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No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Sylvanus H. Stevens, Stokes’ (Chicago Board of Trade)
Illinots battery.

In CAMP ON FRANELIN PIKE,
Near Nashville, Tenn., December 14, 1862.
(Received headquarters Eighth Division, Dec. 15, 1862.)

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, I
proceeded with 3 wagons and a detail of 6 men to obtain forage on
the Franklin pike; that before leaving the lines I had the pass from
General McCook approved by General Negley, authorizing such com-
mands. While on the road I was informed by Lieutenant Wood, of
General Negley’s command, commanding a party of forage wagons, that
hie had just obtained a quantity of forage at a place about 24 miles
outside of the pickets, and that other teams, under an escort commanded
by Colonel Scott,had gone beyond this place. Before commencing the
loading of the wagons, I made a thorough reconnaissance of the position,
and placed my sergeant on an eminence to observe the country around.
While proceeding to load, about 20 or 30 guerrillas, mounted and well
armed, surrounded my men. They fought aslong as there was a chance
of a defense, and then surrendered. Rather than be taken prisoner, I
fought my way through, escaping on foot. In consequence of the gateway
being blocked up by one of my wagons, the sergeant and myself held
the party at the gate with our pistols while the teams were escaping.
Five privates and 1 corporal were taken prisoners; 1 private wounded
in the back. This man we brought away. Five horses were captured
and 2 killed. The guard under Colonel Scott with train had passed
without my knowledge, leaving my party about a half mile in the rear.

I'am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
8. H. STEVENS, Jz.,
First Lieutenant.
Capt. JaAMESs H. STOEES, Commanding Battery.

The date of this report is the date of the matters therein set forth,
viz, December 14, 1862.
S. H. STEVENS, JrR.,
First Lieutenant.

DECEMBER 15-16, 1862.—Violation of flag of truce.
REPORTS, ETC.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, U. S. Army, commanding Left Wing, Army
of the Cumberland.

No. 2.—Capt. George G. Knox, aide-de-camp.

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve, U. S. Army, commanding Fifth Division.

No. 4.—Col. Robert H. G. Minty, Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

No. 5.—Correspondence between Major-General Rosecrans, U. S. Army, and General
Bragg, C. 8. Army.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Orittenden, U. S. Army, commanding Left
Wing, Army of the Cumberland.

HEADQUARTERS LEFT WING, December 16, 1862.
COLONEL : I spent the entire day yesterday visiting the front of our
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lines. Found all quiet; very orderly and exceedingly wet. Late in the
avening, whilst a flag from the enemy was waiting for an answer from
General Rosecrans, the forces of the enemy came in and captured the cav-
alry pickets, numbering about 45 men, which had been placed by Gen-
eral Stanley in front of the Fifth Division, it being all the (;avalry in
front of my command. By 9.30 the enemy occupied the station where
the cavalry had been captured, and were signaling from it. Another
regiment was promptly ordered to the front, to strengthen our outposts,
and the night passed quietly. The divisions all report no absentees
without passes, and guard vigilant. I inclose a report from General
Palmer requiring attention.* bed
respectfully, your obedient servan
Hostresp hy T 1. ORITTENDEN,

Major-General, Commanding.
Col. J. P. GARESCHE.

No. 2.
Report of Capt. QGeorge G. Knox, aide-de-camp.

HEADQUARTERS LEFT WING,
December 25, 1862.

MAJOR: By permission of the general commanding, I accompanied a
command on the 16th instant, numbering 111 men, of the Fourth Michi-
gan Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson, who was
ordered to go with his command 2 miles beyond our outpost on the Mur-
freesborough pike. Arriving at our outpost, which is just at the 8-
mile post, we found a party just ready to go out with a flag of truce to
escort Lieutenant-Colonel Hawkins, of the Confederate Army, outside
our lines. The command of Colonel Dickinson was ordered to dismount
and remain inside our line until the flag returned. This we did, and
remained there until the party bearing the flag returned and reported
the way open for us. Our order required us to go as far as the 10-mile
post. On our way, just this side of the 10-mile post, we came upon Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Hawkins, who had stopped at a house to have his horse
fed and to get his dinner. He at once got on his horse and proposed to
go with us, but Colonel Dickinson not desiring a white flag, and being
so near the point to which he was directed to go, refused to let the
colonel accompany him, and required him to remain where he was until
he had returned. To prevent any insult or injury being offered him, a
commissioned officer and two privates of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry
were left with him. Returning in less than half an hour to where he
was, we released him, after having expressed our regrets for having
found it necessary to detain him as long as we did.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. G. KNOX,
Aide-de-Camp.
Maj. LYNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

*Not found.
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CAVALRY.
Brig. Gen. DAVID S. STANLEY.
CAVALRY DIVISION.

Col. JouN KENNETT.

Ilirst Brigade. | Second Brigade.
Col. ROBERT H. G. MINTY. ‘ Col. LEWIS ZAHM.

2d Indiana, Company M, Capt. J. A. S. ~ 1st Ohio:
!

Mitchell. Col. Minor Milliken.

3d Kentucky, Col. Eli H. Murray. ! Maj. James Laughlin.

{th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Willlam . | 3d Olio, Lieut. Col. Douglas A. Murray
Dickinson. | 4th Ohio, Maj. John L. Pugh.

7th Pennsylvania, Maj. John E. Wyukoop. !
Artillery.
1st Ohio, Battery D (section), Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell.

RESERVE CAVALRY.*

15th Pennsylvania:

Maj. Adolph G. Rosengarten.

Maj. I'rank B. Ward.

Capt. Alfred Vezin.
1st Middle (5th) Tennessee, Col. William B. Stokes.
2d Tennessee, Col. Daniel M. Ray.

UNATTACHED.

4th U. 8. Cavalry, Capt. Elmer Otis.

MISCELLANEOUS.
PIONEER BRIGADE.
Capt. James St. C. MORTON.

1st Battalion, Capt. Lyman Bridges.

2d Battalion, Capt. Calvin Hood.

3d Battalion, Capt. Robert Clements.

Illinois Light Artillery, Stokes’ battery, Capt. James H. Stokes.

ENGINEERS AND MECHANICS.
1st Michigan, Col. William P. Innes.
PosT OF GALLATIN, TENN.t
Brig. Gen. ELEAZER A. PAINE.
Ward’s (late Eighth) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. WiLLiaM T. WARD.

102d Illinois, Lieut. Col. Frank C.Smith.

105th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Henry F. Vallette.

70th Indiana, Col. Benjamin Harrison.

79th Ohio, Col. Henry G. Kennett.
Indiana Light Artillery, 13th Battery, Capt. Benjamin 8. Nicklin,

Cavalry.

1st Kentucky, Col. Frank Wolford.
7th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. John K. Faulkner.
11th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. William E. Riley.

* Under the immediate commmand of General Stanley, Chief of Cavalry.

18(;2NOt engaged at Stone’s River. Commanders given as they stood December 31,
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No. 2.

Reports of Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army, commanding
Army of the Cumberland, with congratulatory resolutions, orders, dc.

LA VERGNE, TENN., December 28,
By messenger to Lowisville, I{y., December 31, 1862—noon.

Our advance was delayed one day. The right wing, under MeCook,
drove Hardee’s skirmishers 18 miles down the Nolensville pike, and ad-
vanced on Triune for battle. A heavy fog delayed this advance, and
gave Hardee time to escape toward Murfreesborough. Our left wing
drove the enemy on the main Murfreesborough turnpike with heavy
skirtnishing, and seized all the bridges over Stewart’s Creek last night,
by dark. Our total loss on both lines does not exceed 20 killed, 100
wounded, and 10 missing. We have some 50 prisoners. Our center
crossed from Nolensville yesterday and to-day, and now occupy the
north side of Stewart’s Creek, 10 miles from Murfreesborough—the
right at Triune. Pursuing division went 7 miles toward Shelbyville.
We have report from Murfreesborough to 10 o’clock yesterday. All
his right wing, closed in, came toward Stewart’s Creek.  If, under Ken-
tucky and Tennessee influence or orders, they fight as they propose, 1
think we are in position, by God’s help, to win, and McCook will cut off
their retreat.

W. 8. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK,
General-in-Chief.

GENERAL ORDERS, } HpQrs. DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND,
No. —. In front of Murfreesborough, December 31,1862.

The general commanding desires to say to the soldiers of the Army
of the Cumberland that he was well pleased with their conduct yester-
day; it is all he could have wished for; he neither saw nor heard of any
skulking ; they behaved with the coolness and gallantry of veterans.
He now feels perfectly confident, with God’s grace and their help, of
striking this day a blow for the country the most crushing, perhaps,
which the rebellion has yet sustained.

Soldiers, the eyes of the whole nation are upon you; the very fate of
the nation may be said to hang on the issue of this day’s battle. Be
true, then, to yourselves, true to your own manly character and soldierly
reputation, true to the love of your dear ones at home, whose prayers
ascend to God this day for your success.

Be cool! I need not ask you to be brave. Keep ranks. Do not throw
away your fire. Tire slowly, deliberately ; above all, fire low, and be
always sure of your aim. Close steadily in upon the enemy, and, when
you get within charging distance, rush on him with the bayonet. Do
this, and the victory will certainly be yours. Recollect that there are
hardly any troops in the world that will stand a bayonet charge, and
that those who make it, therefore, are sure to win.

By comman 1 of Maj. Gen. W. S. Rosecrans:

J. P. GARESCHE,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.
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MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
February 117 1863—11.30 p. m.
Capt. Elmer Otis, Fourth Cavalry, in the recent battle, with 400 men
charged the enemy, recaptured 300 prisoners, and greatly distinguished
himself. By their consent, and at their request, he is commanding a
brigade of three regiments, cach with a colonel. I earnestly urge his
appointment as brigadier-general, in order that he may continue to com
mand, as cavalry officers are greatly needed.
W. 8. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.
Hon. K. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRs. DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND,
No. 20. } Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 15, 1863.

The following resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of
Indiana having been received, are published to this army, in accord-
ance with the request contained therein :

Resolved by the senate (the house concurring), That the thanks of this General Assem-
bly are hereby tendered to Major-General Rosecrans, and the officers and soldiers
under his command, for the well-carned victory of Murfreeshorough, Tenn. That they,
one and all, merit the lasting gratitude of the nation and the admiration of the world.

Itesolved, That the patriotic earnestness, skill,sleepless vigilance, and pertinacity
displayed by the commanding general in his advance upon the enemy, his plan of
battle, and especially in promptly meeting the exigencies of its varying fortunes,
prove that he was ‘“the right man in the right place;” that the hearty and prompt
co-operation, the gallantry and skill of his division and other commanders, the ready
obedience, unyiclding and hardy courage of the soldiers are worthy of the highest
commendation.

Resolved, That the Army of the Cumberland, Murfreesborough, and the name of each
fallen and surviving patriot soldier who took part in the perilous struggle, are for-
ever linked together in historic renown, and Indiana will preserve, and gratefully
cherish, their niemory to the latest generation, as among the brightest jewels of an
undivided republic.

Resolved, That the scceretary of the senate be directed to forward a copy of these
resolutions to Major-General Rosecrans, with the request that they be read at the head
of each regiment taking part in the great battle, if consistent with the rules of mili-
tary propriety and discipline.

We hereby certify that the accompanying resolutions unanimously passed both
branches of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana.

PARIS C. DUNNING,
President of Senate.
SAM. H. BUSKIRK,
Speaker of House of Representatives.
JAMES H. VAWTER,
Secrgtary of Senate.
A.T. WHITLESEY,
Clerk of House of Representatives.

By command of Major-General Rosecrans :

C. GODDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 12, 1863.
GENERAL: Asthe sub-reports are now nearly all in, I have the honor
to submit, for the information of the General-in-Chief, the subjoined re-
port, with accompanying sub-reports, maps, and statistical tables of the
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pattle of Stone's River.  To a proper understanding of this battle 1t will
he necessary to state the preliminary movements and preparations:

Asxumm,ﬁ commana of the army at Louisville on October 27, 10 was
found concentrated at Bowling Green and Glasgow, distant about 113
wiles from Louisville; from whence, after replenishing with ammuni
tion, supplies, and clothing, they moved on 1o J\:l.\'ll\'l“ﬁ(\, fhe advance
corps reaching that place on the morning of November 7. a distance of
183 miles from Louisville.

At this distance from my base of supplies, the first thing to be done
was to provide for the subsistence of the troops and open the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. The cars commenced runuing through on
November 26, previous to which time our supplies had been brought
by rail to Mitehellsville, 35 miles north of Nashville, and from thence,
by constant labor, we had been able to haul enough to replenish the_
exhausted stores for the garrison at Nashville and subsist the troops of
the moving army.

