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8EcoNp D1visioN.

Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

Firat Drigade.
Brig. Gen. L. E. POLE.

ist Arkansas, Col. Jobn W. Colquitt.
13th Arkansas.
16th Arkanaaa.

5th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

24 Tenneesee, Col. W. D. Robison.

5th Tenneasse, Col. B. J. Hill. .
Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lieut. T. J. Key.

Second Brigade.
Brig, Gen. 8t. JoHN R. LipDELL.

2d Arkansas, Col. D. C, Govan,
$th Arkansas, Lieat. Col. John E. Murray.

Col. 8. G. 8mith.
?g ﬁtﬁm:3 Lieut. Col, F. J. Cameron.

Maj. W. F. Douglase.
fth Arkansas:

Col. John H. Kelly.
Liout. Col. G. F. Baucum.
Bweit's (Misaissippi) battery, Lieut. H.
Shannon.

McCowN's
Maj. Gen. I
First Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. EcToR.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke.
11th Texas Cavalry:

Col. J. C. Burks,

Lieut. Cot. J. M. Bounds.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp.
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A, Andrews.
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busarop B. JOHNSON.

17th Tennessse :

Col. A. 5. Marks,

Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd,
23d Tennessee, Lient. Col. R. H. Kesble
25th Tennesses ;

Col. J. M. Hugha.

Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis.
J7th Tennesses:

Col. M. White.

Msj. J. T. MoRaynolde.

Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennessee, Col. John 8. Falion.
Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery, Cept. Put.

Darden,

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. B. A, M. Woob.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
332 Alabama, Col. Samuel Adama,
3d Confederate, Maj. J. F. Cameron,
45th Missiesippi, Lieut. Col. R. Charlton,
15th Mississippi Baitalion Bharpshooters,
Capt. A. T. Hawkins.
Alabams Battery, Capt. Honry C. S8emple.

Division.”
P. McCown.

Second Brigade.

Brig, Gen. Jamgs E. RaIxs.
Col. B. B. VaxcE.

3d Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. A.
Stovall.

9th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Jogeph T.
Bmith

20th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vance.
11th Tennesses :
Col. G. W. Gordon.
Lieut, Col. William Thedford.
Eufauls (Ala.) Light Artillery, Lieut. W.
A. MeDuffie.

Third Brigads.

Brig. Gen. EvaxDER McNAIR.
Col. R. W. HABYER.

1st Arkansas Mouuted Rifles: i

Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramsaur.

24 Arkausas Mounted Ritles,! Lieut. Col. J. A. Williamson.
4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn.

30th Arkaneas:
Maj. J. J. Franklin,
Capt. W, A. Cotter.

4th Arkensas Battalion, Maj.

J. A. Roses.

Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Haumphreya.

* Of Smith’s corps, serving with Hardee,
t The regiments of this brigade serving as infantry.

t Berving as infantry.
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CAVALRY.*
Brig. Gen. JosgrH WREELER.

W heeler’s Drigade. Wharton's B igade.

Brig. Gen. JostPH WHEELER. Brig. Gen. JOEN A. WHARTON,

1at Alabama, Col. W, W. Allen. 14th Alabama Battalion,Lieut. Col. James
3d Alabama: C. Malonae.
Maj. F. Y. Gaines. 15t Coufederate, Col. John T, Cox.
Capt. T. 0. Mauldin, 3d Confederate, Lieut. Col. William N.
§lst. Alabama: Estes.
Col. John T, Morgan. 2d Georgia:
Licut. Col. J. D. Webb. Lieut. Col. J. E, Danlop.
8th Coufedorate, Col. W. B. Wade. Maj. F. M. Ison.
16t Tennessee, Col. James BE. Carter. 3d Georgia {detachment), Maj. R
— Tennessee Battalion, DeWitt C. Thompson.

Douglass. ) 2d Tennesses, Col. H. M. Ashby.
— Tenpessee Battalion, Maj. D. W, | 4th Tennessee, Col. Baxter Smith.
Holman. — Tennessee Baitalion, Maj. John R.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. Hl. Wiggins. Davis.

Bth Texas, Col. Thomas Harrison,
Murray’s (Tennessce ) regiment, Maj. W. 8.
Bledsoe.
Escort company, Capt. Paul F'. Anderson.
MeCown’s eacort company, Capt. L. T.
3d Kentucky, Col. J. R. Batler. Hardy.
5th Kentueky, Col. D. H. Smith. White's (Tennessee) Lattery, Capt. B. F.

Buford’s Brigade.

Brig. Geu. A. BUFOED.

6th Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigaby. White, jr.
Pegrem’s Brigadet
Brig. Gen. JOHN PRGRAM.
1at Georgia.
18t Louisiana.
ARTILLERY.{

Baxter’s (Tennessce) battery.
Byrne's ( Kentueky) battery.
Gibson’s (Georgia) battery.

