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ﬁwmgodsmbv of Company A, and quite a number of the regi-
ment who had been left behind sick, rejoined us. October 2d
we resumed the march, passing through Columbia, and arriving
5, #Ho.mooé late in the evening of November »“ 1862. Here
wé went into camp near the town, and put up our tents for

the first time since we took them down at McMinnville, on the -

3d day of September, 1862, making two months that we had
gm”?m weather, day and night, just as it came, without shel-
. Wﬂ.wn protection. November the 5th the regiment was called
into dress parade, the first for two months or more. On the
.an.umnm of the 7th we again broke camp, and were on the march.
bd..:wm@ at Scottville November 8th, going into camp, and re-
maining \two days. On the 10th we passed through Gallatin,
in the State of Tennessee, and, taking the Lebanon road, Sm

* reached the Cumberland River, and went into camp after dark. -

Hrmwhmmﬁ.mp% ‘we crossed the river, and marched to Silver
m.hﬂﬁ%@%@ﬁ%oﬁnﬂoﬁhq, Tennessee. Wé remained here in
camp until the 19th, when we resumed the march, passing by
Eomﬂmgmgmﬁ and refreshed our memory of tlie hero of New
Orleans, marched on across Stone River, and finally pitched tents
on $.5 Murfreesborough pike, near Nashville, Tennessee. We
remained here until Dec:mber 26, 1862, being occupied in camp
guard, and picket duty. . . ’

‘ "BATTLE OF STONE RIVER.
REPORT QOF ww.HAw;PUHHw-@MHAHW‘»H CHARLES CRUFT,

Co NDIN
MMANDING FIRST BRIGADE, INCLUDING SKIRMISH AT LAVERGXE
P DECENBER 26, 1862, . ’

: ‘ Ix THE FIELD, BEFORE MURFREESBOROUGH, TeNx.,

‘Mlaly - . ' January 8, 1868.

- Capramy,—T herewith submit, for the consideration of the
@mn‘mwwﬂ commanding the division, the following report of the
operations of this brigade in the recent action before Murfrees-
boro, Hmuu@wmam.., . . .

The brigade broke camp, near Nashville, on the morning of
the 26th ultimo. The effective infantry strength of the com-
Bwum on leaving camp was 1,207. Tt consisted of the First

e Heapquarrers First Bricape, Secoyp Drvisios, Lerr %#zo M
‘ . 3.
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Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel D. A. Enyart; Second Kentucky
Volunteers, Colonel T. D. Sedgwick; Thirty-first Indiana

- ¥ Volunteers, Colonel John Osborn; and the Ninetieth Ohio

.r

Volunteers, Colonel . N. Ross. Captain Standart’s Ohio Bat-

"< tery, Company: B, First Regiment, was attached to the com-

mand for temporary service.
After passing the picket lines near Nashville, this brigade

had the advance, preceded by a portion of Colonel Kennett's

© . ¢ cavalry command. After various trifling skirmishes and some

. artillery firing, the enemy’s skirmishers were forced into the

“

village of Lavergne. Here quite a force of cavalry, artillery,
and infantry (or dismounted cavalry) of the enemy disputed

~ .7 the occupangy of the place. General Palmer ordered me to
. drive the enemy from the woods on the left, and take possession

o

. of the village from that quarter, if daylight would permit. The
. ‘. -g7 Thirty-first Indiana and the First Kentucky Volunteers were

placed under command of Colonel Enyart, and sent by me to
‘accomplish this. Colonel Murray, of the Third Kentucky Cav-"-

. __alry, having been ordered to report to me for temporary duty,

e

= the west of Stoney Creek, attacked him, and, after a sharp dis-

"7<% was placed upon the left flank of these amm.mm—muﬁmu and, with

his command, acted very handsomely in protecting it and se-
curing the woods beyond. The regiments above named ad-
vanced, towards nightfall, under ecover. of the cedars on the
left, and finding the enemy in force, near the frame church on

“charge of musketry, ran in on a bayonet charge, and routed
him, forcing him across the creek, and occupying the west bank.
Our line of skirmishers was then placed in the field beyond

" the creek and ulong the outskirts of the village. The conduct

“of both regiments and all the officers in this skirmish was ex-

“cellent. The casualties of my command were mwmwa wounded.

* The Thirty-first Indiana was withdrawn to the rear to en-
camp, and Colonel Enyart, with his regiment (First Kentucky),

"> "and a section of artillery, under Lieutenant Newell, were left

M

to .ooos.@w the position until morning. On-the 27th ultimo the
brigade reached Stewart’s Creek, and went into camp at night.
On the 28th (Sunday) the command lay at Stewart’s Creek,
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one- r&m ?m ddmm&o on picket duty. On the 29th the brigade
advanced from Stewart’s Creek, in line of battle across the
field, wzmu; night took position in the front, on the Nashville
Hﬁgwb,,m in the cedars, near Cowan’s burnt Féwmv about three
and a half miles west of Murfreesborough. An effective line

of skirmishers was thrown forward, and the open mu.ozbm to
our front WEEM held. On the 30th the brigade rested in po-

sition, holding the front of woods where it was bivouacked, and

the line of m:owﬁv to the front during the fierce engagement
which occurred on the right of our line.” During the night'the
Second Kentucky (Colonel Sedgwick) was on picket duty. This
regiment succeeded in driving the enemy’s pickets from the
crest in the field near the burnt house. His temporary shelters,
along the row of vmmor -trees on the lane, some sixty yards east

