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No. 5.

Report of Col. Bdiwvard H. Hobson, Thirteenth Kentucky Infantry, com
X ;
manding at M unforduille, mcludi;mg shirmishes at Glans{gi)w, 'Iearrg‘;em’a
Chapel, at Bear Wallow, and at Bacon Creek, Ky,

HEA_DQUARTER.B,

‘ Munfordvilie, Ky., January 4, 1863,

CAPTAIN: I have the houor to subiit a report of the disposition of
the troops under my eommand at this point during the recent raig of
Morgau on the line of the Louisville and Naghville Railroad,

_ On December 17, 1862, T received information of a rebel force being
in the State, I unmediately put my scouts on the alert, and waited for
the enowy to make sowe move by which I eould detect his design,

On the 24th I received a dispatcl from General Reynolds, at Gallatin
stating that a la.rge_ rebel force had erossed the Camberland at Gaines.
ville, and wers making for Glasgow. 1 received dispatches at the same
Elelg,?dfmm Generals Boyle and Gilbert, confirming what T had formerly

On the evening of December 24, Companies C, L, M, and H, Second
Michigan Cavalry, under orders from Gallatin to Munfordville, ca ptured
a man belonging to Morgan’s comand, who reported u large force in
Glasgo_w. Compapy C, Lieutenant Darrow, met the advance of the
éneiny 1n the town, and a skirmigh ensued, in which our loss was 1 killed
1 wounded, and 16 prisoners, The loss of the anemy was 1 major 1
captain, 1 lieutenant, and several privates killed and wounded, and 7
prisoners,

It being nearly dark, and the enemy clothed in our uniform, i
with diffieulty that friends could be digtinguished from foes, A’ft,grw;'a:
puls;ng the advance guard of Morgau, the Seeond Michigan fell back to
Qave City, their retreat being covered by the Twelfth K entucky Cavalry
Col. Q.C. Shanks, and both returned to eamp, the Twelfth Kentuckf
Cavalry to get new arms, which had just arrived, and the Second Mich.
gan Cavalry to rest from a march of 60 miles in less than twenty-four
hours, men and horses being completely exhansted.

The siege gons, which were anxiously expected, haviug arrived on
the morning of December 25, at 1 o'clock, 1 immediately put a foree to
work to manufacture the proper technical fixtures, which I was pained
to learn had been entirely neglected in shipping the guns, and place
them in position on the north side of the river. At the same tine | had
the floor of the bridge plavked over to render it safe in crossing, should
re-enforeemen_ts be required on either side, I also telegraphed General
?ﬁﬁg:ﬂi é.ht} mfo;m::tion odf importance, and asked kim for additional
t L iorinfantry, and g i i
&(6, for the singe i + @1 8ponges, raminers, sights, elevating BCrews,

n the 24th I had taken )] paing to learn the rea) stren
enemy, which | found variously estimated at from 3,000 to fgt(l)O?fctfrlrlle
n‘muded by Major-General Morgan, the reginents by Duke, Gano, Cluke
;gﬁ?agﬂlg Bfﬁlufm Stouelr,za.ud Breckinridge, with White's battery of
- 8uns, the largest a 12-ponnder. ite’ I8 suppos
Robinson, formerifof Kentt[:lck\'. o Whites name s mipposed o be

AL 5 A, u, December 25, T again ordered the Twelfth Kentucky Oav.
alry, Colonel Shanks, to Cave City and beyoud to Bear W.l;llll(ol? t:f?t‘;]
the First und Second Bartalions, the Third, under Major Stout. !hﬂing
ovdered on the Greeusburg road to Burnt Bridge Ford, novii o Gireen
River, and twq compaities each, Fourth auc Fift), Indiana Cavitlry, Col.
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Isaac P. Gray, on the Burkesville road, south of (Green River, with
instructions to each to give battle, and, if overpowerel by largely supe-
rior forces, to skirmish the way back to Woodsonville, sending eouriers
often to my headquarters.

When near Green’s Chapel, 6 miles from M unfordville, Colonel Gray
attacked the advance guard of Morgan, and about the same time Colo-
nel Shanks attacked the rear guard at Bear Wallow, 12 miles from this
point. The advance guard fell back on the main body, with a loss of 9
killed, 22 wounded, and 5 prisoners, our loss being 1 killed, 2 prisoners,
and several horses killed. The Tweltth Kentuck ¥ Cavalry, in the rear,
killed 1, wounded 2, and took 2 officers and 10 men prisoners, with no
loss.

The foree and position of the enemy being ascertained by these move-
ments, the cavalry was ordered back to camp, leaving vedettes to watch
the movements of the enemy, I telegraphed General Granger, General
Boyle, and General Gilbert everything of importance, and telegraphed
General Boyle the condition of fhe guns and the want of ammunition,
I sent dispatches frequently, but could get no answer from the operator
in Louisville to the call of the operator at this point daring the after-
noon of the 25th, until too late to effect auything by trains from Louis-
ville. I also telegraphed that it was Morgan’s design to attack the
tunnel and the works beyond.

