WAR OF THE REBELLION:

A COMPILATION OF THE

OFFICIAL RECORDS

OF TIRE

UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES.

PHEPARED, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE BECRETARY OF WAR, BY

The late Lient. Col. ROBERT N. SCOTT, Third U. 8. Artillery.

PUBLISOEP UNDER THE SUPRRVISION OF

Lisut. Col. EENRY M. LAZELLE, Twenty-third U. 8. Infactry

PURSUART TO ACTS OF CONGRESA.

SERIES I—VOLUME XX-IN TWO PARTS
PART I-REPORTS.

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING CFFIOE.

1887.




658 KY., MID, ARD E. TEKNN,, N. ALA., AND 8W. VA,

No. 189.

Organization of the Army of Tennessee®

POLEK"S CORPS.

Lient. Gen. LEONIDAE POLE.

FIrsT DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. B. F. CHEATHAM.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. DanieL 8, DONELSON.

8th Tennesaae :

Col. W. L. Moore.

Lieut. Col. J. H. Anderson.
16th Tennessee, Col. John H, Bavage.
38th Tennessee, Col. John C, Carter.
51st Tennesaes, Col, John Chester.
84th Teunesses, Col. 8. 8. Stanton,

Carnes’ (Tennessee)} battery, Lient. L. G.

Marshall.
Second Brigads.
Brig. Gen, ALEXANDER P. STEWART.

ik '{ggg‘*‘”g; 5001. 0. F. Strahl.
19th Tennessee, Col. F. M, Walksr,
24th Tennessees :

Col. H. L, W, Bratton.

Maj. 8. E. Shanaon.

318t Tennessss .
334 Tennesaee: }C"l- E. E. Tansil.

Misgissippi Battery, Capt. T. J. Stanford.

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gon, GEORGE MANEY

27th Tennesseo, Col. H. R. Feild.
4th Tennesses (Provisional Army), Col.
J. A, McMurry.
6th Tennessee, { Col. C. 8. Hurt.
9th Tennessee, }Maj. J. L. Harris.
Tennesses Sharpshooters, Capt. Frank
Maney.
Bmith’s {Mississippi) battery, Lieut, Will.
iam B. Turner.

1st Tennessee, ;

Fourth { Preston Smith’s) Brigade.
Col. A. J. VAUGHAN, JR.

12th Tenneasse, Maj. J. N. Wyatt.
13th Tennessee :
Lieut. Col. W, E. Morgan.
Capt. R. F. Lanier.
20th Tennesses, Maj. J. B. Johnsen.
47th Tenneases, Capt. W. M. Watkins.
154th Tennesgee, Lieut. Col. M. Magev-

ney, jr.
9th Texas, Col. W. H. Young.
AMNin’s {Tennessee) Sharpshooters:
Lient. J. R. J. Creighton.
Lieut. T. F. Pattison,
Tennessee Battery, Capt. W. L. Boott.

BECOND DIVIBION.

Maj. Gen. Joxrs M. WITHERS.

First ( Doas’) Brigade.

Col. J. Q. Loomis,
Col. J. G. COLTART,

19th Alabams.

224 Alabama.

25tk Alabama.

26th Alabama.

39th Alabama.

17th Alabama Battalion Bharpshooters,

Capt. B, C. Yancey.
1st Lounisiana (Regulars), Lieut. Col. F.
H. Farrar, jr.

Robertson’s battery, Capt. F. H. Robert-

son.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JAMES R. CHALMERS.
Col. T. W. WHITE.

7th Miseissippi.
9th Mississippi, Cel. T. W. White.
10th Mississippi.
41at Missieeippi.
Hh Mississip&)i Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. O. F. West.
Blythe's (Mississippi) regiment.
Garrity’s (Alabama) battery.

* Compiled frem the reports. Qther officers than thoss named may bave also been in
actual command of the organizations ind” ated.

[Crar., XXXYY,

Omar. XXX11])

Third ( Walthall's} Brigade.
Brig. Gen. J. PATTON ANDERSON.

45th Alabaina, Col. James G. Gilehrist.
24th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. P. Me-
Kelvaine,
27th Mississippi :
Col. T. M. Jones.
Lient, Col. J. L. Autry.
Capt. E. R. Neilson.
20th Mississippi:
Col. W, ¥. Brautly.
Lient. Col. J. B. Morgan.
30th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. J. I. Soales.
39th North Carolina,” Capt. A. W. Bell.
Misgouri Battery, Capt. 0. W. Barrst.
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Fourth ( Andersow’s) Brigade.
Col. A. M. MANIGAULT.

24th Alabama.

28th Alabama.

34th SAlalglt:ma. ,

10th Soxth Carolina

19th South Carolina, }C°" A.J. Lythgoe.
Alabama Battery, Capt. D. D. Waters,

HARDEE’'S CORPS.

Lient. Gen. WiLL1ax J. HarDXE.

Firar DIvision.

Maj. Gen, JOEN C. BRECKINRIDGE.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. DaniEL W. ADAMS.
Col. RaRpaLl L. GiB8ON.

324 Alabama:
Lieat. Col. Henry Maunry.
Col. Alexander MeKinstry.
13th Louisiana, } Col. R. L. Gibeon.
20th Louisiaua, { Maj. Charles Guillet.
16th Louisiana, { Col. 8. W. Fisk.
25th Louisiana, § Maj. F. C. Zacharie.
L4th Louisiana Battalion, Maj. J. E. Aus-
tin.
Washington Artillery(5th Battery),Lieut.
W. C. D. Yaught.

Second Brigade.

Col. J. B, PALMER.
Brig. Gen. GIDEON J. PILLOW.

18th Tonnesaese .

Col. J. B. Palmer.

Liout. Col. W. R. Butler.
26th Tennessee, Col. John M. Liliard.
28th Tennessss, Col. P. D. Cunningham.
32d Tennceses, Col. Ed. C. Cook.
45th Tenpesses, Col. A. Bearcy.
Moses' (Gleorgia) battery, Lieut. R. W.

Anderson.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM PRESTON.

lst Florids . .
3d Florida: 2 Col. William Miller.

4th Florida, Col. William L L. Bowen.
60th North Carolina, Col,J. A. MeDowell
20th Tennespes:

Col. T. B. Smith.

Lieat. Col. ¥, M. Laveunder.

. Maj. F. Claybrooke.
‘Tennessee Batberﬁ:

Capt. E. E. Wright.

Lieut. J. W. Mebane.

Fourtk Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R. W. HaNgoN.
Col. R. P. TRABUE.

4lst Alabama:
Col. H. Talbird.
Lieut. Col. M. L. Stansel.
2d Kentncky, Maj. James W, Hewits.
4th Kentacky:
Col. R. P. Trabue.
Capt. T. W. Thompson.
6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H, Lewis.
9th Kentucky, Col. T. H. Hant,
Kentucky Battery, Capt. R. Cobb.

Jacksenw's Brigade.t

Brig. Gen. Joun K. Jacksox.

5th Georgin:
Co%. W.T. Black.
Maj. C. P. Daniel.

2@ Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters, Maj. J. J. Cox.
fth Mississippi, Lient. Col. W. L. Brkes.

8th Migsissippi:

Col. J.C. Wilkinson,

Lisut. Col. A. McNeill.
Pritchard’s {Georgia) battery.

Lumsden’s (Alabama) battery, Liout. H. H. Cribbe.

» Joined Lrigade December 31 ; transferred, January 2, to Maniganlt’s brigadse.
t Temporarily sesigned io Breckinridge's division.
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positions, the total absence of everything like panic, and the cool self-
possession and alaerity with which they rallied, reformed, and moved
forward against the enemy, was as truly remarkable as it was most hon-
orable.

The timely preparations made under direction of Surggon_{parlislej
Terry for the care of the wounded seem (0 have been as judicions anc
ample as was practicable, and the ipfirmary corps for the division dis-
charged its duties fearlessly and well.

To Capts. D. E. Huger, assistant adjutant-general; J. R. B. Burtwell,
chief of artillery. and E. B. D. Riley, chief of ordnance, I am indebted for
valuable and indispensable services. In extending orders, seeing to the_u'
execution,and in rallying and cheering on the troops, they were energetic
and antiring, displaying gallantry and capacity. Maj. B. M. Thomas,
adjutant and inspector general, reported on the field from sick leave on
the morning of the 2d, and immediately entered ou-the discharge of his
duties with intelligence and efficiency. Lieut. R. W. Withers, aide-de-
camyp, Asst. Surg. J. Paul Jones, and Lient. Charles L. Huger, Firat
Louisiana ( Regulars), were, through the entire en gagement, actively, zeal-
ously, and most creditably engaged in the discharge of the various duties
assigned them. Maj. W. H.Ross, acting commissary of subsistence, and
Maj. B. Q. Pinckney, quartermaster, did good service in their reapect-
ive departments. Captain [T. M.] Lenoir aud Lieuteuant iH. R.] Gor-
dou, commanding escort, gave valuable assistance in the co lecting and
sending off captured property, in driving forward stragglers from and
laggards in the fight, and in staff duties, which they were several times
called upon to perform. Private M. G. Hudson, of the Twenty-fourth
Alabama Regiwent, long engaged in the assistant adjutant-general’s
office, and well and favorably known within the command, rendered
gervices on the field evidencing his fituess and capacity for a more re-
sponsible position.

The totul strength of the division was 7,774; the total loss Ly casual-
ties, 2,519, Brigade and regimental reports and detailed statement of
casualties have heretofore been forwarded.

Very respectfully, yours, &e.
v ’ P J. M. WITHERS,

Magjor-General.

Maj. THOMAS M. JACK,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee.

No. 220.
Reports of Capt. Feliz H. Robertson, Florida battery,* Deas’ brigade.

SHELBYVILLE, TENK., January 12, 1863.

S1R: By direction of Lieutenant-General Polk, I reported to General
Breckinridge on Friday eveping, January 2, with Robertson’s Lattery
of six Napoleon guns, and Scmple’s battery of four Napoleou guns; in
all, ten guns, My command was formed in rear of the line of the in-
fautry, and finally behind the artillery of the division which was imme-
diately behind the second line. Leaving my caissons. I udvanced to
the edge of the opening through which the infantry had cbarged. The
highest point of the hill to the left was selected to be the site of Robert-
sow's battery; Semple’s was to take the right. So soon as the ground

* Robertron’s battery claimed hoth by Alabainaand Florida. Finally eredited to
Florida.
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was cleared upon which Semple’s battery way to stund, it was at once
pushed to its place. Theinfantry not being able to clear the crest of the
hill, and the fire being very heavy on our right, I decided to alter the
plan and send ey battery to the right, but our live being cramped by
untavorable ground to the right, I only ordered a scction up to fill a gap
in our line of artillery. By the repulse becoming general, I determined
to stop the rewainder of my own battery in the field to check the ene-
my’s advance. The artillery of my command was brought off with the
loss of one piece of Scmple’s battery. This only occurred after the
infantry supports had given way entirely.

The fighting of this battery (Semple's) was entirely creditable. The
confusion was such that it was not to be wondered at that three pieces
were left on the feld, bat that mnore were not lost. The artillery as it
entered the woods was placed, and by a rapid fire checked the enemy’s
advance. The batteries under my command were subjected to a hot
infantry fire and the worst cross-fire [ ever saw.

The loss of the two Latteries I cannot know, as I have not seen Lien-
tevant [E. J.] Fitzpatrick, commanding two sections of Semple’s battery.
My own lost 6 borses and G men.

After dark the gans fell back, and Major [R. E.| Graves having been
severely wonnded, I, at the request of General Breckinridge, placed the
artitlery upon the new line.

But for the artillery fire the enemy would surely have carried the
position eutirely, as our infantry was scattered. .

The men of the artillery generally bebaved spendidly, but individual
exceptions were many to this rule,and I found it necessary to draw my
revolver in order to wake the drivers halt long enough to fix the piece
to be limbered up and brought off.

Very respectfully,
FELIX H. ROBERTSON,
Captain, &e.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, BRECKINRIDGE'S D1vV.

SHELBYVILLE, TENN., February 18, 1863.

CAPTAIN: Op the morning of January 2, I was ordered to accompany
Colonel Brent, assistant adjutant-general, and endeavor to find a position
from which the enemy’s line might be enfiladed with artillery. Such a
position having been found, a report of the fact was made to the general
at once. The enemy’s skirmishers being in possession of the point se-
lected, it was determined toattack and carryit. I received orders from
General Bragg to take Robertson’s battery (six Napoleons), two sections
Semple’s battery (four Napoleons), two rifles and two 12-pounder how-
itzers belonging to Breckinridge’s division, and to occupy and hold to
the utmost extremity the desired position after the enemy had been dis-
lodged by the infantry. The pecessary preparations for the artillery
were made at once. The batteries arrived ou the ground and were soon
in position.

Having to await the arrival of a still absent brigade, I took an oppor-
tnnity to consult Geveral Breckinridge. I found hisideas of the attack
and my own differed materiallv. He supposed it was to be made by a
combination of both arms, while [ was positive the general’s orders were
that infantry alone should take the hill. General Breckinridge then
desired me to form wy batteries in the space between his two lines of
infantry and advauce. This I declined 10 do, stating as a reuson the
ianger hoth of confusion and loss from such an arrangement. He then
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desired me to form and advance behind his secound line of infantry. 1
then repeated the general’s orders to me, viz, to wait until the infantry
had crowned the crest, and then to rush up and occupy it. Knowing
the disposition of all commanders to use artillery, I spoke to General
Breckinridge and earnestly protested against crowding a field =0 con-
tracted as the one in which we were to operate with small guns, stating
that, in ¢ase of a repulse, we would inevitably lose some if they were car-
ried on the field. Geueral Breckinridge, thinking differently, however,
formed his batteries and advanced thew simultaveously with his infantry
and immediately behind it. Colouci Brent, assistant adjutant-gencral,
was prescnt on this oceasion aund heard the conversation.

