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No. 3,

Eeport of General Braxzton Bragy, O. 5. Army, commanding Army of
Iennessee,

ENOXVILLE, TENN., November 9, 1862.
We had a brisk skirmish with the encmy near Nashville on the 5th,
killing and woundiug abont100. Qur loss veryslight.  Destroyed a large
uumber of cars, engines, water-tanks,and bridges on Nashville and Lonis.
ville road. Brigadier-General Forrest was in command. Enemy is re-
enforcing. Our forces are moving up. I leave to-morrow for the front.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

General 8. CooPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

No. 4.
Report of Brig, Qen. Nathan B. Forrest, C. 8. Army, commanding cavalry,

BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS,
La Vergne, Tenn., November 6, 1862,

GENERAL: Agreeably to orders recgived, I moved my commands on the
night of the 4th instant in the direction of Nashville, distributing them
as follows: Col. John T. Morgaw's regiment [Fifty-first Alabamal, of
Pa,rtlsa,l; Rangers, and Capt. W. C. Bacot’s battalion, Forrest's regiment,
to the right of the Murfreeshoroughi pike, with instructions to move for.
ward on the Lebanou, Stone’s River, and Chicken pikes, and to drive in
the Abolitionists’ pickets at daylight, which was done agreeably to orders
and in gallant style, killing and wounding several, with the loss of 1 man
killed and 2 horses wounded. Lientenant-Colonel [A. A.]Russell, Parti-
san Rangers, on Murfreeshborongh pike, followed by Colonels %J. B.% Pal-
wer's and [R, Wl\f Hanson'’s brigades, with fonr batteries of arti lery,
commanded by Major [B. B.] Graves, after proceedin g to Dogtown, 33
miles from Nashville, encountered the Abolitionists pickets, at which
place he (Colone} Russell) was ordered to dismonnt his commund, press
for\jva.rd, a.n_d drive in the pickets. He succeeded in driving them to
their firat, line of fortifications with considerable firing for 14 miles. I
here fomnd_ ther in some force behind a brush and log fortification
around a high hill on right of pike. Hero they made a stand, but after a
short resistance [1] drove them from their position and gained the hill, at
which place I planted my rifle battery of four pieces and opened fire on
Jones' Hill, 14 miles distant. At this time the firing was beard from
Colonel [John T.] Morgan, at Edgefield, About the same time Colonel
[James W.] Starnes opened fire on the N olensville pike, he having been
ordered, with Colonel [G. G.] Dibrell’s regiment, Major {D. C.] Douglass’
battalion, Captains [S. L.] Freeman’s and [Franklin] Roberts’ batteries,
to the left of Murfreesborongh pike, down the Nolensville, Mill Creek,
and Franklin pikes. The engagement now became general, Oaptains
Freeman’s and Roberts’ batteries having opened from Nolensville pike
& vigorous fire on Saint Clond’s Hill. The firing was kept up until 10
o’clock, when I withdrew my forces.

Our lpsgs i!l this action was 3 killed, 10 wounded, and 5 missing, Loss
of Abolitionists, 15 killed, 20 prisoners, and supposed 20 wounded, one
ghell from Nolensville pike killing 5 iu fortifications.

I then moved Colonels Starnes’ and Dibrells regiments and Captain

Caar, XXXII] AFFAIR NEAR PIKETON, KY. 7

Treeman’s and Roberts’ batteries out on the Franklin pike 5 miles. The
Abeclitionists were in ambush with fonr regiments of infantry, twelve
pleces of artillery, and a battalion of [William B.| Stokes’ cavalry, com-
manded by Brigadier-General [James 8.] Negley. They opened fire upon
us from their position. 1 placed Freemaw’s and Roberts’ batteries (four
pieces each)on left of Franklin mke, hetween the Nolensville and Frank-
lin pike, and returned their fire. After a spirited contest of an hour,
they gave way, fulling back down the Franklin pike toward Nashville.
At this time I ordered my cavalry to charge, which order was quickly
obeyed, their infantry and cavalry retreating down the pike toward
Nashville. From this position my guns commanded the pike and played
upon the Abolitionista with good effect, killing and wounding some 20
at one fire, which caused them fo break and flee in disorder. I followed
them up for a mile, when my artillery ammunition gave out and I with-
drew my forces.

My loss in this action was 1 killed and 3 wounded. Loss of Aboli-
tionists, 40 killed, 20 prisoners, and reported 60 wounded.

After this-engagement I moved back to La Vergne.

Great credit is due Captain Freeman, of Freeman’s battery, and Liea-
tenant [J. H.}] Wiggins, commanding Roberts’ battery, and their officers
and men, for their coolness and diseretion during this engagement. My
officers and men acted well during the day, obeying with promptness
each command.

All of which is :espectfully submitted.

N. B. FORREST,
Brigadier-General,
Lient. Col. J. A. BUCKNER,
Assistant Adjuiant-General,

NOVEMBER 5, 1862.—Affair near Piketon, Ky.

Eeports of Col. John Dils, jr., Thirty-ninth Kentucky Infantry, witk com-
gretulatory letter from Maj. Gen. H. Q. Wright.

HEADQUARTERS CAMP FINNELL,
November 10, 1862,

Sik: I took possession of this post on the 5th instant. The Confed-
erates were camped 8 miles below this place, at Coal Grove (force 500
or 600, cavalry and infantry), but got netice of my approach in the night.
when I was within 4 miles of them. The panic, I learn, was great.
My little force entered their camp not more than one hour after the train
left, but we pursued them, and in their canop and flight we captured
about 75 prisoners, 150 guns, 3 wagons, a lot of tents, horses, and males.
I pursued within 20 miles of the Pound Gap, but my men were marched
down, marching 30 miles the last day, and eating nothing but a little
beef at night. This post is 100 miles from Catlettsburg, on the Ohio
River, and the nearest force (Federal) is Ashland, 100 miles from here,
The nearest Confederate foree is 50 miles, Logan Court-House, Va. That
force is 1,500 or 2,000, under Floyd and Witcher. My force that is
armed, about 400. 1will do the best 1 can, but there ought to be more
force in this valley.

