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No. 3.

Report of General Braxton Bragg, C. 8. Army, commanding Army of
JA'ennessee.

KNOXVILLE, TENN., November 9, 1862.
‘We had a brisk skirmish with the enemy near Nashville on the 5th,
killing and wounding about100. Ourlossveryslight. Destroyed a large
number of cars, engines, water-tanks,and bridges on Nashville and Louis-
ville road. Brigadier-General Forrest was in command. Enemy is re-
enforcing. Our forces are moving up. Ileave to-morrow for the front.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

General 8. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

No. 4.
Report of Brig. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, U. 8. Army, commanding cavalry.

BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS,
La Vergne, Tenn., November 6, 1862.

GENERAL: Agreeably to orders received, Imoved my commands onthe
night of the 4th instant in the direction of Nashville, distributing them
as follows: Col. John T. Morgan’s regiment [Fifty-first Alabamal], of
Partisan Rangers, and Capt. W. C. Bacot’s battalion, Forrest’s regiment,
to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, with instructions to move for-
ward on the Lebanou, Stone’s River, and Chicken pikes, and to drive in
the Abolitionists’ pickets at daylight, which was done agreeably to orders
and in gallant style, killing and wounding several, with the loss of 1 man
killed and 2 horses wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel [A. A.] Russell, Parti-
san Rangers, on Murfreesborough pike, followed by Colonels %J. B.] Pal-
mer’s and [R. W.] Hanson’s brigades, with four batteries of artillery,
commanded by Major [R. E.] Graves, after proceeding to Dogtown, 33
miles from Nashville, encountered the Abolitionists’ pickets, at which
place he (Colonel Russell) was ordered to dismount his command, press
forward, and drive in the pickets. He succeeded in driving them to
their first line of fortifications with considerable firing for 14 miles. I
here found them in some force behind a brush and log fortification
around a high hill on right of pike. Here they made a stand, but after a
short resistance [I] drove them from their position and gained the hill, at
which place I planted my rifle battery of four pieces and opened fire on
Jones’ Hill, 1} miles distant. At this time the firing was heard from
Colonel [John T.] Morgan, at Edgefield. About the same time Colonel
[James W.] Starnes opened fire on the Nolensville pike, he having been
ordered, with Colonel [G. G.] Dibrell’s regiment, Major [D. C.] Douglass’
battalion, Captains [S. L.] Freeman’s and [Franklin] Roberts’ batteries,
to the left of Murfreesborough pike, down the Nolensville, Mill Creek,
and Franklin pikes. The engagement now became general, Captains
Freeman’s and Roberts’ batteries having opened from Nolensville pike
a vigorous fire on Saint Cloud’s Hill. The firing was kept up until 10
o’clock, when I withdrew my forces.

Our loss in this action was 3 killed, 10 wounded, and 5 missing. Loss
of Abolitionists, 15 killed, 20 prisoners, and supposed 20 wounded, one
shell from Nolensville pike killing 5 in fortifications.

I then moved Colonels Starnes’ and Dibrell’s regiments and Captain
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Freeman’s and Roberts’ batteries out on the Franklin pike 5 miles. The
Abolitionists were in ambush with four regiments of infantry, twelve
pieces of artillery, and a battalion of [William B.] Stokes’ cavalry, com-
manded by Brigadier-General [James S.] Negley. ‘Theyopened fire upon
us from their position. 1 placed Freeman’s and Roberts’ batteries (four
pieces each)on left of Franklin pike, between the Nolensville and Frank-
lin pike, and returned their fire. After a spirited contest of an hour,
they gave way, falling back down the IFranklin pike toward Nashville.
At this time I ordered my cavalry to charge, which order was quickly
obeyed, their infantry and cavalry retreating down the pike toward
Nashville. From this position my guns commanded the pike and played
upon the Abolitionists with good effect, killing and wounding some 20
at one fire, which caused themn to break and flee in disorder. I followed
them up for a mile, when my artillery ammunition gave out and I with-
drew my forces.

My loss in this action was 1 killed and 3 wounded. Loss of Aboli-
tionists, 40 killed, 20 prisoners, and reported 60 wounded.

After this engagement I moved back to La Vergne.

Great; credit is due Captain Freeman, of Freeman’s battery, and Lieu-
tenant [J. H.] Wiggins, commanding Roberts’ battery, and their officers
and men, for their cooluess and discretion during this engagement. My
officers and men acted well during the day, obeying with promptness
each command.

All of which s tespectfully submitted.

N. B. FORREST,
Brigadier-General,
Lieut. Col. J. A. BUCKNER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

NOVEMBER 5, 1862.—Affair near Piketon, Ky.

Reports of Col. John Dils, jr., Thirty-ninth Kentucky Infantry, with con-
gretulatory letter from Maj. Gen. H. G. Wright.

HEADQUARTERS CAMP FINNELL,
November 10, 1862.