After the first reconnaissance, and before the final arrangements for
attack, two pieces (of Breckinridge's division) had been moved and had
opened fire on the enemy’s skirmishers. It called the cnemy’s attention
to the very point we desired to attack, and probably to this developrent
is due the fact that we found the enemy’s batteries had been located so
as to cover completely all the ground over which we would be compelled
to pass, and which operated to such an alarming extent on our lines.
One of these batteries, I think, was located near Hoover’s liouse; the
other was located in rear of the Round Forest, to the right of the rail-
road, in front of Chalmers’ position. I know they musthave been across
Stone’s River, for I could notice the shells falling, and all had consid-
erable elevation. '

All being prepared, the movement began in the following order: In.
fantry in two lines, interval 200 yards; the batteries of General B{reck-
inridge’s] division formed immediately in rear of the second line; my
batteries in rear of all, caisson left at a distance inrear. I followed up
the advance with my command until I gained tbe open field, across which
we were to advance; here I batted. The plan for the artillery was as
follows: Two 12-pounder howitzers to rake tle slopes from the highest
point of the hill to the water’s edge, firing down the river the heaviest
battery ; six Napoleons to occupy the highest point; the otber battery,
four Napoleons, to occupy a station on the ridge running out from the
river to the right from the hill top. The two 12-pounder howitzers began
ea,g(l]y; the ground for the four Napoleons was seon uncovered and occu-
pied by Lieutenant Fitzpatrick, commanding. Before this, however, the
enemny’s fire had brought the artillery of Genetal B[reckinridge’s] division
to a halt; had overturned two pieces; the others had begun firing ob-
liquely to the right, but for a time I thought they were firing into their
own men. I waited some time for the wfantry to clear the crest, so
that I could order Robertson’s battery up to its place, but saw unmistak-
able evidences of a retrograde movement, and se¢ing Colonel [G. St.
Leger) Greufell at this momeat, I sent word to General Bragg that 1 was
satisfied the infantry would be unable to liold their position, and changed
my plan, so as to bring the guns of Robertsow’s battery to bear on the
enemy. I ordered it up to take position beside Semple’s. Ithad nearly
arrived a¢ the new position when the infantry gave back. I at once
ordered fhe commander, Lientenant [8. J.] Benton, to take his battery
to the rear and establish it in the line of timber, to protect the infantry
unti! it could be reformed; the other batteries were ordered to move
off, not, however, until all the infantry support had disappeared. At
tbis point occurred our loss in gans. Two pieces of Wright's battery
were lost, and one fine piece Lelonging to Scemple’s battery. The bat.
teries, baving kept up the fight some timz after the iufantry had aban-
doned the fleld, drew to themselves a very heavy fire; they were, there-
fore, much reduced in men.
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lu this communication 1 desire to call the attention of the general
commanding to the good belavior of Captain Semple’s company ander
fire, and more particnlarly would I direct bis attention to Lieutenant
Fitzpatrick, commanding the two sections. This gallant officer bronght
off one piece that would otherwise bave beeu lett,and would have saved
the other had the wheel driver not been shot at the critical moment of
limbering up. Licutenant [J.] Pollard, of this company, behaved with
great gallantry, and was severely wounded.

As fast as the pieces came back to the new line they were placed ; but
the majority, having no ammuunition, were ordered back to their caissons
to refill their boxes. Sos00n as our guns were unmasked, fire was opened
ou the enemy’s line and continued until dark, with a very heavy fire of
skirmishers upon the artillery. This line had been established, sup-
posing it would be good to raliy the brokeu division, but the hope proved
utterly fallacious. Except about 150 fugitives collected in a ravine to
my right, I saw no body of troops, and fearing an advance of the enemy,
under cover of the darkness I moved to the rear again and established
a new line along another skirt of timber. Here T found some few troops
of General Breckinridge's division, but many of them had returned to
their old places, as I knew from the sound of the cheering and speaking
in the rear. Being unable to find (teneral Breckinridge for some time,
I proceeded to regulate the artillery according to my own ideas. After
a time I met the general; told him what | had done, and ho directed
me to continue so to act and report to him after I had finished. The
contagion of flight had spread to the artillery, and it was with great
difficulty that several pieces of artillery were brought away, owing to
the drivers being frightened. In more than one instance I found it nec-
essary to cock my revolver and level it in order to bring men to a
realizing sense of their duty. I am clearly of the opinion that if there
had been no artillery on that field the enewmy would have gone into
Murfreesborough easily that evening. There was no organization that

I could see or hear of until after the enemy Lad been checked, save in

the artillery. I have never seen troops so completely broken in my
military experience. 1 tried myself, and saw many others try, to rally
them ; but they seemed actuated only by a desire for safety and beyond
the reach of other sentiments. I saw the colors of many regiments
pass, and though repeated calls were made for men of the ditferent reg-
iments, no attention was paid to them,

I take this opportunity to meuntion the courage of some man whom 1
do not know. He carried a stand of colors, and balted frequently, faced
the enemy, and called the Sizth Kentucky Regiment; and although
he did not recetve much attention, he lingered as long as there was any
infantry on the field, and then passed to the rear, calling out,  Here’s
your Sixth Kentucky.”

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &e.,
FELIX H. ROBERTSON,
Captain, de.
Capt. K. FALCONER, Assistant Adjutant-Generel.

[Supplemental.]

-, 1863.
CaAPTAIN: I have the Lonor to submit the following supplemeutary
report of the aetion of my battery daring the battles vear Murfrees-
borough:
The fuses generally operated to my satisfaction. Occasional excep-
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two rifle guns posted in rear of Harding’s dwelling, the battery on my
right completely enfilading my line, but was firing over me, doing but
little dawage, except from falling limbs. The battery in my front oceun-
pied all of my guns. After a rapid fire of from three-quarters to an hour
this battery was driven from its place. I continued to fire at it until
they gained cover of a hill.

In this engagement Corporal Burke, while gallantly performing the
duties of guoner, had his thamb shot off. Privates Quinn and Brady
were slightly hurt by a falling limb.

None of my horses were hurt, and only slight damage done to my
guns, viz: One sponge-staff shot in two, one spoke from right wheel of
left center gun shot eut by piece of shell, and the trail hand-spike of
the first gun shot off.

I remained in this position until dark without firing, as the rifle gnns
to wy right were out of my reach. The enemy’s skirmishers, baving
taken a position about 350 yards from our lines, kept up a rattling fire
(doing no damage) until dark, when I moved my command to the rear,
to feed and rest my men for the might, where I received a supply of
ammunition.

At daylight I received orders from the brigade commander to move
at the same time the line of infantry charged to my first positicn, on
the left of the brigade, and cover the charge. I moved to the left and
came into battery, but found I could do nothing from that pesition, and,
finding that the right of the line was hard pressed, 1 moved to the right
to support the Tenth and Nineteenth South Carolina Regiments, from
which point I commenced firing on the enemy’s infantry, and was imme-
diately opened on by one of the enemy’s batteries, posted in the wood
to the right of the Nolensville turnpike. Our infantry having fallen
back to the old line, I kept up a regular fire to cover their preparations
for a fresh charge. During the time between the first and second
charges, some general officer, with staff escort, came to the front of the
enemy’s line, and in about 500 yards of my position. I gave thew a few
rounds of shot and shell, when they retired at a run. [ think I must
have done them some damage, as I saw my shell burst and shot strike
among them, and afterward found one of the horses killed with a round
shot. Our line being reformed, made a second charge, drove the enemy
across a field within short range, where I had a good chance and gave
them spherical case and canister.

During this engagement I regret to have to report Private Ricbard
Murphy killed, Private Williarn Shea woanded, and 1 of iny tead horses
killed and 2 othersso badly wounded tbat I was eampelled to leave theo,

1 was then ordered to report o Brigadier-General Maney, which Idid,
and was ordered to remain under ¢over until be could find a place for me,
which I did. My command was not again brougbt into action. I con-
tinued to follow in rear of my brigade until dark, when I took a position
in the woods to the left of the Nolensville pike for the night, and Lere
received a full supply of ammunition for my 6-pounder guns and some
12-pounder ammunition.

I met with a great deal of trouble from the great number of friction-
primers that were worthless, I was compelled to make on the field
quill-primers, which answered the parpose. T would here request that
a supply of primers be farnished my battery at once, as it would be
totally unserviceable in a fight as it is.

1 would bere request to mention the gallaut conduet of First Licut.
Charles W. Watkins, to whom Y was greatly indebted for his coolness and
close attention to ovders while under firc; also Sergeants Martin,
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Turper, and Armstrong. In mentioning these pames I do not wish
to detract from the rest of my command, all of whom acted with great
coolness and attention, the gunners firing slowly and deliberately,
doing good service.

T found that the lack of long-range guns was a great drawback to our
batteries, for the enemy could, at a distance too far for us, fire upon our
lines without interruption and in perfect safety, making his aim more
accurate and fire more destructive.

I regret to report that, upon the night of the 30th, Quartermaster
Sergt. Thomas Maxwell, while attempting to get to the company with
rations, passed throngh a gap in our line of battle between the left of the
Fourth Brigade and the right of the First, was fired npon by the enemy’s
pickets, killing his horse and wounding him very severely in the knee.

Major, I am, respectfully
S ’ D. D. WATERS,
Oaptain, Commanding Waters’ Batiery,

No. 224,

Report of Lieut. Gen, William J. gardee, C. 8. Army, commanding Army
orps.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., March 11, 1863.

SiRr: I have the honor to forward, by the bands of Col. J. H. Kelly,
Eighth Arkansas Volunteers, Lieutenant-General Hardee’s corps, the
report of that general of the part taken by his corps in the battle of
Murfreesborough, December 31 to January 3; also the reports of di-
vision and brigade commanders, including those of Major-General
McCown's division, which was, during the most important part of the
operations, under Lieutenant-General Hardee.

Some errors and misapprebensions of Major-General Breckinridge,
incorporated in his report, will be corrected by reference to copies of
notes received from him on the field of battle, and which are appended
to the report, with an order for the cavalry movement, indorsed by
Brigadier-General Pegram as “‘ received.” To these papers, appended to
General Bfreckinridge]’s report, I invite special attention.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BRAXTON BRAGG,
General, Commanding.
General 8. CooPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

[Incloaars. |

HEADQUARTERS HARDEE'S CORPS,
Tullahoma, Tenn., February 28, 1863.
COLONEL: After the campaign in Kentucky, our forces were collected
at Murfreesborough, while the enemy gradually concentrated an army,
reported 70,000 strong, around Nashville. Every preparation that fore-
cast conld suggest was made by them to crush our army'and obtain pos-
session of Central Tennessee. For vearly two months there was ap-
parent inaction, interrupted only by skirmishes, raids, and a suceessful
affair at Hartsville. The enemy occupied Nashville, their right extend-
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ing toward Franklip and their left toward Lebanon. Ourcenter was at
Murfreesborough, under Lieutenant-General Polk, our right at Ready-
ville, under Major-General McCown, and our left at Triune and Eagle-
ville.

Such was the situation of the armies when information was received,
on December 26, that General Rosecrans was advancing with 60,060 men
from Nashville against Murfreesborough. The first demonstration was
made against Triune by an advance of the enemy on the Shelbyville
tarnpike. Cleburne’s division and Adams’ brigade, under my immediate
command, were posted in that vicinity. The commanding general having
decided to accept battle and to defend Murfreesborough, I withdrew
my command the succeeding day by his order, leaving Wood’s brigade
and Wharton’s cavalry to skirmish with the enemy near Triune. This
was done boldly and successfully, and they rejoined the command on the
28th at Murfreesborough, My corps consisted of Breckinridge's and
(Jlegin'ne’s divisions (each of four brigades) and Wheeler’s brigade of
cavalry.

Murfreesborough is situated 30 miles southeast of Nashville, in a fer-
tile, gently undulating, and highly cultivated country, in the midst of the
great plain that stretches from the base of the Cnmberland Mountains
toward Nashville. The Chattanooga Railroad, the chief line of commu-
nication from Tennessee to the South Atlantic States, passes through it,
and numerous excellent turnpikes radiate from it in every direction.
Stone’s River flows about 2 miles west of the town, through low banks
of limestone, steep, and in some places difficult to pass, and gradually
trends to the north as a tributary of the Cumberland. At this time the
gtream could everywhere be passed without difficulty by infantry, and
at the usnal fords was not more than ankle-deep, but heavy raivs in a
few hours swell it to an impassable torrent, and it subsides as rapidly.
The road to Lebanon passes nearly due porth from Murfreesborough ;
that to Triune nearly west; that to Salem a littie south of west, and the
Nashville turnpike northwest, crossing Stone’s River about 13 miles
from Murfreesborough. The railroad, leaving the depot on the weat of
the town, crosses Stone’s River about 200 yards above the turnpike ford.
At 400 or 500 yards beyond this it intersects the Nashville tarnpike at a
very acute angle, running between it and the river for about 700 yards,
when the stream turns to the east by a sharp bend, and then resumes its
northern course. The field of battle offered no peculiar advantages for
defense. The open fields beyond the town are fringed with dense cedar
brakes, offering excellent shelter for approaching infautry, and are alimost
impervious to artillery. The country on every side is entirely open, and
was accessible to the enemy.

On Sunday morning, December 28, the troops were moved into line
of battle. The river separated our right from the left. By order of the
commanding general, the space between the Lebanon road and the ford
on the Nashville road, making the right of the army, was occupied by ny
corps. I arranged my troops in two lines, Breckinridge’s division form-
ing the first line and Cleburne’s the second. The former was arranged
with Adams’ brigade resting on the Lebanon road, about 14 miles from
the town. The line was broken by an intervening field about 300 yards
wide, which was left apparently unoccupied, but was covered by the
Twentieth Tennessee and {E. E.] Wright’s [Tennessee] battery, of Pres-
tor’s brigade, which swept it and the field in front. The remainder of
Preston’s brigade rested with itsright in the woods, and extended along
the margin of the grove, with its left toward the river. Palmer's and
Hanson’s brigadea completed the line, with the left of Hanson resting
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near the ford,  Cleburne's division was posted 800 yards iu rear of, and
parallel to, that of Breckinridge. Dollk’s corps extended beyond the
river, with its right near the stream, and about 200 yards in advance
of my left.  Withers' division formed the front line of this corps, and
Cheatham’s the second, while McCown’s division was held in reserve
near the town. ) _

No movement of importaunce ocenrred nntil Monday evening. It was
deemed necessary to liold a hill situated about 600 yards in advance of
Hanson’s brigade, as it commanded tbe sloping hill-sides toward the
river in front, and from it the right of Geperal Polk’s line could be enfi-
laded. In the evening the enemy attempted to take this position, bgt
was vigorously repulsed by a portion of Hanson’s brigade, and the hiil
was occupied by our batteries.