At9p. m.the 25th,scouts brought the information that 100 of the enemy
werecrossing the river at Burnt Bridge Ford, This was confirmad during
the night by reports that the whole force was crossing and moving in
the direction of Hammondaville. I immediately ordered Captain Dickey,
of the Second Michigan, to proceed to Bacon Creek stockade, reporting
to my beadquarters by courier at 9 and 10 a. m., and oftener, if neces-
sary, and also ordered the Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry, Colonel Shanks,
toward Hammondsville, to report often by courier. Soon after arriving
at Bacou Creek and arranging his pickets, Qaptain Dickey was attacked
by the advance of Morgan, and flanked by alarge force. Captain Dickey
having less than 80 men for duty, on account of the exertions of the
23d and 24th, was compelled to fall back on Munfordville, ighting his
way. Learning this by courier, I shifted Colonel Shanks, with the ex-
ception of two companies, from the Greensburg road to cover the retreat
of the Second Michigan, by attacking the enemy, and, gradually fall-
ing back on Munfordville, to druw him in and give play for the skir-
mishers—the Twenty-fifth Michigan Infantry, Golouel Muore, on the
right; Lieatenant-Colonel Carey, Thirty-sixth Indiana, in the center,
with the convalescent bai talion, und Major Hobson, commanding Thir.
teenth Kentucky, on the left.

The officers and men of these commands acted with great promptness
and ease while performing the various evolutions, but the wary foe
would not engage them. A few shots were fired by the Twelfth Ken-
tucky Cavalry, when the enewy fell back to Bacon Cresk,

During this skirmish our loss was 21 men and 2 officers taken pris-
oners. Loss of the enemy not known.

Daring the night of the 26th, believing that Morgan would make an
attack on this place from the other side of the river, I inade arrange-
nents for ferrying from the south side the only two field pieces under
Lientenant Hale, Sixth Michigan Battery; also to bring over ammuni-
tion by way of the bridge i a hand-car.

1 kept the Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry in line of battle between Bacon
Creek apnd Munfordville until after dark ou the 26th; and, believing
that if an attack was made in the morning the depot would be burned
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:' dl;)ubled my line of pickets and rewroved the stores within the fortiticy,
ions.

The gallant hero of inferior numbers did nog attaek me on the m
_ orn-
ing of the 27th, and I'was forced to be content with re-enforcing Colone]
Harlan with the Thirteenth Kentucky Infantry and pine companies of
:?l?oTwelfth_ Eentucky Cavalry, at the urgent request of Colonel Shanks,
mani%r?erwces he will, of course, mention in his report in a proper

The troops were all in readiness for the reception of Morgan, The
bl_'aes guns (6-pounders), under command of Captain Demarest, Twenty.
fifth Michigan Infantry, manuned by infantry, were placed in positions
commanding Ba,(;on Creek and Greensburg roads, and the siege guns
being in the fortifications near the bridge, under special charge of Cap.
tain Stacey, Inspector-general of the Tenth Division, whose perse-
verance in overcoming the difficulties of mounting the guns without the
Proper equipments, deserves the highest praise. The officers and men

I cannot speak too highly of the cavalry commands of Colonels Gra
and Shanks, Captains Dickey an w { ol
th%\{ n?n’deréd c(?nstantly. Y and Twyman, for the valnable services

egle’s sharpshooters were promptly at their post, ready at any &
to do their duty as becomes their colr)nn{ands, as I:;.lso,the gne huylzldlrlg(?
and seventh Iliinois, Lientenant-Colonel MeComaa. The Twenty-seventh
Kentucky, Lieut., Col. J. H. Ward, also rendered efficient service south
gfx flllxe;exgirgr, gptt hfopl&ge]tlt_ing t% b;‘ing to your notice Lientenant Hale’s
n Six ichigan Batter ) i : i
hattalion of the Thirty-thigrd Kentucli&.a »d Osptain Hall, comunanding

I was materially assisted in my duoties of the disposition and move.
ments of my command by J, 8, Butler, acting assistant adjutant-gen-
eral, and Captain Stacey, of General Gilbert’s staff ; also by tho energy
and eﬂicmncy'of volunteer aides, Lieutenant Smith, Thirteenth Ken.
tucky, and [Lientenant Dawson, Thirty-third Kentucky; also Post
Quartermaster and Lieutenant Cummings. ’

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E.ZH; HOBSON,

GLORGE K. SprED, Colonel, Commanding Post,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Genoral, Tenth Divigion.

No. 6.

Report of Capt. Frank W. Dickey, Second Michigan Cavalry, of skirmigh
at G&z&gow, Ky.
CAvE Oiry, Ky,

. December 24, 1862—8.04 p. m.

GENERAL: The Second Battalion of Michkigan Cavalry were attacked
at Glasgpw at dark this evening. Two of our men killed. Two or three
rebels killed. We were on the march from Gallatin to Munford viile,
Rebels supposed to be strong—have two batteries,
I W. DICKEY,
General Roskorans, Captain.
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No. 7.

Report of Col. Isaae P. Gray, Fourth Indiana Cavaelry, of skirmish neay
Green's Chapel, Ky.

MUMFORDVILLE, December 31, 1862.

COLONEL: Iu accordance with your vrder, I took the forces under my
eamnmand, consisting of two companies of the Fourth Indiana Cavairy
and two companies of the Fifth Indiana Cavalry, and proceeded to scout
the road. 1 had just reached the pike with the colamn when my ad.
vaunce, which was about 1 mile ahead, was fired upon by the advance
of the enemy. I immediately ordered the fences to be thrown down on
each side of the road, and directed Captain Purdy’s company, of Fourth
Indiana Cavalry, to proceed throngh the field on the right of the pike,
and form his company in line of battle. He had Jjust got his company
formed when the enemy came on at full speed, ou a charge, 300 strong,
and, when within shooting distance, commenced firing. 1 sent Lien.
tenant Smith, in command of Compauny C, of Fifth Indiana Cavalry,
through the field on the left of the pike, aud ordered him to proceed
down a hollow in the field out of view of the enemy, who did not dis-
cover him until he commenced firing at not to exceed 50 yards range,
which threw bim into coufusion and caused him Lo retreat in disorder,
with a loss of 9 killed, and, as near as I can ascertain, 22 wonnded and
5 prisoners. My loss was 1 killed and 2 taken prisoners, by being in.
toxicated and straggling bLebind the comvmand. I had also several
horses shot. 1 had searcely got mny command reorganized before the
main force of the enemy, 4,500 strong, came on at full speed, flanking
at both sides for the purpose of surrounding my eommand, but were not
fast enough to effect this object.