_of the burnt house, were occupied by my troops after a sharp
. t,...,‘Em.rﬁ skirmish, and held by them, against two charges of cav-

alry, ﬁumH m»%rmwe “the following. morning:: “No pains were -

.mwB.& t0 -explain my position during the EmE,\. Support was
promise Mh.mu my left, but did not come. If re-enforced on the
flank, this position ‘could’ probably bave been held. One-half

the effective force of my brigade was kept out all night, on

picket, trying to hold this advanced line. The mﬁbﬁaﬁﬁ was
partially successful. It was suspected that the enemy had rifle-
pits_and .a large force beyond the crest; but the best reoon-

naissance 1 could make, by night, could not furnish the facts:
mcwmmmsobﬁ knowledge evinced the correctness of the suppo-

sition, and _also demonstrated the fact that 5,000 troops could

not havetaken and held the oummw ‘which Bu. wdmmmm of 1,200

attempted to reach and roE T

@mﬁﬁmﬂauﬁ ultimo an order was received mnoE the General

oogupmum:um division, mdoﬁ '8 A. M, to advance in line, with-—

the dﬂmﬁmm mr@wolEm me on the right mbm left. "“The brigade
was promptly put in motion, formed in two lines, as follows:

The Second Kentucky and Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers (un- * ..

der general charge of Colonel Sedgwick as ranking officer) con-
stituting the front line, and First Kentucky and. Nintieth Ohio -
?Emow mmbmnm &EHmm of O&ou& Hw.b%m.i. as gbwnbm omwooﬂv

~
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forming the second line; Captain Standart’s artillery was formed
in half-battery on each flank of the front line. The brigade,

_by this formation, exhibited a front of, say, 600 men more or less

than a full regiment. Colonel Hazen’s Brigade was in position
on my left and rear, and brigades of General Negley’s Division
on the EWEM. Upon giving orders to advance, my skirmishers
ran rapidly forward from the wood, and engaged those of the
enemy in the open field. They drove them, and my front line
advanced promptly up to the rail fence in the margin of the

woods. The enemy pushed toward us rapidly, and charged my -

line in great force and in solid rank. - The fight became very
severe and obstinate about 9 o’clock A. M. My troops fought

_ with heroism. Every officer and soldier acted well, and seemed

to me to accomplish more than could be expected of him. For
mz:mw endurance, stalwart bravery, and manly courage, it does
not seem_to.me that the conduct of these two regiments here
could vm,md€§m& The, eneniy were driven back, -although
superior in HEE?&.P “His charge was made in two lines, with
the appearance of a four-rank mS.E»Qou ‘and in most, admirable
order and discipline. = " !

After the first repulse, and ,cmmoao my line could be ad-

“vanced, the enemy made a second charge (reserving fire until

a close approach was had), which was more furious than be-
fore. The Second Kentucky and Thirtyfirst Indiana nobly
held their ground, and, after some thirty minutes’ well-directed
fire, drove him back again for a short distance. A respite of
a few minutes in active firing enabled me to execute a passage
of lines to the front, to relieve the first line, the ammunition

of which ~was mearly exhausted. This maneuver was well ex--

ecuted, ooum&mﬂum that it was done under a brisk fire of the
enemy’s skirmishers, the crossfire of flanking parties that had
already wmwmmm to the right and left of the line, and in face of
two of the enemy’ batteries. -

The rear line, now front, was soon actively engaged. I at-
tempted with it to assail the enemy, and ordered an advance.
The first Eentucky, Colonel Enyart, on the right of the line,
made a gallant &.;z.mﬁ and drove the enemy before it, rush-

z

sy i e s
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ing forward to the crest of the hill, clear beyond and to the
right of the burnt house. The fire was s6 severe from the
. enemy’s force at the burnt house, on the left, that the order
to move up the Ninetieth Ohio was countermanded; not, how-
ever, until many of the officers and men of this gallant regi-
ment had pressed forward over the fence in line with the old

First meu?aww.-;.,..‘,..ﬂA.,‘.F I
The sad list of the killed and wounded of the Ninetieth

and First Regiments speaks loudly of the courage and man-
hood they. evinced in this charge. Standart, with his gallant

gunnersy was throwing in grape and canister from the flanks
48 my men ran forward to the charge, and thinning the enemy’s
ranks. He was too strong for us, however, and soon my gal-
lant advance was beaten back t6 the point of woods. This point
was still held. _The brigade on the left was never pressed up

~to my front, and left me exposed from this quarter. General

zmm_m%m_‘ummm.wm@_am‘mmﬁm@w,&«%@&_a@3EE_
but, yielding 1o, the impulsive charge of the enemy, broke up,
and a portion of it drifted, in disorder, immediately to my rear,

and left me exposed to the crossfire of the endmy from the

woods on the Tight. - ‘We were now completely flanked. Our
own troops impeded my retreat. Cannon, caissons, artillery
wagons, and bodies of men in wild retreat, filled the road and

woods to my rear, precluding everything like proper and or-
derly retreat. Captain Standart’s artillery ammunition was fail-
ing rapidly. “ He was shifting front constantly to keep off the

enerny. The cartridges of my men were becorhing short. Mes-
sages were sent-to the rear for re-enforcements and for the re-

-serve brigade-of-the division. ~ The enemy’s fire was upon three

sides of my position, and apparently exactly to the réar, in the
woods. Hﬁzémm“meomm@H,mwo.mﬁﬁﬁ?z&mg up, to communicate
with the Getieral commariding the division, or to obtain re-

In this cond

ttion the ground was still held for some forty
minutes _oum..mm,.gnuswoms&hmwrﬁ or proper. My command
had some cover in the edge of the woods from the enemy’s bul-
lets, and still kept up a fire sufficiently strong to keep them from
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rushing into the woods. Seeing my little brigade failing EMW&MM
and many of its best men carried wounded to the wmﬂ% wi m»ow.H
wowm..& support or further ability to hold on, I 5% MmSm&u

as good order as practicable. The enemy wammmaﬂ closely, wum
constantly into the retrcating mass. We .mmom 8:85,8&&
covered the retreat of General Zam_mw.um men as we mm conld
be done. The Second Kentucky Regiment .ﬂ\uaos.mg om vuM :
wmmam,m and the Ninetieth Ohio Volunteers one ..Emomv of a mou
donéd artillery, by band, which the enemy were rushing ﬁw,
e MWMMMMMWH“W was saved, with a loss of ﬁb.mw men and
seven horses. It had but sixteen rounds .om mBBﬁESoM éwﬁ.w :
the order tc retire was given. Upon m.m:Em back to the e mm
of the woods on the west side, I met ZBoT@m.uma& ngwmgwmuw
_am.?l_mm to him, and, with bis consent, .oouscﬁmm to Mm Mb A
cross the open ground to the turnpike with my shattered forces, .

