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SECOND DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

First DBrigade.
Brig. Gen. L. K. POLK.

18t Arkansas, Col. John W. Colquitt.
13th Arkansas.
16th Arkansas.

5th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

24 Tennessee, Col. W. D. Robison.

5th Tennessee, Col. B. J. Hill.

Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lieut.T. J. Key.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 81, Jou~ R. LIDDELL.

2d Arkansas, Col. D. C. Govan.
§th Arkansas, Lieut. Col. John E. Murray.
Col. 8. G. Smith.
ggg ﬁ‘;ﬁ;m’ Lieut. Col. ¥. J. Cameron.
> ( Maj. W. F. Douglass.
8th Arkansas:

Col. John H. Kelly.
Lieut. Col. G. F. Baucum.
Swett’s (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. IL
Shannon.

McCowN’s

Maj. Gen. J.

First Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. ECTOR.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. I. Locke.
11th Texas Cavalry:

Col. J. C. Burks.

Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camyp.
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Androws.
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Third

Brig. Gen. EvanDpEr MCNAIR.
Col. R. W. HARPER.

1st Arkansas Mouunted Rifles:

Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramsaur.

2d Arkansas Mounted Rifles,t Lieut. Col. J. A. Williamson.
4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn.

30th Arkansas:
Maj. J. J. Franklin.
Capt. W. A. Cotter.

4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj. J. A. Ross.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphreys.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busnrov R. JONNBOX.

17th Tennessoe :

Col. A. S. Marks.

Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd.
93d Tennessee, Liout. Col. R. H. Keeble
25th Tennessee :

Col. J. M. Hughs.

Liout. Col. Samuel Davis.
37th Tonnesses :

Col. M. White.

Maj. J.T. McReynolds.

Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennessee, Col. John 8. Fulton.
Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery, Capt. Pat.

Darden.

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Woob.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
33d Alabama, Col. Samuel Adams.
3d Confederate, Maj. J. I, Cameron.
45th Mississippi, Licut. Col. R. Charlton.
15th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. A. T, Hawkins.
Alabama Battery, Capt. Henry C. Semple.

DivIsION.”
P. McCowN.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gon. JAMES E. RAINS.
Col. R. B. VANCE.

3d Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. A.
Stovall.
9th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Joseph T.
Smith.
90th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vance.
11th Tennessee :
Col. G. W. Gordon.
Lieut. Col. William Thedford.
Eufaula (Ala.) Light Artillery, Lieut. W.
A. McDauflie.

Brigade.

» Of Smith’s corps, serving with Hardee.
t The regiments of this brigade serving as infantry.

t Serving as infantry.
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CAVALRY."

Brig. Gen. Josern WneeLeg.

Wheeler's Brigade.
Brig. Gon. JoserH WHEELLR.

18t Alabam:
i A]:Ll);zxx;:’: Col. W. W. Allen.
gmj.t FI‘ Y. Gaines.
- Alal?:i)mla:. . Mauldin,
Col. John T. Morgan.
Liout. Col. J. D. Webb.
8th Confederate, Col. W. B. Wade
1st Tennessce, Col. James B. C:u‘tbr.

— Tennessee Battalion, DeWitt (.

Douglass.

— Tennessce Battalion, Maj. D. W.

Holman.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T Wiggins,

Buford’s Brigade.
Brig. Gen. A. Burorb.
I}d Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler.
oth Kentuncky, Col. D. H. Smith.
6th Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigshy.
Pegram’s Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JoHN PEGRAM.

18t Georgia.
1st Louisiana.

Wharton’s B igade.
Brig. Gon. JOnN A. WHARTON.

14th AlabamaBattalion, Lieut. ¢
o C;‘Mu‘]one. yLieunt. Col. James
8t Confederate, Col. John T. Cox
3d Confederate, Lieut. Col. William N
Estes. .
24 Georgia :
Lie.ut. Col. J. E. Dunlop.
5 Maj. F. M. Ison.
d Georgia (detachmont Laj
. Thompson. i A
2d 'I“eunesﬂeo, Col. II. M. Ashby.
4th ’lrmmcssoo, Col. Baxter Smith.
— Tennessee Baltali aj
N e lon, Maj. John R,
th Texas, Col. Thomas Harri
Murray’s (Tent o
Bledson(. hessoe ) rogiment, Maj. W. S,
Escort company, Capt. Paul F. A
an) . Paul F. derson
McCown’s esco Y(; it [
W{I:n'dy. rt company, Capt. L. T.
1ito’s (Tonnessce) batt P
White o ) battery, Capt. B. F.

ARTILLERY.t

Baxter’s (Tennesseo) batte
l}yme’s (Kentucky) battﬁr;s."
Gibson’s (Georgia) battory.

No. 190.

Reports of General Braxton Bragy, O. S. Army,

commanding Army of

Tennessce, with congratulatory orders, de.

MURFRER T )
(R(ecseli}v(') RlO'UGll.lI~’ .lLNN" December 30, 1862,
ed at Richmond, Va., January 1, 1863.)

Artillery firing at intervals and heavy skirmishin

g of light troops

all day. Enemy very cauti ini
‘ : sautious, and declining ¢
. 3 : . » . (]’ 50 ,g : ¢
Armies are in line of battle within sight. £  general engagemet;

General S. COOPER.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

LA I ?, o
I"orrest’s and Morgan’s commands on detached service

t Probably incomplote.

me’ i . 1 1
t Byrne’s battery montioned in Breckenridge’s roport

havo been engaged in iho campaign.

The others do not appear to

Baxter's battory reported as at Shelbyville,

rcomber -;l, and Gibso e Dee 1 32, to Chattanooo L'enn., to
ecom 1 pt
D 1 '8 was or 1(.10(1, Decomber ks B6% i b C tt ga, ! )

be fitted for the field.
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k8 Texas Cavalry *
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It formed the extreme right of the brigade line of battle, and is sup-
posed to have fronted the enciny’s center at that time. The above cas-
ualties all occurred in the cedar grove occupied by the brigade during
the fight on Wednesday, and between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m.
After Colonel Wilkinson was wounded (which was in the early part of
the action), the undersigned assumed command of the regiment, and
takes great pleasure in testifying to the cool courage and veteran-like
heroisin with which they bore the terrific fire of shell and shot that was
poured almost incessantly into their ranks for near three hours. Indeed,
both officers and men as a whole bebaved most gallantly. The conduct
of those who are reported as deserving censure is thought generally to
merit unmeasured disapprobation. .An explanation is forwarded in the
case of Private J. Walker, of Company G. As heis very young, his con-
duct is thought to be sowewhat excusable. He returned and served
with the regiment during the bulance of the time, while the others re-
turned, most of them, to the cawmp at town, and refused to come back,
although repeatedly ordered to do so.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
A. McNEILL,
Licutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Eighth Mississippi Regiment.

No. 252.
Report of Lieut. Harvey H. Cribls, Lumsdew’s (Alabama) battery.

BRIDGEPORY, ALA., January 10, 1863.

