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proceeded to Brentwood, and from thence on the Wilson pi f
where we drove in the enemy’s pickets. Two miles farther “?; lig’m??.f i

a cross-road leading to Nolensville, on which the énemy were encampeq

vent the enemy from Nolensville, which was 5 miles dista t ishi
then_] selves in our rear. I then proceeded 2 miles farthernw’ii?l?ti?lll)elalt?g?
Dlacing the Fifteenth Regiment Wisconsin Infantry and one sectio Eé
f_he battery on the right, and _commanding a road com ing from F

fm, and_the Twenty:segond Regiment Indiang Infantry, the Sevent -
ourth Regiment Iilinois Infanfr , and one section of the battery 1y .
front. Ouradvance was attended with considerable skirmishing, 'l‘v;r::)I

without any mishap whatever.
I beg leave to observe in this report that foraging in such a coun

some portion of it, especially while threatening it in th
did linlllch of the way in to-day, unless the escogz"t were v:r;'eiaﬁ,-gaés. they
ave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
+ BIDNEY POST,

Lieut. T. W, MoRE1sox, Colonel, Commanding Brigade,
Aotg. Asst, Adjt. Gen., First Division, Right Wing.

——————

No. 2.
Roport of Brig. Gen. John A. i
of Brig. Gen. Jokn A Wffft‘m’,o‘ 8. Army, oommanding cavalry

HEADQUARTERS WHARTONS CAvarery B
: RIGADE,
CavEaaL. e Nol;ne;muc, onn., Decomber 25, 1862—9,30 p. m.
» YWe nave been fighting theenemy from sun is i
The fgli'a,ge now lies to the left of this pike, in l{etween thirg s‘:n!tln%éit}la{fai
szt;t%)l; e.f To-day the enemy came ont in large force and a heavy sup-
%]he piﬁke(z:eev}e zlggﬁa& ga.valry cou{ltilh be uwsed without disturbing
8, enemy. € country is very hilly an
gzge;'ﬁd with cedar brakes, which renders it toisa.llgZ unfit t{)r éaZa?ryd
Ei]iod f;} n;fm;try here has orders to rigk nothing. 1 had 3men wounded;
I'oraée. nd wounded 14 of the enemy. They thus paid for their

I cannot get the five comparnes to complete Bmith’s and Murray’s reg-
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iments, thongh they have long been promised me. The service that |
am required to perform here is too much for my force, and it will soon
be nnfit for service. Uther cavalry commanders are drilling daily, and
I assure you that every day for the past ten days I have engaged the
epemy. My force in camp has to be moved forward every day to sus-
tain the pickets, and never return until dark, so, whether on picket or off,
they have no rest, _

I ordered Golonel Smith to leave a portion of his command at Frank-
lin, and to move last night on a scout on the Hillsborough pike. The
result of the expedition is not yet known.

1 take great pride in this brigade, and do not intend that it shall be
used up without advising you of it. I intend to write to General
Wheeler, and ask him to come over and see for himself the amount of
labor I have to perform. The enemy were followed beyond our lines,
and our pickets are at their usual stands. The enemy will be out early
in the morniug, and to-morrow will be, as nsual, a day for us to fight
and not to rest. I have nothing new as to the several movements of the
enemy.
Most respectfully, general, your obedient servant,

JRO. A. WHARTON,
Brigadier-General.
Lieutenant-General LEONIDAS POLE,
Commanding, do.

DECEMBER 25, 1862.—Skirmish at Prim’s blacksmith shop, Edmondson
pike, Tenn.

Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood, U. 8. Army,*

{HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIvIStoN, LEFT Wine, |
December 25, 1862,

The brigade (Colonel Harker’s) which went out this morning for forage
is coming in. Colonel Harker reports having filled his wagons with
corn, but had tofight forit. He was attzcked in front und on the ttanks,
and lost i man killed ontright and 2 wounded ; one seriously, the other
slightly. The casualties all occurred in the Fifty-first Indiana Volan-
teers. Colonel Harker estimates the enemy at 600, and says he was at-
tacked by mounted men and meu on foot, but does not know whether
the latter were infantry or dismounted troopers. If weshould move to-
worrow, | beg to be distinetly informed what amount of haggage it is
expected we will take.  Ef allis not taken, whieb, I presume, will hasdly
be done, what arrangements will be made with the remainder? Will it
be ordered to follow, or sent to Nashville? Please be explicit, as it
will save much embarrassment. Further, is it expected any forage will
be taken? Tunderstand the forage is exhausted on the Murfreeshorough
road to La Vergne; and if it were there to forage for, scattering our
troops so, where the enemy are, would be hkazardous. On the other
hand, to haul the bulky forage provided from the country will make an
immense train. I beg you will furnish the necessary information at

your earliest convenience,
TH. J. WOOD,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

~ *Boe also Wharton's report, p. 164.




