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No. 189.

Orgamization of the Army of Tenncssee.
POLE’S8 CORPS.

Lieut. Gen. LzoNtDAS PoLX.

FimsT Division.

Maj. Gen. B.

Wirst Brigade.
Brig. Gen. DANIEL 8. DONELSON.

8th Tennesses:
Col. W. L. Moore.
\ Lieut. Col. J. H, Anderson.
6th Tennesese, Col. John H. Bavage.
38th Tennesase, Col. John . Carter.
5lat Tennesses, Col. John Cheater.
Bdth Tennesses, Col. 8. 8. Stanton.

Carnee’ (Tennessee) battery, Lieut. L. G.

Marahall,
Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER P. STEWART.

4th Tenn
5th .HobﬁM“MMM“ MQOF 0. F. 8frahl.

18th Tennessee, Col, F. M.
24th Tennesseee : M. Walker,
Col. H. L. W. Bratton.

31st Haﬂuh&. gy on.
08866
334 .unn:oumaan MQE. E. E, Tanail,

Mississippi Battery, Capt. T. J. Btanford.

F. Crearaan,

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gon, GEORGE MANEY

1at Tennessee,
Snu Hﬁﬁs_ M Col, H. R. Peild,
4th Tennesses (Provisionsl Army), Col,

J. A, McMarry.,
6th Tennessee, | Col, O, §. Hurt.
9th Tennesses, M Masj. J. L. Harris,
Tennessee Bbarpshooters, Capt. Frank
mkﬂmg. i)b
ippi) batte: i i
iam B, ,..—.nn.-o...uv ) 7, Lieut. Will-

Fourth ( Preston. Smith's) Brigade.
Col. A, J. VavgHaxN, Jn.

12th Tennessee, Maj. J. N.
13th Tennessee : o J. N Wyatt.
Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan.
Capt, R. F. Lanier. gan
20th Tenneasee, Maj. J. B. Johnson,
47th Tennesseo, Capt. W. M. Watkina,
154th H.cuuomooo_ Lieat. Col. M. Magev-
ney, ir.

Hh .Honl... Col, W. H. Young,
Allin’s (Tennessee) Sharpshooters
Lieut. J. B. J. Creighton,
Lient. T. F. Pattison.

Tennessee Battery, Capt. W. L, Boott.

8xocoNp Drvision.
Maj. Gen. Joxxe M, WirHERS,

First (Dear’) Brigde.

Col, J. Q. LooMmis,
Col J. G, CoLTART.

19th Alabama,
22d Alabama.
25h Alabama.
2th Alabama.,
m e
bamg Battalion Sharpsh
Capt. B. C. Yancey. arpshooters,
lst Lonisiana (Regulars), Lieut. Col. F.
H. Farrar, jr.

wohwneaos.u battery, Capt. F.H. Robert-

Becond Brigada,

Brig. Gen. JaMxs R. CHALMERS.
Col. T. W. WHITE.

wﬂ.w Hﬂﬁwﬁ.. Col. T. W. White,
.

ssippi Battalio
Eﬁ_&m d %{w&%ﬁ%ﬁ“”& -
Garrity's (Alabama) battery,

* Compiled from the reports. Other officers than those
actnal command of the organizations ind’ upn&.pu named may bsve alao been 1n
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Third ( Walthall's) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. J, PATTOR ANDERSON.

45th Alabams, Col. James G. Gilchrist.
24th Miesisaippi, Lieut. Col. R. P. Mo
Kelvaine.
27th Mississippi :
Col. T. M. Jouea.
Lieut. Col. J. L. Auntry.
Capt. E. B. Neilson.
20th Missimippi :
Col. W, F. Brantly.
Lient. Col. J. B. o_.mlr
30th Miesissippi, Lient. Col. J. I. Sonles.
39th North Carolina,* Capt. A. W. Bell.
Missouri Battery, Capt. O. W. Barret.
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Fourth (Andersow’s) Brigade.
Col. A. M. MaNTGAULT.

24th Alabama.
28th Alabama.
Yoth Bonth Garoli
1t} aroling.
15th South Carolina, MQ_. A.J. Lythgoe,
Alabama Battery, Capt. D. D. Waters.

HARDEE'S CORPS.

Lieut. Gen. WiLLIaM J. HagDEE.
First DIVIBION.

Maj. Gen. JoBN C. BRECKINRIDGE.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. DANIEL W. ADAMS.
Col. RaNDALL L. GiBBON,

324 Alabhama:
Lient. Col. Henry Manry.
Col. Alexander McKinstry.
13th Louisiana, } Col. R. L. Gibson.
20th Louisiana, { Maj. Charles Guillet.
16th Louisiana, { Col. 8. W, Fisk,
25th Louisiana, { Maj. F.C. Zacharie.
14th Louisiana Battation, Maj. J. E. Aus-
tin.
Washington Artillery(5th Battery),Lieut.
W. C. D. Vanght. )

Sescond Brigade.
Col. J. B, PALMER.
Brig. Gen. GpECK J. PiLLow.

18th Tennessee :

Col. J. B. Palmer.

Lieunt. Col. W. R. Batler.
25th Tenneases, Col. John M. Lillard.
28th Tennessee, Col. P. D. Cunningham,
32d Tenncesee, Col. Ed. C. Cook.
45th Tenpessee, Col. A. Bearcy.

Moses’ (Georgia) battery, Lieut. R. W.

Anderson.

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. WilstaM PRESTON.

_232..5- .. .
Lov Florida, M o&.ﬁE»&ﬂEﬁ.

4th Eclmn” Col. Williamn L L. Bowen.
60th North Carolina, Col. J. A. McDowell
20th Tenneaase :
Col. T. B. Swith.
Lient. Col. . M. Lavender,
Maj. F. Claybrooke.
Tennesses Battery:
Capt. E. E. Wright.
Lieut. J. W. Mebane.

Fourth Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R, W. HansoN.
Col. R. P. TRABUE.

41st Alsbaros:
Col. H, Talbird.
Lieut. Col, M. L, Stansel.
2d Kentucky, Maj. James W. Hewitt.
4th Kentueky :
Cel. R. P. Trabue.
Capt. T. W. Thompson.
6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H. Lewis.
9th Kentacky, Col. T. H, Hunt.
KRentucky Battery, Capt. R. Cobb,

Jackson's Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JonnN K. Jackson.

6th Georgia:
Col. W. T. Black,
Maj. C.P. Daniel.

24 Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters, Maj. J. J.Cox.
5th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. W. L. Bykes.

8th Mississippi :

Col. J.C. Wilkinson.
Lieunt. Col. A. McNeill.
Pritchard’s (Georgia) battery.
Lumaden’s (Alabama) battery, Liont. H, H, Cribba.

