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INTRODUCTION

This 18 a collection of sixteen Civil War letteés ¢f
written between October 13, 1861, and:July 27, 1863.
The letters primarliy concern John Newton Smith. He
wrote eleven of the letters; seven to his wife, Eliza,
. and four to his parents-in-law., Two are to John and his o
brother, J. D., from their parents. On the back of one.
letter from John to Eliza is a letter from.N. W. Lamons
to his wife, Margaret. The other two 1etters‘are only
fragments, one from Joseph Johnson (probably a brother
of Eliza) to his "Brother and Sister" (could mean John
and Eliza) and one from Eliza to John.4

Only random bits of information are known about
John Newton Smith. His parents' names were provably
E. H. (possibly E. W.) and E. Smith (see page 19). He
was born about sixteen miles from Aleiandria, Alabama, in
Calhoun County (see page 24). He had at least two brothers,
one named J. D. who served with him in the war, and another
named Thomas. He was married to Ellzé A. Johnson, daushter
of Richmond and Nancy Johnson, and they lived at least for
awhile in the area around Chapel Hill and Slip-up, Alabama.
They also lived awhile on Bank Street: in Decatur, Alabama,

while John worked on'the“construction;of the rallroad bridge:
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over the Tennesses River. They had a daughter named Henryetta,_ﬂ._ﬁig'
born before the Civil War, and a son named Melvin Naverlan, 5?{f ﬂ ~if
born during the Civil War. John named his son vlia the mail'pﬁf

while in camp near Shelbyville, Tennéssee, in a letterjdétédfif”“

April 3, 1863.

Althouzh there ls‘ﬁo"éé}lﬁile proof 1t has been handed"tf.-
down by word-of-mouth that John died of smallpox in the last I
stages of the war. Eliza raised Henryetta and Melvin to
adulthood, both married and had chlldren, and today there
are numerous descendants, mostly concéntrated in and around 
Decatur, Alabama, (I am a great-great‘grandson of John and
a great grandson of Melvin).

In making the letters avallable in type, it 1is hoped

that the memory of John Newton Smith will be preserved for

many generations.

Ronald and Maxine Hall
Decatur,. Alabama
November 9, 1968

!



HISTORY OF THE LETTERS )

Since the Civil VWar, the letters have been in theff&f |

’

possession of Henryetta Smith Woodall (referred to as

Sissy in the letters), the daughter of John Newton Smith
and Elilza A. Johnson, and her descendants. Henryetta

‘married John A. Woodall, and they lived in Shady Grove

~ Community off the old Moulton road, near Decatur, Alabama.ﬂ;ffﬁj_;f'ig'

Here the letters stayed for many years, in a trunk.

R. C. Woodall, youngest son of John énd Henryetta, was

glven the letters when Henryetta died. He kept them at

his home in Decatur, Alabama. When he died in October 1967,

the letters were given to Mrs. Lucllle Woodall Hines Hoover,

Decatur, Alabama, thé daughter of hls brother, John Holland

Woodall. Mrs. Hoover is the present posssesgsor of the letters,

and supplied the fore-going information. |
‘An oddlty of the history of the letters has been an -

lgnorance of their existance by ﬁhe descendants of |

Melvin Naverian Smith, the son of John Newton Smith and:‘

Eliza A. Johnson. Although John Newton Smith's name

~survives only via the posterity of Melvin Naverian, no

. 8uch descendant apparently has in many years, if at all

until now, known that some of John'é most intimate thoughts

I |

have been preserved, much less read.them.
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I was informed of the exlstance of the letters by -

chance. Robble Hines, Mrs. Hoover's daughter, i1s a mutual

friend of Maxine and I (However, it has been only recently’?:.
that Robbile and I have known of our coﬁmon ancestry). | ‘

Mrs. Hoover and Robble visited Maxine and I during the'ilf fﬁ? A;i3:;:
1967 Christmas holidays. It was during this visit that 2e o0 B by
Mrs. Hoover informed me of the letters. Shortly afterward'P;Jﬁ

gshe made them available to copy and transform to ﬁype."