Sir : T took possession of this post on the 5th instant. The Confed-
erates were camped 8 miles below this place, at Coal Grove (force 500
or 600, cavalry and infantry), but got notice of my approach in the night,
when I was within 4 miles of them. The panic, I learn, was great.
My little force entered their camp not more than one hour after the train
left, but we pursued them, and in their camp and flight we captured
about 75 prisoners, 150 guns, 3 wagons, a lot of tents, horses, and mules.
I pursued within 20 miles of the Pound Gap, but my men were marched
down, marching 30 miles the last day, and eating nothing but a little
beef at night. This post is 100 miles from Catlettsburg, on the Ohio
River, and the nearest force (I"ederal) is Ashland, 100 miles from here.
The nearest Confederate force is 50 miles, Logan Court-House, Va. That
force is 1,600 or 2,000, under Floyd and Witcher. My force that is
armed, about 400. I will do the best 1 can, but there ought to be more
force in this valley.

Your obedient servant,
JOHN DILS, JR.,
Colonel Thivty-ninth Kentucky Regiment.

General HorATIO G. WRIGHT.
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SECOND DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

First Brigade. |
Brig. Gen. L. E. POLK.

1st Arkansas, Col. Johu W. Colquitt.
13th Arkansas.
16th Arkansas.

5th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

9d Tennessee, Col. W. D. Robison.

5th Tennessee, Col. B. J. Hill.

Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lieut. T. J. Key.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. S1. JOIN R. LIDDELL.

94 Arkansas, Col. D. C. Govan.
5th Arkansas, Lieut. Col(.}Jghn {"‘.
Col. 8. G. Smith.
22{‘ ﬁrifmsfm, Lieut. Col. F. J. Cameron.
h Arkansas, ) pai W, F. Douglass.
8th Arkansas:

Col. John H. Kelly.
Licut. Col. G. . Baucum.
Swett’s (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. HL.
Shannon.

Murray.

McCowN’8

Maj. Gen. J.

First Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. ECTOR.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke.
11th Texas Cavalry:

Col. J. C. Burks.

Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp.
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Andrews.
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Third Brigade.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busnrob R. JOHNSBON.

17th Tennossee :

Col. A. 8. Marks.

Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd.
93d Tennessee, Lieut. Col. R. H. Keeble
25th Tennessee :

Col. J. M. Hughs.

Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis.
37th Tennessee:

(lol. M. White.

Maj. J.T. McReynolds.

Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennesses, Col. John 8. Fulton.

Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery, Capt. Put.

Darden.
Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. Woop.
16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
334 Alabama, Col. Samuel Adams.
3d Confedorate, Maj. J. . Cameron.
45th Mississippi, Liout.

Capt. A. T, Hawkins.

Alabama Battery, Capt. Honry C. Bemple,

DIVISION.”
P. McCowN.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JAMES E. RAINS.
Col. BR. B. VANCE.

3d Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. A,
Joseph T,

Stovall.
9th Georgia Battalion, Mayj.
Smith.
99th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vance.
11th Tennessee :
Col. G. W. Gordon.
Lieut. Col. William T'hedford.

FEufaula (Ala.) Light Artillery, Lieut. W,

A. McDuffie.

Col. R. Charlton.
156h Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
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W heeler’s Brigade.
Brig. Gen. JosEPH WHEELER.

18t Alabama, Col. W. W y
dd Alabama: L Al
gi:»j.t I*:I.‘ YH Gaines.
apt. T. . M i
Olst, Ala.b:lmma.: i
Col. John T. Morgan.
. Licut. Col. J. D. Webb.
8th (J‘oufcdcrate, Col. W. B. Wade.
1st Tennessce, Col. James E. Cartor.
— Tennessce Battalion,
Douglass.

Holman.
Arkansas Battory, Capt. J. H. Wiggins,

Buford’s Brigade.
Brig. Gen. A. BUFORD.
£tb Kontneley, Gol. D. 1. oot
6th Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigsby.
Pegram’s Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JoHN PEGRAM.

1st Georgia.
18t Louisiana.

THE STONE’S RIVER CAMPAIGN.

DeWitt C.

— Tennessee Battalion, Maj. D. W,
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CAVALRY.*

Brig. Gen. JosEPH WHEELER.

W harton’s B-igade.
Brig. Gen., JOHN A. WHARTON.

L4th Als aBattali i
) t] : Bljzi]ﬂ:l;r;tn,hnn;Ll‘\!!!u Col. James
st Confederate, Col. John T. C
3d Confederate, Liout Willia
ety ut. Col. William N.
2d Georgia:
Lie}lt. Col. J. E. Dunlop.
Maj. 1. M. Ison.
3d Gop‘rgm (dotachmont), Maj. R
I Thompson. ' '
24 ’I‘ouncssoo, Col. H. M. Ashby.
fﬁh 'Iremwsseo, Col. Baxtor Smith.
N 0]1)123?2?0 Battalion, Maj. John R.
h Texas, Col. Thomas Iarri
Murray’s (Tennes rogio rrmo‘n'.
I Bledﬂo(S. 1nessoe ) rogiment, Maj. W. 8.
Sscort company, Capt. Paul I, A
e aka ny, Capt. Pz . Anderson.
‘ ({%l(;\(;zls escort company, Capt. L. T.
White's (Tennesseo) batt
White, oo ) battery, Capt. B. F.