by  my shatt |
MWMMW .&‘Umuwum about 500. ~ After mo.d:mum in ‘_.EM mwmwmwgm .
turbpike (about twelve miles), the brigade was ordered, M :
member of General Rosecrans’s staff, 8.@9@\;&& to mww.wom
battery on the railroad. It took this position, and ‘rmﬁ it dur-
ing the remaindér of the day and the night .moz.ogum. -
On the 1st instant the brigade was placed in lineon the Tig
of the &immouu‘ in the rear of the interval vmi.«mmw ?m. First ,
and Third Divisions. After remaining thus swﬁ noon, it was
advanced to the front to support Swallow’s (Indiana) wwﬂbqw
posted on a commanding elevation to the r.w? of the S.H?ﬁwu
.mnm:dmma gm.moam across Stone W?mﬁ. U:E:m the mm.w Q.AMumm
exposed to occasional. shelling from the enemy’s dm?m:‘mw.m wb
the 9d instant rude breastworks were nodmc‘.:.oﬂ& dmmrmow». e
batferies, and the brigade held the same. position behind t Hmamﬂx
Ha..www‘lrmﬂ.m during the severe fight across the creek, on our left,

or i ; crossfire from
supporting the batteries, and exposed to a heavy crossiit -

the enemy’s guns. A higher scene of cool, moral courage, per-

: 1 ing the war, t
haps, has not been evinced, during t ; tha ext
3%5% brigade on this memorable day. The line lay still and
quict behind +the frail works we had gmb.wEm to oouwSMW
m&.& the shot and shell of the enemy coming from three ki
rections, and bursting above, in front of it, and all around it,

. 5, .

.
.

han that exhibited



In the War of the Rebellion. 43

while our own massed batteries were belching out their con-
tents in front of and over it. The roar of artillery was terrific.
The smoke from our own pieces, and the bursting of shell of the
‘enemy, af ‘times obscured the line from our view. By some
wenderful Providence but three men of the brigade were killed
here by the enemy’s shells. _

"About dark, when the enémy were driven upon our left,
the brigade was advanced by General Palmer, he gallantly lead-
Ing twe regiments, the Thirty-first Indiana and the Ninetieth
Ohio, to the point of woods a half a mile to the front and left
of our artillery wmmmaobu and in line with our advance on the
“left, across the creek. I followed rapidly with the residue of
the brigade across the open field to the General’s right, and on
line with him. Knowing nearly the position of a masked bat-
tery of the enemy, hid by a crest in the field, I ordered the men
to cheer loudly as ‘Wwe approached the latter. Tt had now be-
come dark:7As the noise of the last cheer died away, the ‘enemy .
opened 3 fire of ,mmw.mwn&:mwoﬁ.ﬂ four small guns. The line im-
mediatély lay down ‘under shelter of the crest, and for some
thirty minutes the enemy continued to pPlay at ug. s'His shot
passed just over our heads, and struck the ground not to ex-
ceed onc hundred feet to the rear of our line. With
assurance of esteem to the Brigadier-General commanding the
division, I am, Captain, very truly yours, ete.,

- RIS CHARLES CRUFT,
Caprax_NGrTON, Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade.

Acting Ass’t 4djt., Second Div., Left Wing, Fortieth Army Corps. )

. - -

Hw‘m‘“mwm‘rw:wmm of the regiment in this engagement were five
erlisted_men killed; one officer and forty-four enlisted men

wcunded:-three. officers and thirty-four enlisted men missing;
total, loss, eightyseven, . = =~ o -

eightyseven. .| =

~ = REPORT OF COLONEL JOHX OSBORN,
THIRTY-FIRST INDIANA INFANTRY, INCLUDING SkirMISK AT LAVERGNE, DeCEMBER %TH.
.mmwwodbwewxm THIRTY-FIRST an?:“za. INDIANA VoLUNTEERS, M
L .Ob;zmm NEAR anwunmmuowoﬂnﬁ Hmzz.. &n::aw..\ 7, 1868.
Carrarx,—1 have the honor of submitting to you the fol-
lowing report of the part iaken by this regiment in the late
action with the rebel army before .azwmwmmmdog:mF commencing
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December 16, 1862, at the town of Lavergne, and ending before

Murfreesborough, January 3, 1863: L
“T20r the an:m:m of December 26th, when the United States

forées were put in motion, our regiment was on wmo_ﬂon duty
some six miles southeast of Nashville. Befére the pickets could
be called in, and the regiment in line of march, the brigade to

“which they belonged was some four miles in advance. The -

..wF&mdm%3.smumga&ugaozmwgﬁmgmw&?
MM@MWWNM@ the mow..omv Smﬁw_mm to take the momm.mw that Bmm.o the
marching more arduous. At 3 P. M. we joined - the brigade
one mile west of La Vergne. We were at once oammuw@ to the
advance, the First Kentucky on the right, and our regiment on
the left, the Second Kentucky Regiment and the Ninetieth Ohio
Regiment our support. We were ordered across a field to a
‘woods to the left of the Murfreesborough road. Shortly after

we had taken our position, the enemy commenced throwing

“shell into- the ‘woods. - We immediately sent out two companies .