CONVENTIONS.

Underlying the task of transforming the letters to typeg,

was the obJective of presenting them in as leglble and

original manner as possible. Hence certain conventionsffﬂ'
fwere adapted. They are:
hl) ‘In keeping with the originals, the letters

are not structured in paragraph format; eachf[f'”'f
“letter i1s a continuous dialogue.

' g3 Although punctuation symbols were not used
In the originals, periods and commas have
been added for clarity.

3) One or more words completely not legible 1is
denoted by three successive periods.

4) Vords mis-spelled, whose mis-spelling obviously

e _._adds to the letter, are not corrected. How- : o
T———..__ever, following the word 1is the ¢oPrrest spelllni JCLU R S
’ ‘ in parentheees;~-~~~—""~mf“' b g N

5) If a word could not be deciphered, what the
' word appears to be is listed, followed by either
a question mark in parentheses or a zZuess at - -
what the word is, followedlby a question mark
~all in parentheses. _4.,
~6) The only added words are for clarity, and are ?f-'””
in parentheses., - RETINE P it
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‘October 13, 1861 .
I
f S ) R F A Dy
| 5 RORA. 2 B
}

. Manassus Junction ;
|

- Dear Brother and Sister,.

S After a long time I take my pen in hand and paper'3f4j7~5;;jf§fg#
\\\‘ - : B B v‘.-. ; "E/_
on my knee to drop- “you- a_iewﬂllnes to let -you know T e BT ae T
T 1——-—--. : o o s FF Eyeder «

1 that I am well and I truly ...

(the rest of the letter 1is not legible)

Joseph Johnson
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Tishamingo County; Milssissippl s
Dear Wife, | : ' : vl
It is with ... that I drop you a few lines to inform = -
you that I am tolerable well at this%time, for which I am
thankful to God for Hls kind mercles toward me and I hope o
when you get these few lines, they may find you enjoying_ e
the same blessing. I am Just a getting up out of the |
mumps. I have not been able to drill in two weeks, I
taken them this day, two weeks ago, and J. D.quith taken
them in a day or two afterwards. We are both getting about
agzain. We are still at Corinth yet. Our cumpney (company)
split up and we was throd (thrown?) into Captain Trigs
artillery this morning. The cumpney (company) split up
azain. Thirty of our men went to another artillery. Ve
s8t111 remain in Trigs cumpney (company). I have not seen
John and Tom in two weeks, though. i heard from them today.
Tom 18 well but John 1s sick, I did not learn what was the
matter with him. There 1s a good many of the boys sick with
direr hirum (?). Kirby is very sick. Jerry Davis 1s sick.
James Kertes 1s sick. Eliza, I want you to do the best you.v

can. I am uneasy about you. They say the yankees is at : ;-r;




Decatur, and all around. 'You get you a gun and get 1in the

. cave, and go to shooting'them. They say we are all bound,

for the war. I don't know. I am cominz home whenever I

can get the chance, 1f I have to wade through yankees seven;ﬁf“ 3

deep. I tell you that 18 sure, I amhcoming home some of :
these times. Tell Sissy.Pa wlll come home some of these
days. I want to see you very much, but I don't know when
I will get that priviledge. I trust before long. If we
never meet on earth again, let us meet 1in heaven, where

we will meet our chilldren. Though we have trials and
troubles in this world, yet we have the promise lald down
in the Bible, "Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall
be comforted". I am among a heap of people, and some of
the wickedest ones you ever saw. It almost makes the hair
rise on my head, ®© hear them swearing. They are expecting
a fight here bvefore long. I don't know much about it, no
vay. One thing I know. I wish they would quit 1t and make
peace. That would be glorious news to my years. If I had
some buttermilk to drink, I could write better, but‘I hant
got none, so I will do the best I can. Save me some ezgs.
Give my respects to all the old neighbors. I must bring
my letter to a close, saying good bye for awhile. I want
to hear from you very vad, but I don't know when that will
be. There 1s no mail. I have to send this letter by hand
by the politeing (?) of Mr. Wilhite.'




