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Bowfing Green Kentucky
Nov 23 1861

Dean wife
At is with pleasure that 1 drop you a fiew Lins %o
Let you know that 1 am well and harty hoping fhat when
you get these Lines Tthat they may find you and the childran
akt well '
I have know niews to write Zo you this moaning
it has been Z weeks since 1 wrhote to you and then 1 did
not give you the porticulans Ain referance to the health
o4 ourn comply and regement
we are nearly all sick
out of a Zhousand men in Zhe negement there is betwen 3
and 4 hundred affected men
An our own compiny out of 90 men Zhere Ls about 30 in camps
they are at Nashvil and in bowfing at the hospital
we have not Lost any ouf of our Compty except it 4is
Ben Johnson
he has been An Nashvill 2?2 weeks
he and Bob McCan
we got a LefZern from Ravels who went fhere fo wate on
them 3 dayes ago
he stated Ihdi Zhe boyes wene all doing well but Ben
and he said without a change socn he must die
that he had Lost all hopes of him

Lhis you keep grom his griends uniilfl they hear from him

oun sdck L8 all caned forn very well

the Ladyes at Nashvill attend the hospiiial and nunse ihe
sick shouldens grattuetously

they are making oup Chairatable Cocietys in Bowling Green
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gor the same purpose

Zhe Texas Rangens are fore one Lime Lramped

Colonel Terrey and all Lhe regement that could go Left
hean yesternday morning

thenre business and destination is unknown fo us

some say to Lookout winié& quartens

some say to he was ordened Zo go to atfiact Zhe yankes at
a centan place wherne Zhey was 7000 strong

There was sevenal nregements of ingintry went on a head of
him

the balance of the boyes Left hearn are on duty every day
and night

they curse apply and wish Zhe damed state and regement was
in hefl

1 donot beleave that there 4is over 10 men in our compeny
but what wishes he was back in Texas

but as gor my self 4§ I was a young man 1 would not be
any whene els

our compeny has not got o go on a scoul yet

oun Capt is s£iLL unable fo do duty

the scouts that went out a week ago killed 2 yankes Zuck
10 head of horses and some axrms

the yankes hean of them coming and broak and they chased
them 50 close Zhat they Left there norses and and guns
and Ztuck to the thickeifs

today is Sonday and whife 1 am wrniiing 1 feel very Lownly
out of 127 4in oun mess there 4is but 4 Legt

Daniel Graham Freeman BiLL Richards and myself

Freeman 4{s gon Zo Lown



Richarnds detailed Zo wait on Lthe sdick and just Leves me
and Dan ai home and Dan 4{s a sleep and you may gurss I
am Lonsome

Loday £s the coldest day T evern saw in Kentucky

it 48 clody and cole enuff to fres Lisards

Dear Ann 1 must anknowledge that 1 have the blews this
morning as we boyes call it when we get Low spirited

I dremped Lasi nighit that 1 was at home with you and the
childnen and the infjoyment that it was to me in my
Amagination L5 unenspernsible

but when 1 awoke up it was a sad disiapoiniment

as for my self since I have got wellf I have now caus
nealy gforn dissadisfaction buit the one thing and that is
being sepernazed from all Zhat feel near and den to me
and wo 48 the object of all ceanr and tﬁought on this
eanth

but I yel have a faint hope that 1 will see you a gane
and T expect 4§ I should ever get back to my befoved
§amily and home that it will be Zhe happiest day Zhat 1
shall even see on this earth

there ant a hour in the day that pases over my head but
what 1 am Thinking o4 you and thee children

I am barning 4in mind Zhe tryals and afflictions that you
Wil shortly have o pass threw and am Thimpossing with
you

Let me say Zo you banet with all Zhe patience of a good
soldien and nemembern that every bitten has it sweel and

dweel Lty bititen

I have now doubZ but you will feel and do feel Zhat you anre



by yourn self but 1 have congidence in home 1 intrusted
you with that théy will nenden you all ZThe assistance
Zthat could be 4in my powen Zo do 4§ I was zthene

and you shall have my prayes and Zhympoihyes all the while
if 1 had not Left you in the hands of the best nateheral
man Ain the wonfd 1 would suferne with Ainesiness

but fLeaveing you 4in the hands of friend Ned and Fathern 1
am rhesting easy that they will atend Zo your care and see
that you will not Like for attention

