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No. 189,

Organization of the Army of Tennessee.®

POLK’S CORPS.

Lient. Gen. LroNIDAS PoOLK.

FirstT Division.

Maj. Gen. B.
Firet Brigade.
Brig. Gen. DaNikL 8. DoXELSON.

8th Tennesses :
Col. W. L, Moore.
Lient. Col. J. H, Anderson.
16th Tenuesaee, Col. John H. Bavage.
38th Teunessee, Col. John C. Carter.
518t Tennessee, Col. John Chester.
84th Tennessee, Col. 8. §, Stanton.
Carnes’ (Tennessce) battery, Lieut. L. G.
Marshall.

Second Brigade,

Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER P. STRWART.

4th Tennesseo, { -,
5th Tenuesaee: }(‘01' O. F. Strahl.

19th Tennessee, Col, F, M. Walker.
24th Tenneaseee :
Col, H. L. W. Bratton.
Maj. 8. E. Shannoen.
g:];.gt ¥2Eﬁess"ee: }Col. E. E, Tansil.
Miseissippi Battery, Capt. T. J. Stanford.

SECOND

F. CHRATHAM,
 Third Brigade.

Brig. GGon. GRORGE MANEY

27th Tennsssee, Col. H. R. Feild.
4th Tennessee (Provisional Army), Col.
J. A, MoMurry.
6th Tennessee, ) Col. C. 8. Huri.
9th Tennessee, ;Maj. J. L. Harris.
Tennessee Sharpshooters, Capt. Frank
Maney.
Bmith’s (Mississippl) battery, Lient. Will-
iam B. Turner.

1st Teunesses, }

Fourth ( Presion Smith’s) Brigade.
Col. A, J. VAUGHAN, JR.

12th Tennesses, Maj. J. N. Wyatt.
13th Tennesese :

Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan.

Capt. R. F. Lanier.
20th Tennessee, Maj. J. B. Johnson.
47th Tennessee, Capt. W. M. Watltinas.
154th Tennesges, Lieut. Col. M. Magev-

ney, jr.
9th Texas, Col. W. H. Young,
Allin’s (Tennessee) Sharpshooters:
Lieut. J. B. J. Creighton,
Lieut. T. F. Pattison,
Tennessee Battery, Capt. W. L. Boott.

DIVIBION.

Maj. Gen. JoNEs M. WITHERS.

First (Dear’) Brigade.

Col. J. Q. Loomis.
Col. J. G. COLTART.

19th Alabama.

224 Alabama.

251h Alabama.

%Wth Alabama.

39th Alabama.

17th Alabama Battalion Sharpshooters,

Capt. B. C. Yancey.
1st Louisiana (Regulars), Lieut, Col. F.
H. Farrar, jr.

Robertson’s battery, Capt. F. H. Robert-

son,

Second Brigads.

Brig. Gen. JaMES R. CHALMERS,
Col. T, W. WHITE.

7th Mississippi.
8th Misesiesippi, Col. T. W, White.
10th Mississippi.
4lat Mississippi.
9th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. 0. F. Weat.
Blythe’s (Migsissippi) regiment.
Garrity’s (Alabama) battery.

" Compiled from the reports. Other offic
actusl command of the organizations ind’

68 e1‘;ihan those named may have alao been in
sated.
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Third ( Malthail’'s) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. J. PATTON ANDERSON.

45th Alabaws, Col. James G. Gilchrist.
24th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. P. Mc-
Kelvaine.
27th Mississippi :
Col. T. M. Joues,
Lieut. Col. J. L. Autry.
Capt. E. R. Neilson.
20th Mississippi:
Col. W, F. Brantly.
Lient. Col. J. B. ior a0,
3J0th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. J. L. Scales.
39th North Carolina,” Capt. A. W. Bell.
Missouri Battery, Capt. O. W. Barret.
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Fourth { Anderson’s) Brigade.
Col. A. M. MaNIGAULT.

24th Alabams.

28th Alabama.

34th Alabama.

10th S8outh Carolina,

19th Bouth Carolina, ;C"l' A.J. Lythgoe.
Alabawa Battery, Capt. D. D. Waters.

HARDEE'S CORPS.

Lieut. Gen. WiLLlaM J, HARDRE.
FirsT DIvision.
Maj. Gen. JOAN C. BRECKINRIDGE.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. DANIEL W. ADaMS.
Col. RaNDALL L. GIBSON.

324 Alabama:
Lient. Col. Henry Maury.
Col. Alexander McKinstry.
13th Louisiana, } Col. R. L. Gibson.
20th Louisiana, { Maj. Charles Guillat.
16th Louigiana, ¢ Col, 8, W. Fiek,
26th Louisiana, § Maj. F. C. Zacharie.
14th Lonisiana Battalion, Maj. J. E. Auns-
tin.
Wasbington Artillery(5th Battery),Lieut.
W. C. D. Vaught. ’

Second Brigade.

Col. J. B. PALMER.
Brig. Gen. GiproN J. PiLLOW.

18th Tennessse :

Col. J. B, Palmer.

Livut. Col. W. R. Butler.
26th Tonnesece, Col. John M. Lillard.
28th Tennessee, Col. P. D. Cunningham.
32d Tennossee, Col. Ed, C. Cook.
45th Tennessee, Col. A, Searcy.
Moses' (Georgia) battory, Lieut. R. W.

Anderson.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM PRESTON.

1st Florida, } . i :
3d Florida: § Col. Wiltiar Miller.

4th Florida, Col. Willinm L L. Bowen.
60th North Carclina, Col.J. A. MeDowell
20th Teunesses:
Col. T. B. Smith.
Lient. Col. F. M. Laveunder.
Maj. F. Claybrooke.
Tennessoe Battery:
Capt. E. E. Wright
Lieut. J. W. Mebane.

Fourth Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R. W. Haxson,
Col. R. P. TRaBUE.

41st Alabama:
Col. H. Talbird.
Lieut. Cal. M. L. Stansel,
2d Kentucky, Maj. James W. Hewitt,
4th Kentucky:
Col. R. P. Trabue,
Capt. T. W. Thompson.
6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H. Lewis.
9th Kentucky, Col. T. iL. Hunt.
Kentucky Battery, Capt. R. Cobb.

Jackson's Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JOAN K, JACKBON.

5th Georgia:
Col. W. T Black.
Maj. C. P. Duniel.

21 Georgia Battalion S8harpshootors, Maj, J. J. Cox.
fth Missisaippi, Lieut. Col. W. L. Sykes

8th Miasiseippi :

Col. J. C. Wilkinson,

Lieut. Col. A. McNeill.
Pritchard’s {Georgia) battery.
Lumsden’s {Alabama) battery, Lient. H. H. Cribbs.

* Joined Lrigade Decewber 31; transferred, Javuary 2, to Manigaunit’s brigade.
t Temporarily assigned to Breckinridge’s division.
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Your general deplores, in common with you, the loss of your gallant Beturn of casualties in the Confederats forocs—Continued,

comrades, who have fallen in our recent conflicts. Let their memories be _

. - i
enshrined in your hearts, as they will ever be tenderly cherished by i Killed. | Wounded. Misaing.
their conntrymen. Let it be yours to avenge their fate, and proudly to ! ‘ . ‘
emulate their deeds. Remember that your face is to the foe, and that ! Conumand g E g ) Offons Kited.
on you rests the defense of all that is dear to freemen. Soldiers, the ; - ‘|3 - 13 é
proudest reflection of your general’s life is to be known as the com. ; HHIE g 4 § il &
mander of an army 80 brave and invineible as you have proven. He i §/3 2 g é g é HE
asks no higher boon than to lead such men to vietory, To share their [ )
trials, and to stand or fall with them, will be the erown of his ambition, ; Smsith's Brigade—Cont/d.
BRAXTOR BRAGG, ) 1fto/u| 11 56{ &| 11|12 sg|Copt James H, Sinclair.
General, Commanding. 1018 24| &f 78| 84)..J a| 3] 191 | Lioat C.8 Hall
2l18(18| B M 102 17 1| 2| 120 Lients. R, . Luckett and
E. B. Parham.
, 12y a|1f s ef..] o3| 1 Li;uﬁ?.g.ﬁnﬁntzhdﬁ
: . . Crel o
No. 191. 1 SR Ore
o ) | N I B PN I PP o . . 1
Return of casualties in the Confederate forces.
f v J | T|eBfios {48 514 [ oen| 8| 3s|38] 705
[Cempiled from nominal lists.] Grand total Chest- | 22 (265 |277 1420 1L, 477 L607 | 4 |61: 6 l—"“—'m
—_ e ham’s division. -
Killed. Wounnded. Missing. WETHESS' DIVISION.
EI’ E Ei 3 A ktlled 7| 8|18 1307 143f...] 38 3| 154 Capt. Robert J. Healey,
Conrmand. H H 8 Offioers . oluny e 7| w3l 00| g5 Tiewts. 4. M. vmith mad
£1% il ¥ £1% £ 7. H. Wall,
£la HIEEERE E 11010 W] 8 4| 4| 109 | Lients. W.C. Gibson, A.
g3 g 2 g e g W A, Patteraon, and H,
S|l g g | = g B E | < PREPE B S " B. Seofield.
- T T 3| 3|9 -3 OO Y I -+
POLK'S CORPS. ¢!l 8| 7 [ ] T1]....1 28 | 23| 102 | Lieuts. B. C. Cenay and
Bringier Trist.
CHEATHAN'S DIVIBION. 17th Batlalion Alabama [....| 8] 3] 3 14 15 18
Sharpahooters.
Denelsen's Brigade. Robertacn's battery . .. R Lt IRTITTPt B - 1e 11 20
eon0e. .. .......| 4| 3T 41| 17 248 | 265 306 | Col. William L. Moore, L.
8th Tenn Cant. Wﬂliﬁ Sa dl%_ y Total _8 45 153 | 52| 536 Ees 8131 g72
and Lieuta, Thomas 0. ' By X
; | ! Blacknall, A. G. Den. Chaimers' Brigade
i | ton.band N. Martin Staff ... ... TS PN N AN 1 R S T FUORR SO IO BT
i I Kerby. Tth Misaissippi._.... ... 3 Y t. R. D. MeD
16th Tennesses. . . ...| I |35:36| 8 r 147 | 155" 1]16/ 18] 207 Capt. . C. Spurlock. PP eriz| e & o 4418 Cn‘%d Lis. H. J_‘h.oﬁﬁ!
88th Tenneesea. .......... 111121 51 &8 ] oo 8 Capt. B. H. Holland. rigill and G.W. Joges.
5let Tenneesee.......... | 1|10 |11] 7 ‘ @ 7 ... 238 86 Capt. T. C. Campbell. $th Missisgippi..........[....[ g 5 86 7l 5| s 84
Carnoe' battery. ... .. ... 2, 2)]...! 5E L PP Pt 7 10th Misnissippf..........! 2] 4| 8| 8 62| (... 6] &| 84 Liﬁutcv.erF.Momloymd
T—— . - Uwen.
Totab........ ....... 7195102137 538, 570 11818} @91 415t Minsimsippd..........0 3 (o2{28]| 5 5| 223...] & 81 156 | Lients. F- M. Betts, W.
: S G.Kennedy, and P. H.
Stewart's Brigude. | : i Blyih Minslanl i MoMahon.
: . e'a (Miss b | 4 4] 1] 30 m 16
4th and 5th Tennesses. | 1] 7' 8| & 62 a | kL] l Lieat J. P. Ferguson. ,.z imenf,_l PRl ¥ 1 u 52
10¢th Tennesses .......... 2118116 6. 305 | 111 | | .. { 127 { Capl. S J.A. Frazierand #th issippd Battalion [....| 71 7., == 22 |. 29
i w i e ifub].S. G..%bemth% Sharpshooters.
e 3{ 86 8 5. 39 - Apl. .Jesse B a battery ... ..
24th Tennesaee ! i ] | inn‘]tp. 5 B.rwnAlrnol ¥ Guarrity’s battery 3] 2| 2 18 20 |, - 23
: and J. 8. Hardison. Totel .............| &
31wt and 334 Tenoeaseo 1113114 7 041 74 .| 2| 2| o7/ Licut W.P. Hutchorson. o 5 5967 84| 401 435/ 1730040/ 5a2
Sumford's bagtery..... | 1|2, 3.0 7 7.0 007 10| Lient. A A Hardin. Walthall's Brigade,
Total. ....... oo Blez |50 |2 w7l sm| . | 2| 2| 3 dsth Alabama............|_.[13113] 5] 6] m 7] m
) ! T ——— == 24th Miasissippi. -fe-.f B B 5] 108 ..., 118
Maney's Brigade. . | th Mingiesippi-.........| 2| 9|11| 5| o6 1| 83! Lieut. Col. James L. Av
i . try and Licut. M, &.
1at Tenneeses ........... .| BB LD 74y 75 -.-.b 88 Edwards.
4th Tennegnes......... .. .| 61 B} & H 40 -...; b4 20th Mississippl ... ...... 4180|2424 2887 202(,, [ ] 236 | Capt. H. J. Harper and
6th and 9t Tenneasse .. .| 51 5| 5. ;i mil[ %] @ ‘ Tieuts. W. GF Barbe
Maney's Sharpahooters .. ....{ 1[ 1f...5 4 [ RPN 5 : dale, W. A. McDaniel,
Bmith's battery .... ... .. ceeel T ML 45 4110 20¢h Misaissio] and R. 8. Spencer.
—_— T i temeeennani 657 83 138 L4 . T. W. B . 3.
Total . ......... w200 . M| 8| 8| oP ” e R e,
rpa _ .74‘=|_ Guire, J. (. McIntyre,
Smith’s Brigade. i ) llgi R. Pattonand E. B
dus.
12th Tenneasse ... ...... 11718127 125 | 137 |....0 8| 9| 184 | Lieuts. J. 8 Fielderand 0th N lins......
o | 7 B, Patterson. Barrel's batiary e LA R 8] o) 4 ment okn . Rhea
13th Tenneases._. 1|13 |18 ] &8 € 1(g ;# | 110 | Maj. Peter H Cole. N
20th Tennoasoo.........|... wimi gl vl 0w Total............... 18 7118 1131 (42 | oS08 e8| . |14 | 14 788




704 KY., MID. AND E, TENN., N. ALA., AND 8W. VA, [Chir. XXx71

next day, publish General Polk’s report of the battle of Murfreesbor.
ough, which had been forwarded by its Richmond correspondent, g,
L,” the party to whom the corrected copy had been sent, and the repory
was accordingly published, as inclosed. I have thought it due to my.
self and to General Polk to make these statements to the Department,
in explanation of the appearance of the report.