CaprAIN: I have the hounor to report that ou Sunday, December 28,
1862, I was ordered to report for duty with Brigadier -General Jackson’s
brigade, by Lieutenant-Colonel [J. H.| Hallonquist, chief of artillery
Army of Tennessee, and on Monday morning the general assigned me
a position near Captain Speunce’s rvesidence, east of the Lebanon pike,
and at 12 midnight T received an order to send the two rifled pieces of
the battery to General Breckiuridge’s headquarters to report, which I
did, under the command of Lieutenant Tarrant. He was ordered to
the knoll on the cast side of Stone’s River, which position was ordered
by Genera! Bragg to he held, as it was a desirable position, from which
place the two guns fired 200 rounds in the first of the engagement.
One of the pieces had been dismounted at Perryville some time ago, and
in the recoil the axle-tree gave way. It was replaced by one of the
pieces taken from the enemy. The - -two rifled pieces were held in the
reserve until we reacbed the river. The smooth-bore was kept with
the brigade, and on Tuesday about noon I moved with the brigade to a
position on the left of the Lebanon pike and 1 mile nearer the river.

On Wednesday about noon the section accompanied the brigade across
Stone’s River, when it was halted by General Jackson until it could se-
cure & positiou while the brigade advanced. When the brigade became
engaged, the section took a position ou the hill near Cowan’s house, and
near the railroad, and fired 50 rounds, when the enemy removed the
battery at which we had been firing, and night coming on, I moved
down to the river, aud on Thursday took a position again on the right,
where intrenchments were thrown ujy.

On Friday I joined the brigade on the extreme left near the Wilson-
ville [Wilkinson or Naghville] pike, and at 12 [o’clock] that night moved
to the Nashville pike, where the men remained until daylight exposed
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to a drenching 1ai, after which we moved to the extreme right again,
and at midnight Saturday we moved through Murfreesborough to the
Nashville pike. marched until Sunday evening, exposed again to the
severity of the weather.

The damage doue by the firing of the battery—I cannot say what dam-
age was done to the enemy ; itis said that one of the rifled pieces blew
up a caisson. I am happy to say that no damage whatever was done
to the battery by the shots ot the enemy. The men all behaved with
coolness, and with a determination to do what was in their power to
drive back the enemy of our country.

Respectfully submitted.

HARVEY H. CRIBBS,
First Lieutenant, Commanding Lumsden’s Battery.

No. 253.
Report of Maj. Gen. Patrick R. Cleburne, O. S. Army, commanding division.

HEADQUARTERS CLEBURNE’S DIVISION,
HARDEE’S CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 31, 1863.

On December 26, 1862, three brigades of my division were stationed
at College Grove, near Eaglesville, about 20 miles west of Murfrees-
borough. The Fourth Brigade, under command of Brig. Gen. S. A. M.
Wood, was stationed at Triune, 4 miles north of College Grove, on the
Nashville and Shelbyville turnpike.

On the evenin : of the same day I had information that the enemy had
driven back the cavalry and occupied Nolensville, in my front.

During the night I received orders from General Hardee, who had
gone in person to the front, to have everything in readiness for a move-
ment and to be prepared for any emergency. I also received instruc-
tions as to the roads to be taken by my train and fighting force, respect-
ively, in case of a retreat on Murfreesborough.

Early on the morning of the 27th, I received orders from the same
source to take up a position on the turnpike about 1 mile north of my
encampment. While making this disposition, I received orders from
General Hardee to move the three brigades with me to Murfreesborough
by the routes previously decided upon; also that Wood’s brigade would
remain at Triune and assist General Wharton’s cavalry to retard the
farther advance of the enemy.

For the proceedings of Wood’s brigade under this order, I respectfully
refer you to the report of Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Wood, herewith trans-
mitted.

I immediately moved as directed; marched all day, part of it over a
miserable road and through a cold, drenching rain, and encamped after
nightfall on the Salem turnpike, within 1 mile of Stone’s River.

Ouwu the morning of tne 28th, General Hardee ordered me to form line
of battle north of Murfreesborough and east of Stone’s River, my line
to face north, its left resting on the river, its right near the Lebanon
turnpike, 800 or 1,000 yards in rear of a line already occupied by Breck-
nridge’s division.

Wood’s brigade, falling back slowly before General McCook’s army
corps. impeding his advance wherever oppor tunity offered, finally reached
Stone’s River and rejoined the division on the morning of the 29th.
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I lay, inactive, in line of battle until the evening of the 30th, when I
received orders to move from the right to the left of the army. Arriving
at the fording place on Stone’s River, I received orders to remain there
until General Hardee had examined the ground and determined my
position. It was dark when staff officers were sent to order me forward
and show me my position. The passage of the river in the night was
attended with many difficulties, and my whole division was not in posi-
tion before midnight. As well as I could judge from the camp-fires,
my line was a prolongation to the left of Cheatham’s line, and was 400
or 500 yards in rear of McCown’s division.

Soon after midnight I received an order from General Hardee, on
which I based and issued the following circular, viz :

Generals of brigades will have their respective commands in readiness to move upon
the enemy at 4.30 o’clock this morning. The several commands will fall into line with-
out signal of bugle or drum.

Before daylight I formed line, placing Polk’s brigade, with Calvert’s
battery, on the right; Johnson’s brigade, with Darden’s battery, in the
center, and Liddell’s brigade, with the Warren Light Artillery, com-
manded by Lieutenant [H.] Shannon, on the left. Wood’s brigade I
placed a short distance in rear of Polk’s. This brigade had no battery
in the fight, its battery (Semple’s, of six Napoleon guns) having been
detached the day before to support Hanson’s brigade, of Breckinridge’s
division, and having remained with that brigade on the right of the
army.

On account of the absence on duty of my chief of artillery, I ordered
my chief of ordnance (Captain [T.%R.] Hotchkiss) to act as chief of ar-
tillery, and Robert [D.] Smith, ordnance officer of Polk’s brigade, to act
as division ordnance officer.

It was not yet clear day when I received orders from General Hardee
to advance. Swincing to the right as I moved forward, I rapidly com-
municated these instructions to brigade commanders, caused my division
to load, and moved ferward, stepping short upon the right and full upon
the left, so as to swing round my left as directed. General Cheatham’s
left did not move forward at the same woment as my right, and my divis-
ion, inclining to the left as it advauced, a gap was soon left between
us, which General Hardee directed General Wood’s brigade to fill. My
whole division (Semple’s battery excepted) was now advancing in line of
battle, gradually wheeling to the right as it advanced. My left had not
moved half a mile when heavy firing commenced near its front, supposed
to be McCown’s division engaging the enemy. A few moments more,
and the enemy’s skirmishers opened fire along the right and left center
of my division, indicating that instead of being a second line supporting
McCown’s division, I was, in reality, the foremost line on this part of
the field, and that McCown’s line had unaccountably disappeared from
my front. Skirmishers wereimmediately thrown forward, and I pressed
on, continuing the difficult wheel under fire, through a country cut up
with numerous fences and thickets. There was a great deal of crowd-
ing and improper opening out in the center of my line. Polk’s and
Johnson’s brigades had to be moved by the flank more than once to
regain their true positions. Driving back the enemy’s skirmishers in the
face of a heavy fire of shot and shell, I encountered his first solid line
of battle at an average distance of three-fourths of a mile from the scene
of my bivouac of last night. The left of this line (opposite Wood’s and
Polk’s brigades) stretched through a large cedar brake; the right (oppo-
site Liddell’s and Johnson’s) through open ground. In many parts of
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the brake the enemy found natural breastworks of limestone rock. In
the open ground he covered most of his line behind a string of fence.
Opposite my left, where the ground was open, a second line of the enemy,
supported by artillery, could be seen a short distance in rear of his first.
Here was my first important fight of the day. [t extended along my
whole line, and was participated in by McNuair’s brigade, of McCown’s
division, which had been placed on my left, and which a few moments
before had surprised and driven the enemy trom the ground over which
my left had passed. The fight was short and bloody, lasting about
twenty-five minutes, when the enewmy gave way, both in the cedars and
open ground, and fled back on his second line, which was immmediately
encounterel in the woods, pastures, and open ground in rear of his
former position. His second line soon gave way, and b:*h went off to-
gether. My first fight may be said to have ended here. 1'~ results were
important.