Your obedient servant,
JOHON DILS, JR.,
Colonel Thivty-ninth Kentucky Regiment.

General HoraTIO 3. WRIGHT.
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I am entirely satisfied with the couduct of every officer and man 1
had with me. This report is so hastily written that I fear it will be un-
intelligible,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant
yrospecty, ¥ ' E.N KIRK,

Commanding Fifth Brigade.

Capt J. E. STEARNS, o
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Division.

NOVEMBER 19, 1862.—Skirmish near Tompkinsville, Ky.

Report of Ool. James K. Howard, Alabama cavalry.

Camr KIRBY, November 20, 1862.

GENERAL: 1 have the honor to submit to you a report of a scout
made by me into Eentucky. o

On the 17th instant a portion of wy command took up their line of
march from camp near Sparta for the Kentucky line. Wheun about 756
miles over the Kentucky and Teunessee line, we encountered a large
foree of the enemy’s cavalry, gave them fight, and, after a brisk engage-
ment of about half an hour, with the assistance of Divine Providence,
we completely routed them, killing 27, and wounding a large number.
Qurloss, 4 men killed and 3 wounded. My command behaved ggllantly,
especially the officers, and too much praise cannot be given to my adju-
tant, Noah D. Rothrock, for his valuable assistance and gallantry on
the occasion. We followed up the enemy and had a shott hand-to-hand
engagement, and again cut them up badly, bringing out from them
pearly 5,000 head of hogs. While accomplishing this, the enemy rallied
twice, and on both oceasions we repulsed them, bringing the hogs safely
through, and turning them over to Major [John J.] Murphy, commissary
of subsistence.

Another portion of my command made a scout with a train of wagouns,
and succeeded in bringing them out safely, loaded with flour and bacon.
They encountered no regular forces, but were much annoyed by bush-
whackers. Nope of our men were hurt, but we gave them a Southern
lesson.

1 have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient

gervant
’ JAMES R. HOWARD,
Oolonel, Commanding Cavalry.

Lieut. Gen. E. KIRBY SMITH,
Commanding Department of East Tennessee.

NOVEMBER, 24, 1862.—Skirmish near Tompkinsville, Ky.
Report of Col. Joseph R. Scott, Nineteenth Illinois Infantry.

HpgRrs. 39TH BEIG., 121H D1v. (CENTER),
14TH CORPS D'ARMER,
Hartsville, Tenn., November 28, 1862.
Si1&: I respectfully report the arrival of my command at this point at
2 p. m. to-duy; also the arrival of my train from Cave City, via Gallatin,
with five days’ rations and ammunition.
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On the afternoon of the 24th instant the enemy made a slight demon-
stration npon Tempkinsville with cavalry and artillery. My pickets,
aided by cavalry, repulsed them, capturing one, a private of Hamilton’s
company, who reports the attacking party to have been a detachment
of Scott’s cavalry, 700 strong, with three mountain howitzers. They
came from Sparta, by way of Bennett’s Ferry, crossing the Cumberland
at Celina. Hamilton’s company has been enforcing the conseript law
and guarding stock between Celina and Gainsborough.

Being induced to believe that the enemy was crossing the Scottaville
road, preparatory to attacking me from that quarter in the morning, 1,
in obedience to marching orders, received the night previous, left Tomp-
kinsville by that road at 9 p. m. on the eveuing of the 24th instant. I
failed to meet the enemy; 100k the branch road to La Fayette, and from
thence to Hartsville. It is reported tbat the enemy occupied Tomp-
kinsville on my departure. 1 met with no interruption in my mareh until
within 3 miles of Hartsville, when I came upon & body of rebel cavalry,
of whom I took 2 prisoners. They report themselves as belonging to
Bennett’s cavalry, 200 of whom, under the command of Colonel Bennett
himself, left their camp at Stone’s River, 6 miles from Murfreesborough,
on a seout this side of the Cumberland yesterday evening, having rid-
den all night. They report Morgan and Duke encamped in similar posi-
tioms around Murfreesborougl, where there is also a large force of
infantry. The rebel cavalry fled, at my approach, in the direction of
Dickinson's Springs, 8 miles from here. Upon nearing the town, 1 met
a detachment of the Second Indiana Cavalry, attached to the troops at
this point, who reported the capture, by this party of rebels, of a forage
train and one company of cavalry. I immediately sent one regiment of
infantry after them, directing the cavalry to make a detour, in order to
intercept them on the road. The infantry has returned, and report the
cavalry as having missed the exemy, and gone forward in pursuit.

I received dispatches by eourier to-night, and will immediately follow
your instructions in regard to scouts. 1relieve the troops of the Second
Brigade, First Division, who march trom here to-morrow morning.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOS. R. SCOTT,
Colonel, Commanding Thirty-ninth Brigade.

Capt. D. BRADEN, Assistant Adjuiunt-General.

NOVEMBER 26-27, 1862.—Reconnaissance to La Vergne, Tenn., and skir-
mish,
REPORTS, ETC.
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Jeshua W. 8ill, U. 8. Army, commanding division.
No. 2.—Lieut, Col. Peter B. Housum, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.
No. 3.—Capt. Thomas E. Rose, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.
No. 4.—Congratulatory letter from General Braxten Bragg to Brig. Gen. Joseph
‘Wheeler, C. 8. Army, commanding cavalry.

No. 1.
Report of Brig. Gen. Joshua W. 8ill, U. 8. Army, commanding division.

HEADGUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
November 27, 1862,

GENERAL: Hearing some vague rumors yesterday concerning s heavy
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force of the enemy, reported to be at La Vergne, 1 dispaiched Col. E.
N. Kirk, Thirty-fourth 1ilinois, commanding Fifth Brigade, to make a
reconnaissance in that direction. His report is herewith inclosed.*
Quite a heavy firing was kept up on both sides. There was also heavy
firing on the Nolensville road, which oecurred during a reconnaissauce,
wade by a portion of Sheridan’s command. Being averse to unneces-
sary expenditure of amwmunition, and feeling sure that it might create
alatm in the city, I particularly enjoined on Colonel Kirk not to fire at,
all if he could avoid it. I think there was entirely too great a waste of
ammunition, The reconnaissance developed the presence of cavalry at
La Vergne, probably the same which has occupied that place for some
time under Wheeler. One of the prisoners states that on Stewart’s
Creek, some 5 miles beyond La Vergne, there has been an encampment
of infantry; what force he does not know; thinks a brigade. Another
prisoner states that, while the skirmish was going on, he saw a cavalry-
man of his company, who had just come from Stewart’s Creek, and re-
ported that their infantry was moving, and was within 2 miles of La
Vergne. This is all I know of the approach of the enemy rumored in
the city. The 3 prisoners will be sent you sarly in the morning. One
of the prisoners states that Wheeler commands six regiments, viz, the
First aud Third Alabama, Robertson’s battalion, Faulkner’s battalion,
Donglass’ battalion, Hagan’s battalion.

_In my letter of yesterday I referred to the great length of my picket
line. It requires the best part of a day to make the circuit. My lett is
picketed quite close to camp ; the front line extends to join Sheridan’s
line. Behind me, 1§ miles, I understand that Crittenden’s three divis.
lous are posted, on Mill Creek, with another picket line. The total
length of it does not, I Suppose, equal that of my single division. I re-
spectfully urge the location of this division to the right of the present
position, nearer to Sheridan’s ; unless it be expected that we should
meet the enemy on this read, when Iwould advise the selection of other
ground farther to the front. I am not sufficiently conversant with the
ground in front to venture an opinion as to where we eould go with
more advantage. It seems to me, however, that, in view of a certain
contingency, some change ought to be made.

Before closing, I desire to be acquainted with the constrnction which
I should place on that part of General Orders, No. 21, Headquarters
Fourteenth Corps, limiting the supply train of a division to 50 Wagons.
My quartermaster seems to think that the 50 wagons include the am-
munition train, Now, as my ammunition train numbers 35 wagons, 1
should bave 15 wagons left for supply train. Is there not a mistake on
his part?

In case a change of location is to be made, I would like to know it
early, 50 that the movement can be commencod by sunrise,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W, S8I.L,
Bricadier-Gieneral, Comm iwding.

Maj. Gen. A. MoD. McCook,

Commanding Right Wing,

* Not found.
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No. 2,

Eeport of Lieut. Qol. Peter B. Housum, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania
Infantry.

HDQRS. SEVENTY-SEVENTH REGT. PENNSYLVANIA VoLs.,
In Camp, November 27, 1862,

CAPTAIN: In reply to Special Orders, No. —, of this date, asking why
the defachments sent out on the left of La Vergne did not move up
rapidly and charge the rebel battery, as ordered, I give you a state-
ment of the operations of the Tweuty-ninth [ndiana Regiment, Major
Collins, and Seventy-seventh Regiment, both under my command, until
the detachment under Colonel Dodge, Thirtieth Indiana, joined me.

After receiving orders to join the Seventy-seventh to the Twenty-
pinth and assume command, I proceeded, as ordered, to take and hold
the grove on the left of the Murfreesborough road, and keep the right
a specified distance from the road. When in the grove, and in line of
battle, the skirmishers thrown in advance from the Twenty.ninth In-
diana Regiment became engaged in front and on the left. I at once
ordered Company B, of Seventy-seventh, Captaiu Rose, forward on the
left of the line already deployed, with orders to advance as rapidly as
circumstances would permit. As soon as deploved, he became eungaged
with the epemy, when I ordered the whole line forward to the bed of
the stream, and immediately crossed, when it became necessary to
march the line by the left flank to get under cover of the woods, and
also to cross a ravine which was in front.  As soon as a sufficient dis-
tance had been taken to the left to cover the troeps, I ordered an ad-
vance, with the injanction from CUaptain Wagner uot to advance too
rapidly on the woods, or too close on the line of skirmishers, After
advancing some distance, I was ordered to again move by the left flank
to what I thought would be a point opposite the battery, aud advance
on it. After marching by the flank what 1 supposed a sufficient dis-
tance, I again resumed the march by the front, and advanced steadily,
under a severe fire, when I observed the eneny movin £ to our left, and
supposing the object might be to outflank us on our left, their line in
front already exeeeding our ifine in length or frout, I ordered a Lalt,
and sent Lieutenant Walker, of the staff, to the left, to notify the cav-
alry to keep a strict watch 0 preveni uny attempt to flank us on the
left, at the same time notifying Colonel Kivk that probably an attempt
would be made to vutflank us. Lientenant Walker returning, I imme-
diately ordered the wen forward, when, from the mancuvering of the
enemy in {ront, I ordered two additional companies forward on the line
of skirmishers. At thismoment Colonel Dodge joined me on the right,
when he also throw one company forward on the line of skirmisliers; thus
re-enforced, and the skirmish line strengthened, I ordered a rapid ad-
vance, clearing the woods of the enemy. Colonel Dodge now came to
me, and, a8 my superior officer, he assumed command and ordered me to
change front forward on the left company. When the whole line was
thrown forward in the new direction, he ordered an advance to the edge
of the woods. At this point Le ordered the Twenty ninth Regiment
forward, supported by the Seventy seventh and Thirtieth, tocharge the
battery, while woving forward as rapidly as the ground would admit
of, and obstructed, asit was, by anumber of fenees, which liad to be
torn down as they advanced, and also undera severe fire from the rebel
battery ou the hill in front.  About the fime the advance was tearing
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on Wednesday morning, my officers and men, without one exception,

behaved with great coolness, and are entitled to mnch credit for the
determined and successful effort in preventing a disgraceful rout of g
large portion of the right wing of the army.

I remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servaut,

J. G. PARKHURST,
Treutenant- Colonel, Commanding Ninth Michigan Volunteers.
Maj. GEorGE B. FLynr,
Assistant Adjutant. General and Chief of Staff.

No. 187.

Report of Lieut. Col, Joseph W. Burke, Tenth Ohio I nfantry, of operations
December 31-January 22.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH OHIO VOLUNTEERS,
Murfroesborough, Tenn., January 28, 1863,

COLONEL : 1 beg leave to submit the following report of my command
while posted at Stewart’s Creek Bridge, from December 31, 1862, to
Jannary 22, 1863 :

I remained at Stewart’s Creek with eight companies of the regiment,
in charge of headquarters train, after detaching two companies of 1y
commalud, under Capt. Juhn E. Hudson, to accompany headquarters in
the field.

On Deeewber 31, information reached me that the trains of the Twenty-
eighth Brigade had been attacked and captured near Smyrua, at 9 o’clock
in the morning of that day; and at a later hour, learning that the rebal
cavalry were desiroying it, 1 dispatched a party to the scene, and sue-
ceeded in saving 8 wagons loaded with supplies.

I had sufficient foree to have saved this train entirely, but, owing to
the extreme negligence of the quartermaster in charge of the train, in
ot reporting the fact of capture to me at an early hour, the enemy were
enabled to carry away and destroy a large portion of it.

The force that attacked that train was very smalil, and I understand
there was a guard with it, all of whom were paroled.

We were threatened with attack at, the bridge during the whole day.
I had the large train corraled in close order, and by extreme vigilance
prepared to resist any attack during the night.

A large number of stragglers camo back from the fronus, from an early
bour of the day. I deployed a line of skirmishers across the country,
from the pike to the railroad, with instructions to shoot down every
straggler who attempted to force the line, and marched into camp at
night over 1,100 of these men.

Regiments of stragglers were organized, officered by my own com-
missioned and non-commissioned officers, and put on duty.

On January 1, was re-enforced by four companies of the Fourth
Michigan Cavalry, under Licutenant-Colonel Dickinson, and a section
of Company D, First Ohio Battery, under Lieutenant Newell,

Rebel cavalry threatened the post during the day, and their advance
guard was twice repulsed by my pickets and reserve. Concluding not
to attack at Stewart’s Creek, this force, consisting of Wheeler's, Whar-
ton’s, Buford’s, John H. Morgaw’s, and McCann’s rebel cavalry, with
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two pieces of artillery, passed on toward La Vergne, where they attacked
Colonel Innes, First Michigan Engineers, at 1 o’clock, | apprised Colo-
nel Inmes of the movements of this force at an early hour,

About 1 o’clock a squadron of affrighted negroes came charging at
full gallop from Muzfreesborough toward Stewart's Creek, and with
such fpetuosity and recklessness that over 100 passed the bridge be-
fore I could check the progress of the main cavalcade. They were dis-
mounted and some of them ducked by my men. This was the advance
of what seemed to me to be the whole army-—cavalrymen with jaded
horses, artillery and infantry soldiers, breathless and holding on to
wagons, relating the most incredible defeats and annibilation of the
army and their respective regiments, came streaming down the road
and pouring throngh the woods on their way toward the bridge. In
vain did my small guard stationed on the road try to check thig panie,
Otficers drew their revolvers, but the fugitives heeded them not.

My regiment was in line on the bill-side, and I promptly fixed bay-
onet, marched at double-quick to the brid ge, and drew up a line before:
it, sending out, at the same time, two companies, deployed as skirmish-
ers, on the right and left, to prevent the passing of the creek by fording.
The fugitives crowded in thousands, and at one time pressed closely
up to the bayonets of my men. I ordered the bastalion to load, and
determived to fire if the crowd did not move back; secing whieh,
many took flight back toward the frout. At {his critical moment 1 was
rendered most valuable assistnce by Licutenant Rendelbrook, Fourth
U. 8. Cavalry, and his men, who were stationed at the bridge with their
camp aund train.

To him 1 assigned ihe duly of getting the stragelers into Jine, and
nobly did his men execute Lis orders, Riding througl the panic-
stricken crowds, the cavalrymen drove them into a field, where a good
line was formed, and every strageler taken and made dress up.  When
I bad u regiment formed in this manner, I assigned it officers and
marched it across the bridge, stacked arms, and rested it.  Inthis man.
ner I secured over 4,000 men. I must mention biere the fact that the
prominent movers iu the panic were the quartermasiers i charge of
trains. There was only onc who behaved with auythiug like conrage
and coolness—the quartermaster of the Pioneer Brigade.

Later in the day 1 was notified by Colonel Innes thiat he was attacked
fiercely by rebel cavalry 3 that a demand for surrender had been mase
twice, and asking to bere-enforced. | promptly dispatched four compa-
uies of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry and the section of artillery (Rod-
Iman guus) to his assistance, and ordered them to move up 4t a trot, hold-
ing my own forces ready to support them,

After the lapse of two lonrs, during which the cannonading of Colo-
nel Lones’ stockade was kept up by the rebels {hearing the report of each
gun), Mr. Reily, a citizen, made bis escape through the rebet lines, bear-
ing a dispateh from Colouel Inmes requesting me tore-enforce him, and
the astouishivg information that he troops I sent up under Licutenaut-
Colonel Dickinson were on their way back to me without having fired a
shot, and the rebels were burning the trains.

I quiekly decided to save the trains aud leave the bridge to the pro-
tection of the regiments of stragglers, and sct out at a rapid pace for La
Vergne with my own command, | met the section of artillery return.
ing, as well as part of the cavalry, T ordered them to full in behind me,
and sent in a strong support of infantry to the guns,

The scene on the road was indeseri bable. Teamsters had abandoned
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their wagons and came back mounted on their mules and horses 5
wagons were packed across the road, and many capsized on the side of
the pike; horses ran wild through the woods, and, although men were
allowed by me to Pass a8 wagon guards, there were none at their postg,
They had left the road and were bivonacking in small parties in the
woods, evidently careless of the fate of the trains,

The woods toward La Vergne were filled with small bodies of rebel
cavalry, which were quickly dislodged by my skirmishers and driven off.
I reached Colonel Innes af La Vergne at 7 o’cloek, and assisted him ip
arranging the trains and forwarding them to Nashville.