ARTILLERY.{

Baxter’s (Tennesseo) batte
Byrne’s (Kentucky) batter?., '
Gibson’s (Georgia) battery.

No. 190.

Reports of General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, commanding Army of

. nt e ' SO .
Brig. Gen. EVANDER MCNAIR. Tennessce, with congratulatory orders, e

Col. R. W. HARPER.
MURr BE o
URFREESBOROUGH, TENN., December 30, 1862,

(Received at Ri
: 2 ichmond, V: o
Arti“(}ry ﬁ]‘i“ rat 1 te 1 ’ V L" Jmm‘“y 1, 1863.)
 day Enem)%’ \('(nm (.r\trg s and 1h(la,vy skirmishing of light troops
e Uy, S ry cautious, and declining a general eng: ‘

mies are in line of battle within sight, g a general engagement.

1st Arkansas Mouuted Rifles: §
(ol. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramsaur.
9d Arkansas Monnted Ritles,} I,
4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn.
30th Arkansas:
Maj. J. J. Franklin.
Capt. W. A. Cotter.
4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj. J. A. Ross.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphreys.

jout. Col. J. A. Williamson.

W N T
General S. COOPER. RIS Gt
* Forrest’s and Morgan’s oy dle i
!;mbu})ly incomplﬁm commands on detached service
yroe’s battery mentioned in Breckenridge’
A v hatkery i ) dreckenridge’s roport.  The ot i ¢
e been engaged in the campaign., Baxter's hgttery rollr‘());;e](llo::idgtjlg‘ljx:ll”)v(;‘irlIt(‘an

cember 31, and Gibson’s wa T ;
iy ﬁehl.‘ w’s was ordered, Decomber 1, 1862, to Chattanooga, Tenn., to

e e o e e S

+ Of Smith’s corps, serving with Hardee.
t The regiments of this brigade serving as infantry.
t Serving as infantry.
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of wagons parked on the plains ; captured 36 wagons laden with ammu-
nition, commissary and quartermaster’s stores, which were burned ; the
teams of mules and horses attached to them, 8 or 10 wagons, and 50
prisoners. After which they proceeded to Nolensville, and, with other
commands of this brigade, captured 20 wagous, 50 prisoners, the teams
of horses and mules, late in the afternoon of that day. From thence
they proceeded in a westerly direction for 6 or 8 miles and bivouacked
for the night.

Before d:my]iﬂ'ht on Wednesday mornin

il L8 1110 82 1071

£ wara ardarasd ta
8 the dlst, W& Wore oraerea to

march, and at 2 o’clock on that day, on the Wilkinson pike, engaged in
skirmishing with the infantry of the enemy’s right in front of Murfrees-
borough. The engagement was kept up until nightfall.

In this engagement Lieutenant-Colonel Webb was struek on the fore.
head by a fragment of a shell; 1 private of Company A wounded ; 4
privates of Company B wounded; Company D, 1 private wounded ;
Company H, 1 private; Company I, 3 privates; Company R, 1 private.

Again on January 1, 1863, we engaged the enemy at La Vergne, on
the left of the pike, facing toward Murfreesborough, for nearly one hour.
They were well posted on an eminence behind houses, a train of wagons
parked, and fences.  The contest for the time was very warm. We cap-
tured some 15 or 20 prisoners, 5 or 6 wagons, destroyed some 8 or 10
wagons laden with army stores, and carried off the teams of mules, We
held our position until we were ordered to retire.

The casualties were—Company O, 1 sergeant wounded ; Company D,
1 private; Company B, 2 privates; Company T, 1 private; Company
G, 1 private; Company H, 2 privates; Company I, 1 private; Com.
pany K, 1 private killed and 2 wounded. We retarned to a place on
the Nashville and Shelbyville dirt road, and at 2 o’clock in the morning
halted to rest.

Friday morning, the 2d, we were ordered to march, and proceeded to
the point on the Wilkinson pike where we engaged the enemy on the
afternoon of the 31st.  We remained drawn up in line of battle unti
after sunset that evening, when we were ordered to proceed down the
Wilkinson pike several miles, and, turning on a dirt road, marched antil
a late hour in the night.  We were halted and ordered to rest.

At daylight the next moruning (the 3d) we were ordered to remount,
and proceeded to Antioch Church. At that point we were ordered to
proceed to the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, at or near Blood’s,
which is within 8 miles of Nashville, Wae reached the point designated
about 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and soon became engaged in a skirmish
with the enemy, which was kept up for halt an hour, when orders were
received from General Wheeler to withdraw and return by Antioch
Church and join him.  We did 50, and after a toilsome march we halted
at the place from which we moved on Friday evening, and bivonacked
until morning.