Since writing the foregoing, I have, in answer to an inguiry, received
the following dispateh from the editor of the Register :

I had ne express suthority of the Goverument for publishing General Polk's re.

port, but as my correspondent at Richmond had been allowed access to official copies
of the other reports, and it expressed no disapproval of their publication, I inferred its

consent,
J. A. SPERRY.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. RICHMOND,
Aide-de-Camp.,

P. 8.—Mr. Minor, in his communication, informs me that no supple.
mentary report of the battle of Murfreesborough had been received at
the War Department. Such a report was made and forwarded to your
office, and this postseript is added in explanation of its publication with
the main report.

[Indoraement.}

The explanation of this publication is little satisfactory. Exzpress
authority of the Department should be obtained before the eopy of any
official paper is intrusted to the agents of the press, who are under a
atrong temptation to publish as news whatever may be interesting to
their readers.

J. A8,

Secretary.

No. 193.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Cheatham, C. 8. Army, commanding
First Division,
HEADQUARTERS CHEATEAM'S DIVISION,

PoLr's CorPs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., February 20, 1863,

I have the honor to submit the following report of the action of this
division in the battles before Murfreesborough, commencing on Decem-
ber 30, 1362, and ending on January 3, [863:

The divisien is composed of the following brigades and batteries:

Brig. Gen. D. S. Donelson’s brigade: Sixteenth Regiment Tennessee
Volanteers, Col. John H. Savage; Thirty-eighth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. John C. Carter; Fifty-first Regiment Tennessee Volun-
teers, Col. John Chester; Eighth Regiment Tenuessee Volunteers, Col.
W. L. Moore; Eighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. S.S.
Stanton; Capt. W. W. Carnes’ light battery.

Brig. Gen. A. P. Stewart’s brigade: Fourth and Fifth Regiments Ten-
nessee Volunteers, Col. O. F. Strahl; Twenty-fourth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. H. L. W. Bratton; Thirty-first and Thirty-third Regi-
ments Tennessee Volunteers, Col. E. E. Tansil; Nineteenthk Regiment
%‘ennessee Volunteers, Col. F, M, Walker; Capt. T. J, Stanford’s light

attery.

Brig. Gen. George Maney’s brigade: First Regiment Tennessee Vol
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unteers, Col. H. R. Feild; Fourth Regimeunt Tennessee Volunteers, Col
J. A. McMurry; Sixth and Ninth Regiments Tennessee Voluuteers, Col.
C. 8. Hurt; Capt. Frank Maney’s company of sharpshooters; Capt.
{then Lieut.] W. B. Turner’s light battery (Mississippi),

Brig. Gen. P'reston Smith's brigade: Oue hundred and ifty-fourth
Senior Regiment Teunessee Volunteers, Licutenant Colonel }M. Magev
ney, jr.|; Thirteenth Regiment Tennessec Volunteers, Col, A.J. Vaughau,
gr. ;] Torty seventh Regiment Tennesses Volunteers, qum-}'l‘homas R.

hearon]; Twenty-ninth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, [Maj. John B,
Jobnson;| Ninth Texas Infantry, Col. W. H. Young; Captan [P. T.]
Allin’s company of sharpshooters; Capt. W. L. Scott’s light battery,

On December 26, General Maney’s brigade, being on outpost duty at
Stewart’s Creek, hearing heavy firing in front, was moved forward by
General Maney to La Vergue, 5 miles toward Nashville, where he came
in sight of the enemy advancing, who encamped that night 3 miles be-
yond La Vergne. After a consultation with General Wheeler, who was
stationed at this advanced post with his cavalry brigade, they advised
the commander-in-chief that a general advance of the enemy had com.

‘menced.

On the morning of the 27th the enemy again eommenced his advance,
our troops, both infantry and cavalry, skirmishing constantly with the
enemy, and gradually falling DLack, the infantry that night halting at
Overall’s Creek, and next day falling back to Murfreesborough.

On Monday weorning, at daylight, the command (having the day pre
vious cooked three days’ rations, struck their tents, loaded their wagone
and sent them to the rear) commenced crossing Stone’s River, and formed
line of battle in the following order, from right io left: First Brigade,
Brigadier-General Donelson commanding; Secoud Brigade, Brigadier-
General Stewart commaunding ; Third Brigade, Brigadier-General Maney
commanding; Fourth Brigade, Col. A. J. Vaughan, {jr.,] commandiog,
the line extending from the Nashville Ratlroad, on rhe right, to Frank-
lin road, on the left. My division was formed from 500 to 800 yards in
rear of Major-General Withers’ division, and was the supporting force
to that division, which formed the front line of Polk’s corps. :

Nothing of importance oceurred until the middle of the day on Tues-
day, when, the enemy having cowmenced deploying and forming his
ines in our front, heavy skirmishing was commenced between the op-
posing forces and continmed to increage until near sunset, when, the
enemy having established his lines as far to his right as the Triune road,
where my left rested,in a dense cedar thicket, and more than 300 yards
in front of Colonel Loomis’ brigade, the firing became very heavy, In
the mean time Robertson’s battery, which had been placed in position in
the Triune road, supported in rear by the One hundred and fifty-fourth
TFennessee Regiment, which I had detached from Colouel Vaughan's
brigade for that special duty, opened upon the enemy a heavy fire,
which was promptly answered by two of the enemy’s batteries. 1o a
short time afterward, three of the epewy’s regiments made a dash on
Robertsou’s battery, but were repulsed by a few rounds of canister from
the hatiery and a well-directed volley of musketry trom the One hundred
and fifty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers and two Alabama regi-
ments on Colonel Loomis’ left, after losing quite a wumber in killed
and wonanded.  During this engagement Captain Roberison had 14 men
wounded and several killed, and one ammunition chest blown up by the
explosion of a shell from the enemny. The One hundret wad Hifty Joarth
Regiment Tennessee Volunteers lost considerably in this engagement,
bat behaved themselvesmost gallautly. The cnemy’s batieries kept ap
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a continual shelling until quite dark. The loss in Loomis’ and Vaughaws
brigades and Robertson’s battery was over 75,

At daylight on the morning of the 31st, the attack was commenced
on our extreme left by Major-General McCown’s division, supported b
Major-General Cleburne’s division, of Lieutenant-General Hardee'scorpg
the plan of the battle being that the attack should be made by brigadeg’
each advauncing to the front, attacking the enemy’s lines, then wheelin ;
to the right to take him in flank, to be followed up in like manner from
teft to right.

At 7 o'clock Colonel Loomis’ brigade, in the front line, was ordered to
the attack, and being not more than 300 yards from the enemy’s lines
was immediately engaged: His command kad to eross an open wood;;
and a corn-field in order to reach the enemy, who were strongly pested
in a cedar wood. He made a gallant dash, bat after reachiog near the
woods was compelled to fall baek to his original position, where the
command was soon reorganized under my own superintendence.

In the mean time the supporting brigade under Colonel Vanghan had
advanced over the same ground and attacked the enemy furiously
driving him away from and captaring two of his guns, but was forced
to give orders to bis command to fall back, on account of the murderous
fire being poured into his front, and particularly a raking fire that was
tarned upon bim from his right, completely enfilading his lines. They,
however, retired in good order, and in a few moments after being re.
formed were again sent forward by me, with instructions to bear some-
what to the right, so as partially to avoid the heavy wood.

In the mean time the Ninth Texas Regiment, under the command of
that gallant officer, Col. W. H. Young, who did not hear_the order, be-
came detached and was farther to the left. It remained in the woods
and continued to fight the enemy, and at last charged them on their
flank and drove them from the woods on their entire right, losing very
heavily. In the first assanit made by Colonel Loomis’ brigade that
officer was 50 wounded by the falling of alim}b cut from atree that he had
to turn over the command to the next senior officer (Colonel Coltart).
The brigade suffered very severely in this charge. Colonel Vaughan’s
brigade also suffered very severely in its desperate charge against the
game stropghold. Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan aud Major [Peter H.] Cole,
both of the Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, were mortally
wounded ; alse a very large number of officers and men.

At about 8 o’clock, Colonel Manigault’s Lrigade moved out and at-
tacked the enemy direerly in his front. He met with very strong resist-
ance, and after Colonel Loomis was compelled to fall back, and the
enemy’s fire turned upon his left flank, enfilading his lines, he was com-
pelled to retire. He, however, soon railied his command, made another
gallant attack, and was forced to fall back a second time. At this junc-
ture General Maney's brigade came up and took position on the left of
Manigault’s, when they moved forward and took positien facing toward
the Wilkinson pike, near the Harding house, when two batteries of the
enemy opened upon them, one of them in the woods on Manigault’s
right, and on the west side of the Wilkinson pike; the other on the east
side of the pike. At this place 1 came np with dolonel Vaughan’s bri-
gade. General Maney had placed Captain [Lieutenant] Turner's bat-
tery of Napoleon guns in position near the brick- kiln, which iw a short
time silenced the battery on the east side of the road. Colonel Mani-
gault assailed the one in the woods with two regiments, but did not
sueceed in capturing it. Having made my dispositions, I ordered Colo-
nel Vaughan to move forward with his brigade, and take position on
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General Cleburue’s right, which was in the wooda to my front and left.
General Maney and Colonel Manigault I accompanied across the Wil-
kinson pike, just in front of the enemy’s battery last mentioned, which
the enemy had abandoned on our approach. The one in the woods to
our right was also abandoned, wost of the horses having been so dis.
abled that the guns could not be removed. After crossing the Wilkin-
son pike, I rode forward to the cedar brake toward the Naghville pike,
where I found General Stewart’s brigade botly engaging the enemy.
He captured three of his guus, drove him through the woods and be-
yond the field to the Nashville pike. During this encounter, Colonel
Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth Tennessee Volunteers, a most gallant
officer, was killed. Colonel Vaughan advanced with Cleburne’s divis-
ion, fighting and driving the enemy tntil he reached the Nashville pike,
when the enemy’s fire became so heavy he was forced to retire, after
having again driven the enemy from two of his guns. Late in the even-
ing I placed him on the Wilkinson pike, in the rear of General Cleburne’s
division, with instructions to remain there until further orders. This
brigade acted most gallantly doring the entire day, having had two
terrible engagements, losing 705 men out of 1,813.