- T(Eand K); and %EQ& them as skirmishers in mmﬂE.om of our
ling, and moved on the enemy ‘in line. ﬁaﬁ. meEoEm about
one mile, we came in reach of the enemy’s guns. Hrm% o@mﬁw&
a heavy fire from their rifles and two pieces of mﬁ&o&w which
overreached our line. Our men rushed forward with a shout,
which caused the enemy to leave in great confusion. We then

“moved =« short distance to the right, and bivouacked' for the

“night: Both officers and men conducted Eaamm?ww with cool-
ness and bravery, without receiving any injury whatever. .
The next day we moved forward in line ‘of battle, which
was continued, from day to day, until the evening of December
"29th:~ We E.m?mmu at nightfall, within a few miles of Murfrees-
borough, our brigade filing to the right of .gcamamomvowocmw
H&.Fw.ﬂudo:o one-quarter of a mile, when we bivouacked for @m
night.. Nothing occurred during the night, except heavy skir-
- mishing in our front. ) . .
Farly ou the morning of December 30, 1862, we were or-
dered forward to the front of the grove in which we were
. bivcuacked, which order was promptly executed, our amm.abmmun
on the right, and the Second Kentucky on our left, the Nine-
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) >
tieth Ohio supporting the Second Kentucky, and the First Ken-
tucky supporting our regiment. Upon arriving at this position,
I was ordered by you to report to Colonel Sedgwick, of the
Second " Kentucky, who, you informed me, would command
the front line.” I was ordered to deploy two companies in front
of our linc as skirmishers, connecting with a like corps from

chﬁ.& Aomgm%m Division on the right, and the Second Ken--

tucky on the Jeft, which was immediately done by sending out
._Oou%mEmmAO and E. Before our lines were established, the
‘enemy opened on us a brisk fire of shell and ball, which con-
tinued all day, the balls of the enemies sharpshooters reaching
our lines. About four o’clock in the evening we were ordered
to advance our line to support a battery, which was done, and
we remained in that position during the night, Companies> A,
.B, 1, D, and H, relieving, alternately, C and E as skirmishers.
Hu.mm% on.the morning of the 31st we were again ordered to
.Bo.ﬁw > OuT lines to. support a battery, which Smm done. mwS.SM
affer o skirinishers were driven in by the enemy, our men
reserving their fire until all their comrades had joined the line.
At thistime a bmwd force of the enemy mwwmw&m in our front,
in &n open field, on a piece of rising ground, where they opened
a severe fire upon our line, which was returned with steady
nerve by our men, which soon made them fall back. In a few

moments they again returned to the crest of the field, and at-

amwbvwmm to charge our line, but the steady nerve of our boys
and their deadly aim caused them again to retire. Our men,
getting short of ammunition, the First Kentucky Regiment

Oﬂﬁmx@@ogm&&umbmn/EmoE.HEmvmo:oﬂmmﬁwmmme%zw
Eﬁol‘ﬁm m&m ‘but the heavy force of the enemy in front, and
Em} mmmduma ,UmEq mM@Omom to a crossfire from the enemy’s bat-
terits; they were compelled to fall back with considerable loss.
Our rcgiment rémained in its former position, and held their
fire :da their Nmﬁgow% friends had passed to the rear. They

again, with the coolness of veterans, poured another volley into

the lines of the enemny; thinning their ranks, and making them,’

the third time, fall back to their former hiding-place. In a
short time the enemy changed their point of attack, and ap-

.

,

o Fras “skirmishers, and,’ during this mm%. they lay in rifle-pits,

..@..;m;mi:; Lieutenant-Colonel Smith and Omﬁ? J. T. Smith, -
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peared, in great mcwoov on the left of our brigade, and on the

dm.,wr between our regiment and Qauma& Negley’s forces. Both "~

our right and left falling back, I was forced to order the regi- - °
menf to fall back, the men obeying the order reluctantly, and
our left, being so far turned before orders to fall back were re- '
eived, caused our list of missing to be so large. We were also
Q%Om& to a crossfire of the enemy’s artillery.
-~ -z:Our regiment occupied the front line ‘from the morning -
om _the 80th until 11 A. M. on the 31st, with the exception of
" a few moments, when the First Kentucky occupied the front.
The brigade, falling back z:.osmv a dense growth of cedar, be- )
came scattered somewhat, ,9: were formed mmEu in line ready o
for any emergency. ’ ;
Next morning, January 1st, the regiment, with the brigade, - ”
-took & _poeition farther to -the left, as a reserve. January 2d :
the H,mm:ﬁmba again took a front position, mmmem out Company .

exposed to a terrific fire from the enemy’s artillery. Late in the -

- sl P i

Acting Major, with General Palmer, led them in a splendid
charge on the enemy, cleaning out a piece of woods occupied
by them in force, both officers and men acting heroically, to
the entire satisfaction of the brave General
~__I can not close this report without calling your attention to
“the gallant conduet of the officers under my command during
the action. Lieutenant-Colonel Smith was always on the alert,
cheering the men, passing along the line of skirmishers and the
~Tegument; wherever duty called him, there he was, during the h
whale ‘engagement. Captain Smith, Acting gﬁoﬁ was always
_at his post, calra and collected, cheering the men, and directing - .
sthera where to strike the hardest blow. Captain Hollowell, .
Acting Adjutant, ‘was always on duty, visiting the’ outposts, ,.
and nrmmwwum the men, and where the balls flew thickest, he
appeared the oftenest. Captain Waterman, of Company A— .
I can not speak too highly of his bravery. When one of his
mer fell, he picked up his gun, and nobly kept it still in use.
Captains Neff, of Company D, and Grimes, of Company G,
were always at their posts, discharging their whole duty. Lieu-
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‘tenants Pickens, of Company B, Ray, of Company C, Scott, of
_Company E, Lease, of Company F, Brown, of Oo.u%mu% H,
Pike, of OoB?E% 1, and Mmmwb of OoEEE% K, were in com-
mand of their respective companies during the Sw&m action,

and conducted themselves like old veterans, ovmmﬁum ?o:. men,

and directing ther to fire with deliberation. =i
Lieutenant Ford, of Comapny A, after the me.:bmnﬁ fell
‘back, on the morning of the 31lst, after Captain ‘Waterman

was missing, took command of his company, and .uo,cq imi-

* tated the gallant conduct of his veteran Captain.  Lieutenants

Clark, of Company D, Hatfield, of Company H, Brown, of

Company F, Fielding, of Company E, Roady an1 McPhetridge, -

of Company G, and Haviland, of Company B, were at their
places througliout the whole moaoP vying with gow other in
noble deeds of valor.