I am geting all mosi outl of harte about getting a Letten
grom you

I havent recieved a worde from you since I Left norn grom
anybody 1

I have wniten 4 Letftens %o you 2 to Ned 1 o Fathen

2 to McQuany 1 Zo Housion and havent got a word

I want you to write to me onst in 2 weeks all the while
and tefl Ned fo wnite the same and alf who waﬁat Zo hean
grom me that they must wrife and 1 will ansen

yourns goreven

E H Ross



Oaklin Kentucky
Decem 7th 1861

Dean wife
1 necedived you favoret dated Novembern 8th which was a
sonce of great sadisgpaction Lo me
Lt came Zo hand on 6 inst
1 have red L%t over untilf 1 have afl most got Lt by harnt
I have necdeved but the one Letten from you since 1 Left
home and Lt Ls Lthe only Leften 1 have necedved faom anybody
I had almost concluded that you and everybody else had
gorsaken me
youn Letten fond me Ln good health but I am brought to
the necesdity of anouncing fo you Zthe death of several o4
oun brave boyes that Let that nelghborhood with me
Richard Mumphord Ben Johnson Green Vaun
we have Lost 6 out of our compeny allf with meassle fLirnst
and Zhen ketch cold and Zake the punumony
all but 2 died in Nashvill at the hospital
we have had a boun(d)ance of sickess in our regement but
all geting beftten
50 garnrn as 1 can hearn therne Ls a greal many returning grom
the hospittle thoe there Ls not maln)y of our own compny
come bachk yet
McCann Graham Ravels are sXLLL Ain fhe hospital but are
mending fgast
we have had now fLight yet but stilLL expeciin one
we have moved 12 miles north east of Bowling green Ln advance
of the mane arma
we anre sXLRL scouting round Zaken up everybody that we §ind

baring arms that cant prove himselg all right on the goos
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and have cought some free nigens

agreat ma(n)y yankes have gLed and Left Lhis part of Lthe
contrny

An fact all of the neal blew belied yankes

we are statloned at ones farm that Zhe place and (8)tudf
that was Left on Lt is wonth 50 thousand dollars

all of Lthis corn wheat Zobaco cows horses mules Asb
on the place and we have {ull procesion of them all oxr

at Least they belong fo Unkle Jeg

I cant begin o give you a List of all that he Legt
blacksmith shop Thrashern and the finest gardan that you
even saw

I went Lin the ganden yesternday and brought a bagfull o
cabage white heads the finest that you evern saw

Zherne is houses baaness stables hous rooms a nugh o do
the hote nregement

but they are as yet all but the dwelling {full of grane
and tobacco and we have made a hospital of the dwelling

I donot ow harrnis blankenship any beef stear at all and Lf
he sXilL claims Lt Zell him to wait ti£L 1 com back and

I will settlLe withe him

I am proud to hear that you have got a school s0 nearn to
you gor Sarah Jane and David BLen to go fo school and 1
am also very glad to hean Zhat you had your wheat and rye
sowed and that your hogs are doing wellf but you sald
nothing about your sheep cattle or horses

1 would Zike %o hean from them all but all 1 want fo hear
grom you and the children Lf you new how proud I was Zo

hearn from you you would write offenen
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I want you and Ned Zo wrifte £o me ZTwist a month
white to me what they arne doing wiih the Land debt and what
they ane doing with them nots that smith and Acamond

had of mine

doubtless you will be at Fatherns when you get these Lines
beshured that 1 will noit forget you in in your aflictions
Zhat 1 know you will shorly have to pass Lthrew

I have not forgeZ you non nether have 1 forgot to pray

gor you norn nethen will 1 even forgei you LilLL the Latest
breath

I have gon threw a gheat ma(n)y viedisitudes of Life but

I am the same me

yet write to me how mutch you got fon Zhe beaves and who
gof them

Zell Ned 1 Long to see him and spend some more plaursfull
houns wizh him for Lnszt Zo bee with him afl nigh Zake a
bee gum and take a mabe and chew of Lobacco

and tell him Zo wrnife Lo me onst a monkh shore and tell
all who wanst Zo hean from me to write to me and 1 will
white Zhem

zell o write and 1 will waite Zo him

tell Fathen and Mothen that 1 have noit forgot them and Jef
and wanst Zo be remembered by all of fhem

1 hean inclose you five dollens and 1 will send you five
dollens more in a few days

I donot know whether it wifl pass pear on noi but Lt will
pag stone aconi

it wikl do no moxre

write to me soon and Lei me know wether L4 will pass or
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not

tell Sarah Jane Davy WillLiam Margret o gether a bushel
04 pocansd and heep them untill spring and maby 1 will be
there to eat them

telt them to be good boys and ginds that paw has not
gongot them

tell Sarna Jane and Davy fo study there books well

that L5 way for them to get to be men and wiman soon

I have not got now Letten from you paw yet

I wrote Zo him at grand funcition as I came to this place
Dearn Ann T must bring my Lettern to a close

may The Lord bless keep you from all danger and harm is
my pray

your aggectionate Edward untill death

E H Ross
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Kentucky Cave City
Decemben 25%th 1861