I detached four companies of my regiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Dickinson’s command, and sent them back to Stewart’s Creek at day-
light pext Iorning, remaining myself at. La Vergne, collecting supplieg
from the trains, gathering in cattle abandoned by our men, and send.
ing them to the front.

With the remaining portion of Iny command I joined the garrison at
Stewart’s Creek, January 7, and immediately set to work putting it ip
a defensible condition by erecting a stockade and throwing up a small
redoubt to cover the bridge. -

I was relieved in eommand there by Lieatenant-Colonel Carroll, com-
manding Tenth Indiana Volunteers, on January 22, and reported for
duty at headquarters.

In connection with the disgraceful panic of J anuary 1, I would men-
tion the names of the following officers: Lieutenani Gilbert, Second
Tennessee Cavalry, who had his horse kitched up to a wagon on the
road, and who abandoned it with the teamsters, joining in the stam.
pede; Lieutenant Newell, Twenty-first Wisconsin, and the regimental
quartermaster Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania, who abandoned the train
of the Twenty-eighth Brigade, and, although within my lines, never
communicated the fact of capture until it was 100 late to pursue the
enemy,

Out of a crowd of runaway teamsters I took the namesof four imen who
cut loose their mules from the Wagons and left them to their fate: Henry
W. Davis, Twenty-fifth Hlinois; Seott Cunuingham, Twenty-fifth 111
aois; Henry Denney, Fifty ninth Ohio, and Jacob Robrer, One hundred
and first Ohio. A number of cowmissioned officers came back with the
men, but, on seeing the obstacles interposed to their Passiage, they re-
turned voluntarily to the front.

My officers and men performed their duty faithfally and strictly, I
was rendered signal assistance by Lieatenant Rendelbrook, Fourth TJ, 8.
Cavalry, and the non-commissioned officers aud mey of his command,
a8 also Lieutenant M aple, Anderson Troop, who, with their commands,
Wwere constantly on duty, reporting the movements of the enemy, and

assisting in effectually clhiecking the disgraceful and causeless pante.

I would respectfully mention the name of Captain Perkius, assistant
quartermaster, headquarters quartermaster, who evinced the utmost
zeal and vigilance, and assisted most materially in the defense of the
post, and in restoring order among the trains,

I bave the honor to be, eolovel, with great respeet, your obedient
BCIVaDT,

J. W. BURKE,
Lisutenant- Colonel, Comdyg. Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Col. C. GobparD,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.
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1 n 1,‘1‘9
E. Johnston, C. 8. Army, comma
'ge;eapftmmt, with cor’»gmmlatory orders.
JACKSON, Miss., January 6, 1863.

f battle to
fell back from the field of b

e t‘:‘t;ﬂ;eedmgnd was repulsed. On kearing t]i;!ait:,
rood fell back from Murfreesborough; not fo

J. E. JOHNBTOX.

Western

Genera! Bragg rep

General 8. COOPER.

JACESON, January 9, 1256(?.
he 31st Gen-
Chattanooga, that on 1 )
“E%mm’s cavalry. Lost gzooo, 3,000

Colonel Ewell informs me, .
have not force enough here if the enemy

NSTON,
J. B JOH General.

The PRESIDENT, Richmond.

HEADQUARTERS,I 063
Jackson, via Montgomery, Janualrgﬂ uéu ()h.a,t,.
I have just received the following dispatch from Colonel Ewell,
a

tanooga: by the advice of General
o, ; f what has been doue, by im, incloding
The fo}lowxlt;% (l)‘}?)fwu?n‘:!l)l;g :b%u?ned unofficially, but dirsctly from him .
Bragg, since i d wounded 2,000, de-
Hartaville: tured 5,500 prisoners, killed an lec fitted out his
ek e o g i, Foe ML
stroyed s : lendid style. Wheeler an the same place, and 1o
entire command in splen isoners of war taken at killed and
4,000 more priso isoners, and 14,000 kil
M o and wounded: total, 10,500 prisomers, and 30 pieces of
less than 12,000 killed an ides 2,000 distributéd to our troops, ared or
. l-arms, besides 2, tly loaded, were secured
wounded; 10,000 smal he rear, and 1,000 wagons, mosiiy The’ Josses on our side
artillery wers sent to the bher of mules and harness secured. Th es of cannon.
destroyed, with a large nam ed, and missing, and four piec
were, a4 the wmost, 9,000 killed, wounded, J. E. JOHNSTON.

General 8. COOPER.

HEADQUARTERS,
Chattanooge, January 28, 1863. N
- . N

ion in expressing to this comma
Séaggﬁﬂrable conduct of the Army (l)lf
t operations near Murfreesborough.
contending with greatly supe
skill of its general, inflicted

GENERAL ORDERS, }
No. 4. et
8
eneral Johpston has grea
hig sense of the kigh services a.1)1
Tennessee, cspecially in the recen o
In those operations that patriotic army,

i i n courage, and the y ficted
apo number:;nbyaui;gs?;lmost equ’al to its own number,ki)i(:s&ggi fa lll)eled
o G erflllreg cannon and a thousand wagons—al exp e e
in th{;rtryn battles. For its heroic formtuge in eudilil;f;lé%nﬁden c&;, oy
on. an : X in battle, he can, w

i 5 : avery in ) :
!Ilontjoaﬁ;dtﬁzli{l)l::lrlfé t?‘dt::é Govfarument a,nd gratitude of the couniry
lseBy command of Geperal Johnston: BENJ. S, BWELL,
Assistont Adjutant-General.
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SEcoxy Drvision.

Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. L. E. Poixk.

1st. Arkanaas, Col. John W. Colguitt.
13tk Arkansas.
16th Arkansas.