.A few lines to Mr. Johnson:

These lines leave me tolerable well. I hope these
lines may find you all well. I wantfyou to take cafe of A5l
.Eliza and Henryetta till I come, and?don't let the yankees[i£ pf

'come there. Take Tige and your gun and go to work. I -

wish I was there to help you, though:I guess I will get to = i

show my hand here before long. So good bye for awhille.
J. D. Smith sends his best love and compliments to you all v
and says. tell the children hody, and more especially,‘thefjf?ff";7

gals,

J. N. Smith to Elilza A, Smith
and Richmond Johnson and family and all

(This letter was on the back of the previous letter dated
April 27, 1862) |
Dear Wife,

I take my pen in hand to inform you that I am Qell
at this time, and hope these lines ﬁay'find you and the
children well and doing well. I don't know as I have any
‘more news to write than J. N. Smith has wrote. I am here
"in camp. I am canner ader (?). I know how to drill with
the cannons pretty well. Our company is all for to smash.(?)
some of the boys here, some there and some yonder, and I
expect we wlll bs thrqwed into another company. 0ld Humphrey ‘

‘18 gone to yankeedom, I hope, for he is worse than one. .. '
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I hope 1t wont be long till I will get to come home. I

want to see you very bad. Do the best you can till I come . - .-

home. If I never am permltted to cbﬁe home, I will Say.tofiffrzji"
you to do the 5est you can. Try to ralse the children up":j_?!
right. But I belleve that I will cbme home and enjoy :
your company again. Peggy, I wont you to kiss Nancy Jane

and Mary Martha for me, and Newte says for you to kiss |
Eliza for him, and t1ll Eliza to kiss you for me. Pap(?)i"fff:fyiffé;
to write to 1f the mail starts again; If the mail would v -
run from here there I could do a heap better if I could

hear from you. It would be great saﬁisfaction to me, but’ {

I hope we will meet again. Me and J. N. and J. D. Smith,

"Milt Smith and Jake Ed Lamons, John Haket, and John McClary

and Mark Kirby 1is all together. X1 Kerby is gone to the

hospital. BSo I close by saying good bye for awhile.

-

'N. W. Lamons to Margaret J. Lamone
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January 10, 1863

-

State of Tennessee, Lincklon (Lincoln?) City

In camp at a little place called Mulberry, 38 miles from
Huntsville, stationed only for a few days.

Dear Wife,

It 1s wilth pleasure that I drob you a few lines to
inform you that I am ... time for which I am thankful to
God for his kind mercies toward me and I do hope these
few lines may find you all well and doing well. I have
not very much news to write anymore than we have been a
flzhting agaln as usual. We spent our Ch;istmas a fighting.‘
yankees. That 1s, we did not fight any a Christmas day,

- but we commenced the day after Christmas and we fouzht
‘them elght days in succession. We fought them from
Laverne to Murfreesboro, which i1s fifteen miles. VWhen

we got to Murfreesboro to the army we went around and got
- in behind them back at Laverne, cut off thelr wagon trains.,v
We burnt up two hundred wagons, cut out the mules from the
wagons, and turned them loose seven hundred mules and taken
‘Ifour hundred prisoners. Colonel Morzan taken the prisoners
out in the cedars and paroled them.f The Boys enjoyed the

- burning finally. Times was pretty hot by this time, and _

|
|
|
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‘we left and went to a little place called Nolenville.
There we burnt up some more wagons, placed mash (?)