No. 190.

Reports of General Braxton Bragg, C. 8. Army, commanding Army of
Tennessee, with congratulatory orders, de.

MURFREESBOROCUGH, TENN., December 30, 1862,
(Received at Richmond, Va., January 1, 1863.)

Artillery firing ut intervals and heavy skirmishing of light troops
all day. Enemy very cautious, and declining a general engagement.

 Armies are in line of battle within sight.

BRAXTON BRAGG.
General S. COOPER.

* Vorrent’s and Morgan’s commands on detached service

t Probably incomplete.

§ Byroe's battery mentioned in Breckenridge's report. The others do not appear to
have been engaped in the campaign. Baxter’s battery reported as at Shellyville,
December 31, and Gilson's was ordered, December 1, 1862, to Chattanoogs, Tenn., ta
bae fitted for the fiell.
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Sixteenth Tenuessee. The battery accordingly took position on the
right of the Nashville road, about three-fourths of a mile in advanee of
its {former position, and near the river. Here we halted about an hour,
during which we lost 1 man killed and 2 horses withuat opening fire,
The battery was then ordered to advance, in order the Letter to return
the enemy’s fire. We therefore proceeded up the road about 200 yards,
when we were met by our forces, making a slight retrograde movemens,
and the battery was compelled to take its tormer position, nearly. Here
we immediately went into battery and &red a fow rounds, by order of
General Breckinridge, to assist in steadying our own troops, though not
having a very fair shot at the enemy. Late in the evening the battery
was ordered to eross over to the Wilkinson road, and finally to its old
position near the railroad bridge for the night.

On the next day, the 1st instant, we were ordered to oecupy a position
in line with four or five other batteries on the high ground to the left of
the Nashville road, and about the same distance in front as our position
the day before. We here fortified our guns 28 well as circumstances
permitted, but did not return the few shots the enemy gave us in this
position.

During the evening Captain Carnes, by order, took our two howitzers
overto the bluff, on the right of the railroad and pike, near the river, and
opened what we afferward learned to be a very destructive fire upon the
enemy, compelling them to retire and chapge their position. The enemy
did not reply with artiilery, and our immediate front was cleared of bis
sharpshooters.

The pext day, the 2d instant, our whole battery (also {Capt. T. J J Stun.
ford’s and [M.] Swmith’s) took pesition i line on the same bluff. To our
left, across the Nashville road, were [W. L.} Scott’s and {F. H.] Robert-
son’s batteries. We all opened simultaneously to ¢lear our front of the
enemy’s sharpshooters, who had reoccupied the woods along our front
during the night. The enemy replied by several Latteries, two of which
were composed of rifled guns. The firing continued about twenty min-
utes. Oar caissons, under command of Lientenant [James M.] Cockrill,
were then ordered up to replenish our ammunition chests. Two similar
artillery conflicts took place during the day, our caissons being brought
up each time to supply our limbers. The caissons were held under sach
cover as the ground allowed, about 300 yards in the rear.

During the evening Captain Carnes took our two liowitzers to the right
of our line of batteries, very near the river, avd effectually cleared the
woods of the enemy in front of our right. At night the battery was
ordered back to the rifle-trench running across the field, 200 or 300 yards
in rear of the burnt brick house, and supported by General Maney’s
brigade.

At daylight ou the morning of the 3d instant our battery took the same
position Ly itself on the Dlutf, instructed not to reply to the enemy’s ar
tillers, but to repel any advatce of the enemwy’s infantry or sharpshoot-
ers.  We immediately opeved a brisk fire upon the enemy’s skirmishers,
who had again oecupied the woods in our front. We soon cleared the
woods of the enemy, though supported, as usnal, by their artillery.

Late in the evening the enemy opened a powerful fire of his artillery
upon our position, attracted, probably, by the appearance of a regiment
going to relieve our pickets in the woods. We lost at this time 1 man
killed and 4 wounded. About 7 p. m. We were ordered to return to our
old eamy, near town.

Our battery had thus stood at strict attention for seven days, daring
which the harness had not been taken from the horses. Our men be-
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haved with firmness throughout, and handled their gnns with adwmirable
gkitl and quickness.® ] X

Jorpl. Martin Armstrong, missing, heard of at home since, neat Tracy
City.

%Te lost 4 horses killed. Three caisson wheels were rendered unsery-
iceable.

