At the carnest solicitation ol my
children, T undertake to describe for
The n some of the experiences which
came to me as a soldier in the Givil
war.  This is not mtended as a his-
tory, either
of c¢am-
paigns, the
army, or
the regi-
ment. It is
merely
what it pur-
ports to be
the recol-
lections of
personal ex-
‘perience
and what a
soldier
thought
about a life
so different.

In the ob-
scurity of a
time so
leng past many events of importance
must be forgotten. More than half a
century, the whole of an active life-
time, has passed since the events nar-
rated took place. Most of the actors
in this national tragedy, which nearly
or remotely touched every home in the
land, have vanished into the un-
known world, where we, the lLittle rem-
nant of survivors, must sooa follow
leaving no living witess of the lurid
scenes of the days when we marched
and battled over so many of the re-
bellious states.

I can remember when as a boy who
had not quite reached, or just barely
touched his ’teens in his age prog-
ress, I was walking on the two miles
stretch of road from my home in the
little village of Garrettsville, in Ohio,
to the home of my mother’s parents,
and reading as 1 walked the then
thrilling pages of “Uncle Tom’s
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Cabin,” an epochal book which did as
much, perhaps, as any single cause
to solidify sentiment and bring on the
catastrophe of war- -inevitable pos-
s.bly in any event. With the vivid
imagination of those early years |1
turned aside to cut down the dried
mullen stalks by the roadside, the
stick in my hand becoming a sword
and the mullen stalks posturing as
the terrible slave-holders in the glow
of my feelings. It did not occur to
me as possible that 1 would soon, or
ever. be engaged in a real war to set-
tle this very question. That would
have been a freak of imagination be-
yond what seemed as any possible
event n my life. I remember that
it seemed to me that there could never
be a war which would involve gen-
erally the people of this country, or
in which T could possibly tdke part.
Why, war belonged to history, and
had no place in common, hum-drum
life. And yet, just as 1 was turning
the corner into manhood the whole
country was aflame with one of the
most memorable conflicts of all time,
a conflict of which I had some inside
glimpses, and thus came to know war
as the horrible monster which at last
it is coming to be recognized.

I did not feel nearly so warlike, it
is to be presumed, when it came to a
show-down. as when fighting dead
mullen stalks under the sentimental
stimulus of “Uncle Tom's Cabin.”
Anyway, a year had passed after the
real fighting began, and the north had
suffered rather the worst of it, before
1 was brought to the point of offering
myself as a target for southern bul-
lets. Additional calls for troops, for
three years instead of three months,
was notice that the struggle was no
small nor brief affair, but was to be
a test of the manhood and endurance
of both sides. And it may be noted
here that the final result was achieved
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| compactly along the country
, met the counter current frem
field, an unending train of
ambulances and a steady file of
ken soldiers not so badly wounded
o prevent their walking.

‘[n common parlance, with reference
to the mood of the ecarth, it was “a
fine day.” The declining sun shone
yrightly from a cloudless sky; the
hum of insects and the twitter of
pirds were in the air; there was the
pleasant stir of a soft breeze, which
made music in the trees; and yet this
current of bloody carnage that flowed
to meet our warm counter-current of
fresh provender for the god of war
was supplemented by the hospitals
that were in every farmhouse, with
operating tables often in the door-
vards, and piles of dismembered legs
and arms rising like gory nionuments
to mark the surgeons faithful atten-
tion to duty; and the glory of it all
accente by the pulsations of the
neavy guns in front and by the fre-
quent clash of musketlry that marked
the erisis of a charge.

It would not seem that soldiers 4o
nearly exhausted by fatigue, hungfer,
thirst  and the sickness inseparable
from the seasoning process would be
in very good stomach for the fight,
but as T remember, although these
crory lines on either =ide would hardly
he cupposed to be bricht, beckoning
signs 1o lure sick boves on to glorious
deeds, they did not cecem to have any
demoralizing offeet on the column---
we all strode grimliy forward as best
we could, having left so mueh hehind
perhaps shierhtly reckiess as to what
was before. A< near as T can remem-
her this baptism of fire did not include
any real fichting: it consisted prin-
cipall in Iving down behind a bat-
terv I believe we got up once or
twice as thougrh we were eoing to do
camething, but ceeminely thought het-
ter of it, and returned to our recum-
hent  position hehind the gunsg.  In
these movements we had somethine
lite 20 men wounded, one of whom
died.  Colonel Stevens was one of the
wonnded, tat T have an impresgion
that the wound was «<liecht, as were
mo«t of the others.  That nieht the
Confede retivred, and o army fol-
Towed, bt the enemvy slinped through
Camberland Gap and made good their
CHeane,

The dav of the fieht and hard march

we lost about the last remnant of the
bagegage necessary for night comfort,
and we had a night chill to match the
fever of the day. 1 think it was the
next day that we took to doing some
cnergetic stealing on our own account,
and in this fine art we improved from
day to day, developing in our ranks
some real geniuses, who blossomed to
our glory and future comfort.