On Monday morning, the 4th, about sunrise, we crossed Stone’s River
and proceeded on the Manchester pike 3 miles.  Wehalted and remained
there until the next morning, when we were again ordered to march,
We advanced on that pike for 4 miles farther, where we halted until the
afternoon, when we [were] ordered to return on the pike some 3 miles,
We were ordered to dismonut. to fight, and formed on the right of the
pike facing Murfreesborongh, and soon became engaged with the enemy’s
avalry, who advanced under cover of their artillery, firing grape and
shell.  We cheeked their advanee and keptup a brisk engagement until
artillery retired on the pike, before a greatly superior force, with the
following casualties : Company B, 1 private wounded ; Company C, 2
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A o i} b v
i ; Company G, 1, mortally ; Company
d; Company I, 1 wounded; 1, miorfiglly; Com
goﬂuggu;uléd-]('Jurﬁlll]m,uy K, 1 killed. That night we bivouacked on
/ ester pike riles from Murfreesborough.
the Manchester pike, 8 miles fro : B
On the morning of the 6th, we moved slowly d‘()\.vn thg pl&s(l} totgtl*lcltﬁ
Grove, where we remained, and bivouacked until I'riday, the 9th, a
i 1y ’
time we set out on the march for the ()umbell‘u‘ul River. —
On each of the occasions mentioned the oﬁ“llfers an]dlngen ]‘iaettln(’) i
such ¢ 38 ¢ avery as to show that they could be re ¢
‘b“dl (/901111_(3‘5;?15} 1:?1‘1; yii('\ji' to bo dismayed by unequal nnmbers and
hour of danger —nub be d \ )
superior equipments. _ ) e ‘
}regretqthé absence of Colonel Morgan in x(;m]i{mtg t]llﬁ] é :11())(;‘?1;(?51111
G 3 ¢ to do so, and kept no
had not expected to be called on s ' g
from which1 to prepare a more accurate accouult;' or ?ettl?{lb:dx bieel])al;ts
g ) 1 O N, a1 f 3t, i P (_/ :1 Q ; X
The surgeon of the regiment has prov ided the list o
mentioned.

Respecttully submitted. J. . WEBB,

Lieut. Col., Comdy. Firty-sirst Alabama Regt. Partisan Rangers.

No. 304

iggins, Arkansas vy, including skirinishes at
t. J. H. Wiggins, Avkansas battery, inclu
Report of Cap LaJJVerg’vw December 26-217.
FEBRUARY 19, 1863,

ith General Orders, No. 6, I have the honor to submit

T e o ) hattery in the fights

the following report of the part borne by Wiggins
3 urfreesborough : B -
bbg)lfetﬁ{([a evening of l%ecember 26, [1862, ] thedenemylddvgz;cldi : LPLZIIIdI;lT
‘ sectior attery was advanced, under L
Vergne, and one section of the bat pangud, IRder LIGnipae,
: ‘ age the enemy. During the engager
[J. W.] Calloway, to engage \ g the engagenient LAk
i : ses and had 2 men wounded. b nig !
evening we lost 3 horses an o
ion under Lieutenant Calloway retired about , 4 on
Ellx(l)der Lieuténunt [J. P.] Bryant was left ltHGLilbl Vergne S)Lllll Iﬁic:{?c.ction
: i * thi & 1 (> ") o s Vl s Q yey 3
he morning of the 27th; Lieutenant Calloway, witl 3 :
wa(gxz)l‘?dered to tlije front to engage the el;ei{rlqtf ;Lgem;, fx:l(l);leéhléni;llﬁ(;n;:ﬁ
ith his section, was posted on a hill to the le d ‘
il?ll‘slggﬁ’(g La Vergne, to relicve the retreat of I'neutunant.O(thll(l)wa%f:
The battery retired to Stewart’s Creek that evemxlng, engag)lx?gseciign
/ sections ¢ qnately. Loss that day, one horse. 1,
emy by sections alternately. : day, ono horse, O o wntil
under Lieutenant Bryant, was left on picket Stew: Jreek u1
ing est of © atte tiring farther to the rear.
Monday morning, the rest of the battery retir farther to t o
the - etired t Jines in front of Murfree
On Monday, the 29th, we retired to our ‘ M d
iring i : : ras a swart’s Creek, and move
vh, firing in the same manner as at Stcwar' Teek, :
235?1%%1:; (fomn{;aud to the right and encamped until ];ni(}m%ht, wthg;,ulgl
iance wi tom General Wheeler, took Lieutenan lo-
compliance with orders from ! ; e .
ith a secti ' and moved with the command on )
way with a section of guns and . i on e
) pike : g ] Jefferson, where a camp of the enemy |
non pike and north of Old «  SCTIt B B L e ol o
attacked, and the battery fired about a dozen 55 Yy
i ay of La Vergne and Nolensville, but had 1
with the command by way of La V ergne and ! 2l B
other engagement until Wednesday evening, when »the ‘enemy W;lebdatl
tacked and the battery engaged two h(l)urs. Lost 1 man wounded,
o killed, and several horses wounded. ) I
ho(gsi;) Wedn’esduy (31st), one picce of the section }vhwh was k.:“,bdu;éﬂ
was taken out by Lieutenant Bryant, by order of General Bragg, w
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General Breckinridge’s division, and was engaged in the action that day.
Total loss, 3 men wounded, 4 horses killed, and several more wounded.
The stock was very much exhausted, not having been unharnessed in
six days.