About 10 o'clock General Donelson’s brigade was ordered forward to
the support of General Chalmers’ brigade, which had been partially
driven back. General! Donelson pressed forward through the opea field

in front of the burnt house, under a terriflc fire of twenty pieces of artil-

lery and a heavy infantry force. Colonel Bavage’s regiment (Sixteenth
Tennessee) and three companies of the Fifty-first Tennessee passed to
the right of the house, extending to the river on the right; the remain
der of the Fifty-first, with the Bighth apd Thirty-third Regiments,
passing to the left of the house, advanced, under a heavy fire of in-
fantry, toward the south end of the cedar brake. During this advance
Colone! Moore, of the Eighth Tennesses, had bLis horse killed uader
him, and in a few moments afterward that gallant officer fell, dead,
having been shot through the heart by a minie ball. The Eighth Ten-
nessee Regiment, now under the command of its gallant lieutenant-
colonel, John H. Anderson, dashed forward into the cedar brake, drove
the enemy before them, charged and captured a battery, and, in ¢con-
nection with the Thirty-eighth and seven companies of the Fifty-first
Tennessee Regiments, fought and drove the enemy out of the south end
of the brake, through the open field to his reserves on the Nashville
pike, capturing from 600 to 700 prisoners, Colonel Savage, of the Six-
teenth Tennessee, advanced beyond the burnt house (Cowan), and took
position on the right of the railroad, and for three hours held the col-
umns of infantry in his front in check, and when, after the arrival of
General Adams’ brigade, he withdrew his regiment, he teft 30 dead men
in the line he had occupied. The loss of this regiment was 207 out of
402, being over one-half. The Eighth Tennessee, under Lientenant.
Colonel Anderson, lost 306 men and officers out of 472, which shows
what they had to contend against. The other regiments of this brigade
suffered nearly as badly.

As soon as [it was] discovered that our advanced line had been checked,
I immediately commenced forming a double line of infantry in the cedar
brake, in order to resist any movement the enemy might make against
us. (eneral Stewart’s brigade being in the advance, was first aligned.
General Maney’s brigade was formed on_its lefl, and Colonel Loomis’
on its right, with Generals Donelson’s, Prestou’s, Adamy!, and Mani.
ganlt’s brigades in the rear line. General McCown furmed his division
on the left of General Maney. In this position they remained umtil
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night, & great portion of the time under a heavy fire of the enemy's
artillery.

On Friday morning the brigades of Generals Preston and Adams werg
withdrawu, when the lines were reformed and straightened, and Smith’y
brigade was brought forward and placed in the lines, he having arrived
and taken command on Thursday.

On Wednesday there was but little done by my artillery, on account
of the impossibility of advancing it through the cedar~ and pedregal op
my left. Captain [Lieutenant] Turner's battery was brought into action
on that day by General Maney and did good service.

On Friday and Saturday Captaios Stanford, Scott, Carnes, and {Lieu-
tenant] Turner did excellent service with their guns, which bad been
advanced up the railroad by order of Lieutenant-General Polk. Lien-
tenant [A. A.| Hardin, of Captain Stanford’s battery, with one section,
wag sent to the assistance of Colonel Maniganlt on Tuesday, and, whila
gallantly working his rifled pieces, was killed by a round shot.

On Bunday morning, at 1 o’clock, preparations having been previously
made, my command brought up the rear as the army slowly fell back
toward Shelbyvilie.

Although my division was originally placed in the second line as a
supporting force, it was not long before it was all under fire and hotly
engaged with the enemy, and 1 am proud to say that each brigade did
good service. I cannot omit this opportunity to express my thanks
for the fortitude with which they bore the hardships and their gallant,
soldier-like bearing during the eight trying days they were in line of
battle, and wost of the time under fire.

A list of casualties of my command is herewith inclosed, the logs being
277 killed, 1,597 wounded, auvd 65 missing. Total, 1,930.%

My staff with me on the field—Maj. John Ingram, assistant adjutant.
general ; Maj. Joseph Vaulx, [jr.,] assistant inspector-general ; Maj.
George V. Young, chief quartermaster ; Maj. B. J. Butler, chief of sub-
sistence ; Maj. J. A, Cheatham, chief of ordnance; Lient. J. G. Mana,
engineer officer, and Lient, A. 1. Robertson, aide-de-camp—all managed
their separate departments to my entire satisfaction.

Capt. Robert L. Weakly, who was badly wounded, and Lieutenant
[J. H.} Marsh, of the artillery; Lieut. Thomas [H.] Henderson, adjutant
of the Sixth Tennessee; Capt. R. A. Alston, of South Carolina, and
Capt. J. Webb Smith, volunteer aides-de-camp, all beliaved gallantly,
and did good serviee in trausmitting orders over the oxtensive field of
operations during the day.

Maj. F. H. MeNairy, my aide-de-camp, who had accompanied me on all
previous battle-fields, was, unfortunately, abseunt, having been severely
wounnded by the accidental discharge of a pistol at Knoxville.

Very respectfuliy, your obedient servant,
B. F. CHEATHAM,
Maj. Gen., Comdyg. Cheatham’s Div., Polk's Corps, Army of Tenn,
Maj. THOMAS M. Jack,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S Drvision,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January 8, 1863.
31z : In complisnce with orders from corps headquarters, the follow.
g report of the namher of officers and men killed, wounded, and miss-

" Beo totaly in tabulated statement, p. 677.
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ing in the recent engagement near Murfreesborough, Tenu., is respect.
fally submitted:

i eE. --l_-;Voudéti. ! iﬁssmg |
id | s | I g
i o 8 . 8 | $
Brigades. ) | 3 .le [‘
S-S B I A
Ploilg = o:lzlE
E |3 8 & |€ 37 =
H =] R | @ 85 o4
o8 42| sm! 1| 16 700
55 23 31l R
10 12 1stl04 @l 13
9| 48| 58| 8] 35| 707
Zo| 185 1,601 4] 61!1,9m

B. F. CHEATHAM,
Major-General, Commanding.
[Inolosure.]
Eeport of officers and men actually engaged in the battle of Murfreesborough, in Cheathan’s

-
2 P B
Command. H g E
L L)
g1 32 3
'a bri, : '
BT o Y IS B

16th Tennessee. ...
38th Tennpesses.

51t Tennosses. 23 270 203
Carnes' battery ... [ [ k4
Total. .o v 110 | 1,419 1,529
Stewart's brigade :
ithmngLhTenmm. 41 417!
18th Tennessee. .. ..., 32 48 380
24th Tennessee .. .. ... 3 313 - 344
3let and 33d Tennesson . 34 M5 EXi]
Stanford’s battory ] 70 4
R 142 | 1,483 1,635

Maney's brigade I i
1at wnd 27th Tonnesnes. ............comiuecumomeeneiocaeaenanen . 23 434 457
4th Tennesses (Confederate). s

Oth and 9th Tennosses . .... . 38 : 374 412
Mmey‘a Sharpshooters ... -0 B4 68 61
Smith's battery . 3 i 78 : 83
TOBAL. . oors e ca e e e e J 1011 1,281 i 1,382

Smith's brigade: 1___'__-¥ T
12th ngfmueo .......................................................... : 25 297 122

13th Tennessee. 16 23" 232
20th Tennessee. 30, 294 254
47th Tennesses. .. 16 247 265
154th Tenneasee (senior) .. 25 253 278
Sth Texna ._.......... 24| 209 323
Allin’s Sharpshooters ._......_.._............ 3 47 5
Soott's dattery... ....... .. ...l K 4 77 81
Tothl. .o e e 18] 1,680 L 823
Grand $otal. ... ...\ 488 573 6368
Less 30 men from each regiment, as infirmary detadl ... .. e [ FEPTR 510
5, 859
Total loss, 1,939. Loas, 35 per cent. T o

Respectiully submitted.

L. F. CHEATHAM,
Mojor-General, Oommanding Divirion.

* But see tabulated siatement on p. 677, né;eeing with totals given above.
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No. 194.

Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel 8. Donelson, €. §. Army commanding Firgg
Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FiRsT BRIGADE, FirsT DIVISION,
PovLk’s CorPs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January 20, 1883,

I have the honor to submit a report of the part taken by the Iirst Bri.
gade in the late engagement with the enemy before Murtreesborough.

The brigade was composed of the following regiments awl battery,
viz: The Sixteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John H. Say.
age; the Thirty-eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John €.
Carter; the Fifty-first Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John Ches.
ter; the Eighth Regimeut Tennessee Volunteers, Col. W. L. Moore-
Eighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. 8. 8, Stanton, and
Captain Carnes’ battery. The Eighty-fourth Regiment, being a new
and very small regiment, was assigned to Iny command ou the worning
of December 28, 1862, only two days before the battle.

In obedience to orders, the tents were strunck and the wagons packed
and sent to the rear Sunday right, 27th ultimo.

At daylight Monday morning the brigade was moved to and assumed
its line of battle, which was second and supporting to the first line of
battle, two companies of Colonel Savage’s, the right regiment, extending
across the railroad, and Colonel Carter’s, the left regiment, across the
Wilkinson pike, its left resting on the right of General Stewart’s brigade,
This line of battle, with General Chalmers’ brigade in front, which mine
was to support, was formed on the brow of the hill, about 300 yards in
a southeast direction from the white house, known as Mrs. James’. That
position was retained nnder an occasional shelling, with but few casunal.
ties, until dark Tuesday evening, when,in obedience to orders from Lieu.
tenant-General Polk, the brigade was moved forward to the front line, to
relieve General Chalmers’ brigade, which had already held that position
three days and nights. Before day the brigade returned to its proper
position, and General Chalmers’ brigade resumed its place on the front
line,

During the night a general order from General Bragg was received
directing a vigorous and persistent attack at daylight by our left wing on
the right of the enemy, the whole of both lines conforming t¢ the move-
ments of the left wing, gradually wheeling and attacking the enemy as
soon as the advanee of the left wing should Justify it. Orders were
received from Lieutemant-General Polk directing me to conform the
movements of my brigade to those of General Chalmers’ brigade, always
keeping in close supporting distance— about 2,000 feet in rear—and to
support it promptly when ordered. Orders also came from M ajor-Gen-
eral Cheatham directing me to obey any orders which I might receive
from Major-General Withers, who gave me orders similar to those re.
ceived from Lieutenant-General Polk.

In obedience to the foregoing orders, I moved my brigade, except
Stanton’s regiment, forward at 100’cloek Wednesday morning, December
31 (the right being the directing regiment and the railroud the line of
direction), until it reached the front line, from which General Chalmers’
brigade had started, where it was halted until orders should be received
to advance to the support of General Chalmers. TFrom the moment I
moved from my first position in the morning until dark that night my
brigade was constantly under the fire of shot and shell from the enemy’s
batteries, and it sustained more or less loss in killed and wounded on
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every part of the field to which it was assigned for duty. Chisac ounts
to some extent for the heavy loss it sustained.

Colonel Stanton’s regiment, being a new and small one, and Laving
received its arms ouly the day before, I deemed it best to leave it in the
rear, in support of Captain Carnes’ battery, and I consequetitly gave the
requisite orders for that purpose.

The brigade bad occupied its position along the front line (behind
Chalmers’ breastworks) only a few minutes, when, General Chalwers
baving received a severe wound, his brigade was broken and the greater
part of it fell back in disorder and confusion. Under orders from Lieu.
tenant-General Polk, I immediately advanced Iny brigade to its support,
and, indeed, its relief, under a shower of shot und shell of almost every
description. During this advance my horse was shot under me, from
whieh, and another wound received at the Cowan house, he died during
theday. In advancing upon and attacking the enemy nnder such a fire,
my brigade found it impossible to preserve its alignment, because of the
walls of the burnt house known as Cowan’s and the yard and garden
fence and picketing left standing around and about it; in consequence
of which, Savage’s regiment, with three companies of Chester’s regiment,
wentto the right of the Cowanhouse,and advanced upon the enemy until
they were checked by three batteries of the enemy, with a heavy in-
fantry support, on the hiil to the right of the railroad, while the other_
two regiments (Carter’s and Moore’s), with seven companies of Chester’s
regiment, went to the left of that house through a most destrnetive
cross-fire, both of artillery and small-arms, driving the enemy and sweep-
ing everything before them until they arrived at the open field beyond
the cedar brake, in a northwest direction from the Cowan house, when,
having exhaasted their ammunition, they retired to the Wilkinson pike
in order to reform their regiments and replenish their cartridge -boxes.
The two regiments avd seven companies that went to the loft of the
Cowan house charged, drove, and pursned the enemy very rapidly, load-
ing and firing as they advanced, and did great execution.

In the charge immediately upon entering the woods after leaving the
Cowan house, we had to deplore the loss of Col. W. L., Moore, of the
Eighth Regiment Tennessce Volunteers, when the command of the Teg-
iment devolved npon the gallant Lieut. Col. John H. Anderson, who
proved himself fully equal to the responsible post he had been so sod-
denly called upon to assame. Colonel Moore's horse was killed underand
fell upon him. Disengaging himself a8 soon as possible, he advanced on
foot with his regiment only a short distance when he was shot through
the beart and instantly killed. His fate was that which, if he maust fall,
he himself would have chosen—dying -upon the field of his glory, his
regiment fighting most gallantly around him, and be himself in the full
and energetic discharge of his whole duty, without a pang and without
a struggle. In the death of Colonel Moore the serviee has lost one of
its most valuable officers, the country a devoted patriot, and the commu-
nity in which he lived an excellent and most estimable citizen.