From November 26 to December 26 every effort was bent to complete
the clothing of the army; to provide it with ammunition, and replenish
the depot at Nashville with needful supplies; to insure us against want
from the largest possible detention likely to occur by the breaking of
the Louisvilie and Nashville Railroad, and to insure this work the road
was guarded by a heavy force posted at Gallatin.  The enormous supe-
riority in numbers of the rebel cavalry kept our little cavalry force
almost within the infantry lines, and gave the enemy control of the
entire country around us. It was obvious from the begiuning that we
should be confronted by Bragg’s army, recruited by an inexorable con-
scription, and aided by clans of mounted men, formed into a guerrilla-
like cavalry, to avoid the hardships of conscription and infantry serv-
ice. The evident difficulties and labors of an advance into this country,
and against such a force, and at such distance from our base of opera-
tions, with which we were connected but by a single precarious thread,
made it manifest that our policy was to induce the enemy to travel over
as much as possible of the space that separated us, thus avoiding for
us the wear and tear and diminution of our forces, and subjecting the
enemy to all this inconvenience, besides increasing for him and dimin-
ishing for us the dangerous consequences of a defeat. The means taken
to obtain this end were eminently successful. The enemy, expecting
us to go into winter quarters at Nashville, had prepared his own winter
quarters at Murfreesborough, with the hope of possibly making them at
Nashville, and had sent a large cavalry force into West Tennessee to
annoy Grant, and another large force into Kentucky to break up the
railroad. o

In the absence of these forces, and with adequate supplies in Nash-
ville, the moment was judged opportune for an advance on the rebels.
Polk’s and Kirby Smith’s forces were at Murfreesborough, and Hardee’s
corps on the Shelbyville and Nolensville pike, between Triune and
Bagleville, with an advance gnard at Nolensville, while our troops lay
in front of Nashville, on the Franklin, Nolensville, and Murfreesborough
turnpikes. ' o

The plan of the movement was as follows: McCook, with three divis.
jons, to advance by Nolensville pike to Triune. Thomas, with two divis
ions (Negley’s and Rousseau’s), to advance on his right, by the I'ranklin
and Wilson pikes, threatening Hardee’s right, and then to fall in by
the cross-roads to Nolensville. Crittenden, with Wood’s, Palmer’s, and
Van Cleve’s divisions, to advance by the Murfreesborough pike to La
Vergne.
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With Thomas two divisions at Nolensvilte, McCook was to attack
Hardee at Triune, and, if the enemy re-enforced Hardee, Thomas was to
support McCook. 1f McCook beat Hardee, or Hardee retreated, and
the enemy met us at Stewart’s Creek, 5 miles south of La Vergne, Crit
tenden was to attack him, Thomas was to come in on his left flank, and
McCook, after detaching a division to pursue or obscrve Iardee, if
retreating south, was to move with the remainder of his force on their
rear.

The movement began on the morning of December 26, MceCook ad-
vanced on the Nolensville pike, skirmishing his way all day, meeting
with stiff resistance from cavalry and artillery, and closing the day by
a brisk fight, which gave him possession of Nolensville and the hills 13
miles in front, capturing one gun by the Oune hundred aud first Ohio
and Fifteenth Wisconsin Regiments, his loss this day being about 75
killed and wounded. Thomas followed on the right, and closed Negley’s
division on Nolensville, leaving the other (Rousseau’s) division on the
right flank. A

Crittenden advanced to La Vergne, skirmishing heavily on his front,
over a rough couutry, intersected by forests and cedar brakes, with but
slight loss. _ )

On the 28th [27th] General McCook advanced on Trinne, but his move-
ment was retarded by a dense fog.

Crittenden had orders to delay his movements until McCook had
reached Triune and developed the intentions of the enemy at that point,
so that it could be determined which Thomas was to support.

MecCook arrived at Triune, and reported that Hardee had retreated,
and that he had sent a division in pursuit.

Crittenden began his advance about 11 a.m., driving before him a
brigade of cavalry, supported by Mauey’s brigade of rebel infantry, and
reached Stewart’s Creek, the Third Kentucky gallantly charging the
rear guard of the enemy, and saving the bridge, on which had been
placed a pile of rails that had been set on fire. This was Saturday night.

McCook having settled the fact of Hardee’s retreat, Thomas moved
Negley’s division on to join Crittenden at Stewart’s Creek, and moved
Rousseau’s to Nolensville.

On Sunday the troops rested, except Rousseau’s division, which was
ordered to move on to Stewartston, and Willich’s brigade, which had
pursued Hardee as far as Riggs’ Cross-Roads, and had determined the
fact that Hardee had gone to Murfreesborough, when they returned to
Triune.

On Monday morning, McCook was ordered to move from Triune to
Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, 6 miles from Murfreesborough, leaving a bri-
gade at Triune. Crittenden crossed Stewart’s Creek by the Su?yrna
Bridge and the main Murfreesborough pike, and Negley by the ford 2
miles above ; their whole force to advance on Murfreesborough, distant
about 11 miles. Rousseau was to remain at Stewart’s Creek until his
train came up, and prepare himself to follow. McCook reached Wil-
kinson’s Cross-Roads by evening, with an advance brigade at Overall’s
Creek, saving and holding the bridge, meeting with butlittle resistance.
Crittenden’s corps advanced, Palmer leading, on the Murfreesborough
pike, followed by Negley, of Thomas’ corps, to within 3 miles of Mur-
freesborough, having had several brisk skirmishes, driving the enemy
rapidly, saving two bridges on the route, and forcing the enemy back
to his intrenchments.

About 3 p. m. a signal message coming from the front, from General
Palmer, that he was in sight of Murfreesborough, and that the enemy

Cuap. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 191

were running, an order was sent to General Crittenden to send a divis-
ton to occupy Murfreesborough. " Thisled General Crittenden, on reach.
ing the enemy’s front, to order Harker’s brigade to cross the river at a
tord on his left, wh e he surprised a regiment of Breckinridge’s divis-
ion and drove it back on its main line, not more than 500 yards distant,
in considerable confusion; and he held this position until General Crit.
tenden was advised, by prisoners captured by Harker’s brigade, that
Breckinridge was in force on his front, when, it being dark, he ordered
the brigade back across the river, and reported the circumstances to the
commanding general on his arrival, to whom he apologized for not
having carried out the order to occupy Murfreesborough.  The general
approved of his action, of course, the order to occupy M urfreesborough
having been based on the information received from General Critten.
den’s advance division that the enemy were retreating from Murfrees-
borough.

Crittenden’s corps, with Negley’s division, bivouacked in order of
battle, distant 700 yards from the enemy’s intrenchments, our left ex-
tending down the river some 500 verds. The Pioneer Brigade, biv-
ouacking still lower down, prepared three fords, and covered one of
them, while Wood’s division covered the other two, Van Cleve’s division
being in reserve.

On the morning of the 30th, Rousseau, with two brigades, was ordered
down early from Stewart’s Creek, leaving one brigade there and sending
another to Smyrna to cover our left and rear, and took his place in
reserve, inrearof Palmer’s right, while General Negley moved on through
the cedar brakes until his right rested on the Wilkinson pike, asshown
by the accompanying plan.* The Pioneer Corps cut roads through the
cedars for his ambulances and ammunition wagons.

The commanding general remained with the left and center, examin-
ing the ground, while General MeCook moved forward from Wilkinson’s
Cross-Roads, slowly and steadily, meeting with heavy resistance, fight-
ing his way from Overall's Creek until he got into position, with a loss
of some 135 killed and wounded.

Our small division of cavalry, say 3,000 men, had been divided into
three parts, of which General Stanley took two and accompanied Gen-
eral McCook, fighting his way across from the Wilkinson to the Frank-
lin pike, and below it, Colonel Zahm’s brigade leading gallantly, and
meeting with such heavy resistance that McCook sent two brigades from
Johnsow’s division, who succecded in fighting their way into the position
shown on the accompanying plan, marked A* while the third brigade,
which had been left at Triune, moved forward from that place, and ar-
rived at nightfall near General MeCook’s hezdquarters. Thus, on the
close of the 30th, the troops had all got ixio the position, substantially,
as shown in the accompanying drawing, the rebels oceapying the posi-
tion marked A.*

At 4 o’clock in the afterncon General MeCook had reported his arrival
on the Wilkinson pile, joining Thomas: the result of the combat in the
afternoon near Griscom’s house, and the fact that Sheridan was in posi-
tion there; that his right was advancing to support the cavalry; also
that Hardee’s corps, with two divisions of Polld’s, was on his front, ex-
tending down toward the Salemn pike, without any map of the ground,
which was to us terra incognite.  Wien General MceCook informed the
general commanding that his corps was facing strongly toward the east,
the general commanding told him that sueh a direction to his line did
not appcar to him a proper one, but that it ought, with the exception

il ;Vnm;vr;n i Atlas.
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of his left, to face much more nearly south, with Johnson’s division in
reserve, but that this matter must be confided to him, who knew the
ground over which he had fought.

A meeting of the corps commanders was called at the headquarters
of the commanding general for this evening. General Thomas arrived
early, received his instructions, and retired. General Crittenden, with
whom the commanding general had talked freely during the afternoon,
was sent for, but was excused at the request of his chief of staff, who
sent word that he was very much fatigued and was asleep. Generals
MeCook and Stanley arrived about 9 o’clock, to whom was explained
the following s
PLAN OF BATTLE.,

McCook was to occupy the most advantageous position, refusing his
right as much as practicable and necessary to secure it, to receive the
attack of the enemy; or, if that did not come, to attack himself, suf-
ficient to hold all the force on his front; Thomas and Palmer to open
with skirmishing, and engage the enemy’s center and left as far as the
river; Crittenden to cross Van Cleve’s division at the lower ford, cov-
ered and supported by the sappers and miners, and to advance on
Breckinridge ; Wood’s division to follow by brigades, crossing at the
upper ford and moving on Van Cleve’sright, to carry everything before
them into Murfreesborough. This would have given us two divisions
against one, and, as soon as Breckinridge had been dislodged from his
position, the batteries of Wood’s division, taking position on the heights
east of Stone’s River, in advance, would see the enemy’s works in reverse,
would dislodge them, and enable Palmer’s division to press them back,
and drive them westward across the river or through the woods, while
Thomas, sustaining the movement on the center, would advance on the
right of Palmer, crushing their right, and Crittenden’s corps, advanc-
ing, would take Murfreesborough, and then, moving westward on the
Franklin road, get in their flank and rear and drive them into the coun-
try toward Salem, with the prospect of cutting off their retreat and prob-
ably destroying their army,

It was explained to them that this combination, insuring us a vast
saperiority on our left, required for its success that General McCook
should be able to hold his position for three hours; that, if necessary
to recede at all, he should recede, as he had advanced on the preceding
day, slowly and steadily, refusing his right, thereby rendering our suc-
cess certain.

Having thus explained the plan, the general commanding addressed
General McCook as follows: ¢ You know the ground; you have fought
over it; you know its difficulties. Can you hold your present position
for three hours?” To which General McCook responded, “ Yes, I think
Ican” The general commanding then said, I don’t like the facing so
much to the east, but must confide that to you, who know the ground.
If you don’t think your present the best position, change it. It is only
necesgary for you to make things sure.” And the officers then returned
to their commands.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st the troops breakfasted and
stood to their arms, and by 7 o’clock were preparing for the

BATTLE.

The movement began on the left by Van Cleve, who crossed at the
lower fords. 'Wood prepared to sustain and follow him. The enemy,
meanwhile, had prepared to attack General McCook, and by 6.30 o’clock
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advanced in heavy columns—regimental front—his left attacking Wil-
lich’s and Kirk’s brigades, of Johnson’s division, which, being disposed,
a8 skown in the map, thin and light, without support, were, after a sharp
but fruitless contest, crumbled to pieces and driven back, leaving Ed-
garton’s and part of Goodspeed’s battery in the hands of the enemy.

The enemy following up, attacked Davig’ division and speedily dis-
lodged Post’s brigade. Carlin’s brigade was compelled to follow, as
Woodruff’s brigade, from the weight of testimony, had previously left
its position on his left. Johnson’s brigades, in retiring, inclined too far
to the west, and were too much scattered to make a combined resist-
ance, though they fought bravely at one or two points before reaching
Wilkinson’s pike. The reserve brigade of Johnson’s division, advancing
from its bivouac, near the Wilkinson pike, toward the right, took a good
position, and made a gallant but ineffectual stand, as the whole rebel
left was moving up on the ground abandoned by our troops.

Within an hour from the time of the opening of the battle, a staff
officer from General McCook arrived, announcing to me that the right
wing was heavily pressed and needed assistance; but I was not advised
of the rout of Willich’s and Kirk’s brigades, nor of the rapid with-
drawal of Davis’ division, necessitated thereby—moreover, having sup-
posed his wing posted more compactly, and his right more refused than
it really was, the direction of the noise of battle did not indicate to me
the true state of affairs. I consequently directed him to return and
direct General McCook to dispose his troops to the best advantage, and
to hold his ground obstinately. Soon after, a second officer from Gen-
eral McCook arrived, and stated that the right wing was being driven—
a fact that was but too manifest by the rapid movement of the noise of
battle toward the north.

General Thomas was immediately dispatched to order Rousseau, then
in reserve, into the cedar brakes to the right and rear of Sheridan.
General Crittenden was ordered to suspend Van Cleve’s movement
across the river, on the left, and to cover the crossing with one brigade,
and move the other two brigades westward across the fields toward the
railroad for a reserve. Wood was also directed to suspend his prepara-
tions for crossing, and to hold Hascall in reserve. At this moment fugi-
tives and stragglers from McCook’s corps began to make their appear-
ance through the cedar-brakes in such numbers that I became satisfied
that McCook’s corps was routed. I, therefore, directed General Crit:
tenden to send Van Cleve in to the right of Rousseau; Wood to send
Colonel Harker’s brigade farther down the Murfreesborough pike, to
go in and attack the enemy on the right of Van Cleve’s, the Pioneer
Brigade meanwhile occupying the knoll of ground west of Murfreesbor-
ough pike, and about 400 or 500 yards in rear of Palmer’s center, sup-
porting Stokes’ battery (see accompanying drawing). Sheridan, after
sustaining four successive attacks, gradually swang his right from a
southeasterly to a northwesterly direction, repulsing the enemy four
times, losing the gallant General Sill, of his right, and Colonel Roberts,
of his left brigade, when, having exhausted his ammunition, Negley’s
division being in the same predicament, and heavily pressed, after des-
perate fighting, they fell back from the position held at the commence-
ment, through the cedar woods, in which Rousseau’s division, with a
portion of Negley’s and Sheridan’s, met the advancing enemy and
checked his movements.

