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Camp Andrey Jacksop March 1; 1883

Dear Sister,
take the pleasure to write you a fay lines tq let yoy kno that

Well at PTesent gng hope yoy afe the Bame, we left Paducgp °n the 23 ;

Morning ang vent up the Ohio River tily the mouth of the Cumberland Ri

town, There jg 16 thousang Tebels jip Murfreesboro 8 miles from hear, Yester_
day one Of their Niggers Tan off and came hear ang told ug that there wasg
1€ thousand in MurfreeSboro and they hearg that we haq 100, 00p men in Naghe

Vegetabl eg they oPened the poxeg ang distripbyteqg the eatap]eg anong the
8ick that left behing and the Clotheg Will be Sent on, Sonme of our men think
We will Celebrat, the 4th of July at home gng I wouldnt be mutch SUrpriseg

I must bring 1y letter to g Close, I wiig Write Soon again whep I get
Paper, oyr Bettler ig not hear Yet ang the comissary has None g% PTresent
but wijy Soon get, We wil) have Meating tomorroy in the fuir houge which
i8 near our Camp,

¥y best Tespects to all then

Davig Stallman Slst Regiment
Co. K Ol V.U. S.A‘

A 3o



Camp Wickliffe Dec.35th, 1861

Dear Father, Sister, and Brother. I take the pleasure to sit down and
write you a letter to let you know that I am well and hope that you are
the same. Dear sister I have not mutch to write youns this time ., I send
youns a letter about a week ago and I havent heard any answer andI thought
I would write.to you this morning while we are not drilling to day. ®e are
all well hear there is no one of my friends sick that I no of. This morning
the boys were out hallowing I want my Christmas gift but they did not get
mutch only what they paid for at the grocery. Day before yesterday we drawed
some money but very little. Our company only drawed %2 and 60 cents. ¥We
drawed from the time we was mustered into servus till the 31et of October.
Cur company was mustered in on the B8th day of October and go we only
drawed for 5 days wages, But some of the other companies was mustered in
< months before ours and they of course got more pay. Our company was the
last company mustered in this regiment. But we will draw some more money in
a weak or to and then we will get aB mutch money as fore we are all paid
till the first day of October and when we get payed again we will get payed
for to months,from the firet day of November to the last day of December.
And we will get peide regular every too months from this out. I thought it
was not worth while to send too dolars and 80 cents home but I will try to
save 1t till we get payed again and then I will sen youens all that I can
possible get. We have a grocery in our Tegiment and some of the boys spends
more than they make. They get checks for 8 or 10 dolars and then they go
and spend 1t for cekes and cigars and everything that they see and then when
they go to get there pay the grocery ceper draws there money and then they
get nothing. When we got payed the other day there was lots of boys ode the
settler © or 10 dollars and some as high as 21 dollard and then the settler
got their pay and what dident reach he will get the next time they get payed.

But I dident owe the settler one cent for I stay away from his grocery
only when I wanted some paper or invelopes ore any thind that I had to get
I got and paid for it and you no that I did not spend much for when I left
home I dident have over 75 or 80 cents and out of it i got my likeness
taken and the pair of suspenders 35 and threat a nd naidels and so you no
that i didnot spend mutch money away folishly, and now I have most of my
my money while most of the rest has none. The weather is very warm theas
fue days. It changes very often in a week. Saturday we went out on picket
guard. It was very warm and plesant till in the morning and then it chamenst
to rane as hard as it could pour down till in the evening and then another
company releaved us and then we started five miles for camp and tt was very
dark and muddy. And on the way some fell in the mud holes and some in runsg
that had raise very high and some got wet and mud all over. We ware all wet
from end to end so when we got home some of us got dry clothes on and some
went to bed wet with all there cloths on. We were all very sleephy because we
stood guard all night. And when we was sound asleep about 12 oclock there was
& great noys in the camp. The captpns and llieutenants was Tunning to the ten®
boys boys get up as fast as you can and get your gunes and some of the boys
was 80 that they could not find anything there shoes and close was froze So
hard that we coud not get them on for long time and them they formed us in
line of battle and then the general gave commande that we should go to bed.
You never saw any captons ao foled so bad in your life. Some of the captons
had thair haversacks on with about four days Teshuns in it . we all thought
that we all thought we ¥ was going to have a battle. We was all right but
how did we look., Night before last we heard them cannonading and they cept it
up till last night about 12 oclock. But we dont kno whare it was now what it
ment but it was south of us.

