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No. 189.

Organization of the Army of Tenmessee.?

POLE'S CORPS,

Lieut, Gen. LroNDAS PoLk,

First Division.

Maj. Gen. B, F. CHEATHAM.

First Brigade,
Brig. Gon. DaxizL 8. Domu;o;;

8th Tennesses:
Col. W. L. Moore,

. Lieut. Col, J. H. Anderson.
16ih Tennessee, Col. John H. Bavage.
38th Teunessee, Col. John C. Carter.
6lst Tennessee, Col. John Chester,
gl:h ‘él‘s,elzgreme, Col. 8, 8, Stanton.

T ennessee) batte: i

Ymes (Te ) ry, Lieut. L. G.

Second Brigade,
Brig. Gen. ALEXARDEE P, STEWART,

4th Tennessee

56B Temoume, }eol. 0. F. seranL
ennessee, Col, F. M,

24th Tennssseos : Walker.

Col. H. L. W, Bratton.

S1st T Maj. 8. E. Shannon,
'ennesees

234 Tmm: }Col. E. E. Tansil.

Missisaippi Battery, Capt. T. J. Stanford.

Third Brigade,
Brig. Gen. GRosex MaNmY

1 easee.

235% i.g’;;m: ;Col. H. R. Feild.
‘ennessee (Provisional Arm

. J. A. McMurry. ¥ Cel.
_6ith Tennesses, ;Col. C. 8. Hurt.

9th Tennessoe, § Maj. J. L. Harris.
Tonnessee Bbarpshooters, Capt. Frank
BTy

mith’a (Missiesippi) battery, Lient, Will-

iam B. 'I‘umer.pp ) battery, Lient. Wil

Fourth ( Prosion Smith's) Brigade.
Col. A, J. VavGHAN, JR.

12th Tennesses, Maj. J. N, A
13th Tennesses : 4 N Wysts
Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan.
Capt. B. F. Lanier.
29th Tennessoe, Maj. J. B. Johnson.
47th Tennessee, Capt. W, M. Watkins,
154th Tennesgee, Lieut. Col. M. Magev-

ney, jr.
9th Texas, Col. W. H. Young.
Allin’s (Tennessee) Sharpshooters :
Lieut. J. R. J. Creighton.
Lieut. T. F. Pattison,

Tennessee Battery, Capt. W, L. Boott.

8200ND DivisioN.
Maj. Gen. Joxms M. Witaxgs,

First (Doas’) Brigade.

Col. J. Q. LoowMis.
Col. J. G. CoLTART.

19th Alabama.
224 Alabatoa.
25{k Alabama.
26th Alabama.
i7ih ‘Lisbams harp
amsa Battalion 8 shoo
Capt. B. C. Yancey. ety
lat Louisiana (Regulars), Lieut. Col. ¥
H. Farrar, jr.

Ro'l‘::rtsou’a battery, Capt. F.H. Robert-

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JaMrs R. CHALMERS.
Col. T. W. WHITE.

7th Missiasippi.
9th Misaissippi, Col. T. W. White.
10th Mississippi.
43:; %{mm isaippi.
issisaippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
Ca t.p . F. Weat, P
Blythe's (Missinsippi) regiment.
Garrity’s {(Alsbama) battery.

* Compiled from the reports. Other officers tha. those
actual command of the organizations ind’ >ated, * named may bave also been in
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Third ( Walthall's} Brigade.
Brig. Gen. J. PATTON ANDERSON.

45th Alabama, Col. James G. Gilohrist.
24th Misaisaippi, Lieut. Col. R. P. Mo-
Kelvaine.
27th Miesissippi
Col. T. M. Jones.
Lieut. Col. J. L. Autry.
Capt. E. R. Neilson.
20th Missiesippi ;
Col. W, F. Brantly.
Lieut. Col. J. B. Morgan.
30th Missisaippi, Lieut. Col. J. L. Boaies.
30th North Carclina,® Capt. A. W. Bell.
Missouri Battery, Capt. 0. W. Barret.
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Fourth { Anderson's) Brigads.
Col. A. M, MANIGADLT.

24th Alabama.
26th Alsbama.
04h Bonth Garol
a arolina
18th Sonth Carolina, { Tl &9 Lythgoe.
Alabamna Battery, Capt. D. D. Waters.

HARDEE'S CORPS.
Lient. Gen. WiLLIaM J. HARDER.
FirstT Division.
Maj, Gen. JouN C. BRECKINRIDGE.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. DaNIEL. W. ADaAMS.
Col. RanpaLl L, GIBSON.

324 Alabama:

Lient. Col. Henry Maury.

Col. Alexander McKinstry.
13th Louisiana, } Col. R. L. Gibson.
20th Louisiana, { Maj. Charles Guillet.
16th Lonisiana, { Col, 8, W. Fisk,
25th Leuisisna, § Maj. F.C. Zacharie.
14th Louisiana Battalion, Maj. J. E. Aus-

tin.

Washington Artillery(5th Battery),Lieut.
W. C.D. Vaught. )

Second Brigade,

Col. J. B. PALMER.
Brig. Gen. GipEON J. PILLOW,

18th Tennesses :

Col. J. B. Palmer.

Lieut, Col. W. R. Butler.
26th Tonnessee, Col. John M. Lillard.
28th Tenneasee, Col. P. D. Cunningham.
324 Tennossee, Col. Ed, C. Cook.
45th Tenneseee, Col. A. Bearcy.
Moses’ (Georgia) battery, Lieui. R. W.

Anderson.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM PRESTON.

ot Eg:i‘g:: Col. Williar Miller.
4th Florida, Col. William L L. Bowen,
60th North Carolina, Col.J. A. McDowetl
20th Tennessee:
Col. T. B. Smith.
Lieut. Col. F. M. Lavender.
Maj. F. Claybrooke.
Tennessee Battery:
Capt. E. E. Wright.
Lieut. J. W. Mebane.

Fourth Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R. W, HaNsoN.
Col. R. P. TRABUE.

41st Alabsana:
Col. H. Talbird.
Lient. Col. M. L, 8tansel.
2d Kentucky, Maj. James W. Hewitt.
4th Kentucky:
Col. R. P. Trabue,
Capt. T. W. Thompson.
6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H. Lewis.
9th Kentucky, Col. T. H. Hunt.
Kentucky Battery, Capt. R. Cobb.

Jaoksow's Rrigade.t
Brig. Gen. JoaN K. JACKsON.

bth Georgia:
Col. W. T. Black.
Maj. C. P. Daniel.

2 Georgia Battalion Sharpshootors, Maj. J. J. Cox.
5th Misaissippi, Lieut. Col. W. L. Sykes.

8th Missisaippi:

Col. J, C. Wilkinson.
Lieut. Col. A. McNeill.
Pritchard’s (Georgia) battery.
Lumsden’s (Alabama) battery, Lieut. H. H. Cribbs.

* Joined briigade December 31; transferred, January 2, to Manigault's brigade.

t Tempo

y assigned to Breckinridge’s division,
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Your general deplores, in common with you, the loss of your gallant
comrades, who have fallen in our recent conflicts. Let their memories be
enshrined in your hearts, as they will ever be tenderly cherished by
their countrymen. Let it be yours to avenge their fate, and proudly to
emulate their deeds. Remember that your face is to the foe, and that
on you rests the defense of all that is dear to freemen. Boldiers, the
proudest reflection of your generals life is to be known as the com.
mander of an army so brave and invincible as you have proven. He
asks no higher boon than to lead such men to victory. To share theip
trials, and to stand or fall with them, will be the crown of his ambition,

: BRAXTON BRAGG,
General, Commanding,

No. 191.
Return of casualties in the Confederate Joroes,
[Compiled from nomina! lista. ]
Killed. ‘Wonnded. Misaing,
Cummand. g H E K] Oftoers killed
HHA % 3} g i
JHEE & 8|48 §
POLE'S8 CORPS.
CHEATHAM'S DIVISION.
Donelpon’s Brigads.
8th Tennessee. ... .......[ 4| 8741 17 48| 285( .| 808 | Col. William L. Moors,
Capt. William Sadier,
snd Lisota. Thomas 0.
Blacknall, A. G. Den-
ton, and N. Martin
Kerby.
1135/36) B; 147 155 1|16 18] 207 Capt. D. C. Sparlock.
li13|12! & [} . BSicapt..B.H_£ullmd.
1(wjun| 7 851 T2 8§ 8| 86 Capt. T.C.Campbell.
.82 | ] 5. 7
718502137 538 570 1|18 19! ee1
Btewarts Brigads, !
4th and 5th Temnesses..| 1! 7| 8] ¢ 62, 68 i 70 | Lieut J. P. Ferguson.
19th Tennomses ..........] 2(14 16| 6| 106 111 .. 127 | Capt. 8. J.A. Fragierand
fomt.8. G. Abernathy,
24th Tennessse.. ......., 3| 8| 9| 5 39 "l 53 | Ca queuo Irwin ln’;I
ients. J. B. ArnoMd
dlat and 33d T ll1B|u4| 7 64 Ti 2| 2 87 LI:NEJJV % gn&m
'ennosses . . ut. W. P. Entcherson.
Stanford's battery........ L] 2| 3| 7 7 1t | Lient. A. A. Hardin.
Total......... ..... B|42 50124, 2771 o1 21 2| 3m
Maney't Brigads.
1at Tenneasse ... | 81 81 1 T4 a3
4th Tennesess............ 4 5| 8 & 44 54
6th and 9th Tenneesee ........| 5| 5| 5 o 5 42
l[mo_*('uShsrpahoohm.. FPT I I O PO 4 ]
Bmith's battery . ........ .20 1] 1{. ) 1
Total .......... ... 2020 |11 158 €| 19
Smith's Brigade.
12th Tenncases...... ... 117 (18| 12| 125 137 9| 0 164 [ Lieuts. J. B Fieldorand
J. H. Patterson,
1ith Tennesses. .. ...... 112 118( ¢ . ] 28| 1 9 110 | Maj. Peter H. Cole.
39th Tennesues. ......... T B 74 8. ? ¥
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Eetwrn of casualties in the Confederats foroes—Continned.
Killed. Wounded. Misalng.
B(L1E g
THEHHEHHER:
g(5|518 &8 gl 2
Awmith's Brigads—Cont'd.
47th Tenneesee.......... 1o} 7 56 G| 21112 88 | Capt. James H. Sinclalr.
aunesses ..| 1118 (14| & T8 f4)....] 8] 3| 101 | Lient.C.8 Hall
iy s::izrr ........... 2|15]18] 8 ) w02 1] 1] 2 132 Lieunfa. R. F. Lucket! and
LFE‘K‘;‘ Bunch. Lt
Allin's Bharpshooters . .. L] [ 28 8 3 oni .
* 23 12 J.R.J. Creighton died
of wounds.
Besdt'a batbery ..c.......foco] 1] 2o e o] e - 1
Total. .............. 7| 68105 | 48 [ 514 5621 3 (85]88( 105
Grand total Cheat- | 22 277 1120 1,477 1,607 § 4 ) 61 { &5 |1, 039
ham's df
WITHERS' DIVISION.
Deas’ Brigade. Hoale
coeeeneeene| 11 7| 8| uaf 120 13 (... 8 3| 154] Capt Robertd. ¥
B! I Lieuts, J. N.smith sad
2] ¢i11] 8 Fid 3 M L{I?H-gﬂé-ﬂl N
N 4 ents. W.C, Gibson, A.
dj13(16] 10 ™ ] 4 109 A Pattoreon, and'H.
B. Soofleld.
. : : g g :g g
& eI Lienta. B. C. Cenas and
3| ¢ 8| 7 Tl 102 e
- B{ 8] 1 14 15 |. . 18
. S 19 |.. 1{1 20
Toted...cvvoouen.en. 8145 (083 |52 656 | 583 (....[31 81| g2
Ohalmars' Brigade. _
P R PO S W T 1]. R N 1
. 4 Capt. R. D. MoDowall
o I el A B B ¢ W8 N Lia. E. J. 3¢ Hare
Tigill and G. W, Jones,
h Misstssippi.......... . 8| 8| B [ .. &1 & B4
l’t“h lﬂlﬂiuigp ........ - 3] 6| 8| 8 62 TG .. 8| ¢ 8 %u%-]’b%gudeymd
.......... . 8| 156 | Licuts. F. M. Betts, W.
41st Minaissippi. S(mias| & 18| 128 8 G, Kannedy, aod 3. .
MceMahon.
Blytha'at(lﬂulﬂlmﬂ) wa-d] 4] 4] 1 L0 ] 31 1|16} 17 52
Ll .
ath mippiButhlion ead| T T 2| 22(.... - 29
Sharpshooters.
Garrity's battery....... | B B 2] 18] 200 23
Total....... 8|Bo{67 84| 00| 435| 1|30{40] Bi2
«..f 18 3: & u'i:' l‘g. T 7 12:
«f 8 5 IR PO
— Lieat. Col. Jamesa L. Av
2l 9lny{ s [ ] T 1] 1 8 tﬁ i ile
Capt. H. J. Barpar and
1y -t
il Rl Sl el e o) B R SR B ieuts, W. G Darky
dale, W, A, McDanlel,
u:ng.B.TS.S T &
- 2 [ I L] . T. W. Boone, G.
4167|6310 186 | 14 20 WF. o e e
Guire, J. C. McIntyre,
D. K. Pattonand E. B
Ridas.
9th Nocth Carolina......| 1| 1} 3/ 8 3 M|....|] 8| & 44 | Liout. John W, Rhea. .
Barrei's battery.......... PRV S PO 4 [ I PR DN SN 4
Todal........ S 18 118 /101 [ 42 | Boe. - 14 {14 TES
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next day, publish General Polk’s report of the battle of Muarfreesbor.
ough, which had been forwarded by its Richmoend correspondent, 8,
L,” the party to whom tbe corrected copy had been sent, and the report
wag accordingly published, as inclosed. I have thought it due to my-
self and to General Polk to make these statements to the Department,
in explanation of the appearance of the report.

Bince writing the foregoing, I have, in anaswer to an inquiry, received
the following dispatch trom the editor of the Register:

Thad no express anthority of the Government for publishing General Polk’s re-

port, but as my correspondent at Richmond had been allowed access to official copies
of the other reports, and it expressed no disapproval of their publication, I infe; its

oconsant,
J. A. BPERRY.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. RICHMOND,
Aide-de- Camp.