wlth them agaln. We left there and come back to Murfrees-

" boro and fought them on ﬁhe left wing.of Bragg's Army.
AThe reason we fought them in so many places ... belong'
‘to General Wheelar's Cavalry. Our artillery with him
‘everywhere he goes ... there 1s one section of our battery
+++ With Wheelar move that are on the ... somewhere. |
J. D. Smith 1s with them. I look for them in before long.
- The loss of the yankees at Murfreesboro was twenty thou-
“sand. Our loss was only five thousand killed, wounded andAr3 "f’
~mlssing. Our army is moving somewhere but I don't know &
~where. It may be from the corce (?). I have a ... that
we are a golng to lMisslissippi. If we do I am going to try
~mighty hard to come by home. Thatlwould be a good thing.

I guess 1 come mighty close of this morning, but I was a

little too late. I will tell you the joke. Our Gommander

1s not with us now. He is off on the scout with Wheelar.
.The Lt. that 1s in command got drunk last night and told
" me he would give me the leave of absence for a few days,
till I could come home. He said hefwould take all responsi-
- bility on his self, but I could not find nothing to make
a lizht with. He said wéit'tlll morning and he would write

the pass. This morning he did not take quite so much tea,

——
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. and he was most too sober to write the pass. I came so

;bnigh to getting off, I put on a bild (?) shirt. The boys

wants to go buy a quart and get him%drunk again, but I

- am looking for our Captain today.' ? tell you, that iffI-iéfftfw
had a got off I woﬁld-of_made old Bgrney s BA1L T got'i:IA'!.'
 home, but I was ... .""1"Was~d1;ty.§ I had been flghting
- elght days and had not time to wash my hands, so there.is f "
no great loss, but there was some Small profit. I got my:t

i neck washed by the operation. I wi}l hush my foolishness,"ﬁ.

Liza. I want to see you mighty badi... . Tell Sissy Pa

will come home some of these days. 1 want to hear from
you so bad I don't know whét to do; I want to know how
you came out, whether all is well or not. I have wrote .-
time agaln and have no answer. Grass (?) bpought me a
letter from you 18 all the letter I've got from you since
I left Corinth. You stated in youf letter you would be
confined in the middle of December. I trlied to zet off
to come home then, but I could not ‘get off. Oh, that I
could hear that all 1s well. That would be glorious news

to me. Oh, that I can hear that I can see you. If I

could only hear, 1t would be the most satisfactlion in the

world. Eliza, I have been in a great many close places.
I have had bomb shells to burst all around me and yet I

am spared. . I thank God that He has preserved me so far.

b -
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I trust to Him for His future blessings. I am trying to

live a Christlan. I feel under obligation to my God the -

- balance of my days for his kindness‘to me. We have been
‘very lucky so far. ‘We have had five horses killed and.never{,'

- lost a man. ‘I nmust come to a close, 'I will wrlte'every;' f?“

chance I have.

SR Good bye,
R TSR T . _J. N. Smith to Eliza A. Smith
| .
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January 10, 1863 :

Dear Father and Mother, Brothers and Sisters,
| It 1s much plessure that I drop you these few lines
:to inform you that I am well., Hoping these lines may find
‘\;;;“:;;;Y?P all well, I have no need to write anymore than I have -
alreédj wrote.u‘I\wdﬁtiEQ:SQe"youfailfhighty,bad. I long -~
to see the time come when I may be éermitted to come home.
I could tell you all a heap if I coﬁld.see you, but I am | T
deprived of that priviledge. It wont be long till I shall'
see you all. If I never do, I entreate you all to meet
me 1n heaven. Since I'§éy you, -God has saw fit to call
two of your children from tiﬁéwfo eternity, but thanks be
to God, our loss 1is thelr galn. Let us 1live for God, that
. when he sees Tit to call us from this 1life, that we may
meet our children in heaven. I understand that I. G.
Johnson had come home wounded. I did not know whether it
was 8o or not. If he 1s there, teli him I want to see him
- mighty bad. Tell him to wrlte to me if I can't get to come
home. I would be glad 1f you could come up hers. You can

ride horse a day and half, for I never wanted to hear from

home as bad in my life. Tell the gals hody for me. I saw




Nat Lamons the other day. He was well., I saw John Haket. -.