Yours, most respectfully,
ISAAC P. GRAY,

Oolonel, Fourth Indiana Cavalry.
Colonel HogsoN.

No. 8.

Eeport of Col. William H. Benneson, Seventy-eighth Illinoiz Infantry, of
skirmish at New Haven, Ky.

HpQRs. SEVENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VoLg.,
New Haven, Ky., January 10, 1863.

BIR: In obedience to the order of General Gilbert, requiring a report
of the late affair between the troops of my eommand at this place and a
body of the enemy, I have the honor to report as follows:

The enemy appeared in the vicinity of the stockade at this place on
the evening of the 29th ultimo, and displayed a force much superior to
Iny own, but the extent of his numbers I eonld not ascertaiz. The weak-
ness of iy command, consisting of one company (H, Beventy-eighth
Ilinois Volunteers) only, numbering 80 guns, and the atrict orders I was
under to keep within 300 yards of the stockade, aud act on the defensive
alone, prevented me making any reconnaissance to ascertain his strength,
In anticipation of an attack from him the next morning, the stockade
and its environs were cleared for action, and every precaution taken to
secure the safoty of my men as far as possible under the circumstances.

About 9 o’clock the next morning (December 30), after a formal de-
mand for the surrender of the post, and refusal, the enemy, with ope
Piece of artillery (a 12-pounder howitzer), but with a force smaller than he
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B8ECORD Division.
Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

First Drigade. !
Brig. Gen. L. E. PoLx.

let Arkansas, Col. Jehu W. Colquaitt.
13th Arkansas.
15th Arkanags,

5th Confederate, Col. J. A, Smith.

22 Tennesseo, Col. W. D. Robison.

5th Tenuesses, Col, B. J. Hill.
Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lieut, T. J. Key.

8econd Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 87. JouN R. LIbDELL.

2d Arkansas, Col. D. C. Govan.
6th Arkansas, Lient. Coi.} Joha E. Murray.
Col. 8. G, Smith.
?:‘ﬁ ﬁt:ﬂ::‘ Lieut. Col, F. J. Camcron,
'{ Maj. W. F. Douglass.
8th Arkansas:

Col. John H. Kelly,
Licut. Col. G. F. Baucum.
Hwott's (Misaissippi) battery, Lieut. H.
Shannon,

McCowN's
Maj. Gen. J.
First Brigade.t

Brig. Gen. M. D. Ector.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke.
11th Texas Cavalry:

Col. J. C. Burks.

Lieut. Col. J. M. Boands.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp.
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Andrews.
Texaa Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Third Brigads.
Brig. Gen. Busurop R. Jounson.

17th Tennessse :

Col. A, 8. Marks.

Lisut. Col. W. W. Floyd.
23d Tennessee, Lisnt, Col. R. H. Keeble
25th Tennessee :

Col. J. M. Hughs.

Lieut. Col. 8amuel Davia.
37th Tonnessea :

Col. M, White.

Maj. J. T. McReynolds.

Capt. C. G. Jaroagin.
44th Tennessee, Col, John 8. Fulton.
Jefferecon (Mise.) Artillery, Capt. Put,

Darden,
Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8. A, M. Woob.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B, Wood.
334 Alabama, Col. Samuel Adams,
3d Confederate, Maj. J. F. Cameron.
45th Missisaippi, Lieut. Col. R. Charlton.
I5th Mississippi Battalion Bharpshooters,
Capt. A. T, Hawkine,
Alabama Baitery, Capt. Henry C. Semple.

Divieion.*
P. McCown.
Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JamEs E. Rains.
Col. R. B. VANCE.

3d Georgis Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. A,

Stovall.
9th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Joseph T.
8mith.
29th North Carolina, Cel. R. B. Vance.
ilth Tennessee :
Col. G. W. Gordon.
Lient. Col. William Thedford.
Eufaula(Ala.) Light Artillery, Lieut. W,
A. McDuffle.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. EvanpEr McNaig.
Hagrp

Col. R. W.

1st Arkanspe Mounted Rifies
Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramsaur,

ER.
]

2d Arkansas Mounted Rifles,} Lieut. Col, J. A. Willismson.
4th Arkansas, Col. H. &. Bunn,

30th Arkansas:
Maj. J. J. Franklin.
Capt. W. A. Cotter.
4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj.

J. A. Rosa.

Arkavsas Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphreys.

* Of Smith’s corps, servin,

with Hardee.

t The regiments of this brigade serving as infantry.

{ Berving as infantry.
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CAVALRY.*
Brig. Gen. JOBEPH WHEELER.
W heeler’s Brigade. Whartow's B igade,

Brig. Gen, JoskPE WHEELER.

Ist Alabama, Col. W. W, Allen.
3d Alabama:
Maj. F. Y. Gaines.
Capt. T. . Mauldin,
5lat. Alabama:
Col. John T. Morgan.
Lient. Col. J. D. Webb.
8th Coufederate, Col. W. B. Wade.
1st Tennessoe, Col. James E. Carter.