The officers and men all bore themselves well and with coolness.
Sergt. A. A. Blake especially displayed much gallantry.

Respectfully submitted.

J. H. WIGGINS,

Captain.
Colonel [W. B.] WADE.

No. 305.

Eeport of Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, . 8. Army, commanding Cavalry
Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS WHARTON'S CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Shelbyville Pike, Tenn., January 22, 1863.

Magsor : I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper-
avions of the brigade acting under my orders during the battles before
Murfreesborough, commencing December 31, 1862, and ending Satur-
day, January 3, 1863 :

The brigade was composed of the following commands.t * * =

I received my orders from Lieut. Gen. W. J. Hardee in person. They
were as follows: I was informed that at daylight on the morning of the
31st [ultimo] our left wing would attack the enemy’s right. Being drawn
up on the extreme left, 1 was ordered to reach the enemy’s rear as soon
as possible, and to do them all the damage I could. My command was
formed before daylight. I had divided my brigade into three commands
in order that it might be better wielded : Texas Rangers, Third Confed-
erate, and Second Georgia, under Colonel Harrison; the Tirst Confed-
erate, Davis Battalion, Malone’s battalion, and Murray’s regiment, under
Colonel Cox, and the remainder of the command acting as a support to
the battery and as a reserve. I moved the command promptly at day-
light. So vigorous was the attack of our left upon the enemy’s right,
proceeding first at a trot and then at a gallop, I had to travel a distance
of 24 miles before I reached the enemy’s rear. I succeeded in getting
into position near the Wilkinson pike, with the enemy in my front;
caused Colonel Cox to form his command for a charge; directed Cap-

tain White to open on the enemy with his battery. After a brisk fire -

from the artillery, I ordered Colonel Cox to charge, which he did in gal-
lant style, as cvidenced by his capturing the Seventy-fifth Regiment
[linois Infantry. » .

About this time Captain [S. P.] Christian [Company K, Eighth Texas
Cavalry], with four companies of Texas Raqgers, charged a four-gun
battery and captured it, including horses, drivers, harness, and every-
thing pertaining to it. ) ) )

Up to this time we had taken about 1,500 prisoners, which, with the
artillery and one piece found without horses about a mile in the enemy’s
rear, were sent to the proper officer in Murfreesborough. i

The enemy’s immense wagon trains, guarded by a heavy force of cav-
alry, could be seen moving near and in the rear of the enemy in the di-
rection of the Nashville pike. I determined to move across the country,
give the cavalry battle, and to attempt to capture the train, Our infantry

t See Organization of tho Army of Tenncssee, No. 189, p. 661.
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by this time had succeeded in driving the enemy across the Wilkinson
pike. In reaching a point about three-quarters of a mile distant from
the Nashville pike, 1 discovered the wagon train of the enemy, together
with some artillery, moving along the pike. A heavy body of cavalry
was drawn up near and parallel to the pike, facing me, and a consider-
able body was drawn up nearer me to give battle. The battery was
placed in position. Ashby’s regiment and L. T. Hardy’s company
formed in front of the enemy. Harrigon’s command formed on his right
flank. The battery opened with considerable effect. Tt wasg ordered to
cease firing and Ashby and Hardy ordered to charge, which they promptly
did. They were met by a counter-charge of the enemy, supposed to be
the Fourth Regulars, with drawn sabers. At the same time Harrison’s
command was ordered to charge, which they did in the most gallant and
handsome manner. The Rangers, in advance, met the enemy, and com-
pletely routed them, relieving Ashby’s command, which was hard pressed.
Availing myself of the confusion caused by the rout of the enemy’s ad-
vanced cavalry, the entire brigade was ordered to charge the enemy’s
whole cavalry force, drawn up in line half a mile in rear of their mair
line of battle, protecting their wagon train. The order was responded
to in the most chivalrous manner, and 2,000 horsemen were hurled on
the foe. The ground was exceedingly favorable for cavalry operations,
and after a short hand-to-hand conflict, in which the revolver was used
with deadly effect, the enemy fled from the field in the wildest confusion
and dismay, and were pursued to Overall’s Creek, a distance of 2 miles.
After they had crossed Overall’s Creek, the enemy reformed out of range
of our guns.

The wagon train—consisting of several hundred wagons—many pieces
of artillery, and about 1,000 infantry, who were either guarding the
wagons or were fugitives from the field, were ours. The trains were
turned round, and started back on the pike toward Murfreesborough.