In the charge through the cedar woods to the left of the Cowan house,
Colonel Carter’s report showa that his regiment captured seven pisces of
artillery and about 500 prisoners; Colonel Chester’s, that his regiment
captured three pieces of artillery and several hundred prisoners,* and

*As ax‘l)lauawry of the capture of the battery by the Eighth Tennessee Regiment,
commanded by Lieut. Cel. John . Anderson, ot said regiment, it may be proper, under
the circumstances, for me to say that the regiment killed the horaes when the gunners
surrendered as prisoners of war, leaving Col. [George W.] Roberts, who was pointed
2ut by one of the prisoners as their colonel in command of the brigade, dead near the
guns. I malke this statement in order that the facts may be known.—[D. 8. D.]
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Lientenant-Colonel Anderson’s, that his regiment captured six pieces of
artillery and about 400 prisovers. Itispossible that these gentlemen, with
the most honest intentions and in perfee* good faith, may have counted
some of the sawe guns as being captured by their respective regiments
but I am satisfied, upon a full conversation with them all and a know!f
edge of the ground over which they passed, and the position and move.
ments of the other troops upon the same field, that the brigade captured
at least eleven pieces of artiflery and over 1,000 prisoners.

Colonel Savage’sregiment, with three companies of Colonel Chester’s,
held, in my judgment, the critical position of that part of the field. Un.
able to advance, and determined not to retire, having received a message
from Lieutenant-General Polk that I sbould in a short time be re-enforced
aud properly supported, 1 ordered Colonel Savage to hold his position
at all hazards, ind I felt it to be my duty to remain with that part of the
brigade, holding so important and hazardous a position as that oceupied
by him. Colonel Savage, finding the line he had to defend entirely too
long for the number of men under his command, and that there was
danger of his being flanked, either to the right or left, as the one or the
other wing presented the weaker front, finally threw out the greater part
of his command as skirmishers, as well to deccive the enemy 4s to onr
strength in his rear as to protect his long line, and held his position, with
charaeteristic and most eommendable tenacity, for over three hours. At
the expiration of that time Jackson’s brigade came up to my support
but instead of going to the right of the Cowan house and to the suppori’;
of Colonel Savage, it went to the left of the house and over the ground
whick the two left regiments and seven companies of my brigade had
already gone over. After Jackson’s, General Adams’ brigade came up
te the support of Colonel Savage, when, the latter withdrawing his regi-
ment to make way for it, it attacked the enemy with spirit for a shert
time, but it was soon driven back in disorder and confusion, Colonel
Bavage’s regiment retiring with it. Subsequently, Preston’s brigade
came up to the same position, one regiment, and perhaps more, going to
the right of the Cowan house, and were repulsed, while the remainder
of the brigade went to the left of the house and over the same ground
which a part of my brigade and all of Jackson’s had already traversed.

About this time [ rejoined the two left regiments and seven companies
of my brigade drawn up in line of battle on the right of Stewart’s brigade
at thg edge of the open field, after passing throngh the cedar woods to
the right of the Wilkinson pike, Here we remained under a very heavy
fire from the enemy’s artillery, both of shell and shot, until darl, when
I withdrew my brigade about 200 yards, for the night, throwing out a
strong picket for its protection. During the night I ordered Colonel
Savage's command to rejoin the brigade, and collected all that T could
of my stragglers, and had them brought to their respective commands.

On Thursday and Friday but little was done, save to keep my men
(under an occasional shelling) in line of battle and on the alert, either
for any demonstration on the part of the enemy or any movement that
might be in the contemplation of iny commanding officers During this
interval my dead were buried, and my wounded, which had pot already
been cared for, properly attended to.

Friday afternoon, under orders from Major-General Cheatham, I moved
my brigade forward, parallel with the Wilkinson pike, about half a mile,
in order to relieve Maney’s brigade on the front line, There we remained,
with a strong picket thrown out in front, and skirmishing with the ene-
my’s pickets nearly all the while, until 1 o’clock Sunday morning, Jan-
nary 4, when, in obedience to orders from Major General Cheatham, we
took up the line of March to Shelbyville,
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The field officers—Colouels Savage, Carter, Chester, Anderson, and
Major [H 'W.] Cotter—all distinguished themselves by the coolness and
courage they displayed upou the field, and greatly contributed to the
successes achieved by their respective commands by the skill and reso-
ution with which they managed and maneavered them. Colonel Stan-
ton’s regiment was pot seriously engaged, though I do not doubt, if an
opportunity had presented itself, that both he and his men would have
fought most gallantly. Captain Carnes' battery was separated from my
brigade in consequence of the impossibility of its obtaining a suitable
position in that part of the field from which to operate, and, therefore, it
acted under other orders than my own. A report from Lieutenant L.
(.] Marshall, bherewith transmitted, will show its operations.

e have to mourn the loss of many gallant officers and brave men, who
fell in the faithful dischbarge of their duty on the field of battle. Capt.
L. N. Savage, acting lientenant-colonel, and Captain {J. J.] Womack,
acting major of the Sixteenth Regiment, most efficient officers, were
severely, if not mortally, wounded, and Captain [D. C.] Spurloék, of the
same regiment, an excellent officer and most estimable gentleman, was
killed. Capt. B. H. Holland, of the Thirty-eighth Regiment, was killed
while gallantly bearing the colors of his regiment, and Acting Lieut. Col,
R. A. Burford, of the Fifty first, was wounded. These are but a part
of those who were either killed or wounded, but I must refer for further
details to the regimental reports, which I herewith transmit and beg to
make a part of my own. The Eighth Regiment lost most heavily both
in officers and men. In Company D, the gallant Captain [M. C.] Shook
was killed, and the lists show that out of 12 commissioned and non-
cominissioned officers and 62 men who went into the fight only 1 corpo-
ral and 20 men escaped. Other companies suffered almost as heavily.

Of the general conduct of the officers and men of the brigade, I find
it difficult to employ terms of too high commendation. Cool, brave, and
prompt in obeying every command upon the battle-field, they exhibited,
during the week of hardshipa they were called upon to endure before
Murfreesborough, a patience, fortitnde, and cheerfulness worthy of the
highest praise. The long list of killed and wounded, herewith trans.
mitted, is a sad but a glorious testimony uot onty to their gallantry and
courage, but also to their patriotic devotion to their country and its
righteous cause. Entering the field with only about 1,400 men, I have
to deplore a loss of 691 in killed, wounded, and missing, with oniy 19
missing, and a majority, if not all, of those prisoners of war.

I cannot conclude this report without expressing my appreciation of
the services of my staff. T was attended on the battle-field by the fol-
lowing staff officers: Capt. John Bradford, my brigade inspector, acting
as assistant adjutant-general; James H. Wilkes, my clerk, acting as
atde-de-camp, my assistant adjutant-general, Maj. James G. Martin, and
Lieut. Bamue] Donelson, my aide-de-camp, being absent on leave. My
volunteer aides-de-camp were Capt. J. L. Rice, formerly of Colonel Bat-
tle's [Twentieth Tennessee] regiment ; Col. Granville Lewis, of Texas,
and Henry Lindsley, of Lebanon, Tenn. I feel that I am doing but
sheer justice to express my entire satisfaction with the conduct of every
member of my staff, for they rendered efficient services in carrying orders
with promptness in the hottest of the conflict, particularly to that part
of the field, on the right of my brigade, which the enemy was attempting
to turn during the entire day, but where be was gallantly repulsed by
the determined bravery of my troops. Mr. Lindsley bad his horse killed
by a caunon ball early in the action, and was so severely wounded him-
self that he had to retire from the field during the remainder of the
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battle. My elerk (Wilkes) had his horse killed late in the afternoon
near the Cowan house. 1t is but right that I should say that Colonel
Lewis the previous day had ¢btained a musket, and was fully equippeq
to take the field in the ranks of Captain [W. G.} Burford’s company of
Eighth [Tennessee] Regiment, when, being informed of this faet, I in.
vited him to take a position with me as volunteer aide, whick he readily
assented to do, and conducted himself with great coolness and deter.
mined bravery. Ibave referred to Captain Rice as g relieved officer. ]
feel, from his efficient services rendered in this battle, and my knowledge
of him as a man aud an officer, that 1 am doing but simple justiee to him,
and a benefit to the cause and service, in recommending that Captain
Rice be given a command at the earliest practicable period, knowing him
t0 be qualified iu an eminent degree to fill a high position.

Accompanying this you will find an accurate list of both officers ang
men killed, wornded, and missing in my command.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

D. 8. DONELSON,

Brigadier-General, Comdg. First Brigade, Cheatham’s Diviston.

Maj. JOHN INGRAM,
Assigtant Adjutani-General.

No. 195.
Report of Iieut. Col. John H. Anderson, Eighth Tennessee Infantry.

CAMP NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN,,
January 12, 1863,

GENERAL: Below you will please find a report of the part taken by
the Eighth [Tennessee] Regiment in the late action before Murirees.
borough :

On the morning of December 29, the regiment was ordered into line
of battlee. We were placed in line of battle in an old field on the west
side of Stone’s River, my left resting on the left of the Wilkinsgon tarn-
pike road, in which position we remained, subjected during the time to
heavy cannonade of shells, which did but little or no harm, until Wed-
nesday morning, the 31st, at which time I received orders to hold my
regiment in readiness to move forward at a momeunt's notice to the sup-
port of Brigadier-General Chalmers’ brigade, which was in our front.
At about 10 o’clock our brigade was ordered forward. The Eighth moved
off promptly at the command, under a very heavy cannonade of shot and
shell. When we had arrived at the position formerly occupied by Gen-
eral Chalmers’ Lrigade, we were ordered to halt and lie down behind
the little fortification coustructed by his brigade of logs and rails. We
remained in this position about twenty minutes under a perfect atorm
of shot and shell, causing considerable mortality in my regiment. In
this position we lost 15 or 20 men killed and wounded. It soon became
apparent to every one that Chalmers’ brigade was giving way, for it was
with great difficulty that 1 could keep his men from running over my
men; they came running back in sguads and companies, and 1 am satis-
fied that before we left this position that at least two-thirds of the regi-
ment that bad formerly occupied the position we were in had returned.
We were then ordered forward to the charge, which was responded to
by the Eighth Regiment with a yell, the gallant Oolonel Moore leading.
We moved forward at a donble-quick, under a perfect hatl of shot, shell,
and grape, when we arrived at the burnt brick honse. The regiment
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was thrown into some confusion, caused by the house and sowe picket
fence and a portion of Chalmers’ men that bad remained beliind the hoase,
there being several fences and the house and a portion of Chalimers’ men
that were in the way, eausing some four of the companies ou the right of
the regiment to pass around and through the best way they conld. At
this juncture the enemy in our front opened a terrible fire upon us with
small-arms, at a distanee of about 75 or 100 yards. Such afire { do not
suppose men were ever before subjected to. At this point the colonel’s
horse fell, and 1 supposed that he bimself was either killed or wonnded.
Seeing the condition in which the regiment was placed, with a powerful
enemy in our front and on the right and left—for at this time we were
then in front of the balance of the brigade, and the enemy were cross-
firing me right and left-—and seeing so many of my wen falling around
me, [ ordered them forward at a double-quick with fixed bayonets.
The gallant Eighth responded with a shout, and leaped forward like men
bent on conquering or dying in the attempt. When we had advanced
about 50 or 60 yards, and were just entering the woeds in our front, the
colonel came up with sword in hand. He was not killed or wounded,
as L expected; it was only his horse. He had just reached the regiment
again, and was urging them forward, when he fell, dead, shot through
the heart with a minie ball. The enemy in our front contested stub-
boraly, and those on our right and left continued to pour a deadly fire
into us. The enemy’s first line gave way before my men; their second
was brought forward, but conld not stand the impetuosity of our charge,
and they gave way. At this point it was reported to me that the enemy
wag trying to get away some artillery on my left. Iimmediately changed
direction to the left, and charged them and captured their guns (three at
one place), and went 50 yards below. We captured one more by shoot-
ing down their horses and stopped the piece. 1 also captured at this
point about 400 prisoners belonging to the artillery and infantry, and
we killed Colonei [George W.] Roberts, who was commanding the bri-
gade, as stated to me by the prisoners.

Through the bloody charge I lost many gallant officers and men killed
and wonnded. The enemy in the woods in wy front having come to
4 halt, and pouring a galling fire into us, I ordered the men forward
again at a double-quick ; they responded with a shout, and moved for-
ward upon the eremy. At this point I was joined by the colors and
about 100 men of the Fifty-first Regiment, whe came in on my left. I
ordered them forward with my men, which orders they obeyed promptly.
We charged the enemy in his position in the woods, under a perfect
storm of bullets, and drove him before us.