- He was wsll.

’ _I'saw James Grifin. He was well. I must go.

'
"
v
S T
g e S
—
T
1
.

- J. N. Smith

" Good bye,

'

)
!
i

'to Richmond Joh

P R T

.  1.1.

I heard from Marlon Braswell. He was well.

nson-andfalL{”




Fébruary Sy 1863.

To J. N. Smith and J. D. Smith in the care of Captain
. Roberts, Arkansas Light Artillery, General Wheelars Command . .

., Dear Children, » _
It is with pleasure that I write to you to inform yo@
that we are as well as common. For%while we are thankful |
~to God for His mercles toward us we .do earnestly hope'v |
these lines may find you both well.; we received you letters
dated 23rd December, which afforded us great satisfaction
that you was both well and also much gratified to hear that
_you ... that your prayers may be heard and answered and
that you may be spared to come to the fond embrace of your
friends at home and worship in your old sanctuary again.
May the Lord bless you and preserve'you and may His grace
sustain you 1s my prayer. We received a letter from Manda
Smith that brought us the painfui news that your brother
Thomas was dead. He died at Oxford, Mlssissippl on
October 27th. He dled with the pneumonia fever. He was
.confined five days, but there 1s great comfort to his

vbereaved P

(The letter was torn off at this point)
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March 3, 1863

{
1
i
i
l

i
|

In camp near Shelbyville, Tennesses

Dear Wife,

It 18 with great pleasure that I drop you a few lines
to Inform you that I am well at this time, for which I am
thankful to God for Hlis mercles toward me, and I hope thesse
few lines may find you well and doiné well. I have no news’
to write. I am doing very well, considering everything.
Brother Joseph 18 on the head of Yellow Creek. He got
s8lightly wounded at Fort Donelson. I am a looking for him
to come to the cumpney (company) in a few days. I saw Will
Johnson the other day. He 18 gone to the hospital. Eliza,
I am uneasy about you. Tomorrow will be a year since I
have been in the service and I have never recelived but two
letters from you, and one of them I got last spring, and
the other last fall. I have wrote forty, I know, to you
and your father, and 1t looks 1like I can't get to hear a
word from you. But I will still live in hope. If I die
in despalir, I can't see for my life what can be the reason
of me not getting a letter. Everybody else can get letters

but me. But I wlll still wrlte every chance I get, stilli‘

|

1
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P
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P
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hoping to hear from you. If I Just could hear from you,';t g
would do me a thousand worth of good. I have some money

I wish you had. Cman't you get your Pap to come up here _ p ‘
and get it and let me hear from you?; Tell everybody hodyh;ié;ikﬁi

for me. Tell Sissy for Pa. Oh, you don't know how bad I

want to see you all. Tell your Pap he can ride here in
... days. He can right across by Athens and from there to ot
Fayetteville and from there to Shelbyville, and then take

the Murfreesboro Pike and go six miles from Shelbyville,

and he will find old Newte. I want you to write to me,

and direct your ... to Shelbyville, Tennessee, in the careX
of Captain Wigzins, Light Artillery, General Wheelar's
Brlggade. I want to see you very bad. I hope it wont be
lopg before I will get to come home. I will say to you and
all, 1f I never see you again on earth, I ask you to meet

me in heaven. I know that a soldier has a bad chance. We
are destltute of preaching, but I will say to you that I

am s8till a trying to serve my God. Live long, or dle soon,

I intend, God being my heiper, to live and die a Christian.

I desire and entrust in your prayers. Pray for your husband,
‘that 1s exposed to a cold winter, and once in awhils, shot..ﬂ
and shelled. Tell the neighbors to write to me. So I must
qu1t for this time, for I have to get supper.