I had proceeded but a short distance in the charge when I was in-
formed that a heavy cavalry force immediately in my rear was about to
charge my battery, which, being unable to keep up with the cavalry in
a charge, was some distance behind. Knowing that it would be impos-
sible to withdraw my men from the pursuit, and having no disposition to
do so, I immediately returned in person with two of my staff—Lieuten-
ants[D. 8.] Terry, jr., and [(. W.] Mc¢Neal—and found the battery with no
support save Colonel Smith and 20 of his mnen, the balance, with too much
zeal, having engaged in the pursuit of the fleeing enemy. My arrival
was most opportune. About 300 of the enemy’s cavalry, not over 400
yards distant, were bearing down upon the battery with a speed that

‘evinced a determination to take it at all hazards. A few men, with Colo-

nel Smith, were promptly formed, and the battery uulimbered and or-
dered to fire upon the approaching enemy. Several shells were exploded
in their ranks and they retived in confusion. The command that had
captured the wagons, thinking that they had driven the entire force of
the enemy’s cavalry across Overall’s Creek, and apprehending danger
alone from that quarter, were prepared to meet it only from that direc-
tion. Besides, many were scattered along the entire length of the
wagon train, directing its movements and guarding the numerous pris-
oners taken. In this condition they were attacked by the same party
of cavalry from the direction of Murfreesborough that I had repulsed
with the artillery, the enemy’s cavalry that we had driven across Over-
all’s Oreek being in condition likewise to attack them in the rear. Owing
to this and to my being detained to defend the battery, we were able
only to bring off a portion of the wagons, 5 or 6 pieces of artillery, about
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formed our first line this a. m., 4 miles from Murfreesborough. The cav
alry we kept back with the greatest ease, but finally they brought u
several regiments of infantey in line of battle, colors flying

they succeeded in driving us 2 miles.
Murfreesborough, the shock of which was sufficiently great to preven
them from making any farther advance to-night.  We must have kille

o
and wounded a great many of them. Our loss, 6 or 7 wounded, includ.

Mo anw aida
mgmy

aide; Lieutenans Wailes. My adjutant, Lieutenant Burford, was
slightly wounded yesterday by a shell. T shall have no diffienlty in
keeping back the enemy from Bellbuckle for several days, if General

Wharton suceeeds in keeping them back on the Shelbyville pike. 0O
course, it will take more time to reach Wartrace and Shelbyville.
Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHEELER,

Brigadier-General and Ohief of Cavalry.
Lieutenant-General PoLEk.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY,
Near Fosterville, Tenn., January 26, 1863,
Cor.oNEL: I have the honor to report that my command—consisting
of the I'irst Alabama Cavalry, Colonel [William W.] Allen; Third Ala-
bama, Major [I°. Y.] Gaines; Fifty-first Alabama, Colonel [John T.] Mor-
gan; Bighth Confederate, Colonel [W, B.] Wade, and two Tennessee bat-
talions, under Majors [D. W.] Holman and DeWitt C. Douglass, together
with [Capt. J. H.] Wigging’ battery—was, on the 26th ultimo, stationed
at Stewart’s Creek, on the Murfreesborongh and Nashville pike, and
about 10 miles northwest of M urfreesborough. My line of vedettes,
forming a continuous line, extended from a point east of Stone’s River,
on my right, crossing the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike about 10
miles from Nashville, and extending to a point about half way from said
pike to Brentwood, the posts of the pickets and grand guards being at
favorable positions on the avenues of approach and at points varying
from 300 to 1,000 yards in rear of the line of vedettes: General Pegram’s
brigade was stationed on the right and General Wharton’s brigade on
the left of my line.

About 7 o’clock on the morning of December 26, [1862,] the enemy
advanced in large force, driving in our vedettes. On arriving at the
front and seeing the extent of the moveinent, I ordered up the entire
command and deployed it in line of battle. We engaged the enemy
during the entire day, falling back about 3 miles. We also engaged the
enemy during the 28th and 29th ultimo, killing and wounding large num-
bers, meeting but very slight losses ourselves.

By the evening of the 29th we had reached the line of battle of our
infantry and had placed my brigade on the extreme right of the line.

At midnight, pursnant to orders from General Bragg, I proceeded
with my command, re-enforced by Colonel [James E.] Carter’s regiment,
to the enemy’s rear.

By daylight on the 30th we had reached Jefferson, and soon after met
a brigade train, with all the equipage of one brigade. We attacked
vigorously, drove off the gnards, and destroyed the train, baggage,
equipage, &e., also capturing about 50 prisoners. We then proceeded
toward La Vergne, and captured a party of Tederals out stealing and

gathering stock, and soon after overtook and captured a small foraging
train, )

, with cavalry
on the flanks and artillery placed in a favorable position. By this means :