We fired in all between 300 and 350 rounds. The battery was engaged
once on Wednesday, once ou Thursday, four times on Fr}day, and once
on Saturday—in all seven times. We used almost entirely spherical
case and canister, and in every case 50 far successful as to have the effect
intended. The fuses operated in accordance with the tables, as We_had
taught the gunoers. We nsed only the Bormann fuse.  AstO the adjust-
able sights, we could make little or no use of them, though we ascer-
tained nothing against their character for very long ranges; but on the
occasion under discussion our ehiefs of pie(l:es much pref(:.lr_redi to watch

‘ { - their shots, and regulate the elevation accorcing y.
the effect of the ’ ¢ L. G. MARSHALL,
Lieutenant, Commanding Capt. W, W. Carnes’ Battery.

No. 201,

Report of Brig. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart, C. 8. Army, commanding
Second Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, FIrST DIVISION,
PoLx’s CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
January 13, 1963.

Str: [ have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by this brigade in the military operations in front of Murfreesborough,
Tenn., commencing ou Monday, December 2%, 1862, and closing on
Supday, January 4, 1863: ) _

The Lrigade was composed of the TFourth and Fifth Tennessee Regi-
ments, amatgamated and commanded by Col. O. F. Strahl; the Twen-
tv.fourth Teunessee Regiment, Col. 1. L. W. Bratton; the Thirty-first
and Thirty-third Tenpessee Itegiments, amalgamated and commanded
by Col. E. E. Tansil; the Nineteenth Tennessee liegiment, Col. F. M.
Walker, and Capt. T. J. Stanford’s Mississippi battery. We struck
tents, packed up baggage, and sent the wagons to the rear on Sunday
pight, December 28. N _

Early Monday moruing we crossed Stone’s River and formed line of
battle on its north bank, being on the left of Donelson and right of
Maney, the right of the brigade being some distance on the left of the
Wilkinson pike. Au open country lay in front of the line, excepting on
the left, where Walker’s regiment was covered by the open forest. From
800 to 1,000 yards in front of ws lay the first line, Major-General Withers’
division, our division forming the second and supporting line. Nothing
of special interest oveurred on Monday.

On Tuesday moraing a few shells {rom the enetmy passed over and near
us, wounding one wan in Bratton's regiment, and late in the evening
we were under a heavy artillery fire for some half hour or more, but
without ipjury. In the course of the afternoon of Tuesday an officer
came from Colonel Manigault, of the Tenth South Carolina, who eom-

*Nominal list shows 2 men killed and 4 wonnded.
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manded the third brigade from the right in Withers’ division. He
stated that Colonel Manigault was in need of a section of long-range
guns to dislodge guns of the enemy, he having ouly smooth-bores of
short range, and that he had applied to General Mabey, whose brigade
was the support of Manigaunlt’s, who replied that he liad none suitable
for the purpose. He came to me, therefore, for a section of Stanford’s
battery. Kunowing that Stanford, his officers, and men were always
ready to go wherever needed, two pieces were_promptly dlspa_tched in
charge of Lieutenant [A. A.] Hardin, On their return I was informed
they were not properly snpported ; that they were required to engage,
at & distance not esceeding 600 yards, guns that were throwing shell,
canister, and spherical case; tbat they accognphshed no useful purpose,
but sustained some loss, one or two men being wounded, and Lient. A.
A. Hardin, commanding & section, a most estimable and gallant young
officer, being killed. ) )

Tuesday night, or early Wednesday morning, was reeeived a copy of
General Bragg’s order directing an attack to commence on the left and
gradoally extend to the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike, the left
wing to swing round toward the right on a pivot at the pike. I wasalso

informed Dboth by Lieutenant-General Polk and by a staff officer from

Major General Withers that I was to be dirceted by the latter, and to obey
his orders. )

On Wednesday worning, December 31, about 8 o’clock, 1 was noti-
fied to move forward, gradually wheeting to the right and wmaintaining
a distance of a few hundred yards (supporting distance) from Anderson’s
brigade, Withers’ division. After advancing some distance directly to
ihe front aeross the open field, the brigade was moved to the left by the
flank, so as to place the entire line under cover of the forest from the
enemy’s artillery fire. The ground over which we were then moving
being wet and heavy, Captain Stanford was directed to take the Wilkin-
son (or Wilkerson) pike. I did not see anything more of him or his bat-
tery for a day or twao, they baving doubtless been employed elsewhere
by the orders of some one of my super:ors.