The Eighth Arkansas, of Liddell’s brigade, captured two stand of
colors. They were handed to Colonel [John H.| Kelly on the field by
Private James Riddle, of Company C, and Corpi. N. A. Horn, ot Com-
pany E. In the rapid pursuit which followed, Colonel Kelly could not
carry them ; they were left on the field, and, I fear, appropriated by some
person who had no title to them.

The Second Arkansas [Infantry], of Liddell’s brigade, again encoun-
tered and defeated the Twenty-second Indiana(the same regiment it had
80 severely handled at the battle of Perryville), wounding and capturing
its lieutenant-colonel. This brigade also captured tworifled cannon, with
suitable ammunition ; these Lieutenant Shanuon added to his battery,
and used on the enemy at subsequent periods of the battle. In Johnson’s
brigade, the Seventeenth Tenuessee charged and captured a battery of
four guns. In Wood’s brigade, the Sixteenth Alabama wounded and
captured the colonel and killed the lieatenant-colonel and mmajor of the
One hundred and first Ohio. My losses were very severe, especially on
my left wing, where Johnson’s and Liddell’s brigades suffered more than
in all the subsequent fighting of the day. In Johnson’s brigade, Colonel
[A. S.] Marks, of the Seventcenth Tennessee (one of the best officers
In the division), was severely wounded. Major [H. C.] Ewin, Forty-
fourth Tennessee, was mortally wounded. Colonel [Moses] White aud
Lieutenant-Colonel [R. D.] Frayser, Thirty-seventh Tenuvessee, were
wounded. Colonel [J. M.] Hughs, Twenty-fifth Teunessee, was wounded.
In Polk’s brigade, Majors [C. H.] Carlton and [R. A.] Duncan, Fifteenth
and Thirteeuth Arkansas, were wounded. Iu Wood’s brigade, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel [A. H.] Helvenston and Major [J. H.] McGaughy, Sixteenth
Alabama, were wounded. In all, ninefield officers, and a proportionate
num ber of company officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates
were killed or wounded in this fight.

My division was now engaged in a rapid, but not very orderly, pur-
suit of the enemy, which was conftinued until a fresh line of his infantry
and artillery came in view. This line was drawn up on the south side of,
and paraliel to, the Wilkinson turnpike, its right vesting in open woods,
its left in open fields. It checked or pushed back portions of my com-
mand, which, in the ardor of pursuit, had advanced beyond the general
line. My whole division (the right of Johnson’s brigade, which had de-
layed to replenish its ammunition, excepted) again engaged the enemy.
Advancing steadily in the face of a heavy fire of infantry aud artillery,
Liddell’s brigade, and the Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade,
drove back the enemy’s right. Wood’s and Polk’s brigades encountered
a more obstinate and protracted resistance to the open fields where they
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fought; but here, too, success again rewarded the bravery of my men.
The enemy were driven across the Wilkinson pike, and took refuge in
the woods and heavy cedar brake on the north side. In this fight I cap-
tured 2 hospitals, ncarly 1,000 prisoners, a train of ammunition wagons,
1 piece of artillery, 3 or 4 caissous, and 2 wagons loaded with medical
stores. The Federal General [J. W.] Sill was killed near one of the
hospitals. The Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade, and the
Second A -kansas, of Liddell’s brigade, contend for the honor of having
first captured the hospital and killed General Sill.

My line was now far advanced beyond that of Withers and Cheatham.
I began to discover from the firing that 1 was getting in rear of the
right flank of the enemy’s center My right wing and left center were
exposed to a heavy enfilading fire as they crossed the open ground near
the turnpike from a powerful battery planted near the north side of the
pike. Captain Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery, placed Darden’s and
J. H.] Calvert’s batteries in position, and boldly attacked the Parrott
and rifled artillery of the enemy. Wood’s brigade having moved back
to get a fresh supply of ammunition, Brigadier-General Polk moved
forward, but was forced by the enfilading fire to change front forward
on his first battalion, so as to place his liue at right angles to the pike
and facing eastwardly. This done, he advanced and attacked the sup-
ports of the battery, while Hotchkiss, though greatly overmatched in
number and caliber of guns, continued to fire on them. The enemy
abandoned the position, leaving several pieces of artillery, The Fifth
Confederate and First Arkansas passed through and beyond these guns,
and fairly deserve the honor of havihg captured them. Colonel [P. B.]
Hawkins, of the Eleventh Kentucky, commanding a Federal brigade,
was killed by the First Arkansas [Infantry] during this fight. Relieved

“ of the enfilading fire, Brigadier-General Polk again changed front and
resumed his original line of advance.

In the mean time Wood’s brigade had come up and been ordered by
me to the left of Polk’s brigade. Johnson’s brigade had also come up,
and, like Polk’s. had been forced by the enfilading fire to change front.
I had ordered Brigadier-General Johuson to throw forward a strong
company of sharpshooters and advance on the battery to Polk’s assist-
ance ; but just at this time the firing ceased, and T discovered the en-
emy had been driven back, as before stated. I then changed the direc-
tion of Johnson’s advance to correspoud with Polk’s, and moved his
brigade on the right of Polk’s, whose guns were again heard in conflict
with the enemy. Ou examiuation, I found the enemy had made another
stand in a heavy cedar brake north of the Wilkinson pike, aud in front
of where my right crossed it. He had again found nataral breastworks
of limestone rock, and covered most of his line bebind them. He made
an obstinate and destructive resistance, during which Polk’s brigade
suffered a severe repulse ; but he was finally dislodged and driven from
the cedars. Toward the close of this fight, Smith’s brigade, of Cheat-
ham’s division, under command of Colonel |A. J.] Vaughan, [jr.,] came
up on my left and rendered us material assstance.

In this fight Sergeant Lovin, of the Third Confederate Regiment, of
Wood’s brigade, captured a stand of colors, which I herewith transmit.
Lieut. Col. Don McGregor, of the First Arkansas, fell wortally wounded,
and Major [J. T.] McReynolds, the last field officer of the Thirty-seventh
Tennessee, was mortally wounded.