* Joined brigade December 31 ; tranaferred, January ¥, to Manigault’s brigade.
*HoEvonL. «inu&gwgﬁanhavuﬁdiau‘
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Your general deplores, in common with you, the loss of your gallant Returs of casualtica in the Confoderate forosr—Continued.
comrades, who have fallen in our recent conflicts. Let their meiories be
enshrined in your hearts, as they will aver be tenderly cherished by Killd. | Wounded | Missing.
their countrymen. Let it be yours to avenge their fate, and proudly to :
emulate their deeds. Remember that your face is to the foe, and that m m m Ofoces killed,
on you rests the defense of all that is dear to freemen. Boldiers, the Cemmand. 3 4
proudest reflection of your generalPs life is to be known as the com. m w m m
mander of an army so brave and invincible as You have proven. Hp g7 ..m w 513815
asks no higher boon than to lead such men to victory, To share their
trials, and to stand or fall with them, will be the erown of his ambition. Swich's Bripads—Cont'd.
| D Geonat, Gommnnt aamerias| (30 ) %) 8l fuls] n|om o o
’ - Vo Toay Teumosecs . 2716|18) 8| 4| 12| 1] -L 3| 2 Em..awpwruwgi
.
Allin's Sharpshooters ... 1| 2| 8| 1 [ ] 3| 12| Lieut. A. M.Banch. Ls,
4. B.J. Creighton died
No. 191. it ey i
- - Bootl's battery ........._.f....| 1| 1}... .
Return of casualties in the Confederate foross. b !
Total.....oo...... 7|05 48|54 | s02] 20588 | 703
(Compfled from nominal lista.] Grand tatal Choat. | 22 [286 [277 [120 [LA7T |1 007 | 4 | o1 08 |poms
- Killed | Wounded Missing. ] s 68
o m WITHERS' DIVISION,
g g m _ : ) Capt. Robert 7. Heale
§ |  Ofcersklled = 10th Alsbams............ 130 . ] it A
Oouxnpnd. . m B § | Omoersxined B Al IR e i - e Tl B+ Tigaia 3N itk and
il B 0 o5thAlsbama.......... 4 Lisuis. W. C. Gibaop, 4.
mMMmm m mmmm 25th Alsbams sjis(i0| | & ¢ 109 | Lignig, W G. Gibaon, 4.
1|55 & 18|8|8 B Soofiald.
? Spr.w._-”g ........... “ n “ m“ um ............ H
POLE'S CORPS. .wwu...a._.s.?nﬂ.ﬁ ) 8i 8t 7| e milwEl Ligata. B. 0. Gensa and
CHEATHAM'S DIVISION. 17th u-g Alsbama o8 1] 1 1sf..0...|... 18
Doneison's Brigads. ! Roberteon's battery ...... e 1] 1 i[1| =
8th Tennesses. .. ........ 4| w740 17 248 285 |..| .. | 208 Col William L. i
oL S #w:ﬁ Moors, __o. ! TotMl...onrcnennens 8|45 53! 52| 538 bas 5181 e
&l . omks U, H Chalmery
Blacknall, A. &, Den: : DBrigads.
_ M.E v-.un N, Martin : Staff.. ... ... 1. | P R A 1 Capt, . D
T Hﬂg‘p—
16th Tennosses. .. 1188 80| 81 147) 68! 1)15{ 16! 207 casp By C. Spurieck. it Miselaalpp............ PR 0) B o ) 4] 1B Cept B D MeDowsl
32th Tennessce..... ..., 12 6l e 7' 7| 8 . Capt. B. H. Holland, rigill and @. W. Jones,
5lat Tennessoe.......... 1wl 7 _ 5| T2 ) 3| ©8 Capt T.C.Campbell. 9th Miselnelppl........... sl 87 5] e8| mi|. 5| 5] s«
Caraes’ bastery. .. 22 B¢ B ... 7] 10th Misalssippi_.. 2200 26 8| 8| e || 8| 6] u Ligate.J. F. Moseley and
Total............... 7|88 02 & sm| | 18|10 e G1st Missisaippi....... ... afza(os| 6! ws| 198 .| 8| e 156 Em.mn..u..! ._En v
Btevoart's Brigude. _ - MoMahon T
4th and 5th Tenneeses..| 1| 7| 8] 6| | o5l 76 | Lient J. ¥. Ferguscn. Blyihe s (Mississippl) LAy ® sl aefan) w
19th Tennossec .......... )48 6 106 11" 127 | Ca rmn,..m..m.m_ﬁuong ath naippi Battalion 7l el e .. |... 29
cut.S. G. Aberuathy, Sharpahooters,
%4th Tennessse... ...... .. Bl 8| 9|5 pof a 58 | Capt. Jesse Irwin and ;
pmm__%ﬂ%mw sod Garrity's battery ....... 3] a| 2| | 2. 7
518t and 994 Tenneasce .| L (13 (M | 7| 64| 7 2| 2| | Lions W . Hatcherson. TotAl.coomoane o LALAEI R R RN
Sianford's battery... ... .. 1) 2] 8i...] 7 Tl fo]o 16 | Lieut. A. A. Hardin, Wialthall's Brigads.
Total............... Bl42 50 (24| 277 b1 2] 21 858 “Wtrg.- .......... 118l s nﬂ Mm 7| 7 HWP
Maney's Brigade e oataeeseet Y B I B 4 S I
try and Lisut. M. &,
e 884 B Bl m i Y e
8th and 9th Tonnesses .|| 8| sf 5| 7! @i |5l B ok oL eeeee bl Bl Bl o R B B R R B | O o e
Eo«.uwrn:sroaeon-: BN RIS e 4 [} & W. A, MoDanie],
Bmith's battery ......,. . R NS O 4 4 1] 1 a4 . and B. 8. 8 3
Total .......... 20201 | ws| w6l 6 1% . 30tk Mieetusippt.......... €(57 (83710 186 m6( . ). |.... 209 rdw.ﬁ.ﬂ.an. {ﬁdorm.
- — Guire, J. 0. MolIn
Smith's Brigade. D. B Pattonand m.
12th Tennessoo...... .. .. 11718 (12| 126 | 137 9| 9/ 104 [ Lieuts. J. B. Fislderaad 304k North Carcling. ... 1) 1| 3] 3| s8| 28] e 8 u H._wﬂnm.era 'W. Bhaa.
J. H. Paiterson. Barrat's batiery..........|. .. Y P 'Y IR O e 4
18th Tennesees. .. 11131180 6| 83| 88| 1|g |0 | 110 | Aej Peter . Gole.
20th Tenneasss. ... ... wiml sl ui sl .| ... 100 [ S 18138 181 43| sos| a2 44|
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next day, publish General Polk’s report of the battle of Murfreeshop. ]

ough, which had been forwarded by its Richmond correspondent, «8,
L,” the party to whom the corrected copy had been sent, and the report
wag accordingly published, as inclosed. I have thought it due to my-
self and fo General Polk to make these statements to the Uo@ﬁsour
in explanation of the appearance of the report.