The line of infantry advanced through the woods, gradually wheel-
ing to the right, and occasionally halting to readjust the line, and main-
taining its supporting distauce from Anderson, General Withers himself
being often with us, and the movements of the brigade eorresponding to
his wishes. At one point he sent word that Anderson’s two left regi-
ments would be thrown forward, perbaps, to attack the battery that
continued to play upon our advancing lines, and desired me fo throw
forward two regiments in a corresponding manuer. Fearing this would
seatter the brigade and produce confusion, it was suggested to him that
the entire brigade had better be advanced, to which he assented. Wo
shortly arrived at the stone wall built by Anderson’s men, where they
were placed in line on Sunday, the 23th. Several men were wounded
here by the fire of the battery in front. While in this position the
Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth Regiments Mississippi Volonteers {belong-
ing, as was supposed, to Anderson’s brigade) fell baek in disorder,
Jeaviog a large number of dead and wounded in the open ground be-
youd the Wilkinson pike, over which they had charged. They were
rallied in our rear chiefly by Major [L. W.] Finlay, of my staff, and
again sent forward. The Twenty-niuth ultimately formed on my left,
where it remained antil the close of the battle, when it moved away to
join its brigade. The brigade moved on from this position to the pike,
where it was faced by the left flank and marched a short distance down
the road, to bring its right under cover of the woods, when it moved
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apain to the front. It crossed the open ground intervenng between
the pike and the cedar forest beyond, and advaneed to the relief of
the font line, which was giving way, and, by a rapid fire, coinmencing
with Walker’s regiment {the Nincteenth) on the left and gradually
extending to the right, repulsed the cnemy, who fled in confusion to
the dense cedar woods, leaving many dewd und wouanded behind, Near
the edge of the woods we cawme upon the battery (Ifirst Missouri) that
had previously annoyed us so wuch, and which the enemy were uew
attempting to rewove. Our advance was so rapid and fire so destract.
ive that they were compelled to abandon two pieces and one or two
caissons. We left them behind, aud, pressing rapidly forward, drove
the enemy befoere us. They attempted to make a stand at several
points, but, unable to endure our fire, were driven throngh the forest
and across the open ficld beyvond to the high ground in the vicinity of
the railroad. Here they took sbelter nnder the guns of three or four
batteries, leaving a number of prisoners in our hands and many dead
and wounuded scattered tbhrough the woods and covering the open field
over which they fled in double-quick time. Thesc batteries opened npon
us, and for some time we were exposed to a terrific fire of shell, canister,
and splerical case. Having no battery of our own, and being nearly
oat of ammunition, it was impossible to proceed farther. Staff officers
were dispatched —one to bring up Stanford’s battery, anofher for amwu-
nition. 'The latter was soon supplied, but word came from Lieutenant.
General Polk that Stanford was ewployed under his own immediate
orders, and could not be spared. While moving through the cedar for-
est the commaund of Brigadier General Jackson came up on the right.
The Fifth Georgia, immediately on the right, with the Fourth and Fifth
Teunessee, advanced beyond the general line and delivered a heavy and
well-sustained fire upon the retreating ravks of the enemy, doing fine
execution,

About this time Colonel [J. A.] Jaquess, of the I'irst Lonisiana (Regu-
lars), rode vapidly up to Colonel EE. Ii.] Tansil and delivered some order,
which I did not liear. Iuumediately Tansil's regiment begav to fall back
without waiting for a command, and was gradually followed by the rest of
the brigade, and T learned from Tansil that Jaquess bronght to him an
order purporting to come from Major General Cheatham to “wmove by
the right of companies to the rear” The order not baving been deliv.
ered to we, not recognizing Cotonel Jaquess as a member of General
Cheathara's staff, and satisfied that the movemeut was demoralizing in
a high degree, it was arrested as prowptly as possible. The line was
halted and reforined, and moved forward again to the edge of the woords,
where wo remained until darl, when, leaving a strong picket guard, the
command was withdrawn a tew bundred yards to the rear, to bhivonae,
taking alony a large nwinber of small-arms, announition, and equipments,
which were removed next day by wagons bronght out for the punrpose.

Latein the afternoon, Lient. Col. W, B. ess, formerly of Col. [J.} Knox
Walker’s {Seeond) Tennessee regiment, was wounded by a minie bullet
in the right side of the neek and throat. Ile was removed to the hos-
pital, and subsequently to a private residence in Murfreesborough, where
he died on Friday, Janonary 2. He wus serving as a volunteer on my
staff. He was with his regiment at the battle of Belmont in November,
1861; resigned in January, 1862, and joined me as a volunteer aide at
Corinth a few dayvs Lelore the battle of Shiloly, where he behaved well,
and was very useful. He was a brave mau and a good officer.

While attemipting to stop the retrograde movement alluded to, Col,
H. L. W. Bratton, of the Twenty -fourth Regiment, had his left leg shat-
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tered near the thigh joint by a piece of shell or a grape-shot. Thelimb
was amputated, and le was left iv hospital in Murfreesborough, with
little hope on the part of the surgeons of his recovery. He was ane of
the best and bravest officers in the entire army. Always prompt to
obey or execute an order, indefatigable in drilling and disciplining his
men, he was animated by a lofty courage and patriotism that bid defiance
to danger. He distinguished himself by his cool and conrageous bear-
ing both at Perryville and Murfieesborougl, and was indeed a, ¢ knight
without fear and without reproach.”