Dean wife

At 48 with pleasure that 1 am able to drop you a gfiew
Lins to Let you hnow Zhat I am well at thdis Zime hopding
that when Zhese Lins come Zo hand that they may f§ind you
and the children all in the Like blessing

I have great neson o Zhank god for my well being

times As veny thoublesom hean

my hornse hassnt been unsaddled but 1 night out of 4

we have obeen netrneting forn the Last 3 dayes ZilL yestenday
we stoped and 100 went back in s4ight of Zhe mane arma and
and found that Zhey had noit advanct only as they had
crnosdsed the niven and had strung out along Zhe node %o
get noom fto camp

Xtoday a tody of caveraly and Lnﬁinieng L5 going back up
therne to heconoitrne nound .

I am not going on the acont of not having a 54x shoofen
what they wilf will do Zo day 1 cant tell

we have had one very senious f4ight up there 2 weeks ago
the yankes occupy the ground the battle was faught on

150 on 200 of ourn boyes run on Lo 600 dufch infintenry

and killed 75 of them with the Loss of 7 on our part
Colonel Tery was a mong Zhe Lost which was a great Loss
Lo us

Lou Colonel Lubbock 44 at the point of death and has

been all the while

Majorn Harnison 4is sick and not able £o command the negement
also several of the Captans of diferani Comps has becom

s4cly and has reiired and gone home



40 you see that as a regement we are Ln and unorganised
state

the health of our Comp and regement Lis Amproving

we have RLost 10 out of oun Comp

a fLght 45 now Lnefitable

if they do not fLght us at bowling green where we are
thying Lo tale them we will fLight them on There one grond
Zherne A5 only ourn regement and a regement o4 Arkansas
inginetery commanded by Colonel Hinemon and Tilerns vattalion
04 cavernly that L8 up here in Lhese montains among Lhe
yankes

we are 25 miles in Lthe advance of the mane armay watchding
and thying to Zale them to bowling green Lo where oun
gontifications A4

Lt 45 unknown how maney of Lthem Lthere L5

we think that there § Zhousand now a choss green rlvern 4An
8§ miles of where we now are and a crossing evearny day

and arne also crnossing at several othern places

I saw a refuge from Zhe other sdide of the rivern yestenrday
who said that he has heard that zthere was 90 thousand but
sunfies Lt to say thene is plenty of them

now man can tellf anything about the numben (of) soldiens
by just Looking over Zhem

1 am sadisfied that now man knows how maney troops we
have at bowling green but Jineral Johnson

At 48 a horable state of agains hear now

some Davis and some for Linkon and wherne we g4ind a Linkondite
we wse him auf and 4§ he is not therne we have to do with

his property
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Jan 9, 1862
Sinking Creek Station 15 miles south of Bowling on the
Nashvile pike
Vean wife
we are stationed hean for 20 dayes § dayes of the t.ime
expired
our elections tuck place yesterday and of ZThis inst
Lubbock was elLected Colonel
Capt Walken of Grimes Ciy elected Loutenanit Colonel
now doubt you have nearnd of the Loss of our Colonel
I have wraditen to you and griend Ned since we had the fight
we have some 12 men now Lin camp sick out of about 60 that
are heahr
the balance of the Compt ane ai Nashvill and in the coutehry
that have been sick and have not returned
we expect fo be ordered out a gane.iﬁ a sdhorten Zime
fimes is SLLLLE excditing buil not s0 mutch 30 as they was
when T wrote fo you before
I guess Zhat you are becoming wearie wiih Zhe fuss abouz
a §4ight at Bowling green but we have been held on suspence
gorne over 2 months not nowing what day it will come o044
orn at Leasi begdin
the 2 armies the mane bodies arne a 40 miles a parnt but
we have Zrnoops f§rom Bowling green Lo Bells faveren within
12 miles of them and untiff a few dayes ago we were Ln 9
miles of taem sow you can tell nearly as mutch about
things as 1 can
when ever they begin to advance to wards Bowling green Zhen

Lhe §ight begins and not ZiLL then
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there may bee skinmishing about in many places but thexre
wilL be no gineral ingagement unitillf they begin At

we have niews hean that Zhe northan Congress 4is spLit up
within themselves and that Tthere will bee now foward
movement untlll Lt Ls sextitled

the trnouth of 4t 1 cant vouch for but 1 am sadisfied that
Zhe Mason and Shidelf case has brought a check on them

on at Least has brought them to there studyes

we have had severnal dayes of wet wether and it is very
sLoppy and and wet

your Letten Angormed me ZLhat Franklin Lafayet and Little
was-. An this devision of Lthe arma