Bince writing the foregoing, I have, in answer to an inquiry, received
the following dispatch from the editor of the Register :

Ihad no express authority of the Government for »mncmaEum General Polk’s re.

port, but as my correspondent at Richmond had been allowed accesa to official oo ion
of the other reports, and it expressed no dicapproval of their publication, I infe ita

oonsent.
J. A. BPERRY,

I have the honor to be, very respectfally, your obedient servant,
W. B. RICHMOND,
Aide-de- Camp.

P, 8.—Mr. Minor, in his communication, informs me that no supple-
mentary report of the battle of Murfreeshorough had been received at
the War Department. Such a repoert was made and forwarded to your
office, and this posfscript is added in explanation of its publication with
the main report.

[Indorsement.}

The explanation of this publication is little satisfactory. Expreas
authority of the Department should be obtained before the copy of any
official paper is intrusted to the agents of the press, who are under a
strong temptation to publish as news whatever may be interesting to
their readers.

J. A, 8,
Secretary.
No. 193,
Eeporis of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Oheatham, O. 8. Army, commanding
Firgt Division.

HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S DIVISION,
PoLr’s Corrs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., February 20, 1863.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the action of this
division in the batties beforo Murfreesborough, commencing on Decem-
ber 30, 1862, and ending on January 3, 1863:

The division is composed of the following brigades and batteries:

Brig. Gen. D. 8. Donelson’s brigade: Sixteenth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. John H. Savage; Thirty-eighth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. John C. Carter; Hmm.a.&aﬂ Regiment Tennessee Volun-
teers, Col. John Chester; Eighth Regiment Tennessce Volunteers, Col.
W. L. Moore; Eighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volanteers, Col. 8. 8.
Stanton; Capt. W. W, Carnes’ light battery.

Brig. Gen. A. P. Stewart’s brigade: Fourth and Fifth Regiments Ten-
nesses Volunteers, Col. 0. F, Strahl; Twenty-fourth Regiment Tennesgoe
Volunteers, Col. H. L. W. Bratton; Thirty-first and Thirty-third Regi-
ments Tennesses Volunteers, Col. . E. Tansil; Nineteenth Regiment
Tennessee Volunteers, Ool. F. M, Walker; Capt. T. J. Stanford’s light
battery.

Brig. Gen. George Maney’s brigade: First Begiment Tennessee Vol

~Juar. XXXT1)
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unteers, Col. H. B. Feild; Fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
J. A. McMurry; Sixth and Ninth Regiments Tennessee Volnuteers, Col.
C. B. Hart; Capt. Frank Maney’s company of sharpshooters; Capt.
[then Lient.) W. B, Turner’s light battery (Mississippi).

Brig. Gen. Preston Smith’s brigade: One hundred and fifty-fourth
Senior Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Lientenant-Colonel {M. Magev
uaw..mﬂm hirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. A.J. Vaughan,
jr.;] Forty seventh Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Major [Thomas R.

hearon]; Twenty-ninth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, [Maj. Johu B,
.H&_ESEM Ninth Texas Infantry, Col. W. H. Young; Captain [P. T.]
Allin’s company of sharpshooters; Capt. W. L. Scott’s light battery.

On December 26, General Maney’s brigade, being on outpost daty at
Stewart’s Creek, hearing heavy firing in front, was moved forward by
General Maney to La Vergne, 5 miles toward Nashville, where he came
in sight of the enemy advancing, who encamped that night 3 miles be-
yond La Vergne. After a consultation with General Wheeler, who was
stationed at this advanced post with his cavalry brigade, they advised
the commander-in-chief that a general advance of the ecemy had com.
menced.

On the morning of the 27th the enemy again commenced bis advance,
our troops, both infantry and cavalry, skirmishing constantly with the
enemy, and gradually falling back, the infantry that night halting at
Overall's Creek, and next day falling back to Murfreesborough.

On Monday morning, at daylight, the command (having the day pre
vious cooked three days’ rations, struck their tents, loaded their wagons
and sent them to the rear) commenced crossing Stone’s River, and forme
line of battle in the following order, from right to left: First Brigade,
Brigadier-General Donelson commanding; Second Brigade, Brigadier-
General Stewart commanding ; Third Brigade, Brigadier-General Maney
commanding; Fourth Brigade, Col. A. J. Vaughan, | jr.,] commanding,
the line exteuding from the Nashville Railroad, on the right, to Frank-
lin road, on the left. My division was formed from 500 to 800 yards in
rear of wa&ou..@ouon& Withers’ division, and was the supporting foree
to that division, which formed the frout line of Polk’s corps.

Nothing of importance occurred until the middle of the day on Tues-
day, when, the enemy having commenced deploying and forming his
lines in our front, heavy skirmishing was commenced between the op-
posing forces and continued to increase until near sunset, when, the
enemy having established his lines as far to his right as the Triune road,
where my left rested,in a dense cedar thicket, and more than 300 yards
in front of Colonel Loomiy’ brigade, the firing became very heavy. In
the mean time Robertson’s battery, which had been placed in position in
the Triune.road, supported in rear by the One hundred and fifty-fourth
Tennessee Regiment, which I had detached from Colenel Vaughaw's
brigade for that special duty, opened upon the enemy a heavy fire,
which was promptly answered by two of the enemy’s Datteries. In a
short time afterward, three of the enemy’s regiments made a dash on
Robertson’s battery, but were repulsed by a fewrounds of canister from
the battery and a well-directed volley of musketry from the One hundred
and fifty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers and two Alabama regi-
wents on Colonel Loomis’ left, after losing quite a number in killed
and wounded. During this engagement Captain Roberison had 14 men
wounded and several killed, and one ammunition chest blawn up by the
explosion of a shell from the enemy. The One hundred and fifty-fourth
Regiment Tennessee Volunteers lost considerably in this cngagement,
but behaved themselves most galluntly. The enemy’s batteries kept up
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a continual shelling until quite dark. The loss in Loomis’ and Vaughan'y
brigades and Robertson’s battery was over 75.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st, the attack was commenced
on our extreme left by Major-General McCown’s division, supported by
Major-General Cleburne’sdivision, of Lientenant-General Hardee's co1ps,
the plan of the battle being that the attack should be made by brigades,
each advancing to the front, attacking the enemy’s lines, then Wwheeling
to the right to take him in mmEF to be followed up in like manner from
left to right.