P. 8.—Mr. Minor, in his commaubication, informs me that no supple.
mentary report of the battle of Murfreeshorongh had been received at
the War Department. Such & report was made and forwarded to your
office, and this poatseript is added in explanation of its publication with
the main report.

[Indorsement.]

The explanation of this publication is little satisfactory. Express
authority of the Department should be obtained before the copy of any
official paper is intrusted to the agents of the press, who are under a
strong temptation to publish as news whatever may be interesting to
their readers.

J. A, B,

Seoretary.

No. 193.

ERoports of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Cheatham, C. 8. Army, commanding
First Diviston.

BEADQUARTERS OHEATHAM'S DIVISION,
PorLk’s Comps, ARMY oF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., February 20, 1883,

I have the honor to submit the following report of the action of this
division in the battles before Murfreesborough, commencing on Decem-
ber 30, 1862, and ending on January 3, 1863:

The division is composed of the following brigades and batteries:

Brig. Gen. D. 8. Donelson’s brigade: Sixteenth Regiment Tennessee
Yolunteers, Col. John H. Savage; Thirty-eighth Regiment Tennessee
Velunteers, Col. John C. Carter; Fifty first Regiment Tennessee Volun-
teers, Col. John Ohester; Eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
W. L. Moore; Eighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. 8. 8.
Stanton; Capt. W. W. Carnes’ light battery.

Brig. ('}en. A. P, Btewart’s brigade: Fonrth and Fifth Regiments Ten-
nessee Volunteers, Col. O. F. Strahl; Twenty.-fourth Regiment Tennessee
Volanteers, Col. H. L. W, Bratton; Thirty-first and Thirty-third Regi-
ments Tennessee Volunteers, Col. E. E. Tanasil; Nineteenth Regiment
E:nnessee ‘Volunteers, Col. F. M. Walker; Oapt. T. J. Stanford’s light

%“é’.!i‘aen. George Maney's brigade: First Begiment Tennesseo Vol-
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unteers, Col. H, R. Feild; Fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col
J. A. McMurry; Sixth and Ninth Regiments Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
0. 8. Hurt; Capt. Frank Maney’s company of sharpshooters; Capt.
[then Lieut.] W. B. Turner’s light battery (Mississippi).

Brig. Gen. Preston Smith’s brigade: One hundred and fifty-fourth
Senior ReTg'iment Tennessee Volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel {M, Magev
ney, er.] ; Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. A.J. Vaughan,
jr.;] Forty seventh Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Major [Thomas R.

bearon]; Twenty-ninth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, [Maj. John B.
Johnson;] Niuth Texas Infantry, Col. W. H. Young; Captain [P. T.|
Allin’s company of sharpshooters; Capt. W. L. Scott's light battery.

On December 26, General Maney’s brigade, being on outpost duty at
Stewart’s Creek, hearing heavy firing in front, was moved forward by
General Maney to La Vergne, b miles toward Nashville, where he came
in Bight of the enemy advancing, who encamped that night 3 miles be-
yond La Vergne. After a consultation with General Wheeler, who was
stationed at this advanced post with his eavalry brigade, they advised
the commander-in-chief that a general advance of the enemy had com-
menced.

On the morning of the 27th the enemy again commenced his advance,
our troops, both infantry and eavalry, skirmishing constantly with the
enemy, and gradually falling back, the infantry that night halting at
Overall’s Creek, and next day falling back to Murfreesborough.

On Monday morning, at daylight, the commwand (having the day pre
vions cooked three days’ rations, struck their tents, loaded their wagons.
and sent them to the rear) commenced crossing Stone’s River, and formey
line of battle in the following order, from right to left: First Brigade,
Brigadier-General Donelson commanding; Second Brigade, Brigadier-
General Stewart commanding; Third Brigade, Brigadier-Genersal Maney
commanding; Fourth Brigade, Col. A, J. Vaughan, [jr.,] commanding,
the line exteuding from the Nashville Railroad, on the right, to Frank-
lin road, on the left. My division was formed from 500 to 800 yards in
rear of Major-General Withers’ division, and was the supporting force
to that division, which formed the frout line of Polk’s ¢orps.

Nothing of importance occurred until the middle of the day on Tues-
day, when, the enemy having commenced deploying and forming his
lines in our front, heavy skirmishing was commenced between the op-
posing forces and continued to increase until near sunset, when, the
enemy having established Lis lines as far to his right as the Triune road,
where my left rested,in a dense cedar thicket, and more than 300 yards
in front of Colonel Loomis’ brigade, the firing became very heavy. In
the mean time Robertson’s battery, which had been placed iz positionin
the Triune road, supported in rear by the One hundred and fifty-fourth
Tennessee Regiment, which I had detached from Colonel Vaunghan's
brigade for that special duty, opened upon the enemy a heavy fire,
which was promptly answered by two of the enemy’s batteries. In a
short time afterward, three of the enemy’s regiments made a dash on
Rubertson’s battery, but were repulsed by a few rounds of canister from
the battery and a well-directed volley of musketry from the One hundred
and ifty-fourth Regiment Tenuessee Volunteers and two Alabama regi-
ments on Colonel Loomis’ left, after losing quite a number in killed
4and wonnded. During this engagement Captain Robertson had 14 men
wounded and several killed, and one ammunition chest blown up by the
explosion of a shell from the enemy. The One handred and fifty-fourth
Regiment Tennessee Volunteers lost counsiderably in this engagement,
but behaved themselvesmost gallantly. The enemy’s batteries kept up

46 R R—VOL XX, PT I
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a continual shelling until quite dark. The lcss in Loomis’ and Vanghan's
brigades and Robertson’s battery was over 75.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st, the attack was commenced
on our extreme left by Major-General MeCown’s division, supported by
Major-General Cleburne’s division, of Lieutenant-General Hardee's corps,
the plan of the battle being that the attack should be made by brigades,
each advancing to the front, attacking the enemy’s lines, then wheeling
to the right to take him in dank, to be followed up ir like manner from
left to right.

At 7 o'clock Colonel Loomis’ brigade, in the front line, was ordered to
the attack, and being not more than 300 yards from the enemy’s lines,
was immediately engaged. His command had to cross an open woods
and a corn-fleld in order to reach the enemy, who were strongly posted
in a cedar wood. He made a gallant dash, but after reaching near the
woods was compelled to fall back to his original position, where the
command was soon recrganized under my own superintendence.

In the mean time the supporting brigade under Colonel Vaughan had
advanced over the same ground and attacked the ememy furiously.
driving him away from and captaring two of his guns, but was foreed
to give orders to his command to fall back, on account of the murderous
fire being poured into his front, and particularly a raking fire that waa
tarned upon him from his right, completely enfilading his lines. They,
however, retired in good order, and in a few moments after being re-
formed were again sent forward by me, with instructions to bear some-
what to the right, so as partially to avoid the heavy wood.

In the mean time the Ninth Texas Regiment, under the command of
that gallant officer, Col. W. H. Young, who did not hear the order, be-
came detached and was farther to the left. It remained in the woods
and continued to fight the enemy, and at last charged them on their
flank and drove them from the woods on their entire right, losing very
heavily. In the first assanit made by Colonel Loomis’ brigade that
officer was g0 wounded by the falling of a limb eut from a tree that he had
to turn over the command to the next senior officer (Colonel Coltart).
The brigade suffered very severely in this charge. Colonel Vaaghan’s
brigade also suffered very severely in its desperate charge against the
same stronghold. Lient. Col. W. E. Morgan and Major [Peter H.} Cole,
both of the Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, were mortally
wounded ; also a very large number of officers and men.

At about 8 o’clock, Colonel Manigault’s Lrigade moved out and at-
tacked the enemy directly in his front. He met with very strong resist-
ance, and after Colonel Loomis was compelled to fall back, and the
enemy’s fire turned upon his left fank, enfilading his lines, he was com-
pelled to retire. He, however, soon rallied his command, made another
gallant attack, and was forced to fall back a second time. At this junc-
tore General Maney’s brigade came ap and took position on the left of
Maniganlt’s. when they moved forward and tock position facing toward
the Wilkinson pike, near the Harding house, when two batteries of the
enemy opened upon them, one of them in the woods on Manigault’s
right, and on the west side of the Wilkinson pike; the other on the east
side of the pike. At this place I came up with dolonel Vaunghan's bri-
gade. General Maney had placed Captain [Lieutenant] Turner’s bat-
tery of Napoleon guns in position near the brick- kiln, which in a short
time silenced the battery on the east side of the road. Colonel Mani-
gault assailed the one in the woods with two regiments, but did not
succeed in capturing it. Having made my dispositions, I ordered Colo-
nel Vaughan to move forward with his brigade, and take position on
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General Cleburne’s right, which was in the woods to my front and left.
General Maney and Colonel Manigault I accompanied across the Wil-
kinson pike, just in front of the enemy’s battery last mentioned, which
the enemy had abandoned on our approach. The one in the woods to
our right was also abandoned, most of the horses having been so dis-
abled that the gans could not be removed. After crossing the Wilkin-
son pike, I rode forward to the cedar brake toward the Nashville pike,
where I found General Stewart’s brigade hotly engaging the enemy.
He captured three of his guus, drove him through the woods and be-
vond the field to the Nashville pike. During this encounter, Colonel
Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth Tennessee Volunteers, a most gallant
officer, was killed. Colonel Vaughan advanced with Cleburne’s divis-
ion, fighting and driving the enemy untii he reached the Nashville pike,
when the enemy’s fire became so heavy he was forced to retire, after
having again driven the enemy from two of his guns. Late in the even-
ing I placed him on the Wilkinson pike, in the rear of General Cleburne’s
divigion, with instroctions to remain there until further orders. This
brigade acted most gallantly during the entire day, having had two
terrible engagements, losing 706 men out of 1,813.

About 10 oclock General Donelson’s brigade was ordered forward to
the sapport of Gleneral Chalmers’ brigade, which had been partially
driven back. General Donelson pressed forward through the open field
in front of the burnt house, under a terrific fire of twenty pieces of artil-
lery and a heavy infantry force. Colonel S8avage’s regiment (Sixteenth
Tennessee) and three companies of the Fifty-first Tennessee passed to
the right of the houise, extending to the river on the right; the remain
der of the Fifty-first, with the Eighth and Thirty-third Regiments,
passlog to the lefi of the house, advanced, undér a heavy fire of in-
fantry, toward the south end of the cedar brake. During this advance
Colonel Moore, of the Eighth Tennessee, had his horse killed uander
him, and in & few moments afterward that gallant officer fell, dead,
having been shot through the heart by a minie ball. The Eighth Ten-
nessee Regiment, now under the command of its gallant lieutenant-
colonel, John H. Anderson, dashed forward into the cedar brake, drove
the enemy before them, charged and captured a battery, and, in con-
nection with the Thirty-eighth and seven companies of the Fifty-first
Tennessee Regiments, fought and drove the enemy out of the sonth end
of the brake, througil the open field to his reserves on the Nashville
pike, capturing from G600 to 700 prisoners. Colonel Savage, of the 8ix-
teenth Tennessee, advanced beyond the burnt house (Cowan), and took
position on the right of the railroad, and for three hours held the col-
umns of infantry in his front in check, and when, after the arrival of
General Adams’ brigade, he withdrew his regiment, he left 30 dead men
in the line he had occupied. The loss of this regiment was 207 out of
402, being over one-half, The Eighth Tennessee, under Lientenant-
Colonel Anderson, lost 306 men and officers out of 472, which shows
what they had to contend against. The other regiments of this brigade
suffered nearly as badly.

Asg soon a8 [it was] discovered that our advanced line had been checked,
I immediately commenced forming a double line of infantry in the cedar
brake, in order to resist any movement the enemy might make against
us. (General Stewart’s brigade being in the advance, was first aligned.
General Mancy’s brigade was formed on its left, and Colonel Loomis’
on its right, with Generals Donelson’s, Prestor’s, Adams’, and Mani-
gault’s brigades in the rear line. General McOown formed his division
on the left of General Maney. In this position they remained until
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night, & great portion of the time under a heavy fire of the enemy’s
artillery.

On Friday morning the brigades of Generals Preston and Adams were
withdrawn, when the lines were reformed and straightened, and Smith's
brigade was brought forward and placed in the lines, he having arrived
and taken command on Thursday,

On Wednesday there was but little done by my artillery, on aceount
of the impossibility of advancing it through the cedars and pedregal on
my left. Captain [Lieutenant} Turner's battery was brought inte action
on that day by General Maney and did good service,

On Friday and Saturday Captains Stanford, Scott, Carnes, and [Lieu-
tenant] Turner did excellent service with their guns, which had been
advanced up the railroad by order of Lieutenant-General Polk. Lien.
tenant [A. A.] Hardin, of Captain Stanford’s battery, with one section,
was sent to the assistance of Colonel Manigault on Tuesday, and, while
gallantly working his rifled pieces, was killed by a round shot.

On Sunday morning, at 1 o’clock, preparations having been previously
made, my command brought up the rear as the army slowly fell back
toward Shelbyville.

Although my division was originally placed in the second line as a
supporting force, it was not long before it was all under fire and hotly
engaged with the enemy, and I am proud to say that each brigade did
good service. I cannot omit this opportunity {o express my thanks
for the fortitude with which they bore the hardships and their gallant,
soldier-like bearing- during the eight trying days they were in line of
battle, and most of the time under fire.

A list of casnalties of my command is herewith inclosed, the loss being
277 killed, 1,597 wounded, and 65 missing. Total, 1,839.*

My staff with me on the field—Maj. John Ingram, assistant adjutant.
general ; Maj. Joseph Vaulx, [ir.,] assistant ingpector-general ; Maj.
George V. Young, chief quartermaster ; Maj. B. J. Butler, chief of sub-
sistence ; Maj. J. A. Cheatham, chief of ordnance; Lient. J, G. Maaon,
engineer officer, and Lieut. A. L, Robertson, aide-de-camp—all managed
their separate departments to my entire satisfaction.

Capt. Robert L. Weakly, who was badly wounded, and Lieutenant
[J. H.] Marsh, of the artiilery ; Lieut. Thomas {H.] Henderson, adjutant
of th¢ Bixth Tennessee; Capt. R. A. Alston, of South Carolina, and
Capt. J. Webb Smith, volunteer aides-de-camp, all behaved gallantly,
and did good service in trausmitting orders over the extensive field of
operations during the day.