660 KY,, MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND §W. VA, [Cmr. XXX

SECOND DIVISION,
Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. L. E. PoLE.

1st Arkansas, Col. John W. Colquitt.
13th Arkansas.
16th Arkansas,

§th Confederate, Col. J. A. Bmith,

2 Tennessee, Col. W. D. Robison,

5th Tennessee, Col. B. J. Hill. :
Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Liout. T. J. Key.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 87. JoEN R. LIDDELL.

24 Arkansas, Col. D. C. Qovan.
§th Arkansas, Liau:.. go}.}.}glu} t.f Murray.
ol. 8, G Smith.
g& fm‘ Lient. Col, ¥. J. Camoron,
T h{ Maj. W. F. Douglass.
8th Arkansas:

Col. John H. Kelly.
Lieut. Col. Q. F. Baucum.
Bwett's (Misaissippi) battery, Lieut. H.
Shannon.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busarop R. JouNsoN.

17th Tennessce :

Col. A. 8, Marks.

Lient. Col. W. W. Floyd.
23d Tennessee, Lient. Col. R. H. Keeble
25th Ternesses :

Col. J. M. Hughs.

Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis.

Maj. J. T. MoReynolds,
Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennessee, Col, John 8. Falion.
Jogemn (Mise.) Artillery, Capt. Put.
en.

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. Woop.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
33d Alabama, Col. 8amuel Adamas,
3d Confederate, Maj. J. F, Cameron,
45th Misgissippi, Lient. Col. R. Charlton.
15th Misaiuipxi Battalion Bharpshooters,
Capt. A. T. Hawkins.
Alabame Battery, Capt. Henry C. 8emple.

McCownN’a Division.®
Maj. GQen. J. P. McCown.

Firsl Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. EcToR.

10th Texaa Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke.
11th Toxas Cavalry:

Col. J, C. Burks.

Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounda.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp.
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Andrews.
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Jamzs E. RaINs.
Col. B. B. Varce.

3d Georgia Battalion, Lieut, Col. M. A,
Stovall. :

9th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Joseph T.
8mith

25th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vance.
11th Tennessos :
Col. G. W, Gordon.
Lient. Col. William Thedford.
Eufaula (Ala.) Light Artillery, Liout. W.
A McDuffle.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. EVANDER McNaIr.
Harrr

Col. B. W.

B.

1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles:{

Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramesar.

2d Arkaneas Monnted Ritles,} Lieut. Col. J. A. Willismson,
4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn.

30th Arkansas:
Maj. J. J. Franklin.
Capt. W. A. Cotter.

4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj. J. A. Rosa.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T, Humphreys.

* Of Smith’a corp? serving with Hardes.

t The regiments o
{ Berving as infantry,

thia brigade serving aa infantry.
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CAVALRY.”

Brig. Gen. JOsEPH WHEELER.

F¥ heslov's Brigads.
Brig, Gen. JoskPH WHEELER.

lat Alabama, Col, W. W. Allen.
34 Alabama:
Maj. P, Y. Gaines.
Capt. T. H. Mauldin.
Glst Alabama:
Col. John T. Morgsn.
Lieut. Col. J. D. Webb.
8th Confederats, Col. W. B. Wade.
1st Teuunessee, Col. James E. Carter.
— Tennessee Battalion, DeWiit C.
Douglasa,
- Tennesses Battalion, Maj. D. W.
0

Holinan.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. H. Wiggina.
Buford's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. A. Bu¥oRD,
3d@ EKentucky, Col. J. R. Butler.
oth Kentueky, Col. D. H. Smith.
tth Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigsby.
Pegram’s Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JoAR PEGRAM.

e}, Georgia.
18t Louigiana.

W harton’s B-igade,
Brig. Gen. JoEN A. WHARTON.

14th Alabama Battalion,Lieat. Col. James
C. Malone.

18t Coufederate, Col. John T. Cox.