Write soon Donte forget. I send my best respects
youens alland to Mr. Teelreas gng all
my friends. Tell John to write to me gBg#/what kind
of Christmas he had. pavid Stallman, Loulsville,Ky.
Roy Stallman Treporting 51st regiment OVIUSA



Gleanings from various diarf@sand notes of David Henry Stallman

Sept. 10, 1874 I married Louisa Miller. We went to Millersburg & took the
train to Chicago. Got a hotel and in the evening # I am writing while

Lou is reading". In fall 1874 Jacob Miller gage Lou (Louisa) %75 to buy
furniture. In spring 1875 I started farming on shares. I got 3/5 and gave
Jacob Miller 8/5. In spring of 1875 he gave Lou 1 cow, 1 heifer, 4 pigs,

1 small sow, 6 sheep, and 12 chickens, I paid 50 for a reaper and mower.
I had one mare 3 years old. I tradeéd a colt and $40 to Jacob Miller for
my other horse (Dick).- ‘

From other sheet : 1874 , $500 on Sharon Bridge -very warm & raining.
Going around town with commissioners and city mayor hunting men to work.
11 A.M, started for Holmesville. Arrived Akron 3:30 P,M. and Millersburg
7:45. Got horse & rode old white horse to Holmesville. Run in wagon & man
horse back, Horse fell down , big time, very dark.
Aug. &7 arrived at Massillon. &8 At shop office settlin. 28 wemt Holmes—
ville, BO Sunday warm. 31 4A.M. started Massillon .P.M. finished settlin
lMassillon Bridge Co., Sept.l received $125 on Sharon Bridge. Started for
Sharon 1:30 P,M. arrived 8 P.M. stopped at Shanango House. Sept.d I
went 14 miles to Mercer.

Notes,addresses,ets from another notebook - W.W. Morgan Co. Kansas City.
Kansas Dept. State Auditor's Offdce Southwest room. 5lst OVI Reunion at
Columbus,0., Thursday,Sept. 18 in West Va. Tent on E. Broad St. Rudy Bair
157 Sterling St. Columbus,0.; H.C. Stallman Mille Ave.; G.H.H. Stallman
118 Lingo &28th Ward , Cincinnati,O. ; Mrs, E. Sands 203 South Z. ; Marton
Balley, Grove Port, Ohio; W,H. Stallman, Jasmine, Ky. ; 19028 paid Hudson
plow shoes 2 pair rubbers $2.90 ; Oct. 27 bought R.I. Flack 30 1bs sugar
& 1 gal. oil § 1.68 ; Cincinnati to Somerset 473 mi. & to Chattanooga 975
Jacob M. Evans Blair, Nebraska; Martin V., Huff , Miami,Saline Co. N.W.
1845 Henry Stsllman left Little York,Marion Co.,Ohio was in Fredericktown,
Wheeling,W.Va, died about 1878 (tombstone shows 1888), Miller Allen Stall-
man _born July &1, 18756 6 A.M. ; Made $350 clear putting up 2 bridges on
Paint Oreek 1876, Worked on bridges at Delphi, Ind, ; Oct,l0, 1882 started
for Holmes Co. For sick lambs: 3 teaspoons gasoline & 4 oz. milk, &
doses 24 hrs. apart. Hess 778 yds, @ 10 $77.80 ; Moved on Moreland Farm
1st Nov. 1882 ( Home farm 62 A, on Twp Rd 339)
John Henry Stallman son of Johann Jorgen Stallman and Anna Catherine
Schurmann of West Cappeln Germany. John Henry 1803 — 1888 married Anna
Rochester (of Switzerland) 1815- 1854 , Children: Mary 1839 - 1854, Catherine
(Eate) 1840 ~ 1923, David 1843 — 1917, William 1845- 49, John Daniel 1849-
1905 , Louisa 1854- 1855. All buried at Bolivar except Kate at Melshimer
Cemetery, David at Prairie Twp., John,Kelsheimer Cemetery.

David Henry volunteered as private 10-2%, 1861 Go.K 51st Regiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry at New Philadelphia,0. for 3 years. Left sick at
~ Murfreesboro,Tenn, Aug, 1868 (considered deserter). Sept. 22,1862 rejoined

& FEIAXLELEA/PF/ reinstated by Gen Crittenden.May 25, 1863 sent sick to

Nashville, Tenn. Aug.g£$,l, 1863 déscharged for disability —— chronise

diarrhea Dby Gen Rosecrans at Nashville,Tenn. Sept. &3, 1854 Re-&nlisted

at Alliance,0. for 1 yr. Co. G, 179 OVI Regiment Ohio Infantry. Appointed

Sargent Sept.26, 1864. lustered out June 17, 1865 at Nashville,Tenn.

¥ 3895 For some years he had received & 4 per month disability pension

80 in 1915 he re—applied for an increase. On the form which he had to

complete was the Question —-are you living with your wife? Davidls answer
was," She just now called me for dinner.so you know we are living together!