The ammunition train of the right wing, endangered by its sudden
discomfiture, was taken charge of by Captain Thruston, of the First
Ohio Regiment, ordnance officer, who, by his energy and gallantry,

13 R R—VOL XX, PT I



194 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND 8W. VA, [Cmar. XXXTI.

aided by a charge of cavalry and such troops as he could pick up, car-
sied it through the woods to the Murfreesborough pike, around to the
rear of the left wing, thus enabling the troops of Sheridan’s division to
replenish their empty cartridge-boxes. During all this time Palmer’s
front had likewise been in action, the enemy having made several at-
tempts to advance upon it. At this stage it became necessary to re-
adjust the line of battle to the new state of affairs. Rousseau and Van
Cleve’s advance having relieved Sheridan’s division from the pressure,
Negley’s division and Cruft’s brigade, from Palmer’s division, withdrew
from their original position in front of the cedars, and crossed the open
field to the east of the Murfreesborough pike, about 400 yards in rear
of our front line, where Negley was ordered to replenish his ammunition
and form in close column in reserve.

The right and center of our line now extended from Hazen, on the
Murfreesborough pike, in a northwesterly direction; Hascall support-
ing Hazen; Rousseau filling the interval to the Pioneer Brigade; Neg-
ley in reserve; Van Cleve west of the Pioneer Brigade; McCook’s corps
refused on his right, and slightly to the rear, on Murfreesborough pike;
the cavalry being still farther to the rear, on Murfreesborough pike, at
and beyond Overall’s Creek.

The enemy’s infantry and cavalry attack on our extreme right was
repulsed by Van Cleve’s division, with Harker’s brigade and the cavalry.
After several attempts of the enemy to advance on this new line, which
were thoroughly repulsed, as were also their attempts on the left, the
day closed, leaving us masters of the original ground on our left, and
our new line advantageously posted, with open ground in front, swept
at all points by our artillery.

‘We had lost heavily in killed and wounded, and a considerable num-
ber in stragglers and prisoners; also twenty-eight pieces of artillery,
the horses having been slain, and our troops being unable to with
draw them by hand over the rough ground; but the enemy had been
thoroughly handled and badly damaged at all points, having had no
success where we had open ground and our troops were properly posted s
none which did not depend on the original crushing in of our right and
the superior masses which were in consequence brought to bear upon
the narrow front of Sheridap’s and Negley’s divisions, and a part of Pal-
mer’s, coupled with the scarcity of ammunition, caused by the circuitous
road which the train had taken, and the inconvenience of getting it from
a remote distance through the cedars. Orders were given for the issue
of all the spare ammunition, and we found that we had enough for
?notlﬁer battle, the only question being where that battle was to be

ought.

It was decided, in order to complete our present lines, that the left
should be retired some 250 yards to a more advantageous ground, the
extreme left resting on Stone’s River, above the lower ford, and extend-
ing to Stokes’ battery. Starkweather’s and Walker’s brigades arrivin g
near the close of the evening, the former bivouacked in close column,
in reserve, in rear of McCook’s left, and the latter was posted on the
left of Sheridan, near the Murfreesborough pike, and next morning
relieved Van Cleve, who returned to his position in the left wing.

DISPOSITION FOR JANUARY 1, 1863.

After careful examination and free consultation with COTPS COux:
manders, followed by a personal examination of the ground in rear as
far as Overall’'s Creek, it was determined to await the enemy’s attack
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in that position; to send for the provision train, and order up fresh sup-
plies of ammunition; on the arrival of which, should the enemy not
attack, ¢ffensive operations were to be resumed.

No demonstration [being made| on the morning of January 1, Crit-
tenden was ordered to occupy the point opposite the ford, on his left,
with a brigade.

About 2 o'clock in the afternoon, the enemy, who had shown signs
of movement and massing on our right, appeared at the extremity of
a field 13 miles from the Murfreesborough pike, but the presence of Gib-
son’s brigade, with a battery, occupying the woods near Overall’s Creek,
and Negley’s division, and a portion of Rousseau’s, on the Murfreesbor- .
ough pike, opposite the field, put an end to this demonstration, and the
day closed with another demoustration by the enemy on Walker’s bri-
gade, which ended in the same manner.

On Friday morning the enemy opeined four heavy batteries on our
center, and made a strong demonstration of attack a little farther to
the right, but a well-directed fire of artillery soon silenced his bat-
teries, while the guns of Walker and Sheridan put an end to his efforts
there.

About 3 p. m., while the commanding general was examining the
position of Crittenden’s left across the river, which was now held by
Van Cleve’s division, supported by a brigade from Palmer’s, a double
line of skirmishers was seen to emerge from the woods in a southeast-
erly direction, advancing across the fields, and they were soon followed
by heavy columns of infantry, battalion front, with three batteries of
artillery. Our only battery on that side of the river had been with-
drawn from an eligible point, but the most available spot was pointed
out, and it scon opened fire upon the enemy. The line, however, ad-
vanced steadily to within 100 yards of the front of Van Cleve’s division,
when a short and fierce contest ensued. Van Cleve’s division, giving
way, retired in considerable confusion across the river, followed closely
by the enemy.

General Crittenden immediately directed his chief of artillery to dis-
pose the batteries on the hill on the west side of the river so as to open
on them, while two brigades of Negley’s division, from the reserve, and
the Pioneer Brigade, were ordered up to meet the onset. The firing
was terrific and the havoc terrible. The enemy retreated more rapidly
than they had advanced. In forty minutes they lost 2,000 men.

General Davis, seeing some stragglers from Van Cleve’s division, took
one of his brigades and crossed at a ford below, to attack the enemy on
his left flank, and, by General McCook’s order, the rest of his division
was permitted to follow; but, when he arrived, two brigades of Negley’s
division and Hazen’s brigade, of Palmer’s division, had pursued the
fleeing enemy well across the fields, capturing four pieces of artillery
and a stand of colors.

It was now after dark, and raining, or we should have pursued the
enemy into Murfreesborough. As it was, Crittenden’s corps passed
over, and, with Davis’, occupied the crests, which were intrenched in a
few hours.

Deeming it possible that the enemy might again attack our right and
center, thus weakened, [ thought it advisable to make a demonstration
on our right by a heavy division of camp-fires, and by laying out a line
of battle with torches, which answered the purpose.

Saturday, January 3, it rained heavily from 3 o’clock in the morning.
The plowed ground over which our left would be obliged to advance
wag impassable for artillery. The ammunition trains did not arrive
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until 10 o’clock. It was, therefore, deemed unadvisable to advance ; but
batteries were put in position on the left, by which the ground could
be swept, and even Murfreesborough reached by Parrott shells.

A heavy and constant picket firing had been kept up on our right
and center, and extending to our left, which at last became so annoying
that in the afternoon I directed the corps commanders to clear their
fronts.

Occupying the wood to the left of Murfreesborough pike with sharp-
shooters, the enemy had annoyed Roussean all day, and General Thomas
and himself requested permission to dislodge them and their supports,
which covered a ford. This was granted, and a sharp fire from four
batteries was opened for ten or fifteen minntes, when Rousseaun sent two
of his regiments, which, with Spears’ Tennesseans and the Eighty-fifth
Illinois Volunteers, that had come out with the wagon-train, charged
upon the enemy, and, after a’sharp contest, cleared the woods and drove
the enemy from his trenches, capturing from 70 to 80 prisoners.

Sunday morning, January 4, it was not deemed advisable to com-
mence offensive movements, and news soon reached us that the enemy
had fled from Murfreesborough. Burial parties were sent out to bury
the dead, and the cavalry was sent to reconnoiter.

Early Monday morning General Thomas advanced, driving the rear
guard of rebel cavalry before him 6 or 7 miles toward Manchester. Mec-
Cook’s and Crittenden’s corps following, took position in front of the
town, occupying Murfreesborough.

We learned that the enemy’s infantry had reached Shelbyville by 12
m. on Sunday, but, owing to the impracticability of bringing up supplies,
and the loss of 557 artillery horses, farther pursuit was deemed unad-
visable.

It may be of use to give the following general summary of the opera-
tions and results of the series of skirmishes closing with the battle of
Stone’s River and occupation of Murfreesborough :

‘We moved on the enemy with the following forces : Infantry, 41,421 ;
artillery, 2,223 ; cavalry, 3,296. Total, 46,940.

We fought the battle with the following forces: Infantry, 37,977;
artillery, 2,223 ; cavalry, 3,200. Total, 43,400.

We lost in killed: Officers, 92 ; enlisted men, 1,441; total, 1,533.
Wounded: Officers, 384; enlisted men, 6,861; total, 7,245. Total
killed and wounded, 8,778, being 20.03 per cent. of the entire force in
action.*

Our loss in prisoners is not fully made out, but the provost-marshal-
general says, from present information, they will fall short of 2,800.*

If there are many more bloody battles on record, considering the new-
ness and inexperience of the troops, both officers and men, or if there
has been more true fighting qualities displayed by any people, I should
be pleased to know it.

As to the condition of the fight, we may say that we operated over
an unknown country, against a position which was 15 per cent. better
than our own, every foot of ground and approaches being well known
to the enemy, and that these disadvantages were fatally enhanced by
the faulty position of our right wing.

The force we fought is estimated as follows :

We have prisoners from one hundred and thirty-two regiments of in-
fantry (consclidations counted as one), averaging from those in General

* But see revised statement, p. 207.
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Bushrod Johnson’s division 411 each, say, for certain, 350 men each,
which will give— *

132 regiments of infantry, say 350 men each ... .........._....._........_.. 46,200
12 battalions of sharpshooters, say 100 men each...... ... . ... ..___.._. 1,200
23 batteries of artillery, say 80 men each ............._.........._....___.. 1,840
29 regiments of cavalry, say 400 men each, and 13, 950
24 organizations of cavalry, say 70 men each § ~~ - -"vTttToooeeoseeoe - 1

220 62,490

Their average loss, taken from the statistics of Cleburne’s, Breckin-
ridge’s, and Withers’ divisions, was about 2,080 each. This, for six
divisions of infantry and one of cavalry, will amount to 14,560 men, or
to ours nearly as 165 to 100.

Of 14,560 rebels struck by our missiles, it is estimated that 20,000
rounds of artillery hit 728 men ; 2,000,000 rounds of musketry hit 13,832
men, averaging 27.4 cannon-shots to hit 1 man; 145 musket-shots to
hit 1 man.

Our relative loss was as follows: Right wing, 15,933 musketry and
artillery ; loss, 20.72 per cent. Center, 10,866 musketry and artillery ;
loss, 18.4 per cent. Left wing, 13,288 musketry and artillery ; loss,
24.6 per cent.

On the whole, it is evident that we fought superior numbers on un-
known ground; inflicted much more injury than we suffered; were
always superior on equal ground with equal numbers, and failed of a
most crushing victory on Wednesday by the extension and direction of
our right wing.

This closes the narrative of the movements and seven days’ fichting
which terminated with the occupation of Murfreesborough. For a
detailed history of the parts taken in the battles by the different
commands, their obstinate bravery and patient endurance, in which the
new regiments vied with those of more experience, I must refer to the
accompanying sub-reports of the corps, division, brigade, regimental,
and artillery commanders.

Besides the mention which has been already made of the services of
our artillery by the brigade, division, and corps commanders, I deem
it a duty to say that such a marked evidence of skill in handling the
batteries, and in firing low and with such good effect, appears in this
battle to deserve special commendation.

Among the lesser commands which deserve special mention for dis-
tinguished services in the battleis the Pioneer Corps,a body of 1,700 men,
composed of details from the companies of cach infantry regiment, organ-
ized and instructed by Capt. James St. Clair Morton, Corps of Engineers,
chief engineer of this army, which marched as an infantry brigade with
the left wing, making bridges at Stewart’s Creek ; prepared and guarded
the ford at Stone’s River on the night of the 29th and 30th; supported
Stokes’ battery, and fought with valor and determination on the 31st,
holding its position till relieved on the morning of the 2d ; advancing
with the greatest promptitude and gallantry to support Van Cleve’s
division against the attack on our left on the evening of the same day,
constructing a bridge and batteries between that time and Saturday
evening. The efficiency and esprit du corps suddenly developed in this
command, its gallant behavior in action, and the eminent services it is

*See Union correspondence, December 16, 1862, Brig. Gen. J. T. Boyle's report of
Confederate prisoners received at Louisville, Ky., from October 1 to December 14,
1862, Series I, Vol. XVI, Part II, p. 676.
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continually rendering the army, entitle both officers and men to special
public notice and thanks, while they reflect the highest credit on the
distinguished ability and capacity of Captain Morton, who will do honor
to his promotion to a brigadier-general, which the President has prom-
ised him.