About this time I was joined by Colonel Chester in person. We then
continned driving the enemy before us, when it was reported to me that
they were trying to flank me on my right. 1 then changed direction to
the right, and moved forward upon him, and struck his flank and rear,
in which position I halted and gave Lim a deadly fire, being too weak
in strength to close in behind him. About this time [ heard a heavy
fire to right, in front of the enemy, whose flank I was upon. I sent an
officer forward to see what it was, and, if it was our force, which 1 felt
coufident it was, to inform the commander of my position, that he might
not fire into e, and also to tell the eommander to charge them st a
double-quick and drive them by me, that I might shoot them down,
which he did in gallant style; still, when he came up, it proved to be the
Nineteenth Tennessee Regiment. I then formed on liis left, and moved
forward to the point, driving the enemy before us. [t was then reported
to me that the enemy was flanking me on myleft. 1immediately changed
direction to the left and moved upon bim, when he gave way and fled
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Just as we entered the woods, Captain [T. C.] Campbell was shot throngh
the head and killed. Captain [J, A.H Russell was wounded through
the thigh,and Lientenant [G. C.] Howard, commanding Company @G,
wounded severely through the apper portion of the left lung. Captain
James F.] Franklin was so severely shocked with a bomb as to cause

lood to tlow freely from his mouth, nose, and ears. Several of the men
were wounded here. 'We continued to advance on the enemy, who at
this time was in full retreat. We continued to follow and fire on them
for a long distance through the woods, taking three canpon and severa)
hundred prisoners, sending to the rear at one time, by my adjutant(R, A,
Connally),153, among them a lisutenant and 2 surgeons. We continued
the pursuit entil late in the evenin g, when the engagement terminated,

1 went into action witk 20 officers, and 8 of them were killed and
wonnded.

R. T. McKnight, who was first lientenant in Oompany F [ELbefore
the reorganization of the regiment, and who has remained with the regi-
ment since, as an independent, did good service as first lieutenant of
Company F, bearing himself gallantly through the whole fight.

My color-sergeant (W. M. Bland), though wounded early in the action,
continued to bear the colors most gallantly through the entire day.

After the fall of Lieutenant Burford, acting lientenant-colonel, I had
to rely entirely on my adjutant (R. A. Connally)for assistance, which he
rengdered most efficiently.

When the officers and men all did their duty so well it would be in-
vidious to discriminate.

I went into the fight with 270 men, and lost, in killed, wounded, and
wmissing, 76.

Al of which is respectfully submitted.

JNO. CHESTER,
Commanding Fifty-first Tennessee Regimend,
Maj. J. G. MARTIN,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 199.

Report of Col. 8. 8. Stanton, Eighty-fourth Tennessee Infantry.

CAMP NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN.,
. January 13, 1863.

The Bighty-fourth Tennessee Regiment, having been raised last fall
and kept at MeMinaville until a few days before the battle of Murfrees.
borough, never drew arms until Monday evening, December 20—two
days before the fight. This regiment not baving been drilled in the
manual of arms (leading, &c.), and deeming this part of the drill as
most important at that particular crigis, I drilled the regiment all day
Tuesday on the field, under the enemy’s shells, and likewise Wednes
day morning, until the battle opened regularly, when we were ordered
to move forward with General Donelson’s brigade, and did so, and re
mained with his brigade until the aforesaid charge was made. We
woved off on the left of Colonel Savage’s regiment, after it bad advanced
to the point formerly oceupied by our front line. Prior to this time my
regiment had been formed to support Captain Carnes’ battery, but were
moved forward to the above named point by orders from General Polk.
When the balance of General Donelson’s [brigade] moved or charged the
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enewy, my regiment was ordered to remain at the point last occupied
by the brigade, and to guard Captain Carnes’ battery. This battery,
however, was moved off 1o the right, and the Washington Battery was
located immediately on our left, and did good svrvice, while we staid
and guarded it all the while, nntil the troops engaging the enemy in
our front were driven back to our rear, and while there, reforming their
lines, orders cawe for all troops at that point to advance upon the ene-
my’s batteries, to the right of the brick house, near the railroad and
turnpike. Having my men already formmed, I moved them off some 500
yards to the front, and halted at the bend of the river, behind a bunch
of woods on a bluff immediately on the right of the railroad. Colonel
Savage soon rallied bis regiment, which necessarily lad made a gal-
lant charge, but had fallen back with mach loss, and often [after] having
reformed his lines, he and the Twentieth Tennessee came to our sap-
port, and formed near us. We all remained there, waiting for orders,
and for another support, necessary to have charged the battery, but
got neither support nor orders.

Night came on, and all was still. My men having no blankets, I
muved them back to a point where we could make fires, and on the
following morning went forward again to my former positiou, near the
brick house, and then reported to Generals Donelsor and Polk. The
former ordered me to remain there during the day. However, I was
ordered to take the regiment, aud go to the brick house, and tear down
the fepcing thereabouts. We did this, aud were shelled there while at
work ; only got 2 men wounded, however. Having completed this work

- and marched the men back to said poins near the woediand bluff,  was

ordered to the rear, under arrest, on account of a personal difficulty or
fight with a stafl’ officer, and, therefore, was not with the regiment any
more until their arrival at Shelbyville.

It is due my regiment that 1 should state that they showed marked
coolness and courage all the while, as they were under heavy shelling
for a great portion of three days, and showed no fear or excitement,
They kept good order and never scattered, but, on the contrary, some
40 of my men came up from McMinuville, and got arts and accouter-
wents, and came to us in the hottest time of the fight, and while we
were under heavy shelling in the open field at an advanced position,
however, by lying down. None of our men scattered on our retreat,

The two wounded were George Cook, sergeant Company B, and
Thowas Martin, private, Company E, slight wound.*

Respectfully,
3. 8. STANTON,
Colonel Kighty-fourth Tennessee Regiment.

No. 200.
Report of Liewt. L. G. Marshall, Carnes’ (Tennessee) batt ry.

NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN., January 15, 1863,
Major: After occupying a position in rear of General Donelson's
brigade for two days—December 9 and 30—on the reserve, Captain
Carnes was ordered about noon, on December 31, to move his battery
forward, in support of the right wing of onr brigade, especially the brave

*Revised atatements make no mentiop of these casuslties
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Sixtesnth Tennessee. The battery accordingly took position on the
right of the Nashville road, about three-fourths of a mile in advance of
its former position, and near the river. Here we halted about an hour,
during which we lost 1 man killed and 2 horses withuut opening fire,
The battery was then ordered to advance, in order the better to return
the enemy’s fire. We therefore proceeded up the road about 200 yards,
wheu we were met by our forces, making a slight retrograde movement,
and the battery was compelled to take its {ormer position, nearly. Here
we immediately went into battery and fired a few rounds, by order of
Gencral Breckinridge, to assist in steadying our own troops, though nag
baving a very fair shot at the enemy. Late in the evening the battery
was ordered to cross over. to the Wilkinson road, and finally to its old
position near the railroad bridge for the night.

On the next day, the 1st instant, we were ordered to oceupy a position
in line with four or five other batteries on the high ground to the left of
the Nashville road, and about the same distance in front as our position
the day before. We here fortified our guns as well as circumstances
permitted, but did not return the few shots the enemy gave us in this
position.

During the evening Captain Carnes, by order, took our two howitzers
overto the blufl, on the right of the railroad and pike, near the river, and
opened what we afterward learned to be a very destructive fire upon the
enemy, compelling them to retire and change their position. The enemy
did not reply with artillery, and our immediate front was cleared of his
sharpshooters.

The pextday, the 2d instant, our whole battery (also {Capt. T.J J Stun-
ford’s and [M.] Smith’s) took position in line on the same bluff. To our
left, across the Nashville road, were 5“’. L.] Scott’s and {F. H.] Robert-
son’s batteries. We all opened simultaneously to clear our front of the
enemy’s sharpshooters, who had reoccupied the woods along our front
during the night. The enemy replied by several batteries, two of which
were composed of rifled guns. The firing continned about twenty min-
utes. Our eaissons, under commund of Lieutenant [James M.| Cockrill,
were then ordered up to replenish our ammunition chests. Two similar
artitlery contlicts took place during the day, our caissons being brought
np each time to supply our limbers. The caissons were held under such
cover as the ground allowed, about 300 yards in the rear,

During the evening Captain Carnes took our two howitzers to the right
of our line of batteries, very near the river, and effectually cleared the
woods of the enemy in front of our right. At night the battery was
ordered back to the rifie-trench running across the field, 200 or 300 yards
in rear of the burnt brick house, and supported by General Maney's
brigade.

At daylight on the morning of the 3d instant our battery took the same
pesition by itself on the bluff, instructed oot to reply to the enemy’s ar-
tillery, Lut to repel any advauce of the enemy’a infantry or sharpshoot-
ers. We immediately opeved a brisk fire upon the enemy’s skirinishers,
who had again ¢ecupied the woods in our front. We soon cleared the

woods of the encmy, though supported, as usual, by their artillery.

Late in the evening the enemy opened a powerful fire of his artillery
upon our position, attracted, probably, by the appearance of a regiment
goiug to relieve our pickets in the woods. We lost at this time 1 man
killed and 4 wounded. About 7 p. tn. we were ordered to return to our
old camp, near town.

Our battery had thus stood at strict attention for seven days, daring
which the harness had not been taken from the horses. Our men be-
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haved with fir i i i
Dared qumlrinﬂrézssithmughout, and handled their guns with admirable
Git]orp]. Martin Armstrong, missing, heard of at home since, near Tracy

¥
ice‘:;ﬁemb‘t‘i horses killed. Three caisson wheels were rendered nnsery-

We fired in all between 300 and 350 rounds. The battery wa ‘
olce on Weduefsda,y, ouce ou Thursday, four times on Frihda‘y,sai?dg %ﬁ?:g
on Saturday—in all seven times. We used almost entirely spherical
case and canister, and in every case so far successful as to have the eflect
intended. The fuses operated in accordance with the tables, as we had
taught the gunners. We used ouly the Bormann fuse. As to the adjust-
able sights, we could muke little or no use of them, though we ascer-
tained nothing against their character for very long rangest-’ but on the
occasion uuf_ler discussion our chiefs of pieces much preferr,ed to watch -
the effect of their shots, and reguiate the elevation accordingly.

) L. G, MARSHALL,
Lieutenant, Commanding Capt. W. W. Carnes Battery.

No. 201.

Report of Brig. Qen. Alexander P. Stewart, C. 8. Army, commanding
Second Brigade. '

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BrIGADE, FIrsT Division,
Porx’s COrPs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Jenuary 13, 1963
SIR: I have the honor to submit the followin ’ ‘
2 1h: I to g report of the part tak
g_guttl;lb Lb(:ug;ad«a in the mlﬁtarg’ operations in front of Murfree%boroug%n
- Commmencing on Monday, December 2 2, a i '
Sﬂ%]d a:v, Tanmans s 103 ¥ ember 29, 1862, and closing on
he brigade was composed of the Fourth and Fif i
th Tenn i -
Inents, amalgamated and commanded by Col. O. ¥, Stra-hl'eﬁlslge'l'f\?veegxi-
ty-fourth Tennessee Regiment, Col. H, L. W, Bratton ; the’Thirty-ﬁfst
gnd‘Thw‘t‘y—Ehu‘d Tennessee Regiments, amalgamated and commanded
vgl (JSJI. E. E. ’I:u-nsﬂ; the Nineteenth Tennessee Eegiment, Col. F. M
r;e[:\.tlslxer, ailxldl (.;a.pg.. T. J. Stanford’s Mississippi battery, ’VVe str.uck-
‘nis, packed up baggage, and sent the we
ni%ht, phcked up 28.gg e, eut the wagons to the rear on Sunday
arly Monday morning we crossed Stone’s Riv i
[ _ er and formed
?}Lttle on its north bank, being on the left of Donelson and rilgllzllte gg
“fm_ﬁ?y,‘the right of the brigade being some distance on the left of the
5 : insen pike. An open country lay in front of the line excepting on
R Ob left, where Walker’s regiment was covered by the open ,forest. From
& '_tc.) 1,000 yards in front of us lay the first line, Major-General Withers’
1vision, our division forming the second and supporting line. Nothing
Of({;pf?l(‘,lﬂ.l :lnterest oceurred on Monday, - o °
1 Tuesday morning a few shells from the enemy r
s ; : ¥ passed over and ne:
us, xv?undiug one man in Bratton’s regiment, and late in the e\f}:;:fu&;
we were under a heavy artillery fire for some half hour or more, but
mthoqt injury. In the_ course of the afternoon ot Tuesday an ozfﬁcer
came from Colonel Manigault, of the Tenth Sounth Caroling, who com-