Assistant mE.mmob gowmg émm ever w?mbﬁdn;mo his m.no-
mgmnouv close in the : rear - of ?a regiment. Qomm..wroumv% he
established his hospitsl, and Tefused to leave the -wounded sol-
diers, but nobly remained with them, suffering wgmmm to be
taken’ prisoner rather than leave them to mzmma.,}anm same is
algo true in regard to Dr. E&w:go%v mom.%;& Stéeward, who
was also taken prisoner.

I can not speak in toq high terms of the conduct of Sergeant-
E”Bon Noble, who gallantly buckled on the cartridge-box, and
took a rifle, and was in the front rank of the line, dealing out
lead pills for the secesh. Sergeant Douglass, of ( Company X,
who was discharging the duties of a Lieutenant, was active in
leading his brave men to the post of honor.- And, indeed, it
,is not necessary for me to speak of individualsi-every com-
missioned officer and non-commissioned officer and private of

my command did his whole duty, without an exception, as did .

all the officers that came under my notice of the entire brigade.
Brigadier-General Cruft was at his post, ever watchful of his
command, fearing no danger where duty called him; frequently
riding along the line, waving his hat and cheering his command
in the hottest of the contest. Of the few killed on the field,
ﬁ:.mm were of the color- guard. JOHN OSBORN,
Q&ozl QS::S:Q:Q Thirty-first Regiment, Indiana Volunteers.

L

»
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General John M. Palmer, in his report of the battle oﬁ,
‘Stone w:dﬁ speaking of the action on December 31st, says:

“I only saw the regiments of Cruft’s Brigade fighting mml% in
the day. I had no fehrs for them where valor could win.” In

relation to the afternoon of Friday, January w\@_ he says: “The

First wammmo (Cruft’s) was woﬁmm to support a battery on the

hill near the ford. During the heavy cannonading the ,cdmmmm
maintained its womaou with wml.mnﬁ coolness. While the en-
gagement was going on »S.Omm the river, a rebel force of what
seemed to be three small regiments entered the clump of woods
in front of the position of our batteries on the hill near the ford.
I ordered up two of Cruft’s regiments, and upon approaching

" the woods halted them—told them it was my purpose to clear

?m éoomm at Qm point of the ,cm%oumr To get the proper direc-

were mumm ‘and thess two H.mmHEmuP the Hw_a@.mwmﬂ\ H.H&Sum and
the N inetieth szoh ordered to clear the. woods.

“They went in mﬁmﬁ&&% It was done so QE.&%% that the

rebels had hardly time to discharge their pieces. They fled with
the utmost speed. These regiments behaved handsomely.”

‘In this charge I only know of one man being killed—=Ser-
geant - HHme. D. Lehman, of Company F, a splendid soldier
and a good man every way. We held this ground until towards
midnight, and returned to our position near the batteries on the
hill, where we remained until the retreat of the enemy.

b,?mw the Thirty-first and Second Kentucky had taken po-
ESoUr on ‘?m BoEEm of the 31st, in front of the cedar woods,

.and bm,mm.vgo bw?ﬁ.& well, ” and after the skirmishers had been

sent out; it was suggested by the Acting Major the building of
a ﬁo:w‘mwm.nm 9. a.mz for breastworks. The men laid down their
guns and went 3 work, and in a few minutes you would have
thought that 3@4 man was a natural-born maoumosz\ma and that
each one was a master- GEES.. A rail fence in our front was
thrown down, and by the time our skirmishers were driven in,
our position was next to impregnable. We were here attacked

by the br Hm»mm of rebel General J. R. Chalmers, consisting of

" the Seventh, Ninth, Tenth, mbm Forty-first Mississippi Regiments

iy
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and wqﬁw@m Mississippi Regiment, together with the Ninth
Mississippi Battalion of sharpshooters. -The first charge made,
Chalmers was carried off the field so severely wounded he did
no Turther duty. The owﬁ.mm was repulsed with fearful slaugh-
ter. It made a second charge, and the result was that the brigade
was so completely wiped out that the organization was destroyed.
Chalmers’s brigadé was ‘supported by the brigade of General
D. 8. Uoumywomw,‘hwumwmﬁmnm of the Eighth, Sixteenth, Thirty-
eighth, Fifty-first, and Eightyfourth Tennessee Regiments.

After Qr&EE.mu ubg defeat—almost destruction—Donelsonis -

Brigade came up with deliberate, steady step; but General Polk,
in his report, says the slaughter was terrific. The Eighth Ten-
nessee lost 306 out of 425, the colonel of the regiment being
killed. The Sixteenth Tenmessee lost 207 out of 402. Polk
says: “All the line in their front was carried, except the extreme

right of Hu&Bm%m UZE:E.. This point, which was the key to

the enemy’s position, and which was known as the ‘Round

H.Joammﬁﬂmm m@w@wmm v% nwm Emw» omﬂwmﬁdonﬁmouv vdmm.mm.
It was met by a fire of musketry mbm mnszmz ~which mowed
down half ;m,.m&ﬁwwmw.: s T 5