At 7 o'clock Colonel Loomis’ brigade, in the front line, was ordered to
the attack, and being not more than 300 yards from the enemy’s lines,
was immediately engaged. His command had to cross an open woods
and & corn-feld in order to reach the enemy, who were strongly posted
in a cedar wood. He made a gallant dash, but after reaching near the
woods was compelled to fall back to his original position, where the
command was 8oon reorganized under my own superintendence,

In the mean time the supporting brigade under Colonel SE%EE had
advanced over the same ground and attacked the enemy furiously
driving him away from and captoring two of his guns, but was foreed
to give orders to his command to fall back, on account of the murderous
fire being poured into his front, and particularly a raking fire that waa
turned upon him from his right, completely enfilading his lines. They,
however, retired in good order, and in a few moments after being re-
formed were again sent forward by me, with instructions to bear some-
what to the right, so as partially to avoid the heavy wood.

In the mean time the Ninth Texas Regiment, under the command of
that gellant officer, Col. W. H. Young, who did not hear the order, be-
came detached and was farther to the left. It remained in the woods
and continued to fight the enemy, and at last charged them on their
flank and drove them from the woods on their entire right, losing very
heavily. In the first assault made by Colonel Loomis’ brigade that
officer was so wounded by the falling of a limb cut from atree that he had
to tarn over the command to the next senior officer (Colonel Coltart),
The brigade suffered very severely in this charge. Colonel Vanghan's
brigade also suffered very severely in its desperate charge against the
same stronghold. Lieut, Ool. W. E. Morgan aud Major [Peter H.) Cole,
both of the Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, were mortally
wounded ; also a very large number of officers and men. -

At about 8 o’clock, Colonel Manigault’s brigade moved out and at-
tacked the enemy directly in his front. He met with very strong regist-
ance, and after Colonel Loomis was compelled to fall back, and the
enemy’s fire turned upon his left flank, enfilading his lires, he was com-
pelled to retire. He, however, soon rallied his command, made another
gallant attack, and was forced to fall back a second time., At this june-
ture General Maney’s brigade came np and took position on the left of
Manigault’s. when they moved forward and took position facing toward
the Wilkinson pike, near the Harding house, when two batteries of the
enemy opened upon them, one of them in the woods on Manigault’s
right, and on the west side of the Wilkinson pike; the other on the east
side of the pike. At this place I came up with Colozel Vaughan's bri-
gade. General Maney had placed Captain [Lieutenant] Turner’s bat-
tery of Napoleon guns in position near the brick- kiln, which ir a short
time silenced the battery on the east side of the road. Colonel Mani.
gault assailed the one in the woods with two regiments, but did not
succeed in capturing it. Having made my dispositions, I ordered Colo-
nel Vaaghan to move forward with his brigade, and take position on
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General Cleburne’s right, which was in the woods to my front and left.
(eneral Maney and Colonel Manigault I accompanied across the Wil-
kinson pike, just in front of the enemy’s battery last mentioned, which
the enewy had abandoned on our approach. The one in the woods to
our right was also abandoned, most of the horses having been so dis-
abled that the guns conld not be removed. After crossing the Wilkin-
son pike, I rode forward to the cedar brake toward the Nashville pike,
where I found General Stewart’s brigade hotly engaging the enemy.
He captured three of his guvs, drove him throngh the woods and be-
yond the field to the Nashville pike. During this encounter, Colonel
Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth Tennessee Volunteers, s most gallant
officer, was killed. Colonel. Vaughan advaneed with Oleburne’s divis-
ion, fighting and driving the enemy until he reached the Nashville pike,
when the enemy’s fire became so heavy he was forced to retire, after
having again driven the enemy from two of his guns. Late in the even-
ing I placed him on the Wilkinson pike, in the rear of General Cleburne’s
division, with instructions to remain there until further orders. This
brigade acted most gallantly daring the entire day, having bhad two
terrible engagements, losing 705 men out of 1,813,

About 10 o’clock General Donelson’s brigade was ordered forward to
the support of General Chalmers’ brigade, which had been partially
driven back, General Donelson pressed forward through the open field
in front of the burn{ honse, under a terrific fire of twenty pieces of artil-
lery and a heavy infantry force. Colonel Savage’s regiment (Sixteenth
Tennessee) and three companies of the Fifty-first Tennessee passed to
the right of the hotse, extending to the river on the right; the remain
der of the Fifty-first, with the Eighth and Thirty-third Regiments,
passing to the left of the house, advanced, under a heavy fire of in-
fantry, toward the south end of the cedar brake. During this advance
Colonel Moore, of the Eighth Tennesses, had his horse killed under
him, and in a few moments afterward that gallant officer fell, dead,
having been shot through the heart by a minie ball, The Eighth Ten-
nessee Regiment, now under the command of its gallant lientenant-
colonel, John H. Anderson, dashed forward into the cedar brake, drove
the enemy before them, charged and captured a battery, and, in con-
nection with the Thirty-eighth and seven companies of the Fifty-first
Tennessee Regiments, fonght and drove the enemy out of the south end
of the brake, ﬂE.onmw the open field to his reserves on the Nashville
pike, capturing from 600 to 700 prisoners, Colonel Savage, of the Six-
teenth Tennessee, advanced beyond the burnt house (Cowan), and took
position on the right of the railroad, and for three hours held the ocol-
umns of infantry in his front in check, and when, after the arrival of
General Adams’brigade, he withdrew his regiment, he left 30 dead men
in the line he had occupied. The loss of this regiment was 207 out of
402, being over one-half. The Eighth Tennessee, under Lientenant-
Colonel Anderson, lost 306 men and officers out of 472, which shows
what they had to contend against. The other regiments of this brigade
suffered nearly as badly.

Asasoon as (it was] discovered that our advanced line had been checked,
Iimmediately commenced forming a double line of infantry in the cedar
brake, in order to resist any movement the enemy might make against
us. General Stewart’s brigade being in the advance, was first aligned.
General Mancy’s brigade was formed on its left, and Colonel Loomis’
on itg right, with Generals Donelsow’s, Preston’s, Adams’, and Mani-
gault’s brigades in the rear line. General McCown formed his division
on the left of General Maney. In this position they remained until
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night, & great portion of the time under a heavy fire of the enemy's 1

artillery,

On Friday morning the brigades of Generals Preston and Adams wepe
withdrawn, when the lines were reformed and straightened, and Smith'y
brigade was brought forward and placed in the lines, he having arrived
and taken command on Thursday,

on that day by General Maney and did good servics,

On Friday and Saturday. Captains Stanford, Scott, Carnes, and [Lieg-
tenant] Turner did excellent servies with their guns, which had beep
advanced up the railroad by order of Lieutenant-General Polk. Lieu-
tenant [A. A.j Hardin, of Uaptain Stanford’s battery, with one section,
was gent to the assistance of Colonel Marigault on Tuesday, and, whilg
gallantly working his rifled Dieces, was killed by a round shot.