34 Coufederats, Lieut. Col, William N.
Estes.

20 Georgia:
Lieut, Col. J. E. Dunlop.
Maj. F. M. Ison.

3d Georgia {detachment), Maj. R
Thompson.

24 Tennessee, Col. H. M. Ashby.

4th Tennesses, Col. Baxter Bmith.

— Tennossee Baltalion, Maj. John R.

Davis.
Bth Texas, Col. Thomas Harrison.
Hlliim (Tennessee ) regiment, Maj. W. 8.
.

Escort company, Capt. Paul F. Anderson,
McCown's escort company, Capt, L. T.
Whitee (T
ite’s (Teonnesgee) bat Capt. B. F.
White, jr. by Cap

ARTILLERY.}

Baxter's g{l‘ennessee) battery.

Byrne'a (

entucky) battery.

Gibson's (Georgia) battery.

No. 190.

Reports of General Brazion Bragg, (. 8. Army, commanding Army of
Tennessee, with congratulatory orders, do.

MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN., December 30, 1862,
{Received at Richmond, Va., January 1, 1863.)

Artillery firing at intervals and heavy skirmishing of light troops
all day. Enemy very cautious, and declining a geueral engagement.
Armies are in line of battle within gight.

General 8. CooPzR.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

* Forrest’s and Morgan’s commandas on detached service

t Probably incomplete.

{ Byrne's battery mentioned in Breckenridgs's report. The others do not & pear to
have been engaged in the campaign. Baxter’s battery reported as at Sheﬂ)yville,
an

December 31,
be fitted for the field,

Gibson's was ordered, December 1, 1862, to Chattanooga, Tenn., t¢
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Geueral Breckinridge's division, and was engaged in the action that day.
Total loss, 3 men wounded, 4 horses killed, and several more wounded.
The stock was very mnch exhausted, not having been uuharnesscd in
8ix days.

The officers and men all bore themselves well and with coolness
Sergt. A. A. Blake especially displayed much gallantry,

Respectfally snbmitted.

J. H. WIGGINS,

COaptain.
Colonel [W. B.}] WADE. aplai
No. 305,
Keport of Brig. Gen, John A. Wharton, C. 8. Army, commanding Cavalry
Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS WHARTON'S CAVALRY BERI1GADE,
Shelbyville Pike, Tenn., January 22, 1863,

Mayor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper-
auions of the brigade acting under my orders during the battles before
Murfreeshorough, commencing December 31, 1862, and ending Sator-
day, January 3, 1863 :

The brigade was composed of the following commands.t * * »

I received my orders from Lieut. Gen. W. J, Hardee in person. They
were as follows: I was informed that at daylight on the morning of the
31st [ultimo] our left wing would attack the enemy’s right. Being drawn
up on the extreme left, I was ordered to reach the enemy’s rear as soon
a8 possgible, and to do them all the damage I could, My command was
formed before daylight. I had divided my brigade into three commands
in order that it might be better wielded : Texas Rangers, Third Qonfed-
erate, and Second Georgia, under Colonel Harrison ; the First Confed-
erate, Davis Battalion, Malone’s battalion, and Murray’s regiment, under
Colonel Cox, and the remainder of the command acting a8 a saupport to
the battery and as a reserve. I moved the command promptly at day-
light. 8o vigorous was the attack of our left upou the encmy’s right,
proceeding first at a trot and then at a gallop, I had to travel a distance
of 23 miles before I reached tle enemy’s rear. I succeeded in getting
into position near the Wilkinson pike, with the enemy in my front ;
caused Oolonel Cox to form his command for a charge; directed Cap-
tain White to open on the enemy with his battery. After a brisk fire
from the artillery, I ordered Colonel Cox to charge, which he did in gal-
lant style, as evidenced by his capturing the Seventy-fifth Regiment
{ilinois Infantry.

| About this time Oaptain [8. P.] Christian [Company K, Eighth Texas
Cavalry], with four companies of Texas Rangers, charged a four-gun
battery and eaptured it, including horses, drivers, barness, and every-
thing pertaining to it.

Up to this time we bad taken about 1,600 prisoners, which, with the
artillery and one piece found without horses about a mile in the enemy’s
rear, were sent to the proper officer in Murfreesborough.