A deed for Lot # 84 in the village of Martinsburg in consideration
of 5. June 37, 1831 to Peter Heinkel and wife Molly from John Moore

éeoor%ed 18-66-1834 in Vol.3 page 14 by D.P. Leadbetter, Recorder, Holmes
Os

Roy Stallman reporting



o From David Stallman's Memoranda Book of Civil War A< /o wrﬂ/ L
_ <
I, David Henry Stallman enlisted in Co. K $lst 0.V.I. at Canal Dover, ’
Tuscarawas Co., Ohlo in September 1861l. We left Canal Dover sometime in
Cctober , wemt to Wellsville,Ohio in cars (by train) then took boats down
the Ohioc R. to Cincinnati. Went to Camp Dennison (or some camp near there).
In about two weeks we took boats to Loulsville,Ky. We marched about 7 miles
to Camp Harden near Green River,Ky.
We were there during the fight where the rebble general Zollicoffer was
killed. We could hear the cannonading very clear. Got orders to march to
West Point on the Ohio River.B8ometime on or about February 1862 we took
steamboats up the river to Kenelton then down the river to Paduca, then up
the river to Bmithland. This was the time of the Fort Donalson & Fort Henry
fight. We were under General Nelson. We had some 15 steamboats and 3 iron-
clads. From Smithland we went up the Cumberland River to Nashville,Tenn, We
were on the boats 8 days. The river was very high., Marching from near Green
River to West Point was very muddy, then it snowed and it was mud snow and
got very cold., Then we had rain most of the time to the river.
Our regiwent (518t) was the second regiment in Nashville. When our
voats landed there were plenty rebel cavalry in the city but they 1lit out
as soon as we got off the boats. As we came past Fort Henry & Donelson we
could see the big cannon rolled down the river bank and some in the river.
Yhen we got to Nashville Floid had burned the large bridge across the "
Cunberland River. The people most all of them hid & some ran to the woods. -
Thev thought we would kill them all.
our regiment went into camp in ‘a large storehouse near the river. Some
time after (about & weeks) I took typhoid or lung fever & was in the hospit-
al some time, then went back to the regiment. We were Brovost Guard at Nash-
ville about 6 months. Then the rebels were coming to Murfreesboro and we
marched there, then to Shelbyville and Tallahom&,Tenn. TheTre we thTew up
breast works and cut down timber to get behind. By this the rebble vavalry
got around to Murfreesboro and captured some artillery. Then we took cars
to Murfreesboro. On the way the train got off the track. Two or three men
were hurt, one colored boy was thrown off the top of a car in a stone pile
and very near killed him. I took a relapse of fever and was sent to a
hospital in Murfreesboro. Got better and went to regiment at McMinville,
Tennesee. The rest had just started on a march. This was the Buell Campaignm
the time Bragg tried to take Louisville. We marched to Nashville through
Bolden Green, Cane City to Loulsville, This was in fall of 1863. We stayed
at Loulsville about € days & got paid,

*hile we were at Louisville General Nelson got shot in a hotel. We
then started on a march about 9 or 10 miles from the city we found the
rebvels, There was some fighting the first day's march and fighting more
or less every day until the rebbels got through the Cumberland Gap. At
Crab Orchard we had quite a fighti In the evening or early night at
Ferrysville we had a hard fight. The 51st supported the artillery. Bullets
flew 1n every direction but our regiment lay in front of the artillery and
had to lay still while the artillery did the fighting. This was in the
afternoon. .



Next day we marched on and went through Danville, Lexington, Stanford,
on to Somerset, Pulaski. Got to Somerset one evening and slept on the
streets. In the morning we were covered with snow., I got a pair of shoes
out of a shoe store., The boys took all there weresin the store. We then
marched to Gamp Wild Oat on Cumberland Mountains, The rebbels got
Cumberland Gap then we turned after getting past Lexington. We were
We were on half rations part of the time, almost starved. Often we
would go where they fed the mules & horses to pick up grains of corn
and parch it to eat, I saw two men fighting for a piece of cracker
they found in some o0ld straw, where some men had slept and lost it.

- From Camp Wild Cat we started for Nashville. It was now late
in the fall and getting cold. We went through 8ilver Springs. Near
g8ilver Springs we was camped about two weeks on a hillside. I got a
large hogshead & filled it half full of straw to sleep #n . Our
company was on the hillside. I had to drive aome 8takes in the ground
to keep the hcgshead from rolling down the hill. One night some of the
boys got out and found some apple jack and got drunk. When they got
to camp some of them pulled the stakes and let me and my hogshead
rolling down the hill. Boon after we started on our march for ny
Vashville sometime in November,I think . We camped about a mile from
the city. December getting very cold and plenty snow.