In ooummnﬁm,b:om.om the terrible slaughter of Chalmers’s Bri-
gade, which were all Mississippians, that part of the battle-field
is known as “Mississippi Half Acre.” When we went into po-

sition here in the morning, we ‘connected with Negley’s com-

mand on our right, and with Hazen’s Brigade on our left. There

had been, however, quite a gap between Cruft’s Brigade and
Hazen’s, and besides Hazen’s Brigade was not as far advanced
to the front as that of Cruft. This gap, however, was covered

by the Brigade of Qa.owmv who was held as support to Hazen. We

held our wo@,ﬁou;wzwam after ?o H.mmzbmm of Chalmers and Donel-

son’s Brigades until Negley’s de had been so far turned that -

the line of battle stood at right angles with our line. In the

meantime the ammunition of the Thirty-first and Second Ken-

tucky. having been about exhausted, an attempt was made to

relieve them by sending in the First Kentucky to take the place

of the Thirty-first, and the Ninetieth Ohio to relieve the Second

Kentucky. When the First Kentucky had nearly reached our
4 L . . -

1
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position, the Colonel gave command to charge. HWm Thirty-first

was o&mwmm. to lie down, and the First Kentucky charged im-

it 200

mediately over us, and actually carried a few members of the
Thirty-first with it, who had ot heard the command to lie
down. The H,:.ﬂ Kentucky mooc enoountered such an unequal
force, mm‘m!amEm exposed to & *crossfire of both musketry and’
artillery, that it rapidly fell back, and again charged over the
Thirty-first, closely followed by double lines of the enemy. As
soon as the First Kentucky had all passed to the rear, the Thirty-

first gave the enemy such a deadly volley that they fell back

"as rapidly as they had come. Gross’s Brigade, which was in

reserve to our left, in rear of Hazen, had been “about-faced”
to re-enforce Negley, who soon repulsed the enemy in our rear,
but Homﬁum the gap between the brigades of Cruft and Hazen
open’ wum _unguarded, which let the enemy in on our left, and

Bt

“our mﬁwvoi »Ew moccm it was gone. It was self-evident that the

time had ?:w come mou. us to get out; hence orders were given

to the’ wmm.:umﬁ.. to-get back Q:.ocm.r the cedar a.o s, every

fellow for himself, and rally at the railroad. The regiment all
started, mxomm; a portion of two companies on the right. I at-
tempted to ride up to them to repeat the command, the rattle
of battle being so terrific that it was difficult to make yourself
heard. But the impudent Johnnies ordered me to surrender.
This, however, I declined to do, and took to the bushes. I passed
out through the wood a little to the left from the way most of

the regiment had gone, and after getting about to the middle of

. the woods;—my. attention was called to the report of a gun very

near at Wmum To my dismay I discovered quite a large rebel

~ soldier, and ucma about the same time he discovered me. He

immediately sprang behind a tree, and began to reload his gun..

Just at this time, and in the very nick of time, John S. Moore
came running up, and said, “Get out of here quick.” T at once
pointed out to him the Johnnie behind the tree, the tree mot
being quite large enough to completely hide him, the point of
one shoulder being considerably exposed. Moore laid his gun
on a cedar limb, and, deliberately taking aim, fired. The

ould have been 88?3&% surrounded. I looked for

]
2
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M &EEo mmz and »rmb we did not mgm on %m order of our
‘ Mousm,awww we went. In getting out of the woods I found Gen-
- eral Rousseau planting a battery, which had no support what-
_ever. He wanted to know where my ooBanm was, and T told
" him up on the railroad. He wmacmmn& me to bring it down _to
_support ra “battery, which 1 mm.nmom to do, and galloped over to
the road, wherc I found the regiment in line, and we double- -
quicked back to ?o vwﬁmg. and had the satisfaction of seeing
the General give the enemy grape, canister, shrapnel, ‘shell, -
and solid shot effectively. This closed the fighting as a regiment
for the last day of the year 1862. The official reports detail
_pretty correctly the qmummosoum of the Hmm_BmE during the rest
& the engagement. .. .
R - There is a mystery in oouumoa_ou with the ommS& report of
2 .. the hattle of mgua Hﬁdma The Colonel and Tieutenant-Colonel
%% had both been more or Jess Emawommm and for several days both -

Z e

~-detailed-a few days before the battle to act as Z&om “The Col-
" onel and Lieutenant-Colonel, however, had remained most of the’
~ time ﬂ:r &rm ccmmand, and both were with us for a while on
- Zthe BS.EHm of December 31st; but I did not see either of them
s »?9. we fell back ggﬁmr the cedar-grove until mmﬁﬁ. the battle
=" was over .&&o command of the regiment being in my hands. A

~few days after the battle the Colonel requested me to assist him
. in making his report. Soon after the report was forwarded it
" was Hmﬁﬁbom with an order for the man to make the Hmwoi who

Wm,m commanded the regiment. 1 then re-wrote the report, mak-’
ing very few changes, all of which the Colonel approved. I
ﬂosm.m the report as commanding regiment, and forwarded it.
" Some time afterwards, General Cruft, with a view to oonmeun
me, remarked that he would have sent all the reports made to

?.ogggg on them” "As I had written both reports, I did not
very highly wm%wmﬁmnm the compliment. But I have &ﬁm%m
mcmw?mm ﬁume zum ommo:m 5@9& of the Smuumoﬁoum om the H.mmu.

&mm been mwowwmm from mﬁ% by the surgeon. . About UmomB.vmu §
'8,71862; JWm.,ooE,BGEosmm officers of the regiment, by an elec-
“tion, recommended me for promotion to Major. . Henee I was

him vmo_w if he &mm thought there ‘would have been like im- -

-

_ mained until the 24th of June, 1863.
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\. ment in this dm&m was Bmmo c% me, but I mbm that arm H.wwoi.

T

~-on record émm,‘Bmmo by Colonel J &E Omdodr mum it is not ¢5 -

‘one written by me for him either.