Maj. F. H. McNairy, my aide-de-cam P, who had accompanied me on ali
previous buttle-fields, was, unfortunately, absent, having been severely
wounded by the accidental digcharge of a pistol at Kuozville.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. CHEATHAM,
Maj. Gen., Comdg. Cheatham’s Div., Polk's Carps, Army of Tenn,
Maj. THOMAS M. JACK,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S D1vision,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January 8, 1863,
SIE: In compliance with orders from corps headqnarters, the follow.
ing report of the number of officers and men killed, wounded, and miss-

" Beo totals in tabalated statement, p, 677.
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ing in the recent engagement near Murtreesborough, Tenu., is respect-
folly submitted:

Killed. Wonpded. | Missing.
r . ]
g g
Brigades. : E d CHIE:
s |36 % E1% B
§ P03 513 §
g g ] g =] -«
a2 s;| 1l 1w 700
13 g 23| Bl ... 2| 309
sl 19} 127 sl 8] 108
7| e8! 48{ s8] 8l a5| T07
Totad* . .oocericimen i ninnee i nn seeeee oo 28| 270 125 nEIL| 4} 611,000

B. F. CHEATHAM, )
Major-General, Commanding.
[Taelosdre. )
EReport of officers and men aotually mgcgeg‘ n _the batile of Murfrecsborough, in Cheatham's

e
o
[
Comtutod. §| g &
[ 1
g d3 o«
i
Donesl::n';:n brigade: o - ::a
1ith Tennesgee % % ggg
glst anbn“me erreeseeaina 22 223 £
AITeA’ BRLOTY - ... oo e e s e

Btewast's brigade: : L
wihh and IS%h TOnDMBIS . .. .oonn it ia bttt s m s 41 417 458

Total loss, 1,939, Loss, 85 per cent.
Respectfully submitted. B. F. CHEATHAM,
Major-General, Jommanding Divirion.

* But see tabulated statement on p, 677, agreeing with totals given above.
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Just as we entered the woods, Captain |T. C. Campbell was shot throngh
the bead and killed. Captain [J. A5 Ruélsell was wounded t-hrough
the thigh,and Lieutenant [G. C.] Howard, commanding Company G,
wounded severely through the upper portion of the left lung. Oaptain
James F.] Franklin was so severely shocked with & bomb as to cause

lood to flow freely from his mouth, nose, and ears. Several of the men
were wounded here. We continued to advance on the enemy, who at
this time was in full retreat. We continued to follow and fire on them
for a long distance through the woods, taking three cannon and several
hundred prisoners, sending to the rear at one time, by my adjutant (R. A,
00nna11y)_,153, among them a lieutenant and 2 surgeons. We continued
the pursnit antl late in the evening, when the engagement terminated.

I went into action with 20 officers, and 8 of them were killed and
wounded.

R.T. McKnight, who was first lieutenant in Company ¥ [ELbefore
the reorganization of the regiment, and who has remained with the regi-
ment since, a8 an independent, did good service as first lientenant of
Company F, bearing himself gallantly through the whole fight.

My color-sergeant (W. M. Bland), though wounded early in the action,
coutinued to bear the colors most gallantly through the entire day.

After the fall of Lientenant Burford, acting lieutenant-colonel, I had
to rely entirely on my adjutant (R. A. Connally) for assistance, which he
rendered most efficiently.

_When the officers aud men all did their duty so well it would be in-
vidious to discriminate.

I weat into the fight with 270 men, and lost, in killed, wounded, and
missing, 76.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

o nding B JN%1 CHESTER,
omnny -first nessee imend.

Maj. J. G. MaARTIN, " A - eyt

Agsistant Adjutant- General,

No. 199,
Report of Col. 8, 8. Smm, Eighty.fourth Tennessee Infantry.

CAMP NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN.,
_ January 13, 1863,

The Elghty-fou;tb Tennessee Regiment, having been raised last fall
and kept at McMinnville until a few days i)efore the battle of Murfrees.
borough, never drew arms until Monday evening, December 29~—two
days before the fight. _ Thig regiment not having been drilled in the
manual of arms (loading, &e.), and deeming this part of the drill as
most important at that particuiar crisis, [ drilled the regiment all day
Tuesday on the ﬁ_eld, under the enemy’s shells, and likewise Wednes-
day morning, until the battle opened regularly, when we were ordered
to move forward with General Donelson’s brigade, and did so, and re.
mained with his brigade until the aforesaid charge was made. We
moved off on the left of Colonel Savage’s regiment, after it bad advanced
to the point formerly oceupied by our front line, = Prior to this time my
regiment had been formed to support Captain Carnes’ battery, but were
moved forward to the above.named point by orders from General Polik.
When the balance of General Donelsow’s [brigade] moved or charged the
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enewmy, my regiment was ordered to remain at the point last occupied
by the brigade, and to guard Captain Carnes’ battery. This battery,
however, was moved off to the right, and the Washington Battery waa
located immediately on our left, and did good service, while we staid
and guarded it all the while, until the troops engaging the euvemy in
our front weredriven back to our rear, and while there, reforming their
lines, orders cawe for all troops at that point to advance upon the ene-
my’s DLatteries, to the right of the Lirick house, near the railroad and
turnpike. Having my men already formed, I moved them off some 500
yards to the front, and balted at the bend of the river, behind a bunch
of woods on a blaff immediately on the right of the railroad. Colonel
Savage soon rallied bis regimeut, which necessarily had made a gal-
lant charge, but had fallen back with much loss, and often [after] having
reformed his lines, he and the Twentieth Tennessee came to our sup-
port, and formed near us. We all remained there, waiting for orders,
and for another support, necessary to have charged the battery, but
got neitber support nor orders.

Night came on, and all was still. My men having no blankets, I
moved them back to a point where we could make fires, and on the
following morning went forward again to my former position, near the
brick house, and then reported to Generals Donelson and Polk. The
former ordered me to remain there during the day. However, I was
ordered to take the regiment, and go to the brick house, and tear down
the fencing thereabouts. We did this, and were shelled there while at
work ; only got 2 men wounded, however. Haviag completed this work
and mwarched the men back to said point near the woodland bluff, I was
ordered to the rear, under arrest, on account of & personal difficulty or
Bght with a staff officer, and, therefore, was not with the regiment any
more until their arrival at Shelbyrville.

It is due my regiment that I should state that they showed marked
coolness and courage all the while, as they were under heavy shelling
for a great portion of three days, and showed mo fear or excitement.
They kept good order and never scattered, but, on the contrary, some
40 of my men came up from McMinnviile, and got armns and accouter-
ments, and came to us in the hottest time of the fight, and while we
were under heavy shelling in the open field at an advanced position,
however, by lying down. None of our men scattered on our retreat.

The two wounded were George Cook, sergeant Company B, and
Thomas Martin, private, Company E, slight wound.*

Respectfuily,
S. 8. STANTON,
Colonel Eighty.fourth Tenncssee Regiment.

No. 200.

Report of Lieut. L. G. Marshall, Carnes’ ( Tennessee) battcry.

NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN., Janwary 15, 1863,
MaJjoR: After occupying a position in rear of General Donelson’s
brigade for two days—December 20 and 30—on the reserve, Captain
Carnes was ordered about noon, on December 31, to move his battery
forward, in support of the right wing of our brigade, especially the brave

* Rovised statements make no mention of these casualtiss
46 B B—VOL XX, PT 1
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Sixteenth Tennessee. The battery accordingly took position on the
right of the Nashville road, about three-fourths of a mile in advance of
its former position, and near the river. Here we halted abont an hour,
during which we lost 1 man killed and 2 horses withuut opening fire.
The battery was then ordered to advance, in order the better to return
the enemy’s fire. We therefore proceaded up the road about 200 yards,
when we were met by our forces, making a slight retrograde movement,
and the battery was compelled to take its former position, nearly. Here
we immediately went into battery and fred a few rounds, by order of
Qeneral Breckinridge, to assist in steadying our own troops, though not
having a very fair shot at the enemy. Late in the evening the battery
was ordered to cross over to the Wilkinsor road, and finally to its old
position near the railroad Lridge for the night.

On the next day, the 1st instant, we were ordered to occapy a position
in line with four or five other batteries on the high ground to the left of
the Nashville road, and about the same distance in front as our position
the day before. We here fortified our guns as well as circumstances
permitted, but did not return the few shots the enemy gave ns in this
position.

During the evening Captain Carnes, by order, took our two howitzers
overto the bluff, on the right of the railroad and pike, near the river, and
opened what we afterward learned to be a very destructive fire upon the
enemy, compelling thews to retire and change their position. The epemy
did not reply with artillery, and our immediate front was cleared of his
sharpshooters.

The next day, the 2d instant, our whole battery (also [Capt. T. J.] Stan-
ford’s and [M.] Smith’s) took position in live on the same bluff. To our
lef't, across the Nashville road, were {W. L.] Scott’s and [F. H.] Robert-
son’s batteries, We all opened simultaneously to elear our front of the
enemy’s sharpshooters, who had reoccupied the woods along our front
during the night. The enemy replied by several batteries, two of which
were composed of rifled guns, The firing continued about twenty min-
utes. Our caissons, under command of Lisutenant [James M.] Cockrill,
were then ordered up to replenish our ammunition chests. Two similar
artillery contlicts took place doring the day, our caissons being brought
up each time to supply our limbers. The caissons were held under such
cover as the ground allowed, about 300 yards in the rear.

During the evening Captain Carnes took our two howitzers to the right
of our line of batteries, very near the river, and effectually cleared the
woods of the enemny in front of our right. At night the battery was
ordercd back to the rifle-trench running across the field, 200 or 300 yards
in rea(air of the burnt brick house, and supported by General Maney's
brigade.

At daylight on the morning of the 3d instant our battery took the same
position by itself on the blutt, instructed not to reply to the enemy’s ar-
tillery, but to repel any advauce of the enemy’s infantry or sharpshoot-
ers. We immediately opeved a brisk fire upon the enemy’s skirmishers,
who had again occupied the woods in our front. We soon cleared the
woods of the encmy, though sapported, as usnal, by their artillery.

Late in the evening the enemy opened a powerful fire of his artillery
upon our position, attracted, probabily, by the appearance of a regiment
going to relieve our pickets in the woods, We lost at this time 1 man
killed and 4 wounded. About 7 p. m. we were ordered to retarn to onr
old camp, near town,

Our battery had thus stood at strict attention for seven days, during
which the harness had not been taken from the horses. Qur men be-
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haved with irmness throughout, and bandled their gans with admirable

kill and quickness.* )
: z)orpl. I?lartiu Armstrong, missing, heard of at home since, near Tracy
Gl%.e lost 4 horses killed. Three caisson wheels were rendered unserv-
iceable.
we%e fired in all between 300 and 350 rounds. The battery was engaged
once on Wednesday, once on Thursday, four times on Friday, and once
on Saturday—in all seven times. We used almost entirely spherl_cal
case and eanister, and in every case so far successfal as to have the effect
intended. The fuses operated in accordanee with the tables, as we had
taught the gunners. 'We used ouly the Bormann fuse. Astothe adjust-
able sights, we could make little or no use of them, though we ascer-
tained nothing against their character for very long ranges; but on the
occasion under discussion our chiefs of piei-.es ?uch preft(e;redl to watch
‘ { f their shots, and regulate the elevation accordingiy.

the effest o ’ & L. G. MARSHALL,

Lieutenant, Commanding Capt. W. W. Carnes’ Battery.

No. 201,

ort of Brig. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart, 0. 8. Army, comnianding
B S B Second Briga.de.’

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
PoLx’s Corprs, AERMY OF TENNESSEE,
January 13, 1963,

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by this brigade in the military operations in front of Murfreesborough,
Tenn., commencing on Monday, December 29, 1862, and closing on
Sunday, January 4, 1863 : ) .

The brigade was composed of the Fourth and Fifth Tennessee Regi-
ments, amalgamated and commanded by Col. O. F. Strahl; the Twen-
ty-fourth Tennessee Regiment, Col. H. L. W, Bratton; the Thirty-first
and Thirty-third Tennessee Regiments, amalgamated and commanded
by Col. E. E. Tansil; the Nineteenth Tennessee Legiment, Col. F. M.
Walker, and Capt. T. J. Stanford’s Mississippi battery. We struck
tents, packed up baggage, and sent the wagons o the rear on Sunday
night, December 28. ) )

Early Monday morning we crossed Stone’s River and formed line of
battle on its north bank, being oun the left of Donelson and right of
Mauey, the right of the brigade being some distance on the left of the
Wilkinson pike. Au open country lay in front of the line, excepting on
the left, where Walker’s regiment was covered by the open forest. ¥rom
800 to 1,000 yards in front of us lay the first line, Major-General Withers’
division, our division forming the second and supporting line. Nothing
of special interest occnrred on Monday.