The enemy’s imwense wagon traius, guarded by a heavy foree of cav-
alry, eould be seen moving near and in the rear of the enemy in the di-
rection of the Nashville pike. I determined to move across the country,
give the cavalry battle, and to attempt to cupture the train. Our infantry

t 8ee Organization of tho Arniy of Tennesses, No. 189, p. 661.
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by this time bad succeeded in driving the enemy across the Wilkinaon
pike. In reaching a point about three-quarters of a mile distant from
the Nashville pike, I discovered the wagon train of the enemy, together
with some artillery, moving along the pike. A heavy body of cavalry
was drawn up near and parallel to the pike, facing me, and a consider-
able body was drawn ap nearer me to give battle. The battery was
placed in position. Ashby’s regiment and L. T. Hardy’s company
formed in front of the enemy. Harrison’s command formed on his right
flank. The battery opened with considerable effect. It was ordered to
cease firing and Ashby and Hardy ordered tocharge, which they promptly
did. They were met by a counter-charge of the enemy, supposed to be
the Fourth Regulars, with drawn sabers. At the same time Harrison’s
command was ordered to charge, which they did in the most gallant and
handsome manner. The Rangers, in advance, met the enemy, and com-
pletely routed them, relieving Ashby’s command, which was hard pressed.
Availing myself of the confusion caused by the rout of the enemy’s ad-
vanced cavalry, the entire brigade was ordered to charge the enemy’s
whole cavalry force, drawn up in line half a mile in rear of their mair
line of battle, protecting their wagon train. The order was responded
to in the most chivalrons manner, and 2,000 horsemen were hurled on
the foe. The ground was exceedingly favorable for cavalry operations
ang after a short hand-to-hand confliet, in which the revolver was ased
with deadly effect, the enemy fled from the field in the wildest confusion
and dismay, and were pursued to Overall’s Creek, a distance of 2 miles.
After they had crossed Overall’s Creek, the enemy reformed out of range
of our guns.

The wagon train—consisting of several hundred wagons—many pieces
of artillery, and about 1,000 infantry, who were either guarding the
wagons or were fugitives from the ﬁeid, ware ours. The trains were
tarned round, and started back on the pike toward Murfreesborough.,

I had proceeded but a short distance in the charge when I was in-
formed that a heavy cavalry force immediately in my rear was about to
charge my battery, which, being unable to keep np with the cavalry in
a charge, was some distance behind. Kuowing that it wonld be impos-
sible to withdraw my men irom the pursuit, and having no disposition to
do 8o, I immediately returned in person with two of my staff—Lienten-
ants[D. 8.] Terry, jr., and [G. W.] McNeal—and found the battery with no
support save Colonel Smith and 20 of his men, the balance, with too much
zeal, having engaged in the pursuit of the fleeing enemy. My arrival
was most opportune, About 300 of the enemy’s cavalry, not over 400
yards distant, were bearing down upon the battery with a speed that

‘evinced a determination to take it at all bazards. A few men, with Colo-

nel Smith, were prompily formed, and the battery unlimbered and or-
dered to fire upon the approaching enemy. Severalshells were exploded
in their ranks and they retired in confusion. The command (hat had
captured the wagons, thinking that they had driven the entire force of
the enemy’s cavalry across Overall’s Creek, and apprehending danger
alone from that quarter, were prepared to meet it only from that direc-
tion. Besides, many were scattered along the entire length of the
wagon train, directing its movements and guarding the uumerons pris-
oners taken. In this condition they were attacked by the same party
of cavalry from the direction of Murfreesborough that I had repulsed
with the artillery, the enemy’s cavalry that we had driven across Over-
all’s Oreek being in condition likewise to attack them in the rear. Owing
to this and to my heing detained to defend the battery, we were able
only to bring off a portion of the wagons, 5 or 6 pieces of artillery, about
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400 prisoners, 327 Dbeef cattle, and a goodly number of mules cut from
thtIa Wagons.

n this engagement the enemy suffered scverely, losin many offi
and men, both killed and captured. Among the %&mer %vas Col. M?:;g
Milliken, who was Lilled by Private Johu Bowers, of Company K, Texas
Raugers, in single combat.