The last attack was 5 miles from
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About noon we arrived in the vicinity Olf Lfa Ylergne a‘nr(]':ldfi(;]lgl& ;tlfilhlgg
i ; "o ar in the fields surrou .
ith soldiers and large trains parked in , 1g th
%:’ahi;?n?edimelv charged in three columns, u»mplete;ly su11)11§1{1% 2]}112
ards, who made but slight resistance. We immediately ptlmto. Bl Jhe
ggisone’rs ymounting to about 700, and destr());e(ll il}nmensgv Jﬁl}g; <
4 i ¢ -ed thousands of dollars. -
;, amounting to many hundrec . .
at\(gl(izs(i to Rock éaprin g, attacked, captured,'aml destvroy e.d.anobl‘lert la‘;‘l;];e
CL' in. We then marched on Nolensville without 01)1)03121‘(311, (i,zptll;ﬂlng
ltm“é. trains yﬁl'orcs and arms, and about 360 prisnuers. Ve Si6pt 101 &
oy i 1 nsvi 1 ¢ ’clock the next mornin
few hours b miles from Nolensville, and at 2 o’clock the g

_ proceeded to the left flank of our army, having made a complete circuit

of the enemy’s rear.  On arriving the line wals enga{gﬁd. ; \X‘lflee I)]Iflfze(}lgtl;
> Murfreesborough and Nash s
attacked enemy on the Murfreesl ‘ ¢ J
:I(J)(rltl;tof (;verall’s Creek. After a brisk eugagcx}ne?t we tm(i)v_e(_i rLgnh (:ix::
) R . n
¢ attack on the enemy at that point, drivi
he creek and made an attac t ) i e j '
}(l)r 9 miles and successfully engaging him until dark, W.hehllt we fell back
to the left of our line, where we remained during _the mgO 1 —
In this latter engageément Colonel Allenand Lieutenant-Colone [Ja
D.] Webb were-wounded. S - _—
farly on the morning of January 1, I proceeded, D,“ﬁb‘}t‘“lt, ﬁoﬁ 8o
tions from General Bragg, with my own andl(}enelt'm ‘Whar 0111 Z %/_ e%éne’
rear of the enemy. We attacked a large train near L 8
to the rear of the enemy. ge/ ATl near Ly Velgno,
i ing its guards, a aaptured and destroyed a large
dispersing its guards, and cap ] S e o
' 'es also captured one piece of artillery.
ons and stores. We also cap o !
gvae%]ing we received orders to return, and we regained our p‘omt}outs 0;1
the flanks of the army by 2 o’clock on the morning of the Z&leuzzgrx;) .
o . sor N e i ,
We remained in position that night and next day, engaging y
wery opportunity. . 4 .
ﬂtzt 9 ‘Y)’cllogk that evening I proceeded again to the rear 0{ the tenemﬁ,
according to directions from General Bragg, and sucqeede( wne}:(A 111(1)(1)11;3 2
;n’g in capturing a number of horses, wagons, a:nd ])'I‘lh()n?l‘b.. Sl
), m. we attacked a large ordnance train at _(J(_)x S H}ll, heavily guar ?1
{)'7 ca valry and infantry, and succeeded in driving off the cavalry gua;hs
{e P gt g i . )
afld in breaking down and upsetting a largellimnbel of gggc)m;.e wer:
infantry being in such force (quite treble our numbers),
emy’s infantry being in such : £ I 1% ewe
;Ilfeve{ned from destroying the train, but succceded in pre'venltlonrgf'1 éf:
i urther progress t day. By this time we receivec
making any further progress tha By tlils fim: | Grder
toli;nn{ljedigtely return to the army; which order was obeyed,, V{C-f;edcht
ing our tormer position on the left flank of our army about 4 o’c (i)‘cbneéig
morning. We here learned that the army had fallen back, and a E)u !
o'clock that morning we crossed Stone’s River and took position in fron
* Murfreesborough. ' ) N .
OtAbout; 3 p. m. the enemy advanced to the river and commenced a.Jbrisl‘{
skirmish with artillery and infantry. A.lter d:_n'k the enemy retired a
short distance, and our pickets in front of Murfreeshorough were unmno-
lested during the night. _ o S ' .
At duylig%t on Monday, the 4th [5th] instant, we fell bd?k to;bpmtn{
on the Manchester pike about 3 miles from Murfreesborough. ‘k()llll Y
o'clock the enemy advanced, and after a short Sk].l‘mlsl'l we fell back ha
amile to a favorable position. Here we formed line of battle 111_c'0n_]ugc-
tion with General Pegram’s brigade, in a very fa\for":ble position, e-
hind fences, entirely obscured from view. About 3 chocé{ l;ub(;l«\am,'lilg
advanced with a brigade »f infantry m)d‘vartlllery in line o ‘a]c. e ;w !
heavy foree of cavalry on their flanks.  When they arrived within ‘L'Lliou
250 yards, we openeid on them a heavy fire of small-arms and arti lery
with excellent effect, killing and wounding large numbers. After an
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engagewecut of about thirty minutes they turned off and left the field,
and have not since advanced any farther from Murfreesborough on this
road.

During the many engagements incident to the battle of Murfreesbor
ougly, I take pleasure in commending the gallantry and good soldierly
conduct of Colonel Allen, Captaiu [V. M.] Elmore, and Lieutenant [Ed-
ward 8.] Ledyard, of the First Alabama, and Major [C. J.] Prentice and
Captain [Richard] McCann, who commanded detachments. Colouel
Allen and Major Preutice were severely wounded while fighting gal-
lantly.