ﬁ%«e’f’?/&w Sewt 23, 1869 o one i ot Al unce, Ohio (b & 179507
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Latter from Charles Gentsch, ¥,D, 802 Franklin Ave. Cleveland,0.

My Dear Comrade: - Dec. 19, 1802

A busy man cannot always find time to answer as promptly as he
would like to such kind letters as yours has been.

I take it that you are enjoying good health and from the reference
you make to your daughter that she is quite young and that probably she
is the youngest of your flock or that you married late in 1life — of
course I shall be very glad to answer very fully your reference to the
bullet; but 40 years quite have passed since the incident, and the
very rapid course and change of events at the time can not all alike
deeply impress us - Excepting therefore or in a dim way, the facts you
‘relate come back to me — As I recall the battle of Friday,Jan, '63 you
and your blanket must have been gtuck about the time or shoftly befors
the right of our regiment started to give way under the impetuous charge
and the overwhelming force of she enemy — I remember well hearing the
fierce Tebel yell when the charge began and a moment or two later looking
to the right and seeing the rebel flag passing to our right near along
the bank of the river — cbincident with this our companies formed right
to left yielded to the pressure of the charging columns and the turn of
Company K came - We broke in considerabls disorder and soon all organ-
ization was gone — In going to the rear I soon ggfig overtook Lt. Everhard
of Company C who that day had been assigned to the command of Cec.K in
the absence of any of its own commissioned officers - He informed me that
he was wounded in his left arm near the elbow, if I remember rightly, said
he would find a hospital and that he did not need my help and directed
me to do the best I could to bring the Co.X together.— On the crest of a
slight knoll, & hundred yards or so behind our original line at the edge
of the cottonfield you have spoken of, I passed into the ranks of the
19th Ohio and 1lay down behind a log, and began firing at the rebels who
weTe every wherTe to be deen in the woods, in front of Beatty's Brigade,
which we had just vacated. I do not remember at this time ever seeing a
single member of Co.K- While 1lying behind the log Lt. Col. kay of gd.the
8th Ky. came Tiding up from the left toward the right.- He was riding a
fine black horse at good speed- The rebels were firing grape and shrapanel
and one of these struck the horse killing him instantly. The horse went
down on his front knees with his hips well elevated and apparently neveT
moved from this position, Col. May was not thrown but gained his feet
instantly with the death of his horse never looked back at the poor
animal but ran directly past me as though he had not at all been mounted—
I have often smiled when this incident recurs to me.- It was not long
until the pressure of the rebels became too strong for Gen Beattys Brigade
and it began to break to the rear as our brigade had already. 1 TemembeT
next stopping behind a cedar picket fence not far from the bank of Stone
River. Here on the right and on my left I heard the dull thud of bullets
stTiking soldiers and seeing the effects of mortal wounding. -

The enemies were shelling the ford and there was a great spattering
in the water as their missles struck it but in the hurried movement to
resch a decision I thought it would be Jjif¢f dangerous to risk across

less



ord than to take chances of belng wounded in the deep water

ctly behind me-- I crept up the farther bank and passed through the
nks of Negleys Division which was then in battle line and firing at
111 into the masses of the enemy in the woods we had just left.- 58
pieces of artillery then opened up and the very earth seemed to qQuake
under the terrible thunders.- Soon after I found the colors of the 51st
and ardéund it were gathering a small remnant of our good regiment.

Without special command as I recall we now moved forward with our
now advancing line and before long we had passed into the cotton field
in front of our original line and here we made a rush for and captured
a couple pleces of artillery but as one of our comrades who straddled
one of them found -- with the heat of fire and battle. As you know this bh/
PaLLLE assault and defeat of the rebels decided the battle of Stone River,
In one half hour our good regiment out of 400 engaged, lost between 150
and 200 men in killed, wounded and missing.

In a short half hour 1like this a participant lives intensely, and
is 1likely to remember many things most clearly - and yet many other things,
equally important, are less vividly stamped.

I went over this battle field seven years ago with Capt. Carter B.
Harrison. The woods have been cleared away and a fine field of growing
corn was Tépening in the autumn sun., The captain was overjoyed to meet
me and asked me many qQuestions of the many "dutchy! of Co.K —- Ours was
a WgtEgy mothy aggregation.

Years come and go and our hairs are silvering - but I would not
change today my army experiences for any other of my existence. — As
we look upon our broad and prosperous land, the home of the oppressed
of every nation, the hope and inspiration of liberty throughout the
world, we who took a part however humble, in its preservation, may yet
feel grandly proud of its achievement. :

I hope you will be spared many many years and to the inquisitive
years of childhood fight your battles oer again.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas

Your comrade
Charles Gentsch

Roy Stallman reporting
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