I had inquired for them but had not found them untill Lasit
Monday night

I heand grom them and went to fown and found Zhem all
three and John Laughlin Grand Huns and heard from many
more of my old acquantances

1 stayed all night with Franklin Lafayet and Little

LX was a sorce 0f great sadisfaction to me to meet the
boyes An Lthis forion Land and o have a so0tial convosation
with them

they arne going to cind you there Likeness as soon as they
can

they was all well and in fine spirets and was as glad %o
see me as I coul possiable have been to see them

they have been Ain difernent places in Kentucky and had
just got to Bowling ghreen about the time we come down
gLom green ndver

they had got a Letter from thern Paw stating that 1 was Ln
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the anme here and we all had a siare onour hats in ned
Lettens Texas Rangen and we can be tole as fore as

we can be seen

40 the boyes went Zo fown and hald every one that they
saw with a starne ZtiLL they heard whear 1 was and cent me
word to com and see them

John Laughlin 45 4in a cavelry compty and had not been
with the othern boyes at all

1 gound John in the hospital in Zown noi muich sic but
not able gorn duty

1 talked with him but a fiew minets expecting fo see hdim

a gane and d4id not

te stated that the ofd mans family was all welf Last herd

grom

give my Love Lo all write Lo me so0n

I am more Zhan anx Zo hean from you

know I am in fine healith 1 way 156 £bs

daveys money AL A5 some of Lthe kind [(of) money Zhat we
have in this conteny

I have recedived 2 Leiterns from you onfy one from Graham,
grom Carel and James

1 rnemain your affectionat husban untill death

wrniten fo Many Ann Ross his wife
E H Ross
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vsowlingreen hy
January 11 1867

Dean sAisten

I tare the present oppen 0f rdlting you a fiew Lines Zo
Lete you know that 1 am well and doing well

Lafayett is wepe

I have nothing of in terest to "dite to you

I gote a Letten from hime a fLew days a go

Lhey was all wellf but Paw

he has bin sick but he is a getting well

I saw Ma Ross

he com an stay all knight with me

I went with him %o town an tried to gete my Likeness
bute thern was s0 many in a head 04 me that I couldnot
gete ite don

I wikt have ite takened an sent to you as soon as 1 can
I was glade to sece him

he Looks as young as he did when he Legt Miss

I am campt in a bout ten orn twelve miles o him

when this war ends I am a coming home withe him an 1
want you Lo have me nis gink pick out fer me a wife fexn
I Zhink 1 will marny therx

I cant gind non in Miss that will soot me an 1 think I
WALl trny som othen parnts of the wourtd

Litet and Fate is both her an ther are boith well an well
saddisgied an I am the best sadisfied boy you ever saw
in yourn Life

I want £o see you very much an all the children

I have bin oute from home now a bout 6 months an 1 hant

bin home yete
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Fathen com Zo see me while I was ate Memphdis

I am in for thre yeans an I dont know whether T will go
home on not tilL the warn ends which 1 hop wilf not be Long
sense 1 comensed Ihi$ Leten 1 got a Leten grom Pa and Ed
came to 4el us

ncw Pa 4is not intirnley well yet

Me and Ed note a Leten to Pa Last night

Lafayet ses he will nite to you soon

Pa ses he has neven hend from you sence Ed Leff home

you musit nife to him an also you must rnife Lo me as sun
as Zthey comes Lo hand

dinect to Bowlingreen Ky in Zhe ceare of Capit Dabnrey
272eth Miss Regt Company

50 I must close

1 rnemain you af§& brothen

W L Elam to his sisten
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The State of Miss Desoto
January the 12-62

Dean daughten
I now Zake the present opportunity of riting you a few
Lines Lo inform you that 1 an not well at present
I have been sick overn too months
I am able %o set up a Little but not much at a time
your brotherns Ls bothe Ain the army an both well
I got a Lettern frhom the boys the other day
they was both well zthen
they are both well pleased an doing well
they nite to me that times is peacible there now
the enemy L5 nok verny fare from them
Limes 45 very harnd here now
money L4 scarce
therne no money hene
my boys rote to me that they had found Mr Ross
he stayed all night with the boys about ten days ago
I was glad to hare that the boys had found each othex
I now they was glad to meat an spend the night togethen
at Bolangreen
M Ross staid all night with the boys the 5th of this month
I got Letten grom the boys dated Zhe 8th of this month
they was all wellf then an 1 hope that these few Lines
may gind you and family weld
I am glad to here of you being 4in such §ine sperits and
boasting on your children and I hope Zhat you will bee
blest with you Lettle children
you rhote o me to sent the names of my children

the oldes Sarah Penelopy
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the next James Daniel

the next Charles Munroe

the next John Henhy A4s Zhe youngest

he 448 thhee yeans oﬂ&

youn sisten As An Arnkansas an was well the Last 1 heanrd
from hern and was going Zo move back here