“Nominal list showa 2 men killed and 4 wounded.
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that position we had several

o e : I rai men wounded. The com

b ;Oii:; gownhin order to protect themselves as m[;:l:lg.swag h'gi‘e
peninat ¢ They en ading fire from the right by one of the g om0 N
e th_le%'lment, then commanded by Col. C. S. Hu r;em:\* .
tho taft oo frolstp ace by General Maney to move off by -the- left 15 : l‘c‘ t
i ey and fro l.lk, on an angle of about 35° from the original ara kg
woods, s th rLe te]f and down a ravine, 50 as to gain thi righlgdor? ltIgL
Foroaed 8 e rere tgn ordered by the left flank into the woods, and th o
ordoeed tore of a:A ff perpendicular to the original line. WB’WL‘I‘B them
o o orvand.. o er'havmg gone about 400 yards, we were halted i
Bore oot sovon. & ;II Ee&r some ouf-buildings. Our lines were rak d
200, anatecrri tg& y s_hot and shell from one battery on our ri e
e ther. dna a little to the left of our right. Here wr g
thaiwed fo | theown_. Believing the battery on our right to b: ours.
tion prs of th Sx:glment were ordered forward to attract thei tten.
{lon I’lt nereL é)ced torflf' M. C. Hooks, Company E, Ninth Tennesalgeag:n-
e r(;upou o | e front and placed his colors oa the top of 1§
the colermorme ba % on the right fired at it and strock the cri?) hear
Battery whigh e e were then convinced as to the characte: tl'l the
ey 3 seve:a i | eptdpourmg a heavy fire upon us. Here wln;(;o t'th 36
Trby, thea comma,ndo'nn ed. Among the killed was Lieutenant W %
worr then commal fmg Companjj D, Ninth Tennessee Regiment 'W-]
ceoding abo 60?) 305ward, bearing slightly to the right. Afuer .
onomy e o 801 '311 Tds to the fence of a third field, beyond whichpt?.
s continual% ¥ izassed in the cedars, with their batteries playi .
Hoay retm s %, we were halted, and fired one round at 1:hep o
why retorn L%eutgn ;‘:,t kglmg and wounding several of our mien ea,]ﬁ?ﬁvl
Reghnont - ans Lieute { .J.]I‘Bucey, of Company A, Ninth Te;mes .
the ooy nd o nant g) J.] Gilliam, also of Company A gee
Captain [ B }%cctl)mp?lny , Ninth Tennessee Regiment, ki{led’ a u{;
woptain [ W.e o ?lrlla, an, Company G, Sixth Tennessee Regim nt
Fon and thewe 1 eed en or(_iered. by Col. C.8. Hurt to our formg oy
of bt fos ore Tf on a lu;xe with Smith’s battery, 100 yards ir Frear
woods we were égaintg;ﬁgghfgrg?ﬁry h;d i ﬂ;e the fo fm?nrfl?;
o £ ) and contin
pig et.o tﬁ‘; rﬂ%vtg,wuelxl-mh wle reached a cedar glade l;l:;rlofl(:i t:]lfef%!i]ltﬂibw-
The 08t e ﬁre tg—ted, being partially sheltered by the trees ?rson
the forest i evers g_o f_hot and sheil I ever saw, completely riddl'om
fhuudor of aen 1re;c'i ion. We were again ordered forward amid :ll:lxg
Jaavoh to g é'v and the crash of falling timber, and conti 1 d o
et o the resrtie dImnl we arrived at the south side ofa field ch!:;le hy
bite of aehich rested upon the Nashville pike, and there Lalced it then
Leastly ey boz?:]i 3 o’clock in the evening, and the enewmy b ing
Beid, (Ve re ot ];u men and artillery on the opposite sidnyofe}.l.;g
Fhen e orderedetl:g fgﬁt;'l ml]{e following morning about 7 6’010&1;8
howl%lr our position ack 100 yards into the cedar glade and

6 remained here until the eveni
contiy Mned her ening of January 2 i
Toau ;‘idt;l;g'xgﬁl;m(gi with the enemy all the tim{a 555333&:;?‘1;13 5 .ull)l Y
dwelling, - hed Ee to the ng];t, and placed in o field nea:r C e ’t
origingline I thex Eydmormn g before day we were ordered ba,ekotwan r
g then e I i incb ar glade, where we remained until the eva ot_our
" Darv S o g ! g Cntbants
! 3 am i :
ecoming coolness and courage that has eve;n tﬁidgeggﬁg;:eg%régag
P
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invincible. Among afe
M. C. Hooks and Private Robert
nessee, who was seriously wounded at ;
a severe wound through his lungs, and was found among the foremost
at Murfreesborough during a
his body. Be it said to thebonor of
Tennessee
perfect good order.
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w names that stand conspicuous are Gg_l_or-Sergt.
T:] Bond, of Company E, Ninth Ten:
Shiloh, and at Perryville received

1 the exposare with & bullet-hole thm}lgh
the conseripts of Company T, Ninth
Regiment, they stood to & man, advancing and retreating in

Respectfully subwitted.
JNO. L. HARRIS,

Major, Comdg. Sizth and Ninth (consolidated) Tenn. Regts,
Capt. THOMAS H. MALONE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 211
Reports of Ticut, Willsam B. Twrner, Smitl's Mississippi battery.

SHELBYVILLE, TENK., January 14, 1863.

MaJOR: In accordance with Special Orders, No. 2, issued from head-
quarters artillery, Polk’s corps, Army of Tennessee, 1 have the honor o
roport that at the battle of Stone’s River the company sustained a loss
of 1 private killed (Henry Sellers) and 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, and 2 pri-
vates wounded, 4 horses killed and 6 wounded. No damage done to

carriages or calssons.

The battery was engage
altimo, with the batteries of
aging about half an hour to each epgagement.

We were engaged some six times on Friday, 2d instant, We drove
back @ line of infantry on Wednesday, and on Friday, in conjunction
with Osrnes’ and Stanford’s batteries, were engaged with several of the
enemy’s batteries, and drove back a colunn ot their infantry. The effect
of our two light 12-pounders was particularly noticeable. That eveping
after snndown, Captain Stanford, acting chief of artillery, seeing a line

of the enemy’s infantry approaching, ordered me to open fire, which I
did upon them with my {wo light 12-pounder guns, firing several rounds
and repulsing the enemy. We fired during the two days we were eu-

ell, spherical case, and

gaged some 800 rounds, composed of solid shot, sh
caniater. We noticed nothing inefficient in regard to the projectiles of

fhe Bormann fuses. We were compelled touse & few of the paper fuses.
They proved ineficient, not preserving the range. We never used our
adjustable sights, it not being uecessary.

Very respectfuily,

d four different times on Wednesday, 318t
the enemy and firing on their infantry, aver-

WM. B. TURNER,
Lieutenant, Commanding Light Battery.

Maj. M. Satra,

Chief of Artillery, 15t Dhiv., Polk's Corps, Army of Tennessee.

JANUARY 20, 1863.

In accordance with special orders issue
Lonor to submit the following report of

d from headquaiters, I have the
the action of Smith’s battery
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during the engagements before Murfreesborough, Tenn., from Decem.
ber 29, 1862, to January 3, 1863, both inclusive :

On the 20th, the battery was ordered to take a position on Stone’s
River, about 24 miles from Muarfreesborough, on the left wing, and lay
in position until late in the evening, when it was ordered to take another
position about three-fourths of a mile farther down on the left, In
that position it remained until about sunset, when I was ordered to re-
turn and park my battery for the night near the first-named position.
The battery was not engaged during the day, and did not fire a single
shot.

On the 30th, I was ordered to cross Stone’s River and take a position in
rear of your brigade, which Tdid. Daring this day the battery was not
engaged, though exposed to heavy shelliug from the enemy’s gans.
In this position the battery remained until late in the evening, when I
was ordered to return and park my battery for the might in the same
place it occupied on thie night of December 29.

On the 31st, I was ordered to cross Stone’s River and take a position
about half a mile from said river, which was done, and the battery went
into action, firing a few rounds, From thence I was ordered about half
a mile farther onward, to take another position. At this point the bat-
tery went into action a second time, firing upon one of the enemy’s bat-
teries, as well as npon their infantry. In this second engagement the
battery fired about 200 rounds, and was engaged about forty minntes;
Suceeeded in silencing the enemy’s battery, as well as drivin g back their
iufantry. The enemy’s battery having ceased firing, and their infantry
having fallen back, I was ordered to advapce farther onward and take
& position near the one occupied by the enemy’s battery, which had been
captured during the secoud engagement. In this position the battery
remained until late in the evening, when I was ordered to another posi-
tion to the right of the one last oceupied, and at this point the battery
was engaged about twenty minates, firing several rounds. I then parked
it near by for the night.

On the morning of January 1, I was ordered with my battery to take
4 position near the oue last held the evening before, which was done.
The battery lay in this position during the whole day without being
engaged. On the night of Januvary 1, it was parked in the same place,
and the men, according to orders, weut to building fortifications, which
occupied them until a Iate hour.

At 2 o’clock in the morning of Jannary 2, the battery was ordered to
the right of the Nushville pike, to take a position on Stone’s River, which
was done, and during the day it was engaged six times, averaging about
a half hour to each engagement. In the action of this day the battery
succeeded twice (in connection with those of Carnes, Stanford, and Scott)
in driving back a colnmn of the enemy’s infantry. The effect of our two
12-pounder Napoleon guns was noticed partieularly during the whole
day, and late in the evening they sacceeded of themselves in driving
back a colwinu of the encmy’s intantry. Some time after dark I was
ordered back across the pike, and parked my battery for the night.

On Januvary 3, I was ordered with my battery to the left on the Wil-
kinson pike, and lay in pesition during the whole day without being
engaged. In the cvening of this day I was ordered to camp about 2
miles from Murfreesborougl, on the Shelbyville pike, and there parked
my battery until the evening of the 4th, when I was ordered to proceed
on toward Shelbyville,

The commander takes great pleasure to include in this report that
his men remained steadily at their posts, filling their respective duties

S ik S
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during the hottest part of the engagewment, and acted iu every respeet
commendable as soldiers, )

The list of casualtics were 1 killed and 4 slightly wounded; alse 8
horses killed and lost.

Respectfully snbmitted.
Wi. B. TURNER,

Lieutenant, Commanding Smith's Battery Light Artillery,

Capt. Taomas H. MALONE,
A.A.@G., Maney's Brig., Cheatham’s Div., Polk’s Corps, Ariny of Tenn.

No. 212,

Report of Col. A. J. Vaughan, jr., Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry, com-
manding Fourth Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
Porr’s CorPS, ARMY OF TEKNESSEE,
Camp near Shelbyrille, January 9, 1863,

CapTAIN: T have the honor to submit an official report of the action
of the Fourth Brigade, First Division, Polk’s corps, Army of Tennes-
see, in the battle before Murfreesborough, temporarily under my com-
mand, during the engagement of Decewmber 31, [1862,} and the prelimi-
nary skirmish of the day before. ]

The brigade consisted of the One hundred and fity-fourth Senior Ten-
nessee Regiment, Lieat. Col. M. Magevuey, jr.; Thirteenth Tennessee
Regiment, Licut. Col. W. E. Morgan ; Twelfth Tenncssee Regiment,
Maj. J. N. Wyatt; Forty-seventh Teonessee Volunteers, Capt. W. M,
Watkins ; Ninth Texas Infantry, Col. W. H. Young; Twenty-ninth Ten-
nessee Volunteers, Maj. J. B. Johnson; Capt. P. T, Allin’s company of
sharpshooters; Lieut. J. . J. Creighton, and the light battery of Capt.
W. L. Scott. Oar line was formed, with the left resting on the Triune
road, 300 yards in rear of Loomis’ brigade, not far behind Smith’s house.
The One hundred and fifty-fourth Senior Tennessee Regiment, being
etached to the support of Robertson’s battery, occupied a position near
the front line, with its right resting on the same road and opposite the
house before named.

About 3 o’clock in the afternoon of the 30th, skirmishing, which had
been going on between the pickets along the whole line, was enteyed into
with great warmth in my front, and a battery of the enemy, which had
been posted on an advantageous spot, opened upon the woods in which
wy command was in line, shelling it with great fury and wounding some
of my officers and men, at the same time engaging Robertson’s battery
in an artillery duel of terrible severity. At one time this battery was
threatened with an impetuous charge by the enemy, when the One han-
dred and fifty-fourth Senior Tennessee Regiment, in support, rushed
forward, resisting with great gallantry the attempt, losing 1n killed and
wounded several of its officers and men. After a shelling, about dark,
of the camp fires of this regiment by the cuemy, the contest closed for
the day, aud we rested opon our arms for the night. .