5th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

23 Tenneasee, Col. W. D. Robison.

5th Tenoesses, Col. B. J. Hill.
Helena {Ark.) Artillery, Lieut, T. J. Key.

Second Brigads.
Brig. Gen. 8r. Joun R. LipprLL.
2d Arkansas, Col. D, C. Govan.

§th Arkansas, Lieat. Col. John E. Murray.

Cel. B. @, Smith.

6th A"‘“‘““"-g Lieut. Col. F. J. Canrcron.

7th Arkaneas, ) yoi W. F. Donglass.
8th Arkaneas:

Col. Johr H. Kally.
Lieut. Col. G. F. Baucum.
Bwett's (Missicsippi) battery, Lieut. H.
8hannon,

Third Rrigade.
Brig. Gen. Busarop R. JouNson,

17th Tennessea :

Col. A, B. Marks.

Lieut. Col. W. W, Floyd.
23d Tennessee, Lieut. Col. R, H. Keeble
25th Tennesses :

Col. J. M. Hughs.

Lient. Col. Samuel Davis.
J7th Tennessoe :

Col. M. White.

Maj. J. T. McReynolds.

Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennessee, Col. Jobn 8. Falton,
Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery, Capt. Put.

Darden.

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. Woob.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
33¢ Alabama, Col. Samuel Adsama,
3d Confederate, Maj. J. F, Cameron.
45th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. Charlton.
15th Mississippi Battalion Bharpshooters,
Capt. A. T. Hawkins.

Alabama Battery, Capt. Hoenry C. Semple.

McCown's DIvVISION.*

Ma}. Gen. J.

First Brigads.i
Brig. Gen. M. D. Ecton.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. ¥. Locke.
11th Tuxss Cavalry :

Col. J. C. Burks.

Lieut. Col, J. M. Bounds.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp,
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J, A. Andrews.
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

P. McCown.

Second Brigede.

Brig, Gen. Jamxa E, Raina,
Col, B. B. VaNcE.

3d Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M, A.
Stovall.

9th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Joseph T.
8mith

29th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vanoe.
Lith Tennesses :
Col. 3. W. Gordon.
Lieut. Col. William Thedford.
Eunfaula (Ala.) Light Artillery, Lieut. W.
A. McDuffia,

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Evanper McNaig.
Hagr

Col, R. W,

'ER.

Ist Arkansas Mounted Rifles: {

Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramz.n?eaur.

2d  Arkansas Mounted Rities,} Lisut. Col. J. A. Willinmason.
4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn.

30th Arkansss:
Maj, J. J. Frankiin.
Capt. W. A, Cotter.

4th Arkaneas Battalion, Maj. J. A. Roga.

Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphreys.

* Of Smith's cotps, serving with Hardee.
t The regimaents of this brigade serving as infantry.

t Berving as infantry,
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CAVALRY.*

Brig. Gen. JoserpE WHERELER.

Wheeler's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH WLURELER.

Ist Alabama, Coi. W, W. Allen.
*l Alabama :
Maj. F. Y. Gaines.
Capt. T. . Mauldin.
Hlst Alabama:
Col. John T. Morgan.
Lieut. Col, J. D. Webb.
8th Confedcerate, Col. W. B. Wade,
1st Tennessee, Col. James E, Carter.

~~ Tenunessse Battalion, DeWitt (.

Dounglags,

— Tenpemsee Battalion, Maj. D. W,

Holman.
Arkansas Battory, Capt. J. H. Wiggins,

Buford's Brigade.
Brig. Gen, A. Burogbp.
3d Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler.
5th Kentucky, Col. D. H. Smith.
6th Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigsby.
Pegram’s Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JoHN PEGRAM.

st Georgia.
1st Lonisianna.

Whkarton's B-igade.
Brig. Gen. JOEN A. WHARTON,

I4th Alabama Batialicn, Lieut. Col. James
C. Malone.
st Coufederate, Col. John T. Cox.
3d Confederaie, Lisut. Col. William N.
Estes.
2d Georgia:
Lient. Col. J. E. Dunlop.
Maj. F. M. Ison,
3d Georgia (detachmont), Maj. R
Thompson.
2d Tennessse, Col. H. M. Ashby.
4th Tennessse, Col. Baxter Smith.
— Tennessee Baitalion, Maj. Joho R.
Davis,
Bth Texas, Col. Thomas Harrisen.
Murray’s (Tenneasoe ) regiment, Maj. W.8.
Bledsoe.
Escort company, Capt, Paul F. Anderson.
MoCown’s egcort company, Capt. L. T.
Hardy.
White's (Tennesses) battery, Capt. B. F.
White, jr.

ARTILLERY.t

Baxter's (Tennesses) battery.
Byrne's ( Kentueky) battery.
Gibsor’s (Georgia) battery,

No. 190,

Eeports of General Braxion Bragg, €. 8. Army, commanding Army of
Tennessee, with congratulatory orders, do.

MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN., December 30, 1862,
(Received at Richmond, Va., January 1, 1863.)

Artillery firing at intervals and heavy skirinishing of light troops
all day. Enemy very cautious, and declining a general engagemont.
Armies are in line of battle within sight.

General 8. CooPER.

t Probably inconiplete.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

* Forrest's anil Morgan's commands on detached service

+ Byrne'a battery mentioned in Brecken ridge’s report. The others do not appear to
have been engaged in the campaiyn, Baxter's battery reported as at Shelbyville,

December 31, an
be fitted for the fialid.