On Tuesday morning a few shells from the enemy passed over and near
us, wounding one man in Bratton’s regiment, and late in the evening
we were under a heavy artillery fire for some half hour or more, but
without injury. [n the course of the afternoon of Tuesday an officer
came from Colonel Maniganlt, of the Tenth South Carolina, who com-

“Nominal list showa 2 men killed and 4 wounded.
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that position we had several men wounded. The command was here
ordered to lie down, in order to protect themselves as much as possible
against a leavy enfilading fire from the right by one of the enemy’s
batteries. The rogiment, then commanded by Col. C. 8. Hurt, was
ordered from this place by General Maney to move off by the left flank to
the left and front, on an angle of about 35° from the original parallel,
in rear of a thicket and down a ravine, 80 as to gain the right of the
woods. We were then ordered by the left flank into the woods, and there
formed a line of battle perpendicular to the original line, We were then
ordered forward. After having gone about 400 yards, we were halted in
an open cofton-field nesr some out-buildings. Our lines were raked
here most terrifically by shot and shell from one battery on our right
and another sitnated a little to the left of our right. Here we were
ordered to lie down, Believing the battery on our right to be ours,
the colors of the regiment were ordered forward to attract their atten-
tion, whereapon Sergt. M. C. Hooks, Company E, Ninth Tennessee Reg-
iment, advanced to the front and placed his colors on the top of a crib,
whereupon the battery on the right fired at it and struck the crib near
the color-sergeant. We were then convinced as to the character of the
battery, which still kept pouring a heavy fire upon us. Here we lost 3
killed and several wounded. Among the killed was Lieutenant [W. D.]
Irby, tiren commanding Company D, Ninth Tennessee Regiment. We
were then ordered forward, bearing slightly to the right. After pro-
ceeding about 600 yards to the fenee of a third field, beyond which the
enemy were strongly massed in the cedars, with their batteries playing
upon us continually, we were halted, and fired one round at the enemy,
they returning the fire, killing and wounding several of our men, among
whom were Lieutenant [A. J.] Bucey, of Company A, Ninth Tennessee
Regiment, and Lieutenant B) J.] éilliam, also of Company A, but
then commanding Company D, Ninth Tennessce Regiment, killed, and
Captair [E. B.] Mc¢Clanaban, Company G, Sixth Tennessee Regiment,
wounded. We were then ordered by Col. C.8. Hurt to our former posi-
tiou, and there formed on a line with Smith’s battery, 100 yards in rear
of cur first line. After Smith’s battery had driven the enemy from the
woods we were again ordered forward, and continued to the front, bear-
ing to the right, until we reached.a cedar glade beyond the Wilkinson
pike. Here we were halted, being partially sheltered by the trees from
the most terrific fire of shot and shell I ever saw, completely riddling
the forest in every direction. We were again ordered forward amid the
thander of artillery and the crash of falling timber, and continued to
march to the front until we arrived at {he south side ofa field, the north
side of which rested upon the Nashville pike, and there balted, it then
being between 2 and 3 o’clock in the evening, and the enemy being
Leavily massed both in men and artillery on the opposite side of the
ield. We remained here until the following morning about 7 o’clock,
when we were ordered to fall back 100 yards into the cedar glade and
hold our position.

We remained here until the evening of January 2, 1363, keeping up a
continned skirmishing with the enemy all the time, both day and night.
We were then ordered to the right, and placed in a field near Cowan’s
dwelling, The next morning before day we were ordered back to our
original line in the cedar glade, where we remained until the evacuation,
and then assisted in bringing up the rear of General Cheatham’s division.

During all the exposure both officers and men behaved with that
becoming coolness and courage that has ever made Tennessee troope
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invincible. Among a few names that stand conspicnons are Color-Sergt.
M. O. Hooks and Private Robert [T.] Boud, of Company E, Niath Ten-
nessee, who was seriously wonnded at Shiloh, and at Perryville received
a severe wound through his lungs, and was found among the foremost
at Murfreesborough during all the exposure with a bullet-hole through
his body. Be it said to the honor of the conscripts of Company I, Ninth
Tennessee Regiment, they stood to a man, advancing and retreating in
perfeet good order.

Respectfully subwitted.
JNQ. L. HARRIS,

Major, Comdy. Sixth and Ninth (consolidated) Tenn. Kegts.

Capt. THOMAS H. MALONE,
Assistont Adjutant-General,

No. 211.
Reports of Lienut. William B. Turner, Smith's Mississippi batlery.

SHELBYVILLE, TENN., January 14, 1863,

MajJor: In accordance with Special Orders, No. 2, issued from head-
quarters artillery, Polk’s corps, Army of Tennessee, I have the honor to
report that at the battle of Stone’s River the company sustained a loss
of 1 private killed {Henry Sellers) and 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, and 2 pri-
vates wouuded, 4 horses killed and 6 wounded. No damage done to
carriages or caissons.

The battery was engaged four different times on Wednesday, 3186
ultimo, with the batteries of the enemy and firing on their infantry, aver-
aging about half an hour to each engagement.

We were engaged some six times on Friday, 2d instant. We drove
back a line of infantry on Wednesday, and on Friday, in conjunction
with Carnes’ and Stanford’s batteries, were engaged with several of the
eneny’s batteries, and drove back a column of their infantry. The effect
of oar two light 12-pounders was particularly noticeable. That evening
after sundown, Captain Stanford, acting chief of artillery, seeing a line
of the enemy’s infantry approaching, ordered me to open fire, which I
did upon them with my two light 12-pounder guns, firing several rounds
and repulsing the enemy. We fired during the two duys we were en-
gaged some 800 rounds, eomposed of solid shot, shell, spherical case, and
canister. We noticed nothing inefficient in regard to the projectiles of
the Bormann fuses. We were compelled to use a few of the paper fuses.
They proved inefficient, not preserving the range. We never used our
adjustable sights, it not being necessary.

Very respectfully,
: WM. B. TURNEX,
Tieutenant, Commanding Light Battery.
Maj. M. SM1TH,
Chief of Artillery, 15t Div., Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee.

JANUARY 29, 1863.

In accordance with special orders issued from headquarters, I have the
henor to submit the following report of the action of Smith’s battery
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during the engagements before Murfreesborough, Penn., from Decem-
ber 28, 1862, to January 3, 1863, both inclusive :

On the 29th, the battery was ordered to take a position on Stone's
River, about 24 miles from Murfreesborough, on the left wing, and lay
in position until late in the evening, when it was ordered to take another
position about three-fourths of a mile farther down on the left. In
that position it remained until about sunset, when I was ordered to re-
turn and park my battery for the night near the first-named position,
The battery was not engaged during the day, and did not fire a single
shot.

On the 30th, I was ordered to cross Stone’s River and take a position in
rear of your brigade, which Tdid. During this day the battery was not
engaged, though exposed fo heavy shelling from the enemy’s guns.
In this position the battery remained until late in the evening, when I
was ordered to return and park my battery for the night in the same
place it occapied on the night of December 29,

On the 31st, I was ordered to cross Stone’s River and take a position
about half & mile from said river, which was done, and the battery went
into action, firing a few rounds. From theunce I was ordered abont half
a mile farther onward, to take another position. At this point the bat-
tery weut into action a second time, firing upon one of the enemy’s bat-
teries, as well as upon their infantry. In this second engagement the
battery fired about 200 rounds, and was engaged about forty minates;

Succeeded in silencing the enemy’s battery, as well as driving back their

iufantry. The enemy’s battery having ceased firing, and their infantry
having fallen back, I was ordered to advance farther onward and take
& position near the one occupied by the enemy’s battery, which had been
captured during the second engagement. Tn this position the battery
remained until late in the evening, when I was ordered to another posi-
tion to the right of the one last occupied, and at this point the battery
was engaged about twenty minutes, firing several rounds. I then parked
it near by for the night.

On the morning of January 1, I was ordered with my battery to take
& position near the oue last held the evening befors, which was done.
The battery lay in this position during the whole day without being
engaged. On the night of January 1, it was parked in the same place,
and the men, according to orders, went to building fortifications, which
occupied them until & late hour,

At 2 o'clock in the morning of January 2, the battery was ordered to
the right of the Naslville pike, to take a position on Stone’s River, which
wag done, and during the day it was engaged six times, averagin g about
a half hour to each engagement. In the action of this day the battery
succeeded twice (in connection with those of Carnes, Stanford, and Beott)
in driving back a column of the enemy’s infantry. The effect of our two
1Z-pounder Napoleon guns was noticed particularly during the whole
day, and late in the evening they succeeded of themselves in driving
back a column of the enemy’s infautry. Some time after dark I was
ordered back across the pike, and parked my battery for the night.

On January 3,1 was ordered with my battery to the left on the Wil
kinson pike, and lay in position during the whole day without being
engaged. In the evening of this day I was ordered to camp about 2
miles from Murfreesborough, on the Shelbyville pike, and there parked
tny battery nntil the evening of the 4th, when I was ordered to proceed
on foward Shelbyville,

The commander takes great pleasure to include in this report that
his men remained steadily at their posts, fillin g their reapective dutiea
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during the hottest part of the engagement, and acted in every respect

mendable as soldiers. .
conTlhe list of casnaltics were 1 killed and 4 sligbtly wounded; also 8

borses killed and los;pé 1
Respectiully snbmitted. WM. B. TURNER,
Licutenant, Commanding Smith’s Battery Light Artillery.

t. THOMAS H. MALONE
Gaﬂ. A, G., Maney's Brig., Cheatham’s Div., Polks Corps, Army of Tenn.

No, 212,

Col. A. J. Vaughan, jr., Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry, com-
Report of Go magtdiﬂbjﬁ.'éwth Brigade.

UARTERS FounrTH BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
Huaoa PorLx’s CoRPs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Camp near Shelbyville, January 9, 1863.

'A1N: I have the honor to submit an official report of the action
of (t}lfiil*‘?):lrth Brigade, First Division, Polk’s corps, Army of Tennes-
see, in the battle before Murfreesborough, temporarily under my com-
mand, during the engageull)exix‘t of December 31, [1862,] and the prolimi-

irmish of the day before. )
na'i‘jl;sll‘:rri?;?ie coD sisbedjtr)f the One hundred and fifty-fourth Senior Ten-
nessee Regiment, Lieat. Col. M. Magevney, jr.; Thirteenth Tennessee
Regiment, Lieut. Col. W, E. Morgan; Twelfth Tennesseo Reg‘l%lelﬁ.,
Maj. J. N. Wyatt; Forty-seventh Tennessee Volunteers, Capt. o
Watkins ; Ninth Texas Infantry, Col. W. H. Young; Tw_eqty-umth eni.
nessee Volunteers, Maj. J. B. Johnson; Capt. P. T. Allin’s company o
sharpshooters ; Lient. J. R.J. Creighton, and the light battery of Capt.
W. L. Scott. Our line was formed, with the left resting on _th? Triune
road, 300 yards in rear of Loomis’ brigade, not far behind Smith’s house.
The One hundred and fifty-fourth Senior Tennessee Regiment, being
detached to the support of Robertson’s battery, occupied a position neﬁr
the front line, with its right resting on the same road and opposite the

re named. . )

ho:%zggfg 331001{ in the afternoon of the 30th, skirmishing, which had
been going on between the pickets along the whole line, was entered mt((i)
with great warmth in my front, and a battery of the enemy, which h_ah
been posted on an advantageous spot, opened upon the woods in w:hnc
my command was in line, shelling it with greatfury and woun(}mg s50me
of my officers and men, at the same time engaging Robertson’s battery
in an artillery duel of terrible severity. At one time this battery was
threatened with an impetuous charge by the enemy, when the One hun-
dred and fifty-fourth Senior Tennessee Regiment, in support, rushed
forward, resisting with great gallantry the attempt, losing in killed and
wounded several of its officers and men. After a shelling, about dark,
of the camp-fires of this regiment by the enemy, the contest closed for
the day, and we rested upon our arms for the night. o

At daylight the next morning the battle opened, and before sunrlaed
received information that the front line needed immediate support, an
moved my command forward. The Ninth Texas Regiment, having been
for safety rested about 100 yards in rear of its position in alignment,
was unable, because of that fact and the want of room betwee1 the
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right of the line and the road, it being on the estreme left, to move in
line with the brigade. Accordingly, Capt. M. W. Cluskey, assistant
adjutant-general, moved it and rested it on the right of Wood’s brigade,
Moving the balance of my brigade obliquely across Lhe open field to the
rear and right of Smith's honse under a tremendous artillery and in.
fautry fire, I soon occupied tbe front of our line, on the left of Mani-
gault’s brigade, and engaged a largely superior force of the enemy in a
most hotly contested fight, driving him away from two of his guns, which
bad been prominent in contesting our advance.

About the same time my assistant adjutant-general gave Colonel [W,
H.] Young, of the Ninth Texas Infantry, orders to move forward from
the position in which he had placed it, on the right of Wood's brigade,
and attack the enemy sheltered in the woods in front of him, which he
did in most gallant style, and succeeded in driving him, thongh with
great loss, through the woods and open field on the other side, On the
right, after driving the enemy from the guns mentioned, Manigault’s
brigade, not beiug supported by its reserve, gave way, and my brigade,
having none either in reserve or on my immediate left, was forced by
the enemy, heavily re-enforced, to withdraw, which it did, after being
commanded by me g0 to do, in good order, rallying on their colors on
their original line. 1 again advanced my command, this time through
the woods and to the left of my former line of advance, and reached the
large open fields between the Wilkinson and Triune pikes under a heavy
fire of artillery. Forming on the left of Maney’s brigade, I placed the
Ninth Texas Infantry, which had again united with my command, on
my right, and rested my men, to shelter them from the severe artillery
fire of the enemy, which was being unremittingly hailed upon them.
Ordered by Major-General Cheatham, I moved forward, with Maney on
my right and unsepported on my left. Reaching the woods near the
Wilkinson pike, I encountered Brig. Gen. Bushrod [R.} Johnson’s bri-
gade on a line of battle perpendicular to my own. After a delay on
this account, I received the order to advance and engage the enemy.
Moving through Johnson’s line of battle, I changed front and advanced
on the enemy, thickly posted in the woods on my right, from which they
had been sheiling our lines. Upon our near approach, he flad through
the skirt of woods across the Wilkinson toward the N ashville pike. [
again changed front, and, crossing the Wilkinson pike, moved throngh
the same woods on their left flank with a view of cutting them off.
‘When about half through these woods, engaging the cnemy on my right
flank a8 I went along, I met a line of battle somewhat lapping my left,
which I found to be Wood’s brigade, engaging another force of the
epemy in his front. General [S. A, M.]hWood desired my support to
save him from being flanked on the right. _Accordingly, 1 moved for-
ward and engaged this force, driving him across the open field and dirt
road into the only remaining field between us and the Nashville pike,
where a large wagon train of the enemy was distinetly visible. At this
point I found myself about to be flanked on my right by a strong force
of the enemy posted in the woods to the right of the field. Seeing no
sigus of any support on my right, which I had supposed was following
me to continue my alignment on the right, I concluded to rapidly con-
tinue my advance upon the enemy, which had been driven toward the
pike and which had again rallied and formed in line, and, by driving
him, to force the troops threatening my flank to retire. Such was the
spirit and vigor with which my men pursved this object that the troops
on my left did not keep up with them, and before I could effect the pur-
pose I had in view, my right flank was so severely enfiladed that I was
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compelled to retire them after again driving the enemy from one of his
batteries, which on that account T was unable to bring off. Withdraw-
ing my troops to the Wilkiuson pike, I there remained in line of battle
on our extreme left for the remaining shart portion of the day and for
the entire night. There was no renewal of the engagement on Thursday,
and on Friday worning Brig. Gen. Preston Smith having arrived, 1
tarned over his command to him, .