I have not hearnd from her An some Ltime

tell yourn mothen 1 was glad Zo here she was well

give hen my best respects an all the conection an Lnquiredng
friends an tell Zhem 1 was glad Lo here that they had

not gorngot me

50 no mone at phresent but T remain you father untill

death

Lageate note £o me he wodd 180 Lbs

I have made several atemps Lo get £o se you an the children
but faild an I neven get fo gel out ther now

I wish T could see you an the chilfdren

50 gooaby

I will nite o you an you must nife me as often as you

can tel all of the conection Lo rite

A L Elam

Mary dean daughten

I wish Zo drop you afew Lines to Anform you ZLhat 1 am
well at present an my Litle children but your father Lb
not welt

1 have nothing to ndife for you fathen rofe all news Zo
you

my cildrnen L4 hard %o beat

L4 you dont believe Lt come an see ZLhem

(2)
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1 thinkr you would believe s0 Zoo

I will not give you a full historny of Lhem now

I would be glaa to see you an your Litle children now
give my Love Zo all of the conection an Lngiredng friends

50 nothing morne at present but I remain you daughtenr

tALL death

ElLizabeth EfLam
to Mary A Ross



Oaklin Kentucky January the
20Zh 1861 15 miles nonih of Bowling green on the Pike
Vear Ann
your favoret came Lo hand on the 19%th inst bringing with
it glad tidings of good news Lo me
I have dreaded to hearn from you and yet very anxious 2o
heax
1 was fpearful that you would have a bad time of it but Zo
hean that the babe was borned and o hear That you was
well as common 4§ nok betten and then to hear that it
was a boy 44 as mutch as 1 can stand GL onst
you have no Ade the consolation that such news affords me
1 am more oven very glad Lo hean of Zhe healih of Zhe
nest of the children and o hean that Sarah Jane was
Leanning veny fast and would soon be able Zo write me
a Leifen
that would aford me gheat pleasure indead o recedve a
Letten grom hen
1 am glad Zo hean that my sitock is doing well
you wrote that you have not killed any hogs yel
I would advise you if thought it would gel there 4An time
to have all of the hogs killed that you have and bacon
Zhem up
Af have more than wiff do the family i1 will bearn a good
price 4in bacon provided you can sell the pork as you have
5ound some of the ElLem Crneek hogs 1 guess you will have
morne Zhan wilf do you
But Dear Ann we are a many a mife apart know Zhat so0 far

that 1 am not abfe to advise you forn Zhe best about anylhing
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you must exercise your own judgment and the judgement of
you friends to help you

AT afornds me great satisfacition Zo know that you are among
kind friends

there L5 one fLhing howevern that 1 want you to do and that
L8 Xhis ALf LAt 4s not troublesome 1 hnow Lt will be a §Lush
o4 money maitten

I want all my beef s0ld to pay my debts and then sell o4
othern propenty that you can spear best anugg to pay all Zthat
I owe

A kind providence 50 smiles on me as to Let me hetunn

to my home I would Like fo be out of debit

money herne is plenty but shoulders have now means of getting
holt of it only as they earn it by thein monthly pay oxr

at Least 1 have not

I cent you $10 dollarns

I neron Lt nevern got Zthere if Lt did write me

white me also how many Letfterns you have hecedived from me

I have wrnititen Zo you and friend Ned every 2 weeks sinse

I Left home

If you have got them you are well posted of all my travels
and my ups and downs

I have seen franklin Lafayet and Little

Stayed 7 nights with Zthem

they was well the other day all but franklin and Little
they was complainding §ranklin has the yealow janders but
was goding about

bALL Finely son 48 also in Lhe same mess

I saw many more of my old aquaintances but I have not seen
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all of Zhem as some of them are caverly some Lnﬁantny

I saw John Laughlin also

I wrote o you about all of Zhem in othen Letten

i¢ you get this and have not yet goit Zhe one that 1 cent

2 wee@é ago 1 wll give you all Zthe parnticulans again

I witt draw my pay in a few days 4if§ I get it acordan %o
the time 1 Aintended %o cend it home but 1 will have to
dpend LT for a pistole as the government has not furnished
us anyithing of Lthe kind yet