And the next day, too, we saw some
of the fruits of war—the harvest of
death in the valley between the bat-
tery-crowned hills. Coming down
from the hill of our first battle experi-
ence, we saw dead men thicker than
I have ever seen them since, although
we were afterwards in battles where
the fighting was fiercer and the per-
centage of casualties much larger.
In the little valley in front of our
battery the bodies of the slain were
almost like saw-logs in a boom—blue
and butternut in hit-or-miss fashion.
And in the rebel hospital on the oppo-
site hill were sadder sights still, of
men in the pain of mortal hurts to
whom death had not vet brought
relief.

The weary pursuit to Cumberland
Gap. and the circuitous march to
Bowling Green, where we rested two
or three davs and received much-
necded uspplies. and then marched to
Nashville was a prolonged period of
vhysical sufferine that had no narallel
it anv subseauent campaign, althongh
we afterwards made as long marches.
The remnant of ahout 200 men that
stacked armsg at Nashville November
12 were a sorry looking lot Tn the
six weeks sincee we left Tonisville, and
oxactly two months since we left
Tonia. the tinsel and the pomn of
gloriong war were pretty well faded
out. But the Tittle bunch of men that
stood it threugh were the nuclens of
a bodv that wasg afterwards able to
stand the strain of anv gort of cam-
paien.  Many of thoge who dropped
ont reijoned from time to time and
helned to swell the ranks to about
ordinary veteran size.

In Camp at Nashville.

And now we settled down, near
Nashville, to the comfort of camp life.
with daily drills. guard mounting and
all the usual soldier occupations and
alwayve with something to eat and
drink. And we were no longer over-
particular to what that something
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PPersonal Introdoecotion.

Pvas just after owr inGoduction
Ly Pfe through the termible Nen-
ucky march and we heed jost o zone
pto camp at fodeetteid, a o sabuas b of
shvilles when Tobodd iy Zes ot
on v) personal intrchiction to Generad
Sheridan T ointroduced myselt nnier
chrcumstances  that make e seile
with sclf l‘i'-'i'Hl mt"u:l do e just
a ttle self pity, to this gus. Tone all
country boyvs, H:(‘\l naingy fo small
village Dife, T had an intere e desire Lo
ook over the cities thar woe touched
at Tonz intervals on our way.,  No i
asked for a pass to visit .\'u‘\\illv,
which  was readily  wranted by our
colonel. but 1t had o b aporoved by
both the brigade and v <on com-
monders, T owas wroen aml oo liHEu
tinid, of which fact T was Pk tog
celf-consciors, and ofter finan ': my
way  past o hisacie b, Jo o s < i
secms [omue-t have | : i
Jocatinr  divieing e
found thew ot o f0 et the fent .
seemed 1o he needd
Cme. So b sguieed for Gonoeen s hoee
idan, propoes i apeae bty Uy o bt
ne-s o direetty itk b, and wns

directod to oaosent 1 which 1 fovnag
him =ittty afene 1 focdl gt oo
tan ot b ko a1t satote
By propedes o oo e b e and
Aortee] Lo e e e ey “ fhieiud
of "I‘(!:l!hi!;.—!r TEMEET A AP LR
IV e o Fenoone i ne b e
pooper office s of e st ':.\“‘l».'} Y

anpdyve B talis 1 oie e oy fatter v

sarl oof caaw PN tho i wa e
U R T B SRR S (Y bt
sdviaisines i D e r e
howr the ne o0 vhon B b e
elad o e b o ey war with
pronev ere beatiad

Yk, bog, o Wi mlaired Y faf 0

Doy, and wrens bopetb e Bowe by g

have appoearced ob tbat e v

havrosed comnies e e e
ancl hiedship coas ceed s e hesde
e point el 1 ot ) el Iy
anpare' sotled by ovee o 7 ot the
noeht sleepine on 11 ' el
finee W Wiy T
theaoda abae o b s Tiony,

whoin we al' so much admired, and in
vwhore Tutare carcer of glory we took
so much ‘uterest and pride.