3Jlguringp Monday night the cavalry of Briggldier-(}ener_al Wheeler, at-
tached to my corps, was moved from our right by a circuitous route
throngh Jefferson and La Vergne against the commuuications of the
enemy. After making an entire eircuit of the enemy’s lines, this daring
officer, having inflicted severe injury by the destruction of several hun-
dred wagons and many small-arms, and by the capture of several bun-
dred prisoners, returned through Nolensville and Triune to Murfrees-
borougl. .

The next day (Tuesday, the 30th) heavy skirmishing toqk place on our
left, between the right of the enemy and the command of Lientenan t-Gen-
eral Polk. )

In the afterncon of that day I received instructions from the com-
manding general to proceed to the left, to take command of McCown's
division, to place it inr position, and to move Cleburne's division from our
extreme right in the sawme directiou. The order was communicated to
Cleburne, and I proceeded at once to the left. 1 found McCown’s d,ww:
ion, consisting of three Lrigades, in two lines-—Ector’s and Raing’ bri
gades in the first, and McNair's in the second line, with Rains’ brigade
50 sitnated as to be enfiladed by a battery from the enemy. ' Orders were
given to rectify the position of Rains, and to place McNair on the first
line. Cleburne's division was bronght forward and placed 500 yards in
rear of McCown, as a second line. During the night, the commanding

eneral having determined to attack the enemy on our left, Brigadier-
%eneral Wharton was ordered to repert to me, and 1 was instructed,
with the two divisions mentioned and Wharton’s cavalry, to commenco
the attack atdawn the next morning. The new position which my com-
mand now vecapied is embraced in the angle between Fhe Salem turn-
pike and the Triune road. About Lalf & mile from Murfreesborough, on
the Naghville road, the Wilkinson turnpike diverges to the left, passing
nearly equidistant between it and the Triune road. Bach of these roads
crosses Stone’s River about 14 miles west of the town. Theriver makesa

" bend in the shape of a horseshoe to the west, and the roads cross at the

bases of the bend. The enemy’s right was about three-quarters of amile
beyond the river, with their line south of the Triune road, and extending
almost northwardly toward the Wilkinson pike and the Nashville road.
The force under my immediate comwand Wednesday morning was 10,045
infantry and artillery, under McCown and Cleburne, and 2,000 cavalry,
under Brigadier-General Wharton. )

1 ordered Wharton to make a detour of the enemy’s right, and to fall
upon their flank and rear, while the infantry and artillery moved upoL
them in front. He dashed forward at a gallop at daybreak, and soon
reached the Wilkinson turnpike, 23 miles in the rear. With Colone
[John T.] Cox’s command [First Coufederate Cavalry], he charged with
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%reut impetuosity and took prisouners the Seventy-fifth IHinois Regiment.
aptain {8, P.] Christian, of the Texas Rangers [Eighth Texas Cavalry),
with four companies, at the same time charged and took a complete bat-
tery of the enemy, with all its guns, caissous, horses, and artillerists,
By these dashes 1,500 prisoners fell into our bands, Whartou after-
ward swept around toward the Nashville turnpike, and found the enemy’s
cavalry in position to defend their menaced trains. Harrison, Ashby,
and Hardy were ordered to charge. This was met by a counter-charge
of the enemy, supposed to be the Fourth Regular Cavalry, who were
routed in confusion. The entire cavalry force of the enemy was de-
ployed beyond this point.  Wharton’s entire brigade was now ordered to
charge; 2,000 horsemen dashed forward to the assault. The Geld was
favorable, the charge irresistible, the conflict short. The enemy fled in
wild dismay 2 miles beyond Overall’s Creek, leaving in our hands several
hundred wagons, 400 additional prisoners, and several pieces of artillery,

The conduct of Wharton and his brigade cannot be oo highly com-
mended. After a day of brilliant achievements, he covered the left of
my infantry at night.

Major-Genperal MeCown having failed to get MeNair's brigade on the
line of battle Tuesday night, as directed by me, the brigade was moved
into position early the next morning, and McCown advanced with his
division against the enemy, about 600 yards distant, with McNair on the
right of Ector and with Rains’ brigade on the left. The division of
Major General Cleburne was about 500 yards in rear of McCown, as a
second line. The two divisions were posted on the left of Lieatenant-
General Polk’s command. The troops advanced with animation and
soon became hotly engaged. The enemy were broken and driven
through a cedar brake after a rapid and successful charge by McCown's
command, in which Brigadier General [August] Willich and many pris-
oners were taken,

A signal instance of courage was shown by Col. J. C. Burks, of the
Eleventh Texas. This brave officer, though mortally wonnded, still led
and cheered on his regiment until he fell exhausted at its head.

Another instance was shown by Sergt. A. Sims, flag-bearer of the
Tenth Texas, who, seeing a Federal flag-bearer endeavoring to rally his
regiment, sprang forward, seized the standard, and iv the struggle both
were shot down, waving their flags with their last breath. The Federal
flag was captured.

I had ordered McCown and Cleburne, as they crushed the line of the
enemy, to swing round Ly a continued change of direction to the right,
with Polk’s left: as a pivot, while Wharton was to make a diversion on their
Hank and rear. This was done by Cleburne, but was not so promptly
executed by McCown, on aceount of the position of the enemy in his front,
McCown continued westwardly, fighting toward Overall’s Creek, far to
our left, while Cleburne, executing the maneuver, changed his direction
northeastwardly toward the Wilkinson turopike, which placed him on
the right of McCown and filled the interval between McCown and Polk,
The line, now single and without support, engaged and drove the enemy
with great carnage throngh the fields and cedar brakes which lie between
the Triane and Wilkinson roads. Before this gap in the line was filled
by Cleburpe, McCown's right flank was exposed. McNair halted his bri.
gade, while Liddell advanced gallantly, filling (ke interval, covered Mec-
Nairsunprotected right, and engaged a superior force of the enemy posted
behind a rail fence. These two brigades charged the enemy with impet-
uosity, took their battery, and pursued theirbroken and fleeing regiments
before Ector and Rrins could be brought into action.

— )
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(Fenera. MeXNair left a sick bed to enter the battle, and after conduct-
ing his brigade with gallantry, becoming exhausted, was ordered to re.
tire trom the field. The command then develved upon Colonel [R. W.*
Harper.

B;r) this time Liddell, who was upon the left of Johnson's brigade, had
become separated trom Cleburne’s division by following the movement
of M¢Cown. The command was pear the Wilkinson turnpike, at a point
where the enemy had establisbed a bospital. They had driven them
nearty 2 miles. The men were greatly fatigued and their ammunition
exhausted. As soon as this was replenished, I ordered them again to
advance. Rains’ brigade being fresh, was brought forward to the right
to attack a battery, while Ector’s, McNair's, and Liddell’s brigades
moved forward in the direction of the Nashville road. Ector and Har-
per, though enfiladed by a battery, forced their way through a cedar
brake in which the enemy were posted, while Rains advanced upon the
battery. Unfortunately, this brave officer and accomplished gentleman
fell, shot through the heart, and his brigaderecoiled in confusion. Ector
and Harper were ordered to fall back under cover, while {J. T.] Hum-
phreys’ battery bravely engaged sixteen pieces of the enemy until our
infantry were sheltered. )

The divisions of MeCown and Cleburne in single line had now driven
the enemy, with great slaughter, for several miles through the cedar
brakes toward the Nashvilleturnpike. Cleburne (originally formed with
Brigadier-General Polk’s brigade on the right, Johnson’s in the center,
and LiddelVs ou the left, with Wood’s in reserve) had engaged the enemy
shortly after McCown commenced the attack. Havingchanged direction
toward the northeast, he encountered their first line, posted behind fences
and in dense thickets, a little north of the Triune road. In the open
ground beyond were other lines and batteries. Limestone rocks in the
thickets furnished the enemy admirable natoral defenses. The division
dashed forward, and, after a bloody struggle of half an hour, burled the
first, line back upon the second, which, in turn, was broken, and the
mingled lines were driven in disorder toward the Wilkinson turnpike.
Wood’s brigade dispersed the One hundred and first Ohio and the bri-
gade composed of the Thirty-eighth Illinois, the Twenty-first, Eighty-
first, and Fifteenth Wisconsin. The Seventeenth Tennessee captured
a Michigan battery, while the Second Arkansas [Mounted Rifles*] again
routed the Twenty-second Indiana, capturing its colonel. This regi-
ment is the same that the Second Arkansas had routed at Perryville,
and which, during the campaign of last year, had behaved with such
barbarity to the people of Arkansas. It was in this conflict that Colonel
[A. 8.] Marks, of the Seventeenth Teunnessee Regiment, was severely
woupded while gallantly leading and encouraging his men. It was also
in this conflict that Liddell’s and Johnson’s brigades suffered their great-
estloss. Theenemy several times attempted to make a stand, but were
each time forced back. Qur troops were vigorously pressing forward,
when a third line, strongly supported by artillery, stood revealed on the
south side of the turnpike. The cannonade was fierce, but could not
check our advance. After a stubborn combat the enemy were broken,
and fled to the cedar brakes between the Nashville and Wilkinson turn-

ikes.
P Cleburne was now in advance of Cheatham and Withers, and as he
crossed the open grounds near the turnpike he was enfiladed by a bat-
tery posted on an eminence directly on his right flank. Captain {T. R.
Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery of Cleburne’s division, placed (J. H.

* Dismounted.
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Calvert’s and |Put.] Darden’s batteries in position near the Wilkinson
turnpike, and boldly engaged some heavy rifled batteries of the enemy.
This officer nobly discharged his duty, and was twice wounded. The
First Arkansas and the Fifth Confederate afterward charged the bat-
teries, and captured four of the guns. Several colors, a large number
of prisoners, medical stores, hospitals, ammunition trains, and caissons,
were captured in this conflict. The battle at this point was bloody.
Here General [Joshua W.] 8ill, of the Federal Army, was slain.

Cleburne had now driven back all the forces of the enemy beyond the
Wilkinson road, when apother line was displayed in the cover of the
sedar woods between the Wilkinson and Nashville turnpikes. Wood,
Polk, abd Johnson charged this line, receiving a heavy fire. Here Lien-
tenant-Colonel [Don] McGregor, of the First Arkansas, and Major [J.
T.] McReynolds, of the Thirty-seventh Tennessee, two brave officers, fell,
mortally wounded. Brigadier-General Liddell attacked the enemy near
the left of Brigadier-General Johnson, whom he had rejoined, and, after
an obstinate conflict, threw theminto confusion. Here Col. S8amuel [G.]
Smith, of the Sixth and Seventh Arkansas,and Colonel [John H.] Keily,
of the Eighth Arkansas, both gallant officers, were wounded ; and here
Lieutenant-Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, courage-
ously bore the colors of his regiment to the front, while Private J. K.
Leslie, of the same regiment, captured the colors of the enemy with his
own hands. A portion of Cleburne’s division was repulsed, but, after &
bloody combat, the enemy were finally dislodged. On our right their
lines remained unbroken, With our inferior numbers no further advance
could be bazarded until all my forces were collected. Wood, having
fallen back for ammunition, was detained to protect the ordnance train.
The remaining brigades oceupied the cedar brakes and fields near the
Nashvilleroad. The command of Cleburne was now reformed, and about
3 o’clock he essayed again to rout a fresh line of the enemy near the Nash.
ville turnpike. The enemy were again broken withheavy loss. Johnson's
brigade was conspicuous in the conflict, in which the brigade of Preston
Smith also shared. It was now past 3 o'clock. In moving through the
open grounds to drive the enewmy from the last positions they held near
the railroad, a fierce and destructive enfilading fire of artillery was poured
upon the right of Cleburne’s division from batteries massed near the
railrcad embankments. At this critical moment the enemy brought
up a fresh line to oppose our wearied troops. Our ammunition was
exhansted. Smith's brigade recoiled in confusion.” Johnson and Polk
followed, and the division was repulsed. It was rallied and reformed in
the edge of the cedar woods, about 400 yards in rear of the most ad-
vanced position we had won. Brigadier-General Polk in this conflict
suffered very severely, but, while we sustained, we inflicted great loss.

When I withdrew from the extreme right, Tuesday evening, Major-
General Breckinridge's division was left in its original position on the
Lebanon road. Brigadier-General Jackson having reported to me with
his brigade, it was posted on the east side of the Lebanon road, to the
right of Adams’ brigade. These five brigades, under Major-General
Breckinridge, remained in position from Sunday to Wednesday without
any material event, except a skirmish tor an artillery position, already
mentioned.

About 11 o’elock Wednesday the brigades of Adams and Juckson
were, in obedience to orders of the commaunding general, sent across
the river to the assistance of Lieutenant-General Polk, who was re-
ported to be hard pressed. COrossing the ford about midday, they were
formed near the intersection of the Nashville Railroad and turnpike,
with their right stretehing to the river, and were moved down the Nasb-

g
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sille turnpike apd railroad against the center of the enemy, passiog in
the direction of the burnt brick building known as the Cowan house.
The brigade of Jackson passed by those of Chalmers and Donelson in
the direction of the Cowan house, while Adams’, extending toward the
river, attacked the enemy between 1 and 2 o'clock. A desperate strug-
gle for a passage down the Nashville road ensued just before Cleburne
became engaged agninst their right, 2 miles farther on. The foree was
anequal to the task. It recoiled atter aloss of one-third of the command.

A short time after, Preston and Palmer were ordered to ¢ross the ford,
to continue the same movement, and Hanson’s brigade alone remained
on the east side of Stone’s River. They reached the ground just after
Jackson and Adams were repulsed, General Adams having been
wounded while gallantly conducting his brigade. They were quickly
formed under the immedinte command of Major-General Breckinridge,
and moved across the plain in fine order under the fire of the enemy’s
artillery. ) ] o

Many wen and officers were killed along the line, the principal loss
falling upon Preston’s brigade. The Twentieth Tennessee, of Preston’s
brigade, vainly endeavored near the river to earry a battery, and, after
a heavy loss, including their gallant commander, Colonel [T. B.] Smith,
who was severely wouuded, was compeiled to fall back under cover.
Palmer, being farther on the left, suifered but little. The remaining
regiments of Preston’s brigade encountered great difficulty in passing
the fences and pickets at the Cowan house, and, beipg exposed te an
enfilading fire of infantry and artillery at short range, were thrown into
some confusion. They were soon rallied, and, rushing forward with
cheers across the intervening space, entered the cedar brakes in front.