Lieutenants [E. S.] Burford and EWilliam E.] Wailes, of my staff, were
at all times distinguished for gallantry, zeal, and efficiency, and were
both wounded.

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHELLER,
Major-General and Chief of Cavalry.

Col. GEORGE WILLIAM BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, DEPARTMENT No. 2,
January 29, 1863.

CoLoNEL: 1 have the honor to state that the cavalry of Lieutenant-
General Hardee’s corps, under my cominand, engaged the enemy as they
advanced upon the Nashville and, Murfreesborough pike, and on the ad-
joining approaches, trom the morring of the 36th ultimo to the evening
of the 29th. At midnight on the night of the 29th ultimo I proceeded
with the command across the West Fork of Stone’s River, by way of the
Lebanon road, hence by a circuitous route to Jefferson, where, at about
9 a. m. on the 30th, we attacked, captured, and destroyed an entire bri-
gade train. We then proceeded toward La Vergne, capturing a party
sent out after horses and mules, and also a foraging party. We attacked
La Vergne about 1 p. m., capturing about 500 prisoners, 200 stand of
arms, and the reserve wagon trains of the enemy ; the wagons were de-
stroyed. We then proceeded to Rock Spring, capturing a brigade train,
which we destroyed, with its equipage. We then proceeded to Nolens-
ville, capturing a train and about 200 prisoners and 200 stand of arms.

‘We then made a circuit around Triune, and the next morning attacked
the enemy, stationed on the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike north
of Overall’s Creek. Wetheu moved down toward Murfreesborough, and
again attacked them south of Overall’s Creek, driving the enemy for a
distance of 2 miles from the Wilkinson pike to the Nashville pike, en-
gaging their infantry and cavalry until dark. We then withdrew to
our position on the left of our wing. At daylight we proceeded again
to La Vergne, in the enemy’s rear, attacked a large train, burned sev-
cral wagons, and captured many prisoners. We then received orders
to return to the army, where we arrived at about 2 o’clock the next
morning, and placed our pickets out to the front. We remained in this
position nntil dark, when we moved again to Antioch, capturing a few
wagons, and at about 3 p. m. attacked a large train on Cox’s Hill. After
capturing the train, and injuring some of the wagons, four regiments of
infantry attacked us, and we were obliged to retire. I then received
orders to return, and arrived at my old stand, on the left of our wing,
at about 4 o’clock on Sunday morning, January 3 [4]. As our army had
retired, I moved over the river and remained in Murtreesborough that
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day. Toward ¢vening I skirmished with the enemy and withdrew my
pickets 3 miles at daylight the next morning.

At 3 p. m. Monday, the enemy advanced and engaged us warmly.
The enemy did not advance any farther.

On January 8, I moved over to the Cumberland, and a detachment,
under Captain [Richard] McCann, destroyed the railroad bridge over
Mill Creek and a construction train.

On the 12th, we drove in a large foraging party to Nashville, and on
thre 130l and i4th we captured a gunboat and four transports. e aiso
destroyed a large amount of stores at Ashland, which the enemy had left
under guard, but the guard ran off as we approached. Many other trans-
ports threw off a great part of their cargo to avoid capture.

On the 25th, we captured a construction train near Antioch.

A detachment, under Major [D. W.] Holman, captured another trans-
port on the 17th.

Respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General.
Col. T. B. Roy, Chief of Staf.

No. 302.

Report of Capt. T. H. Mauldin, Third Alabama Cavalry, Wheeler's bri-
gade, including skirmishes December 26—January 5.

FOSTERVILLE, TENN.,
February 19, 1863.

CoLONEL : The Third Alabama Cavalry was engaged in skirmishing
with the enemy on December 26, 27, 28, and 29, 1862, from La Vergne
to Murfreesborough, Tenn.

On the 30th, was present at a skirmish near Jefferson, La Vergne, and
Nolensville. :

On the 31st, was in a charge made by the cavalry upon the right of
the Federal army, where it was subjected to a heavy fire of small-arms
from infantry and cavalry, losing, however, but 1 man killed and 2 lieu-
tenants and 2 men wounded and left on the field.

On January 1 and 2, the regiment was in front of the enemy upon the
extreme left of the Confederate army without any fighting.

On the night of the 2d, it marched to the rear of the Federal army,
and on the 3d was engaged in an attack upon one of the enemy’s wagon
trains, upon the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike, and returned
to the field of battle near Murfreesborough about an hour before day
the morning of the 4th.

During the day of the 4th, this regiment moved through Murfreesbor-
ough, and bivouacked at night about 2 miles from town, on the Manches-
ter turnpike. '

On the 5th, was engaged in a fight with some of the Federal infantry
6 miles from Murfreesborough, on the Maunchester pike.

This ended the series of battles and skirmishes from December 25,
1862, to January 5, 1863, in which the regiment was engaged.

During this time the regiment lost, in killed, wounded, and missing,
26, including 3 lieutenants wounded.
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