The battery of Captain Seott, being otherwise disposed, was not en-
gaged with the brigade in the actions reported on. ITts subsequent
operations will form the subject of a report from its captain, through
Brig. Gen. Preston Smith, )

1t is scarcely necessary to refer to the gallant conduct of the entire
command. Obeying with alacrity every order I gave them to forward ;
engaging the enemy whenever they met him with a spirit and impet-
uosity which evinced their earnestness ; retiring, even though exposed
to the most galling fire, ouly when I ordered them, and railying upon
their colors whenever they were called npon to do so0, they presented an
exhibition of heroic valor seldom equaled and never surpassed by any
body of men. The report of the fatality in the brigade demonstrates
how well they have earned the tribute I pay them. The killed and
wounded among officers illustrates how well they stood at their posts
through all of the peril. The horses of every one of the general field and
staff exeept one, and of every one of the regimental field and staff except
two, were killed ander them.

The incidents of conspicuous gallantry were 8o numerons as to pre-
clude the mention of all of them in this report. .

Colonel Young, of the Ninth Texas Infantry, seized the colors of his
regiment in one of its most gallant charges and led it through.

When standard-bearer Quinn, a gallant soldier of the One hundred
and fifty-fourth Senior Tennessee Regiment, was killed, Major [J. W.]
Dawson snatched the broken staff, and carried it with the colors at the
head of the regiment during the balance of the fight. )

In many instances entire officers of some of the companies were killed
and wounded, and they were gallantly led by the non-commissioned
officers.

In the Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment Lieutenant-Colonel [W. E.
Morgan was mortally wounded, Major [Peter H.] Cole was killed, an
senior Captain [W. J.] Crook was dangerously wounded. Captain [B.
F.] Lanier took charge of the regiment and carried it gallantly through
the fight.

Allgthe regimental commanders beliaved in o wanner worthy of the
responsible positions they had been called apon to occupy.

The compauny of sharpshooters was placed to the right of the One
hundred and fifty-fourth Senior Regiment and not used: a8 a geparate
command. lts commanding officer, Lientenant [J. R, J. Creighton, was
dangerously wounded and Seeord Lieutenant E‘A. M.] Bunch was killed
while noblyleading their men. Lientenact [T.F.] Pattison carried them
through the remainder of the fight with great credit. )

Capt- M. W. Cluskey, assistant adjutant-general, discharged his duty
to the fullest extent. Intrusting to him the executiou of the most im-
portant orders, he carried them out with a promptness and coolness
which greatly facilitated me in the dircction of the brigude. _In one of
the warmest charges near the Nashville pike his horsc was killed under
him.

I must bear egpecial testimony to the gallant conduct of Lient. Frank
B. Rodgers aide-de-camp, and Capt John W. Harris [Company L, Fifth
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Tennessee], assigned to duty or my staff, who rendered most efficient
aid in earrying ont my orders and in rallying and cheering the men by
their own example of personal daring and valor. Lieutenant Rodgers
had a horse killed under him.

Maj. Ii. A. Beecher, brigade gquartermaster, by his attention to the
rempoval of the wounded from the field, the burying of the dead, and the
gathering up of the guns and ammunition scattered upon it, and his
efficiency in every way necessary to promote the interests of the com-
mand, is entitled to special commendation.

Accompanying this you will find a report* of the killed, wounded,
and missing in this command, as also the separate reports of Col, W.
H. Young, commanding Ninth Texas Infantry, and senior Capt. R. P,
Lanier, commanding Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment, to which you are
respectfully referred.

Respectfully,
A, J. VAUGHAN, Jr.,
Sentor Colonel, Jommanding Brigade.

Capt. JoEN INGRANM,

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Poll’s Corps, Army of Tenn,

No. 213.
Report of Capt. R. F. Lanier, Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry.

SHELBYVILLE, TENN., January 9, 1863,

On the morning of December 31, 1862, about 6.30 o’clock, Lient. Col.
William E. Morgan, commanding Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Vol-
unteers. had the regiment formed to the right of the Triune road, upon
which road the left of the brigade rested. We remained in line but a
short while, when we were ordered forward to the support of Brigadier-
General Gardner’s [S. A, M, Wood’sf] brigade,t which was then engaging
the enemy ina wood on the far side of a corn-field immediatelyin our front.
We marched boldly forward until within 100 yards of the wood, when we
were ordered to halt and lie down, aswe had come nnder the enemy's
fire. We remained in this position but a few miputes when the line in
our front came retreating back, and we were ordered to rise and move
forward, which the men did with a yell. Here we were under a galling
fire, and I regret to state that Lieut. Col. William E. Morgan and Maj.
P, H. Cole were mortally wounded, and many of our men were killed
and wounded before we entered the woods, but our gallant men did not
falter, but rushed forward with a shout and entered the woods, driving
the enemy before them and forcing him to leave a steel piece of artillery,
which he had used with terrible effect npon us. We continned advanc-
ing until ordered by Colonel Vaughan, commanding brigade, to retire,
caused by a terrible cross-fire from the right. We fell back beyond the
field, and quickly reformed the regiment and moved by the left fank up
the Triune road, where we were supplied with ammunition, and moved
by the right flank in line of battle to the left of Brigadier-General Maney,
in an open field, where we were ordered to halt and lie down to protect
us from the terrible shelling from the ememy’s battery on our right.
From this position we moved forward across the Wilkinson pike and

* Embodied in No..191, g 576,
t Garduer waa relisved from daty with the Army of Tenncsses, December 14, 1862,
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rested a short time, and as we moved from here we changed front for-
ward on first company, first battalion, and marched across an open field
into a cedar thicket to tho left of Brigadier-General Polk, and engaged
the enemy and drove them across a field, and our men followed them,
although raked by artillery from the front and right and a terrible fire
of muosketry. Near the Nashville pike wo drove them from two picces
of artillery immediately in our front, with the assistance of the rest of the
brigade. Wae fell back from here to the Wilkinson pike and bivouacked
for the night. ‘

On the morning of Janunary 1, 1863, we moved a short distance to the
right down the Wilkinson pike in rear of the division, massed, when I
turned the command over to Colonel Vaughan, jr.

Without casting any reflections where all did their part nobly, I world
here mention Private Ike A, Stone, Company I, who was severely
wounded early in the engagement, but, binding up his wonnds, he took
charge of his company, the captain (Crook) being wounded. He re-
ceived a second wound, but still fought bravely on. Adjutant [R. M.]
Harwell called for some person to take the colors, when Private Leon
Joubert, Company @, volonteered and carried them through the re-
mainder of the fight, always in front of the line and among the last to
retire.

I herewith submit the list* of killed, wonnded, and missing.

Respectfuily,
R. F. LANIER,
Senior Oaptain, Commanding Regiment.
Col. A, J. VAUGHAN, Jr1.

No. 214,
Report of Maj. J. B. Johnson, Twenty-ninth Tennessee Infantry.

FEBRUARY 28, 1863,

I bave the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by
the Twenty-ninth Tennessee Regiment in the recent battle near Mar-
freesborough :

On Tuesday evening we were posted in line of battle about 60 yards
in rear and to the right of Robertson’s baftery, which was soon after
engaged in a forious cannenade with one of the enemy’s batteries. We
were exposed to the fire of the enemy all during the timne, by which we
lost several men killed and wounded, including two lieutenants of Com-
pany I, wounded.

Early Wednesday morning orders were received to advance and attack
the enemy, strongly posted at the extremity of a large field about & quar-
ter of a mile from our position, and, charging through this field, exposed
to a brisk fire of shot and shell, the enemy were driven back from this
position in disorder; but we not being supported on the flank, when
the enemy came up with fresh troops, exposed to an enfilading fire on
the left, the regiment and brigade were ordered to fall back to their
original position, which they did in excéllent order, having snffered the
larger part of cur casualties during the day at this place. Having rested
for ten minutes, and received ammunition, an advance was ordered across
the same field, a little to the left, the enemy having been driven back,
They were again encountered in about a mile of the first position and,

* Embodied in No, 191, p. 676.
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who had been with the regiment all the time since it became engaged,
rode off to the balance of the Lrigade. Charging with a yell through
tho cedar brake in onr front, the enemy fled at our approach. Having
halted at the position formerly oceupied by the enemy, we poored a fire
into them a8 they retreated (with great loss) through the open woods
which make up into the field in which is sitnated the first Abolition
hospital we passed; but seeing they were getting out of range, and
thinking the brigade had advanced on my right, I crossed the second
fence and pursued after the eremy, who were completely thrown into
confusion in the immediate front of my regiment and Wood's brigade,
which had been advancing steadily after my regiment on theleft. Here
I discovered an extended line of battle moving across the open field a
short distance in advance on my right, and, thinking it was my own bri-
gade, ordered the men not to fire on them, but as they advanced up the
slope the sun revealed their blue coats, and we opened on them, They
as well as the line (rather mass) in our front, continued to retreat until
they entered a wood about a quarter of a mile beyond the hospital above
named. We followed them, advancing as far as the upper edge of the
woods which make up into the field. Here some half a dozen battcries
opened on us from almost every point of the edge of the woods opposite,
and, seeing that the troops on the right were not ad vancing, we fell back
a short distance aiter Wood’s brigade and reformed. Here I dispatched
a messenger in search of the brigade, but he failing to find it, I advanced
with a battalion of sharpshooters, which had attached itself to iy left,
moving to the right-oblique across the open field and past the Abolition
hospital above named some considerable distance, when a staff officer
notified me that Cheatham’s division was advancing in my rear, and
that Maney’s brigade, from whom I was concealed by the buildings of
the hospital, would fire on me for the enemy’s sharpshooters if they saw
me. So, requesting him to ride back and notify that brigade, I fell back
and formed on Gemeral Maney’s left, where our own brigacie found us
upon advancing.

I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of my officers and
men. My commissioned officers all did their duty bravely, so I will not
specify any in particular. Lieutenant-Colonel [Miles A.] Dillard was
conspicuous for the zeal, energy, and bravery he displayed during the
whole day. My loss has been furnished numerically in another report.

With much respect, I am, captain, your obedient gervant,
WM. H. YOUNG,
Colonel, Commanding Ninth Texas Infantry.

Capt. M. W. CLUSKEY,
A. A, &, Fourth Brig., First Div., Poll’s Corps, Army of Tenn.

No. 217,
Report of Capt. W, L. Scott, Tennessee battery.

HpQrs. FOURTH BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
PoLk’s CompPs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,

January 10, 1863,
Capt. JoBN INGRAM,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Polk's Qorps, Army of Tennessee:
CapTAIN: Herewith I submit the report of Oaptain Scott, command-
ing light battery, attached to my brigade, of the part taken by his com-
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mand in the engagement with the enemy on Friday and Satarday, 2d
and 3d instant. My brigade remained in line of battle both these days,
but, with the exception of skirmishing between our pickets and those of
the enemy, nothing worthy of note occurred.

On Saturday night my command, in obedience to orders, was retired
in the direction of Shelbyville.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
PRESTON SMITH,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Inclosare. ]

IN OAMP, NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN,,
January 9, 1863,

SIr: I have the honor to submit the following official report of the
part my battery took in the late engagement before Murfreesborough:

My battery was not engaged until Friday morning, being held in re-
serve on Wednesday, and there being no engagement with the enemy.
on Thursday. Early on Friday morning I was placed in position on the
right of the Nashville tarnpike, in an open field nearly opposite the large
burnt house, but somewhat farther to the front. Thisfield lies between
the railroad and the turnpike, at the extremity of which (about 400 yards
distant),on a slight ridge, is a skirtof woods, at that time oceapied by our
skirmishers. Robertson’s battery was in position immediately in front of
the burnt house, on my left. Soon after I took position here, the enemy
advanced in line of battle. Robertson’s battery first engage& them, and
I immediately thereafter opened fire npon them, and in a short time we
suceeeded in driving them back fo their original pogition. Two batteries
of the enemy to my front and one to my left poured a heavy fire upon
e, getting my range with great accuracy. Iresponded to their fire, and
in this engagement lost 1 man instantly killed—Sergt. A. L. Towa-
send, a brave soldier and good officer. 1 counld not see the effect of my
shot upon the enremy’s batteries, as they were concealed from view by the
field immediately in front of me, but have since learned from our skir-
mishers, in the cedar glade on my left, that I drove one battery from its
position, disabling one piece, which had to be left on the field. .As the
other batteries of the enemy were beyond my range, I was ordered to dis-
continue firing, which I did. Later in the day the enemy’s skirmishers
drove ours from the woods on the hill, when I shelled them out of this
position, and it was occupied by our skirmishers.

About 4 o’clock in tho evening I was ordered to open fire upon the
enemgy’s lines from my position (which was entirely beyond my range),
and after firing a few rounds to discontinue the firing, which I did.
This caused the enemy to open fire upon me again with their batteries,
in which I lost 1 man wounded in the head by a fragment of a shell—
‘Washington McRea. I was then ordered to bring my battery behind
the intrenchments.

Friday night, the enemy having again driven our skirmishers from
the woods before mentioned, I was ordered during the night to take
position at the same place and shell them out at daylight, which I did.
In taking position here I lost 1 mau (Pat. Jordan) wounded by can-
non wheel breaking his leg, I shelled the enewmy out of the woods,
and it was occupied Ly our skirmishers, who took several prisoners iu
this skirt of woods. I was under fire of the enemy’s batteries at long
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range late in the evening, being beyond my range. I withdrew my
battery from its position, and ascertained orders had already been sent
for me to retire, which I had not received.
Respectfully submitted.
W. L. SCOTT,
Captain, Commanding Light Battery.
Brig. Gen. PrEsTON SMiTH,
Comdg. Fourth Brigade, Cheatham’s Division, Polk’s Corpa.

No. 218,
Report of Lieut. W, M. Polk, Scot¥’s Tennessee battery.