At 4 o'clock our line was almost parallel with the Nashville turnpike for
about 2 miles, stretching from the point of woods near the Cowan house
toward Overall’s Creek. Preston oceupied the extreme right of wy line,
and the divisions of Cleburne and MeCown extended northwest, almost
paralle] with the railroad. Liddell’s brigade formed the extreme left.
The enemy occupied the ground northwest of the railroad, lying between
it and Stone’s River, toward Nashville. Here they massed a vast strength
of artillery and infantry. Their right had been completely turned,
crushed, and beaten back for more than 3 miles. Great confosion pre-
vailed, but their strength was still such that we could not undertake to

force the position without unwise hazard, We had lost nearly a third of

the commands engaged. If, at the moment when the enemy weredriven
from the thick woods north of the Wilkinson turnpike, a fresh division
conld have replaced Cleburne’s exhausted troops and followed up the
victory, the rout of Rosecrans’ army would have been complete. The
interval required to collect and reform our lines, now shattered by four
successive conflicts, was occupied by the enemy in planting heavy bat-
teries and massing fresh colamns of infantry to oppose our further ad-
vance. I sent for re-enforcements. The commanding general replied he
had none to give me. Hansoun’s brigade alone remnained fresh and un-
fought. The enemy lay beyond the range of our guns, securely sheltered
behind the strong defense of the railroad embankment, with wide, open
fields intervening, which were swept by their superior artillery. It would
have been folly, not valor, to assail them in this position. I gave the
order to hold the wood, 400 yards in rear of the advanced position we had
won, and to bivouac for the night.

During the day the men and officers of my command had displayed
the most splendid courage. Twenty-three pieces of canvon and more
than 4,000 prisoners, with a corresponding nuwmber of small-arms, re-

warded their valor. With 12,000 men of all arms, we had driven back.
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and utterly routed McCook’s corps, ascertained by his captured returng
to have been 18,000 strong, and several brigades and divisions which it
is known were sent to his support.

For 3 milea in our rear, amid the thick cedars and the open fields,
where the Federal lines had been originally formed, their dead and their
dying, their hospitals, and the wreck of that portion of their army marked
our victorious advance. Our bivouac fires were lighted at night within
500 yards of the railroad embankment, behind which their disordered
battalions sought shelter.

Wednesday night was elear and cold. The armies maintained their
relative positions. Some picket skirmishing oceurred during the night.
No action of importance nor material change of position occurred until
abous 2 o’clock in the afternoon of Friday, January 2. The command-
ing general, anxious to secure a position on the east bank of the river,
from which he could enfilade the lines of the enemy, ordered Major-Gen-
eral Breekinridge, with his entire divisiou, to seize a hill about 1,600 yards
in front of the position occupied by Hansow's brigade. Atd4 o’clock the
division moved forward. It swept over the crest of the hill, routing a
division of the enemy, who fled in disorder across the stream, after leav-
ing many killed, wounded, and prisoners. Our men pursued them with
great ardor. A division reported to be that of Geoeral [J. 8.] Negley,
and a brigade under General Porter [Palmer], held the opposite side of
theriver. This fresh force poured a withering fire from an advantageous
position upon ourmeu. Breckinridge’s division, after a bloody struggle
not exceeding forty minutes, in which at least 1,200 men were killed and
wounded, was repulsed. Many brave men and able officers fell in the
attack. Among the latter Brigadier-General {R. W.] Hanson, a spirited
and intrepid officer, was mortally wounded early in the action. As this
movement was made without iy knowledge, and under the immediate
supervision of Major-General Breckinridge, I refer to his report for de-
tails.

Friday night, the commanding geveral, apprehending an attack on
our right, east of Stone’s River, ordered me to withdraw Cleburue’s and
McCown’s divisions from the left, and to place them in their original
positivus—the former in rear of Breckinridge's line, the latter in reserve.
These divisions did not get into position until late that night. Cold and
drenching rain set in and continued throughout the succeediug day.
The enemy manpifested no disposition to attack, but our troops, being
worn down by the hardships of their winter bivouaes aud the exhaustion
of battle, and the commanding general having received information that
the enemy were being largely re-enforced, be determined to re*re.

In obedience to his orders, on the moruing of Jannary 4, I withdrew
my command by the Manchester road to Tuliaboma, in good order and
withount molestation.

It is worthy of remark that at Murfreesborough, whenever the fight
was confined prineipally to musketry, and the enemy had vo advantage
in artillery, we were successful. It was only when they Lad wassed
heavy batteries, under cover of the railroad cmbankments, that we were
repulsed. In every form of contest in which mechanical instruments,
requiring skill and heavy wachinery to make them, can be used, the
Federals are our superiors. In every form of contest in which manly
courage, patient endurance, aud brave impulse are the gualities and
conditions necessary to smccess, we have invariably been successful.
Loug-range canuon and improved projectiles can be wade ouly by great
mechanical skill, keavy machinery, avd abundant resources. The enemy
is, therefore, superior in artillery. Infantry coastitutes the great arm
of the service, and its appointments and equipments are simple. The
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Federal infantry, unsupported by artillery, bas vot in a single instance
fonght successfully with ours when the odds were less than three to
two.

I herewith inclose a tabular statement (A), which exhibits the losses
sustained by the divisions of McCown, Breckinridge, and Cleburne,
and the brigades of Jackson and Wharton, amounting to 5,663 in killed,
wounded, and missing.

To the officers and men of my command 1 return wy heartfelt thanks
for the ability and striking courage displayed by them at Murfreesbor-
ough. The field required that much should be confided to the command-
ers of divisions, brigades, and regiments, and it iy tome a grateful duty
to acknowledge how well these officers merited my confidence. The
men illustrated the day by a discipline, courage, and devotion never
surpassed. In the reportsof my subordinate commanders will be found
many instances of individual heroism which the limits of this report will
not permit me to record. .

My thanks are due to ihe wmembers of my staff, namely: Maj. T. B.
Roy, chief of staff; Capt. D. H. Poole, assistant adjutant-general ; Capt.
D. (. White, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Maj. W. D. Pickett,
assistant inspector-general; Capt. S. L. Black, assistant inspector-
general; Lieut. T. W, Hunt, assistant inspector-general; Lieut. W. W,
Wilkins, aide-de-camp; Maj. L, Hoxton, chief of artillery ; Maj. J. M.
Kennard, chief of ordnance ; Surg. A. L. Breysacher, nedical inspector;
Maj. C W. Gassett, chief quartermaster; Maj. W. E. Moore, chief of
subsistence, and to General W, C. Whitthorne, adjutant-general of the
State of Tennessee, and Capt. [Maj.] Thomas Claiborne, C. 8. Army,
who volunteered their services.

My thanks are also especially due to Capts. 5. W. Presstman and J. W,
Green, of the engineer corps, for active and efficient service, and to
Surg. D. W. Yandell, my medical director, to whose good management

I am indebted for Laving both wy own and the Federal wonnded in
Wednesday’s fight rapidly removed from the field and cared for before
midnight.

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servaant,
W. J. HARDFEE,
Lieutenant-General.
Lieut. Col. GEORGE WILLIAM DRENT,
Asgsistant Adjutant-General.

A,

Tabular siatemeni of killed, wounded, and nissing, {0 accompany Lisutenant-General
Hardee's report of the battle of Murfressborough.

Command, Commander. % g

HARDEE'S CORPB.
Breckinridge's ‘Tivision. ;

Patimer's bri E e Colonel PAIMOT .. ... eeeeeneenneanst A au 52
Pret:t:;‘.a b ee Brigadier-General Preaton............ 58 384 ”
Adams' brigade? .. ....| Brigadier-General Adama ............ 112 445 146
Hanaon's brigade . Brigadier-General Hapson.- .. ...... .. LY 273 Bl
Total Breckinrtdge's division._.. .. Major-(General Brockinridge......... Yoogg | 1,426 378

t

* Brigadier-General Pillow assigned to command previous to action, Jannary 2.
t Colonel Gibeon in command after General Adams waa wounded.
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Tabular statement of killed, wounded, and missing. 40.—Continued.

I 'S; B a
Commond. . Comuwander. LB ; E
1 g i i
7:_ - o ) [ B -]
Gleburne’s Divirion. ' o
Wood's brigade. .. i J
3 L L TRy Brigadier-General Wood..........
L?(l;gzﬁ:‘:%?;;ﬂgo i mee-eesec-ovi-....; Brigadier-General Jog?:lson ! [ i:g ]
Boirn trimagade ---- i Brigadier-General Liddell .. P86 503 18
Folic's brigade. ... --! Brigadier-General Polk.............. |30 ;| 1
B St AL L LT P RPN SOPRRNY 2 |emnnan
Total Cleburne’s division.... ... - Major-Goneral Clebarne. ............. 4 20 1,627 207
McCoun’s Divivion (unattcched). i ! __f ‘ ‘
Ector' :
e?or’shl;iﬂgln‘;i: .......................... i Brigadier-General Eetor.............. ‘ 20 ; 275 29
Dnine brignds ~| Brigadier.General Rains. .10 Doa| | 15
McNairs | 48 oo Brigadier-General McNair T42. 330 52
B T D | 21 2 1
Total McCown's division.......... ; Major-General MeCown ..............| 9. 781! 107
Jackeon's brigede {unattached). ... .. .. .. | Brig. Gen.J. K. Jackson ... . T aly 22
Wharton's bri | N v
nsbngndaufuwlry..........“; Brigadier-General Wharton ..........[| 20 ‘_El 113
Grand total Hardes's corps..... ... : Lisutensnt-General Hardes .......... 850 3_4,57~i—¥3
‘ i : |
RECAPITULATION.
I A
| .
Command. i | E ! g
¥ & ;8
= 2 t&g!|%
. B 1@ &
Breckinridge's division. . i ! i -
Cleburne's division... o 21 Lon | | oo
McCown's diviaion ... Mo o
Jackeon's brigade ..., 0l w1V 203
Wharton's brigade ... . .o..iiaeioii i aanes ;(ll fgf LY e
................... 264
Grand total........... i
............................................. 4,207 , 803 | 5 684

[Addenda.]

HpQRs. HARDEE’S &?RPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
lahoma, Tenn., January 17, 1863
CoLoNEL: I h it 1 lowing repor ;
G prosent for dutya:gﬁi ntlatail i];o::;l to submit the following report of the
Docember, 1865 y corps on the morning of the 31st of

Breckinridi;a's division:

Brown’s [Palmer’ i
Adame’ bgiga.dee. B] bngmo R SR W
T T R e
Proston's brigae. -« nn oI 1851
Cleburne’a division : 6.5
Wood’s brigade.coeen ceeen oeo..
Johnson’s rigade........---_.:.: ------------------------ . I’ 55
Liddell’s brigade ...... ...... S LU
Pollde brigage.. oo oon LI U3
............. \
— 612
Total ceun v e e Ea

Discrepancies in the rela.uve stre the bri

_ Diserepancies ngth of the brigades of B in-

ridge’s division in the present report, a8 compared with previous r;?)%l:'::
t
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are explained by the fact that the reorganization of that division was
perfected by several transfers of regiments only on the day previous to
the battle of Murfreesborough.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. J. HARDEE,

Liewtenant- General,

Col, GEORGE WILLIAM BRENT,
Asgistant Adjutant- General.

Hoqrs. HARDEE'S CORPS, ARMY OF 'TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, April 20, 1863.
dieuce to instructions from headquarters of the
or to forward herewith the names of officers who
onspicuous for their valor, to be
and on one of the reserve

CoLONEL: In obe
army, I have the hon
fell at the battle of Murfreesborough, ¢
inscribed on the battery of Liddell’s brigade,

batteries:

Liddell's battery—Lieut. Col. Don. McGregor, First Arkansas; Capt.
James T. Armstrong, Company E, Sixth Arkansas ; Firat. Lieut. H. C.
Collier, Company H, Second Arkansas, and Tirst Lieut. H. J. McCurdy,

Eighth Arkansas.

Reserve Battery.—Maj. Henry C. Ewin, Forty-fourth Tennessee Reg-
iment; Maj. James T. McReynolds, Thirty-seventh Tennessee Regi-
ment; Capt. E. Eldridge Wright, Wright's battery, and Capt. Edwin
Allen, Company C, Twenty-sixth Tennessee Regiment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
w. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant-General.

QOol. GEORGE WILLIAM BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of Tennessee.

No. 225,

Report of Maj. Gen. Joln C. Breskinridge, C. 8. Army, commanding First
Division, with appendiz by General Bragy.

HEADQUARTERS BRECKINRIDGE'S DIVISION,
January —, 1863.
operations of this division, of Lieuten-

I have the honor to report the
he recent battles of Stone’s River, in

ant-Generat Hardee’s corps, in ¢
front of Murfreesborough.

Phe character and course of Stone’s River, and the nature of the ground
in front of the town, are well known, and a8 the report of the general
commanding will, no doabt,be accompanied by a sketeh, it is not neces-

sary to describe them here.
On the morning of Sunday, December 28, the brigades moved from
their encampments and took up line of battle abont 13 miles from Mur-
Adamy brigade on the right, with

freesborough in the following order:
its right resting on the Lebanon road, and its left extending toward the
ford over Stone’s River, a short «listance below the destroyed bridge on

the Nashville turnpike ; Preston on the left of Adams; Palmer on the
left of Preston, and Hanson forming the left of the line, with his left
resting on the right bank of the river near the ford. The right of Major-
General Withers, of Lieutenant-General Polk’s corps, rested near the
1aft hank of the river and slightly in advance of Hanson's left.
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Brigadier-General Jackson, having reported to me with his command,
was placed, by the direction of the lieutenant-general commanding,
upon the east side of the Lebanou road, on commanding ground, a little
in advance of the right of Brigadier-General- Adawms.

My division formed the front line of the right wing of the army;
Major-General Cleburne’s division, drawn up some 600 yards in rear,
formed the second line of the same wing, while the division of Major-
General McCown, under the immediate direction of the general com-
manding, composed the reserve.

My line extended from left to right along the edge of a forest, save
an open space of 400 yards, which was occupied by Wright's battery,
of Preston’s brigade, with the Twentieth Tennessee in reserve to sup-
port it. An open field 800 yards in width extended along mearly the
whole front of the line, and was bounded on the opposite side by a line
of forest similar to that occupied by us. In the opinion of the lieuten-
ant-general commanding (who had twice ridden carefully over the
ground with me) and the general commanding (who had personally in-
spected the lines), it was the strongest position the nature of the ground
would allow.