The force we engaged in this famous cedar brake was composed, at
least in part, of regulars. Some of the prisoners and wounded men stated
that they belonged to the Sixteenth, Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Reg-
ulars, and that their brigade was commanded by Colonel {George W.]
Roberts, who fell while gallantly attempting to rally his men about op-
posite the center of my line. He was buried Satorday evening, and the
spot marked by a stone having his uame scratched upon it with the
point of a bayonet. .

During the tlree following days (Tharsday, Friday, and Saturday)
we held our position at the edge of the brake, the enemy occupying the
ridge, but a few hundred yards in front, with a heavy lorce of infantry
and artillery, frequently shelling us, and wounding a few men at almost
every round, The command remained in line, enduring this trying or-
deal with admirable patience and fortitude. At length, on Saturday
night, onr pickets were relieved by Colouel Carter’s cavalry, and about
1or 2 a. m. on Sunday, the 4th, we Jeft the field for Shelbyville. _

Throughout the week officers and men behaved in a wanner that is
beyond praise. ) .

1 desire especially to mention Col. O. F. Strahi, commauding Fourth
and Tifth Regiments; Col. H. J.. W. Bratton, of the Twenty fourth; Col.
E. L. Tausil, commanding the Thirty-first and Thirty-third, and Col. F.
M. Walker, of the Nineteenth, who, with all their field officers, behaved
most nobly. ‘

The Nineteenth (Colonel Walker's) suffered more heavily than any
other in the brigade. Colonel Walker, in his report, mentions the brave
conduct of Orderly Sergt. Joseph Thompson, Company I, who, after the
brigade had baited at the edge of the cedar bottom, advanced far into
the field and captured 2 prisoners. Our loss was heavy—over one-fourth
of those engaged. The list* of killed and wounded has already been
sent in,

Besides those already mentioned, Lieutenant-Colonel [J. A.] Wilson
and Adjt. H. W. Mott,} of the Twenty-fourth, were wounded, as were
also Major [R. A.] Jarnigan, of the Nineteenth, and Captain {T. H.]
Yrancis, of the Fourth. Several valuable officers were killed. Lieun-
tenant-Colonel [lAndrew J.] Kellar, of the Fourth, was really too iii for
duty; nevertheless, be was at lIits post.

Many of the enemy’s dead, and some of our own, were left on the field
unburied. We procared a fow spades on Saturday evening, and buried
as many bodies as was possible nnder the circomstances, 1 would re-
spectfully submit that at least all our own dead might have been buried
during the three days we held the fielkd. Attention is also respectfully
called to the plundering and stripping of the dead, ¢ven our own, and
to the propriety of a general order prohibiting it. o

1 caunot close this imperfect sketch without expressing my obligations
to the gentlemen who served on my staff, and who made themselves so

* See No. 191, p. 676. t Register has W. H. Mott killed at Murfreeshorough.

Crar. XXX17. 5 !
| THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 727

mtelligently usefal and efficient, r "
vigently usef| T 4 regardless of danger, viz: (. by
(g’l.ni‘;l: Ié;{lz)(i, c}s(flr]&:taﬂt aﬁljutiané-general; Capt. R.EA. ,H:Ltche?,}"lgf;:-i:i%
‘ v oabbe 2000 AL Lauderdale, formerly of the Tifth ! :
aide; Maj. L. W.Finlay, of the Fourth, and Lieut. Panl 1. | olunteer
Thiviythd supernume,rarie ourth, and Lieut. Paul Jones, jr., of the
L s by the amalgamation of their ren:
with others, but who preferred to be i . Thiess ot oty
t : : : he field. T ficers
Private ¥rauk C, Usler, of t] rst Tou ing a8 orderty
_ k C. T, te First Tennessee, acting as order|y. s
a,qmlve and efficient, and contributed not a little to thegea.s: I;n(;{lga’, ‘_vlgge
WIEI 1‘1 which [ was ;nabled to haudle the brigade i
aving received no report from Captain Stanf i
! 1 anford, and his
ﬁ;ai:lggtbiiei geﬁir‘:‘i?ltgr%ni: the brigade before it really :rent inml;a:;tttig:xy
Ve an acc i 1 i )
however, were, as usnal, valuable, ount of its services, which 1 fearty
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. P, STEWART,

Capt. Jonw INGRAM, Brigadier. Generat.