JANUARY 20, 1863,

In accordance with orders received, I malke the following report of the
part taken by Scott’s battery in the buttle of Stoue’s River, and of the
effect and efficiency of the different kinds of projectiles nsed:

The battery crossed Stone’s River Mouday morning and took a posi.
tion on the river, near the Triune road and in rear of our brigade. Wa
remained with the brigade until Wedunesday morning, not having done
any firing up tothat time. We were separated from the brigade on that
morning, Captain Scott being ordered to hold the battery in reserve on
the Triune road. _

The battery remained on the Triune road until Tharsday morning,
when we received an order to take position at the breastworks between
the Wilkinson and Nashville pikes, where we remained until Friday
morning, not having fired a shot up to that time. The battery was then
ordered to take a position about 400 or 500 yards in front of the breast.
works between the railroad and Nashville pike, Captains Stanford’s and
Carnes’ and Lieutenant Tarner’s batteries being on our right beyond
the railroad, and Captain Robertson’s battery being on our left beyond
the pike. After being in that pusition about fifteen minutes, the enemy’s
infantry commenced an advance, when we opened on them with spheri.
cal case and shell at three seconds time, The enemy, after s little, fell
back, upon which we increased our range aud time, and continued the
firing natil they were beyond our range. Two of the eneiny’s batteries
were advancing with their line of infantry, both of which returned our
fire, but both ceased firing when their line of infantry retired. One of
the batteries fel! back with the line, the other remained in its position,
having, as we afterward learned from our skirmishers, one of its pieces
disabled. TIt, Lowerver, fell back after we ceased firing. Assoon as the
enemy’a line commenced falling back, they opened fire.on us with two
rifle batteries, which were beyond ourrange. Havin g received an order
to cease firing, we did so, and fell back about 50 yards, under cover of
a little rise in the ground. The batteries of the enemy ceased firing
soonm after we did. In this eogagement we lost 1 man killed, About
2 o'clock we shelled the evemy’s skirmishers out of a skirt of timber
abont 250 yards in onr front, from which they had driven our skir-
mishers. Their batteries replied, but did us no harm. That eveniug
we fred a few spherical case at the enemy’s line, ali of which burst
short, they being beyond our range. We then retired to the breast-
works for the night.

. The next moruing we took the position we had oeeupied the day pre.
vious, and shelled the enemy’s skirmishers out of the skirt of woods I
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mentioned Lefore. The enemy’s batteries did mot reply. From that
time until late that evening we occupied the posifion quietly. )

About 4 d’clock Saturday evening the enemy opened o well-directed
fire upon us with three batteries, all of which were beyond our range.
The battery fell back inside of our intrenchments,‘ and Captain Scott
reporied to General Cheatham, when he ordered_blm to bring the_ba.t-
tery to his headquarters, where we remained until 2 o’cleck that night,
when Captain Scott was ordered to cross the river and join the rest of
the division, which was on its way to this point.

During the various engagements of the battery we used the pendulum
hausses with tolerable satisfaction. The mest of our shrapre! and shell
did very well. Our friction-primers also did very well. My experience
in regard to the table of ranges used by us, which is the one found in the
instruction for field artillery, is that it does pot answer as well asit
should, from the fact that the powder for which it was prepared is so
much superior to ours. . .

Daring the various engagements of the battery we bad 1 man killed,
1 slightly wounded, and 1 man’s leg broken by being run over by one of
the guns. No horses were Iost and the carriages weres not da,ma.ged.. We
fired between 200 and 250 rounds, principally spherical case. Killed,
Sergt. A. L. Townsend; wounded, W, McRea; missing, none.

tfelly submitted.
Respeatfully W. M. POLE,

First Lieutenant, Commanding Scott’s Batlery.
Maj. M. SmITH.

No. 219.
Eeport of Maj. Gen. Jones M. Withers, 0. 8. Army, commanding Second

*

Di

HpQrs. WITHERS D1v., POLK’S CORPS, ARMY OF TENN.,
Shelbyville, Tenn., May 20, 1863.

Major: This division took position in line of battle in front of Mur-
freesborough and Stone’s River on the morning of December 28, 1862,
as directed in # Memoranda for general and staff officers,” issued from
headquarters of the army. The brigade of Brig. Gen. James R. Chal-
mers was placed, with its right resting on Stone’s River and extending
in a direction west of south, nearly across the open field toward the
Wilkinson pike; Walthal's brigade, in command of Brig. Gen. [J.]
Patton Anderson (by whose name it will be designated in this Teport),
was placed next; and Anderson’s brigade, under Col. A. M, Manigault,
of the Tenth South Carolina Regiment, was placed next, and on the left
of the line then formed. That night Deas’ brigade_, under Col. J. Q.
Loomis, of the Twenty-fifth Alabama Regiment, arrived from outpost
and was placed on Manigault’s left, extending the line to the Franklin
or Triune road. This was the front center division of the line of battle,
the division of Major-General Breckinridge being on the right, its lefs
flank resting on the east bank of the river and to the rear of Chalmers’
right, and the division of Major-General McCown being on the west su_ig
of the Franklin road, with its right some distance in advance of Loomis
left. The general direction of the live from right to left of the division,
the initial point being on the river, was west of south, crossing the
Nashville rail and pike roads about 1,000 yards from their crossing of
the river and near their intersection; thence across the Wilkinson pika,
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and thence to the Franklin road, on which was placed Robertson’s bat.

tery. The open fields.extending along their fronts and the character of
the ground rendered it proper to throw Anderson’s left to the front of

the general direction, Maniganlt’s left to be retired, and again Loomis
left to be-advanced, the greatest angle being formed by Anderson and
Maniganlt, and which would require that Manigault’s left should de.
scribe an are of near 60° to bring his front on a line with that of An-
derson’s.

On the evening of the 29th, skirmishing commenced between Chal-
merg’ admirable battalion of sharpshooters and the enemy, which grad-
ually extended to Anderson’s right. About the same time there was a,
dash made by a portion of the enemy’s cavalry on Maniganlt’s skir-
mishers, which was creditably punished by Companies A and G, of the
Tenth South Carolina Regiment. The supporting division, under Major-
General Cheatham, now occupied its position from 500 to 800 yards in
rear, and near the crest of theriver ridge. The charavter of the country
rendering it impossible for the division commanders to give that imme-
diate, personal supervision which would insure the supports being thrown
forward when necessary and with the least delay, it was agreed that
Major-General Oheatham should take position on the left and the imme-
diate control of the brigades of Maniganlt and Loomis, giving to me the
direction of his two right brigades, Donelson and Stewart.

Early on the morning of the 30th, firing commenced between the skir-
mishers on the right, and gradnally extended throughout the line to the
Franklin road. The artillery of the enemy also opened, and the firing
was kept up with more or less rapidity through the day. The cannon.
ading was mostly directed against Chalmers’ brigade and Anderson's
right, which occupied the exposed position across the field from the
Wilkinson pike to the river. Aliout 2.30 p. m. the enemy made a dash
to capture Robertson’s battery, on our extreme left, which was hand-
somely repulsed and severely punished by a well-directed and rapid fire
from the battery and from the Twenty-sixth and Thirty-ninth Alabamsa
Regiments. The attempt, with less vigor, was repeated late in the
evening with similar resnlt, the Twenty-fifth Alabama having been
thrown forward to the sapport of the other two regiments. The enemy’s
line of battle was now established in our front. His left rested on the
river bluff, some 1,000 yards from Chalmers’ right, iu a skirt of woods;
thence through the Round Forest, or Mississippian’s  half acre”; thence
through the south end of the cedar lrake, and along the ridges and
woodland to the cedar pedregal on the Franklin road, and about 300
yards from Loomis’ front. From this point his line seemed to be re-
tired, making quite an obtuse angle with that running back to the river.

The commanding general’s order, directing an assaalt to be made by
our left on the right of the enemy the next morning as early as it was
“light enough to see,” was received at 9 o’clook at night. Chslmers’
brigade was to remain stationary, and constitute the pivot on which the
movement was to be made; my left to “swing around and correspond
with the movement of General McCown’s division,” on my left.

Early on the morning of the 3lst, skirmishing commenced on the ex-
treme left, and was followed by artillery, and then the full volleys of the
line, snnouncing that the stern work of the day had commenced.

About 7 o’clock Loomis’ brigade moved forward, and was immediately
and hotly eugaged. Steadily advaneing, it drove back the first line of
the enemy, but having no commanding officer (Colonel Loomis subse-
quently reporting himself as having been disabled), and the enemy being
re-enforced by the second line, the brigade was driven back in some
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confusion. Thereserve, being promptly ordered forward by Major-Gen-
eral Cheatham, madoe a gallant charge, but was also repulsed. Colonel
Coltart, of the Twenty-sixth Alabama Regiment, having assumed com-
mand of Loomis’ brigade, with the assistance of Captains [D. E.] Huger,
P . R. B.] Burtwell, and [E. B. D.] Riley, of my stafl, ordered to the left
or the purpose, quickiy rallied and reformed thelive. The two brigades,
under Colonels Vaughan and Coltart, being now formed in line, were
moved forward under the immediate direction of Major-General Cheat-
ham, and, after a desperate conflict, dislodged the enemny from their
strong position, and drove them for more than a mile and beyond the
Wilkinson pike. Moving forward to the cedar brake, between the Wil
kinyon and Nashville pikes, and finding other troops pressing after the
enemy in his front, Colosel Coltart, by direction of General Cheatham,
moved his command to the right, and, coming into the front line on the
oast edge and extreme right of the cedar brake, had a shtarp engagement
with the enemy, ocoupying a ridge across a narrow cotton-field, and
strongly supported by artillery, Manigaunlt’s brigade moved promptly
at the proper moment, and his left swinging round, drove the enemy
from the wooded ridge back on his second line. In the wheel throagh
the open field, and before bis command had completed the angte neces-
8ary to bring it on a line with Anderson’s, a heavy fire from two batteries
and a column of infantry was opened on him from his right, which, en-
filading bis line, checked and finally forced him back to his former posi-
tion. Col. A. J. Lythgoe, of the Nineteenth South Carolina Regiment,
was killed in this charge while gallantly leading his command. He
dies well who dies nobly. Manigault, quickly rallying his command,
again mwoved forward, snccessfully driving the enemy, and with every
prospect of being able to hold his position, when the repulse of the
troops ou his left, leaving both flanks exposed, rendered it necessary
for bim again to fall back, The position of the forces and character of
the ground and movement, however, rendered it impossible altogether
to avoid a cross or enfilading fire,. The repulse at any point only in-
creased the liability. The sapporting brigade, under Brigadier-General
Maney, was now moved forward, and, taking position on Manigault's
left, both brigades moved forward, meeting eomparatively with but little
oppogition. As Maniganlt swung round to a line with Anderson, this
brigade was put in motion, and scon Manigault’s right was engaged in
an attack on a battery, with strong supports of infantry, The assault
seemed successful, but before the capture was made, a brigade of the
enemy moved up from below the hill, forcing back the regiments en
gaged, but was in turn driven back by Anderson’s left, which waas
sweeping round. This concluded the engagements of Manigaalt for the
day. His command had been subjected to a most trying ordeal, and
had suffered heavily. The calm determination and persistent energy
and gallantry which rendered Colonel Manigault proof against discour-
agements had a marked infiuence on and was admirably responded to
by his command.

Anderson’s left, being now moved forward immediately after the right
of Manigault, was guickly engaged with the strong force in front. No
brigade occupied a more eritical position, nor were the movements of any
invested with moere important consequences. Oppeosite there were three
batteries strongly supported by ivfantry. The capture of the batteries
and rout of the supports was a necessity. Anderson was, therefore,
directed to take the batteries at every cost. Stewart’s brigade had been
moved up inte the woods within close supporting distance. In rapid
successim Anderson threw forward his regiments from left to right, and
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terrific was the fire to which they were subjected. Time and again
cbecked, and almost recoiling before the tremendous fire, the regiments
were as often rallied by their gallant and determined officers, and the
brigade advanced Ly its cool, steadfast, and skillful commander. His
right temporarily falling back in some confusion, cansed by the fall of
the gallant commanders of the two right regiments {Lient. Col. James L,
Autry, commanding Twenty-seventh Mississippi, killed, and Col. W, F.
Brantly, of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi, stricken down by the con.
cussion from a shell exploding near him), Brigadier-General Stewart was
ordered forward to the support. In splendid order, and with a cheer
this fine brigade moved forward under its gallant and accomp]ished’
commander. Anderson’s right, quickly rallying and pressing forward
vigorously, attacked and drove Lack the enemy. This completed the
rout of his firat line and the capture of the Latteries. Our loss, however,
was very lieavy, the Thirtieth Mississippi alone having within the limits
of an acre 62 officers and men killed and 139 wounded.

Stewart, having moved his brigade to the left down the Wilkinson pike
now pressed forward on Anderson’s left and hotly engaged the enemvf
The determined advance and steady fire of our forces was wore than the
eneiny could withstand. The entire force gave way, aud in wild con-
fugion rushed through the cedar brake in rear, being pursued to the
northeast edge of the brake, and sabjected to an irregular but quite
effective fire. Within the northeast edge of this cedar brake, nearly par-
allel with the Nashville pike road and at right angles to the originﬁ.l line
of battle, our troops were halted. They required rest and ammunition.

At 11 a. m. Brigadier-General Chalmers received an order direct from
the lientenant-general commanding to move forward and attack the
enemy posted in his front. Quickly advancing to the Cowan, or burnt,
house, he was there met by a destructive fire, and soon after, while act-
ively engaged in the discharge of his duties, was stricken down by a frag-
ment of 2 shell and borne senseless from the field. The quick perception,
prompt decision, aud fearless energy of this gallant officer being lost to
bis command, and his staff failing to report promptly to the officer next
in rank, this veteran brigade became disorganized, the regiments attach-
ing themselves to and serving with other commands untit night, when
they were brought together and placed in their original position under
Colonel [T. W.] White, of the Ninth Mississippi Regiment. The brigade
of Ohalmers being driven back, the support under Brigadier-General
Donelson was ordered to the attack by the lieutenant-general command.
ing, and moving rapidly forward was warmly engaged, but was repulsed,
and, gradually swinging to the left, passed into the cedar brake.

On the morning of January 1, Anderson’s brigade was moved to the
position originally occupied by bonelson, and in rear of Chalivers. At
daylight on the morning of January 1, Chalmers’ sharpshooters were
ordered forward, to ascertain the position of the enemy. Moving for-
ward, and ioto the Round Forest, they drove out the skirmishers of the
enemy, whose forces had been withdrawn during the nmight, and could
then be seen in a northeast direction. Qniet prevailed until late in the
evening, when the enemy sent forward a force and retook the Round
Forest, driving back our skirmishers into the skirt of woods above and
on Btfhﬁ river.

efora daylight on the morning of the 2d, the batteries of Stanford
Carnes, and Smith had been moved up and placed in the north and
outer edge of this river skirt of woods by Capt. J. R. B. Burtwell, divis-
ion chief of artillery, and Scott’s battery advanced up the Nashville pike
to a line within but some 300 yards south of the others. In support,
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Chalmers’ brigade, nnder Colonel White, had been moved up and occu-
pied the crest of the ridge-in rear, and the skirmishers thrown forward
extended to the railroad on the left.