About 600 yards in front of Hanson's center was an eminence which
it was deemed important to hold. It commanded the ground sloping
toward the river in its front and on its left, and also the plain on the
west bank occupied by the right of Withers' live. Colouel [T, H.] Hunt,
with the Forty-first Alabawa, the Sixth and Ninth Kentueky, and
Cobb'’s battery, all of Banson's brigade, was ordered to take and hold
this hill, which he did, repulsing several brisk attacks of the enemy, and
lostng some excellent officers and meb. A few hundred yards to the left
and rear of this position a small earthwork, thrown up under the direc-
tion of Major [R. E.] Graves, my chief of artillery, was held during a
part of the operations by Semple’s battery of Napoleen guns.

In the afternoon of Tuesday, the 30th, I received intelligence from
Licotenant-General Hardee that the divisions of Cleburne and McCown
were to be trausferred to the extreme left, and soon after an order came
to me from the general commanding to bold the hill at all hazards. I
immediately moved the remainder of Hansow’s brigade to the hill, and
strengthened Cobb’s battery with a section frow [C. I.] Lumedeu’s bat-
tery and a seetion from {C., H.] Slocomb’s Washington Artillery. At
the same time Adams brigade was moved from the right and formed on
the ground originally occupied by Hanson’s brigade. Jacksou was
moved to the west side of the Lebanon road, to connect with the general
line of batile,

All the ground east of Stone’s River was now to be held by one divis-
jon, which, in a single line, did not extend from the ford to the Lebanon
road. 1 did not change my general line, since a position in advance,
bestdes being less favorable in other respects, would have widened con-
giderably the interval between my right and the Lebanon road. The
enemy did not again attack the hill with infantry, but oar troops there
continned to suffer during all the operations, from heavry shelling. Qur
artillery at that position often did good service in diverting the enemy’s
fire from our attacking lines of infantry, and especiaily on ‘Wednesday,
the 31st, succeeded in breaking several of their formations on the west
bank of the river.

On the morning of Wednesday, the 31st, the battie opened on our left.
From my front, information came to me from { John] Pegram’s cavalry
force in advance that the enemy, having crossed at the fords below,
were moving on my position in line of battle. This proved to be incor-
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rect, and it is to be regretted that sufficient care was nos taken by the
authors of the reports 1o discriminate rumor from fact.

Abont 10.30 a. w. 1 received, through Col. J. Stoddard Johnston, a
supgestion from the general commanding to move against the enemy
instead of awaiting lis attack.* 1 preferred to fight on thye ground I
tben vecupied, but supposing that the object of the general wus tocreate
4 diversion in favor of our left, my line, except Hanson's brigade, was
put in motion in the divection frow which the enemy was supposed to
be advancing. We had marched about half a mile when 1 received,
through Colonel Jobuston, an order from the general commanding to
send at least one brigade to the support of Lientepaut-General Tolk,
who was hard pressed, and, as I recollect, two, if I could spare thew,. 1
immediately sent Adars and Jackson, and at the same time suspended
my wovement, and sent forward Capt. E. M. Blackburn, with several
of my escort, and Captain Coleman and Lieut. Thomas B. Darragh,
of my staff, with orders to tind and report with certainty the position
and movements of the eneiny. Soon after au order came from the gen-
eral commanding to continue the movement. The line again advanced
but had pot proceeded tar when I received an order from the generai
commanding, throngh Colonel Johnston, repeated by Colonel Grenfell,
to leave Hanson in position ou the hill, and with the remainder of my
command to report &t once to Lieutenant-General Polk. The brigades
of Preston and Palmer were immediately moved by the flank toward the
ford before referred to, and the order of the gencral executed with great
rapidity.

In the mean time, riding forward to the position oecupied by the gen-
eral commanding and Lieutenant-General Polk, pear the west bank of
the river,and a little below the ford, I arrived in time to see at a distance
the Lrigades of Jackson and Adams recoiling from a very hot fire of
the enemy. [ wasdirected by Lieutenant-General Polk to form wmy line,
with its right resting on the river and its left extending across.the opeu
field, crossing the Nashville turnpike almost at a right angle. While
my troops were crossing the river, and getting into line, I rode forward
with a portion of my staff, assisted by gentlemen of the staffs of Gen-
erals Bragg and Polk, to rully and form Adams’ brigade, which was fall-
ing back chiefly between the turnpike and the river. Jackson, mnugl
cut up, bad retired farther toward our left. The brigade of Brigadier-
General Adams was rallied and placed in line across the field, behind
a low und very imperfect breastwork of earth and rails. These brigades
did not again enter the actiou that day, which, indeed, closed soon after
with the charge of Preston and Palmer. They had suffered severely in
an attack upon superior numbers, very strongly posted and sustained by
numerous and poweriul batteries, which had repulsed all preceding as-
saults. The list of casunalties shows the courage and determination of
these troops.

General Adams having received a wound while gallantly leading Lis
brigaile, the command devolved upon Col. R. L. Gibson, who discharged
its duties thronghout with warked courage and skill.

Preston and Palmer being now in line, Preston on the right, Lieuten-
ant-General Polk directed me to advance across the plain until I encount-
ered the eneny. The right of wy line rested ou the river (and. frum
the conrse of the stream, would in advancing rest on or very near it)
while the left touched a skirt of woods from which the enemj‘ had beei;

*1 find that Colonel Johustou regarded it as an order, bns, as I moved at once, it i
not waterial. :
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driven during the day. At the opposite extremity of the plain a cedar.
brake extended in front of Palmer's whole line and two-thirds of Pres-
tou’s line, the remaining space to the river being comparatively open,
with commanding swells, and through this ran the railroad and turnpike
nearly side by side. It was supposed that the enemy’s line was parallel
to ours, but the result showed that, in advancing, our right and kis left
at the point of contact would form an acnte angle. These two brigades,
passing over the troops lying behind the rails, moved across the plain
in very fine order under the fire of the enemy’s artillery. We had ad.
vanced but a short distance when Colonel [T.] O’Hara (my acting ad-
jutant-general) called my attention to a new battery in the act of taking
position in front of our right, between the turnpike and the river. I
immediately sent him back to find some artillery to engage the enemy’s
battery. He found and placed in position the Washington Artillery.
About the same time Capt. E.P. Byrne reported his battery to me, and
received an order to take the best position he could find and engage the
enemy. He succeeded in opening on them after our line had passed
forward.

A number of officers and men were killed along the whole ling, butin
this charge the chief loss fell upon Prestou’s right and center. His cas.
nalties amounted to 153.

The Twentieth Tennessee, after driving the enewy on the right of the
turnpike, and taking 25 prisouers, was compelled to fall back before a
very heavy artillery and musketry fire, Colonel Smith, commanding,
being severely wounded, but it kept the prisoners and soon rejoined the
command. The Fourth Florida and Sixtieth North Carolina encount-
ered serions difficulty at a burnt house (Cowan’s) on the left of the turn-
pike from fences and other obstacles, and were, for a little while, thrown
into some confusion. Here for several minutes they were exposed to
a destructive and partially enfilading fire at short range of artillery
and infantry ; but they were soon rallied by their gallant brigade com-
mander, and, rushing with cheers across the intervening space, entered
the cedar glade. The enemy had retired from the cedars, and was in
position in a field to the front and right. By changing the front of the
command slightly forward to the right, my line was brought parallel to
that of the enemy, and was formed near the edge of the cedars.

Abont this time, meeting Lientenant-General Hardee, we went together
to the edge of the tield to examine the position of the enemy, and found
him strongly posted in two lines of battle, supported by numerocus bat-
teries. One of his lines had the protection of the railroad cut, forming
an excellent breastwork. We had no artillery, the nature of the ground
forbidding its use. It was deemed reckless to attack with the force
present.

Night was now approaching. Presently the remainder of Lieutenant-
General Hardee’s corps came up on the left, and, with McCown’s com-
mand and a part of Cheatham’s, prolonged the line of battle in that
direction. Adams’ brigade also appeared and formed on the right of
Preston. The troops bivouacked in position.

The commanding general, expecting an attack upon his right the next
morning, ordered me during tbe night to recross the river with Palmer’s
brigade. Before daylight Thursday morning, Palmer was v position on
the right of Hanson. No general engagement occurred ou this day, the
troops generally being employed in replenishing the ammunition, cook-
ing rations, and obtaining some repose.

On Friday, January 2, being desirous to ascertain if the enemy was
establishing himself ou the east baok of the river, Lieutenant Colonel
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{Joun A.] Buckner and Major Graves, with Captain (Edward P.] Byrne's

attery, and a portion of the Washington Artillery, under Lientenant
[W.] C. D. Vaught, went forward to our line of skirmisbers toward the
right and engaged those of the enemy, who had advanced, perhaps, 1,000
vards from the east bank of the river. They soon revealed a strong line
of skirmiskers, which was driven back a considerable distance by our
sharpshooters and artillery, the latter firing several houses in the fields
in which the enemy had taken shelter. At the same time, accompanied
by Major [W. D.] Pickett, of Lieutenant-General Hardee's staff, and by
Maj. James Wilson, Colonel [T.] O’Hara, and Lientenant ][J. Cabell|
Breckinridge, of my own, 1 proceeded toward the left of our line of skir-
mishers, which passed through a thick wood about 500 yards in froni of
Hauson’s position and extended to the river. Directing Captain {Chris.]
Bosche, of the Ninth, and Captain [Thomas] Stecle, [ir.,] of the Fourth
Kentucky, to drive back the enemy’s skirmishers, we were enabled tu
see that he was occupying with infantry and artillery the crest of a gen-
tle slope on the east bank of the river. The course of the crest formed
a little less than a right angle with Hauson’s line, from which the cen-
ter of the position I was afterward ordered to attack was distant abont
1.600 yards. It extended along ground part open and part woodland,
While we were endeavoring to ascertain the force of the enemy and the
relation of the ground on the east bank to that on the west bank of the
river, I received an order from the commanding general to Teport o him
in person, Ifound him on the westbank, near the ford below the Lridge,
and received from him an order to form my division in two lines and
take the crest I have just described with the infantry. After doing this
1 was to bring ap the artillery and establishi it on the crest, so as at
once to hold it and enfilade the euemy’s lines on the other side of the
river. Pegram and Wharton, who, with some cavalry and a battery,
were beyond the point where my right would rest when the new line of
battle should be formed, were directed, as the general informed me, to
protect my right and co-operate in the attack. {laptaiu Robertson was
directed to report to me with his own and Sewple’s batteries of Napo-
leon gups. Captain Wright, wiro with his battery had been detached
some days before, was ordered to join his brigade (Preston’s), The bri-
gades of Adams and Preston, wlich were left on the west side of the
river Wednesday night, had beeu ordered to rejoin me. At the momeut
of my advance, our artillery iu the center and on the left was to open
on the enemy. Oue gun from our center was the signal for the attack.
The commanding general desired that the movement should be made
with the least possible «delay.

It was now 2.30 p. m. Two of the brigades had to wareh about 2
miles, the other two about 1 mile. Brigadier-General Pillow, bhaving
reported for duty, was assigned by the comnnanding general to Palmer’s
Lrigade, and that fine officer resumed command of his regimeut, and was
three times wounded in the ensuing engagewent,  The Ninth Keuntueky
and Cobb’s battery, under the command of Colonel Hunt, were lett to
hold the hill so often referred to. The division, after deducting the
losses of Wednesday, the troops left on the hill, aud companies ou specias
service, consisted of some 4,000 men. It was drawn up in two lines—
the first in & narrow skirt of woods, the second 200 yards in rear. Pil-
low anid Hanson formed the fivst liue, Pitlow on the right.  Preston sup-
ported Pillow, and Adams’ brigate (commanded by Colonel Gibson)
supported Hanson. The artillery was placed in rear of the second line,
under orders to move with it and ovenpy the sumnsit of the slepe as
soon as the infantry should rout the enemy. Feeling anxious aboat

B0 R L—VOL XX, 11



[T ST

&,

186 KY., MID, AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. (Caar.XXXTL

my right, T sent two staff officers in succession to communicate with
Pegram and Wlhatton, but received uno intelligence up to the moment of
assault. Tle interval between my left and the troops on the bill was
already too great, bat I bad a battery to watch it and a small infantry
support. There was nothing to preventthe enemy from observing nearly
all of our movements and preparations. To reach him it was necessary
to cross an open space G600 or 700 yards in width, with a geutle ascent,
The river was several hundred yards in rear of hisposition, but departed
from it considerably as it flowed toward bis left.

1 had informed the commanding general that we would be ready to
advance at 4 o’clock, and precisely at that hour the signal gun was lhieard
fromour center. Instantly the troops moved forward ataquick step and
ip admirable order. The front line had bayonets fixed, with orders to
deliver one volley, and then use the bayouet. The fire of the enemy’s
artillery on both sides of the river commenced a8 soon as the troops en-
tered the open ground. Whea less than Lalf the distance acrossthe field
the quick eye of Oolonel O'Hara discovered a force extending consider-
ably beyond our right. I immediately ordered Major Graves to move s
battery to our right and open on them. He at once advanced Wright's
battery and effectnally checked their movements. Before our line
reached the enemy’s position his artillery fire had become heavy, accu-
rate. and destructive. Many officers and meu fell before we closed with
their infantry, yet our brave follows rushed forward with the utmost
determination, aud, after a brief but bloody conflict, routed both the op-
posing lines, took 400 prisoners and several flags, and drove their artil:
lery and the great body of their infantry across the river. Mauy wera
killed at the water’s edge. Their artillery took time by the forelock i
crossing the stream. A few of our men in their ardor actually crossed
over hefore they could be prevented, most of whom subsequently, wov-
ing up under the west bank, recrossed at a ford three-quarters of o mile
above. The second line had halted when the first engaged the enemy’s
infantry, and laid down under orders; but very soon the casualties in
the first line, the fact that the urtillery on the opposite bauk was inove
fatal to the second line than the first, and the eagerness of the troops,
impelled them forward, and at the decisive mowent, when the opposing
infantry was routed, the two lines had mingled into one, the ouly prac-
tical inconvenience of whieh was that at several points the ranks were
deeper than is allowed by a proper wilitary formation. A strong force
of the enewy beyond our extreme right yet remaived on the east side of
the river. Presently a new line of battle appeared on the west bank
directly opposito our troops and opened fire, while at the sawe time large
masses crossed in front of our right aud advanced to the attack. We
were compelled to fall back. As soou as our infantry had wou the ridge,
Major Graves advanced the artillery of tbe division aud opened fire. A%
the same time Captain Roberteon threw forward Semple’s baitery toward
our right, whieh did excellent service. He did not advance his own bat-
tery (which was tu have taken positioun on the left), supposivg that that
part of the field had not been cleared of the enemy’s infautry. Although
mistaken in this, since the enemy had been driven across the river, yet
T regard it as fortunate that the battery was not brought forward. Tt
would have Leen a vain contest. It now appeared that the ground we
had won was commanded by the enemy’s batierics, within easy range,
on better ground, upoun the other side of the viver. [ know not how
many guns be had, He had enoagl to sweep the whole position from
the front, the lefi, and the right, and te remder it whelly untenable by
our force present of artillery and infantry. The infantry, after passing
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the erest and descending the slope toward the river, werc in some meas-
ure protected, and suffered less at this period of the action than the
artillery.