My loss was about 150 killed, wounded, and missing,

Oaptain F!R J. O.] Gailbreath, of Murray’s regiment ; Lieatenant

Y;lrgaa E Il'};g, Cﬁmpany @, '.I,‘exa.g’ Rangers, and Lieatenant [W. H)]

» Cor ¥ D, same regiment, were wounded and left upon th
g[e;(}ms iﬁt&l& N.D. Rbgthroctla{ﬁf %‘Vlgi'kfi Confederate Regiment, wa.lsx;rilled?

ing T-gen i

di%i (g stanting 111)&.:. general, er, was also wonnded, and has since
. ToOapt. Paul [F.] Anderson and his gallant company (my escort
indebted for the eapture and safe delivery of 327 iI))eegefs ar;rnd the gﬁ
accompanying them,

Having placed the booty within our lines, I again returned to the
rear of the enemy and to the vicinity of the Nashville pike, and continued
to engage the enemy until the middle of the afternoon, At dusk I
stationed the command upon the left of cur infantry and picketed for
;t;‘s (ﬁ;{;t::}tiﬂ& Altl soldiers é}[llat;le command who were armed with shot

ndifferent guns ex: I
ch%;cter. g ged them for those of 2 more approved

Vhen it is borne in mind that the operations of this brigade W
entirely in rear of the enemy, and not a wile from his line %};dbatlgg?
when it is likewise borne in mind that it successfolly engaged all arms
of the service—infantry, artillery, and cavalry—and captured aud sent
to the rear more prisoners than the command numbered, I think it will
be cheerfully conceded that they performed meritorious and inportant
services and are entitled to the commendation due from the command-
m% gf‘ai‘xltlara.l (;;o gallant soldiers.

h 2horsday morning, the enemy being reputed to be in fall retreat,
[ was directed by the commanding genergl to attack themn at any poiué
deemed practicable on the Nashville and Murfreesborongh pike. I
moved my cowmand, in connection with Generals Wheeler and Buford
around to La Vergne, reaching that place about 4 p. m. A large train

of wagons and some artillery were seen moving along the pike with a
strong escort of cavalry in the direction of Nashville. General Whesler
moved acrossthe country and attacked the train a mile below La Vergne,
I attacked the enemy in front, in La Vergne, having dismounted a por-
tion of my command. We captured about 100 wagons, 150 prisoners
300 mules, and 1 piece of artillery. Ten of the wagons, the piece of
artillery, and the mules were brought away and delivered to the proper
officer. The remaining wagons, with the quartermaster’s commissary.
aad ordnance stores contuained in thent, were burned. A regiment ot"
infantry ‘under Col. - Dennis was stationed in a cedar brake and
fortifications near this point. 1 caused the battery under Lieutonant
%Art.hur] Pus {jr.], who acted with great gallantry, to open on it. The

re at a range of not more than 400 yards was kept up for more than
an hour, and must have resulted in great damage to the enemy, 1
causel‘l the enemy to be charged on three sides at the same timo by Colo-
nels Cox and Smith and Lieutenant-Colonel |James C.] Malone, and the
charge wad repeated four times, but the enemy was 5o stron gl} posted
thzét it wz]us (t;ound 11(;1pé)ssible to dislodge him.

olonels Oox and Smith and Lieutenant-Colouel Malone and i

commands behaved with the ntmost, gallantry. To Capt. Fergns Kyf(l:,e:)?
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the Texas Rangers, I am indebted for the capture and safe delivery of
many of the mules taken. Major Bledsoe, of Murray’s regiment, was
prompt and efficient in burning the wagons which could not be re.
wmoved. Lient. G. W. McNeal, of my staff, and Private Copeland, of
Third Confederate Regiment, burned several wagous under very heavy
fire from the enemy. The wagons were riddled with bullefs during the
firing.

N i%ht coming on, I atarted for Murfreesborough, which place I reached
at 1 a. m. next morning, after a march of 40 miles and four hours’ fight-
ing. My loss in Murray’s, Smith’s, and Cox’s regiments and Malone’s
battalion in officers and men was very considerable. The command
encamped the remainder of the night on the left of our line of battle,

Upon Friday I was ordered by General Bragg to the right. When
Breckinridge’s division attacked the enemy’s left on Friday afternoon,
having reeeived no intimation that such an attack was contemplated, I
accompanied Pegram’s battery to the front and right with Companies
D and K, of the Texas Rangers, and my escort company. Capt. Panl

F.] Anderson not being able to induce General Pegran to open with his

ttery (he being fearful of firing into onr own troops), I took charge of
the battery, placing it upor a commanding hill, and opened fire upon a
heavy column of the enemy advancing from their extreme left to turn
Breckinridge’s right. The fire was so effective (the range not being
over 500 yards) as to shoot down their standard and throw them into
confusion. The fire was continued until my horse was shot. I was
thrown in his struggles, and when I sueceeded in getting another horse
the battery had been run off without any occasion whatever. Shortly
after this, Breckivridge’s division gave way. I sent an order back for
my command to dismount and to advance to cover our retreating forces.
I rode across the field and joined General Preston, whom 1 found at the
head of the remnantsof his brigade, going to where my men were formed
on foot. The command remained in saddle all night in rear and as the
support of a battery on our extreme right.