At dawn the skirmishers advanced and drove out the enemy from the
Round Forest, but in turn were forced to retreat before superior numbers.
'The cnemy advancing, opened fire on the artillery, which, promptly re-
sponding, soon shelled them into a precipitate retreat, when, with an
increased force, we again occupied the Round Forest. Anderson’s bri-
gide had been advanced to and now occupied the former position of
Obalmers. The brigades of Manigault and Coltart occupied the southern
extremity of the cedar brake, and the right of the column facing the Nash-
ville pike.

Shortly after 3 p. m. the batteries on the bill, as previonsly instructed,
opened a brisk fire on the enemy, whose line extended toward the river
and beyond, or into the extreme edge of a skirt of woods, the nearest
point of which was some 300 yards from thatin which our batteries were.
The firing was continned as long as it conld be with safety to the columu
of General Breckmridge, advancing on the east side of the river. The
left of this column passing across the river into the woods, in or belind
which rested the left of the enemy’s force, was immediately attacked by
it apd driven up the river toward the position of Chalmers’ brigade.
Colonel [T. W.] White immediately threw out supports, with instroctions
to drive back the enemy. This was followed by a general advance of
the enemy along kis entire front, and his being driven out of the Round
Forest back into the woods on the river. Night closing in, the fighting
ceased for the day.

Late in the evening, Anderson’s brigade, under orders from the com-
manding general, was moved rapidiy across the river to the support
of General Breckinridge, and did not rejoin the division until the morn-
ing of the 4th. That night Mapigault was moved to the position va-
cated by Anderson, aud Coltart was moved up to White’s support, and
their commands placed in proper positions for operations the next
morning.

At daybreak on the morning of the 3d, the artillery shelled the Round
Forest, which was immediately thereafter charged into by the infantry,
and the encmy driven out with considerable loss. Brisk skirmishing
was kept up through the day, chiefly with Coltart’s command, which
occupied the Round Forest.

Latein theevening, after sabjecting the Round Forestand woodstoa ter-
nfic caunovading, the enemy advanced in force, and, engaging our troops,
succeeded in breaking a part of our line, when the timely arrival of the
reserves enabled the line again to advance, and, after a very sharp and
well-contested engagement, to repulse the evemy. Lieuteuant-Colonel
Farrar, of the First Louisiana (Regulars), was mertally wonnded in the
engagement. He was a bold and galiant officer, and Lad arrived on the
field only in time to assume command of his regiment in this last engage-
ment. Their infantry being driven back, the enemy renewed the cay-
nonading, continuing it some time after dark. Colonels White andl Col-
tart proved themselves deserving of commendation by the admirable
condnct of their commands throughout the harassing period of their
occupancy of this important and almost isolated position.

The troops were withdrawn ou the morniog of the 4th without contest
or pursuit. For seven days they had cheerfully endared fatigue, expo-
sure, and hardships sufficient to canse despondeucy in auny breast not
actuated by the same steadfast determination to dare all and suffer all
in defense of the right, In temporary repulses and the most trying
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posilions, the total absence of everything like panic, and the cool self:
possesgion and alacrity with which they rallied, ref:)rmed, and moved
forward against the enemy, was as truly remarkable as it was most hon-
orable.

The timely preparations made under direction of Burgeon [Carlisle
Terry for the care of the wounded seem to have been as judicious an
ample as was practicable, and the infirmary corps for the division dis-
charged its duties fearlessly and well.

To Capts. D, E. Huger, assistant adjutant-general; J. R. B. Burtwell,
chief of artillery, and E. B. D. Riley, chief of ordnance, I am indebted for
valuable and indispensable services. Inextending orders, seeing to their
execution, and in rallying and cheering on the troops, they wers energetic
and ontiring, displaying gallantry and capacity. Maj. B. M. Thomas,
adjatant and inspector genersl, reported on the field from sick leave on
the morning of the 2d, and innmediately entered on the discharge of his
duties with intelligence and efficiency. Lient. R. W. Withers, aide-de-
camp, Asst. Sarg. J. Paul Jones, and Lieut. Charles L. Huger, Firat
Louisiana (Regulars), were, througix the entire engagement, actively, zeal-
ously, and most creditably engaged in the discharge of the various duties
agsigned them. Maj. W. H. Ross, acting commissary of subsistence, and
Maj. B. Q. Pinckney, quartermaster, did good service in their respect-
ive departments. Cuptain [T. M.] Lenoir and Lieutenant [H. R.} Gor-
doun, commanding escort, gave valuable assistance in the collecting and
sending off captured property, in driving forward stragglers from and
laggards in the fight, and in staff duties, which they were several times
called upon to perform. Private M. G. Hudsou, of the Twenty-fourth
Alabama BRegiment, long engaged in the assistant adjutant-general’s
office, and well and favorably known within the command, rendered
services on the field evidencing bis fitness and capacity for a more re-
sponsible position.

The total strength of the division was 7,774; the total loss by casual-
ties, 2,619. Brigade and regimental reports and detailed statement of
casnalties have heretofore been forwarded.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
J. M. WITHERS,
Magjor-General.
Maj. THOMAS M. JACK,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Polk's Corps, Army of Tenncssee.

No. 220.
Reports of Capt, Feliz H. Robertson, Florida baitery,* Deas’ brigade.

SHELBYVILLE, TENN., January 12, 1863,

S1r: By direction of Lientenant-General Polk, I reported to General
Breckinridge on Friday evening, Januvary 2, with Robertson’s battery
of six Napoleon guns, and Semple’s battery of four Napoleon guns; in
all, ten guns. My commaud was formed in rear of the line of the in-
fantry, and finally behind the artillery of the division which was imme-
diately behind the second line. Leaving my caissons. I advanced to
the edge of the opening through whick the infantry had charged. The
highest point of the hill to the left was selected to be the site of Robert-
son’s battery; Semple’s was to take the right. So soon as the ground

1"1' l?gbertnon’s battery claimed both by Alabama and Florida. Finally credited to
orida.
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wzs cleared upon which Semple’s battery was to stand, it was at once
pushed to its place, Theinfantry not being able to clear the crest of the
hill, and the fire being very heavy on our right, I decided to alter the
plan and send my battery to the right, but our line being cramped by
unfavorable ground to the right, I only ordered a section up to fill a gap
in our line of artillery. By the repulse becoming geueral, I determined
‘to stop the remainder of my own battery in the field to check the ene-
my’s advance. The artillery of my command was brought off with the
loss of one piece of Semple’s battery. This only occurred after the
infantry supports had given way entirely.

The fighting of this battery {Semple’s) was entirely creditable. The
-confusion was such that it was not to be wondered at that three pieces
were left on the field, but that more were not lost. The artillery as it
-entered the woods was placed, and by a rapid fire checked the enemy’s
advance. The batteries under my command were subjected to a hot
infantry fire and the worst cross-fire I ever saw.

The loss of the two Latteries I cannot know, as I have not seen Lieu-
tenant [E. J.] Fitzpatrick, commanding two sections of Semple’s battery.
My own lost 6 horses and G men.

After dark the gans fell back, and Major [R. E.j Graves having been
severely wounded, I, at the request of General Breckinridge, placed the
artillery upon the new line.

Lut {or the artillery fire the enemy would surely have carried the
position eutirely, as our infantry was scattered. )

The men of the artillery generally bebaved spendidly, but individual
-exceptions were mauy to this rule, and I fonnd it necessary to draw my
revolver in order to make the drivers halt long enough to fix the piece
1o be limbered up and brought off,

Very respectfully,
FELIX H. ROBERTSON,
Captain, &e.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, BRECKINRIDGE’S D1V,

———

SHELBYVILLE, TENN., February 18, 1863.

CAPTAIN: On the morning of January 2, I wag ordered to accompany
Colonel Brent, assistant adjutant-general, and endeavor to find a position
from which the enemy’s lino might be enfiladed with artillery. Such a
position haviog been found, a report of the fact was made to the general
at once. The enemy’s skirmishers being in possession of the point se-
lected, it was determined toattack and carryit. I received orders from
General Bragg to take Robertson’s battery (six Napoleons), two sections
Semple’s battery (four Napoleons), two rifies and two 12-pounder how-
itzers Lelonging to Breckinridge's division, and to occupy and hold to
the utmost extremity the desired position after the enemy had been dis-
lodged by the infantry, The necessary preparations for the artillery
were made at once. The batteries arrived on the ground and were soon
in position.

Having to await the arrival of a still absent brigade, I took an oppor-
tunity to consult General Breckinridge. I found his jdeas of the attack
and my own differed materially. He snpposed it was to be made by a
combination of both arms, while I was positive the geuneral’s orders were
that infantry alone should take the hill. General Breckinridge then
desired me to form my batteries in the space between his two lines of
infantry and advance. This I declined to do, stating as a reason the
Janger bioth of confusion and loss from such an arrangement. He then
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near approach. My column was conducted by Colone! Brent to a posi.
tion in an open wood between two fields, where, as 1 understood from
him, Breckinridge’s line of battle had first moved forward to the attack.
The column was halted, faced to the front, and skirmishers immedia.t.e]y
thrown forward, This precaution had become necessary, inasmuch ag
there was no line at that time between mine and the enemy, as I learneq
from Colonel {John A.] Buckner, of General Breckinridge’s staff, The
general himseif rode up at this moment, and soon directed me to witl,

draw my line to ove that would be pointed out by oune of his staff off

cers, in a wood some 200 or 300 yards in the rear. The line of skirmigh.
ers, however, was not withdrawn,

Having arrived at the new position about 9 p. m., a reconnaissance
was made to the right and left, which disclosed the fact that on my left
an interval of 800 yards or more existed between it and the right of Han-
son’s brigade, and that there were no troops on my right at all. Before
daylight the next morning, however, the brigades of Generals Pillow,
Preston,and Adams, of Breckinridge’s division, had prolonged my right
and a few hours later the brigade of Brigadier (3eneral Jackson occa-
pied most of the interval between my left and Hanson’s right.

The troops remained in line of battle during the day; many, however,
were sent to the rear on account of sickness, caused by the fatigues and
exposures of the six duys and nights past. It rained nearly all day (3d),
and at times so violently that fires could not be kept up; blankets and
clothing were wet, and cooked rations were in a eondition, from the same
canse, not at all invitiug, even to a half-famished soldier.

About sundown [ received an order from Major General Withers to
withdraw my command at 9 o’clock that night from its position, and
take up the line of march down the Shelbyville pike. At the moment
the hour arrived, and just as the column was about to be put in motion,
I was directed tosuspend the execution of this order until further notice.
At 11 o'clock the order was repeated, the movement to commence at 1
o’clock the next morning,

At 1 o’clock the morning of January 4, my command moved right in
front, following the [rear] of Brigadier-General Pillow’s brigade, antil
we reached the public square in Murfreesborough, where I rejoined Major.
General Withers’ division, to which I belonged, and marched with it to
this place without the loss of a man or anything else.

It should bave been mentioned elsewhere that, early in the afternoon
of the 31at, the adjutant of the Thirty-ninth North Carclina Regiment
gLieutena.nt [1saac 8.] Hyams, C. 8. Army) reported to me on the battle.

eld that his regiment had become detached from the command to which
it had been assigned in the morning, and was at that time out of ammuni-
tion and under command of Captain [A. W.) Bell, the field officers having
been killed or wounded. Isupplied the needed ammunition, and formed
the regiment on the right of the Twenty-seventh Mississippi. It par-
ticipated creditably in all our subsequent movements until, on the even-
ing of January 2, by order of Licutenant-General Polk, it was detached
and ordered to join Colonel Manigault's brigade.

Tomy staff officers—Captain [W. G.(] Barth, assistant adjutant-general;
Lieatenant [W. M.] Davidson, aide-de-camp; Captain [W.] Anderson,
ordnance; Capt. Lambert May and Lieat, R. H. Browne, of the inspector-
general’s department, and Capt. J. B. Downing and Mr. Seanlan, vol-
unteer aides—I am much indebted for their active and efficient assistance
in all that pertained to their respective positions. Eaeh and avery one
performed his duty to my entire satisfaction. Captain May was par-
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ticularly conspicuous in rallying and leading the troops shere danger
was thickest. To bim I am also indebted for the prowpt attention of
my order to bring from the field the captured artillery. Capt. E. T.
Sykes, assistant adjutaut-general on Brigadier-General Walthall’s staff,
temporarily ou duty with me, rendered very efficient service thronghout
the entire engagement. His activity, courage, and intelligence rendered
his services invaluable on a field so extended and in a conflict so pro-
tracted. Lieutevant [J. H.] Wood, also ordnance officer of Walthall’s
brigade, performed his duty with the greutest promptuoess, displaying
much good sense apd judgment in conforming the movements of his
train to those of the troops.

In endeavoring to give a simple statement of the part taken by the
troops under my command in this great engagement, the capture of
several batteries has been mentioned m passing. I have abstained from
making a statement of the number or kind of pieces taken, for the sim-
ple reason that I did not stop to count them or to examine their caliber.
The Twenty-seventh, Twenty-ninth, and Thirtieth Mississippi, all partic-
ipating (but the Thirtieth suffering more severely than the others), cap-
tured a battery, of from four to six guns, near a log-cabin in the edge of
the cedars, on the right of the Wiikinson pike, and not far from a weil
used by the enemy in procuring tlheir water on the night previous to
the battle. This battery included a small iron rifled piece, somewhat
detached from, and a short distance to, the right of the other pieces,
and lay in front of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi, which took it. In
the log-cabins, and strongly supporting the battersy, was a company ot
sharpshooters, all captured by the Twenty-seventh Mississippi. Farther
to the left was a battery, nearer the Wilkinsou pike, from which the
enemy were driven by the Twenty-foursh Mississippi, supported by the
Forty-fitth Alabama. Some 15 or 20 prisoners were here captured at
the pieces. Auother battery was posted still farther to the left, and
nearer the Wilkinson pike, close by which the left of the Forty-tifth
Alabama (my left regiment) passed simultaneously with the right of
Colonel Manigault. This battery, lowever, was silenced a few moments
before we reached it—I thiuk by one of our batteries playing from a |
direction where I supposed Colonel Manigault’s left to be at the time
Lis right reached the battery simultaneously with my left. As the bat-
teries immediately in my front were being passed, I directed Captain
May, of my staff, to have the pieces taken to the rear with as lttle delay
as possible. He subsequently reported to me that he delivered to the
chief of ordpance in Murfreesborough eight pieces of different caliber:
and 1 afterward learned that there were two or three pieces taken from
the same part of the field by other parties, whose names I could not learn.