At daylight the next morning the battle opened, and hefore sunrise I
received information that the front line needed immediate support, and
moved my command forward. The Ninth Texas Regiment, Lhaving been
for safety rested abount 100 yards in rear of its position in alignment,
was unable, because of that fact and the want of room betwee ) the
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range late in the evening, being beyond my rauge. I withdrew my
battery from its position, and ascertained orders had already been sent,
for me to retire, which 1 had not received.
Respectfully submitted,
W. L. SCOTT,
Captain, Commanding Light Baltery.
Brig. Gen. PRESTON SyiTn,
Comdg. Fourth Brigade, Cheathan’s Division, Polk’s Covps.

No. 218,
Report of Lieut. W. M. Polk, Scott’s Tenncesee hattery.

JANUARY 20, 1863,

In accordance with orders received, I make the followin g report of the
part taken by Scott's battery in the battle of Stone's River, and of the
effect and efficiency of the different kinds of projectites nsed :

The battery crossed Stone’s River Mouday morning and took a posi-
tion on the river, near the Trinne road and in rear of our brigade. Wae
remained with the brigade uutil Wednesday morning, not having done
any firing up tothat time. We were separated from the brigade on that
morning, Captain Scott being ordered to hold the battery in reserve on
the Triune road.

The battery remained on the Triune road until Thursday morning,
when we received an order to take position at the breastworks between
the Wilkinson and Nashville pikes, where we remained until Friday
morning, not having fired a shot up to that time. The battery was then
ordered to take a position about 400 or 500 yards iu front of the breagt-
works between the railroad and Nashville pike, Captains Stanford’s and
‘Carnes’ and Lieutenant Turner’s batteries being on our right beyond
the railroad, and Captain Robertson’s battery being on our left bovond
the pike. After being in that pusition abont fifteen minntes, the enemy’s
infantry commenced an advance, when we opened on them with spheri-
cal case and shell at three seconds time. The cnemy, after a littls, fell
back, upon whick we increased our range and time, and continued the
firing until they were beyond our range. Two of the enemy’s batteries
were advancing with their line of infantry, both of which returned our
fire, but both ceased firing when their line of infantry retired. One of
the batteries fell back with the line, the other remained in its position,
having, as we afterward iearned from our skirmishers, one of its picees
disabled. It, however, fell back after we ceased firing. Assoon as the
enemy’s line commenced falling back, they opened fire.on us with two
rifle batteries, which were bevond our range. Having received an order
to cease firing, we did so, and 1all back about 50 vards, under cover of
a little rise in the ground. The batteries of the enemy ceased firing
soon after we did. lo this engagement we lost 1 man killed, About
2 o'clock we shelled the enemy’s skirmishers out of a skirt of timber
about 250 yards in our front, from which they had driven our skir-
mishers. Their batteries replied, but did us no harm. That evening
we fired a few spherical case at the enemy’s hue, s of which burst
short, they beiug beyond our range. We then retired to the breast-
works for the night.

The nexv morning we took the position we had ocenpied the day pre-
vious, and shelled the enemy’s skirmishers out of the skirt of woods |

Char. XXXIL| THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 153
mentioned before. The enemy’s batteries did not reply. From that
time until late that evening we occupied the position quietly.

About 4 ’clock Saturday evening the enewy opened a well-directed
fire upon us with three batteries, all of which were beyond our range.
The battery fell back inside of our intrencliments, and Captain Scott
reported to General Cheatham, when he ordered him to bring the bat-
tery to kis headquarters, where we remained until 2 o’clock that vight,
when Captain Scott was ordered to cross the river and join the rest of
the division, whick was on its way to this point.

During the various engngements of the battery we uscd the peudulum
kaasses with tolerable satisfaction. Tbhe most of our shrapuel and sheil
did very well. Our friction-primers also did very well. My experience
in regard to the table of ranges used by us, which is the one found in the
instruction for field artillery, is that it does pot answer as well as it
should, from the fact that the powder for whichk it was prepared i3 so
much superior to ours.

During the various engagements of the battery we had 1 man killed,
1 slightly wounded, and 1 maun’s leg broken by being run over by one of
the guns. No horses were lust and the carriages were not damaged. We
fired between 200 and 250 rounds, principally spherical case. Killed,
Sergt. A. L. Townsend; wounded, W, McRea; missing, none.

Respectfully submitted.

W. M. POLEK,

First Lieutenant, Commanding Scott’s Battery.
Maj, M. SyiTH.

No. 219.

Report of Maj. Gen. Jones M. Withers, 0. 8. Army, commanding Second
Division.

Hpqrs. WITHERS' DIv., POLK’S CORPS, ARMY OF TENN.,
Shelbyville, Tenn., May 20, 1863,

Major: This division took pesition in line of battle in frout of Mur-
freesborough and Stone's River on the morning of Pecember 28, 1862,
as directed in “ Memoranda for general and staff officers,” issued from
beadquarters of the army. The brigade of Brig. Gen. James R. Chal-
mers was placed, with its right resting on Stone’s River and extending
in a direction west of south, nearly across the open field toward the
Wilkinson pike; Walthal’s brigade, in commaud of Brig. Gen. {J.]
Patton Anderson (by whose name it will be designated in this report),
was placed next; and Anderson’s brigade, under Col. A. M, Maniganlt,
of the Tenth South Carolina Regiment, was placed next, and on the left
of the line then formed. That night Deas’ brigade, under Col. J. Q.
Loomis, of the Twenty-fifth Alabamsa Regiment, arrived from outpost
aud was placed on Maniganit’s left, extending the line to the Franklin
or Triune road. This was the front center divisien of the line of battle,
the division of Major-General Breckinridge being on the right, its left
flank resting ou the east bank of the river and to she rear of Chalmers’
right, and the division of Major-General McCown being on the west side
of the Franklin road, with its right some distance in advance of Loomis’
left. The general direction of the line from right to leit of the division,
the initial point being on the river, was west of south, crossing the
Nashville rail and pike roads about 1.000 yards from their crossing of
the river and near their intersection; thence across the Wilkinson pike,
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and thence to the Franklin road, on which was placed Robertson’s bat.
tery. The open fields.extending along their fronts and the character of
the ground rendered it proper to throw Aunderson’s left to the front of
the general direction, Manigault’s left to be retired, and again Loomig”
left to be-advanced, the greatest angle being formed by Anderson and
Manigault, and which wounld require that Manigault’s left should de.
scribe an arc of near 60° to bring his front on a line with that of An-
derson’s.

On the evening of the 29th, skirmishing commenced between Chal.
pers’ admirable battalion of sharpshooters and the enemy, which grad-
ually extended to Anderson’s right. About the same time there was a.
dash made by a portion of the enemy’s cavalry on Maniganit’s skir.
mishers, which was creditably punished by Oompa,mqs_A and C, of _the
Tenth South Carolina Regiment. The supporting division, under Major-
General Cheatham, now occupied its position from 500 to 800 yards in
rear, and near the crest of theriver ridge. The character of the conntry
rendering it impossible for the division commanders to give that imme-
diate, personal supervision which would insure the supports being thrown
forward when necessary and with the least delay, it was agreed that
Major-General Cheatham should take position on the left and the imme.
diate control of the brigades of Manigault and Loomis, giving to me the
direction of his two right brigades, Donelson and Stewart., )

Early on the morning of the 30th, firing commenced between the skir-
mishers on the right, and gradually extended througbout the line to the
Franklin road. The artillery of the enemy also opened, and the firing
was kept up with more or less rapidity through the day. The cannon-
ading was mostly directed against Chalmers’ brigade and Anderson’s
right, which occupied the exposed position across the field from tha
Wilkinson pike to the river. Atout 2.30 p. m. the enemy made a dash
to capture Robertson’s battery, on our extreme left, which was hand-
somely repulsed and severely punished by a well-directed and rapid fire
from the battery and from the Twenty-sixth and Thirty-ninth Alabama
Regiments. The attempt, with less vigor, was repeated late in the
evening with similar result, the Twenty-fifth Alabama havirg been
thrown forward to the support of the other two regiments. The enemy’s
line of battle was now established in our front. His left rested on the
river bluff, some 1,000 yards from Chalmers’ right, in a skirt of woods;
thence through the Round Forest, or Mississippian’s ¢ half acre”; thence
through the south end of the cedar brake, and along the ridges and
woodland to the cedar pedregal on the Franklin road,and about 300
yards from Loomi# front. From this point his line seemed to be re-
tired, making quite an obtuse angle with that running back to the river.

The commandipg general’s order, directing an assanlt to be made by
our left on the right of the enemy the next morning a4 early as it was
“light enough to see,” was received at 9 o’clock at night, Chalmers’
brigade was to remain stationary, and constitute the pivot on which the
movement was to be made; my left to “swing around and correspond
with the movement of General McCown’s division,” on my left.

Early on the morning of the 31st, skirmishing commenced on the ex-
treme left, and was followed by artillery, and then the full volleys of the
line, announcing that the stern work of the day had commenced.

About 7 o’clock Loomis’ brigade moved forward, and was immediately
and hotly engaged. Steadily advancing, it drove back the first line of
the enemy, but having no commanding officer (Colonel Loomis subse-
quently reporting himself as having been disabled), and the enemy being
re-enforced by the second line, the Lrigade was driven back in some
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confusion.  The reserve, being promptly ardered forward vy Major Gen-
cral Cheatham, made a gallant charge, but was also repuised. Colonel
Coltart, of the Twenty-gixth Alabama Regiment, bhaving assumed com-
mand of Loomis’ brigade, with the assistance of Captains [D. E.| Huger,
;J. R. B.] Burtwell, aud {E. B. D.] Riley, of my staff, ordéred to the left
orthe purpose, quickly rallied and reformed the live. The two brigades,
under Colonels Vaughan and Coltart, being pow formed in line, were
moved forward under the immediate direction of Major-General Cheat-
bam, and, after a desperate conflict, dislodged the enemy from their
strong position, and drove them for more than a mile and beyond the
Wilkinson pike. Moving forward to the cedar brake, between the Wil-
kinson and Nashville pikes, and finding other troops pressing after the
enemy in bis front, Colonel Coltart, by direction of General Cheatham,
moved his command to the right, and, coming into the front line ou the
cast edge and extreme right of the cedar brake, had a shtarp engagement
with the evemy, occupying a ridge across a narrow cotton-field, and
strongly supported by artillery. Manigault’s brigade moved promptly
at the proper moment, and his left swinging round, drove the enemy
from the wooded ridge back on his second line. In the wheel throngh
the open field, and before his command had completed the angle neces-
sary to bring it on a line with Anderson’s, a heavy fire from two batteries
and a column of infantry was opened on him from his right, which, en-
filading his line, checked and finally forced him back to his former posi-
tion. Col. A.J. Lythgoe, of the Nineteenth South Carolina Regiment,
wag killed in this charge while gallantly leading his command. He
dies well who dies nobly. Manigaunlt, quickly rallying his cominand,
again moved forward, successfully driving the enemy, and with every
prospect of being able to hold his position, when the repulse of the
troops ou his left, leaving both flanks exposed, rendered it necessary
for him again to fall back. The position of the forces and character of
the ground and movement, however, rendered it impossible altogether
to avoid & cross or enfilading fire. The repulse at any point only in-
creased the liability. The supporting brigade, under Brigadier-General
Maney, was now moved forward, and, taking position on Manigault’s
left, both brigades moved forward, meeting comnparatively with but little
opposition. As Manigault swung round to a line with Anderson, this
brigade was put in motion, and scou Mauviganit’s right was engaged in
an attack on a battery, with strong supports of mfantry. The assault
seemed successful, but before the capture was made, a brigade of the
enemy moved up from below the hill, forcing back the regiments en
gaged, but was in turn driven back by Anderson’s left, which waa
gweeping round. This concluded the engagements of Maniganlt for the
day. His command had been subjected to a most trying ordeal, and
had suffered heavily. The calm determination and persistent energy
and gallantry which rendered Colonel Manigault proof against discour-
agements had a marked influence on and was admirably responded to
by his command.