I have brought me a shotgun and 1 have up to this time
when 1 go out on a scout party a pistol and 1 have become
Xined of A%t

you have now Lde how mufch satisfaction it was to me %o
get a Letten from you that you wrote by you own hands

one word whitten by you is wornth a dozen writen by anybody
but T want to know that they whote it

I was glad %o get a few Lines from Jane stated that William
had ansured both of my Letters but I have not hrecelved

but one

Af you see Jane and WillLiam give Zhem my respect and Lell
them that I would Like %o see them one more Lime

that T offan think of the many pleasures that we have

seen Logether also Lou and Nedom and wife

I have not forgot none of my old friends noxn wiﬂé I

the name of the boy if it suit you is E H Ross

L4 1 neven get back

i 1 get back safly and sound 1 want Zo call his name

Jeff Davis aglen brothen Jedf and the President of the
Confederate States

50 you may call him aften me for the present by your
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concent

I was verny glad to get a Letten grom gfather

I have |cent one to him Zhe day before I recieved his
that will suprise all that 1 could write to him

now you wrote to me to take good care of myselsf

I wikl thy Zo do that

I think nad 1 of acted as some have that I would have
been Ain the {ight now

I have found out that I have not got the constitution
Zhat 1 |[thought 1 have but these Lines Leave me Ain §ine
health 40 that when they reach you Lhat they may find
you Ln the enjoyment of good health and spirets and all
the children and connection

May god preserve you and protect you and family both
Spirnitually and Zemporaly A48 Lthe prayer of you afgectionate
husbond

kiss all Zhe children forn me and particularly the baby
hemembesr me Ain your prayen

E H Ross
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Mufgersbure Tennysee
Febuary 24 1862

‘Dear wife and griends

1 have a f{iew moments a Loted me Zo drop you a fiew Lins
to Let you know that 1 am well and harty and all my mess
Freeman McCan Graham and Sauis are all well and cends
Zthere Love o you and all thé&a frniends

no douf you have heard earne this Zime of our LLP success
and defeat in this pant of Lennysee and Kenfuchkey

Oun revenses began when Zolicogfer was whiped at Comborlan
gap

most we were degpeted at forte fenry which was surrendern
with out a f4ght

the next was forte donsonel which was Zhe master baititle
that has been faught by oun pecple

it began on Zthe 14 of Zthis insi and LasZed 5 dayes and
nights

we had 17 thousan all Zold

the yankes had 50 thousan Zo begin and was reinforsi
evenyday thait the fight Lasted

they faught new Zrops every day LAt 4is said untill Zhey
fust wone ourn Lhoops out

they nethen had time to eat noi dradink norn sfeep 50 on Zhe
19 Gineral Pucnar who was in command surendered himself
and 10 thousan of his men out of the 17 Thousan Lhat was
in gaged in Zthe §ight

thene was only 4 Zhousan that made Zhere escape Leaving
ourn ded on the groun for the yankes Lo berny

ourn wonded was all cent off to Nashvill LiLE Zhe day Zhe

gornte was surrendenred



At was one of the greatest defeats that our arma evexn

had orn evern wilf 1 am 4in hops

There was one thing very singular whiped Zhem

every day tLLL the Last day they reingorsit Lo somihin Like

a hundred Zhousan

they said that they 4intended fo have the forte if they had
Lo nedingonse to a hundred and twenity thousan and in the mean
we had no chance of any rneinfgorsements

what man did escape got away by chance

they was all sunenden Lo gether but gineral Hard who was
from Virnginia brought his men ouf of the font and crosed
Zthem over on the othen side of The nivern and told them to
make Zhere ascape each man for him sef4

Zhe day the fight commenst our negement was at Bowling gheen
Zhe troops had been neftreeting from there for somthing Like
2 weeks while at Zhet time we wene at that time on green
riven 40 miles above

we were ordened down o bowling green 50 we got Zhere on

the 12 and stayed one day and Zhe next morning Lthe 13

Zhe nalenrcde bridge and the bridge on the pike was Zo be
destrnoied and according it was don and the pike bridge
hadent been s0% on firne morne than 3 houns Zilf Zhe yankes
made Zhehre appearse on the ofhern side of the niver and
commenced a heavy bombarnd of Lthe Zown without any noiification
of 4%

they had the wimmen and chdildren hunning 4An evenry direciion
Qe had some infiniry and negements of caverly

we formed for a §Light but forn Zhat they was noi coming

across the niven and we had no canon and the adver befween

(Z)



us and them and no birdidge nor boat s0 we had to stand and
taket on Leave s0 Jinenal Harnde orndered one compeny Zo
go and buan Zthe depoe which ordern we promply obeyed and
they shot at us all the tim and Zhere was the f{inst time
1 got o hearn the whissle of a canonball but non of us
was heart