— Tennessee Battalion, DeWitt C.

Douglass.

— Tennessee Battalion, Maj. D. W,

Holman.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. H. Wiggins.

Buford’s Brigade.
Brig. Gou. A. BUFORD.
3d Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler.
oth Kentueky, Col, D. H. Smith,
tth Kentucky, Col. J. W, Grigsby.
Pegram’s Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JORN PEGRAM.

st Georgia.
18t Louisians.

Brig. Gen. JOEN A, WRARTON.

L4th AlabamaBattalien,Lient. Col. James
C. Malone.
st Coufederate, Col. John T. Cox.
3d Confederate, Lieut. Col. William N,
Estes.
24 Georgia:
Lieut, Col. J. E. Dunlop.
Maj. F. M. Ison.
3d Georgia (detachment) Maj. R
Thompson.
2d Tennesses, Col. H. M. Ashby.
4th Tennessee, Col. Baxter Smith.
— Tennesses Battalion, Maj. Johu R.
Davia,
8th Texas, Col. Thomas Harrison.
Murray’s( Tennessce) regiment, Maj. W. 8,
Bledsoe.
Escort company, Capt. Paul ¥, Anderson.
McCown’s sscert compsny, Capt. L. T.
w%ardy' B.F
ite’s (Tennseses) Lattary, Capt. .,
Whits, jr. » Capt

ARTILLERY.4

Baxter's (Tennesses) battery.
Byme's (Kentueky) battery.
Gibsor’s {(Georgia} battery.

No. 190.

Reports of General Brazton Bragy, C. 8. Avmy, commanding Army of
Tennessce, with congratulatory orders, de.

MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN., December 30, 1862,
(Received at Richmond, Va., Jannary 1, 1863.)

Artillery firing at intervals and heavy skirmishing of light troops
all day. Enemy very cautious, and declining a general engagement.
Armies are in line of battle within sight.

General 8. CooPER.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

* Forrest’s and Morgan’s commands on detached service

t Probably incompicte.

} Byrne’s battery mentioned in Breckenridge's report, The athers do net appear to
have been engaged in the eampaign. Baxter's battery reported as at Shelbyville,

December 31, and Gilson's was ordered,
be fitted for the field.

December 1, 1862, to Chattanooga, Tens., to
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TuLLAHOMA, TENN., January, 23, 1863,

DEAR SIR: I bave the horor to make the followin g report of arms, am.
munition, and equipments eaptured at battle of Murfreesborongl, viz :

Ist. 1 removed seven pieces of artillery from the field to Murfreeshor.
ongh; caliber unknown.

2d. 1 captured about 300 ronnds of fixed ammunition for 12-pounder
howitzer, about 100 rounds of which I used in the fight.

3d. I captured about 500 friction-primers, a portion of which I used
ia the fight.

4th. The gunners captured gauges, rammers, priming-wires, &c., the
exact number of which I cannot state, as some were lost.

5th. I captured 8 battery horses and some few pieces of harness.

The pole was shot out of one of my howitzers. I sent it to Murfrees
borough and replaced it with a piece we captured tron a Michigan battery

Tlost 9 horses killed and disabled.

Respectfully submitted.

PUT. DARDEN,
Captain, Commanding Battery.
Capt. R. B. S8NowDEN.

Reports of Brig. Gen. 5. A. M. Wood, C. S. Army, commanding Fourth
Brigade, including skirmish on the Nolensville road, December 27.

HpQrs. WooD’s BRIGADE, CLEBURNE'S Drvision,
HARDEE'S CORPS, ARMY 0F TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 11, 1863,

B1k: In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I submit the
following report of the part taken by my brigade in the recent battles
before Murfreesborough, Tenn. :

On the morning of December 27 last, Lieutenant-General Hardee, who
was then in person at our advanced post at Triune, ordered we, in con-
junction with Brigadier-General EJo}.m A.] Wharton, whose command
was then within 2 miles of that place, to skirmish with the advancing
columns of the enemy.

My brigade consisted of two companies of sharpshooters, the Sixteenth
Alabama, the Thirty-third Alabama, and the Forty-fifth Mississippi
Regiments ; in all, about 930 men and officers.

The Forty-fifth Mississippi was posted at dayli ght abount 13 miles from
Triune, on the Nolensville pike; four companies deployed as skirmishers
on the right of the road, three supporting a section of Darden’s battery
on the left, and one deployed as skirmishers on the left flank.

The enemy appeared at 9 a. m.; our batters opened on him. The
enemy attempted three times to place a battery in position oun a hill 500
yards from us, but was driven away by our fire. Iis cavalry now ap-
peared in large numbers on both our right and left flanks, Brigadier-
General Wharton, with his command, holding him in check., It was
found necessary to retire our guns, which I did, and caused our skir-
wishers to assemble and fall back under the Protection of our cavalry
in return to our second line, consisting of the Sixteenth Alabama, de-
ployed as skirmishers on the left of the pike in rear of Triune, the skir-
mishers, thrown forward on theleft behind a stoue wall, near the Franklin
road ; Darden's battery and Qaptain White's battery, of two pieces, of
Brigadier-General Wharton’s command, were massed near the turnpike,
The enemy soon possessed themselves of the heights near Triune,
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In the mean time I had detailed 20 men to report to Capt. J. W.
Green, of the engineers, of Lieutenant-General Hardee’s staff, who had
offered his services to me, and ke had totally demolished the bridge
across the stream just beyond Triune.