Anderson’s left, being now moved forward immediately after the right
of Manigault, was quickly engaged with the strong force in front. No
brigade oceupied a more critical positiou, nor were the movements of any
invested with more important consequences. Opposite there were three
batteries strongly supported by infantry. The capture of the batteries
aud rout of the supports was a necessity. Aunderson was, therefore,
directed to take the batteries at every cost. Stewart’s brigade had been
moved up inte the woods within close supporting distance. In rapid
succeasim Anderson threw forward his regiments from left to right, and




756 KY., MlL}. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., ANI} 8W, VA, [Citar. XXXIL

terrific was the fire to which they were subjected. Time and again
checked, and almost recoiling before the tremendous fire, the regiments
were as often rallied by iheir gallant and deterined officers, and the
brigade advanced Ly its cool, steadfast, and skillful commander. Hig
right temporarily falting back in soine confusion, caused by the fall of
the gallant commanders of the two right regiments (Lieat. Col. James L,
Autry, commanding Tweunty-seventh Mississippi, killed, and Col. W, F.
Brantly, of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi, stricken down by the eon.
cussion from a shell exploding near him), Brigadier-General Stewart was
ordered forward to the support. In splendid order, and with a cheer,
this fine brigade moved forward under its gallant and accomplished
commander. Andersow’s right, quickly rallying and pressing forward
vigorously, attacked and drove back the enemy. This completed the
rout of his first line and the capture of the batteries. Our loss, however,
was very lhieavy, the Thirtieth Mississippi alone having within the limita
of an acre 62 officers and men kilied and 139 woundedd.

Stewart, baving moved Lis brigade to the left down the Wilkinsou pike,
now pressed forward on Anderson’s left and botly engaged the cnemy.
The determined advance and steady fire of our forces was more than the
enemy could withstand. The entire force gave way, and in wild con-
fusion rushed through the cedar brake in rear, being pursued to the
northeast edge of the brake, and subjected to au irregular but quite
effective fire. Within the northeast edge of this cedar brake, nearly par-
allel with the Nashville pike road and at right angles to the original liue
of battle, our troops were halted. They required rest and ammunition.

At 11 a. m. Brigadier-General Chalmers received an order direct from
the lieutenant general commanding to move forward and attack the
enemy posted in bis front. Quickly advancing to the Cowan, or burnt,
house, he was there met by a destrnctive fire, and soon after, while aet-

ively engaged in the discharge of his duties, was stricken down by a frag- .

went of a shell and borne seuseless from the field, The quick perception,
prom:pt decision, and fearless enerygy of this gallant officer being lost to
his command, and his staff failing to report promptly to the officer next
in rank, this veteran brigade became disorganized, the regiments attach.
ing themselves to and serving with other commands until night, when
they were brought together and placed in their original position under
Colonel [T. W.] White, of the Ninth Mississippi Regiwent. The brigade
of Chalmers being driven back, the support under Brigadier-General
Donelson was ordered to the attack by the Jieutenant-general command.
ing, and moving rapidly forward was warmly engaged, but was repulsed,
and, gradually swinging to the left, passed into the cedar brake.

On the morning of January 1, Anderson’s brigade was moved to the
position originally oceupied by Donelson, and in rear of Chalmers. At
daylight on the morning of January 1, Chalmers’ sharpshooters were
ordered forward, Lo ascertain the position of the enemwy. Moving for
ward, and into the Round Forest, they drove out the skirmishers of the
enemy, whose forces had been withdrawn during the night, and could
shen be seen in a northeast direction. Quiet prevailed until late in the
evening, when the enemy sent forward a force and retook the Round
Forest, driving back our skirmishers into the skirt of woods above and
on the river.

Before daylight ou the morning of the 2d, the batteries of Stanford,
Carnes; and Smith had been moved up and placed in the north and
outer edge of this river skirt of woods by Capt. J. R. B. Burtwell, divis-
ion chief of artillery, and Scott’s battery advauced up the Nashville pike
to a line within but some 300 yards south of the others. In support,
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Chalmers’ brigade, under Colonel White, had beeo moved up and occu-
pied the crest of the ridge in rear, and the skirmishers thrown forward
extended to the railroad on the left.

At dawn the skirmisbers advaneed and drove out the cnemy {rom the
Round Forest, but in turn were torced to retreat before superior numbers,
The cnemy advancing, opened fire on the artillery, which, promptly re-
sponding, soon shelled them into a precipitate retreat, when, with an
increased force, we again occupied the Round Forest. Anderson’s bri-
gade iad Leen advanced to and now occcupied the former position of
Chaiwers. The brigades of Maniganlt and Coltart oceupied the sout hern
extremity of the cedar brake,and the right of the colnmn facing the Nash-
ville pike.

Shortly after 3 p. m. the batteries on thie hill, as previously instructed,
opened & brisk fire on the enemy, whose line extended toward the river
and beyond, or iuto the extreme edge of a skirt of woods, the vearest
point of which was some 300 yards from thatin which our batteries were.
The firing was continued as long as it could be with safety to the columa
of General Breckinridge, advancing on the cast side of the river. The
left of this column passing across the river into the woods, in or belhind
which rested the left of the enemy’s force, was immediutely attacked by
it and driven up the river toward the position of Chalmers’ brigade.
Colonel [T, W.] White immediately threw out supports, with instructions
to drive back the enemy. This was followed by a general advance of
the enremy along his entire front, and his being driven out of the Round
Forest back into the woods on the river. Night closing in, the ighting
ceased for the day.

Late in the evening, Andersow’s brigade, under orders from the com-
manding general, was moved rapidly acress the river to the sapport
of General Breckinridge, and did not rejoin the division until the morn-
ing of the 4th. That night Manigault was moved to the position va-
cated by Anpderson, avd Coitart was moved up to White's support, and
their commands placed in proper positions for operations the next
moruing.

At daybreak ot the morning of the 3d, the artillery shelled the Round
Torest, which was imnediately thereafter eharged into by the intantry,
and the eneiny driven cut with considerable loss. Brisk skirmishing
was kept up through the day, chiefly with Coltart’s comuuud, whick
oceupied the Lound lForest.

Latein the evening, after subjecting the Round Forestand woodstoa ter
mific cannonading, the enemy advanced in force, and, engaging our troops,
succeected in breaking a part of our line, when the timely arvival of the
reserves enabled the line again to advance, and, after a very sharp and
well-contested eugngement, to repulse the cnemy.  Lientenant-Coloned
Farrar, of the Iirst Louisiana (Regulars), was wortally wonnded in the
engagement, He was a bold and gallant officer, and bhad arrived on the
field only in titne to assume cominand of his regiment in this last engage.
ment. Their intantry being driven back, the enemy renewed the can-
nounading, coutinuing it some time after dark. Colonels White and Col-
tart proved themselves deserving of commendation by the admirable
conduct of their commands throughout the harassing period of their
occupancy of this important and almost isolated position.

The troops were withdrawn ou the moruing of the 4th without contest
or pursuit.  For seven days they had c¢heertully endured fatizne, expo-
sure, aid hardships saflicient to cagse despondeney in any breast not
actuated b the sawe steadiast determination to dare all aud suffer att
in defense of the right,  In temporary repulses aud the mosi teying
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positions, the total absenco of everything like panic, and the cool self:
possession and alacrity with which they rallied, reformed, and moved
forward against the enemy, was as truly remarkable as it was most hon-
orable.

The timely preparations made under direction of Surgeon [Garlislez{
Terry for the care of the wounded seem to have been as judicious an
ample as was practicable, and the infirmary corps for the division dis-
charged its duties fearlessly and well.

To Capts. D). E. Huger, assistant adjutant-general ; J. R. B. Burtwell,
chief of artillery, and E. B. D. Riley, chief of ordnance, I am indebted for
valuable and indispensable services. Inextending orders, seeing to their
execution, and iu rallying aud cheering on the troops, they were energetic
and untiring, displaying gallantry and capacity. Maj. B. M. Thomas,
adjutant and inspector general, reported on the ficld from sick leave on
the morning of the 2d, and immediately entered on tbe discharge of his
duties with intelligence and efficiency. Lieut. R. W. Withers, aide-de-
camp, Asst. Surg. J. Paul Jones, and Lieut. Charles L. Huger, Firat
Louisiana (Regulars), were, througli the entire engagement, actively, zeal-
ously, and most creditably engaged in the discharge of the various duties
assigned them. Maj. W. H. Ross, acting commissary of sabsistence, and
Maj. BR. Q. Pinckney, quartermaster, did good service in their respect-
ive departments. Captain [T. M.] Lenoir and Lisuteuant &H. R.} Gor-
don. commanding escort, gave valuable assistance in the colleeting and
sending off captured property, in driving forward stragglers from and
laggards in the fight, and in staff duties, which they were several times
called upon to perform. Private M. G. Hudson, of the Twenty-fourth
Alabama Regiment, long engaged in the assistant adjutani-general's
office, and well and favorably known within the command, rendered
services on the field evideucing his fitness and capacity for a more re-
sponsible position.

The total strength of the division was 7,774; the total loss by casual-
ties, 2,519. Brigade and regimental reports and detailed statement of
casualties have heretofore been forwarded.

Very respectfully, yours, &ec.,
J. M. WITHERS,

Major-General,

Maj. TEOMAS M. JACK,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennesses.

No. 220.
Reports of Capt. Feliz H. Robertson, Florida battery,* Deas brigade.

SHELBYVILLE, TENN,, January 12, 1863.

S1r: By direction of Lieutenant-General Polk, I reported to General
Breckinridge on Friday evening, Januvary 2, with Eobertson’s battery
of six Napoleon guns, and Scmple’s battery of four Napoleon guns; in
all, ten guns. My commaud was formed in rear of tbe line of the in-
fantry, and finally bebind the artillery of the division which was imme-
diately behind the second line. Leaving my caissons, I advanced to
the edge of the opening through which the infantry had charged. The
highest point of the hill to the left was selected to be the site of Robert-
sow’s battery; Semple’s was to take the right. So soon as the ground

Finally credited to

* Robertpan’s hattery claimed both by Alabama and Florida.
Floridla.
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was cleared upon which Semple’s battery was to stand, it was
_ Se 0 ) 48 at once
pushed to its place. _The infautry not being able to clear the crest of tl?e
h;ll, aud the fire being very heavy on our right, I decided to alter the
pian and send my battery to the right, but our live being eramped by
unfavorable ground to the right, I only ordered a section up to fill a gap
in our line of artiliery. By the repaise becoming general, I determined
to 3top the remainder of my own battery in the field to cleek the ene-
my’s advance. The artillery of my command was brought off with the
loss of one piece of Semple’s battery. This only occurred after the
mfantr)_‘ supports ad given way entirely.
‘ Theﬁ_ﬁghtmg of this battery (Semple’s) was entirely creditable. The
confusion was such that it was not to be wondered at that three pieces
Fvere‘left ou the field, but that more were not lost. The artillery as it
C(l.itcled the woods was placed, and by a rapid fire checked the enemy’s
advance. Tbe batteries under my command were subjected to a hot
lnft‘l«‘?‘ll-liltl‘]y ﬁref'mhd the worst cross-fire I ever saw.
¢ ‘088 of the two batteries I cannot kuow, as I have not scen Li
tenant [(E. J.] Fitzpatrick, commanding tw ti - Se ’ ory.
My own lost 6 horses and G men, & two sections of Semple's battersy.
After dark the guns feil back, and Maj E.|G i
. jor {R. B.| Graves having been
severely wounded, I, at the re lfest of G inri
Artilens unon the L e q encral Breckinridge, placed the
Lut for the arlillery fire the cueiny woukd surely he JaITi
po;‘l]t:ou euti?eli',;, as our infantry was sca,ttered.b ¥ favo carried the
te men of the artillery generally behaved spendidly, but individual
?ex:;g{_)\téoqs weae many tl? this rule, and I found it neceé's,ary to draw my
“olver 1u order to wake the drivers halt lon i
to be limbered up and brought off. & enough fo fx tho piecs
Very respectfully,
FELIX H. ROBERTSON,
‘ Captain, de.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, BRECKINRIDGE'S DIV,

o O th SHELBYVILLE, TENN., February 18, 1863,
PTAIN: On the morning of January 2, I was ordered to ac

?olonel Brent, assistant adjutant-general, and endeavor to ﬁnd;.c;g]sli)fifgg

rom which the enemy’s line might be enfiladed with artillery. Such a
position having been found, a report of the fact was made to the general
4t once. The enemy’s skirmishers being in possession of the point se-
lected, it was determined to attack and carry it. I received orders from
Genera,l Bragg to take Robertson’s battery (six Napoleons}, two sections
Semples battery (four Napoleons), two rifies and two 12-pounder hot-
itzers belonging to Breckinridge’s division, and to occupy and hold to
}halz utmost extremity the desired position after the encmy had been dis-
‘3; ie:ln :315’ t‘hte mfz:ntry. The necessary preparations for the artillery
hy 'posit(io :?. at once. The batteries arrived on the ground and were soon

Having to await the arrival of a still absent brigade, I :

tunity to consult General Breckinridge. I found his i(iea.asto(;}f!1 t?lg gils)tpa.?:i
amd my own dl_ﬁ'ered materially. He supposed it was to be made by a
combivation of both arms, while I was positive the geveral's orders were
that infantry alone should take the hill. General Breckinridge then
{_ies:red me to form my batteries in the space between his two lines of
infantry and advance._ This I declined to do, stating as a reason the
langer both of confusion and toss from such an arrangement. He then