Our loss in this engagement was heavy, as the long list of killed and
wounded will show. An infant nation struggling for existence, and
just now fairly disengaging itself from the oppressor’s grasp, pauses in
the strife to drop a sympathetic tear over the grave of its gallant dead,
and long after that pation shall have risen to manhood among great
powers of earth, will her free sous and daughters cherish and revere the
names and memories of those who fell upon the bloody plains of Mar-
freesborough.

The loss of this brigade was 766, as follows: Killed, 119; wonnded,
584 ; missing, 63.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PATTON ANDERSORX,
Brigadier-General, Commaending.
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over which they had to pass in their advance. The ordeal to whicl:
they were subjected was u zevere one, but the task was undertaken wilfh
that spirit and conrage which slways deserves snecess and seldom fails
of achieving it. As offen as their ranks were shattered and broken hy
grape and canister did they rally, reforn, and renew the attack undpj;
;l&?tle@derilrx{i ;J)f tlm]ir galilaut officers. They were ordered to take the
teres ab all bazards, and they ubeyed the order i
011%118?"‘5'1105.\; of officers and m}en. d % 1oty however, with.
Not far from where the batteries were playing, and while cheeri
encouraging bis men forward, Lieut. ()01,I Jame%;,L. Autry, gg;e;lgngdai.gd
the'l wenty-seventh Mississippi, fell, pierced through the head by a mini%
}igg (Th%e‘;imng before, 1bhe colonel of the regiment, Thomas M. Jones,
1l gone to the rear, complainin ing
durirTg e e . p g of being unwell, and had not returned
The death of this gallant officer at a critical period caused some ¢on.
%sgtn_;u th(tahreglment u%ti] they were rallied and reformed by Capt. E
- Neison, the senior officer present, who subs iously
w?ﬁdezitgn another part of tIIJe field. eaently was seriously
out the same time that Lientenant-Colonel A utry fell, Colon -
ly, of: the Twenty-ninth Mississippi, and his adjuta.ns;; (F;rst Eiee;t?c?:).?]:]
W. Campbell) were knocked down by concussion, produced by the ex-
plosion of a shell very near them, but the regiment was soon after car.
ried forv_vard by Lieut. Col. J. B. Morgan in gallant style, capturing the
battery in their front, and driving the enewy in great confusion into and
through the dense cedar brake immediately beyond. On the left of this
I?.st regiment was the Thirtieth Mississippi, commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel Scales. Most gallantly did they perform their part. Inmoving
across the open field in short range of grape, canister, and shrapnel, 62
officers and men were killed and 139 wounded, of this regiment a.]o’ne
all within a very short space of time, and upot an acre [area] nog greate;'
t!:lan an acre of ground. The Twenty fourth Mississippi, Lieutenant-
Colonel McKelvamg commanding, and the Forty-fifth Alabama, Colonet
Gilelrist commanding, respectively, on the left of the Thirtieth Missis-
sippi, also encountered a batters in their front, strongly supported by
infantry on advantageous ground. For a moment, these regiments ap-
peared to reel and stagger before the weight of lead and iron that was
huiled against them. They were encouraged to go forward by the ex.
ample of their officers, and a battery was taken. A namber of prisoners
also fell into onr hands. Arillerists, who felt confidently secure in the
strength of their positions, were captured at their pieces, and others
were taken before they knew that their guns had failen into our bands.
One company entire, with its officers and colors, which had been posteﬁ
in a log-honse near the battery in front of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi
was captured by the Twenty-seventh Mississippi, while the pieces were
falﬁ?ti mltu the lﬁands of the Twenty-ninth. o
T losing Lis artillery, the enemy retired through a se cedar
forest in a direction almost parallel to our ori ginal [linejga.nd t(})e]t]l?: ftlz,:]lftl
In this forest they made uo obstinate stand, but, owing to the density of
the growth and the exhausted condition of our troops, the pursuit was
slow and cautious. It was impossible to preserve a regular and con-
tinvous line through such obstacles as the fallen and standing eedars
presented. After having pushed through this brake a distance of 500
or 60¢ yards, an open field appeared in front, through which the enemy
was fleeing in scattered confusion. The ground in our frount was gentl}
ascending for snveral hundred yards until the crest of the hill was

Crar. RXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN, 765

reached, upon which he was now indostriously planting artillery and
apparently massing heavy forces of infantry, Our second line had come
up and ocenpied the edge of the forest near the open field. Tt was grow-
ing late in the evening, and advance across the open field, where the
epemy would bave such decided advantage, was not deemed advisable.
Indeed, after resting awhile to collect stragelers and replenish cartridge-
boxes, and having become satisfied that my first apprehensious ol an
effort on the part of the enemy to repossess themselves of the forest was
not well founded, a stafl officer was sent to Major General Withers, com-
manding the division, sugesting that, with his consent, I would with-
draw my brigade to its original position, where the troops conld better
recover from their exbaustion, and obtain that rest whieh tliey so ninch
needed. He returned soon with the reply that the major-general ap-
proved the move. Accordingly, about sundown the brignde resumed
its position of the moruing, lcaving the troops of the second lie in posi-
tion at the far edge of the cedar brake, contronting the enemy’s line.

We remained bere during the night, but moved forward at an early
hour the next morning by order of Major-General Withers, and by Lis
direction bad begun to deploy the colurn on the right of the live then
formed in the woods, when Colonel Brantly, of the Twenty-ninth Mis-
sissippi, informed me that, by continuing the deployment, muach of the
line would be exposed to o severe fire from the batteries last above
alluded to. 1 communicated this to General Withers, who directed me
to withdraw the line to a positiot in rear of the second (now become the
first) line, near where the batteries had been taken ou the day Lefore.

We remained in this new position until about noon of this day (Jau-
uary 1), when, by order of Lieutenant-General Polk, we were conducted
by one of his staff officers to the position originally oceupied by Brig-
adier-General Donelson’scommand, in front of Stone’s River,and stretch-
ing from Witkinson pike, on the left, to the railroad, on the right.

At an early hour next moroing we moved up by order of Major-Gen-
era] Withers, aud took the position at first oceupied by Brigadier-Geun-
eral Chalmers’ brigade. I was soon ordered across Stone’s River, to the
right, for the purpose of supporting Major-General Breckinridge's divis-
ion, upon whom it had been reported the enemy were moving. When
the two right regiments of the brigade had succeeded in getting aeross
the river, the order, so far as the other three were concerned, was coun-
termauded, and they were directed to resume their positions in Chal-
mers’ old place, and before I had reached General Breckinridge with
the two right regiments, an order was received to return and join the
balance of the brigade. Soon after resuming Cbalmers’ position with
the whole brigade, the Twenty-fourth Mississippi, Lieutenant-Colonel
MeKelvaine, was detached, by order of Lientenant-General Polk, and
seut forward to support Scott’s battery, then posted on our front line.
This was about 2 p. m., January 2. About 4 p. m. I was ordered by
the general commanding to hasten with my brigade to the support of
General Breckinridge, on the opposite side of the river from where 1
then was. Not being familiar with that part of the field, Licutenant-
Colone! [G. W.} Brent, of General Bragg’s staff, was directed to conduct
me to the desired position.

The troops deserve much credit for the alacrity with which they moved,
having waded the river and pushed forward at a double-quick for more
than a mile to the scene of Breckinridge’s bloody conflict. Darkness
had separated the combatants when I reached the spot. A staff oflicer
had been previously sent forward to report to General Breckinridge wy
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tions to this general rule arose from a faulty manner ivi

well into the wood. The Bormann fm}t-:éy worked %gdrll;l; lgagttizgggagir
There were no sights used with my guns; the effects of each shot
served to determine the direction of the next. My aim always low, the
evﬁ'ect of my shots good. 1 had an opportunity to examine some p,rn,c-
tice wade at our cavalry by mistake, and again on the eveuing of
l?epember 30, during = little affair with the enemy everything was
s,:fttlsfactory; 1 have no means of determining accurately the number
?Bb:gm:ltlls ﬁrltlad from my battery, as my boxes were frequently replen
thgdgl,m. ough I think I would be within bounds in saying 70 rounds to

My loss in matériel was 1 caissov ; the nnmber of Lorses ki
disabled, 15, My loss in men was sévere; 34 meu in n?ysgc‘;tukp!;lgg bag;(:
iI:Jhe marks of the enemy’s missiles npon their persons. Of this number

owever, 17 only were unfitted for duty; the remainder continued at
their posts. One of the 17 is missing, and supposed dead : seen to fall
while advancing to position on the eveuing of .January 2. rNone killed
on the fleld, though 5 are thought to be mortally wounded.

Very respectfully, )
FE(I;IX H. ROBERTSON,
Capt. J. R. [B.) BugrwaLs, aptain, Commanding Baittery.
Chief of Artillery, Witherg Division,

No. 221,

Report of Brig. Gen. J. Patton Anderson, 0. §. Army, commanding Wal-
thall’s brigade.

HDQRS. WALTHALL'S BRIGADE, WITHERS' DIVISION
PoLK'S CoRPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE
Masom: Op th Shelbyrille, Tenn., January 26, 18&3.
: On the evening of December 27, I received an

corps headquarters to turn over the command of the briwad%rigzgzgg
assigned to me to Colonel Maniganlt, my next in rank and to assume
command of Walthall's brigade, that officer heivg absent on sick leave
The several brigades of Withers’ division had been previously ordered
to have three days’ cooked rations iu their haversacks, and to hold
themselves‘m readiness for action at a moment’s notice. ’

About midnight of the 27th and 28th, orders were received to move
out at an early hour on the morning of the 28th, 80 as to have 3 line of
Il:a..ttle formed by 9 a. m. At daylight, bowever, corps, division, and

rigade commanders were to assemble at a point designated on the
Nashville pike, for the purpose of reconnoitering the ground on which
the lire was to be formed. On assembling at the rendezvons, the fog
proved to be so thlc_k as to prevent, in a great measure, a thémughl
satisfactory reconnaissance. The line, however, was detérmined upony
and the major-general commanding the division designated the positions’
-3{‘ the several brigades. They were immediately marched out from their
qiTnca-mpmeu.ts, and drawp up in line of battle at right angles with the
Nashville pike, and about 1,000 vards in front of the peoint where the
pike crosses Stone’s River, Brigadier-General Chalmers’ rioht resting
;lpon the pike very near the point where the railroad intersects it and
his left reaching 1p a slope in an open field, and resting about the ,crest

Crar. XXXTL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 763

of the hill, with an interval on the top of the hill of about 80 yards be
tween General Chalmers’ left and my right. My line was a prolongation
of bis, stretehing some 300 yards into a dense cedar forest. Colonel
Maniganlt was on my leit; his line was deflected to the rear at an angle
of about 45°. My command was posted from right to left as {ollows:
Barret’s battery (four guas) on the erest of the hill, in open field; the
Tweuty-seventh Mississippt, Col. T. M. Jones commanding; Twenty-
pinth Mississippi, Colonel [W.T.] Brantly; Thirtieth Mississippi, Lieut.
Col. Junius I. Scales; Twenty-fourth Mississippi, Lientenant-Colonel
[R. P.] McKelvaine, and the Forty-fifth Alabama, Col. James [G.] Gil-
christ. The troops remained under arms during the afternoon and night
of the 28th,

On the 29th, rifle-pits were constructed along the line of the Twenty-
seventh Mississippi, which was in the open field. Captain [Overton Wd
Barret also threw up slight earthworks to protect his canuoneers an
horses against the enewmy’s sharpshooters. The other regiments, all of
which were in the cedar forest, erected temporary breastworks of stone,
great quantities of which covered the ground about them. A line of
skirmishers Liad already been thrown out from 200 to 300 yards in {ront,
connecting on the right with those of General Chalmers, and on the left
with Cotonel Mauiganlt’s. Some skirmishing took place during the day,
and a few casualties were the result.

Ou the 30th, the skirmishers were wore hotly engaged, killed aur
wounded on this day amounting to 35. At 9 p. m. the order for attack
the next morning was received. Regimental comwnanders were imme-
diately assembled, and the order communicated to them.

Ou the worning of the 3lst, soon after daylight, a few shots ou our
extreme left, quickly followed by tbe thick roll of musketry and then
by booming artillery, annouuced that the action had commeuced. In
pursuiug the 1wstructions contained in the order, it was necessary that
the extreme left of our line should advance some distance, swinging
around upon the right, before my command should move beyond the
breastworks. The direction of Colonel Manigault’s line on niy left, as
heretofore explained, made it necessary for his left to describe an arc
equal to the eighth of a circle, the length of his line being the radius,
before reaching the point where it would be on a prolongation of my
line. The enemy’s right was being steadily driven back.

About 9 a. m. Colonel Manigault came to me and informed me that
he intended to charge a battery in his front; wished me to send two
regiments to his support. I consented to do so, and iinmediately or-
dered the Forty-fifth Alabama and Twenty-fourth Misaissippi forward
to perform that duty. They became hotly engaged soon after leaving
their breastworks, the enemy being in heavy force and strongly posted,
backed by many pieces of artillery, so planted as to enfilade a portion
of our line. In addition to this enfilading fire, Colonel Manigault was
exposed to a cross-fire from a battery in front of his left. In the un-
equal contest our line halted, staggered, and fell back in some confusion,
but were easily rallied, reformed, and moved to the front. The Thir-
tieth, Twenty-ninth, aud Twenty-seventh Mississippi were now succes-
sively ordered forward, with instructions to swing round upon and pre-
serve the toueh of elbow to the right. Captain Barret, commanding the
batters, was directed to hold his fire, not to respond to the long-range
guns of the enemy, and only to use his pieces when a favorable oppor-
tunity of playing upon the masses or lines of the enemy was presented.
Immediately in tront and in short range of these regiments the enemy
bad two batteries advantageonsly posted, so as to sweep an open field