I am deeply indebted to Captain Green for services rendered during
this day, in every way cvincing a zeal and knowledge, as well as cour-
age, worthy of the highest commendation, bringing his men away from
the bridge only when the enewy’s shells were fallivg in their midst, the
work having been accomplished.

The enemy’s batteries, placed on the hill out of range of our pieces,
now opened fire upon us. I ordered the guns behind the crest of the
ridge. At this time large masses of cavalry appeared moving toward
our left. They were fired upon by the six pieces which were rapidly
advanced to the top of the hill. Many saddles were emptied and the
whole thrown into confusion.

At this time a heavy storm of hail and rain beat in our faces, conceal-
ing the movements of the enemy. It had notabated before he was found
to be advancing with alice of infantry extending a milein length. Our
skirmishers fired quickly upon the line, but seeiug the overwhelming
forces against us, General Wharton and myself concluded at once to
retire. The artillery was ordered off. One piece of Darden’s had been
scat to the left and was 400 yards from the pike. The enemy made
great exertions to capture it, but the cooluess and courage of Captain
Darden ; the steadiness of our skirmishers on assembling and firing on
the enemy ; the gallant condact of Captain [B. FA White, jr., in placing
a piece of his battery in position on the pike, and firing so rapidly on the
advancing lines as to check them (but, above all, the disposition of cav-
alry made by Brigadier-General Wharton), gave time to bring it off in
safety. In consequence of the loss of the bridge, the enemy could bring
no artillery to bear on us. Oue piece of Darden’s was now placed on
the pike, and, firing upon the enemy, permitted our whole column to
retire in good order, covered by the cavalry.

We marched until dark and bivouacked 3 miles from the Eaglesville
pike, where I received an order to move at dawn to Murfreesborough,
which I did.

In this affair I lost but 6 men; as they were left behind, I cannot say
whether killed or wounded. The enemy report their loss to citizens of
Triune (and we also have it from prisoners captured at Murfreesbor-
ough} at 65.

It 1s now known that [General A. MeD.] McCook’s corps, of three
divisions, was assailing us on that day.

I am, general, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant,
S. A. M. WOOD,
Brigadier.General, Commanding.
Capt. IrRving A. Buck,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HnQrs. WooD's BRIGADE, CLEBURNE'S Drivision,
Harpre's Corrs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 11, 1863,
STR: In obedience to orders from division headquarters, [ submit the
following report of the part taken by my brigade in the recent battles
before Murfreesborough :
Having arrived at Murfreesborongh on Sunday night, the 28th instant
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General Breckinridge's division, and was engaged in the action that day.

Total loss, 3 men wonnded, 4 horses killed, and several more wounded.
The stock was very mnch exhausted, not having been unharuessed in
8ix days.
The officers and men all bore themselves well and with coolness,
Sergt. A. A. Blake especially displayed much gallantry,
Respectfnlly submitted.
4. H. WIGGINS,

tain.,
Colonet [W. B.] WaDE. Captain
No. 305.
Keport of Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, €. 8. Army, commanding Cavalry
Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS WHARTON'S CAVALRY Br1GADE,
Shelbyville Pike, Tenn., January 22, 1863.

Major: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the oper-
ations of the brigade acting under my orders during the battles before
Murfreesborough, comuencing December 31, 1862, and ending Satar-
day, January 3, 1863

The brigade was composed of the following commands.t * * *

I received my orders from Lieut. Gen. W. J. Hardee in person. They
were a8 follows: I was informed that at daylight on the morning of the
31st [ultinro] our left wing would attack the enemy’s right. Being drawn
up on t-}m extreme left, I was ordered to reach the enemy’s rear as soon
a8 possible, and to do them all the damage I could. My command was
formed before daylight. Ihad divided my brigade into three commands
in order that it might be better wielded : Texas Rangers, Third Confed-
erate, and Second Georgia, under Colonel Harrison; the First Confed-
erate, Davis Battalion, Malone’s battalion, and Murray’s regiment, under
Colonel Cox, and the remainder of the command actfug a8 a support to
the battery and as a reserve. I moved the eommand promptly at day-
light. So vigorous was the attack of our left npon the enemy’s right,
proceeding first at a trot and then at 3 gallop, I had to travel a distance
of 23 miles betore I reached the enemy’s rear. I succeeded in getting
Inte position near the Wilkinson pike, with the enemy in my front;
caused Colonel Cox to form his command for a charge; directe: Ca.pf
tain White to open on the enemy with his battery. After a brisk fire
from the artillery, I ordered Colonel Cox to charge, which he did in gal-
lant style, as ovidenced by his capturing the Seventy-fifth Regiment
LHinois Intantry,

. About this time Captain [S. P.] Christian [Compavy E, Eighth Texas
Cavalry], with fonr companies of Texas Rangers, charged a four-gun
battery and captured it, including horses, drivers, harness, and every-
thing pertaining to it.

Up to this time we bad taken about 1,500 prisoners, which, with the
artitlery aud one piece found without horses abouta mile in the enemy’s
rear, were sent 1o the proper officer i Murfreesborough.