Htowas only another proof that a
ceally areal man ciyn afford to be
heoman T is the Hitthe fellows unduly
clevated to hich postion that will be
fouisl havehty amd sternly insistent
1 the obhservance of all the rules of

“heervience o grandeur of position.

Murfreeshoro Campa'gn,

This happy condition, in camp near
Nashville, continued until the day
arvter  Christmas, when  the army
stavted once more on its move south-
wir, Of  course, our pleasant
woerlbor  onded  the verv day we
storied to mavch, when the first of the
wonter ra ns set in, and continued with
ot bervals as longe as we were on
the move. Tt is to be noted that a
of the commissioned officers
reg ment had taken advantage
i onower to resign, in order to
ol ot of o mighty unpleasant situ-
ation, In mosh eases there was valid
reseen, as the Kentueky march had
<hown their physical inability to en-
dire the k'nd of campaign we were
makine. In Company K we lost both
Cantaim Daroth and Lieutenant Rus-
<o Lewviney Beutenant Burritt as the
anly cammes<aned officer in company.
(bt s oven . had also retired, and
wos bter appeinted colonel in the
et corps on duty in Indianapolis,
and iccterant-Colonel Whipp'e had
aleo disappesred. And so it was that
ihe qermiment starvted out un'ler the
coaomand of Colonel MeCreery, ap-
nondied from the 1¥iret Michigan In-
i':an”x;\' which had seen a vear’s serv-
ieeoin the Potomae army. MceCreery’s
recoird was exceptionally good, he hav-
ine visen from the ranks to be captain
for eodlantry in action, when he was
three times wounded  The regiment
too!s 1o him from the start. His very
snpeseanee nroduced  confidence;  he
bad the straight-cut mouth set in a
detovmined conntenance  that  be-
fatoore the Gohter, eneh as he proved
t - b Il also had the feeling of
coopes el and the socetal impulses
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men stood the fatigues of the
n much better than on their ini-
¢ ntroduction, but as always there
o some unpleasant incidents on the
(v, OUne ool these that b orecollect
vas being turned into a field that had
.ceen cropped during the season, and
was then ankle deep inomuad, with the
cain still coming down, to make our
camp for the night, There were no
tents on the march, and when the
ranks broke there was a hustling for
rails; and the man who got three rails
to keep him out of the mud was lucky.
Dy covering with the woolen blankets.
over head and all, most of the rain
would he shed; although a movement
during  sleep might sond a stream
inside.

We moved down toward Maifrees-
boro with niore o less opposition by
the rebel army under General Dragy,
hav ng two or three shavy skormishes
on the way. FPinaddly on pecember 30
the regiment was moved into battle
fine, with the other troops, when ot
became apparent that bDreagy had de-
coded to make aostand to poevene our

oceupation of Murtrecshoro, 1 was

not on duty with the company at the
Lime, having been detatfed as clerk in
the adjutant s ofhee. 1t happened,
therefore, that when Brage attacked
our part of the nne with massed foree
carly the next mornmg that Iwas not
inocompany lne and was caught n
Che moving mass tat was hurled back
by the shock; o this situation b eame
on Sergeant Potter of my own com-
pichy, who was =eriousiy woundod, and
nefped him bhack to hospital, As =oon
a possible Tomade my oway back (o
conppany, when 1 learned that Lica-
tenant Buwreitt had bheen wounded and
tasen prisoner, and that O, O, Tows-
~end a non-consnissio ned oflieer, had
Just naturaliy assumed command aond
most ereditably acquiticd himeelf, We
lay in line, ready for attack or to
make attack., accordine to orders or
cireuncitances: ot althoueh  hoth
arm es maintaimed their Gehting posi-
tion-s, and there was more or Jess
deing alt some points an the line, thereo
was i general encagement, conl o our
section hasl oo Duether pant e the gan
activities duorvine the five dave follow-
ing the opening of the hattle, Ipally
the Bebels gave it vp and retired,
feavineg the way open to Maelreeshoro,
which the Union army imneediately
oceupied.

In Camp at Murtreeshoro.