During Saturday nothing of importance occurred, the command being
geld upon the extreme right to prevent the enemy from turning that

ank.

In obedience to orders from Lieutenant-Geuneral Polk, L moved the
command before daylight Sunday morning into Murfreesborough. I
left three regiments to burn a bridgse, and fell back slowly before the
enemy, and sent the remainder 6 miles on the Shelbyville pike to feed,
since which time I have been at this point picketing and protecting the
front of our army.

It is considered proper to state that on Monday, the 29th, we were en-
gaged the entire day between the Franklin «irt road and the Wilkinson
pike with a large force of the enemy’s cavalry, and that the Texas Ran-
gers acted with even mere thun their uzual gallaurry in a dashing charge,
saving one regimeut of the brignde from a complete rout by the enemy’s
torces. '

I take pleasure in reporting the conduet of the entire command in
the different engagements as characterized by intrepidity and a deter-
mination to conquer at all hazards. The Rangers, being armed with
revolvers, are better prepared to meet the enemy’s cavalry than other
regiments in the brigade. The battle of Wednesday was fought at great
disadvantage on our part, the enemy’s cavalry being much more offi-
ciently armed and equipped. The proper weapon for ¢cavalry has proven
to be the revolver. :

It affords me great pleasure to commend in the highest terms both
officers and soldiers. Colonels Cox, Harrison, and Smith, Lieatenant-
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Colonels Malone and Estes, Captaius [G.] Cook and [S. P. Christi
of Texas Rangers, and Captain [L. T5 ardy, of Gtgueral] McCgE\lfil’lé
escort, bebaved with the utmost gallaniry and judgment. Maj. F, M.
Ison commanded the Second Georgia during Wednesday’s fight. The
members of my staff were prompt and efficient, and reckless of danger.

The loss of the brigade was 108 killed and wounded, and 107 eaptured ;
150 horses killed. A detailed accouut of the casualties has been sent
to ((}}eneml Bragg.

aptain [B. F.] White, jr., of my battery, whose gallantry apon thi
and every other field was most, conSpicuoy;s, was tag:eu s?zioﬁantl;hilﬂ
upon Wednesday night as to render it entirely impossgible for him to
be removed upon our evacuation of Murfreesborongh.

Colonel Ashby was ordered to repors early Thursday morning to Gen-
eral Pegram with his regiment, and was not in my brigade afterward.
The entire strength of the brigade was about 2,000,

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant,
B de(} A. WHARTON,
ior-

Maj. T. B. Ro, rig General of Cavalry.

Assistant Adjutani-General.

Xo. 306.

Beport of Brig. Gen. Abraham Buford, 0. 8, Army, o ndi
Brigade, inoluding skirmishes Decomber 31-Janudry 3. Cavalry

HEADQUARTERS BUFORD'S CAVALRY BRIGADE,
G . Camp near Beech Grove, Tenn., January 11, 18643,
{ENERAL: Ilave the honor herewith to forward i
during the battle of Murfreesborough, {Tenn.] foport of my brigade

My brigade, composed of Colonel Smith’s régiment, assigned for duty
with Colonel Grigsby, numbering 220 effective men, Oolonel Grigsby’s
regiment, 230_, and Colonel Butler, 180 men, in all 631 effective men. in
accordance with orders from the general commanding, moved to Rover
18 miles southwest of Murfreesborough, on the Shelbyville and Nash!
ville pike, where I remained until Wednesday, 31st [ultime].