The envmy’s immense wagon traing, guarded by a heavy force of cav-
alry, could be seen woving near auil in the rear of the enemy in the di-
rection of the Nushville pike. [ deterinined to move across the country,
give thre cavalry battle, wid to attempt to capture the train. Qur inl‘amtry’

t See Organization of the Army of Tenncsses, No. 149, p, 661.
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by this time had sncceeded in driving the enemy across the Wilkinson
pike. In reaching a point about three-quarters of a mile distant from
the Nashville pike, 1 discovered the wagon train of the enemy, together
with some artillery, moving along the pike. A heavy body of cavalry
was drawn up near and parallel to the pike, facing me, and a consider-
able body was drawn up nearer me to give battle. The battery was
placed in position. Ashby’s regiment and L. T. Hardy’s company
formed io frontof the enemy. Harrison’s comimand formed on bis right
flank. The battery opened with considerable effect. It was ordered to
cease firing and Ashby and Hardy ordered tocharge, which they promptly
did. They were met by a counter-charge of the cnemy, supposed to be
the IFourth Reguiars, with drawn sabers. At the same time Harrison’s
command was ordered to charge, which they did in the most gallant and
handsome mauner. The Rangers, in advance, met the enemy, and com-
pletely routed them, relieving Ashby’s command, which was hard pressed.
Availing myself of the confusion cansed by the rout of the enemy’s ad-
vanced cavalry, the entire brigade was ordered to charge the enemy’s
whole cavalry force, drawn up in line half a mile in rear of their mair
line of battle, protecting their wagon train. The order was responded
to in the most chivalrous manner, and 2,000 horsemen were hurled on
the foe. The ground was exceedingly favorable for cavalry operations,
and after a short hand-to-band conflict, in which the revolver was nsed
with deadly effect, the enemy fled from the field in the wildest confusion
and dismay, and were pursued to Overail’s Creek, a distance of 2 miles.
After they had erossed Overall’s Creek, the enemy reformed out of range
of our guns.

The wagon train—consisting of several hundred wagons—many pieces
of artillery, and about 1,000 infantry, who were either guarding the
wagons or were fugitives from the feld, were ours. The trains were
turned round, and started back oo the pike toward Murfreesborongh.

I had proceeded but a short distance in the charge when I was in-
formed that a heavy cavalry force immediately in my rear was about to
charge my battery, which, being unable to keep up with the cavalry in
a charge, was some distance behind. Knowing that it wounld be impos-
sible to withdraw my men from the parsuit, and having no dispositien to
do so, I immediately returned in person with two of my staff—Lieuten-
ants [b. 8.] Terry, jr., and [G. W.] McNeal—and found the battery with no
support save Colonel Smith and 20 of his men, the balance, with too much
zéal, having engaged in the pursuit of the fleeing enemy. My arrival
was most opportune. About 300 of the enemy’s cavalry, not over 400
yards distant, were bearing (down upon the battery with a speed that
evinced a determination fo take it at all hazards. A few men, with Colo-
ne! Bmith, were premptly formed, and the battery unlimbered and or-
dered to fire upon the approaching enemy. Several shells were exploded
in their ranks and they retired in confusion. The command that had
captored the wagona, thinkiug that they bad driven the entire foree of
the enemy’s cavalry across Overall’s Creek, and apprehending danger
alone from that quarter, were prepared to meet it only from that direc-
tion. Besides, mauy were scattered along the entire length of the
wagon train, directing its movements and guarding the numerous pris-
oners taken. Im this condition they were attacked by the same party
of cavalry from the direction of Murfreesborough that I had repulsed
with the artillery, the enemy’s cavalry that we had driven across Over-
all’s Creek being in condition likewise to attack them in the rear. Owing
to this and to my being detained to defend the battery, we were able
only to bring off a portion of the wagons, 5 or 6 pieces of artillery, about
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400 prisoners, 327 Dbeef cattle, and o goodly number of mules cut from
the wagons,

In this engagement the enemy suffered severely, losing many officers
and wen, both killed and captured. Awmong the foriner was Oul, Minor
Milliken, who was killed by Private John Bowers, of Company K, Texas
Rangers, in single combat,

My loss was about 150 killed, wounded, and missing,

Oaptain {R. J. C.] Gailbreath, of Murray’s regiment; Lieutenant
Q’Vﬂham] liis, Company G, Texas Rangers, and Lieutenant iW. H.J

harp, Company B, same regiment, were wounded and left upoen the
fleld. Adjt. N. D. Rothrock, of Third Confederate Regiment, was killed.
My assistant inspector- general, Walker, was also woanded, and has since
died of his wounda.

. ToQapt. Paul {F.} Anderson and his gallant company (my escort) I am
indebted for the capture and safe delivery of 327 beeves and the guard
accompanying them.’

Haviug placed the booty within our lines, T again returned to the
rear of the enemy and to the vicinity of the Nashville pike, and continued
to engage the ememy until the middle of the atternoon. At dusk I
stationed the command upon the left of our infantry and picketed for
its protection. All soldiers in the command who were armed with shot
or other indifferent guns exchanged them for those of a more approved
character.

When it is borne in mind that the operations of this brigade wers
entirely in rear of the enemy, and not a mile from his line of battle;
when it ig likewise borne in mind that it sunceessfully engaged all arms
of the service—infantry, artillery, and cavalry—and captured and sent
to the rear nore prisoners than the command nuwmbered, I think it will
be cheerfully conceded that they performed meritorious and inportant
services and are entitled to the commendation due from the command-
ing general to gallant soldiers.