The ability, order, and method exhibited in the management of the
wounded elicited the warmest commendations from all our general offi-
cers, in which I most cordially join. Notwithstanding the numbers to
be cared for, through the energy of Dr. Swift, medical director, ably
assisted by Dr. Weeds and the senior surgeons of the various com-
mands, there was less suffering from delay thanI have ever before wit-
nessed.

The Tenth Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, at Stewart’s Creek, Lieut.
Col. J. W. Burke commanding, deserves especial praise for the ability
and spirit with which they held that post, defended our trains, succored
their guards, chased away Wheeler’s rebel cavalry, saving a large wagon-
train, and arrested and retained for service stragglers from the battle-
field.

The First Regiment of Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, at La
Vergne, under the command of Colonel Innes, fighting behind a slight
protection of wagons and brush, gallantly repulsed a charge from more
than ten times their number of Wheeler’s cavalry.

For distinguished acts of individual zeal, heroism, gallantry, and good
conduct, I refer to the accompanying lists of special mentions and rec-
ommendations for promotion, wherein are named some of the many
noble men who have distinguished themselves and done honor to their
country and the starry symbol of its unity. But those named there are
by no means all whose names will be inseribed on the rolls of honor we
are preparing, and hope to have held in grateful remembrance by our
countrymen.

To say that such men as Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, true and
prudent, distingnished in council and on many a battle-field for his
courage, or Major-General McCoolk, a tried, faithful, and loyal soldier,
who bravely breasted the battle at Shiloh and at Perryville, and as
bravely on the bloody field of Stone’s River, and Maj. Gen. Thomas L.
Crittenden, whose heart is that of a true soldier and patriot, and whose
gallantry, often attested by his companions in arms on other fields, wit-
nessed many times by this army long before I bad the honor to com-
mand it, and never more conspicuously than in this combat, maintained
their high character throughout this action, but feebly expresses my
feeling of obligation to them for counsel and support from the time of
my arrival to the present hour. I doubly thank them, as well as the
gallant and ever-ready Major-Gencral Rousseau, for their support in
this battle.

Brig. Gen. D. 8. Stanley, alrcady distinguished in four successful
battles—Island No. 10; May 27, before Corinth ; Iuka, and the battle of
Corinth—at this time in command of our ten regiments of cavalry,
fought the enemy’s forty regiments of cavalry, and held them at bay,
or beat them wherever he could meet them. He ought to be made a
major-gencral for his service, and also for the good of the service.

As for such brigadiers as Negley, Jefferson C. Davis, Johnson, Pal-
wer, Hascall, Van Cleve, Wood, Mitchell, Cruft, and Sheridan, they
ought to be major-generals in our service. In such brigade command-
ers as Colonels Carlin, Miller, Hazen, Samuel Beatty, of the Nineteenth
Ohio; Gibson, Grose, Wagner, John Beatty, of the Third Ohio ; Harker,
Starkweather, Stanley, and others, whose names are mentioned in the
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accompanying reports, the Government may well confide. They are the
men from whom our troops should at once be supplied with brigadier-
generals; and justice to the brave men and officers of the regiments
equally demand their promotion to give them and their regiments their
proper leaders. Many captains and subalterns also showed great gal-
lantry and capacity for superior commands. But, above all, the sturdy
rank and file showed invincible fighting courage and stamina, worthy
of a great and free nation, requiring only good officers, discipline, and
instructions to make them equal, if not superior, to any troops in ancient
or modern times. To them I offer my most heartfelt thanks and good
wishes. Words of mine cannot add to the renown of our brave and
patriotic officers and soldiers who fell on the field of honor, nor in-
crease respect for their memory in the hearts of our countrymen.

The names of such men as Lieut. Col. J. P. Garesché, the pure and
noble Christian gentleman and chivaliic officer, who gave his life an
early offering on the altar of his country’s freedom ; the gentle, true,
and accomplished General Sill ; the brave, ingenuous, and able Colonels
Roberts, Milliken, Schaefer, McKee, Read, Forman, Ired. Jones, Haw-
kins, Kell, and the gallant and faithful Major Carpenter, of the Nine-
teenth Regulars, and many other field officers, will live in our country’s
history, as will those of many others of inferior rank, whose soldierly
deeds on this memorable battle-field won for themn the admiration of
their companions, and will dwell in our memories in long future years,
after God, in his mercy, shall have given us peace, and restored us to
the bosom of our homes and families.

Simple justice to the gallant officers of my staff, the noble and la-
mented Lieutenant-Colonel Garesché, chief of staff ; Lieutenant-Colonel
Tajylor, chief quartermaster; Lieutenant-Colonel Simmons, chief commis-
sary; Maj.C. Goddard, senior aide-de-camp; Maj. Ralston Skinner,judge-
advocate-general; Lieut. Frank 8. Bond, aide-de-camp of General Tyler;
Capt. Charles R. Thompson, my aide-de-camp; Lieut. Byron Kirby,
Sixth U. 8. Infantry, aide-de-camp, who was wounded on the 31st; R.
3. Thows, esq., a member of the Cincinnati bar, who acted as volunteer
aide-de-camp, behaved with distinguished gallantry; Colonel Barnett,
chief of artillery and ordnance; Capt. J. H. Gilman, Nineteenth U. S.
Infantry, inspector of artillery; Capt. James Curtis, Fifteenth U. S.
Infantry, assistant inspector-general; Captain Wiles, Twenty-second
Indiana, provost-marshal-general; Captain Michler, chief of Topograph-

-ical Engineers ; Capt. Jesse Merrill, Signal Corps, whose corps behaved

well; Capt. Elmer Otis, Fourth Regular Cavalry, who commanded the
courier line connecting the various headquarters most successfully, and
who made a most opportune and brilliant charge on Wheeler’s cavalry,
routing a brigade and recapturing 300 of our prisoners; Lieutenant Ed-
son, United States ordnanceofficer, who, during the battle of ‘Wednesday,
distributed ammunition under the fire of the enemy’s batteries, and be-
haved bravely ; Captain Hubbard and Lientenant Newberry, who joined
my staff on the field and acted as aides, rendered valuable service in
carrying orders on the field; Lieut. B. G. Roys, Fourth U. S. Cavalry,
who commanded the escort of the headquarters train, and distinguished
himself for gallantry and efficiency—all not only performed their appro-
priate duties to my entire satisfaction, but, accompanying me every-
where, carrying orders through the thickest of the fight, watching while
others slept, and never weary when duty called, deserve my public
thanks and the respect and gratitude of the army.

With all the facts of the battle fully before me, the relative numbers
and positions of our troops and those of the rebels, the gallantry and
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obstinacy of the contest and the final result, I say, from conviction, and
as public acknowledgment due to Almighty God, in closing this report,
¢ Non nobis Domine ! non nobis sed nomini tuo da gloriam.”
W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army.

Effective force of infantry and artillery, December 31, 1862,

and

)
" 3 a0
Command. g -S'E g
3 g
HEAR
RIGHT WING.

FIRST DIVISION.
Brigadier-General Davis.
1st Brigade, Colonel Post........... 1,418 161 | 11.33
2d Brigade, Colonel Carlin . 1,781 619 | 84.75
3d Brigade, Colonel Woodruff.. 1,445 226 | 15.64

Total Aivieion.....civwsswmepmspuesssessss oSy s s ss s as .| 4,644 | 1,008 | 21.66

SBECOND DIVISION.
Brigadier-General JOHNSON.

18t Brigade, Colonel GibSON . . ......eootinm i i i e, 1, 650 472 | 28.66
2d Brigade, Colonel Dodge....... . -l 2,100 405 | 19.28
3d Brigade, Colonel Baldwin 2, 500 291 | 11.64

Total QAVIBION o v vsinsin s bo AR E 3 AR o mm s A S s A R 6,250 | 1,168 | 18.68

THIRD DIVISION.
Brigadier-General SHERIDAN.

18t Brigade, Colonel GIreUBel. . .. cueueeeeeemrnnnnn comereeeranneeonnoenannaanann 1,839 479 | 26.05
2d Brigade, Colonel Laiboldt.. . .. . 206 | 12.25
3d Brigade, Colonet Bradley. - .......ceceeneeeeneennnnoceann 443 | 29.14
Total division .........coueeooiii i e 5,039 | 1,128 | 20.72
Total right Wing ......ceeeni e it eeeae e e eennnn 15,933 | 3,302 | 20.72
CENTER.*
FIRST [THIRD] DIVISION.
Major-General ROUSSEAU.
18t Brigade, Colonel Scribmer ................. .| 1,588 208 | 13.10
2d Brigade, Colonel Beatty -.... . 281 |'18.33
3d Brigade, Colouel Starkweather .. 28 | 1.80
4th Brigade, Colonel Shepherd -................. 561 | 85.82
Total diVIBION. . ...ccuue et i e eacramcace e e enees aee e 6,238 | 1,078 | 17.28
BECOND [EIGHTH) DIVIBION.
Brigadier-General NEGLEY.
18t Brigade, Brigadier-General SpPears..-...eeeceneenemeneeueneeneeenennn... 812 16| 2.00
2d [29th] Brigade, Colonel Stanley 5 -0 1,822 500 | 27.44
8d {7th] Brigade, Colonel MilleT ... ....ce.ceuueoeenoeeaannemramnanonooonnns 1,998 410 | 20.00
TotaLiARVIBION . ccovvssmononmsanma s s S E S S AP S b e e s s s 4,632 926 | 20.00
Total 0enter COEPE. «:ucorussmunssassaa 55 55,50, 55 8ls 85 S mmmmin m mmmm e 10,868 | 2,004 | 18.44

* Walker’s brigade, First Division not accounted for in original,
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Effective force of infantry and artillery, §-0.—Continued.

Strength.
Killed and
wounded.
Percentage.

LEFT WING.
FIRST DIVISION.
Brigadier-General Woob.

1st Brigade, Brigadier-General Hascall.... ... ccceouiciomeneemnannnannnnnn 1,701 343 | 20.17
2d Brigade, Colonel Wagner............ 1,644 329 | 20.00
3d. Brigade, Colonol HATKOY ....cususssmiumusssvnsisnmsssisssesssasessnmen siming 1,747 454 | 26.00

Tobad IVIBION o vonmmmmms s R R R SRS ARV KRR B SRR 5,002 | 1,126 | 22.11

SECOND DIVIBION.
Brigadier-General PALMER.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-General Crufb... ... .ccccoccecueceacoroernan voenennnn- 1,207 255 | 21.12
2d Brigade, Colonel Hazen 1,385 336 | 24.25
8d Brigade, Colonel Grose 516 | 29.18
Total Aivislon....cnenenee e iiiiaiieiec i iaeeaanaas 4,860 | 1,107 | 25.40

THIRD DIVIBION.

Brigadier-General VAN CLEVE.
1st Brigade, Col. S. Beatty

2d Brigade, Colonel 6
8d Brigade, Colonel Matth

1,216 | 411 |33.80
708 | 288
1,822 | 3421875

Total division..eeee.eeeeneennnn... .| 8,836 | 1,041 ]27.14
TOUALIBEGWINE . . c.c v miriaimamias s msm s s s o ae e S SR S LS 13,288 | 8,274 | 24.64
PIONEER BRIGADE.
Captaln Morton ... . .. cosesswnivisasimsmins songnsns T, 1,700 80| L75
CAVALRY.
ORYBIEY -« o oo cvvmuim e anmmsevs s s s s s S AR S S S S TR SRR 8,200 84| 2.60
RECAPITULATION.
ht wing .oooeeiooiiaaal.
Center corps.
Left winﬁ ......
Pioneer Brigade ..................
Total infantry and artillery.................... 41, 800
Cavalry division tf.y .................................................. 3,200
OBl .o vmm e s e R SR S R R R S SRS S 45, 000
Deducting wagon guard...... N T 1, 600
OB - oo e e e e S s e R S S S mrmmrb Sl 43,400

Combined loss, killed and woanded, 8,778, or 20.22 per cent. of the forces engaged.*

Names specially mentioned for important services and particular aets, ., in official reports.

Name and rank. Regiment or detachment. Service performed.

R. W. Johnson, brigadier-
eneral.

P. %I Sheridan, brigadier- Commzmdin% divisions in
eneral. the right wing.

J e&rson C. Davis, brigadier-
general

for prompt support and conscientious
attention to duty during their service

{ For gallant conduct during the battle, and
with the right wing.

* But see revised statement, p. 207.
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Return of casualties in the Union forces, §¢c.—Continuec .

|
Wounded. Captured

Killed or missing.
L g g g
"ﬂm].nd © k] o
] | 8 8
¢ 30213 )2:3 |8
318|214 /38
]
g -] g =] g =} <
Artillery.
Capt. GEORGZ R. SWALLOW.
Indiana Light Artillery, 7th Battery 4 1 7| 12
PennsylvaniaLight Artillery, Battery B (Twenty-sixth) ; 1 — Tilne 9
Wisconsin Light Artillery, 3d Battory.---caeeeev-nn-..- i I S 4. 4
6| 1| 18[.....|.. | e

CAVALRY.
Brig. Gen. DavID 8. STANLEY.
CAVALRY DIVISION.
Col. JouN KENNETT.

First Brigads.
Col. RoBERT H. G. MINTY.
i iy ]
Tth PennSYIVANS - oeve oo omomoeeososean oo on oo oo C] — N 5| 6
Total First Brigade ... covo s cumsmuanssnmvensssmensossnie 5 2 22 1 76 106
Second Brigade.
Col. LEWIS ZAHM.
18t OBI0. ...ttt 2 1 10 1 14 31
R Sl Bl B 4
Total Second Brigade.... 15 1 43 1 58 121
Artillery.