We lost three guns, nearly all the horses being killed, and not having
the time or meu to draw them off by hand. One was lost becanse there
was but one boy left (Private Wright, of Wright’s battery) to limber the
piece, and his strength was unequal to it.

The command fell back in some disorder, but without the slightest
appearance of panic, and reformed behind Robertson’s battery in the
narrow skirt of timber from which we emerged to the assault. The
enemy did not advance beyond the position in which he received our at-
tack. My skirmishers continued to occupy & part of the field over which
we advanced until the army retired from Murfreesborough. The action
lasted about one hour and twenty minutes. As our lines advanced to the
attack,several rounds of artillery were beard from our center, apparently
directed agaiust the enemy ou the west bank of the river.

About twilight Brigadier-General Anderson reported to me with his
brigade, and remained in position with me nutil the army retired. 1
took up the line of battle for the uight a little in rear of the field over
which weadvanced to the assault, and Captain Robertson, at my request,
disposed the artillery in the positions indicated for it.

Many of the reports do not discriminate between the losses of Wed-
nesday and Friday. The total loss in my division, exclusive of Jack-
son’s commaud, is 2,140, of whieb 1 think 1,700 occurred on Friday.
The loss of the enemy on this Jday was, T think, greater than our own,
gince be suffered immense slanghter between the ridge and the river.

I cannot forbear to express my admiration for the courage and con-
stancy of the troops, exhibited even after it became apparent that the
main object conld not be accomplished. Beyond the general good con-
duct, apumber of enlisted men displayed at different periods of the action
the most heroic bravery. 1 respectfully suggest that anthority be given
to select a certain number of the most distinguished in each brigade, to
be recommended to the Presideut for prometion,

1 cannot enumerate all the brave officers who fell, nor the living, who
pobly did their duiy; yet I way be peritted to lament, in common
with the army, the prematare death of Brigadier-Geperal Hanson, who
received a mortal wound at the moment the enemy began to give way.
Endeared to bis friends by his private virtues, and to his command by
the vigilance with which he guarded its inierest and houor, ne was, by
the universal testimony of Lis military associates, one of the finest offi-
cers that adorued the service of the Confederate States. Upon iis fall
the ecommand devolved on Colonel [R. P'.] Trabue, who in anetlier organ-
ization had long and ably commanded most of the regiments composiuyg
the brigade.

1 cannot close withont expressing my obligations to the gentlemen of
wy staff. This is no formal acknowledgment. I can never forget that
during all the operations they were ever prompt and cheerfal by night
and day iz conveying orders, covducting to their positions regiments and
brigades, rallying troops on the field, and, indeed, in the discharge of
every duty.

It gives me pleasure to name Lieutenant-Colonel Buckner, assistant
adjutant-general, who was absent ou leave, but returned upon the first
ramor of battle; Colonel O'Hara, ucting adjutant-general ; Lieutenant
[d. Cabellj Breckintidge, aide-de-camp ; Major Graves, chief of artillery
{twice wounded and his horse shot under him); Major {James] Wilson,
assistant inspector-general {borse shot); Captain [Charles] Sempie,
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ordnnce officer; Lieutenant Darragh (severely wounded). Captaing
Martin and Coleman, of my volunteer staff, were active and efficient.
The former had his horse killed under him.

Drs. J. F. Heustis and [Joln E.] Pendleton [Ninth Kentueky In-
fantry], chief surgeon and wedical inspector, were nuremitting in atten-
tion to the wounded. Dr. Stanhope Breckinridge, assistaut surgeon,
aceompanied iy headquarters and pursued his duties through the fire
of Wednesday. Mr. Buckner and Mr. Zantzinger, of Kentucky, at.
tuched themseives fo me for the occasion, and were active aund zealous.

Capt. B. M. Blackbury, commanding my escort, ever cool and vigi
fant, rendered essential service and made several bold reconnaissatices.
Charles Chotard, of the escort, acting as my orderly on Wednesday,
displuyed much gallantry and intelligence.

The army retired before daybreak ou the worning of January 4. My
division, moving on the Manchester road, was the rear of Hardee's corps.
The Nintl Kentacky, Forty first Alabama, and Cobl’s battery, all under

ke command of Colonel Hunt, formed a special rear guard. The en

emy did vot tollow us.

My acknowledgments are due to Col. J. Stoddard Johnston, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Breut, and Liéutenani-Colonel Garner, of General Bragg’s
staff, and to Major Piekett, of Licutenant General Hardee's staff, for
services on Iriday, Jannary 2.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE,
Major- Generul, Commanding.
Maj. T. B. Roy,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

APPENDIX IY GENERAL BRAXTON BRAGG T0 THE REPORT OF MAJOR-
GENERAL BRECKINRIDGE.

First. A pote dated 10.10 o’clock, December 31, raying, “The enemy
are undoubtedly advancing upoun me.”

Second. A note dated 11.30 a. m., December 31, in reply to what he
calls in his report 4 suggestion from the commanding general,” in which
he says, I am obeying your order ; » but expressing the opiniou that the
move wounld expose him “ to a heavy force of the enemy advancing from
Black’s” (on Lebauon road).

Third. A note dated 12.50 o'clock, Jaunary 1, 1863 (an error for De-
sember 31, 1862, the day it was received), correcting previous report as
‘ollows: ‘1t isnot certain the enewmy is advaneing upon me in two lines,”
%t:., awl requesting the two brigades asked as re-enforcements against
an imaginary danger be held where he could get them. The hour of this
note shows, too, an advance of half a mile (see Teport) in one hour and
twenty minutes.

Fourth. A npote dated 7 p. m., December 31, an application to re-en-
force Hanson in Lis isolation.

Fifth. An order to Brigadier-General Pegram, commanding cavalry,
indorsed “received,” directing the cavalry to join in the attack to be
made by General Breckinridge.

1t is stated in the general’s report that he was informed the cavalry
was to attack with him; (hat he failed Lo communicate with it, yet re-
ported he would be ready precisely at 4 o'clock, and did aitack at that
kons with nearly a third of his forco absent.
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The tabular statement No. 7,* February 8, 1863, accompanying my
report of the battle, shows the force of this division on Wednesday, De-
cember 31, to have been 7,053, The loss of Wednesday, the 3lst, was
730, not 440, as made by the division corumander; and the loss on Fri-
day, the 2d, was 1,338, vot 1,700. The loss of Wudnesday, 440, stated
by the division commander, deducted from his whole strength, leaves
6,613. Deducting again the regiment and battery he was ordered to
leave out, anud adding the two batteries of Captain Robertson, leaves
him still over 6,000 intantry and artillery, mstead of 4,500, with which
he says he made the attack; and, correcting his error in uaking tho
loss too small on Wednesday and too large om Friday, he still has un-
derrated his force by more thau oue-fourth.

BRAXTON BRAGG,
General, Commanding.

[Inclosnre No. 1.]

DECEMBER 31, 1862—10.10 a. m.
General BRAGG, Commanding Forces :

The enemy are undoubtedly advancing upon me. The Lebauon road
is unprotected, and 1 have no troops to fill out my line to it
JOHXN C. BRECKINRIDGE.

{Inclosure No. 2.}

DECEMEER 31, 1862—11.30 a. m,
General BRAGG:

GENERAL: [ am obeying your order, but my left is now ¢ngaged with
the enemy, and if 1 advance iny whole line farther forward and still re-
tain communication with my left, it will take e clear away from the
Lebanon road, and expose oy right and that road to a heavy force of
the enemy advancing from Black’s,

JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE,
Major-General,

On the above was the following indorsement :
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., March 6, 1363.
_The order of which General Breckinridge acknowledges the receipt in
his note to Greneral Bragg, of which the within is a copy, was borne and

duly delivered by me.
J. STOUDDARD JOHNSTON,
Colonel, Aide-de-Camp to General Commanding.

[Inclesore Ne. 3.]

HEADQUARTERS BRECKINRIDGE'S IMVISION,
In the Field, January 1, 1863—12.50 o’elock.

Lientenant-Coloucl BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

~ COLONEL: It isnot certain that the evewmy are advancing upon wme
in two lines. General Pegram prowmised to report the true condition of

* Bes Inclosure C to Brigg's report, p. 674.
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the river that bLis left wing was forced, by the compact formation and
resolute advance of my line, into the river. Notwithstanding these
sources of embarrassment, resulting from the error of position in which
the line was placed, we swept over the eminence held by the enemy
and drove him down the bluff and mostly inte and across the river,
when our forces held the position until flanked by a large force of the
enemy which crossed the river some distance below my right, ander
General {J. 8.] Negley, which rapidly turned my position, opened fire
siimaltaneonsly with a fire on front and from the opposite side of the
river, and compelled my command to fall back. At this point in the
wonversation, General Bragg asked, “ Why did not General Breckin-
ridge protect you from the flanking force by the large body of cavalry
I had placed under his orders?” I replied I did not know he had any
cavalry under his orders. General Bragg then said that he had a large
force of cavalry placed under his orders for the express purpose of pro-
viding for such a contingency. I remarked to him that I saw a large
body of cavalry on the heights to my right and below the ford when
Negley crossed the river, but that it did not make any attempt to arrest
the advance of the flanking force, and T felt certain it could not have
received orders to do so.

The above is the substance of that conversation on the part of those
operating. General Bragg gave me the first intelligence that I received
of this body of cavalry being under the orders of General Breckinridge.
1 expressed astonishment that it was not nsed for the proteciion of my
right flank and rear. 1 also expressed myself as clear that the position
of the line of battle was a most important error of judgment in the oper-
ations of the day.

In regard to the supporting force, I stated that the supporting force
was placed in line about 400 yards to my vear; that when my line (con-
stituting the assanlting force) commenced the advance, that the support-
ing force also commenced the advance; thatthe supporting line advanced
s0 rapidly that, while my line was checked for a time by the enemy’s
forcee in the thicket to my right, it overtook my line eoming up (the mo-
ment it was lying down under my order). It likewise fell down as close
in ite rear as it could get, thus forming one line of four deep, and expos-
ing both lines to a most destructive fire, at the same time that, thus
sitnated, the rear and supporting line commenced firing over the assault-
ing line in its front, which fire in the rear greatly alarmed my line, and
that my officers expressed the opinion that my men suffered severely
from this fire; that, when the advance was again ordered, both lines went
forward commingled, the whole becoming from that time forward the
agsaulting foree, and leaving the command without any reserve or sup-
porting force; that being myself, with my staff, about 30 steps to the rear
of my line, I ordered the supporting line to halt, repeating the order
several times, intending to move it to the right to attack the enemy’s
force in the thicket, but that no attention was paid to my orders, tha
supporting line rushing forward and past me, and falling down as near
in the rear of the assaulting line as it could get. I said then, and am
satisfied now, that, thus disposed of, the force which was intended as
supporting force was a positive disadvantage and injury in the opera-
tions of the day. I aaid, further, that in my jodgment the supporting
foree should have been either pluced under my orders or else held in
hand of the major-general until I called for it to come to my sapport.
In confirmation of the correctness of this opinion, I mentioned the fact
that in the assault upon the works of Cerro Gordo, and also in storming
Chepultepec, General Scott, in both inatances, provided a supporting
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foree (not a part of my own proper command), which iras placed under
my orders, and which I did bring into the action at tbe proper time. I
{urther said [ bad in conversation with General Breckinridge explained
to him the serious cmbarrassment occasioned to my command by the
advance of the supporting live, &c.; that his explanation was that the
supporting line was ordered to kéep the distance of its formation to the
rear, but did nct obey. '

The above are the tacts conpected with the operations of that day, and
my explanation of the work of that day was thus stated in response to
inquiries of General Bragg. In my official report I did not deem it
proper to state these facts iu regard to the handling of the supporting
foree, That force was never placed under my orders, and I did not fecl
it. my province to reflect upou my senior officer’s conduet or digposition.
Indeed, | was studions to avoid doing se, and only made the statement
when called upon by General Bragg to do so.

, GID. J. PILLOW,
Major-General, 0. 8. Army, do.
Canpt. [JOHN} B. SALE,
Acting Judge. Advocate-General, Army of Tennessee.

No. 234.

Report of Brig. Gen. William Preston, C. 8. Army, commanding Third
Brigade.

. HEADQUARTERS PRESTON'S BRIGADE,
BRECKINRIDGE'S DIVISION, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Janvary 12, 1863.

COLONEL: In obedience to the orders of Major-General Breckinridge,
1 have the honor to trapsmit a report of the operations of the brigade
under my command in the recent battles near Murfreesborough.

The Twentieth Tennessee, the Sixtieth North Carolina, the Fourth
Florida, and the First and Third Florida Regiments, with Wright'a
battery of four pieces, constituted my command, numbering 1,640 effect-
ive men.