Gibson's was ordered, December 1, 1862, to Chattanooga, Tenn., to
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tormed our first line this a. m., 4 miles froin Murireesborough, The cav-
alry we kept back with the greatest ease, but finally they bronght ap
several regiments of infantry in line of battle, colors fiying, with cavalr
on the flanks and artillery placed in a favorable position. By this means
they sueceeded in driving us 2 miles. The last attack was & miles from
Murfreesborough, the shock of which was sufficiently great to prevent
them from making any farther advance to-night. We must have killed
and wounded a great maoy of them. Our loss, 6 or 7 wounded, includ-
ing iy aide, Lieutenant Wajles. My adjutant, Lieutenant Burford, was
slightly wounded yesterday by a shell. I shall have no ditfienlty in
keeping back the enemy from Bellbuckle for several days, if General
Wharton succeeds in keeping them bhaek on the Shelbyville pike. Of
couarse, it will take more time to reach Wartrace and Shelbyville,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHEELER,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry.
Lientenant-General PoLk.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY,
Near Fosterville, Tenn., January 26, 1863,

CoLONEL: T have the honor to report that my command —consisting
of the First Alabama Cavalry, Colonel | Willjam W.l Allen; Third Ala-
bama, Major {F. Y.] Gaines; Fifty-first labama, Co onel[.]olm T.] Mor-
gan; Eighth Confederate, Colonel [W. B.] Wade, und two Tennessee bat-
talions, under Majors [D. W.] Holman and DeWitt C. Douglass, together
with [Capt. J. H.] Wigging’ battery—was, on the 26th ultimo, stationed
at Stewart’s Creek, on the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike, and
about 10 miles northwest of Murfreesborough. My line of vedettes,
forming a continzons line, extended from a point east of Stone’s River,
on mwy right, crossing the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike about 10
miles from Nashville, and extending to a point about balf wa v from said
pike to Brentwood, the posts of the pickets and grand gaards heing at
favorable positions on the avenues of approach and at points varying
from 300 to 1,000 yards iv rear of the line of vedettes. General Pegram's
brigade was stationed on the right and General Wharton’s brigade on
the left of my line.

About 7 o’clock on the morping of December 26, [ 1862,] the enemy
advanced in large force, driving in onr vedettes, On arriving at the
front and secing the extent of the movement, I ordered up the entire
command and deployed it in line of battle. We engaged the enemy
during the entire day, falling back about 3 miles. We also eugaged the
euemy during the 28th and 20th ultime, killing and wounding large num-
bers, meeting but very glight losses ourselves.

By the evening of the “9th we had reached the line of battle of our
infantry and had placed my brigade on the extreme right of the line.

At midnight, pursuant to orders from General Bragg, 1 proceeded
with my command, re-enforced by Colonel |James I.] Carter’s regiment,
to the enemy’s rear.

By daylight on the 30th we had reached J. efferson, and seon after niet
a brigade train, with all the equipage of one lirigade. We attacked
vigorously, drove off the gnards, and destroyed the train, baggnge,
equipage, &o., also capturing about 50 Prisoners. We then proceeded
toward La Vergne, and captured a party of ‘Federals out stealing and
gathering stock, and soon after overtook and captured a small foraging
train.

Char, XXXTL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN 959

About noon we arrived in the vicinity of La Vergne and fouud it filled
with soldiers and large trains parked in the fields surrounding the place,
We immediately charged in three culmnns" completely surprising the
guards, who made but slight resistance. We immediately paroled the
prigoners, ymouunting to about 700, and destroyed immense frains and
stores, amounfing to many huudred thonsands of dollars. We then pro-
ceeded to Rock Spring, attacked, captured, and destroyed another large
train. We then marched on Nolensville without opposition, capturing
large trains, stores, and arms, and about 300 prisoners. We slept for a
few hours 5 miles from Nolensville, and at 2 o’clock the next morning
proceeded to the left Hank of our army, Laving made a complete circait
of the enemy’s rear. On arriving the line was engaged. We pressed on
and attacked evemy on the Murfreesborough aod Nashville pike, just
north of Overall’s Creek. After a brisk engagement we moved across
the creek and made an attack on the enemy at that point, driving him
for 2 miles and successfully engaging hiw until dark, when we fell back
to the left of our line, where we remained during the mgl%t.

In this latter engagement Colonel Allen and Lieutenant-Colonel [James
D.] Webb were-wounded. )

arly on the morning of January 1, I proceeded, pursuantg to diree-

tions from General Bragg, with my own and General Wharton’s brigade,
to the rear of the enemy. We attacked o large train near lLa Vergne,
dispersing its guards, and captared and destroyed a large number of
wagons aud stores. We also captured oue piece of artillery. _Toward
evening we received orders to return, and we regained our positions on
the flanks of the army by 2 o’clock on the morning of the 2d instant.
We remained in position that nighi and next day, engaging the enemy
at, every opportunity, )
qtgt% ‘E)’clggk that e{'eniug I proceeded again to the rear of the enemy,
sccording to directivns from General Bragg, and succeeded next morn-
ing in capturing a number of horses, wagons, and prisoners. About 2
p. m. we attacked alarge ordnance train at LCox’s Hill, heavily gnarded
by cavalry and infantry, and succeeded in driving off the cavalry guards
and in breaking down and upsetting a large number of wagons. The
enemy’s infantry being in such force (quite treble our numbers), we were
prevented from destroying the train, but succeeded in preventing its
making any further progress that day. By this time we received orders
to immediately return to the army, which order was ol)eyed,’ we reach-
ing our tormer position on the left flank of onr army about 4 ¢’clock next
morning. We here learned that the army had fallen back, and about 9
o’elock that morning we crossed Stone’s River and took position in front
of Murfreesborough. ) ]

About 3 p. m. the enemny advanced to the river and commenced a brisk
skirmish with artillery and infantry. After dark the enemy retired a
short distance, and our pickets in front of Murfreesborough were unmo-

d during the night. _

les;et daylig%t on M%nda,y, the 4ih [5th| iugta,nt,‘ we fell back to a point
on the Mauchester pike about 3 miles from Murfreesborough. Abont 1
o'clock the enewy advanced, aud ufter a short skirmish we fell back balf
a mile to a favorable position. Here we formed line of battle in conjunc-
tion with General Pegram’s brigade, in a very favorable position, be-
hind fences, entirely obscured from view. About 3 o’'clock the enemy
advanced with a brigade »f infantry and artillery in line of battle, with
Leavy foree of cavalry on their flanks.  When they arrived within about
250 yards, we opened on them a heavy fire of small-arms and :u:tlllery
with excellent effect, killing and wounding large numnbers, After an




260 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA, AND SW. VA. [Crar. XXX1.