I hear that one sditernas was hifed one Lady was wonded
and some guns there that we were nob able to get a way
ourn Loss in the hole Lay out has been themendes

it has been a ginenal stamppead and bursit up of all oun
caleculation

we are now heftreeting an advancing and 1 dont now which
we Left Nashvile Lasit Sunday to move a week ago £o go

Zo Chalei a Rittle ftown 40 miles This s4ide fornt Tolerson
Lo coven the nretreat of what men that got a way grom fLhe
gornt and have just got Zo this place aftern 7 dayes nide
and we have marchin orders Lin the ﬁo&ning to go south
some whene in the direction of Grand Junceiion whene we
will eweke the next stand

1 cant %ell probly at Zhe junciion

1 have news this evening Zhat they are fighting at
Columbus and 4% is verny probable Zhat Zhey are fon Zhat
is the next place for an aitact by water and that

there policy Zo attact by waten and Aif Zhey can whip us
at Columbus Memphus wifl be Zhere nexi place

1 saw Frankfin and Lafayet the night beforne we started
we stanted from Nashville

they was boath well and hariy

Little was unwell but able te go about and 1 guess Zhe

boys ane some whene close fo me Zonight but there anre



Thousands of troops hene and I havent had Zime Lo Look
Zthem up

give my Love o allf Zhe conncection and friends

1 want to be nemembered by them all and 1 wifl write to
Zhem all as s0o0n as 1 gel Zdime

tell them alf that 1 am just Zhe same and my seal for Zhe
caus and my patryifism just Zhe same that it was at the
gLnst

I am determined if§ Zhe yanks get me make L&t cosi Zhem
just as mutch as 1 can

1 have a good gun and pistol

I ornte Lo Zell you That in Zhe forte donlson fLghit Lthat
we kifled about 4 Lo one

tell Fathen and bothen that 1 want them Lo hemember me 4Ln
Zhene prayens and Lo pray gour out caus

Dean Ann 1 feel Like that if 1 could see you and Zhe
childnrnen one time monre that 1 could §4ght the yankes with
a beftten grase

i 1 Live T will come home in the somern orn fall butl we
have a great many things Zo do befwen now and that Lime
Dearn wife pray gor me and yourself and chaldren Lhat may
be peamitited Lo meal a gane on eanth

tell frniend Ned and gfamily that 1 would Like to see Zhem
all and spend some more pleasunefull hours with Zhem

tell Ned that 1 have seen the tug of ware and the destrucfulness
of 41

now doubt there wilf be another call for Lroops from Texas
telf Ned not to go any where in the servis teff 1 come
give houston my respect

I have neceived a Lettenxn from your paw Lately

(4)



he was sXiLL unwell

he had got a Lettern from you

1 will waite Lo you and afl the griends as s0ocn as 1 get
time and give you more of tae porticulans

excuse This bad wnitten Leitten

fene well dean wife for a whil

youns tLLL death

E H Ross



TR et i i i

Cnattanooga June 15&h 1862

Dear wige

I imbrase a nother oportunity Lo cend you a fiew Lins Zo
Let you know Zhat 1 am on the Zand of the Living yel by

the bitessings of God hoping when Zhese £4ins come %o hand
That Zhey may find you Ln the Like bLessing

I neceived a teften from you dated Ap 6 which was red with
gheat intenesi AL beding the only one Zhai 1 have got since
1 tegt bowling green

you rave now Lidie how proud 1 am Zo hear from and the
children

I have had some fiew chifls this spring caused §rom expozunre
I am enfoying mysel§ finely bui ¢ things Zhat mann my peas
oﬁe is beding seperated grom you and my bleeding contenry

the yankees are playing the waite in Tennysee

Zhey have possesion of all Zhe codta&y noath 66 Zhe Tennysee
niven

we hold one side and Zhey the othexr

they take any thing that they f§ind in the coutery Zhat Zhey
wani in Lhe way of§ provisdions nigors muls horses catile
and Zhey have afl of Lhe Miss niver ecept Uixbukg and they
will have that as soon as they are desposed Lo go and Zake
X