The commanding officers of Brigadier-General Wood’s regiments again
reported their ammunition expended he moved the brigade in rear of the
Wilkinson pike to procure a supply. While there information reached
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General Hardee that the enemy was threatening our left flank and he
ordered Wood's brigade to remain iu the rearand protect thetmiixs. This
was the smallest brigade I had, numbering on the morning of the fight
not over 1,100 officers and men. It was without a battery, as before'
e_xpla.med; Wis on thg, extreme right of my line (the most exf)osed posi-
lt:é)lp)s(;lop to the time of crossing the pike, and at this time did not num-
The enemy was now driven out of the cedars in our front
right of my division he still remained undisturbed, and :ls,Ibal»l:agg t::
t@mpted to advance I found myseif flanked on the right and avzain ex-
posed to an enfilading fire. I therefore determined to advance on a line
farther to the left, and where my right flank would not be so fearfully
exposed. With this view, I ordered Geueral Johnsou to move his bri ade
to the left, where Liddell’s brigadc would again counect with him i
B,ut here it would be proper to give a statement of the doings o‘f Lid-
dell’s brigade since last mentioned as haviug driven back a line of the
enemy on the south side of the Wilkinson pike. While my other brigades
inclined to the right, as stated, Brigadier-General Liddell woved diago-
nally to the left for a considerable distance through open woods. He xrgl;et
the enemy on the far edge of these woods and drove him over the crest
of the high ground beyond. Throwing forward skivmishers, it was found
he had made anotber stand in the valley of Overalls CI‘(‘t‘,l{ 400 or 500
yards beyond thecrest. Liddell moved his battery to the crestand drove
thm bapk until he disappeared from view behind the embankmeunt of the
Nashville railvoad. From the high point where his battery uow was, Lid-
dell was in full view of the Nashville turnpike and the énemy’s tI"a.ins
Hf’ opened with his artillery on one portion of the traiu, while General
\Wharton, with the cavalry, charged ancther. The trains disappeared in
haste and confusion. At this time LiddelUs brigade was the extreme left
of the infantry of the army, and there was a gap of threc-quarters of a
mile between bis right and the left of the other portion of the division
I determined to unite the division opposite this gap and advance I
ordered Johnson to move on the left of Poll’s brigade, and at the sz.adme
time sent orders to Brigadier-General Liddell to move his brigade by the
right flank until he had reconnected with Johnsouw’s brigade. v
. Wh,lle these commands were being executed, I met a“briga.de of Mc-
gip‘vrvn St(ll\’ISIOl] retreating in great disorder. I th.nk this brigade must
! :p 1;\,1 sae (tfmpt(éd to advance through the gap in my division and been
By moving inward and uniting in the gap mentioned, my divisi
again advanced on a line midway between the diverging lines }whicllxkt(l)lz
two portions had before pursued. I advinced with four brigades, dis-
posed astollows: Polk’s brigade on the right, Liddell’s on the left, Smith’s
brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the right center, Johnson’s (he left cen.
ter. I bad not woved 100 yards when Liddell’s brigade became hotly
engaged with a line of the enemy drawn up across a neck of woods and
prolonged into the fields on each side. This, I thiik, wasa continuation
Eo tll;e left of the same line which my other brigades had defeated farther
o the ‘rlghs, or it may pave been the line which hud caused the repulse
of McCown’s division (just mentioned) and which was pursuing. How-
c;;gjr.thls be, Liddell met the enemy here in force aud engaged inbthe most
g Stlpa-tely contested and (to the enemy) most destructive ight which
ad yet occurred. Not until Liddell had closed within 25 paces of him
chl(l)gl thiagml‘]tlon toftllxisléine in the woods give way.
ionel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkans and Colo X i
tho Sixth and Seventh Ark%nsas. wereb?fél:xl;geil(ﬁg?til LS. G Byt
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Lieutenant-Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, bore the
colors of his regiment through the hottest of the fight, and by his own
bright example encouraged his men to despise danger.

J. K. Leslie, a brave and intelligent private of Company C, of this
regiment, captured a beautiful stand of colors belonging to one of the
enemy’s regiments of regulars. This flag I also herewith transmit.

The enemy gave way and fled, leaving a large number of dead behind
him. Johnson’s, Smith’s, and Polk’s brigades moved rapidly in pursuit,
obliquing to the left as they advanced. Liddell rapidly reformed his line
and followed, en échelon, about 100 yards in rear of Johnson. My orders,
frequently received from General Hardee during the day, being to push
the enemy, and, if possible,give him no time to rally or select positions,
I did not halt the division or lose any time in rectifying distances or
alignments. The line had not advanced a quarter of a mile when a fresh
line of the enemy was discovered in open fields. He was supported by
numerous and well-served batteries. At this time I had but one bat-
tery (Liddell’s). Polk’s could not follow through the heavy woods and
Jobnsou’s had been ordered by General Hardee to remain in reserve
near the Wilkinson pike. My line advanced steadily, pouring in a deadly
fire, and drove the enemy across a small dirt road. That portion of his
line opposite Johnson rallied behind a fence on the far side of the dirt
road, but was driven from there also, when his whole line disappeared
in the cedar woods, which here border the Nashville pike, and were close
behind him. Still another line of the enemy showed itself on the edge
of these cedars. A heavy fire of small-arms was immediately directed
upou bim. He fled back in the woods, leaving the ground in front of
Johnson’s brigade thickly coveredwith dead and wounded. Following
up their success, our men gained the edge of the cedars—Johnson’s bri-
gade capturing a battery of Parrott guns—and were almost on the Nash-
ville turnpike, in rear of the original center of Rosecrans’ army, sweep-
ing with their fire his only line of communication with Nashville; but it
was now after 3 o’clock ; my men had had little or no rest the night be-
fore; they had been fighting since dawn, without relief, food, or water 3
they were comparatively without the support of artillery, for the ad-
vance had been too rapid to enable my single battery to get in position
and answer the enemy ; their ammunition was again nearly exhausted,
and our ordnance trains could not follow.

At this critical moment the enemy met my thinned ranks with another
fresh line of battle, supported by a heavier and closer artillery fire than
I'had yet encountered. A report also spread, which I believe was true,
that we were flanked on the right. This was more than our men could
stand. Smith’s brigade was driven back in great confusion. Polk’s and
Jolnsow’s followed. As our broken ranks went back over the fields be-
fore thie fire of this fresh line, the enemy opened fire on our right flank
from several batteries which they had concentrated on an eminence near
the railroad, inflicting a heavier loss on Poik’s brigade than it had suf:
fered iu all the previous fighting of the day. The division was rallied
on the edge of the opposite woods, about 400 yards in rear of the scene
of disaster, though some of the meu could not be stopped until they
reached the Wilkinsou pike.  Liddell’s brigade, en échelon on my extreme
lett, was not engaged in this last tight and was moved back in good order
to the line where the other brigades rallied.  1lere I reformed my divis-
ion as rapidly as possibie, Polk’s brigade on the right, Johnsow’s in the
center, and LiddelPs on the left. A fresh supply of ammunition was
served out, and [ waited in mowentary expectation for an advance of the
enemy in overwhelming force. He never advanced a foot, and the ques-
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tion presented itself, Ought I to again advance? I was now in posses-
gion of 3 miles of ground conquered from the enemy, large numbers of
prisoners, cannon, and small-arms. Auother repulse, and I might lose
all these and cause the demoralization and destruction of my division.
[ immediately reported the situation to General Hardee, and was or-
dered by him to hold the ground I had won, rest, and reorganize my
division and await further orders. Pushing my pickets well forward, I
bivouacked in line of battle on the same line which the division rallied
on after the repulse.