The enemy having advanced in force against Murfreesborough, dispo-
gitions for battle were made, and Breckinridge’s division was posted on
the extreme right in our front line, with its right near Spence’s house, on
the Lebanon turnpike, extending toward the ford, where the Naghville
turnpike crosses Stone’s River.  Adams’ brigade was on the right, mine
next, and Palmer’s and Hanson’s extended westwardly toward the ford.
This position was occupied from Sonday morning, December 28, with
some few unimportant changes in our line of battle, until the suceeeding
Wednesday. On that day, not long after noon, we were ordered fo cross
the river at the ford, and, under the supervision of Mazjor-General Breck-
inridge, my brigade, on the right, and that of Palmer on my left, were
formed in line of battle on the ground originally occupied by Lientenant-
General Polk’s command. The right of my brigade rested near the
intersection of the Nashville Railroad and turnpike, and extended
nearly at right angles westwardly, about half a mile south of Cowan’s,
or the burnt house. ) )

These dispositions made, the order was given to advance in the direc-
tion of the burnt house toward a cedar forest beyond. Wide and open
fields intervened, through which the command passed with great anima-
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tion, in fine order. As we camc uear the farm-house, heavy batteries of
the enemy, supported by strong lines of infantry near a railroad em.
bankment, forming a strong defense, were visible obliquely to the right,
on the uortheast of the Nashville fnrupike.  The brigade sdvaneed rap-
idly and steadily under a destructive fire from the artitlery.  The Twen-
tieth Tennessce, pagsing to the right of the house, engaged the enemny
with vigor ou the right in some woods near the river, capturing some
25 prisoners and clearing the wood. The First and Thivd Florida, on
the extreme left, pressed forward tothe cedar forest with but little loss.
The two central regiments {the Bixtieth North Carolina and Tourth
Florida) fonud great difficulty in pressing through the rujns and strong
inclosuares of the farm-house, and, retarded by these obxstacles and by «
fire from the enemy’s sharpsheoters in front, and  very fierce cannonade,
partially enfilading their lines, were for a moment thrown into confusion
at the verge of the wood. They halted and commenced firing, bat, heing
urged forward, they respended with loud shonts and gained the cedars,
The euemy turned upon the wood a heavy fire from many pieces of artil-
lery, across a field 400 or 500 yards distant, and, though we lost some
valualite lives, the brigade maintained its position with firmness in the
edge of the wood.

Having met Lientenant-General Hardee, he ordered me, with Adams’
brigade (under Colonel Gibson) added to my command, fo hold the wood.
We bivouacked for the night, establishing our pickets far in the field and
very near the enemy. The Twentieth Tennessee, which had been di-
rected by Captain [R. W.] Wooley, assistant adjutant-general, near the
river, tinding their force insufficient to advance, after losing many men,
halted 1n good order and rejoined the brigade at nightfall in the cedars.
Wright’s battery, having been detached by General Hardee, took no
part i the action.

At roll call, about dark, it was ascertained that the loss suffered by
my command was 155 killed and wowmiided. The companies of the Six-
tieib North Carolina, under the immediate command of Colonel {Joseph
A.] M¢Dowell, were with me; but those separated from his regiment
in passing the burnt house, to which [ have alinded, fell back without
orders to the encampment, with the exception of some of the men and
officers who joined the Twentieth Teunessee Regiment, and who did not
rejoin their regiment uniil after night.  Sowme few prisoners were taken
and 400 or 500 stand of arms were secured.

Ou Friday, about 2 o’clock, the two brigades under my command
were withdrawn from the cedars and ordered to take position in line
of battle across the river, near the original post of Hanson’s brigade.
This being done, preparations for attack were made, and Major-General
Breckinridge formed his division in two lines, Pillow’s and Hanson’s
Lrigades being in the front line, with mine 200 yards in the rear of
Pillow’s, to support his comuand, and Gibson’s on my left, to snpport
Hanson's.

About 4 o’vlock, the order to advance being given, the division moved
forward rapidly tirough a wood and an open field beyond to drive tho
cnemy beyond the river and seize a hill that would eunable our artillery
to enfilade iu reverse their batteries. As soon as the field was entered
the engagement commenced, and our men, pressing forward with great
ardor, drove the enemy over the crest of the hill and beyond the river.
Wright’s battery wag advaneed to the crest of the hill, and was soon
hotly engaged. Omn our right the enemy far outflanked ns, and the
Twentieth Tennessee suffered severely, but dashed forward into the
woods with its aceustomed gallantry and drove the enemy down the
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bill, capturing some 200 prisoners. A divisiou of the enemy, said tq be
that of [11. P.] Van Cleve, was driven down the hill-side in utter mut“
by our division. The cnenny then rapidly concentrated large numbers
of {resh troops o the othier side of the river, aud poared upon our dese
rantks a withering fire of musketyy and artillery. Our tinces, o_rlgumll,y
very close i the orderof advance, were commingled near the river, and
this new fire from an overwhebning foree {rom the opposite bauls of
the stream threw them iutv disorder. The division recoiled over the
eld in the direction ot the wood through which we first passed.  When
withdrawing from the field, I et Brigadier-General Wharton with his
batiery and the cavalry, with which he was coverlng owr right. DBe
was about opening fire with the battery, when I udvmy(l him not to de
50, 08 he might fire ou sowe of our meu. He detuched Colonel Ha::r:suu,
of the Texus Rangers, who, with my brigade, formed and supported
Robertson’s battery in the verge of the wood until General Breckinridge
ordered me to resume my original lines. Oue of our batteries opeued
from its verge, and 1 succeeded in forming my brigade for its support,
and was in that position when Major-General Breckinridge arrived aud
ordered me to reswne our original lines, abount a mile in the rear, as
i had come on, .

mngtte loss sustaived by my command in this action was 205 killed and
wounded, and 90 missing, wostof whom were doubt!9§§ Elned or wouunded.
The total loss of my command in both actions was 337,

Wright's Dattery was bravely fought, but lost its gallant commander,
who was killed at his guns. Lieutenant{d. W.] Mebane, though wounded,
succeeded in withdrawing all of the battery egeept {wo of the pieces,
which were lost, and which could not be got offy, us many of the borses
were killed. . ]

Vor other details I refer to the reports of the communding officers of

“the regiments and of the battery, whicb I inclose.

During the battle both men and oficers displayed great intrepidity,
and 1 attribute the repulse on Friday to the wanifest hopelessness of
the attewpt to hurl a single division, without, support, against the cur-
dinal position of the whole hostile arwy. This was apparent to the
least intelligent soldier. The line fell back, rallied, and in half an hour
was ready to re-engage. ] ‘

In rallying the troops, 1 feel it my duty to uotice and report the cou-
spicuous zeal and gallantry displayed by yourself, and to te:st.lfy ny ap-
preciation of the valuable assistance you rendered on the field. .

Colonel Smith, of the Twentieth Teuncssee, o brave and skillful ofti-
cer, was severely wounded on Wednesday, and the command devolved
on Lieutenant-Cotonel {Frank M.] Lavender, who bas not heen lea rd of
siuce the action on Friday. It is believed that he is wouuided or a pris

nl%r(‘)-lonel Milter, of the First and Third Florida, was weunded on Iri-
day while bravely leading lis regiwent, which he withdrew, retaimlig
the command, notwithstauding his wouaud.
T'he Fourth Floridain both actions bore itself gallantly, and was ably

: apded by Colonel Bowen.
wlI]:]mthe action of the 31st, Lieut. Edwin Whitfleld, of my stafl, was se-
verely, if not fataily, wounded by my side while gallantly rendering me
the mostefficient aid, and Mr. Orville Ewing, a young geutleman of great
promise, distinguished in the batile of Mill Springs, was kilied nearly at
: ame wolent. .
111;123. J. C. Thompson, voluntecr aide, and Captain Wooley, assistant
adjutant general, assisted me efficiently on Waodnpesday.



814 KY., Mil). AND E. TENN,, N. ALA,, AND §W. VA. [Onar. XXXU

Mr.[W. R.]Chambliss, acting assistant adjutant- general; Captain [H.
P.] Wallace, and Lieut. [J. C.| Wheeler assisted me on Friday on my
stafl,

To Major [F.] Claybrooke, who volunteered on my staff on Friday, 1
am greatly indebted for his services. )

I recommend for promotion Sergeant Battle for conspicuous gallantry.
After four color-bearers of the Twentieth Tennessee had been shot down
and the regiment was in confusion, he seized the colors and bravely ral-
lied the men nuuder wy eye. ]

1 remain, colonel, with great respect, your obedient servaut,
W. PRESTOX,
Brigadier-General.

Col. T. O'HARA, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
{Addenda.}

Abatract from semi-weekly report of Preston’s brigade, Brig. Gen. William Preston com-
manding, for January 12, 1863.
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No. 235.

Report of Col. William Miller, First Floride Infantry, commanding First
and Third Regiments.

CAMP NEAR TULLAHOMA, TENN,,
January 12, 1863.

CAPTAIN ; In obedience to instructions received from brigade head-
quarters, I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
borne by my command iu the actions of December 31, 1862, and Janu-
ary 2, 1863, near Murfreesborough : ) )

‘About 3 p. m., on December 31, we were ordered into line, marched
across the river, and formed on 3 hill in an open field in line of battle,
occupying the left of the brigade. The command *forward " was soon
given, and on advaucing, our front being masked by regiment, our
left was thrown back out of line. This defect in our alignment caused
the regiment to diverge to the left, and to enter a cedar forest to the
left of the burnt house, the balance of the brigade passing to the right.
Tu charging over this field we lost several men killed and wounded by
the enemy’s batteries, which swept the field by an alwost enfilading fire.
Passing through the cedar, we arrived before the enemy’s batteries, and
took position on the right of Stewart’s brigade, where we were joined
by the halance of the brigade. This position of the eremy, supported
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by heavy batteries, was judged to be too strong tostorm ; we, therefore,
retained our position, skirmishing occasionally with the enemy during
that afternoon and the next two following days, up to 2 or 3 p. m. of
the 2d instant.

On this occasion the command numbered 36 officers and 4956 men,
making the aggregate 531,

About 3 p. m. of January 2, we were ordered from the cedars back to
the right, recrossing the river, and about 4 p. m. we were formed in line
of battle with the balance of the brigade, occupying again the left of the
brigade, which was in the second line of battle. At the command *f{or-
ward,” the regiment advanced in excellent order, soon getting in range
of a raking fire from the enemy’s batteries, until we reached the crest of
a ridge in an open field, where the first line of the division was engaged,
and here we were ordered to lie down, which we did for a few minutes,
and then arose aud charged at the command “forward.” Upon advanc-
ing, on account of the formation of the ground, we were compelied to
move by the right flank, passing into the wood that skirted the field
through which we had just passed. This combination of movements
caused an intermingling of regiments, which led to no little confusion,
separating commands, and, again, the men from their commanders.
Nevertheless, the troops behaved bravely, driving the enemy before
them. As we moved on through the woods, the ground gradually de-
scended, and our left rested on the river, whose high banks were cov-
ered by the enemy, who poured a galling fire upon us from the opposite
side. Further forward the river, by a sudden bend, appeared in our
front, and we found ourselves exposed to a deadly fire from the hills that
overlooked ns on our left and front. Crossing this hastily, a large por-
tion of the regiment passed the river, under the opposite bank of which
it was partially sheltered. 1 think it is owing to this fact that the First
and Third Florida Regiments lost fewer men than other corps which
were not so far advanced in the fight. The hopelessness of carrying
the opposite beights being now apparent, we were ordered to fall back,
and, owing to the commingling of regiments, as before stated, this was
done in some confusion and disorder.

Iuto this fight the regiments carried 32 officers and 424 men, making
the aggregate 450. '

1 respeetfully refer you to the report® of casualties already forwarded
for an account of the losses sustained by the regiment.

I am hapypy to have it in my power to state that both officers and men
behaved gallantly.

I bave the honor to be, sir, yours, very respectfully,
WM. MILLER,
Colonel, Commanding First and Third Florida Regiments.
Oaptain [R. W.] WOOLEY,
Asststant Adjutant- General,

No. 236.
RBeport of Col. W. L. L. Bowen, Fourth Florida Infantry.

HeADQUARTERS PRESTON’S BRIGADE,
Tullehoma, Tenn., February 12, 1863.
BIr: In obedience to orders from brigade headquarters, I have the
honor to submit the following report of the part bornein the operations

* Bmbodicd in No. 191, p. 670
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ouacked for the night. Near this place we remained unti, Wednesday
at noon, doing very little else but occasionally changirg the direction of
our line of battle, 50 as to get into the best position to receive in case
the enemy advanced.

At 2 p. m. on Wednesday we were ordered to eross the river, and,
forming in line of battle, to advance on the enemy. Our regiment being
on the right, we were ordered to advance down the bank of the river.
By this order, owing to obstructions in the front—a large house called
Cowan’s and the raiiroad embankment—we were separated from our
brigade. After an advance of half a mile we encountered the enemy,
strongly posted among the rocks and heavy growth of timber on the
river biuff, Here the firing was very heavy, and we lost many men {in
all, about 67), among whom was Colonel Smith, severely wounded; Cap-
tain [John W.] Watkins, of Company I, and Lieutenant [F. B.] Cros-
thwait, of Company E, killed. We succeeded in driving the enemy from
their position, killing many and taking 20 prisoners, and followed them
to the brow of the hill. At this place the shot and shell rained upon
us. We were in danger of being surrounded ; were in very small force,
and had no support. Under these circumstances I ordered the wen to
fall back 200 yards, and at this place we remained until night, when
we were ordered to rejoin our brigade, which had taken position under
cover of a thick cedar woods on our left. In this cover we lay concealed
until Friday, January 2.

At 2 o'clock we recrossed the river and formed line of battle rurning
parallel with the river, with a view to disiodge the enemy, who had
crossed over to the south side of the river and had beavy batteries
planted on the banks. At the command * forward,” our lines steadily
advanced, meeting the enemy on the edge of the wood that slopes down
to the river. Here for a time the conflict was desperate. Our regi-
went, being on the extreme right, suffered severely from the enemy, who
attempted to turn our right, but we soon drove them back and pursued
them to the river, where they sought shelter under its banks. But the
opposite bank wag soon lined with strong re-enforcements, and as they
far outnumbered us and their position was impregnable, our men began
to fall back in some confusion; but our general (Preston), amid a storm
of bullets, succeeded in rallying his men.

Night closed upon us, and at 8 o’clock we were quietly bivonacked a
short distance from the battle-fleld, in which position we remained unti
the order to fall back was received.

General Preston, having in the first battle lost wany of his aides, by
the consent of Lieatenant-Colonel Lavender, commanding the regiment,
detached Major Ulaybrooke from his regiment to act as s aide.

In this'battle we lost Lieutenant-Colonel Lavender; whether wounded
or pot, I am upable to say-

Our loss in killed, wonnded, and missing was 67, making a total loss
of 134. In this last engagement we 100k nearly 200 prisoners.

I cannot speak too highly of the efforts of General Preston, who, re-
gardiess of danger, went everywhere, encouraging and rallying the men;
nor of the many brave men of my command who fonght bravely through
both engagements.