On Sunday morning, at 1 @clock, preparations having been previously
made, my command brought up the rear as the army slowly fell back
toward Shelbyviile,

Although my division wag originally placed in the second line ag a
supporting foree, it was not long before it was all under fire and hotly
engaged with the enemy, and I am proud to say that each brigade did
good service. I cannot omit thig opportanity to express my thanks
for the fortitude with which they bore the hardships and their gallant,
soldier-like bearing. during the eight trying days they were in line of
battle, and most of the time undep fire.

A list of casualties of my command is herewith inclosed, the loss being
277 killed, 1,697 wounded, and 65 missing. Total, 1,939.*

My staff with me on the field—Mai. John Ingram, assistant adjutant-
general ; Maj. Joseph Vaulx, (jr,,] assistant mumvmc_mon.mgmus: Maj.
George V. Young, chief quartermaster; Maj. B. J, Batler, chief of sub-
gigtence ; Maj. J. A. Cheatham, chief of ordnance; Lienti. J. G. Mana,
engineer officer, and Lieut. A, I, Robertson, aide.de-camp—all managed
their geparate departments to my entire satisfaction.

Capt. Robert L. Weakly, who was badly wounded, and Lientenant
(4. H.j Marsh, of the artillery ; Lieut. Thomas mmw_ Henderson, adjutant
of the Sixth Tennessee; Capt. R, A. Alston, of South Carolina, and
Capt. J. Webb Smith, volanteer aides-de-camp, all behaved gallantly,
and did good serviee in trausmitting orders over the extensive field of
operations during the day.

Maj.F. H. McNairy, my aide-de-camp, who Liad accompanied me on all
previous battle fields, was, unfortunatel , absent, having been severely
wounded by the accidenta) discharge of a pistol at Kuoxville,

Very respectfully, yoar obedfent servant,
B. F. CHEATHAM,
Maj. Gen., Comdg. Oheatham’s Div., Polk’s Oorps, Army of Tenn,
Maj. TEOMAS M. JacK,
Assistant A djutant. General.

-

HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S Division,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January 8, 1863.
SIR: In compliance with orders from corps headquarters, the follow-
ing report of the number of officers and men killed, wounded, and misa-

* Bee totals in tabnlated statement, p, 677,
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ing in the recent engagement near Murfreesborough, Tenun., is respect-

foily submitted :
Killed. | Wounded. | Missing.
— ;
i H il
- THHEIEEHE
JERR IR RE IR
6| 700
w “m ww 616 | 3| 85| 707
Todal e s 28| 270 128 _.EL 4] 611,90

B. F. CHEATHAM,
Major-General, Qommanding,

[Mmolosure. ]
2 )
Eeport of officers and men astually engaged in the baiile of Murfreesborough, in Cheatham’s
s division,
Comasad, B4k
]
R
D omncins... B w8
2ot 4 om o
.
ww-n HM-MM;. nm u“.m Mﬂm
Arnee’ battery

Total loss, 1,939, Loas, 85 per cent.
Beapectlally submitted. 3. F. CHEATH, AM,
Major-General, Commanding Division. .

* But sea tabulated statement on p. 677, agreeing with totals given above.
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house. Here we remained all day, nothing of interest occurring, and the
monotony disturbed only by an oceasional shot from the rifle mas“mamm
of the enemy passing over us.

On Tuesday morning heavy skirmishing commenced on our left, and
was kept up with but little intermission during the day, and, though
we did not participate in the fight until evening, the battery was more
exposed to random shots than on the previous day. About 3 o’elock in
the afternoon an order was received to send two of my pieces to the left,
to assist in dislodging the enemy from a cerrain point. Accordingly, I
dispatched Lieutenant Hardin with the first section, who promptly went
forward to perform the duty. After an absence of about an hour the
section returned, but without, its leader. Lieatenant Hardin, after hav-
ing performed the object of his mission, and withdrawn the section with
the view of rejoining us, was suddenly killed by a cannon shot. A gal.
lant officer, & true soldier, and a Christian gentleman, he adds another
to the long list of martyrs who have given their lives to their cotuntry’s
cause. Private M, Hartsfield received a painful but not dangerous flesh
wound in this engagement,

On Wednesday morning about 9 o’clock I moved in rear of the bri-
gade, on the road leading throngh the wood on our left, and while mov-
lng received an order from General Polk to take position in the old field
on the right of the Wilkinson pike, and support Oaptain [O. W.] Barret’s
battery. This field, you will recollect, is the one extending to the ene-
my's lines, and, being for the most part level, his works covered and
his guns swept every foot of the ground. Here I remained dpring the
day, changing position only as circumstances reqaired, or the retreating
enemy invited to follow. Several times during the day the fire of the
dma.auw had a telling effect upon their lines of infantry, which were
plainly to be seen. At ope time they occapied a strong position in
front of the little log-house (daubed with red mud}), and held in check
our forces, who bad to march across an open flat of ground to attack
them. Arriving in position in time to observe the enemy and the re.
pulse of our forces at the same time, I threw a fow well-directed shots
into their ranks, which cansed them fo retreat precipitately. OQOur lines
immediately advanced, occupied the position, and continued to drive
them. Again, later in the afternoon, I advanced as far as the Cowan
or burnt brick house, on the Nashville pike, from which point, although
exposed to a galling fire from their batteries, we sncceeded in pouring
a very destructive fire into their ranks, causing them to give back from
several points, and materially aiding our infantry in their advance.
Here we lost 2 men and several horses killed and ovne limber disabled.

All day we were under fire from their batteries, until late in the even. .

Ing, when we were ordered to resume our original position.

On H__z.._.mmvw morning I moved to a position on the Nashville pike,
at the point where the railroad crosses that road, and remained all day
and part of the following night without firing a gun. Indeed, there
was 1o fighting and but little skirmishing on our lines during the time.
Orders being received during the night, my battery, together with the
other ggo:mm of the division, moved, and was placed in the open
woods on the right of the railroad, about 500 yards north of the Cowan
or barnt csaw homse. Chalmers’ brigade was sent to support us.

Very early in the morning (Friday) it became evident that the enemy
would dispute with us for this ground. Twice during the day their gkir-
mishers drove ours in, and the heavy columns of infantry followin £ were
only repulsed by our artillery. It having beer determined that General
Breckinridge should attack iltem on our right, orders were sent to me
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that precisely at 4 o’clock I should open with my battery on the left of
the woods skirting the river bank, and upon the enemy’s- batteries, in
order, as I inferred, to draw their fire from our right. ‘This I evidently
succeeded in doing. They turned all their batteries on me, producing
a concentration of shot and shell such as I never before witnessed. Dur-
ing the night I returned to the place I had left in the morning, and on
Saturday morning moved to our extrems left, to resist a movemeont the
enemy were supposed to be making in that direction. Here we remained
until late in the evening, when orders were given {0 move to the rear of
Murfreesborough., My movements each day of the fight were governed
by orders directly from Lieutenant-General Polk., As usmal, I did not
move with your brigade in the fight, but I do oot doubt but that I gave
you as much sapport as though I had, for my positions covered your
right and front as effectually as if I had been with you, and perhaps
better.