During this engagement the H.Eiw%:.ma mem.:bmba was a
part of the First Brigade, Brigadier-General Charles Cruft com-

manding; Second Division, Brigadier-General J ohn M. Palmer; -

* left wing Moﬁ.gmuzp Corps, Eﬁo?@o:mi Thomas L. Crit-

tenden.
A few days wmnma the aoﬁzm the Thirty-first mem:Boun o

gether with the brigade, moved out to Cripple Creek, some eight
miles east of Murfreesboro, and went into camp, where it re-
The five and a half
months we spent in camp here on the banks of this naturally -
deformed, classic stream was possibly the most Emmmmuﬁ of our

. ,..m@odouow. True, we were on ?&Sﬁ one-fourth of the time,

. and we were 8@&&&% and auowozmzw drilled. Made mES a
_.uEmen of Teconnaissances and moam.cdbo. expeditions. ~ The
weather was gemerally pleasant, our supplies were m,cﬁwmmuﬁ,

and the enemy had received such terrible punishment’at Stone
River that they kept at a safe distance. The most disagreeable
encounter the writer had while. there wds af unprovoked at-
tack he Emmm on'a skunk. The loss in this little action*amounted

‘to a valuable suit of clothes. On one occasion the Thirty-first

went out as a guard with a brigade train for forage. Some five
miles southeast of camp we came to a farm and a nice crib of
corn. Orders were given to take the corn without disturbing
the building.~“In returning from putting out some pickets, we
noticed corn-cobs in the fence-corners, all along the lane. - We

immediately went to the Negro quarters, and inquired of an .

old colored woman how they came there, and were informed
that a regiment of rebel cavalry had been there every day for
more than a week, at about one o’clock, and fed their horses.

The picket force was at once doubled, and the corn-crib torn -

down, and in thirty minutes the corn was all loaded into our
wagons. - We prepared papers showing the amount and value
of the corn we had taken, and took them to the house to pre-

_sent to the moom woman; but we did not find her in a very .

amiable temper. - After a little conversation, we wrote “a se-
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~ cessionist” across the face of the papers, and were about to take
© our Fﬁm. when some of the boys inquired if she would sell
- some chickens.. She said they were all for sale at fifty cents
7 - apiece.: A chicken was caught, and she was offered fifty cents -
““» 7 in fractional currency. This was more than she could wumE.@
“=-- = and'she ?E% stormed. Some one showed her a facsimile Con-
#2770 “federate bill. This she accepted gladly, and in a few minutes
< she had no &:owaum, but plenty of facsimile. - Two Captains of-
"7 ‘the regiment made an arrangement to go back the %ocog:um.
-+ ™ Thursday to get some butter; but when the time came, they
" failed to procure a pass, and, in consequence of said failure,
~ they were quite liberal in their denunciations of the regimental
' commander; but they felt ‘quite m_mmaga ‘that night when a
- little colored boy came in with a message from the colored
© 7. folks, not to come, mon. the Emnm was alive with rebels waiting
B ‘...».S. them. e e :

" On the first da mm..@m_ %mﬁsgr. in; 350&& with

_some ‘other: s.ooﬁwv ‘were sent out to Woodbury -to. attack some’

. - H,Suow and came on to the enemy early in the: E@m:Em After
“a sharp skirmish we captured some forty prisoners, one sutler

- stand, and three wagons loaded with whisky and tobacco, and,
- .. E a mm.M or ?,ou returned 8 ntw : N .

méﬂ e
7" From Em% 4, 1862, the time we left Corixith, Hﬁgmmamﬁw:
t0J anuary 8, 1863, the cloze of the battle of Stone River, was
about eight months; or two hundred and forty days. During
.-all this time the aoo.:Bmue was considered in camp ninety-nine
mw%m Tt acipally had its tents up but m?w.mun mm%m. leaving

— without our tents, mbm on short rations. - : -

R During this time the regiment was :bmma mam in »QE&.

. wmﬁ.,_m‘ twelve days, beside various skirmishes that sometimes
v Ebocba@m to quite a respectable little battle. .

\

rebel: cm<&q that ‘werée supposed to be there. We made a night ..

-one hundred and eighty-four days a;; the men were exposed ~
"to the inclemency of the weather, “Em" as it came, without -
_shelter of any kind, and the worst weather ﬁ:; came moﬁum us

me wmm_Emi marched from Fort Uoso.._wou 8 Fort HHmE.u: ”

. um B .\Ns« N,\SE“@ .\«.ﬂ& Indiana kﬁsﬁmg

~

?mu went dw boat to Hu&md.E.m Hmbm:_m, ?oc ekirmished and -
moEwE its way to Corinth; then marched to Booneville and ;
"Jacinto, wbmwmmﬁ%u m,on »wmu‘m‘ i

it Emu.o&mm to Tuka and to ~
~_Eastport, in the northeast corner of gmlsm%mz thence, by the " . .
—=:=way of Tuscumbis, m._oumuomv and Rogersville, to Athens, Ala- 5
;I!memT.?muom uo;r dcross the State of Tennessee, passing :
‘through Reynolds Station and merﬂcﬁ to Gallatin, near the: -
~Kentucky State live. Thence back Eocmw Nashville, EE..W.,..,..,

8 mwmmmvouo:mw Liberty, and Smithville, to E&S:ES:& near -
- the foot of O:melmum Mountain. © Then a couple of days’ -
march up into the mountain and return. Then we start out on
“the ».E:ocm Buell-Bragg foot-race, back through Nashville to -
" Louisville, Kentucky; then to the Perryville battle-field; and -~
Smcom _through Danvidle, mS:PmS.m Crab Orchard, Eozﬁ Ver-
uou. ‘across Rockeastle River, up onto dﬁ_mnﬁ Mountain, to Nel-

woum Owommuommmg 8 @onmo Ou@on&n.Sowme OF%OQE&,VQG
mgﬁ.gmn part of Nmu»c&mwv gm ‘thence back through Mount
~ Vernon, Somerset, Columbia, QHmmeﬁ moo:S:mc to Gallatin,

= _-Tennessee; ‘thence, by a circuitous route, Q.OmmEm the Cum--
. dmlmum above Nashville, and intocamp near mewS:o ; and
‘thence to the battle-field of Stone River, near ﬁc_\?mmwwoaozmv
umﬂum marched, in the Emmnebm more aruu %w@m thousand
Bbmm. ,
‘ During this time ?m wmm.:bmun was on detached service, and

, -~ almost entirely alone for a period of forty-one days.