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 202,

Beport of Col. Oscar F. Strahl Fourth T
. - ennessee In .
Fofnrlh a;ld ‘lﬂi}(‘th R{,‘g‘i}nen ' ﬂlnt, y, Goﬂlmandlﬂg

JANUARY 5, 1863
SIr: On the morning of December 29 , .
( 3 ] T 29, 1862, T took e
(Ii‘_(:;fh agd Tifth Regiments jI‘ganllessc’(z Vol’unteers a(:ltgm‘;;g (i)xi:é:[:f
4 (]:cupiyq'a {cl)rw ;;egloafem tczklja pisu‘%losn in line of battle. The position we
west bank of Stone’s River and i i
left of General Donelson’s bri i foh brigagy oy on the
gade, the right of which bri
the Chattanooga and Nashville Railroad. & W, med i eedon
until about 9 o'clock in the mornin . oty when we wois bosition
: k g of the 31st, when
to advance in such a manner as to ehan irection gradually to i
C ‘ g e direction graduall h
right, keeping dressed to the left We a‘giv in this Toenter ety
left. anced in this mann til
we came to where General Withers’ men Lad th Soreast
works. At this point we were halted ime, 2md Tad cecast
or a short time, and had sev
men wounded by grape and canister from tl ; o While
WG ' ; e enemy’s . Whi
Fgﬁéglgi ;11(él"d‘3i,aigelieg!ment from General Withers’ divigriongt%ﬁsba;? ;1;]3
) 7 10 Iy rear. We then advanced, first
cedar thicket and then through 100 or 500 vo
gh a0 open field for some 400 or 500
where we entered a cedar glade, All thig ti o Soaly
ere G ed ¢ . this time we w
changing direction to the right. In s 1 i tor passing ity
the oot hagon to the ‘g - U 4 1ew minutes after passing into
‘ ] gaged by the enemy, but drove th {
us, taking gquite a number of prisoners.  We conti “to press
L 1615, ¢ continued to press the
enemy, fighting as we advanced, until we had driv § ¢
of the glade. The slaughter of the ety rent marely out
5 Cllemy was ve; eat |
edge of the glade, as they were slow to leave the gn%:ara;n{il%uitmtg:

yards of our lines. We soon silenced ity b i

i . g C owever, by send
sharpshé)obe'rs, who so disabled it that the ba.tter’y ibiredl?gag?;; %[gg
gun ana caisson behind. This was on Wedneaday eveni,ng, the 31st

We remained in the position w e i i
the time exposed to t,Il)le enem y’: gzgsf)ccupled el Saturday night, all
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formed our first line this a. m., 4 miles from Murfreesborongh. The cav-
alry we kept back with the greatest ease, but finally they brought up
geveral regiments of infauiry in line of hattle, cotors Aying, with cavalry
on the flanks and artillery piaced! in a favorable position. By this means
they snceeeded in driving us 2 miles. The last aitack was b miles from
Murfreesborongh, the shock of which was sufficiently great to prevent
them from aking any farther advance to-night.  'We must have killed
and wounded a great many of them. Qur loss, G or 7 wounded, inelud-
ing my aide, Lieutenanc Wailes. My adjutant, Lieutenant Burford, was
alightly wounded yesterday by a shell. T ghall have no difficuity in
keeping back the enemy from Beitbuckle for several days, if Genernl
Wharton suceeeds in keeping them back on the Shelbyville pike. Of
course, it will take more time to reach Warirace and Shelbyville.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHEELER,
Brigadier- General and Chief of Cavalry.
Lieutenant-General POLEK.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY,
Near Fosterville, Tenn., January 26, 1863,

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that my command—consisting
of the First Alabama Cavalry, Colonel {William W.] Allen; Third Ala-
bama, Major [F. Y.] Gaines; Fifty-first Alabama, (olonel [Jolin T.] Mor-
gan; Eighth Confederate, Colonel [W. B.] Wade, and two Tennessee bat-
talions, nnder Majors [D. W.] Holman and DeWitt C. Douglass, together
with [Capt. J. H.] Wigging battery —was, on the 26th ultimo, stationed
at Stewart’s Creek, on the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike, and
about 10 miles northwest of Marfreesborough. My line of vedettes,
forming a continnous line, extended from a point east of Stone’s River,
on my right. crossing the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike about 10
miles from Nashville, and extending to a point abont half way from said
pike to Brentwood, the posts of the pickets and grand guards being at
favorable positions on the avenues of approach and at points varying
from 300 to 1,000 yards in rear of the line of vedettes. General Pegram’s
brigade was stationed on the right and General Wharton’s Lrigade on
the left of my line.

About 7 o’clock on the morning of December 26, [1862,] the enemy
advanced in large force, driving in our vedettes. On arriving at the
front and seeing the extent of the movement, I ordered up the entire
command and deployed it in line of battle. We engaged the enemy
during the entire day, falling back about 3 miles. We also engaged the
epemy during the 28th and 29th ultimo, killing and wounding large num-
bers, meeting but very slight losses ourselves.

By the evening of the 29th we had reached the line of battle of our
infantry and had placed my brigade on the extreme right of the line.

At midnight, pursnant to orders from General Bragg, 1 proceeded
with my command, re-enforced by Colonel |James E.] Carter’s regiment,
to the enemy’s rear.