1st Ohio Light Artillery, Battery D (sectien).............[...... : IS FORNSRY SN IS NE— 1
Total Cavalry Division..-.......ceeeceeeneon.....| 8| 21| 8| 66| 2| 184| 228

Reserve Oavalry.*
15th Pennsylvania. .........o.. il 1 8 i [ § Emm— 63 71
1st Middle (5th) Tennessee. = (TN 1 5 1 8 16
TONNEBSOO. - <o cevnvncmmann s iaieccrcoaaanane coannns 1 L ) — 10 |ecwnns 5 18
Total Reserve Cavalry ........cc.oiiicrinnnninnnnn 2 10 2 23 1 66 104

Unattached. =

4th United States .......ccoeeimiiiiiiiiiiiiiienneaa]eannn 8 1 9 feonss 12 25
Total CavaIry ... -o..ooeiaeeeneeaeees e 5| 84| 6| 97| 8| z12| a7

PIONEER BRIGADE.

Capt. JaMEs St. C. MORTON.

e s o i (-1 W IR - ot wese' T~

* Under the numediate command of General Stanley, chief of cavalry.
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Return of casualiies in the Union forces, §0.—Continued.

I

|
. Captured |

Killed. | Wounded. | ~ missing.
— L lg| 4§
b g | | # g | 8
. | S . o

g1 § 3¢ % g

2 ‘ £ 13 g 3 | &

§ 5 8 & & & <

PIONEEE BRIGADE—Continued. [
3d Battalion. ......... ... . .eeeciiiiiiiiceioneait]oeaan 7§ S— T[1T . e 14
Ilinois Light Artillery, Stokes’ battery.......ccceeoeeeeioanan. 3! 1 [ [ (R, IR 13
Total Pioneer Brigade ............oooooieoiiiiiiifiie. 15 4 [ L R R 48
Jat Michigan Engineers and Mech&nlos ..................|eeece- 2 [0 o | 5| 16
Total Engineers and Mechanios ...................f.c.o.. 2 f ...... [ || s 16
RECAPITULATION.

Geoneral headquarters. ... .ucossaisvesyssmaesssaanasnss 1 3 LAY ]
Right Wing ............ R e S SR SRS 85| 641 121 |2 700 26 2,084 | 5,607
Lot WD - sucsilioverensnsmonsmsvoes ssummpny soan ammnass €08 | 171 (2,840 1| 8 4,534
(0753 1171 o MR S e A e 17| 827 101 (1,719 4| 510 | 2,678
COVRAITY oo vsrsemmsirmnre soieia it s ava e es R s s aass 5 84 ¢ 97 3| 212 357
Ploneer Brigade: oo srsssinmsissvsiemssasnssnt i o sessss 15 4] 20| 48
Engineers and Mechanios.......ccaeeieieeanennanaaacaas]oanans 2 e [ TN 5 16
Grand-total v onmussn e S L S 100 (1,630 | 405 {7,397 44 (3,673 |13, 249

OFFIOERS KILLED.

Brig. Gen. Joshua W. 8ill.

Lieut. Col. Julius P. Garesché, assistant adjutant-general.

ILLINOIS.

Capt. Knowlton H. Chandler, 19th In-
antry.

Lieut. Joseph C. Alvord, 21st Infantry.

Lient. Emanuel M. Weigle, 21st Infantry.

Col. Thomas D. Williams, 25th Infantry.

Col. Fazilo A. Harrington, 27th Infantry.

Capt. Mabry G. Greenwood, 34th In-
fantry.

Lieut. John M. Smith, 34th Infantry.

Lieut. Soren L. Olson, 36th Infantry.

Capt. James P. Mead, 38th Infantry.

Lieut. John L. Dillon, 38th Infantry.

Col. George W. Roberts (commanding bri-
gade), 42d Infantry.

Lient. Julius Lettman, 42d Infantry.

Capt. Andrew J. Hosmer, 44th Infantry.

Lieut. John 8. Keith, 51st Infantry.

Capt. Edwin Alsop, 73d Infantry.

Lieut. Col. Sheridau P. Read, 79th In-
fantry.

Lieut. Luther T. Ball, 84th Infantry.

Lieut. Henry E. Abercrombie, 84th In-
fantry.

Lieut. Thomas F. W. Gullich, 88th In-
fantry.

Capt. Henry 8. Willett, 89th Infantry.

Lient. Morris Worthingham, 100th In-
fantry.

Lieut. Jesse G. Payne, 110th Infantry

INDIANA.

Lieut. Henry Kessler, 9th Infantry.
Capt. Robert J. Templeton, 15th Infantry.
Capt. Joel W. Foster, 15th Infantry.
Capt. Frank Stebbins, 29th Infantry.
Lieut, Edwin B. Stribley, 30th Infantry.
Capt. Abram D. Shultz, 36th Infantry.
Capt. James H. King, 36th Infantry.
Lisut. Isauc N. Abernethy, 37th Infantry.
Liens, Jesse B. Holman, 37th Infantry.

Capt. James E. Fouts, 38th Infantry.

Lieut. Francis B. Blackford, 58th In-
fantry.

Capt. Miles H. Tibbits, 73d Infantry.

Capt. Peter Doyle, 73d Infantry.

Lieut. Benjamin T. Poynter, 79th In.
fantry.

Lieut. William M. Morgan, 81st Infantry.

Lieut. George W. 8mith, 86th Infantry.
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General summary of casuallies during the battle of Stone's River.*

g g
|
L e
Uerps and detachmonts. 2 2
- -
- -
5 3 g | 3
L) ") 3
Right W % 578 100 | 2,481 3,184
Ce%ber ” ln-g- ........... — 16 94 | 1,619 2, 037
Seat wad voonrt of general oommimaading. - -oo1.: s B B B T B e
taff and escort o! ® ..
Fourth U. 8. Cav: m ......... 8 1 8 12
Chicago Board of o Battery 3 1 5 9
Pioneer Brigade :........._.... 7 3 21 31
Cavalry Di 3 17 3 61 8
TOtR] =ox o e mue e R R VA SRR S SR R e e m b s | L41 394 | 6,81 878

No. 5.

Report of Liewt. Col. Samuel Simmons, U. 8. Army, Ohief Oommissary
of Subsistence, of stores lost and captured.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,
Murfreesborough, February 14, 1863.
CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit herewith a statement of stores
lost and picked up by the several commissaries of the center and left
wing, commanded by Major-Generals Thomas and Crittenden, on the
battle-field and between Stone’s River and Nashville, during the late
action on Stone’s River. No report of stores lost in the right wing has
been furnished me.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
SAMUEL SIMMONS,
Lieutemant-Oolonel and Ohief Commissary of Subsistence.
Lieut. Col. . GODDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

Statement of subsistence stores lost and taken up on and mear the battle-fleld during the
battle of Stone’s River, about January 1,1863,

(Fourteenth Army Corps, First Division.—Capt. J. R. Paul, commissary of subsist-
enoe. )

LOST.

[S107:2:9
Adamantine candles .. 54 . 320
Tallow candles .......... S N B L v Ty do.... 120

* But see revised statement, p. 215.
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BOBD « com 5 05 x@ames 58 von BESE S T R SRR WSS S pounds. 1, 380
MOTRBBOB <ciciovmswomimimssn wroersimntion wxtmmse sisiiss: minsinssisinese simimnsataie i miminin iacmmimsiminim miminsn AU O DB e 42
Mixed vegetables ... oo ccecnon cmicinaan oo oot e pounds. . 220
TAKEN UP
] () T pounds.. 4,500
BRGOD: cxvwe saiwss shissasay ssussspems somess So e ssss e sy sn s soss do.... 29,873
FIOUT w: ssw supmvscsmonsmmmamss sammsess s emse s oo sseee e 5@ss o barrels. . Sk
HATd DTogdl cxses mumammmmiammsmmemsssmmimes ommoinn smeme sommiseine s pounds.. 33,382
Beans bushels.. 324§
REBOL.« sormmimimmie simomms mmwaemisons Samaibansasirmsas SHERNE HoBEAS R 3 pounds.. 2,537+
R056t6d: 001108 -..... . .csai seumsnmmss svmas » SasEsmesRoEs SaRrRSEE SRS do.... 4,681
TR :..cisiamnns soms Frampeas SRNEDEEESE PR RESE PeSee R SRR § P S do.... 91
BUPAL cuspoms srmepssnes somsrsmessyemes o osess S, Sus e s do.... 6,835
VADOZAT: cvcmiiins coioriiamon samimen sasimmsisans momaissiessiames smmne «somn gallons. . 80
Adamantine candles. .. ... ... i i i aan pounds. . 360
70T do.... 1,532

(Fourteenth Army Corps, S8econd Division.—Capt. W. J. Kane, commissary of sab
sistence.)

6,432
500

150
1,400

(T'wenty-first Army Corps, First Division.—Capt. 8. D. Henderson, commissary of sub-

sistenoce.
LOST.
Head of cattle, estimated to weigh 600 pounds each, net......cc.c ccooao ... 38

(8econd Division.—Lieut. C. C. Peck, acting commissary of subsistence.)

No. 6.

Report of Lieut. Ool. John W. Taylor, U. 8. Army, Chief Quartermaster,
of public animals and means of tramsportation captured by the enemy,
dec., December 26, 1862—January 16, 1863.

HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
OFFICE OF CHIEF QUARTERMASTER,
Murfreesborough, February 1, 1863,
GENERAL: I have the honor to report herewith a statement of the
losses of animals and means of transportation during the batrle of

i0 B B—VOL XX, PT I
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No. 8.
Report of Capt. Jesse Merrill, Cnief Signal Officer.

HpQRrs. SIGNAL COorPS, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Murfreesborough, January 7, 1863,

Major: We left Nashville on Friday, December 26, in company with
the advancing army, and kept well up to the tront until Monday, when
the troops were pushed vigorously forward, about 11 miles from where
we then were, to the place which was afterward the battle-field, the
west side of one fork of Stone’s River. We kept communication with
two columns of the advancing troops, hut, as they afterward merged into
one, one of the lines was abandoned. The one kept up was with Gen-
eral Crittenden, commanding left wing; the one abandoned, with Neg-
ley’s division of center, which came in on Crittenden’s right, on the same
road on which we were.

The right wing of the army, under McCook, consisting of three divis-
ions, marched on a road about 6 miles to our right. We used all our
energies in trying to get communication with him, but failed, the inter-
vening country being almost level, and a dense wood.

On Monday night I accompanied Generals Rosecrans and Thomas to
the front. Communication was kept from the front to the rear during
the night. A copy of the messages sent will be forwarded as soon as
the reports are received. On Tuesday we communicated between Gen-
erals Rosecrans and Thomas. McCook was then about 10 miles to the
right in the woods.

Crittenden’s headquarters were beside those of Rosecrans. The
skirmishing daring the afternoon was very severe. At daylight on Wed-
nesday morning loud reports of artillery and musketry in rapid succes-
sion were heard on the right, and at almost the same time an attack was
made on the front center. Between 8 and 9 o’clock McCook’s line of
battle was broken, and his division separated, and, straggling, rushed
through the woods fto the Murfreesborough pike, 2 miles from their
original position. Aunother line was formed parallel with the pike, and
here the cnemy were successtully resisted, both on the right and in front.
They were pressing us heavily, though, and when the sun went down,
.lf:md (tlhe din of battle and the roar of artillery ceased, all seemed re-
ieved.

Signals could not be used to any advantage on that field ; woods and
clumps of trees were all around us. Even if this had not been so, it
would have been impossible to use them, for General Rosecrans was
constantly riding over the field, and other generals scemed equally act-
ive. At no one time, and 1 rode with him during most of the day, do
I remember of his baving been one-half hour at the same place. The
result of this day’s fight was, our right wing driven 2 miles, with a loss
of thirty pieces of artillery, and a large number of wounded and prison-
ers, aud thousands of straggiers, who were rushing to the rear, and
could bardly be driven back to their places in the ranks. On Thurs-
day both armies lay quiet, seemingly worn out by the contest of the
previous day. To us it was a day of terrible suspense. On Friday
afternoon all our available force was massed on the left, to attack the
enemy’s right. Happily for us, they attacked us just when we were
about to move on them, and they were driven back with great loss and
in much disorder. On Saturday evening we again attacked them, and
drove them from a strong position. On Sunday morning they had with-

Omar. XXXIL] THE 8TONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 235

drawn their forces across the river, and they hegan to evacuate this
place. The officers of the corps rendered all the assistance they could ;
the movements of the enemy were watched closely, though but little
could be seen of them. Some of them were efficient as aides-de-camp to
the generals to whom they were assigned. ‘ .

I will claim your indulgence for this report, as it has been written
under very unfavorable circumstances, and in great haste.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JESSE MERRILL,
Captain in Charge of Signal Corps, Fourteenth Army Corps.

Maj. ALBERT J. MYER,
Chief Signal Officer, U. S. Army.

No. 9.
Report of Col. James Barnett, First Ohio Light Artillery, Chief of Artil-
lery.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 8, 1863.