Then followed a per od of compara-
tive anactivity.,  Being supphed by a
~inzle 1 ne of railvoad, from the Ohio
piver sine, ib required along time to
relit for o new campaign, Ouritime
ac Marfreesboro was spent much as
ustal, modreedl, inoutpost duty and in
Lo with wagon trains protected
by o considerahte  force, usually a
reciment, to be prepared for any wan-
derme band ot omounted  guerrillas
chat might be hovering near,

put it was here, as near as 1 can
rememboer, that I owitnessed for the
oidy thne a military execution.  And
I wom glad that this was the only inci-
dent or the kind that I even heard of
inoour aurmy, for it was something
foartul to see. One day a story went
the rounds that such a thing was to
come off in a ne'ghboring division, and
@ number of our regiment went over
miormaliy to sce it. When we arrived
the troops were alrecady formed on
three sides of a squarve; and the pro-
cosson =oon  started. This was
hicaded by the band playing a dirge,
foltowed by a wagon, on which the two
coirddomned men were sitting on their
eotlins, the chooting detail following.
Thiz process’on cireled the square of
formed Groops, and the slow progress.
fhe strains of solemn musie, with all
the =how of the parade, was some-
thine horrible, The coffins and tha
condemned woere unloaded on the open
s of the square, and the men again
soctiest on thierr coflins while the fir-
e party look their places in the cen-
ter of the square. Then came the slow
commaads o “Make  ready — “Take
aom’ iee,” And with the volley
the men toppled over. I knew noth-
1o abeut the history of the case; but
Ido tnow that hundreds of men were
vepor ted as absent without leave, some
of theor as deserters, and while this
may have been true about some, it
wasoan o oerror with regard to others,
and there were often extenuating cir-
cuinstances  that made such punish-
ment out of all proportion to the
sctval offense, and that most of these
met with only =light punishment or
none al adl. So 1 felt a thrill of sym-
perthy for these men who it had been
vdeed  should  suffer the extreme
penalty, more as a warning to others
possihly than as exactly fitting the
offense. There is no question that the
death penalty exactly fits the crime



erting to the enenmy.

jink it was here, too, that the
powas issued discardng all tents
the usual type. Al records and
svthing  not  absolutely  essential
 also left behind, We had learned
o our opponents that we must
nove stripped as closely as possible.
The new order did away with all the
company wagons leaving for the regi-
ment only two swagons, thus greatly
roducing owr trains, alwavs the great-
et ampediment i the movement of an
army. The hovs, howvwever, were in-
caned to renonstrate about the sub-
stitution of what they  called “pup
tent~ ' for the regular army tents,
These pup tenis were small pieces of
comnan colton clioth, about sis Yoot
by three o sizes which conld he but-
toned topether rond spread over a stiek
for o ridee pole, would sheltey in some
decrve two gnens These tents were
acdded to the oer™s personal Jue o,

croh nor erorey e oone pieee, Thie s
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pevhioops one reizon why g U how ] et
dpoon thede e U appesrance, Doae the
chirre Wi wiee, e thie men cane o
peateror and conee awiro st et e
{ (e enrey theon, deomtong them
! wor th the tvandde, found thing on
v et they were of ven! neos ared
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our tent with nothing on earth to do,
all subjects of common interest ex-
hausted, nothing to read, sick almost
unto death with the absolute lack of
anything to do, we  were finally
startled into action by the exclama-
tion of one of the group, “I believe
[ have got ‘greyvbacks.” ™ The name
“cooties™ had not then been invented

the poestiferous insecets were then
known as “grevbacks,” in comp'iment,
perhaps, to our armed opponents who
annoyed us occasionally in the actual
nentmge. It was not often that the
litdle grevbacks bothered us seriously,
and we were neo used to their nippy
wavs, The exclamation caused us all
to partiadly strip -in the sudden ex-
ctement we had no thought of army
rewulations; and  we were soon ex-
plovig the seams of our pantaloons.
White o the midst of this exeiting
hvnt, the scontnel pacing up and down
m front of owr tent suddenly called
out, “Othieer of the day, turn out the
cind 7 Dismay seized us as we fran-
teadly grasped our garments and
wil v endeavored to fasten them in
the it oroper places, We would have
Ficd nnserably to do th's in time had
not the othicer and his excort rode up
o wentle amble instcad of the wild
suallop thoet s the usual manner of
approccchs el w0 owe managed to take
cur o places o the peceiving line in
oo bo e, but o we did not look
quite oo trnn as could rightly be ex-
In ol o expre‘ence we had
pever before known the  inspecting
vl o appreach a post exceept at a
e wadlop, an b that the only excep-
v shonkd beoat this eritical time
wore e obably all that saved us from
Boowe reported  and possibly  court-
s tradled, T Jooked  almost provi-
ottt Whether the ofticer had a
ki | sousually found in
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viider heart than
an vepecting oflicer, and suspicioning
theet we woere not in quite  correct
diape for that kind of company, had
Prrpos ey come up o slow, we  never
Erew  we were asking no questions,
Dot e dullness that had seized our
L conee Fooe the moment.,