On the morning of January 1, there were rumors that the enemy was
retreating. I was ordered by General Hardee to push forward, feel the
enemy, and ascertain the true state of affairs in our front. Liddell’s
brigade was moved forward and to the left, and drove the enemy’s skir-
mishers back at least a quarter of a mile, and beyond a white house
used as a Federal hospital, and situated on the small dirt road near
which our last fight of the day before occurred. )

During this fight Lieutenant-Colonel [F. J.] Cameron, Sixth and Sev-
enth Arkansas Regiment, was wounded. ) ) )

Liddell again swept the Nashville turnpike with his artillery, and
greatly disturbed the enemy’s traius, which could be seen on and near
it. Receiving another message from General Hardee to the effect that
he had ordered me to feel the enemy, and could not hear my guns, and
at the same time receiving information from General Liddell that he
was in line of battle near the hospital just mentioned, and needed im-
mediate support on his right, 1 ordered General Wood to move his bri-
gade forward cautiously, and support Liddell on the right, but I also
jnformed him that the object was merely to ascertain whether the en-
emy was still in force in our front, not to bring on a general battle.
Wood’s brigade moved forward, and I moved Johnson’s skirmishers
forward en échelon on Wood’s right flank, so as to protect him as much
as possible. Wood’s brigade formed line close to the dirt road last men-
tioned, and immediately became hotly engaged with a very large force
of the enemy, which advanced on him out of the cedars where our repulse
of the day before occurred. He found that Liddell was not on his
left, as expected, having previously fallen back; he also discovered that
the enemy were flanking him on the left with another heavy force. At
this time he received an order direct from General Hardee not to bring
on a general battle. He ceased firing and fell back, leaving several
killed and wounded on the ground. Some of the men of the Forty-fifth
Mississippi Regiment had gone so far ahead that retreat was impossible;
they remained where they were, and fell into the hands of the enemy.
Wood must have lost nearly 100 in killed, wounded, and prisoners in
this fight. It was now clear the enemy was still in force in my front,
and I so reported it. »

On Friday morning, January 2, I was satistied that the enemy was
fortifying his position. On consultation with my brigade pomma.nders,
1 addressed a note to General Hardee, which I requested him to forward
to General Bragg, stating this important fact, and that I feared, if my
single, and now reduced, line was pushed on the enemy in his fortified
position, the result would prove very disastrous, but that I believed I
could hold a defensible position against any assault of the enemy.

Semple’s battery rejoined me on the 1st. On the 2d, Friday evening,
I was ordered to send four of his guns to support an attack about to be
made by Major-General Breckinridge’s division. My acting chief of ar-
tillery, Captain Hotchkiss, having been twice wounded while gallantly
discharging his duty, I ordered him to quit the feld (which he reluc-
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and to charge was given, and, as the men arose and started for
:vfglrlclln with a yell,gthc enemy gave way, falling back in %008 (t)rdl?rmt;(z
near the Nolensville pike, when a short stand was made, 11]1;, as
men showed no signs of wavering or halting for their ﬁr?,lt. (then'et[;ll]]{s
soon gave way again. Near this pike our first halt was made after .
charge commenced, it having become necessary to obtain )nlmre am:lh;
nition. As soon as a supply of ammunition was Qbm‘m(,( ; tWe tn‘g,a) :
moved forward, and soon came to a brigade of Confederate ro((;gr
(MeNair’s, I think), which had just been repulsed by the (%ut(_a}my; o
men passed them, with a cheer, :md' soon came in sight OH,le (ﬁ:e e?l’-
who were again strongly posted behln‘d fences and trees. ‘ erte. SO vor
emy made a most determined stand, fighting until our men gqt, }11f or
30 steps of them, but they C(i)ll]]il' uo;ﬁ. wmlmmng\ttyltzl(;iL“;}ZSf:tl;OISlt’l‘ti1(1)1( gur
d ed in disorder. § hink
f;g?lpfso,uag[il% i?l(l)'ge 1());(;’];31?‘;0(10110. We were almost ﬂ:ml«{ed on bo‘t()l:1 ?‘;(tl:l?
»qual, if not superior, to us in numbers nmmediz
?1? ((l)uhrag‘:xilt.en%jl\gr;qlnm’l of my collpmand who was present 1}(;ught ht(;lll‘e
like a hero—first fighting on tlie right, tlll)eu]ué&fill'out, and then on the
, actually whipped the enemy by detail. ]
lefitfa :Jvna% :te t(lbl(iz poi?nt t-h:k% Private J. K. Leslie, Company ‘C, c?ptulgg
a stand of colors from the enemy. which I have the honor to forwa
WIEtillll(?xl'ltllsvr:flzgf't”chis Brigadier-General J(‘)hn§0n’s brigade relf}(x.rved Ouris
and paséed to the front. We were by this time nearly op,t 0 “meunu -
tion, but still continued to follow Johnson’s brigade, wln(,l]xl Wgs purst(;
ing %he fleeing and thorougbly demoyahzed enemy, when s(ml a ?nc&,} i
our surprise, Johnson’s brigade, which was about 100 ya{" s 1111) rlo n
us, halted, and in a foew moments gave way and fled in a « 1st(‘)r(t§,r' y ;ic
diégmceful manner, the men running thm}lgh our ranks perfectly panic-
stricken, and compelling us to fall back with them. . e com
Tt is proper to state that not a single man that I could see 11n Gy)l,Onel
mand at this time fell back until the order had bemll gl\zeu Dy t( onel
Govan (who was then commanding the brigade) anc l)euhre})es]l- e A
me. The enemy did not pursue us, and we soon halted, and, a
changing positions several times, encamped for the 111ghb. Gl fhe night
‘We remained within shelling distance of the enemy un 1 1&1 ~i({{red
of January 3, skirmishing with them every day without any dec
result. . ) I
in the engagement of December 31, 1862, and in_
sk?gg\ig%t:; sll(;(s;(s:eeding it, v%a,é, : Killed, 12; wounded, 134, and missing,
i 1 of 147. )
% Kgf(:&%:n%a; ‘glfis I send a list* of t:%% names of the killed, wounded,
igsing. I carried into the fight 336 men.
anf%h?iféﬁgwho distinguished themselves for gallantry abo};e ﬁll f"tlﬁﬁ
were: Capt. A. B. Washington, Oomp.auy‘K; Prwatesi J(.1 5 vgs &faret
John Atkinson, Company C; C. Mattix, Company F, and B. W. ’
B\
bo(g;l;)%giyul\.ﬁashin gton, thou%h ‘:%;lln(iled in right leg, continued to fight
sheer on his men throughout the day. ) ,
angr({sz(taé Eeslie captured a gtaud of colors with his own hand, and af;tiel:rl-
ward, when wounded badly by a shell, refused to go to the rear un
5 (i )
hagrti(‘)'zﬂcreditlll;ilgsg% gfought bravely until wounded, and continued to
fight as long as the enemy remained in range of his gun.

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 680.
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Private Mattix was wounded in the left arm so badly that he could
not use his gun. He then came to me, and saic , * Colonel, I am too
badly wounded to use my gun, but can carry the flag; mayIdoit?” I
gave him the desired permission, and he carried it through the rest of
the battle, keeping in front of the regiment. Three color-bearers had
been shot previous to this.

Private Maret not only fought bravely himself, but compelled a private
in his own company who wanted to run to fight by threatening to shoot
him if he started to the rear.