On Thursday morning, the enemy being reputed to be in full retreat,
I was dlrected_ by the commanding general to attack them at any point
deemed practicable on the Nashville and Murfreesboreugh pike. I
moved my command, in connection with Generals Wheeler and Buford,
arouud to La Vergne, reachiug that place abont 4 p. wm, A large train
of wagons and some artillery were seen moving along the pike with a
stroug escort of cavalry in the direction of Nashville, General Wheeler
moved across the conntry and astacked the train a mile below La Vergne.
I attacked the enemy in front, in La Vergne, having dismounted a por-
tion of my command. We captured about 100 wagons, 160 prisoners,
300 mules, and 1 piece of artillery.  Ten of the wagous, the piece of
artillery, and the mules were brought away aud delivered to the proper
officer. The remaining wagons, with the quartermaster'’s commissary
aud ordnance stores contained in them, were burned. A regiment b%
infantry under Col, Dennis was stationed in a cedar brake and
fortifications near this point. T caused the battery under Lientenant
[Arthur} Pae [jr.], who acted with great gallantry, to open on it. The
fire at a range of uot more than 460 yards was kept up for more than
an honr, and must have resulted in great damage to the enemy. 1
ca.use(‘] the enemy to be charged on three sides at the same time by Colo-
nels Cox and Smith and Lieutenaut-Colonel iJames (.] Maloue, and the
charge was repeated four times, but the enemy was so strongly posted
tha‘t It was found impossible to dislodge him,

Colonels Cox and Smith and Lieutenant-Colouel Malone and their
commands behaved with the ntmost, gallantry. To Capt. Fergus Kyle, of
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the Texas Rangers, I am indebted for the capture and safe delivery of
mapy of the mules taken. Major Bledsoe, of Murray’s regiment, was
prompt and efficient in Lurning the wagons which could uot be re-
moved, Lieut. G. W, McNeal, of my staff, and Private Coepeland, of
Third Confederate Regiment, burned several wagons ander very heavy
fire from the enemy. The wagons were riddled with bollets during the
firing.

Nigght coming on, I started for Murfreesborough, which place I reached
at 1 a. m. next morning, after a march of 40 miles and four hours’ fight-
ing., My loss in Murray’s, Smith’s, and Cox’s regiments and Malone’s
battalion in officers and men was very considerable. The command
encamped the remainder of the night on the left of our line of battle.

Upon Friday 1 was ordered by (eneral Bragg to the right. When
Breckinridge's division attacked the enemy’s left on Friday afternoon,
having received no intimation that such an attack was contemplated, 1
accompanied Pegram’s battery to the front and right with Companies
D and K, of the Texas Rangers, and my escort company. Capt. Paul
LF.] Anderson not being able to induce General Pegram to open with his

attery (he being fearful of firing into our own troups), I took charge of
the battery, placing it upon a commanding hill, and opened fire upon a
heavy column of the enremy advancing from their extreme left to turn
Breckinridge’s right. The fire was so effective (the range not being
over D00 yards) as to shoot down their standard and throw them into
confusion. The fire was continued until my horse was shot. I was
thrown in his struggles, and when I suceseded in gettiug another horse
the battery had been run off without any oceasion whatever. Shortly
after this, Breckinridge's division gave way. I sent an order back for
my command to dismount and toadvance to eover our retreating forces.
I rode across the field and joined General Preston, whom I found at the
liead of the remnants of his brigade, going to where my men were formed
on foot. The command remained in saddle all night in rear and as the
support of a battery on our extreme right,

During Saturday nothing of impertance occurred, the command being
beld upon the extreme right to prevent the euemy from turning that
flank.

In obedience to orders from Lieutenant-General Polk, 1 moved the
ecommand before daylight Sundoy morning into Murfreesborough. I
left three regiments to burn a bridge, and fell back slowly before the
enemy, and sent the remainder 6 miles on the Shelbyville pike to feed,
since which time I have been at this point picketing and protecting the
frount of our army.

Lt is considered proper to state that on Monday, the 29th, we were en-
gaged the entire day between the Franklin dirt road and the Wilkinson
pike with a large foree of the enciny’s cavalry, and that the Texas Ran-
gers acted with even more thau their usoal gallanivy {v a dasling charge,
saving one regimeut of the brigade from « complete rout by the enemy’s
forces.

I take pleasure in reporting the coundnct of the entire eommand in
the different evgagements as characterized by intrepidity and a deter-
wination to conquer at all hazards. The Rangers, being armed with
revolvers, are better prepared to meet the enemy’s cavalry than other
regiments in the brigade. The battle of Weduesday was fought at great
disadvantage on our part, the enewmy’s cavalry being mach more effi-
ciently armed and equipped. 'The proper weapou for cavalry has proven
to be the revolver.

It affords me great pleasure to commend in the highest terms both
officers and soldiers. Colonels Cox, Harrison, and Smith, Lieutenant.
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Colonels Malone and Eates, Captains [G.] Cook and [S. P Christi

of Texas Rangers, and Captain [L. T5 Hardy, of ngeral] McCcs)E:f{;I’g
escort, behaved with the utmost gallantry and judgment. Maj. F. M.
Ison commanded the Second Georgia during Wednesday'’s fight. The
members of my staff were prompt and efficient, und reckless of danger.

The loss of the brigade was 108 killed and wounded,and 107 captured ;
150 horses killed, A detailed accounut of the casualties has been sent
to (()}eneral Bragg.

aptain [B. F.] White, jr., of my battery, whose gallantry o on thi
and every other field was most conspicnofl’s, was tgken 80 3vyriollzmtl; illsl‘
upon Wednesday night as to render it eatirely itmpossible for him to
be removed upon our evacnation of Murfreesborough.

Colonel Ashby was ordered to report early Thursday morning to Gen-
eral Pegram with his regiment, and was not in my brigade afterward.
The entire strength of the brigade was about 2,000, :

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant,
JNO. A, WHARTON,

Maj. T. B, Ro, Brigadier-General of Cavalry.

Assistant Adjutant. General.