S1r: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the general
commanding, a summary frowm the reports of the batteries of this depart-
ment, of their position, &ec., at the late battle of Stone's River. )

Right wing, Second Division, composed of the following batteries:
Battery A, First Ohio Artillery, Lieutenant Belding commanding,
attached to General Willich’s brigade; Battery E, First Ohio Artillery,
Captain Edgarton, attached to Colonel Kirk’s brigade; Fifth Indiana,
Captain Simonson, attached to Colonel Buckley’s brigade, having the
following guns: Nine James rifles, three 6-pounder smooth-bore, two
12-pounder howitzers, two 10-pounder Parrotts, and two 12-pounder light
field guns. ) L

On the evening of December 30, Battery A was placed in position in
the rear of the brigade, on the extreme right of the right wing, with
one section, the other two sections fronting the rear, horses unhitched,
but not unharnessed. .

At daybreak the horses were sent to water, with the precaution to
return at the least alarm; firing commenced ; teams returned quickly
and hitched. The brigade falling back very fast, the buattery retired to
a slight eminence in the rear, but the enemy having got so far to the
right that the guus were under a cross-fire. Near this point three guns
were taken by the enemy. Two other pieces were taken rapidly to the
rear, one gun, having horses remaining, was served with effect as oppor-
tunity was offered, firing about four rounds at each unlimbering. Upon
reaching the Murfreesborough pike, this gun was put in position with
Captain Simouson’s battery, wherce about ten rounds were fired. Upon
being ordered to return, one wheel-driver and two horses being killed
while limbering up, the piece was temporarily abandoned, but was
brought off by the Louisville Legion with prolonge attached. This bat-
tery the next day was held in position, with two guns, near the Mur-
freesborough pike, in reserve, where it remained until ordered forward
across the river.

Company E, First Ohio Artillery, Oaptain Edgarton, was posted, on
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the night of December 30, on the cxtreme right and in front of Battery
A, in position to guard a country road, horses harnessed all night.

At daylight of the 31st, horses were sent to water; at the firing of
the pickets, horses were hitched in, or at least one-half, and others im-
mediately returned. Two shells were thrown in the direction of the
enemy, still invisible, and, as they appeared, six rounds of canister were
thrown with great effect. The vigorous attack of the enemy in front
and flank, and the loss of many horses, rendered it necessary to abandon
the battery, after, however, a determined resistance, 2 cannoneers being
bayoneted at the guns. Captain Edgarton and Lieutenant Berwick were
captured.

The Fifth Indiana Battery, Captain Simonson, was first put in posi-
tion on the morning of the 31st about one-half mile to the right of the
Six-Mile pike, upon which the right wing advanced upon an open field,
with the battery fronting to the west. Here the right section was tem-
porarily detailed, by order of Colonel Baldwin, and ordered to the left
and front about 400 yards. From this position the battery fell back
with the division, and was ordered, by Brigadier-General Johnson, to
take another position on the crest, about 200 yards to the right of the
Murfreesborough pike and near to the right of Major-General Rous-
seaw’s division, which position it retained until ordered to retire.

The next ground taken was in the open space to the left, and about
925 yards from the railroad, where it remained until about sunset, when
General Johnson ordered the battery to the left of his division, about
185 yards to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, opposite the head-
quarters of Major-Greneral Rousseau, where it remained until ordered to
cross Stone’s River, January 5. The battery lost two guns.

The artillery of the First Division is composed of the following bat-
teries, and had the following guns: Fifth Wisconsin, Captain Pinney,
attached to Colonel Post’s brigade; Second Minnesota, Captain Hotch-
kiss, attached to Colonel Carlin’s Lrigade; Eighth Wisconsin, Captain
Carpenter, attached to Colonel Woodruff’s brigade. Four 10-pounder
Parrotts, eight 6-pounder smooth-bore, four 12-pounder howitzers. Cap-
tain Pinney’s battery, which, with his brigade, was on the extreme right
of the army, on the 30th, after driving the enemy, to enable the skirmish-
ers to advance to the open fields in front, took position, with horses in
harness, for the night. After dark, two brigades of the Second Division
took position on the right.

On the morning of the 31st, upon the falling back of these two brigades,
the battery changed front to the right, to meet the enemy rapidly ap-
proaching by the right and rear, supported by the Fifty-ninth Illinois
and posted in a corn-field, where they opened fire with canister, check-
ing temporarily the advance of the enemy. However, being unopposed
on the right, the position became untenable, and the battery was with-
drawn, leaving Captain Pinney dangerously wounded, with the loss of
some 18 horses and one gun. The balance of the battery was dragged to
the rear by the assistance of the Fifty-ninth Illinois. Near the Nashville
pike it was charged upon by cavalry, who were driven off by the Fourth
Cavalry Regiment, and took position behind Overall’s Creek, on a hill to
the right of the pike, where they remained all night.

The next morning their position was on the left of the pike, where
breastworks were thrown up in a position to enfilade the enemy’s lines.
At this point a rebel battery, opening, was soon silenced by a few Par-
rott shots.

In the afternoon of the next day the battery, with its brigade, was
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ordered to cross the Stone’s River, where it was put into powtion, throw
ing up breastworks, and where it remained until 2 o’clock on the morn-
ing of January 4, when it recrossed the river, taking its former position
on the right, where it remained until January 6, 1863.

The Second Minnesota Battery, Captain Hotcehkiss, moved on the 30th
with its brigade to the right of the Wilkinson pike until the withdrawal
of skirmishers, when the battery opened with canister and spherical case
with effect.  When the first line ot the brigade had arrived at the point
about 180 yards from the house ot Mrs. William Smith, two batteries,
ane about 100 yards west of the house and another on the east of the
aouse, 250 yards distant, opened fire on the Twenty-first Illinois and
Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers. These batteries were soon silenced, but
another to the right, about 500 yards, enfilading the brigade, was driven
off by a well directed fire from this battery.

Before daylight on the morning of the 31st, the battery was retired

200 yards, soon after which the brigade was vigorously attacked and
obliged to fall back across the open fields, and entered a wood about 200
yards east of Griscom’s house, when several rounds were fired with de-
structive effect.
_ The command was again retired about 1 mile, and went into position
in the edge of a cedar grove, from whence it again retired to the railroad.
The next position was near the Nashville pike, 4 miles from Murfrees-
borough.

On January 2, under order of Major-General Rosecrans, the brigade
and battery were sent to the left, crossing Stone’s River at the ford,
relieving Colonel Hazen, where they remained until January 4.

The Eighth Wisconsin Battery, Captain Carpenter, at about 11 o’clock,
December 30, was posted on the edge of a cotton-field, in front of a wood
ranning parallel with the pike, facing southeast, placed in the interval
b;gween General Si1I’s right and the left of its (Colonel Woodruff’s) bri-
gade.

At about 3 o’clock the command was moved forward, with heavy skir-
mishing. The right of the brigade, being well advanced, was halted,
and remained until support should come up. The battery was placed
at the angle of the fence, to protect the right and front, when it received
a heavy fire, occasionally replying with shell, until toward night, when
the enemy opened a heavy artillery fire on the right of Carlin’s brigade,
which was silenced in handsome style in five minutes. Colonel Carlin’s
brigade being attacked at about the same time, this battery again opened
with such effect as to effectually check the attack.

The enemy on the morning of the 31st made their attack in five lines,
the battery opening a full fire of canister with terrific effect. After a
determined resistance, being ordered back, several ineffectual attempts
were made to get into position, but, owing to the general stampede, no
stand could be made until they reached the Murfreesborough pike, where
they remained until Friday ; being then ordered to the left, crossed the
t{org, and went into position on the extrewme left, about 2 miles from the
ord.

On Saturday, January 3, the battery changed position again to the
right, where it remained until ordered to Murfreesborough.

The batteries of the Third Division are as follows: Battery G, First
Missouri, Captain Hescock, attached to Colonel Schaefer’s (Second) bri-
gade; Battery C, First Illinois, Captain Houghtaling, attached to Colo-
nel- Roberts’ (Third) brigade; Fourth Indiana Dattery, Captain Bush,
attached to General Sill’s (F rst) brigade, with the following guns: Two
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10-pounder Parrotts, four 12-pounder light ficld guns, two James rifles,
six 6-pounder smooth-bore, and four 12-pounder howitzers. .

Battery G, Flirst Missouri, Captain Hescock, moved on the morning
of the 30th, at 7 a. m., with its brigade, on the right an(} rear of the
division, to the right of the Wilkinson pike, having B:lsh s battery on
the left. Toward evening, Bush moving to the front, Captain Hescock
took his place. The three batteries of the division concentrated their
fire upon the enemy’s batteries, silencing their fire.

In the morning this battery and Captain Houghtaling’s opened a hany’
fire upon the enemy, who were engaging Generals Sill’s and ’Daws
commands, until the enemy, who were pursuing General Johnson’s com.-
mand, gained their rear, when they moved to the front, to the position
first held by the enemy, and then took position on the north side of the
road, sending one section to re-enforce Captain Bush, engaging ‘the
enemy hotly until their ammunition was expended, when they retired
through the cedars with the division. After gaining the open field, their
guns were brought into action and fired until all the ammunition was
expended. .

xgboub 3 o’clock, January 1, they tﬁ)ok a posxdtlon gouth of the Mur-
freesborough pike, and were not further engaged.

Battery %, E‘irsty; Illinois, Captain Houghtaling, on the 30th moved on
the left of Captain Bush, and next to the Wilkinson pike, south side;
opened fire, in concert with other batteries of the division, at the enemy
in front. .

On the 31st, at the falling back of General Johnson, this battery took
position on the right of the pike, just in the edge of the timber, sup-
ported by Colonel Roberts’ brigade, where he remained until all of his
horses were killed and ammunition expended, when he was forced to
abandon his guns, falling back and assisting at the guns of the other
batteries of the division.

'E‘he Fourth Indiana Battery, Captain Bush, on the afternoon of the
30th, being on the right of Captain Houghtaling, moved his battery to
the front; and opened fire on the enemy at short range, with the other
batteries, driving back the enemy. During the night the captain moved
to a more commanding position. .

On the 31st, the batgtls opened with this division by an attempt to cap-
ture this battery, which was gallantly defended by General Sill, when
this brave officer fell between the guns. The battery fell back with the
other batteries of the division, and took position on the north of the
pike, sending one section, with Lieutenant Flansburg, to re-enforce Cap-
tain Houghtaling ; one Parrott section, with Lieutenant Taliaferro, was,
at this time, sent to Captain Houghtaling, assisted by Captain Hescock,
when, after a very warm resistance, and ammunition failing, the battery
was compelled to retire, with the loss of two of its guns left in the
cedars. The next position taken was on the south of the Murfreesbor-

rike, with the division. ) .
ou(glgnltcr.—-’—il‘he artillery of the First Division consists of the following
batteries: Captain Stone, First Kentucky Battery ; Lieutenant Van Pelt,
First Michigan Battery; Company H, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, Lieuten-
ant Guenther, with the following guns: Ten 10-pounder Parrotts, two
James rifles, two 6-pounder smooth-bore, and four 12-pounder light
field guns. ) s

Captain Stone’s First Kentucky Battery was not ordered into position
until January 1, when it was posted on the right of the Murfreqsbor-
ough pike, directly in front of the log-house, one section being stationed

Ouap. XXXII | THE STONE’S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 239

in the woods, about 100 yards distant. The battery afterward moved
to the front edge of the woods, in rear of the center of the brigade to
which it was attached. At night it relieved Lieutenant Parsons’ bat-
tery, which was stationed outside and in front of the woods, command-
ing the corn-fields and woods to the right and tront, in which position
it remained until January 3. At 4 p. m. relieved Captain Cox’s half
battery, which was about 50 yards to the left, posting a half battery in
its place at night; shelled the fields and woods from both points; was
not further engaged.

The First Michigan Battery, Lieutenant Van Pelt, took position on the
morning of the 31st on the left of the pike, 3 miles from Murfreesborough,
where they remained during the day, serving their guns with effect;
were relieved on the 1st of January, and took position about half a mile
in rear of front line of battle.

On January 2 moved a few hundred yards to the front, and took posi-
tion on the right of the pike, remaining at this point through the day.
On Saturday morning the battery moved to the front, behind earth-
works, immediately beyond the pike, fronting the position occupied on
Wednesday, remaining there all day and night, shelling the woods at
sundown.

On the morning of the 31st, Company H, Iifth Attillery, Lieutenant
Guenther, moved through the cedars to the left of the pike with its
brigade, but was returned, owing to the impracticability of operating
in the woods, and took position in the open ground in time to check a
rebel advance. I'rom the cedars it then moved to a position on the rise
of ground on the opposite side of the pike. On the appearance of the
enemy at close range, a heavy fire with canister shot was opened on
them with such effect that they were driven back to the woods in dis-
order. The battery held this pesition until the morning of J anuary 1,
when it was moved some distance to the rear, and, after several changes
of front, was ordered with the brigade to a point on the Murfreesborough
pike, beyond Stewart’s Creek. This order being countermanded, the
battery encamped near its old point.

On the morning of January 3 fire was opened on a battery of the
enemy which was annoying our troops, resulting in driving it from its
position. During the forenoon the brigade and battery moved forward
and occupied rifle-pits and epaulements which had been constructed for
them. At dusk the battery opened fire with shell and spherical case
shot on the enemy, concealed in the woods and buildings and behind
breastworks, &c., which, being followed by infantry, drove them from
their position. The battery remained in position during the following
day, and on the morning of the 5th removed to Murfreesborough.