By daylight on the 30th we had reached Jefferson, aud soon after et
a brigade train, with all the equipage of one brigade. We attacked
vigorously, drove off the gnards, and destroyed the train, baggage,
equipage, &c., also capturing about 50 prisoners. We then proceeded
toward La Vergne, and captured a party of ‘Federals out stealing and
gathering stock, and soon after overtook and captured a small foraging
train,
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About noon we arrived in the vicinity of La Vergne and found it filled
with soldiers and large truins parked in the fields surrounding the place.
We immediately charged in three columns, completely surprising the
guards, who wa: e but slight resistance, We iwmediately paroled the
prisoners, wmounting to about 700, and destroyed immense trains and
gtores, amounting to many hnndred thousands of dollars. 'We then pro-
ceeded to Rock Spring, attacked, captured, and destroyed another large
train. We then marehed on Nolensville without opposition, capturing
large trains, stores, and arms, and about 300 prisoners. We slept for a
few bours 5 miles from Nolensville, and at 2 o'clock the next morning
proceeded to the left flank of our army, having made a complete circuit
of the enemy’s rear. On arriving the live was engaged, We pressed on
and attacked ewemy on the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike, just
north of Overall’s Creek. After a brisk engagement we moved across
the creek and made an attack on the enemy at that point, driving him
for 2 miles and successfully engaging him until dark, when we fell back
to the left of our line, where we remained during the night,

1n this latter engagement Colonel Allenand Lieutenant-Colonel [James
D.ﬁWebb were.wounded.

arly on the morning of January 1, I proceeded, pursuant to direc-
tions from General Bragg, with my own and General Wharton’s brigade,
to the rear of the enemy. We attacked a large train near La Vergne,
dispersing its guards, and eaptured and destroyed a large number of
wagons and stores. We also captured one piece of artillery. Toward
evening we received orders to return, and we regained our positions on
the flanks of tlhe army by 2 o’clock on the morning of the 2d instant.
We remained in position that night and next day, engaging the enemy
at every opporrunity.

At9 oclock that evening I proceeded again to the rear of the enemy,
sceording to directions from General Bragg, and succeeded next mornp-
ing in capturing a nowber of horses, wagons, and prisoners. About 2
p. m., we attacked a large ordnance train ut Cox’s Hill, heavily goarded
by cavalry and infantry, and sueceeded in driving off the cavalry goards
and in breaking down and upsetting a large number of wagons. The
enemy’s infantry being in such force (quite treble our numbers), we were
prevented trom destroying the train, but succceded in preventing its
making avy further progress that day. By this time we received orders
to immediately return to the army, which order was obeyed, we reach-
ing our former position on the left lank of our army about 4 o’clock next
morning. We here learned that the army had fallen back, and about @
oelock that morning we crossed Stone’s River and took position in front
of Murfreesboroagh.

About 3 p. m. the enemy advanced to the river and commenced a brisk
skirmish with artillery and infantry. After dark the enemy retired a
short distance, and our pickets in front of Murfreesborough were unmo-
lested during the night.

At daylight on Monday, the 4th [5th] instant, we fell back to a point
on the Manchester pike abont 3 miles from Murfreeshorough. Abont 1
o'elock the cuemy advanced, and after a short skirmish we fell back half
a mile to a favorable position. Here we formed line of battle in conjune-
tion with General Pegram’s brigade, in a very favorable position, be-
hind fences, entirely obscured from view. About 3 o'clock the encmy
advanced with a brigade »f infantry and artillery in line of battle, with
heavy foree of cavalry on their flanks.  When they arrived within about
260 yards, we opened on them a heavy fire of small-arms and artillery
with oxcellent eftect, killing and wounding large numbers. After au
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engageuent, of abouf thirty minutes they turned off and left the field,
:mddhm'c not sinee advanced any farther from Murfreesborough on this
road.

During the many engagements incident to the battle of Murfreesbor
ough, | take pleasnre in commending the gallantry and good soldierly
conduet of Colonel Allen, Captain [V. M.] Elmore, and Lieutenant {Ed-
ward 8.] Ledyard, of the First Alabama, and Major [C. J.] Preutice and
Captain [Richard] MeCann, who commanded detachments. Colouel
i&llan and Major Prentice were severely wounded while fighting gal-
antly.

Lieutenants {E. 8.] Burford and &William E.] Wailes, of my staff, were
at all times distingnished for gallantry, zeal, and efliciency, and were
both wounded. '

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servaut,
JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General and Chief of Cavalry.
Col. GEORGE. WILLIAM BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-QGeneral.