Hav’mg received an order from General Bragg to move upon the
enemy’s flank and be ready for a vigorous parsuit, delivered at 12 m.
Tuesday night (30th), I moved at daylight Wednesday morning (31st)
and reached the battle-field at 12 m., taking position on the extrame left,
I there joined General Wheeler, and, in concert with him, moved rapidly
along the enemy’s flank, 10y brigade being in advanece, until we encount-
ered a force of the enemy, consisting of artillery, cavalry, and infantry.
eacorting a large wagon train, the enemy occupying quite a strong posi:
tion on & hill near Miller’'s. I immediately disposed my command for
an _a.ttac’k, threw forward Captain [T. H.] Shanks’ company, of Colonel
Grigsby’s regiment, as skirmishers, and formed the brigade in line of
battle, Qolonel Butler on the right, threatening the enemy’s flank, and
Colonel Grigsby on the left, in front of the enemy’s lines. The attack
g:i':s] g}fl;:d by Oué skllrmisheg(sl, the enemy replying with artillery. After

w rounds, I receiv i
dl‘?:tllllxy bll;igade. s an order from General Wheeler to with-
. is skirmish I lost 1 man (private of Colonel Butler's regi
killed and 3 wounded ; 2 horses( killed and 2 disabled. V‘?e 25;:?:;13
some 30 prisoners, who were paroled on the feld.

Omar. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. /1

Having withdrawn my force in good order, and acting in conjunction
with General Wheeler, [ moved back on the right toward and on the
Wilkinsou pike, on the left bank of Overalls Creek, near Mrs. Wash-
ington’s. Here we found the enemy pested on the right bank of the
creek, under cover of the woods. (teneral Wheeler, on the right bank,
attacked them, and I immediately drew ap Colonel Grigsby’s regiment
{(holding Uolonel Butler’s in reserve) on the right flank of the enemy,
crossed the creek, charged the enemy, and drove him back with severe
loss upon the lines of his heavy infantry.

My loss was here 2 commissioned officers (Major Chenoweth and Capt.
William Cawmpbell) and 6 privates wounded. We captured some 10 or
15 prisoners, who were paroled on the field.

Night coming on, my brigade was withdrawn from the field, receiving
orders to move the next day (Thursday), in conjunction with Generals
‘Wheeler and Wharton, to the rear of the enemy. Uniting my brigade
with theirs, I marched to La Vergne, co-operating with them in capturing
and destroying a large number of wagons laden with commissary and
guartermaster’s stores, taking & large number of prisoners, Ninety-five
of the Twenty-second Indiana lnfantry came out and voluntarily sar-
rendered to Lieut. D. E. Myers, who was alone a short distance in front
of his command.

I returned the next morning (Friday) to my original position on the
left of our line of battle, near Mra. Wasghington’s, and remained there
during the day, with no material results. At 9 p. m. [ was ordered
again to co-operate with General Wheeler in rear of the enemy, and

‘moved at once. We enconntered the enemy near Cox’s Hill, about 8

wiles from Nashville, on the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike. My
brigade beiug in the rear, found on arriving that General Wheeler had
already engaged the enemy, who was drawn up along the pike, kis cav-
alry opposite the right wing of my brigade, which I had moved into a
corn-field adjoiniug the pike. Receiving an order from General Wheeler
to move back to the woodland skirting the field, I did so, to support the
attack in which he was engaged. I drew up the brigade, dismounted
them to act as skirmishers, preparatory to an attack on the enemy’s left.
Before engaging, I was ordered by General Wheeler to withdraw my
command, as he had been ordered to return immediately to Murfrees-
borough,

I returned that {Saturday) night to my original pezition on the left of
our line of battle, near Mrs. Washington’s, and remained there until sun-
rise Sunday morning, when a dispatch from General Wheeler informed
me that the army had commenced a retreat. I fell back to Murfrees-
borough, and retired on the Shelbyville pike in rear of the army.

1 take pleaserein calling the attention of the comwanding general to
the good conduet snd military bearing of most of the officers and men
of my eommand, and particularly the gallant conduct of Maj. J. Q. Cheno-
wetl, of Colonel Butler’s regiment, who was on duty as 3 member of my
staff, and Capt. G. M. Tilford and Lieut, D. E. Myers, of Colonel Smith’a
regiment, who were on duty with Col. J. Warren Grigsby’s regiment
during the engagement of Wednesday evening.

My thauks are dae to the officers acting on my staff for the efficient
aid rondered me during the engagement.

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servaut,
A. BUFORD,
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army.

GENERAL COMMANDING ARMY,
(Through George William Brent, Assistant Adjutant-General.)