 Good bye,

- J« N. Smith to Eliza A. Smith .
-~and all, - I want to hear from .
you soon," ! ‘

14



April 3, 1863

In camp near Shelbyville, Tennesses '

Dear Wife,

It is with great satisfactlion that I seat myself to
drop you a few lines to inform you that I am well at this
time for which I am thankful to God_for his mercles to-
ward me and I hope these few lines may find you all well.:
I received your kind letter dated the 15th of March.

You don't know how much good it done me to hear from

you one time more and to hear that you was all well and

to hear of my fime son., I am proud to hear that all is
rizht. I was mighty uneasy about i1t. You don't know how
my mind 1s rellieved. Take good care of him. I would like &
to sese him ... shore iIf he 18 llke his Pa. He 1s a
whopper. You wrote to me to send him a name. I don't

know hardly what to name it.. There 1s a good many names
suzzested to me by the boys. If you want to, you may

call his name Melvin Naverian. If you don't like that

you can name hlm and you will satisfy me. Tell Sissy that.'
1 cuess somebody's neck would be hugged shore enouzh if I

was to come home. Tell her to take good care of the baby.

,15



I want you to do the best you can. I have not heard from
brother Joseph yet. I am uneasy about him. I am afraid -
the yankees has taken him a prisoner. I rode six days

to get to him but the yankees chased us off and I had to -
come back to the command. If the yankees never got him,
he will be up in a few aays; He was not very bad hurt.
"If he (1t?) had a not been so cold, we could have brought
‘him to camp. I wish he would come up, for'I want to see;?
him. He was wounded in the foot at‘Fort Donelson and we

had a blidst (?) to save him in a house on account of the. . .

cold weather. I received a letter from the old man Smith =

~-..last week. They was all well. I amvin'good health. I

was weighed today.  -You.can't guess-how-much I weizh. s

was 176 pounds and as vretty as deﬁ.

A few 1linés to Rlichmand and Nancy Johnson

These lines .leave me harty, fat as a buck but I can't cer

Jump 8o high. I hope these lines may find you all well - ”iffﬁfi
and doing well. I wart to se& you a&l mighty bad but I

‘am in hopes 1t wont bde long £411 I cén see you all. So let'}”1 

us all do the best we can and if we ﬁever_meet on this earthl

‘again let us meet 1n heaven where wefwill meet our children

and friends who have gone before us.§ I am a trying to

1serve God In the best manner I can a%d I want to see all

16
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my friends serve Him. Our stay on eafth 18 but short.

Then how important 1t 1s for us to try to make our peace, -,f"
‘calling, and electlion shore with Géd; If we never meet

iin this 1life, may we all meet in heaven 1s my prayer. 1

-.._.__was very sorry to hear that you could not come up here for»,7:"
T , _

I"haﬁt'féTseé’you-mighpy_badtﬂﬂBesidQs,mlﬂhave one hundred

S B PE g A

.dollars that I want Eliza (tbthQé?x; I must close for

want of room (runnlng out of paper).

Good bye, ]

©-J. N. Smith to Eliza A. Smith © -
and Richmond and Nancy Johnson.: B s

. R -
-~ i ST

-(also on top of an enclosed, blank piece of paner):

You wrote you had no paper. Ydu can wrlte back on
this and in a hurry for I don't believe we'll stay here
long. Direct your letters to Shelbyville, in the care

~of Capt. Wiggins, Martin's Briggadeﬁ Wheelars Command.

- (What may be the beglnning of the "answer" to the preceding

letter 1s the following. The rest :of the letter is not
legible.)

’

State of Alabama
Morgan County
¥ay 10, 1863

- Dear Husband, :
|

It 18 with great pleasure thatfl seat myself down

to let you know that we are all well. Hoplng these few
C ' o o : .
lines ... . LU !