In strong contrast to the conduct of these gallant men is that of the
following-named individuals, who all left the field either before or after
the fight commenced, without cause: Second Lieut. J. K. Pyburn, Com-
pany G ; Privates R. Arnold and W. J. Dobson, Company A ; Privates
A. V. Rudder and 1. W. Bott, Company B Privates D. McNiel and
W. A. Haywood, Company 1 ; Private Joseph H. Leaptrot, Company F,
and Privates 8. Woods, J. Woods, D. N.Quails, and W. H. Vann, Com-
pany 1. With the exceptions above mentioned, all fought well.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN E. MURRAY,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. G. A. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 260.

Report of Maj. William F. Douglass, Sixth Arkansas Infantry, command-
ing Sizth and Seventh Regiments.

JANUARY 11, 1863.

Sir: In making a report of Lattles ab Murfreesborough, Tenn., com-
mencing December 30, 1862, as ordered, I labor under the necessity of
making a very imperfect exhibit of the important part taken by those
two combined regiments now under my command, since I was not in
command during the first and second days of the engagement, and was,
during a part of the 31s(, absent from the field owing to a painful con-
tusion on the right arm from the effects of a spent ball, but shall, from
my own observation and information received from Captain [J. W.]
Martin, now acting licutenant-colonel, furnish the following :

As our previous movements were only preparatory, I need commence
only with the morning of December 31, when MeNair's brigade, mov-
ing off by their left flank, gave place for our forward movement into an
open corn-field, through which we had moved about half way when a
continuous line of the enemy was seen advancing from the woods be-
yond to gain the protection of a fence in our front, when, from the line
of infantry and a rifled battery 200 yards immediately in front of my
regiment, a most destructive fire was opened, and the action became gen-
eral on the whole left. In the exposed position occupied by our men
our loss just at this point was five times greater than during the rest of
the day. About 20 rounds had been fired when the enemy gave way,
our men rapidly following past two abandoned guns of the enemy’s bat-
tery and scores of their dead across the field and into the woods beyond.
T'may mention here that the advance of MeNair's brigade on our left
and flanking the enemy was, perhaps, one eause of their giving way on
their right, as they had a strong position, and our battery was rendered
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ineffective by being in our rear on level ground, killing and wounding

several of our men while firing over them. After crossing the fence

with my regiment and reaching the position occupied by the enemy’s

abandoned battery, it was observed that thatline of the enemy in front

of the Fifth and Second Arkansas Regimeuts had not given way, but

still occupied their position behind the fence. Our men were ordered to

face obliquely to the rear and deliver an enfilading fire that soon routed

them, when the pursuit was maintained by the whole brigade across the

wide scope of woods in front to the vicinity of a cottou-field and Yankee

hospital, where the enemy again made an attempt at a stand, but were

rapidly driven back, the right of our regiment passing near the hospi-

tal, across the turnpike and into the woods beyond, where we were halted

to rest the men and get a fresh supply of ammunition, the firing still

being kept up by brigades on ourright.  We were soon ordered forward,

and encountered the enemy on the borders of an old field, across which
we drove them until, General Johnson’s brigade coming up to relieve
us, we were ordered to halt and reform our disordered lines. As soon
as our line formed, we moved forward as a reserve to General Johnson,

and found the enemy in the edge of a cedar thicket, warmly contesting
the ground with him. Our men, gaining a ridge about 100 yards in rear
of General Johnson and in sight of the enemy, raised ashout and started
forward at double-quick, when the Yankees faced to the right-about and
disappeared in the thicket, General Johnson’s brigade pursuing them
to the edge of this thicket, where they (Johnsonw’s brigade) had a strong
position, protected by rocks and the nature of the ground, while our line
had been halted in the rear in an exposed position behind the fence on
a ridge. Just at this time, though the firing did not seem heavy in our
front, and one of the enemy’s batteries had been abandoned and was
in our possession, General Johnson’s brigade gave way, the movement
commencing on their right, and, I think, occasioned by the retreat of
Ector’s brigade, still farther to the right. After General Johnson’s bri-
gade had passed our line,and it was found that we were entirely unsup-
ported on either flank, Colonel Govan gave the ovder to fall back (Colo-
nel Smith was wounded at this point and the command devolved upon
Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron) to a stronger position across the open fields
and into the woods in rear, where we reformed our line and awaited the
advance of the enemy that was never made, and closed the fighting on
our part for the day.

As our subsequent movements on the succeeding days were only in-
tended to develop the enemy, and, if possible, draw him from his strongly
fortified position without resulting in any actual engagement, it is need-
less for me to make any report, though I may state that on the third day
we lost two of our men by fire from batteries in the same thicket from
which our troops had been repulsed, and that Lieatenant-Colonel Cam-
eron was dangerously wounded by a ball shot from a Yankee hospital,
from which their flag was then flying.

Throughout the entire action our men exhibited the most enthusiastic
courage, never flinching from any charge, no matter how desperate, well
sustaining that reputation they had won at such cost on other fields.
Of the action of the Sixth Arkansas Regiment I need only refer to their
long list* of killed and wounded to show how gallantly they had acted
throughout that day. The Seventh Arkansas Regiment was not behind
in gallant deeds, if T cxeept those men reported by their captains as
having left the field; those remaining were as true as steel.

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 680.

CHAP. XXXIL| THE STONE’S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 869

. In x/nakgng. this nupcrfcc}b report I have been greatly assis(ed by Cap-
tain _l\lu,rtm for that part of the engagement when I was not on the fi;:ltl
Of the gall;xlltl'_\"()( individual officers and men 1 would ey l("wu‘ t(;
dqier special Jnention until the return of Colonel Smith wh(;:se ;'v'ou 1d
will detain him some weeks from the command. , ]
W T. DOUGLASS,

Captain [[G. A Witiiass, Major, Commandinyg.

Assistant Adjutant- General.]

No. 261.
Report of Col. John H. Kelly y ighth Arkansas Infantry.

N el CHATTANOOGA, TENN., January 7, 1863.
+ L have the honor to submit the followine 1 i
L ! owing report as to the a
Oflényl regmﬁmt in the late battles at I\Iurfreesliormllg‘h s cetion
arly on the morning of Dece : 32 sceiv
tlie b oaport ‘g : ecember 31, [18(),,J.I received orders from
the br ‘t h general commanding to advance with my regiment and to
l‘>y grulﬁlu :)“t e 11110\]79u1e£1ts“0f the regiments on my right, which was done
adually wheeling to the right. A short time af ing
y £ d e right. short time after advancing I was
(t)lllgt(ig;hf;;throgvhfoxi\\{urd skirmishers to cover my front, Ve‘ry 500%1 afte:
) yment had been made, a brisk fire bega irmi
1 Bt R n, and skirmishers
succeeded in driving back thoss of e i it
. se of the enemy ; the lines of
frontan an driving lemy 5 the lines of battle con-
, & contest began. My regiment was pos i
gans 0 : giment was posted in an open
'u‘;l({l ’)lqlte'} (‘luem.y‘}x as strongly posted behind a fence. After a continged
;neng' S }xlla‘ie resistance, the order to charge was given (I should have
" ), ionec ]t hat at this juncture Brigadier-General Raing’ brigade came
8y 7 ’ TOQ 1 7( p
elllc(l)x?']lll))‘r[ eft), w hich was obeyed with promptness and alacrity. The
\Vhen.\hetl(‘ |]lll;e(3nt”usw]“ : \vc]iursued rapidly for several hundred yards
a 0 make another stand, but the impetuosi 'ith ‘Which
we followed him up soon hur i rai Ty g B
wrled him again to the rear
ool awed him up ' | o 0 the rear.  As the second
zln;::*l{lgg “wllch(x)Jldi(tl (13(1 from this point, he was rapidly pursued for ()V:‘J‘ half
R ‘1L became necessary for us to halt. in or il o
B, when it . 3 alt order to retill our
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Company F. This soldier was too badly wounded to carry his gun. He
asked to be allowed to carry the colors, and did so through the rest of
the day. Three color-bearers had been shot down previously. In Sixth
and Seventh Arkansas: Captain [J. W.] Martin, Lieutenant [J. A.]
Reeves, and Captain [S. C.] Brown, ever foremost in leading thcir men;
Captains [J. G.] Fletcher, [W. E.] Wilkerson, and [M. M.] Duffie
(wounded) ; Sergeant-Major Eddins, Sergeant Bratton, Company H;
Private Hulse, Company K ; the color-bearer, whose name has not been
furnished to me.