No. 308,

Report of Brig. Gen. Abraham Buford, C. 8. Arm !
] : T ] . 8. Y, commanding Cavaly
Brigade, including skirmishe December SiJanuary 3.g Y

HEADQUARTERS BUFORD'S CAVALRY BRIGADE,
S 0 Camp near Beech Grove, Tenn., Janugry 11, 1863,
'ENERAL : I have the honor herewith to forwar i

during the battle of Murfreesborough, [Teun. ] ardzoport of my brigade

My brigade, composed of Colonel Smith’s régiment, aysigned for duty
with Colonel Grigsby, numbering 220 effective men, Colonel Grigsby’s
regiment, 230, and Colonel Butler, 180 mwen, in all 631 effective men, in
accordance with orders from the general commanding, moved to RO\:GI‘
18 miles southwest of Murfreesborougl, on the Shelbyville and Nash.
ville pike, where I remained until Wedaesday, 31st [ultimo].

Ha.v’mg received an order from General Bragg to move upon the
%nemdy s lank aud be ready for a vigorous pursuit, delivered at 12 m.

uesday night (30th), I moved at daylight Wednesday morning (31st)
and reached the battle-field at 12 m., taking position on the extreme left,
I there joined General Wheeler, and, in concert with him, moved rapidly
along the enemy’s flank, my brigade being in advance, until we enconnt.
ered a force of the enemy, cousisting of artillery, cavalry, and infantry,
escorling a large wagou train, the enemy occupying quite a stron g posi-
tion on a hill near Millers. [ immediately disposed my command for
Eu _a.ttac’k, threw forward Captain [T. H.] Shanks’ company, of Colonel

rlgsby\s regiment, ag skirmishers, and formed the brigade in line of
battle, Colonel Butler on the right, threatening the enemy’s flank, and
Colonel Grigsby on the left, in front of the enemy’s lines. The attack
ggi operfned by our skirmisbers, the enemy replying with artillery. After
dria “;g]z]yeg.i;%l:ﬁls, I received an order from General Wheeler to with-

1p this skirmish I lost I man private of Colonel Butler i
killed and 3 wounded ; 2 horses( killed and 2 disabled, e{?éserggi)[tl;fgg
some 30 prisoners, who were paroled on the field,
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Having withdrawn my force tn good order, and acting in conjunction
with General Wleeler, I moved back on the right toward and on the
Wilkinson pike, on the left bank of Overall’s Creek, near Mrs. Wash-
ington’s. Here we found the enemy posted on the right bank of the
creelr, nnder cover of the woods. General Wheeler, on the right bank,
attacked them, and I immediately drew up Colonel Grigsby’s regiment
(holding Uolonel Butler’s in reserve) on the right flank of the enemy,
crossed the creek, charged the enenmy, and drove him back with severe
loss upon the lines of his heavy infantry.

My loss was here 2 commissioned officers {Major Chenoweth and Capt.
William Cawmpbell) and 6 privates wounded. We captured some 10 or
15 prisoners, who were paroled on the field.

Night coming on, my brigade was withdrawn from the field, receiving
orders to move the next day (Thursday), in conjunction with Generals
Wheeler and Wharton, to the rear of the enemy. Uniting my brigade
with theirs, I marched to La Vergne, co-operating with them iu capturing
and destroying a large nnmber of wagons laden with commissary and
quartermaster’s stores, taking a large number of prisoners. Ninety-five
of the Twenty-second Indiana lnfantry came out and voluntarily sar-
rendered to Lieut. D. E. Myers, whe was alone a short distance in front
of his command. )

I returned the next morning (Friday) to my original position on the
left of our line of batile, near Mrs. Washington’s, and remained there
during the day, with no material results. At 9 p. m. [ was ordered
again to co-.operate with (General Wheeler in rear of the enemy, and
moved at once. We enconntered the enemy near Cox’s Hill, about 8
wiles from Nashville, on the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike. My
brigade being in the rear, found on arriving that General Wheeler had
already engaged the enemy, who was drawn up along the pike, his cav-
alry opposite the right wing of my brigade, whick I had moved into a
corn-field adjeiniug the pike. Receiving an order from General Wheeler
to move back to tho woodland skirting the field, I did so, to sapport the
attack in which Le was engaged. I drew up the brigade, dismounted
them to act as skirmishers, preparatory to an attack on the enemy’s left.
Before engaging, I was ordered by General Wheeler to withdraw my
eommand, as he had been ordered to return immediately to Murfrees-
borough.

I returned that (Saturday) night to my original position on the left of
our line of battle, near Mrs. Washington’s, and remained there until sun-
rise Sunday morning, when a dispateh from General Wheeler informed
me that the army bad commenced a retreat. I fell back to Murfrees-
borough, and retired on the Sbhelbyville pike in rear of the army.

1 take pleasure in calling the attention of the commnanding general to
the goad eonduct snd military bearing of most of the officers and men
of my eommand, and particularly the gallant conduct of Maj. J. Q. Cheno-
wetly, of Colonsl Butier's regiment, who was on duty as 2 member of my
staff, and Capt. G. M. Tiltord and Lieut. D. E. Myers, of Colonel Smith’s
regiment, who were on duty with Col. J. Warren Grigsby’s regiment
duaring the engagement of Wednesday evening. :

My thanks are due to the officers acting on my staff for the efficient
aid rendered we during the engagement.

I bave the honor to be, your obedient servant,
A. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General, Provisional Army.

GENERAL UOMMANDING ARMY,
{Through George William Brent, Assistant Adjutant-General.)