17
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April 19, 1863
i

§
I
1
|

~ Dear Children,

It 1s with pleasure that we wrlte to you informing

 you that we are all well, for which! we are truly thankfulyi;f;ff“

. to God for his care over us and we éincerelyvhope these
lines may reach you and find you both well. We have not
v heard from you 1in a long time. Ve ére uheasy'and long tov
hear from you. Our mall 1is re@ularEnow from’Danville to
Jasper and I think you might write often. If I knew where
to writse to, I would write often. I have wrpte two letters
to you since we read one from you. The conaucctlon (?)

1s all. We heard from Morzan two or three weeks azo and
they was all well. We merely writé this letter by way -

of Inquiring and are golng to send it by W. Kernelus, be-
lonzging to the 28th Alabama Reviment. He says he 1is
acqualinted with your battalion. Times here 1s hard. Everyf‘
thing 1s scarce and nizh. Corn is worth three dollars a
bushel. I am living at the widow Wilson's mill building

and trying to make a crop, but 1t is with difficulty on
account of the provisions. 1 am ln hopes they will make

peace soon. I am anxious to see you. We have not heard
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from J. C. Swmith for a lonz time. If you knew how bad
we wanted to see you, you would write and come. Dear
Children, I now say to you to live faithful and trugt An, s ;iﬁ‘
God and His grace 1s sufficient to save.' He locked the |

mouth of the llon and saved Daniel. He has promised.to - .

- be with us in troubles and not forsake us. Let us trust
- then, and 1f we never see each other in life, let us try ...
“to meet in heaven, where parting isfno more. A cause

the bad paper (?) and write as soon as you receive this.,iiTw.

- Yours truly till death,
- ‘ j _
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 E. H. (possibly E. W.) and E. Smith
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J?ne 22, 1863

In camp, Shelbyville, Tennesses
Dear Wife, |

It is with great pleasure that I drop you a few lines ‘?”v
to inform you that I am well at this time, for which I
am thankful to God for His mercy toward me and I do hope
that these few lines may find you all well and doing well;bl
I have no need to write anymore, than we are ordered . |
away from here, We will start in the morning. Ve have
got three déys rushing cooked (?) ... . I expect we
will go to west Tennessee. Some thinks we will z0 to
Misslissippi. I don't know where we will go. I hope we
wont go to Misslissippi. I don't want to go there. I
suppose we have galned a great victory in Virginny, and
another in Loulslana, and one at Vicksburg. That is
good news, if it is so.‘ Eliza, I want you to do the best
you can. I don't know when I will get to come home. &
hope before lonz. I want to see you and the children
very bad. I long to see the time come when I will be

permitted to come home. I think I would be the happlest

man on earth 1f I could be at home with you and the
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. children, to stay there. But, 1 am:willing to fieght
- awhile longer, 1f we can Zaln our independance. I

. don't reckon it 1s worth your wiille to write to me till

.-you hear from me again. I will write'as quick as we

settle down. I want you to take good care of my bables. -

" Oh, you don't know how bad I want to see them. I have - -kfrﬂ‘,'ffﬂﬁ
"not heard from J. D. Yet. I am uneasy about him. I

“am afrald he is dead, or he would come 1in, or write to

me. Tell all of the gals hody for me. Tell them I want 1_‘  f;i;i;
. to see them. Tellvthe neighbors hody for me. I want : B
" you, when you write, write all the news you have. I

saw Lee Winston yesterday. He was wgll. I must close in

short. Stlll remaining your husband till death,

J. N. Smith to Elilza A. Smlth

A few lines to Mother Johnson:

These llnes leave me well, and as well satisfled as .«
a man can be, away from his family and friends. I hope
these lines may find you’all well. I want to see you very
vad. I desire and intrust in your prayers. I am sur-
rounded with temptations and privatlons on every hand,
but I thank God that Hls grace 1s sufficlent to sustain
me. Motner, do keep down a fuss between Liza nnd Puss,

if you can. May the Lord bless us:all 1s my prayers.
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: J. N. Smlth}to Nancy Johnson
J . & . ]
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July 17, 1863