:él;id huve not sinee advanced any further from Murfreeshorough on this

During the many engagements incident to the battle of Murfreesbor
ough, I take pleasare in commending the gallantry and goor soldierly
conduct of Colonel Allen, Captaiu [V, M.] Elnore, and Licutenant [Ed-
ward S.] Ledyard, of the IFirst Alabama, and Major [C. J.] Prentice and
Captain [Richard} MeCann, who commanded detachments. Colouel
ﬁllllan and Major Prentice were severcly wounded while fighting gal-

y.

Lleu@enants.[F{. 8.] Burford and HWil]ia.m E.] Wailes, of my staff, were
at all times distinguished for gallantry, zeal, and efficiency, and were
both wounded. o

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servaunt,
JOS. WHELELER,
Major-General and Chief of Cavalry.
Col. GEORGE WiLLIAM BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

sngagetwent of about thirty minutes they turned off and left the field,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, DEPARTMENT No. 2,
January 29, 1863,

. CoLONEL: 1 have the honor to state that the cavalry of Lieutenant-
Geueral Hardeo's corps, under my command, engaged the enemy as they
advanced upon the Nashvilte and Murfreesborough pike, and on the ad-
joining &pproaches,.t'rom the morning of the 36th ultimo to the evening
of the 29th. At miduight on the night of the 29th nltimo 1 proceeded
with the comrmand across the West Fork of Stone’s River, by way of the
Lebanon road, hewee by a circuitous route to Jetfersou, where, at about
9 a. m. on the 30th, we attacked, captured, and destroyed an cutire bri-
gade train.  We then proceeded toward La Vergne, capturing a party
sent out after horses and mules, and also a foragin gparty. We attucked
La Vergne about 1 p. w., capturing about 500 prisoners, 200 stand of
arms, and the reserve wagon trains of the enewmy; the wagons were de-
stroyed.  We then proceeded to Rock Spriug, capturing a brigade train
which we destroyed, with its equipage. We then proceededmto Nolcns2
\’lller, capturing a train and about 200 prisouers anl 200 stand of arms.

We then made a cireait around Trinne, and the next morning attacked
the cnemy, stationed on the Nashville and Murfreesborongh pike north
of Overall’s Creek. Wethen moved down toward Murfrees borough, and
again attacked them south of Overalls Creek, driving the evemy for a
distauce of 2 miles from the Wilkinson pike to the Nashville pike, en-
gaging their infantry and cavalry uantil dark. We then withdm’w to
our position on the left of our wing. At daylight we proceeded again
to La Vergue, in the enemy’s rear, attacked a large train, bnrned sev-
eral wagons, aud eaptured many prisoners. We then re(’:vi\‘cd orders
lo return to the army, where we arrived at about 2 o'clock the next
merning, :lm_l Placed our pickets ont to the front.  We remained iu this
position antil dark, when we moved again to Antioch, capturing a few
wagons, and at about 3 p, m. attacked a large train on Cox’s Hill.  After
capturtng the train, and injuring some of the wagons, fonr regiments of
infantry attacked us, and we were obliged to retire. I then received
orders to vetmen, aond arrived at my old_stand, on the left of our wing
at ahont 4 oelock on Snnday marning, Jannary 3[4].  Asour army nad
retived, I moved over the rviver and remained in ETurt'rueslmmugh that

Crar. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 961

day. Toward c¢vening I skirmished with the enemy and withdrew my
pickets 3 miles at daylight the next morning.

At 3 p. m. Monday, the enemy advanced and engaged us warmly.
The enemy did not advance any farther.

On January 8, I moved over to the Cumberland, and a detachment,
under Captain [Richard] McCann, destroyed the railroad bridge over
Mill Creek and a construction train.

On the 12th, we drove in a large foraging party to Nashville, and on
the 13th and 14th we captured a gunboat and four transports. We also
destroyed a large amount of stores at Ashland, which the enewy had left
under gnard, bot the guard ran off as we approached, Many other trans-
ports threw off a great part of their cargo to avoid eapture.

On the 25th, we captured a construction train near Antioch.

A detachmeut, under Major [D. W.] Holman, captured another trans-
port on the 17th,

Respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHEELER,

Major-General.
Col. T. B. RoY, Chief of Staff.

No. 302.

Report of Capt. T. H. Mauldin, Third Alabama Cavalry, Wheeler's bri-
gade, including skirmishes December 26—January 5.

FosTERVILLE, TENN.,
February 19, 1863.

CoLoNEL: The Third Alabama Cavalry was engaged in skirmishing
with the enemy on December 26, 27, 28, and 29, 1862, from La Vergne
to Murfreesborough, Tenn.

On the 30th, was present at a skirmish near Jefferson, La Vergne, and
Nolenaville.

On the 31st, was in a charge made by the cavalry upon the right of
the Federal army, where it was subjected to a heavy fire of small-arms
from infaptry and cavalry, Josing, however, bat 1 man killed and 2 lieu-
tenants and 2 men wonnded and left on the field.

On Januoary 1 and 2, the regiment was in front of the enemy upon the
extreme left of the Confederate army without any fighting.

On the night of the 24, it marched to the rear of the Federal armmy,
and on the 3d was engaged in an attack upon one of the enemy’s wagon
trains, upon the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike, and returned
to the field of battle near Murfreeshorough about an hour before day
the morning of the 4th.

During the day of the 4th, this regiment moved through Murfreesbor-
ough, and bivonacked at night about 2 miles from town, on the Manches-
ter tarnpike.

On the 5th, was engaged in a fight with some of the Federal infantry
6 miles from Murfrecsborough, on the Mauchester pike.

This ended the series of battles and skirmishes from December 25,
1862, to January 5, 1863, in which the reginent was engaged.

During this time the regiment lost, in killed, wounded, and missing,
25, including 3 lieutenants wounded.
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