During the action four color-bearers were shot, cur flag-staif thrice
shot in twe, and the color itself riddled by balls.

Many distinguished instances came under my eye. but I refrain from
particularizing, as I would not do so without seeming partial.

1 remain, captain, your obedient servant,
T. CLAYBROOKE,
Major, Oommanding Twentioth Tenncsseo Kogiment.
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No. 241.
Report of Lieut. John W. Mebane, Wright's Tennessee battery

—, 1863.

[1 bave the Lonor fo report the| part takeu in the battle before Mur-
freesborough by Capt. E. E. Wright’s battery, light artillery, General
Preston’s brigade, Geueral Breckinnidge's division

The battery was ordered out about 8 o’clock Sunday morning, De-
cewber 25, 1862, and ook a position 2 miles from Murfreeshorough, on
the leit of the Lebanon road, in the center of General Preston’s hrigade.
We held the position until 3 p. m., when we retired about a quarter of
a mile on the south side of a small branch, wlhere we remained in biv-
ouac until Monday evening, 3 o’elock, when we moved 1 mile to the left
of our first position, and took a position in the edge of a thick wood on
the south side of a field, opposite some log-houses on the north side,
which were burning at the time we took our position. We held the
last-mentioned position vutil near sonset Tuesday evening, when we
moved about @ quarter of a wile to the left of our second position, and
took a position just in the south side of the last-mentioned field, be-
tween the brigades of (rencral Presion and Colonel Palmer, Geveral
Preston ou onr right and Colonel Palmer on our left. We heid our
third position until Weduesday morning about sunrise, when Captain
Wright received orders to report with his battery to Lieatenant-(en-
eral Hardee, on the left of our lines. He reported as ordered, and was
ordered to park bis battery in a field about half a mile west of Stone’s
River, ou the Frauvklin road. We remained in park until Thursday
evening, 2 o'clock, wheu we were ordered to take a position on the Wil-
kinson pike, about 2 miles from Murfreesborough, where we remained
antil 2 p. m. Friday, when Captain Wright received orders from General
Bragg toreport with his battery at the Nashville Ford, on Stoue’s River,
where he would be met by astafl officer, who would show him his posi-
tion. Captain Wright moved his battery to the ford, and no officer
making his appearance, Captain Wright moved his battery about a
mile northwest frowm the ford, to where General Breckinridge’s division
was in line, and, learning that General Breckinridge would make an
attack at 4 p. m., Captain Wright moved his battery on the right of the
division, and advapced with General Preston’s brigade. We passed
throngh an open skirt of woods about 100 yards in width inte a corn-
field about 400 yards wide. We advanced about 200 yards in the field,
and opened fire on a Federal battery about 300 yards obliquely to our
right. As we were advancing at a gallop in the field, before taking our
first position, the off lead horse in one of our G-pounder gun teams was
struck in the head witl a ball and fell dead. Before the team could be
halted, the carriage was rnshed agaiust the horse and the pole broken,
whieh cansed the picce not to be in action in our first position at all.
We continued firing on the battery and a colamn of infantry, which
was filing to the right in rear of the battery, about fiffeen minutes, when
the Federal battery ceased firing on us, and we limbered to the front to
advance.

I received a very painful wound in my left arm from a fragment of a
shell about the time my section had fired the first round, but remained
in the action until the command was given to limber to the front, when
Captain Wright ordered me to the rear to have my wound dressed, and
ordered Lieutenant [J.C | Grant up with the limbers of the caissons.
conducted Lientenant Grant to the field and pointed out to him the
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pogition of the battery, and went back to have my wound dressed, but,
before the surgeon had finished, our lines had fallen back to their first
position.

For the report from the time we limbered to the front at our first
position until we fell back from the field, 1 am indebted to Lieutenani,
{J. W.] Phillips. 1t is as follows:

After limbering to the front, the battery was ordered by Major Graves
by a left-oblique {o the left of the field, under the cover of a small hill,
where it remained about ten minutes, when it was again ordered by
Major Graves hy a right-oblique to the right of the field, on the top of a
long hill formerly occupied by the enewmy. When we reached the top
of the hill our men were in full retreat; but we opened on the enemy
with spherieal case and cauister, and continued to fire with effect until
the enemy had charged within 75 yards of our pieces. Here it was that
Captain Wright fell, mortally wounded,and three men carried his body to
the rear. Just after Captain Wright fell, Major Graves gave the com-
mand ¢ limber to the rear,” and just as the pieces were limbered up he
gavathe command to unlimber and fire doable charges of canister, which
command was obeyed by firing about one round to the piece, when the
command ¢ limber to the rear” was again given by Major Graves; but
only two of the pieces were ever limbered up and the others fell into the
hands of the eremy. The guuner and two of the men of vne of the lost
pieces had gone to the rear with the captain’s body, another one had
been shot, and the others in the general panic had gone to the rear.
This left pot one to raise the trail except Sergeant Wright, who was
unable to do it. Two horses of the limber of the other lost gun were
ghot down while moving the limber to the trail, and the men would have
been captured had they remained to cut them out, 80 close had the
enemy charged to them. Had our battery gone to the rear when the
other batteries of the division did, we would have saved our guns; bat
being under the immediate supervision of the chief of artillery, we did
not move without orders from him. We earried two pieces and four
caissons from the field, and were ordered to the rear as unfit for service
by General Preston.

Saturday we endeavored to fit out one section for service, but the day
waa 80 very rainy that we did not complete it until late in the evening,
when we were ordered to prepare to evacuate the place.

The loss of the battery may be summed up thus: Killed—officers, 1;
non-commissioned officers, 1; enlisted men, 4. Wounded—officers, 1;
non-cominissioned officers, 3; enlisted wen, 4. Totel, 14

[We had] 10 horses killed and 2 gana lost.

Very reapectfully,
JNO. W. MEBANE,
Ideutonant, Commanding Wright's Battery.

[Indorecmont.

HEADQUARTERS PRESTON'S BRIGADE,
BEECEINRIDGE'S DIvisioN, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., Febreary 21, 1863.
The foregoing are official copies of the reports of the commanders of
regiments and battery of Preston’s brigade, Breckinridge's division, C. 8.
Army, of the battle of Murfreesborough, from the originals transmitted
to division headquarters.
W. R. CHAMBLISS,

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjulant-Gemeral.
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No. 242,

Report of Qol. Robert P. Trabus, Fourth Kentucky Infantry, commanding
Fourth Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS TRABUE'S (LATE HAnrson's) BRIGADE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., Jenuary 13, 1863.

SiR: The untimely fall of the gallant and lamented Hanson, brigadier-
general commanding this brigade, in the engagement on Friday, the 2d
instant, at Murfreesborough, imposes on me the duty of reporting, to the
extent of my knowledge, the operations of the brigade prior to and after
bis fall in the battle before that place.

On Sunday, the brigade having received orders to that effect, marched
from their camp in rear of Murfreesborough, at 8 a. m., to the positionin
the frout line of battle indicated for our occupation. This brigade
formed the left of General Breckinridge’s division, and in line rested
with its left on or near Stone’s River, extending eastward until the right
was united to Colonel Palmer's brigade. The position first taken up
(the exact line not having been pointed ont) was along the skirt of
woods in rear of the open fields east and south of Stone’s River, which
afforded, by the existence of a small ridge running parallel with the
front, and a consequent depression immediately in rear, very good pro-
tection against the enemy’s long-range artillery.

On Monday, Semple’s battery of six Napoleon guns, furnished by the
chief of artillery, was placed on the crest immediately in front of the right
wing, and Cobb’s battery was held to be placed later. Thus formed in
line, the Fourth Kentucky was on the right; Second Kentucky second
Major [James W.] Hewitt; Forty-first Alabama third, Colonel {H.
Talbird ; Sixth Eentucky fourth, Colonel {Joseph H.] Lewis, and Ninth
Kentucky on the left, Colonel [T. H.] Hunt.

On Monday evening it was perceived that the enemy meant to cecupy
immediately all the advantageous positions in our front, of which he
could possess himself, for artillery. A prominent elevation existed 1,000
yards in front of our left, which Greneral Breckinridge desired we should
hold, notwithstanding it was liable to assault, being isolated 1,000 yards
in frontof our lines. 'To this end, Colonel Hunt, with the Ninth Ken-
tucky, Colonel Lewis, Sixth Kentucky, Lientenaut Colonel [M. L.] Stan-
sel, Forty-first Alabama, and Cobb’s battery, were ordered to ocoupy it.
Throwing cut skirmishers, they were soon engaged with those of the
enemy. The force above pamed was then moved up to the front in sup-
port of the skirmishers, and suceeeded in establishing Cobb's battery on
the eminence. This was not accomplished without the ltoss of two vala-
able officers—Lieutenants [A. J.] Beale and [O.]I Eennard, of Company
D, Ninth Kentucky, the former severely and the latter slightly wounded.
By this time it was dark, when the enemy endeavored in a spirited eifort
to retake the position, rapidly driving in our skirmishers, and approach-
ing to within a few yards of the battery. This attempt was frustrated
by promptly advancing the Forty-first Alabama, under Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Stansel, when the enemy were driven off in confusion, leaving two
of their dead near the battery. Our loss here amounted to not less than
10 wounded, falling mainly on the Sixth Kentucky and Cobb’s battery,
among whomw was Lieutenant [J. B.| Holman, Sixth Kentucky.

On Tuesday night these regiments were withdrawn, and I, with the
Second and Fourth Kentucky and Cobb’s battery, oceupied this posi-
tion. It was deemed of the last importance to hold this hill, and
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and moved on into the general eugagement. They fought with the bri-
gade during the day, except when the brigade was to the rear procuring
amwmunition. The sharpshooters remained with sowe pieces of artillery
commauded by Major [Capt. T. RB.] Hotchkiss, amusing themselves bg"
firing at some Yankee cannoneers, '

Both officers and men fought bravely throughout the day. Not one
commissioned ofticer was absent from his post, and most of the com-
mand, botb officers and men, deserve marked attention for their bravery
throughout the fight.

On Thursday moruing, January 1, 1863, this command was thrown
out as skirmishers on the left of General Liddell’s skirmishers, and with
them succeeded in driving back the enemy’s pickets aboat a mile, leaving
2501n5ﬁnqlv1ew{’ of t]g(la ela.lt!emyt’)s mov%ments on the Nashville pike, about

r 5 miles above Murfreesborough. In thi
one killed or wounded. g s engagement we had no

e’i?(llle following is a list® of killed and wounded in the fight on Wed-
nesday:
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. A. T. HAWEINS,
Captain, Commanding Sharpshooters, Wood's Brigade,

No. 279.

Reports of Capt. Henry C. Semple, Alabama Battery.

JANUARY —, 1863.

S1ir: I have the honor to report that my battery of six Napoleon guns
was ordered on the 30th [uitimo] to report to General Breckinridge, on
the right; that we were put in position on an eminence near the river,
commmanding the points on the opposite side of the river near the enemy’s
left. An earthwork had been constructed the night before in which the
gans were placed, and shortly after the commencement of the action fire
was opened on us by a battery of rified guns on the opposite side of the
river, to which we did not reply, and late in the day, after firing a few
rounds at the lines of the enemy, which seemed to be retiring before our
men, we were ordered to another position, in which Cobb’s battery and
a part of Lumsden’s were already in position, Froin this point we were
frequently engaged with the enemy’s infantry; on several occasions at

* Nominal list omitted.
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a range to make our fire very effective. Occasionally we replied to a
rified battery on the opposite side of the river, but, under the orders we
had received, we were obliged to busband our ammunition carefully, and
engaged as little as possible with the artillery of the epemy. Several
men were killed and wonnded in the batteries near us, but we escaper]
without other loss than 1 man wounded and 2 horses.

On the next day I was ordered agaiu to report-to General Cleburne,
and did so. 1 had asked to De rclieved from duty as acting chief
of artillery of our division before the engagement of the 3lst, and
Major Hotchkiss had been appointed to acl in my place, but, as hie was
woitnded, General Cleburne again ordered me to act in that capacity.

On Friday, the 2d, I was ordered by General Bragg to send two sec-
tions of the battery to report to him at a point on the Nashville pike
near the river. 1 accordingly sent two sections, with First Licutenant
Fitzpatrick and Sccond Lieutenant Pollard, and they were put in posi-
tion on the ground ou our extreme right about 4 p. m., from which the
enemy had just been driven by the attack of Hanson’s, Preston’s, aud
Adams’ brigades, Lientenant Fitzpatrick, who is now quite unwell,
will soon make to you a report of the part taken by the two sections in
that fierce and Lloody conflict. Our infantry were finally driven back
in great confusion, and all the cannoneers, bt two, and two of the driv-
ers of one of the pieces being shot down, and three of the horses from
the limber, including both the wheel horses, our infantry finding them
fleeing in rear of tbe piece, and the enemy rapidly advancing at not
more thap 150 yards, the last round of ammunition having been fired
from it, the piece was left on the field, and, together with two guns of
Wright's battery, in position near it, fell into their hands.

There were only 45 men, including the officers, drivers, and cannon-
eers, on the field, of whom 20, together with 14 horses, were killed or
wounded in the space of thirty minutes.

The killed* and wounded were: Killed—privates, 1. Wounded—
commissioned officer, 1; non-commissioned officers, 4; privates, 14.
Total, 20.

Respectfully
’ HENRY C. SEMPLE,

Captain, Comdg. Light Artillery, Wood’s Brigade.
Brigadier-General [S. A. M.] Woob.

TuLLANOMA, TENN., Januery 23, 1863.

S : My battery of six 12.pounder Napoleon guns was ordered to re-
port to Major }R..E.] Graves, chief of artillery of General Breckinridge's
division, and I requested to be relieved of the temporary appointment
of ehief of artillery of your staff in order that I might be with it.

On December 30, [1862,] we were put in position on an eminence just
in front of General Hanson’s brigade, but during the night I was ordered
to examine the ground in front of the left of our right wing, and to
attend at the construction of an earthwork with two faces in the field
near the river, and somewbat to the left and in rear of another earth-
work, in which Cobb’s battery and a part of the whole of Lumsden’s
rifle battery were then in position. We went to our position about day-
light, and early in the morning a section of my battery, under Lieuten-
ant Pollard, was withdrawn and sent to another part of the field, by
order of Major Graves. Although we were frequently under fire of the

* Nominal list omitted.