I feel satisfied with the part the battery played, and know that I did
our cause some service, Considering the exposed situation of the com-
pany, it would appear ma.mum.o that we lost 20 few killed and wounded.
Thig mnst be accounted for from the fact that I kept my caissons in the
rear, out of range of the shot, and the limbers and drivers were, for the
most part, sheltered. Only the officers and carnoneers were exposed
all the time; nevertheless, we have to mourn the loss of 3 killed and 4
wounded—all by cannon shot, There were also 7 horses killed.

To Lieutenants [H. R.] McSwine and [J. 8.] McCall I am mueh in-
debted for the proper management of the battery in the soveral engage-
ments in which it participated. The whole company acted bravely, doing
no discredit to their reputation gained at Shiloh and Perryville.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
T. J. STANFORD,
Captain, Commanding Light Rattery.

Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER P, STEWART,
Comdg. Second Brig., First Div., Polk’s Corps, Avmy of Tenn.

No. 207.
Report of Brig. Gen. George Maney, C. 8. Army, commanding Third
Brigade.

HpQEs. MANEY’S BRIGADE, CHEATHAMS DIVISION,
PorLk’s CorPs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Camp near Shelbyville, Tenn., January 15, 1863,

Ste: I respectfully submit the following report of the action of my
command in the battle near Murfreesborough, Tenn., on the 31st ultimo:

It consisted of the First and Twenty-seventh Tennessee Regiwents
(consolidated), Col. H. R. Feild commanding ; Fourth Confederate Regi-
ment(Tennessee), Ool.J. A. MeMurry commanding; Sixth and Ninth Ten-
nessee Regiments (consolidated), Col. C. S. Hurt commanding Smith’s
field battery (four guns—two 12-pounder Napoleons and two 12-pounder
howitzers), First Lieut. William B, Turner commanding. The battalions
werc arranged in line of battle from right to left,in the order above men-
tioned.

My brigade was on outpost duty at Stewart’s Creek, on the Nashville
and Murfreesborough pike,when the enemy commenced his advance from
Nashvil ¢, and on the afternoon of Friday, December 26, hearing firing
n front, I moved forward with my command to La Vergne, a point on
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the pike midway between Nashville and Murfreesborough, and about
15 miles distant from each, where Brigadier-Geeneral Wheeler was sta-
tioned with his cavalry command. Here indications soon convinced me
the enemy was engaged in a general forward movement, and, in consul-
tation with General Wheeler, it was determined to so advise the com.
mauding general.

Next morning the opinion was confirmed as to the movement of the
enemy, and, according to instructions, in conjunction with the cava ,
I fell back slowly, skirmishing with his advance and retarding his
progress, until advised all was ready for action near Murfreesborough.

My command reached its camp near Murfreesborough on Sunday fol.
lowing, prepared rations, and rested there that night.

Next morning I moved to my position in line of battle on the west
bank of Stone’s River, between the Wilkinson pike and the Franklin
road, being the third brigade from the right of Major (General Cheat.
ham’s division, which was formed in rear of, and as a sapporting line
to, that of Major-Geueral Withers, my brigade being directly in rear of
and supporting the one commanded by Colonel Manigaalt.

In the afterncon I moved to the left as snpport to Robinson’s [Robert-
son’s] battery, which engaged a portion of the enemy, and bivounacked
that night with my left flank resting on the Franklin road.

Next morning I returned to my position in rear of Colonel Manigault,
and there remained until I moved into action Wednesday morning,

My understanding of instructions as to our plan of action was that
our troops on the extreme left were to attack the enemy on his right
flank, and as he was driven down the front of our line toward his center
we were to enter the action successively by brigade, each brigade attack-
ing the line immediately in front and swinging to the right, 8o as to
keep up, as far as possible, continued pressing on the enemy’s flank,
our alignment to be held toward our pivot flank.

Under this order, about 8 a. m, Weduesday, I commenced moving for-
ward in support of Oolonel Manigault. In a short time I was under the
enemy’s fire, and, after advancing about 1,000 yards from my position,
met Colonel Maniganlt, who informed me thut, after driving the enemy
{rom his immediate front, he had been compelled to fall back by a ruinons
fire on his right flank from two of the enemy’s batteries. These batteries
were about 600 yards apart, one on quite a high ridge obliquely to my
frout and right, across open ground toward the Harding house; the other
was directly to my right and eould be approached under mromeﬁ. of the
woods in which it was planted. The battery on the ridge was firing
actively, and the two were so related in support of each other that an
attacking force against either singly from our position would be exposed
to flank or oblique fire from the other, and to avoid this it was instantly
arranged that Colonel Maniganlt shouald chauge his fromt to the right
and eugage the Dattery in the woods, while I attacked the one in the
open groaund. In accordance with this plan, Colonels Feild's and Mec-
Murry’s regimeuts were ordered to change direction to the right for
attack upon the battery, and Colonel Hurt, with his regiment, was de.
tached from the line and advanced direetly forward to oceupy a skirt of
woods about 300 yards to his front, for the purpose of protecting the
other two regiments from flank fire during their movement upon the
battery, with instructions that, if he engaged no enemy in these woods,
10 move rapidly forward to his place on the left of myline. These move-
ments were executed with spirit aud promptness, bat the enemy, seeing
the approach of a fresh line, hastily withdrew his battery and its sup-
port from the ridge. My own battery was hurried into position and
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delivered several shots npon his retiring force. Seeing tle enemy re-
tiring, the movement of my line was ehanged more sharply to the right,
throwing a small part of it into the woods on my right and the remainder
moving rapidly forward to the ridge-top he had abandoned. A short
delay being necessary for Colonel Manigault to reform his brigade, my
own got considerably in advance, and the battery in the woods opened
on my right regiment. Colonel Feild at first took this to be our own
battery, and ordered his regiment to lie down without firing, though he
wag within 200 yards of it; nor was this mistake discovered until one
messenger to stop its fire bad been killed and another narrowly escaped
the same fate. His regiment was then ordered to fire, and with the aid
of (I think) a portion of Colonel Manigault’s brigade, which came up on
the right, soon silenced the battery. Meantime my other two regiments,
having attained the ridge-top iu the open field but just abandoned by
the enemy, were met with a furions shelling from a battery in plain view,
about 500 yards distant, and just across the Wilkinson pike. Theword
coming to me from my right that we were being fired on by our own bat-
tery, led me to take the one across the road to be alluded to, that in the
woods being at the moment hidden from my sight. Under these circam-
stances my line was ordered to lie down, and staff officers sent instantly
to the right for accurate information. My battle-flag was conspicuonsly
displayed from the ridge-top, but instead of diminishing sesmed only to
attract the fire of the battery across the road. Next moment suspicion
became certainty as to this battery by discovering the flag of the enemy
in the woods to the right of and near it. Iis purpose in withdrawing
from the ridge was now plain. The ground between my line and the
Wilkinson pike (a distance of from 400 to 500 ¥ards) was an open field,
sloping gradunally to the pike, on the opposite or north side of which and
directlyin my front was a thick wood, aflording good cover. The enemy
had withdrawn from the ridge I now occupied and posted his infantry
in these woods, and established his battery so as to rake the fleld be-
tween us with an oblique fire from my front and right. Evidently his
dispositions were made in expectation of my moving directly over this
field agaiast him. Fortunately, however, the ridge he had abandoned
commanded the new position he had taken, and, finding an excellent
location for my battery, I got it instantly in pesition and opened upon
him with admirable effect, my infantry line lying down the while for
protection. For a short time the artillery fire was hot and spirited, but
Turner’s Napoleons and 12-pounder howitzers, being in easy range and
aided by advantage of position, were more than the enemy could stand.
His battery was soon silenced and his infantry in retreat under our fire.