Johknson’s Brigade.—In Twenty-fifth Tennessee: Capt. A. Green,
Company G; Capt. G. H. Swope, Company H; First Lieut. D. S.
Walker, Company D. In Forty-fourth Tennessee: Maj. H. C. Ewin
and Capt. Samuel Stiles, Company A ; Adjt. R. G. Cross, Lieutenants
F. M.] Kelso, Company B; [J. W.] Dickins, Company C; [W. H.]

ibbs, Company F; A.P. Forester, Company K (wounded); Color-
Sergt. M. J. Turner and Corpl. I. S. Berry, Company I (wounded);
Corpl. John W. Gill, Company F (killed) ; Privates J. D. Stone, Com-
pany B; 8. G. Heflin, Company C (killed); B. P. Hargroves, Company
E (wounded); James D. Crenshaw, Company H (wounded), and J. M.
Sellers, Company K. In Twenty-third Tennessee: Capt. N. R. Allen,
Company E; Capt. W. H. Harder, Company G; Privates Henry C.
Haynes, Company E, and Stephen M. Foster, Company C. In Seven
teenth Tennessee : Adjt. James [B.] Fitzpatrick.

I wish to call particular attention to the gallant conduct of Sergt.
William N. Cameron, color-bearer of Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regiment.
In the last fight he advanced in front of his regiment so far that when
it fell back he was unable to follow, and was captured. He tore the
colors from the staff, concealed them upon bhis person, and made .bis
escape from Bowling Green, bringing with him the flag of the Twenty-
fifth Tennessee Regiment. :

In conclusion, I would state that I carried into the fight 6,045 men,
out of which I lost 2,081 killed, wounded, and missing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. R. CLEBURNE,
Major-General.
Maj. T. B. Roy,
Chief of Staff, Hardee's Corps.

No. 254.

Report of Brig. Gen. Lucius E. Polk, C. S. Army, commanding First Bri-
gade.

HEADQUARTERS POLK’S BRIGADE,
January 13, 1863,

SIR : In obedience to circular of January 10, I submit the following
report of the operations of my brigade in the battle before Murfreesbor-
ough :

My brigade was arranged in the following order from left to right:
Fifth Confederate, First Arkansas [Infantry], Second and Fifth Ten-
nessee, and Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkansas Regiments.

On the evening of December 30, 1862, I received orders from the divis-
ion commauder to move my brigade from its position (tlie extreme right
of our line of battle) across Stone’s River to the left of General Cheat-
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ham’s division. This having been accomplished by 9 o’clock at night,
I remained in line of battle until nearly 7 o’clock on the morning of the
31st. At that time I again received orders from division commander to
wheel my command to the right, keeping the right connected with Gen-
eral Cheatham’s left. General Cheatham’s division not moving at same
moment, I found if I attempted to keep with his line I should become
separated from the division, then advancing. General Wood,about this
time, having been ordered to my right by Lieutenant-General Hardee,
and General Cheatham having commenced to move up, I continued my
move, gaining ground slightly to the left. About 7.30 o’clock, and before
I had moved more than 700 yards, I received word from Colonel [B. J.]
Hill that my right had commenced to engage the enemy in a grove of
cedars near the old Franklin dirt road. "I did not believe at first that
the enemy could be so near us, having understood that we were support-
ing General McCown. Riding to the place, I was received by a volley
from the enemy, resulting in the severe wounding of my orderly (Mike
Connell). In afew moments my entire line advanced across the Frank-
lin dirt road, entered this cedar brake, and engaged the enemy all along
the line. In a very short time, by the aid of Captain [J. H.] Calvert’s
battery, we succeeded in driving the enemy out of the cedars in great
confusion. Here Major Carlton, Captain Dixon, and Lieut. William H.
Pearce, Fifteenth Arkansas Regiment, were wounded while gallantly
leading their men.

Following them closely as we could, we encountered them again in a
woods pasture immediately in our front, in direction of Wilkinson Cross-
Roads pike. After a few moments fighting, we succeeded in breaking
their lines, and again they fell back in much confusion. From this posi-
tion, after having reformed my line, I advanced in & line parallel to Wil-
kinson pike, General Wood on my right and General Johnson on my left
en échelon, with the exception of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regimeut
(which was in advance) of his (Johnson’s) brigade. Advancing through
the pasture, the enemy were seen posted across an open field near one
of their hospitals and only a few hundred yards of the pike. My brigade
was obliged to move across this open field with the enemy’s artillery and
infantry playing upon them. This they did most gallantly, causing the
enemy to fall back across the pike under heavy undergrowth of cedars.
Getting possession at this place of four or five ordnance wagons, which
were sent to the rear, I again moved on, but did not proceed far when
the enemy’s batteries, posted across a corn-field on the right of the pike,
commenced playing fearfully upon my ranks. Here Captain [Charles
P.] Moore, Second Tennessee, was killed, and many other officers of that
regiment. (See Colonel [W. D.] Robison’s report.*)

The battery was so placed, by moving straight forward my line would
have been enfiladed. To prevent this, my brigade was wheeled to the
right. At this time, Captain Hotchkiss sending me word that he had
three batteries that required supporting, I left two of my smallest regi-
ments and moved the rest farther to the left, for the purpose of trying
to move the enemy’s batteries. The Fifth Confederate-here first en-
gaged the infantry supporting these batteries, and in a few moments
(the First Arkansas arriving in position) their infantry gave way and
their batteries changed their position, with the exception of four guns
that tell into the hands of the Fifth Confederate and First Arkansas,
and in eagerness of pursuit were passed over.

From this place I moved on with my brigade, the regiments left in

* Not found.
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tantly did) and directed Captain Semple to act as chief of artillery. Cap-
taiL Semple sent four of his 12-pounders, under Lieutenant [E. J.] Fitz-
patrick, to General Breckinridge’s division. In the desperate conflict
which took place on the right that evening, this battery bore a conspic-
uous part. Out of 45 men and officers, 20 were killed and wounded;
among them Lieut. Joseph Pollard, who is represented as having fought
most bravely, and only yielded when his leg and arm were both broken;
14 horses were killed and wounded, and one piece of artillery was lost.
For details of the noble conduct of this battery in the fight, I refer you
to the report of Captain Semple, herewith sent.