In cawmp, Trenton, Georgih™ ~=:---

Dear Wife, | L
It 1s with great pleasure that I drop a few lines to  ;*3;?57-

inform you that I am well at tﬁis time, for which I am thank-

ful to God for lils kind mercies toward me and I hope these,

few lines may find you.and the children well. After four

days of hard riding, I landed at Trenton, Georzia. Here

I came up with the command. I found the boys all well.

They was all glad to sece me. I am not with the part of the

battery that I left at Huntsville. I missed it about

Guntersville, and I crossed Sand Mountain and pushed through

to Trenton. We alnt a golng to stay here but a few days.

I don't know where we will go, but we will go somewhere to

recrult. When we stop, I wkll write again and let you know

where I am. VWhen I got to the cumpney (compapy), you may

guess I dld not have much money. I only paid three dollars

& nizght and I only had fourteen dollars when I left home.

I have got a nuf (enouzh) left to buy me a plug of tobacco.

Hooray for me. I will 1ive what time I do live. Do the
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best you can. I will wrlte azain, 8oon as we stop. Give

my respects to J. E. Doyle and family. Tell them I got -

\\\t0~mv command - -safe _and sound. Kiss my bables for me, andﬁ‘;j
takevcare of yourselff”fSO"good”byé'for awhile,’
S - J. N. Smith to Eliza A. Smith
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\ 5A1exandria, Alabama ' ;

.;Dear Wife, | : !
| It 1is with great pleasure that i drop you a few lines
:to'inform you that I am well at this}time, for which I am
'  thankful to God for Hls mercies towafd me, an@ I do hope
v‘these few lines may find you and thefchildren well., I have =
no news to write. After I got to Trénton, Georzia, I taken
the worse cold I belleve I had in my life, but it 1s a
getiing better now. We left Trenton last Wednesday. Ve
‘€0t to Alexandrla last night. We are going to stay here
';two or three days to rest. I thinkffrom the way we are
agoinz, we willl stop in Mississippl, and I héd as soon go
.anywhere else., I don't know for:certain where we will =zo.
We had had a very warm march so far. We are a living on
.one third rations, and it goes pretty hard with the o0ld men.
But I am in hopes times will zet better. Roseneares (corn?)
‘and potatoes 1s here. That will help a great deal. There
18 good crops everywhere I have been. I am at Alexandria,

'Alabama, 8lxteen miles from wherq I was born in Calhoun
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County. Elilza, 1t seems to me like I want to see you worss
now than I dld before I came home. It appears to me like

I have been lost ever since I left home. I am somewhat out
of heart. Everything looks gloomy aﬁd dismal. The Lord
only knows what i1s to become of us. At the present, 1t
looks like the enemy has got the upper hand of us, but I
don't feel like we are whipped yet, although we have give

up some important points. But that don't whlb us yet. It
will cause us to have to fight awhlle longer. I will tell
you my notlon about this war. My notlon ;8 that we will
never have peace as long as there 1s so much wickedness
exlsting. The people 1s too unthankful. It looks like the
people 18 almost gilven over to a reprobate mind. It appears
to me 1like the people is almost ready to say, "Get you up
Aaron, and make us a god, whom we may serve'. I want you

to write me as soon as you get this letter and let me know
how you are, and whether you have moved or not, and all the
news you have, and how the children 1s, and when you heard |
from J. G. Johnson and whether/you have heard from J. D., or
not, and give me all the news you have and direct your letter
to Alexandria, Alabama, Calhoun County, Wiggin's Battery,
Martin's Briggade, Wheelar's Calvery Command, direct to
Alexandria, and 1f we are gone, the letter will follow us.

Be shore and write. I wlll get the letter, and when wve
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