About this time Major-General Cheatham came in person to wy line,
and Colonel Manigault reported his brigade reformed aud again ready to
advance. By order of the major-general, Colonel Manigault was mnoved
from myright to my left, 2nd we moved across the field in line together,
bearing sharply to the right, General Cheatham accompanying us. In
this movement my center regiment passed over the four guns just beyond
the pike with which my battery had been engaged, and which were too
much disabled to be carried off in the enemy’s flight. My line, after
crossing the pike, was inclined to the left, and moved down through the
cedar brake between the Wilkinson and Nashville pikes. Tue enemy fled
before us without making any stand in these woods, but in & short time
opened a furiouns shelling from his main position near the Nashville pike.
My command was halted at the northern margin of this cedar bralke, in
line with other brigades on my right, and in a short time Major-General
MeCown’s division came forward in prolongation to my left,
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During the afternoon the bulk of our left and center forees were con.
centrated in these woods and formed in two lines, apparently in antici-
wmaoc of the enemy making an attack to regain the field from which he

ad been driven. My command remained in position here in the front,
line until Friday evening, when I was ordered to take position to the
right, in support of our batteries near the Cowan house.

At daylight, Saturday morning, I was ordered back to position in the
cedar brake from which I came the previous evenin g;and remained there
antil our army retired from Murfreesborough, my brigede bringing up
the rear on the Shelbyville road.

I cannot close iny report of this memorable battle without expressing
my highest satisfaction in the conduct of my entire command. - During
the main engagement, and the frequent and severe shellings to which
they were exposed for the three days following, they exhibited the steady
and reliable courage of veterans. Exposure to cold and drenching rain,
added to the fatigue of the battle, could not fail in wearing, to some ex-
tent, their bodies; but under all the dangers and hardships incident to
the time, the morale evinced was admirable, Traly, they bore them-
selves as soldiers, comprehending the stake involved.

My battalion commanders—Colonels Feild Hurt,and MeMurry—have
my thanks for their gallantry and efficiency mE.Ew the entire action, and
I'1efer to their reports, filed with this, for particulars as to their officers
and men., Also, I feel it proper to mention First Lieutenant Turner,
commanding, First Lieat. Chandler [S.] Smith and Second Lient. Charles
[L. B.] Ingraham, of my battery, for their good conduct, and with them
thank their command for the excellent manner in which their guns were
served, :

My staff—Captain [Thomas H.] Malone, assistant adjntant-general ;
Captain [E.] Cockrill, acting ordnance officer and aide; Lientenant Kee-
ble, acting assistant inspector-general and aide—all have my thanks for
valuable services and assistance.

Capt. R. H. Harrison, of the Ninth Tennessee Regiment, having heen
temporarily relieved from his regnlar command by the consolidation of
his regiment, and Hon. John F. House, acted on my staff as volunteer
aides, and exhibited both promptness and daring throughout the action.

In the latter part of the day, Captain [J. H.] Trezevant, First Louisi-
ana Regiment (Regulurs), reported to me, stating himself disabled by a
wound for duty on_foot, but anxions to render what service he could,
mouuted. Under these circumstances I accepted his services, and thank
bim for bearing several orders to different parts of the field.

I wm<m previously farnished a statement of the losses from my com-
mand,

Very respectfully,
GEQ. MANEY,
Brigadier-General.
Maj. JORN INGRAM, Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 208,
Report of Col. H. R. Feild, First Tennessee Infantry.

— —, 1863,
In compliance with orders, I must submit to you the following report
of the part my command took in the action before Murfreesborongh on
Wednesday, Decembr 31, 1862 :
Enemy opened fire on me just as our line arrived at the brick-kiln,
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some 400 or 500 yards south of the Wilkinson pike, from a four-gun bat-
tery about 200 yards distant, which I thought at first was our own bat-
tery, from its position and our very close proximity to it before it opened
fire. With that belief I ordered the men to lie down, and sent Lieutenant

R. F.] James forward to tell them that they were firing on their friends.

e approached within 50 yards of the battery, when he was shot dead
by its support. I still believed it to be our own battery, and sent another
mounted officer to see. I think it was Lieutenant {John H.] Marsh; Ido
not know. He rode within 40 yards of it, when its sapport rose up and
fired a volley at him, buf fortunately missing, when he wheeled kis horse
and made his escape. Then I becamne convineed it was the enemy, and
ordered my regiment to open fire, which they obeyed with reluctance,
the major part of the men thinking it was our own people. But after
firing a fow rounds they became satisfied it was the ememy, and then
opened with great vigor, driving the enemy from his guns, which guns
we passed over as we advanced, and also passed over another battery on
the other side of the pike.

All the loss my regiment sustained was in the engagement at the brick-
kiln, which was some eighty-odd, and was the only place that we actu-
ally engaged the enemy.

Great credit is due both officers and men, who behaved themselves
with coolness and bravery, and showed themselves worthy of the regi-
ment to which they belong,

Captain Maney and hiscompany was attached to myregiment through-
out the whole, and acquitted themselves with equal credit with the rest
of the command. Captain [E.] Cockrill was with me during the action
and rendered valuable service, for which I tender him my thanks. He
bad his horse killed under him while riding in front of the regiment en-

couraging the men,
H. R. FEILD,

Colonel, Commanding First Tennessce Regiment.
{Brigadier-]General GEo. MANEY.

No. 209.
Report of Col. James A. McMurry, Fourth Tennessee Infantry.

NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENX.,
January 29, 1863,

I respectfully report that my regiment, agreeably to orders from Brig.
Gen, G. Maney, commanding brigade, marched from their camps early
on the morning of December 29 last, and took their position iu line of
battle in the center of the brigade before Murfreesborougl, on the west
bank of Stone’s River, and remained there untit the morning of the 31st,
the day of the general engagement, except the first evening, when it
was ordered to march to the left a few hundred yards, when firing from
artillery and infantry indicated that a strong attack might be made.
The rogimnent encamped there until the next day, when it was ordered
back to its first position in line of battle.

At an early hour on the morning of the 31st, the firing from artille;y
and infantry gavoe evidence that all parts of the Tront line were engaged
in battle, when the regimeut,as early as 8 a. m., was ordered by the bri-
gade commander toadvance, for the purpose of participating in the battle.
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The regiment advanced to a distance of some 500 yards, until it h
our front line of battle, when it was halted, awmwa tho eam‘.ﬁmdggm%
ocoupied our front line of battle, for some cause, had been thrown into
disorder and confusion. After halting here some twenty minutes, unti}
the broken brigade had reformed, and being all the while under fire from
artillery and infantry of the enemy, in position in a skirt of woods g
little in advance of the right of the brigade, near what is called the
Wilkinson pike, the regiment again received orders to advance, which
was done by making a cirole through a cotton-field until the direction
was changed to the right, when the regiment encountered a strong bat-
tery, well and ably supported by infantry, in position not more thap
300 yards in advance of the right of the brigade, and apparently not more
than 150 yards distant, when the first battery opened upon the brigade,
This second battery wag considerably—some say 300 Yards or more—in
rear of the forces of the enemy. On their right, being driven back a
considerable distance, and from the artillery and infantry combined, 5
most destruetive fire was directed against our advancing column; and
it being altogether uncertain whether the missiles of death were directed
by friend or foe, Sm.umwmsmwﬂ was halted and covered, and protected
itself as well as possible upon this ground and behind obstacles until it
conld be ascertained by whom we were being fired upon. Here the
brigade commander, who was immediately in the rear of my regiment,
sent some of his staff to ascertain this fact; and I here desire to call
attention to the skill, gallantry, and cool courage of Sergeant Qakley.
color-bearer of my regiment, who, while the regiment was thus aﬁanm
and in doubt, volunteered and did march out with the fag of his conn-
MQ some 8 or 10 paces in advance of his regiment, and held aloft the
N@. which he bore erect zome ten minntes in & conspicuous place for
the fire of the enemy, and amid a terrific fire, to test by whose fire the
brigade was suffering so severely. The continued heavy firing directed
upon our line soon demenstrated thas the battery and its support were
uw mistaken friends of ours, and the battery belonging to the brigade was
placed in a position by the brigade commander on an eminence, where it
and all the infantryof the brigadeopened a well-directed and destructive
fire againat the hostile battery and infantry, and after a heavy fire from
us (continued some fifteen or twenty minutes) we drove the battery and
_w.mmmnwrma from their position, which resulted in the battery (consisting
o A our pleces of artillery) being carried off by the enemy some 150 yards,
wqammw. _Muﬂrﬂm oapamgn& Fm and an_wno the handsof the brigade, the enemy

it an : = ;
vw_uﬁ_m_a_onbﬂnnma B&nnum. y er, my regiment passing immediately
6 loss tomy regiment in dislodging this battery and its infantry sup-
port from this well-selected position in the woods M.WE. brigade rmwm:m. wo
attack them frorm an open field) was very considerable.
I have to regret the loss of Capt. D. P, Skelton, of Company K, in my
%N_Eoua Who was here mortally wounded. This was a severe loss 1o
rpw company; also thatCapt. C. Brown was very severely wounded in the
thigh—ag brave officer, who is disabled from any further field service:
and also the m.omm of 2 non-commissioned officers and 5 privates, and some
mM.ho:.ooEB_mm_ouoa [officers] and privates were wounded. And here
wﬁ%ﬂw‘wﬂwﬂmg J wwu&mg%m‘ wm&_%u_:n in the regiment, was wounded i the
, Wi ndered valuable aasi

auw—m_sﬂm Tauch conmeao, agsistance on the day of the battle,
er driving theeuemy from their position. the regiment, with i-
gade, under orders from the SEBwuw%aﬂ gggaﬁguonwr a ”_mwuwﬂm
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woods. When they had proceeded about half through the woods, the
enemy, from their numerous batteries on the Nashville and Murfrees-
borough turnpike, began and directed a heavy cannonading against oar
advancing line, which continued for some twenty minutes, resulting in
the wounding of some 2 or 3 men in my regiment, and from here the
regiment and brigade, which had been in the present line of attack ever
since it had arrived at our front line of battle, advanced under the com-
mand of Colonel Feild (General Maney having been assigned to lake
command of the left) to a field on the Nashville and Murfreesborough
turnpike, where it was directed to be halted, and where it opened a fire
on the enemy’s line on the turnpike, when 1 officer of the regiment
was wounded and 1 private killed, which closed the fight on the part
of my regiment that day. My regiment encamped here that night on
our extreme front line, and remained on our extreme front line, except
one night, until our forces were withdrawn on Saturday night, at 2 a. m.,
the brigade constituting the rear guard of the retiring forces.

Duriug the three days after the fight of the 31st the enemy kept up
a Drisk but irregular fire on our line, which was not returned in any
way, except by some skirmishers, which I kept constantly in front of my
regiment, and who, it is believed, did considerable execution against the
enemy by the discharge of their small-arms.

I have further to report that the men and officers of the regiment en-
dured considerable hardships and privations during the six days we
were in line of battle before Murfreesborough with great patience and
fortitude, such as becomes true soldiers, without uttering any complaint,
and that the field, staff, and company officers gallantly and with alacrity
performed their duties during the whole time, and to whose assistance
much is due to the part performed by the regiment during the engage-
ment.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. A. McMURRY,
Colonel, Commanding Fourth Tennessee Regiment.

Capt. THOMAS H., MALONE,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

No. 210.

RBeport of Maj. John L. Harris, Sizth Tennessee Infantry, commanding
Sizth and Ninth Regimenis,

Magcw 20, 1863,

S1R : I have the honor to submit the following report of the Sixth and
@ﬁgﬁ ﬁonmommmguw Tennessee Begiments in the late action before

urfreesborough on December 31, 1862 :

Having been posted on the left wing of General Mauney brigade—which
was in the center of the left wing and in the second line, which rested
ou Stone’s River, where we had been for two days before the regular
engagement, which began on the merning of December 31—when the
firing had become heavy in the frontline, which was early in the morning
of December 31, we were ordered forward to support it with the balance
of the brigade, by General Maney. After marching straight to the front
fibout 300 yards, we were halted in a corn-field about 200 yards in front
of a wood Iot, in which a portion of the enemy were posted. While in