About 11 o’clock that night:the enemy made a reconnaissance in force
in front of my division ; he was driven back by my skirmishers. Imme-
diately afterward I received orders to withdraw my pickets and resume
the position held by me on the morning of December 30, on the right of
the army, in rear of Breckinridge’s division. Here I remained, endur-
ing the incessant cold rain of that night and next day, until 11 p. m. of
the 3d, when I commenced retreating on Manchester.

After the battles of Wednesday, I collected a large number of guns
and sent themn to General Bragg’s chief of ordnance. I also got several
artillery horses, with which I replaced most of the disabled horses in my
batteries; also a large quantity of artillery ammunition, harness, and
other articles necessary in batteries.

To the courage and patriotism of the officers and men, the good disci-
pline which existed among them, and the unexpected suddenness of the
attack, are alone due the success which attended my advance upon the
enemy’s right. With the exceptiomof the wheel of my division, directed
by General Hardee, on the morniifg of the great battle, there was no
strategic movewent attempted. It was one determined charge, some-
times checked, and even repulsed, by the enemy; sometimes delayed to
procure a fresh supply of ammunition, but ever renewed and successful,
until McCook’s Federal corps of 18,000 men, composing the right wing
of Rosecrans’ army, had been swept away, and two or three lines of his
successors had shared the same fate.

To Brigadier-Generals Johnson, Wood, and Polk,and Colonel Vaughan,
commanding Swmith’s brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the country is
indebted for their great exertions on this occasion. Brigadier-General
Liddell led his brigade with a skill, courage, and devotion which, I believe,
saved my left flank from being turned by the enemy.

I found the following officers of my staff very efficient in this battle;
they were at their posts all the time, and discharged their difficult
duties with a courage, promptuess, and intelligence not often equaled,
viz: Col. W. W. Kirkland, chief of staff; Maj.Calhoun Benham, assist-
antinspector-general; Capt. Irving A. Buck, assistant adjutant-general
Lieuts. J. W. Jetton and J. K. Dixon (the latter was wounded) ; Capt.
T. R. Hotchkiss (wounded); John M. Johnson, chief surgeon ; Surg. J. H.
Erskine, chief inspector. Dr. Johnson showed the same zeal, courage,
and energy in this battle which has distinguished him on every other
occasion, and made me feel that my division was very fortunate in having
secured his services.

In addition to the officers and men already mentioned in my report,
the following officers and men have been brought to my notice for dis-
tinguished services on the field. I hope it will be considered no dispar-
agement of the services of other brave men of my division, some of whom
laid down their lives or lost limbs on this field, if their gallant deeds
have been overlooked in this report.

In Wood’s brigade I must specially mention the following officers and
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men of the Sixteenth Alabama, viz: Col. W. B. Wood and Adjt. B. A.
Wilson (wounded) ; Captain [William] Hodges, Company F ; Lieutenant
C.] Davis, Company B ; Lieutenant [G. W. W.] Jones, Company G;

ieutenant [G.] Pride, Company A ; Lieutenant [C. F.] Carson, Company
C, who remained fighting after he was wounded ; Lieutenant [D. O.]
Warren, Company F; Lieutenant [Thomas J.] Salter, Cor_npany , wWho
was wounded, but returned to the field the moment his wound was
dressed; Sergt. Maj. Robert H. Cherry and Private Harvey G. Sargent,
of Company H; Privates William Boyce and James Peeden, of Company
C; Sergeant Bowen, Company H ; Sergt. H. W. Rutland, Company A ;
Privates Peter White, Company F; Robert Williams, Company B, and
H. D. Smith, Company A ; the latter, wounded in both legs, deserves
promotion. In the Forty-fifth Mississippi: Lieutenant-Colonel [R.]
Charlton, Major [E. F.] Nunn, Adjt. Frank Foster, jr., Sergeants As-
berry, Doolittle, Morrison, Vaughan, Stewart, Lieut. G. W. Williams,
Sergeant-Major Kern, Corporals Mallett, Hackler, and Read, and Pri-
vate McChadiu. Corporal Read volunteered to carry the colors after
the color-bearer had been shot down. He is well qualified as an officer,
and ought to be promoted. In the Thirty-third Alabama: Colonel
[Samuel] Adams, Captains [W. E.] Dodson and Thomas Seay (severely
wounded, in advance), Sergeant-Major Mizell (mortally wounded), Corpl.
Isaac R. Smith, Company C; Sergeant Stewart, Company H ; Privates
Byrd, Company 1; FFoster, Company E, and Riley, Company D. In the
Third Confederate: Major [J. F.] Cameron. Wood’s Sharpshooters: Cap-
tain gA. T.] Hawkins.

Polk’s Brigade.—In Fifth Confederate: Col. J. A. Smith and Adjt. F.
T. Smith. In First Arkansas: Colonel [John W.] Colquitt, Lieut. Col.
Don McGregor, Adjt. S. N. Greenwood, Captain [William A.] Alex-
ander, Company B (wounded); Captain [W. H.] Scales, Company C
(wounded) ; Captain [O. F.] Parrish, Company D (wounded); Lieut.
John E. Letson (wounded); Corpls. Green M. McKenzie, Company A
(killed) ; John S.T. Hewphill, Company B (wounded); Privates G. W.
Sallee, Company C; J. C. Bogy, Company D ; W. W. Chaney, Company
E; Hardee J.Bullion, Company F,and A. P.Green, Company G (killed);
James Beeson, Company H ; John H. Curd, Company I (killed); Ocean
C. Choat, Company K (killed). In Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkan-
sas: Capt. Thomas H. Osborne, Companies B and H, Fifteenth Arkan-
sas; Lieut. John Dolan, Company A, Thirteenth Arkansas, ought to be
promoted ; Color-bearer Felix E. Lipe, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded);
First Sergt. J. M. Harkleroad, Company F, Ififteenth Arkansas; Pri-
vate William Sandford, Company E, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded),
ought to be promoted ; Lieut. William [H.] Pearce and Captain [W. H.]
Kinsey, Fifteenth Arkansas. In Fifth Tennessee: Col. B. J. Hill, well
worthy of promotion. Calvert’s Battery: Joseph Lemon, color-bearer,
deserves promotion.

Iiddells Brigade—In Second Arkansas: Lieutenants [H. C.] Collier
and [B. L.] Clegg, I fear killed ; Lieutenant- Colonel [Reuben F.] Harvey,
Captain [J. K] Phillips, Company F, ought to be promoted ; Lieuten-
ants [C. 3.] Emerson, Company A ; [M. D.] Brown, Company K, and

R. E.] Smith, Company G. In Eighth Arkansas: Adjutant [H. J.]
1cCurdy, a brave youug sold er (killed) ; Lieutenant [S. B.] Cole, Com-
pany I; Lieut. Calvin East, Company H ; Lieut. T. H. Beard, Company
F (killed); Lieutenant [W. M.] Bass, Company E; Captain [W. H.]
Lankford, Company A ; Lieutenant [B. A.] Terrett, Company E. In
Fifth Arkansas: Captain ([}A. B.]WWashingt,ou, Company K ; Privates
John Atkinson, Company C; B. W. Maret, Company I, and C. Mattix,