HEADQUARTERE CAVALRY, DEPARTMENT NoO. 2,
: January 29, 1563,

COLOREL: | have the honor to state that the cavalry of Lieutenant-
General Hardee’s corps, auder my command, engaged the eneny as they
EL(!vga,Ilced apon the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, and on the ad-
joining approaclies, frow the morning of the 36th ultimo to the evening
of the 29th. At midunight on the night of the 29th ultimo I proceeded
with the command across the West Fork of Stoue’s River, by way of the
Lebanon road, hence by a cirenitous route to Jefferson, where, at about
9 a. m. on the 30th, we attacked, captured, and destroyed an eutire bri-
gade train,  We then procceded toward La Vergne, captaring o party
gent out after horses and mules, and also a foraging party. We attacked
La Vergne about 1 p. m., capturing about 500 prisoners, 200 stavd of
arms, and the reserve wagon trains of the enemy; the wagons were de-
stroyed. We then proceeded to Rock Sprivg, capturing a brigade train
which we destroyed, with its equipage. We then proceeded to N()lensZ
ville, capturing a train and about 200 prisoners and 200 stand of arms.

We then made a circnit around Triune, and the next nerning attacked
the enemy, stationed on the Nashvilleand Murfreesborough pike uorth
of Overall’s Creek. We theu moved down toward Murfreesborough, and
again attacked them south of Overall's Creek, driving the enemy for a
distance of 2 miles from the Wilkinson pike to the Naslville pike, en-
gaging their intantry and eavairy until dark. We then withdrew to
our position on the left of our wing., At daylight we proceeded again
to La Vergne, in the enemy’s vear, attacked a large traiu, burned sev-
eral wagons, and captaved many prizoners, We then received ovders
to veturn to the army, where we anived at about 2 o’clock the next
morning, and placed onr pickets out to the frout. We remained in this
position nntil dark, when we moved again to Autioch, capturing a few
wagons, and at about 3 p. . attacked alarge trainon Cox’s Hill.  After
capturiug the train, and injuring some of the wagons, four regiments of
infantry attacked us, and we were obliged to retire. 1 then received
orders Lo return, aud arrived #t my old stand, on the left of our wing,
at about 4o'clock on Sunday moruing, Jannary 3 4]). Asourarmny had
retived, I moved over the river and vemained in Li urfreeshorough that
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day. Toward evening I skirmisbed with the enemy and withdrew my
pickets 3 miles at daylight the next morning.

At 3 p. m. Monday, the enemy advanced and engaged us warmly.
The enemy did not advanee any farther.

On January 8, I moved over to the Cumberland, and a detachment,
nnder Captain |[Richard] McCann, destroyed the railroad bridge over
Mill Creek and a construction train.

On the 12th, we drove in a large foraging party to Nashville, and on
the 13th and 14th we captured a gunboat and four transports, Wealso
destroyed a large amount of stores at Aghland, which the enemy had left
under guard, but the gnard ran oftf as we approached. Many other trans-
ports threw off a great part of their cargo to avoid capture.

On the 25th, we captured a constraction train near Antioch.

A detachment, nnder Major {D. W.] Holman, captured another trans-
port on the 17th.

Respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHEELER,

Major-General.
Col. T. B. Ro¥, Chief of Staff.

enm——

No. 302.

Report of Capt. T. H. Mauldin, Third Alabama Cavalry, Wheeler's bri-
gade, including skirmishes December 26-January b.

FOSTERVILLE, TENK.,
February 19, 1863,

CoLONEL : The Third Alabama Cavalry was engaged in skirmishing
with the enemy on December 26, 27, 28, and 29, 1862, from La Vergne
to Murfreesborongh, Tenn.

On the 30th, was present at a skirmish near Jefferson, La Vergne, and
Nolensville.

On the 31st, was in a charge made by the cavalry upen the right of
the Federal aruy, where it was suljected to a heavy fire of small-arms
from infaptry and cavalry, losing, however, but 1 man killed and 2 lieu-
tenants and 2 men wounded and left on the field.

On Jannary 1 and 2, the regiment was in front of the enemy upon the
extreme left of the Counfederate army without any fighting.

On the night of the 2d, it marched to the rear of the Federal army,
and on the 3d was engaged in an attack upon one of the enemy’s wagon
trains, upon the Nashville and Murfreesborongh turnpike, and returned
to the field of battle near Murfreeshorough about an hour before day
the morning of the 4th.

During the day of the 4th, this regiment moved through Murfreesbor-
ough, aud bivouacked at night about 2 miles from town, on the Manches-
ter turnpilke.

On the 5th, was engaged in a fight with some of the Federal infantry
6 miles from Murireesborough, on the Manchester pike.

This ended the series of battles and skirmishes from December 25,
1862, to January b, 1863, in which the regiment was engaged.

During this time the regiment lost, in killed, wounded, and missing,
25, including 3 lieutenants wounded.
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