— The most Fdodosm marching wé had to do was what was
. The troops followed the road, and each regi-

= meuﬁ éoEm mmgb a company, w.vum.&mm of Swzow were thrown

v

o ,lEM:.ow ‘in Indian Em Vom?um as ‘near ?m same &wemuoo as

= @895@ from the Soovm in the road. Of course fences, hills, and

‘,,1 ravines had to be crossed, streanis had to be waded, thickets and

. \,U:ma patches had to be penetrated, and, at the same time, %o:

~ had to keep up with the troops in the road.

- Another laborious duty, one that got to ,Um quite vﬁmmumoﬁm“
was “train guarding.” When at any point away from the depot
of mcwwrmmu brigade and division trains would be sent, and troops .
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detailed to guard them. The trains, of course, would be given
the road, and the guards would have to march as best they

58 The Thirty-first Indiana IPegiment

" came to the foot of the mountain. The regiment was detailed -

_ to assist the train up the big hill, which we succeeded mu, ¢

. ,‘ " could, and, in the event a team got stuck in the mud, the guards . “ " s L. moEm soon after nightfall, and the regiment went into camp _

‘had to lay down their guns, and put their shoulders to the wheels. - =~ - " on the top of the mountain the night of the 19th. During the *

This train guarding was almost an évery-day business, and the S C !Moamuoou the next day we came up with the division, and moved -

- Thirty-first Regiment, moeroﬂ. was lucky in getting uovm of this i o - on across the mountain, and down into Sequatchie Valley, ar-
" %ind to do. I do not suppose, however, that on this line we did = . .mn;\%ﬁa:bm at Dunlap in the evening of August 20th. We N.WEEU&..
more than our proportionate chare. * 1t was astonishing to se0 - ~ here.until the 1st of September, and found -that there were a"

% how quick a wagon could be repaired. If an axle should break, o r:.m@ number of Union people in this part of Tennessee. They -

with scarcely no tools, and with no material except such as could o L

be picked on a farm where the rails had all %mmm%mﬁ.mm 2 man

“Came in, in large numbers, on Sunday, to hear Chaplain @;Bon.m
“preach. They were all delighted with the sermon, and many
were profoundly impressed.

or two would go to work, and the next morning the wagon would ‘

be up and ready for use. The Emﬂ&om of repairing a wheel was o Rt The first day of September found us again on apm E»uow

different. If a wheel gave way, the teamster would drive to A wmmmEm down the valley, and through the town of Jasper, and -
S arriving at Shellmound, on the Tennessee River, on the evening

ouommmmomﬁuwaommmumém;ﬁ:uwmgmum zumuﬂooroﬁmon
a teamster who was off his giiard, or a Smmou that was not under __.of the 3d, at nine o’clock. The Thirty-first was ferried across

~ the immediate eye of & sentinel,’ ﬁ&g it ‘was only the Soaw & , +++_Z=_ghe river in small mm%ownm about eleven o’clock at night, being .

2 moment to take a moom wheel om ‘and’ ‘put the broken one on. :-the first troops to cross, and was immediately sent out on guard’ - E
I have heard it said that sometimes 2 ﬁ&mw\éoam be carried

.- five miles before the exchange could be made. It was insisted

‘ 8. ?owmaaﬂ.féw;m?mwmﬁﬁumﬁomﬁam::m_ouémm B.ommf
~.~Z.ing. We remained here at Shellmound. watfl 1 the '5th, and what

that there was no stealing in this, for the wagons all belonged to

.Qd&mmmﬁ:mzmgma?m%ﬁ,maméoafbm moa w:.o wm Q:mmm

~“7fime we were not on duty, we were diligently putting in the time
it may, it had all the symptems of stealing. -~ -
. The 24th day of June, 1863, we struck $u$ and bid fare-

L  exploring Nickajack Cave, the mouth of which was a large,
" .. _subterranean cavity, in which a regiment of men could find
; ;@owmmﬁ shelter and safety from any cyclone, from which quite
" .2 number of narrow cavities led out to large halls or rooms.

well to Camp Cripple Creek, moving out in a southeast direc- - -
- ~Tt was said that large quantities of salpeter were procured here;

but the works were quite rude and simple, consisting E&:E% of
oE mmwgobmm ash-hoppers. .

tion until we came to the Murfreeshorough and Bradyville pike,
passing Bradyville, and up Dug Hollow, where we had some
pretty heavy skir n,:anmv had one man killed, and one wounded.
- We continued our march toward Manchesteg, arriving there
the evening of the 27th. We remained here a few days, marched
in the direction of Tullahoma, until we got to Elk “River. We
remained here until the Sth of July, when we returned with
the division to Manchester, and went into camp on the railroad.
‘We remained here until August 16, 1862, when we broke camp,

. marched out on the McMinnville Road, following it until the - "= - ST have the honor to submit, herewith, a report o».

next day, and turned in towards the mountain on the road to the part borne by the Thirty-first Regiment Indiana Volunteer

s Ri o . A
Dunlap. We ﬁmm& Colens River on Sum 18th, muw pear moom - - Infantry, in the late engagement with the Confederate forces

e BATTLE OF CHICAMAUGA.
S REPORT OF COLONEL JOHN T. SMITH,

st , THIRTY-FIRST IXNDIANA INFANTRY.
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