The batteries of the Second Division, Brigadier-General N egley, are
as follows: Company M, First Ohio, Captain Schultz; Company G,
First Ohio Artillery, Lieutenant Marshall ; Company M, First Ken-
tucky [Second Kentucky Battery|, Lieutenant Ellsworth, with the fol-
lowing guns: Two 12-pounder Wiard steel guns, two 6-pounder Wiard,
four 12-pounder howitzers, two James rifles, one 6-pounder smooth-
bore, aud two 16-pounder Parrotts. The three batteries of this division
were posted with the division on a slope of the west bank of Stone’s
River, in advance, but joining the right, of General Crittenden’s line,
with General Sheridan on their right; Captain Schultz on the right of
Battery G, First Ohio, and Battery M, First Kentucky [Second Ken-
tucky Battery], on the left. The batteries opened fire on the enemy
and drove them, holding the position during the day and night.



240 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Char. XXXIL

On the 31st, these batteries, after holding their position under a mur-
derous fire for four hours, having a large proportion of their horses
killed, and being out of ammunition, were compelled to retire with the
loss of six guns in getting through the cedars. ) )

On January 1, Company M was posted on the left side of the rail-
road; changed position about 1 o’clock to the right of Murfreesborough
pike, where it remained until night. )

On January 2, these batteries were posted on the hill at the ford of
Stone’s River, to resist the attack on the left, which proved successful.

Left Wing.—The batteries of the left wing are the following: Com-
pany M, Fourth U. S. Artillery, Lieutenant Parsons; Company H,
Fourth Artillery, Lieutenant Throckmorton; Company B, First Ohio
Artillery, Captain Standart, attached to the Second Division; Tenth
Indiana, Captain Cox; Bighth Indiana, Lieutenant Estep; Sixth Ohio,
Captain Bradley, attached to the First Division; Seventh Indiana Bat-
tery, Captain Swallow ; Third Wisconsin, Lieutenant Livingston; Twen-
ty-sixth Pennsylvania [Battery B, Pennsylvania Light Artillery], Lieu-
tenant Stevens, attached to the Third Division, with the following guns:
Four 3-inch rifles, ten 12-pounder howitzers, six James rifles, twelve 6-
pounder smooth-bores, and sixteen 10-pounder Parrotts.

The first position taken by Batteries H and M, under command of
Lieutenant Parsons, was just to the right of the Murfreesborough pike,
2% miles from Murfreesborough. During the morning they retired for
ammunition, and took a second position between the railroad and pike,
and, after firing away all their ammunition, they again retired. On
January 2 they were moved to the front, and soon after took position
at the hill near the ford, and participated in repulsing the enemy from
our left.

Company B, First Ohio Artillery, Captain Standart, on the 31st was
posted on the right of Lieutenant Parsons. After firing away his am-
munition, he retired for the day. On the 2d he was put in position on
the hill on the right of the pike, commanding the corn-field occupied by
Stokes’ battery the day before. Being under a very heavy cannonad-
ing, three pieces were retired to a position under cover, in reserve, to
the left of the pike. These three guns were, in the afternoon, move(i to
the left, to resist the attack of the enemy.

Company T¥, First Ohio, Captain Cockerill, on the 31st, was placed in
position on the left of Parsons’ battery, and on the right of the pike;
but during the morning retired and took position on the left of the rail-
road and about 400 yards from it, which position they held until the at-
tack on the left, to which point Lieutenant Osburn moved four pieces,
the captain having been wounded.

Captain Bradley, on the morning of the 31st, moved, with Colonel
Harker’s brigade in its advance, to check the enemy on the right, and
held with it its position through the day. On the 2d he held a position
ow commanding ground near to the right of the railroad. When the
attack was made on the left, he changed front to fire to the left.

The Seventh Indiana Battery, Captain Swallow, on the 31st, went into
battery a short distance to the right of the pike, 24 miles from Murfrees-
borough, and in the afternoon moved to the left of the railroad, going
into battery on the right of Cockerill’s battery. On the 2d this battery
also was placed on the high ground to resist the enemy’s attack at the
ford.

The Wighth Indiana Battery, Lieutenant Estep, was placed on the
opposite side of the pike (left) and rear of Captain Swallow’s battery.

CHAP. XXXIL] THE STONE’S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 241

On the 2d, having suffered severely from the enemy’s artillery in the
morning, he retired to repair damages, and, when the attack was made
on the left, massed with the other batteries on the hill at the ford.

The Tenth Indiana Battery, Captain Cox, was placed in position in
front and on the left of the railroad, which he maintained on the 31st
and afterward. The Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Battery [Battery B,
Pennsylvania Light Artillery], Lieutenant Stevens, was pested on the
left and facing the pike, 3 miles from Murfreesborough, when the enemy
appeared. As they fell back he moved forward, crossing the pike,
taking position on the ridge, changing several times.

On the 2d he changed front to fire to the left, and opened fire when
the attack was made in that direction.

The Third Wisconsin Battery, Lieutenant Livingston, was command-
ing the ford on the 31st. They afterward moved across the river at the
ford. When the attack was made on the 2d, they recrossed and took
position on the hill in line with the other batteries of the corps.

The Board of Trade Battery, Captain Stokes, attached to the Pioneer
Brigade, consisting of four 6-pounders, smooth-bore, and two James
rifles, moved, on the 31st, promptly to the front and right of the pike,
serving canister with effect. They afterward moved still farther to the
front, holding a good position, commanding a corn-field and the wood
beyond. After having held the position thirty-six hours, the battery
was ordered to the rear.

On the 2d, this battery was again put in position with the batteries
to resist the attack from the left, and opened, with the artillery force
massed at that point, a destructive fire, causing the enemy to retire.
The losses in matériel and personnel I had the honor to report immedi-
ately after the battle.

The many gallant actions of battery officers and men are named by
their immediate comwanders in their reports, to which I respectfully
refer for the details of their action. The practice of the batteries was
good, and the precaution of the general commanding to fire low and be
sparing of ammunition was heeded. Owing to the nature of the coun-
try, the loss of the guns was unavoidable, as in falling back on the right
the horses could not be under cover, and the thick cedar thickets pre-
vented the guns being brought off by hand.

Six guns, 3 caissons, 3 damaged forges, and 2 battery wagons were
captured from the enemy, or recaptured ; also 5,451 muskets, with bayo-
nets, scabbards, &c.

The whole number of men engaged in serving the batteries was 86
commissioned officers and 2,760 non-commissioned officers and privates.

I remain, colonel, your obedient servant,
JAMES BARNETT,

Colonel and Chief of Artillery.
Lijeut. Col. C. GODDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General ard Chief of Staff.
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No. 10.

“pepuedxe uory
-[UNWUre §pUNOI JO 16qurn N

Report of Capt. James St. Clair Morton, U. S. Engineers, commanding

potawsiq | Pioneer Brigade.

HDQRS. PIONEER BRIGADE, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Camp, 3 miles north of Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5,1863.

MAJOR: According to your order, 1 have the honor to submit the
following report of the part taken in the late battle by my brigade,
which is composed of three battalions of Pioneers and Stokes’ (Chicago
Board of Trade) battery :

On the march hither from Nashville, my brigade constructed two
bridges over Stewart’s Creek between the hours of 4 p. m. and 4 a. m.
December 29 and 30, arriving here on the 30th.

On the morning of the 31st, the brigade was engaged in improving the
fords of Stone’s River, in which the right battalion sustained the fire of
some rebel cavalry, when I was ordered to take position in the line of
battle, and formed my lrigade, by the orders of the commanding gen-
eral in person, fronting toward the right, where the enemy appeared
on a rise of ground in front of us, from which they had driven one of
our batteries. I immediately opened fire with canister from Stokes’
battery and drove them back. I then, by order of the commanding
general in person, advanced to the said rise, and held it under the fire
of three rebel batteries. I supported the battery by the First Battalion
o of Pioneers on the left, posted in a thicket, and by the Third Battalion

‘ on the right. The Second Battalion was placed in a wood still farther
o to the right.

: Shortly after I had formed my line, the enemy appeared across the
field, preparing to charge upou some of our troops, who were retiring,
but had been rallied by the commanding general. I opened fire upon
these from Stokes’ battery, which played over the head of the com-
manding general and our troops, and arrested their advance. My right
battalion was soon after attacked, the object of the enemy being to
penetrate through the line under cover of the woods. Said battalion
changed front so as to obtain a flanking fire, and by a single volley
repulsed the enemy, composed of the Eleventh and Fourteenth Texas
Regiments. In this the battalion was aided by the Seventy-ninth In-
: diana, which had rallied on its right.

EEER N EE SRRV FEFET B Toward sundown, the enemy appearing on my left, I brought two
1 sections of Stokes’ battery to the lett of my First Battalion, and repulsed
a brigade of the enemy which attacked that battalion in the thicket.
They left their dead within 50 paces of my line. In this affair both the
battalion and the battery behaved very creditably.
) The brigade slept ou their arms the night of the 31st. Early on the
1st instant the enemy appeared on my left, apparently to advance
through the gap between it and the pike. I changed my front and
occupied the gap, and sustained and returned their volleys of musketry,
playing upon them from the battery and preventing their advance be-
yond the edge of the woods. We held this position till after nightfall,
when the brigade was relieved and formed in reserve.

On the morning of the 2d, part of the Pjoneers were engaged in mak-
ing road crossings over the railroad, when the enemy opened a cannonade,
which reached our camp. I brought out Stokes’ battery and returned
the fire. The battalions advanced, supporting it under a fire of solid
| shot and shell. The cannonade having ceased, I received orders to fall
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JAMES BARNETT,
Oolonel and Ohief of Artillery.
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back to my assigned position in reserve, and remained till late in the
afternoon, when the commanding general in person ordered me to the
left as re-enforcement. I then marched my command at a double-quick
and arrived on the line, occupying a gap in it under the fire of a rebel
battery, which was, however, soon silenced by Stokes’ battery, which
was worked with exceeding vigor and skill.

General Negley now approached me and requested me to re-enforce
his troops, who, after a violent contest, had gained ground on the oppo-
site side of the river. I accordingly moved my command there at a
double-quick, and formed the Third Battalion in second line behind
General Davis’ command, the First Battalion extending beyond it and
throwing out its own advance, occupying the space between it and the
river. The battery was posted on a knoll between the First and Third
Battalions, the Secoud Battalion being in second line on the extreme
right. In this position we remained till after nightfall, when I received
orders to recross the river and again assume a position in reserve, and
to furnish the Second Battalion to construct rifle-pits in the front and
near the pike, and also on the extreme right. Said battalion worked
all night in the rain.

On the 3d, the Third Battalion relieved the TFirst, on duty in the
trenches, and on the 4th the Second and Third Battalions began two
lunettes on the north bank of the river, and the First Battalion began
a trestle bridge across it. On the 5th, the said work was continued, and
the Third Battalion, with the advance of the army, in pursuit of the
enemy.

The loss of the brigade is as follows: First Battalion: Killed, 4;
wounded, 3 commissioned officers and 5 enlisted men. Second Battal-
ion: Killed, 4; wounded, 5 enlisted men. Third Battalion: Killed, 4;
wounded, 10 enlisted men. Stokes’ battery: Killed, 3; wounded, 1
commissioned officer and 9 enlisted men. Total, killed and wounded, 48.

The force of the brigade actually engaged was 1,600 men, there being
ten companies or 1,000 Pioneers employed on the fortifications between
Gallatin and Nashville, and 200 detached guarding the implement train.
Of the force above mentioned, 95 belong to Stokes’ battery.

During the engagement, the Pioneers behaved as well as could be
wished, and, when required, worked zealously by night and day, although
insufficiently provided with rations, in spite of inclement weather, and
under fire. The artillerymen displayed the highest discipline, and
worked their guns with extreme rapidity and accuracy. As the com-
manding general was everywhere present on the field with his staff, he
cannot but have remarked the good service done by Captain Stokes,
who manifested the greatest zeal, and managed his battery with the
utmost precision and success.

I beg leave to mention to the favorable notice of the commanding
general my adjutant, Lieutenant Lamberson, of the Nineteenth Illinois
Volunteers; my inspectors, Lieutenants Clark, of the Sixteenth U. S.
Infantry, and Murphy, of the Twenty-first Wisconsin Volunteers, and
my aides, Lieutenant Reeve, of the Thirty-seventh Indiana Volunteers,
and Assistant Engineer Pearsall, all of whom exhibited the utmost
ardor and alacrity in the performance of their duty.

I beg leave also to mention Captain Hood, of the Eleventh Michigan
Volunteers, commanding Second Battalion ; Captain Clements, of the
Sixty-ninth Ohio Volunteers, commanding Third Battalion, and Captain
Bridges, of the Nineteenth Illinois Volunteers, commanding First Bat-
talion, who, though wounded on the first day, retained the command of
his battalion throughout.
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I have the honor to inclose the sub-reports of the chiefs « f battalions,
of the commander of the battery, and of the surgeon of the brigade.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. ST. C. MORTON,
Captain of Engineers, U. S. Army, Chief Engineer
Fourteenth Army Corps, Commanding Pioneer Brigade.
Maj. C. GODDARD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 11.
Report of Oapt. Lyman Bridges, commanding First Battalion.

HpQRS. FIRST BATTALION, PIONEER BRIGADE,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Ston€'s River, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

CApTAIN: In compliance with your order, I herewith furnish a report
of the part this battalion took in the recent battle at this place.

