Sir: Through you I have the honor to make the following report to
the major-general commanding, the division, of the action of my brigade
in the late battle before Murfree§borough, on December 31, 1862 :

In obedience to orders received from division headquarters at 7 p. m.
on December 30, 1862, T formed my brigade in line of battle on the
ground designated at that time.

At 6 a. m. on December 31, I moved forward about 150 yards, and
joined Brigadier-General Ector’s brigade on the right. 'We then moved
forward together to meet the enemy, who was in force immediately in
front of us. We had advanced but a short distance before the enemy’s
pickets and sharpshooters opened fire npon us. At this point I cau-
tioned my brigade to reserve their fire and push forward. I had ad-
vanced but a short distance when the fire became general along the
line, indicating that we were near the enemy in position; and at that
moment he opened upon us with a six-gun battery a most terrific fire
of shell and grape shot. I then ordered a charge, which was responded
to with alacrity and good will. It was but a moment until his battery
was ours, his long line of infantry routed and dispersed, and the strong
position which he held in security but a moment before covered with
his dead and wounded. My command continued to pursue the cnemy
for three-quarters of a mile, pouring a destructive fire into his broken
and scattered ranks, strewing the ground with his killed and wounded.
At this point, discovering that the sapport on my right had not come up
as expected by me, and the enemy having thrown a heavy force partly
in my rear, their sharpshooters having already commenced to fire upon
my wounded mei, I halted my brigade and moved them to the rear by
the flank, for the purpose of protecting my wounded men.  After having
moved but a short distance, I discovered Brigadier-General Liddell ad-
vancing with his brigade on my right, thus obviating any further move-
ment on my part in the direetion in which T was then moving. I then

* Nominal list omitted.
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immediately wheeled my brigade, thus changing my front and joining
Brigadier-General Liddell on hisleft. Again I ordered a forward move-
ment, pushing the enemy back upon his center in a direction due north
from that point. Here a heavy skirmish commeuced with fresh forces
of the enemy, supposed to be about one division; they were driven from
every position for the distance of half a mile. Here they took position,
protecting themselves behind a rail fence to the right-oblique of my
line of battle. The enemy had already engaged General Liddell’s bri-
gade, on my right, holding them in check and pouring a destructive
fire into their ranks. Discovering his critical position, I immediately
ordered a forward movement, and had to advance across an open field
a distance of about 400 yards. Again I directed my brigade to reserve
their fire, which was done, until we had advanced within about 30¢
yards. Though the enemy poured a heavy fire upon my line from be-
hind their cover, yet not a man faltered, but pushed forward with the
stern determination of veterans. Here I ordered a charge, and, as be-
fore, officers and men seemed to vie with each other in performing acts
of gallantry, and one simultaneous shout rent the air. The enemy, made
bold by his front being protected by the fences, held his position with
more tenacity than usual; but the terrific fire poured upon his ranks, and
the velocity with which my men charged, drove him from his position
in confusion, thus relieving Brigadier-General Liddell’s brigade, which
was already faltering under the heavy fire of the enemy, thus for the
second time driving the foe from his choice and strong position. This
was perhaps the hardest contested engagement of the day. Here my
loss in killed and wounded was heavy, thoungh small compared with tha:
of the enemy.

Without halting, I pursued the enemy through an open field, pouring
a deadly fire into their disordered ranks for half or three-quarters of a
mile, until I arrived at another fence in front of a dense forest.  IFearing
an ambuscade, and at the same time finding the men were out of ammu-
nition, I ordered a halt and rested the men in rear of a fence, at the same
time ordering up the ammunition train, which arrived in due time, and
proceeded to replenish the cartridge-boxes.

At this place, general, as you are aware, having become expausted
(my health having been bad for several days previous), I was unable to
remain longer upon the field, and placed Col. R. W. Harper, of the First
Arkansas Mounted Ritleinen (dismounted), in command of the brigade,
and most respectfully refer you to his report for the further action of
the brigade upon that day.

In regard to the casualties of the brigade—as already reported, killed
42, mortally wounded 6; killed, wounded, and missing 427—1 am happy
to report that a very large proportion of the wounds arve slight, and mos:
of the men will report for duty very soon.

Aud bere, gencral, T beg leave to call your attention to the surgeons
of my brigade. Surg. W. L. Gammage, with the limited means at his
disposal, did all that could be doune to relieve the sufferings of the
wounded men.  The regimental sargeons, with their assistants, proved
themselves worthy ot the high and respousible positions they occupy.
By their united efforts, with the assistance of the infirmary corps, not
one wounded man was leit uncared for during the night.

As you are aware, general, we turned the right wing of the Federal
army, driving them 4 miles or more, taking one brigadier general
(Willich) prisoner, a iarge number of officers of the line, and privates
innumerable, capturing fourteen pieces of artillery, caissons. and ord
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