I have the honor to report that on the morning of December 30, 1862,
having completed the bridge at Stewart’s Creek at 4 a. m., I received
orders to hold my command in readiness to march at a moment’s notice.
At 8 a. m., by your order, I moved seven companies, 600 strong, forward
upon the Murfreesborough pike, throwing out an advance guard and
flankers upon either side, three companies being upon special duty. At
10 a. m., in accordance with orders received from you, I moved to the
front and halted, awaiting your order. At 2 p. m. 1 moved my com-
mand to the river, taking position upon the left of Captain Stokes’
Chicago Board of Trade Battery, and built an abatis from the river to-
ward General Rosecrans’ headquarters, as directed by you. At4a. m.,
December 31, I improved a ford across Stone’s River. At 7 a. m. our
right wing having been overpowered, and the enemy’s advance being
within 80 rods of my camp, I fell in with my command and followed
Stokes’ battery, as previously ordered by you. The battery having
been ordered into position on the ridge between the pike and railroad,
I forwarded my command in line of battle upon the left of Stokes’ bat-
tery, the enemy having possession of the parallel ridge upon the opposite
side of the pike, about 20 rods distant.

At that crisis General Rosecrans rode along our line, and ordered me
to charge and take the knob upon the opposite side of the pike, he
sending the same order to Captain Stokes’ battery. I moved one wing
upon either side of the battery to the hill in good order. Soon after
reaching the hill, General Rosecrans ordered me to occupy the skirt of
woods upon my left. I moved my entire command upon the left of
tbe Dbattery, the Third Battalion of this brigade relieving my right
wing, changing position to the left.

The enemy continued a heavy fire of grape, canister, and musketry
upon us as we advanced and they fell back. After gaining our new posi-
tion, General Rosecrans rode to our front, and rallied the Twenty-first
Olio, First Kentucky, and Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, which had
fallen back upon our right.

At 12 m. the enemy, General McCown’s division, came down, upon
the double-quick, with their standards flying, in splendid order. They
were allowed to come within 300 yards, when the musketry of the entire
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brigade and the battery opened with grape and canister a most deadly
fire, which he returned as earncstly. The column reeled and fell back
in disorder, their colors struck down and barely rescued. Lieutenant
Ritchie, Company A, of Third Ohio Detachment, was here wounded
while encouraging his men. The number of killed and wounded left on
the field tells how severe was his loss. Many of his wounded reached
our lines during the day and night, all declaring that the 12 oclock
charge was an expensive one for them. ] )

The enemy again rallied his forces at 5 p. m., advancing a_brigade
upon my left flank through a skirt of wood, attempting a surprise. My
pickets being fired upon by the enemy, who took advantage of a train
of ambulances being in the vicinity, firing upon ambulances and pickets
indiscriminately, I ordered this battalion to change front and commence
firing. Lieutenant Stevens, of Stokes’ battery, opened fire upon him
simultaneously with grape and canister. Our new line fortunately rested
upon the crest of the hill. Each volley by us thinned his ranks. He
advanced, perhaps 40 paces, discharging repeated volleys of musketry,
but his repulse was complete, and they fell back to the wood, 1,000 yards
in the rear, cursing their fate. Dozens of their wounded men, found
within our lines of skirmishers, all corroborated each other in stating
that a brigade was repulsed in attempting to take our position. He
left 60 of his men upon the field. Lieutenant Smith, of Company B, in
charge of my skirmishers, with his company captured 1 major, 1 cap-
tain, and 30 men. I received a slight wound in my left leg, above the
ankle, not so severe as to require me to leave the field. My command
laid upon their arms during the night, holding the ground gained early
in the morning.

Lieutenant Froelich, Twenty-second Illinois, at daybreak next morn-
ing, January 1, while in charge of the skirmishers of and in front of my
command, reported a large force of the enemy assembling near to the
left of the position to which he returned the previous evening. I rode
to the front and left flank of my line of battle. The fog being very
dense, the enemy could not be seen, but I could distinctly hear his com-
mands, and being satistied that he was advancing on my left, and there
being no support between my left and the Murfreesborough pike, I in-
formed you of my information and position. Receiving orders from
you, I immediately changed front, my left resting upon the Murfrees-
bororough pike. Captain Stokes moved his battery promptly upon my
right. The sun had just risen, but the fog had not yet cleared. We
took our position without accident. The enemy advanced within 500
yards and opened fire, as_he supposed, upon our flank. A few mo-
ments return fire convinced him that we were not unaware of his move-
ments. In half an hour he fell back behind his intrenchment, remain-
ing there during the day.

No demonstration was made upon our front during the day. At 10
p. m. Colonel Buell relieved my command, and I moved, by your orders,
1 mile to the left and rear, having held the one position upon the frout
thirty-six hours without relief.

At sunrise, January 2, the enemy charged upon our left center, cap-
turing a section of a battery one-half mile in our immediate front, and
were forcing our position. I moved my command, as ordered by you,
to the left and front, my right resting on the Third Battalion of this
brigade, and my left upon an open field near the river; remained an
hour in line of Dattle; was then ordered to take a position at the bend
of the river, 40 rods farther down; remained in position until 3 p. m.,
when, by your orders, I moved forward in good order to the support-of
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Stokes’ battery in the charge upon the hill, above the bend of the river,
recently held by our left wing.

Lieut. E. S. Dodd, acting lieutenant-colonel, was wounded in the leg
with a 6-pounder ball while the battalion was taking its position. By
your order, I moved forward in double-quick, forded the river, and
charged up the hill ; formed line of battle over the crest of the hill, my
left wing occupying an oak ridge, as indicated by you. I remained in
position an hour, until the several regiments that had done such gallant
service rallied and formed in line of battle again.

By your order I changed position, my right resting upon the river,
my left occupying a front of woods, and supported by Stokes’ battery.
Remained in position until 12 p. m., when I was ordered to move across
the river.

January 3, by your order, this battalion commenced building a mili-
tary bridge at the lower bend of Stone’s River, which, I have the honor
to inform you, is now completed and in use.

It is with pleasure that I mention with the highest regard and praise
the officers and men of this battalion, who all did their duty so promptly
and nobly during the past terrible week. To Lieut. George Turner,
adjutant, I am under many obligations for repeated and timely assist-
ance.

Annexed is a list of the killed and wounded of this battalion.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ LYMAN BRIDGES,
Oaptain, Commanding.

Capt. JAMES ST. CLAIR MORTON,

Chief Engineer, Fourteenth Army Corps, Comdg. Pioneer Brig.

No. 12.
Report of Capt. Oalvin Hood, commanding Second Battalion.

HDQRS. RIGHT BATTALION, PIONEER BRIGADE,
Camp in the Field, January 5, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken in the late battle by my battalion :

On the morning of December 31 we were ordered to improve a ford
of Stone’s River near camp. Soon after commencing work, we were fired
upon by the enemy’s cavalry, and retired, as we were ordered not to
remain under fire.

At 9 a. m. we marched, and formed line of battle with the brigade
between the railroad and pike, near the cedar woods. In front of us
was hard fighting, when the enemy finally gave way, and our troops ad-
vanced to the field beyond the cedars. We moved forward in line with
the brigade, my battalion on the right, and took position about midway
of the woods, and about 100 rods from the field. The troops in front of
us there gave way, and regiment after regiment came through our lines
entirely broken up. We here received orders from Captain Morton to
fix bayonets and allow no stragglers to pass our lines, and to hold fire
and give the enemy the cold steel. The retreating troops passed on our
right, except the Seventy-ninth Indiana, whose commander rallied them
on my right and rear. The Eleventh and Fourteenth Texas came on at

* Embodied in revised statement p. 214.
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a charge, and tried to flank our right, when my battalion changed
positions by the right flank and fronted toward them. General Van
Cleve here rode up from my right, and asked what troops we were, and
said we must fall back. I here learned that a small part of his com-
mand was on my right and near the pike. I replied that I wasordered
to hold this position at all hazards. I then ordered my men to lie down
and wait until the enemy were well upon us. They then rose, gave them
a volley, and charged with the Seventy-ninth Indiana, and drove them
from the woods.

Our loss here was 4 killed, including my orderly, Bennett Smith,
Eleventh Michigan, who was shot from his horse beside me, and several
wounded. Lieutenant Sherman, Twenty-fifth Illinois, was wounded in
the arm, slightly, but did not leave the field. We remained under arms
all night, with one company under Lieutenant Sands, Thirty-sixth Illi-
nois, as advance picket, and brought from the field in front some 25
wounded men of our own and the enemy’s.

Early in the morning of January 1, we changed position with the bri-
gade to the front and center of our lines and on” the brow of the hill.
Here we remained all day under fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, with
continual fighting with their skirmishers, our skirmishers being under
command of Lieutenant Sands. Late in the evening we were relieved
by the Thirty-third Ohio, and retired beyond the brow of the hill and
bivouacked. I then gave the immediate command to Lieutenant Hart-
sough, Forty-ninth Ohio, acting lieutenant-colonel, as I had become so
hoarse that I could not speak aloud. Early in the morning of the 24,
while a part of my command were at fatigue duty, the enemy com-
menced firing solid shot from the center at the battery in front of us and
on the hill, but, shooting too high, their shot struck in front of us and
ricochetted, and made bad work withus. Our men formed and marched
forward to the support of the Chicago Board of Trade Battery, with
shot falling among them thick and fast, and, as near as can be ascer-
tained, 3 were killed and several wounded. Lieutenant Hartsough
here had his horse shot under him, and the command fell upon Lieu-
tenant Moore, Sixth Indiana, acting major, who commanded them gal-
lantly. Firing soon ceased, and we remained upon the ground until
late in the afternoon, when, as the enemy charged across the river upon
General Negley’s division, we were ordered to his support, and my
command charged across the river under Lieutenant Moore. My com-
mand was ordered back, and, under the direction of General Thomas,
worked all night in the rain on the rifle-pits in front, and without
rations.

With few exceptions, officers and men behaved gallantly, and on the
31st behaved like veterans; and, taking into consideration that they are
formed of detachments from forty different regiments, and have never
drilled together in either company or battalion drills, moved in the face
of the enemy splendidly.

I would especially mention Lieutenant Moore, Sixth Indiana, acting
major; Lieutenant Baker, Thirty-ninth Indiana, acting adjutant, and
Lieutenant Sands, Thirty-sixth Illinois, who rendered me valuable as-
sistance throughout.

Your obedient servant,
CALVIN HOOD,
Captain, Commanding Right Battalion.

Capt. JAMES ST. CLAIR MORTON,
Oommanding Pioneer Brigade.
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No. 13.
Report of Oapt. Robert Clements, commanding Third Battalion.

HpQRrs. CENTER BATTALION, PIONEER BRIGADE,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863

Sir: On the morning of December 30, 1862, my battalion was ordered
by Capt. J. St. C. Morton to report to General Rosecrans. By 4 a. m.
I reported my command to the front ready for duty, when I received
orders from the commanding general to report to General Thomas, who
ordered me to cut and clear several roads through the thick woods on
the right of the pike and in front. We worked all day under the fire
of the enemy’s guns, and by 5 p. m. cleared several roads for the pas-
sage of artillery and infantry. At 6 p. m. I was relieved, and reported
my battalion in camp some three-fourths ot a mile to the rear, on the
left of the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike.

December 31, 1862, Company F, under charge of Acting Lieutenant-
Colonel Lingeman, reported to General Negley to finish the previous
day’s work. Acting Major Stewart, with Companies A, D, I, and E,
was ordered to the front of General Crittenden’s corps, to cut the east
bank, a portion of it on Stone’s River, passable for troops. Reaching
the river, they found it in possession of the rebels. Leaving a reserve
of two companies on this side, in charge of Capt. A. K. Robinson, Major
Stewart crossed with the balance of his men, and drove the enemy from
the ground, and commenced work. At 8 a. m. heavy firing was heard
on our right and in front of General Negley’s division. Immediately
the left wing of our battalion was ordered to forin line, and soon we were
on the march toward the direction of the firing, that was becoming more
terrific as we advanced. In the mean time Major Stewart was relieved
by a portion of the Eleventh Brigade, General Van Cleve’s division, and,
with the exception of Company F, our battalion moved forward under
a fire from the enemy’s cannon, and supported Captain Stokes’ Chicago
battery, that opened, from the top of a slight elevation on the left of
the pike, a terrific shower of grape into the enemy’s ranks, who were
at that moment driving our front line from the woods, on the right of
the road, by heavy volleys of musketry. Soon the enemy were forced
back, our troops advancing with the battery into an open field some 300
yards.

By this time the rebels had renewed their fire, and were driving our
advanced line, that had moved forward into a thick wood, panic-stricken,
back upon my men, who were ordered by Captain Morton to fix bayo-
nets and charge upon the first man attempting to pass the line. The
order was promptly enforced, and soon hundreds of confused stragglers
were formed into line on our right, and, with the shower of shell and
grape from our battery, succeeded in driving the enemy from the field.
During the day my battalion was kept on the front, and at night threw
forward Company H, as advanced pickets and skirmishers, some 400
yards.

The night being very cold, and no fires allowed, the men suffered much
from the want of blankets, as well as from the scareity of rations, many
of them having had nothing to eat since the previous night.

At 6 a. m., January 1, I was ordered to change my line and support
our battery, expecting an attack from the southeast, as it could be seen
the enemy were advancing from the wood in that direction. My line