Thomas Petern annived hear 7 weeks a go from Texas who was
goulowea home

he Lived Ain s¥ning poruns

he was Ln oun nedighborhood ZThe 10 of Aprn at EL&m grove

he said the man that Lives there told him that you were

well and doing well



he 4intended Zo call and see you but was disiponted and had
Lo go a nother nout

he travlea allf Zthe way by Land

he made Lf in 20 dayes and caused him 20 on 25 dollLans

he gave me a greatl deal of sadisfaction thoe he did noi
get Lo see you

we have just got 0f a heavy conit of 4 weeks

we stanfted from Canisbery on Tennysee nivea 30 miles below
decatun o Logan 2 adays and was gon 4 weeks and Landed at
Lhis plaee - .

in Georga tha yanks run a force in behind us and two Lange
gore us fe whip

our only alliternaiive was Lo come thew a distance of 100
miles and all Zhe way Zthew yankdom

we had severnal Ritile brushes with them butf not mutch haxm
don

duning this hole tnip we had one tin cup to Zhe man in Zthe
way of cooking utensials

they ane fLghting at Virgina and at Corniih with heavy Loss
on boathe 44ids

the fate of these 2 great batles will speak great Lthings
eihern fon on agansit us

we are all in good spindits yet and beleave that viclory 44
ouns

I have cent you a Lettern by Capil King

Aif 4% even gets Zhene on a Lest ] gave 4t Zo a man by Zhe
name of Crenal

he gave out going and gave 4t to King and it was defayed som

4 weeks
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I wnote Lo friend Ned in Zhat Lefilen Lthal if he f§iell Like
Znying Uncle Jef a wnile £fo come out and Lake my plas

I want £o come home Lf§ I can Lhis somen but Lf he dos not
come I dont know now Lt will bee

he wilf have o come by Land a hors back

At will not cost him a gﬁeat deal

1 whote to ndim thinking it get thenre about the Zime he
Layed by his crop

Lhe only means that we have now of cending a Leften 44 by
hand and we have fo¢ wrifte wheneven any body 44 going

I want you Zo waith every oportuny of cending me Leiiens
by every chance that you have

I have just netfuraned grom meeiing

had a f§4ind cermonit

preeching at 4 Zhis evedng

1 wore Zhe white shirt that 1 ftuck §rom home with and Zhe
Little souldien coat that you made for me and a yanke pearn
of pants that 1 got at Shifon

I have plenty of cloaths to Last me all yearn if I can keep
them thoe we have fo scatien about s0 Zthat doni how 4L will
be

the health of the negiment 4is very good

well then 1 wani you Lo excuse this sqiub of a Letten
papern 4is scarse and high

we have jusit been padld of§

money pleniy and noihing Zo by

Pray gor me

may Zhe blessings of heaven nest upon you

take good cean of ihe babe

(3)



tell witl and Margrnit to hug and kiss it for me ZikL 1 come
Lelt Sarnah Jane Davy to be good boyes and ginls and that

I havent forgot Zhem

give my Love Zo Ned and family and all the connection
porticular to Father and Mother and netain a double potion
§o0n your self '

I rneman youn afectionat husban until death shall seperate

us Lo M A Ross by E H Ross



Chatftanooga Tennysee
June 28%th 1862

Dean Ann
I agan seat my self down Lo drop you a flew Lines Zo Let
you know that 1 am well and in good spirnits and hop.ing when
Zhese Lines come to hand that they my find you in the same
condition
Zthe healith of the regement 4is good.
Zhe healilh of all Zhe ftroops as farn as 1 rnow L8 good
we doning well now An Lthe way of Link
we have nad non for som Zime but now we can go out and
gethen black beanies a nugh in Zenn minets Lo make a quarte
of Aine Link
the only thing that troubles us is papenr
AL 48 very sceans Zthoe makeout as yet Lo gel a nugfe Zo
white Lettens on
1 have now niews That willf Linterest you
we are sXiLL at Chatitancoga on Zhe east s4ide of Zhe Tannyéaé
niver and the yankes on Zhe other
Zthey are sXiLL xTrhying Lo tare it
Zhey canonade one a nothen every day or Lo hitiing one
ocasionly
I have been veny mufcn amused wiih Lhis monaifous contenry
as you will nememoen that Chattancoga is sdtualed 4in Zthe
bouy of the comoofan moutan and we have a good chance %o
exptore ZLhem scoutting all over the hoke confery
Zhere 48 a plase hean caulea mouil Lookout
iLh some half mife high that over Looks all the surrounding
conlehny
one of the most butifuly Lands scape said to be in all ZLhe

confeny



ine noads hean an all eather on a rock o made of rock
pilded up

4i§ a honse Loces a shoe he wanes ouil his foot Lin goding 2
miles 80 thait he cani travel

we have plenity Zo eat ana wear and plently of money

ocasenly we go in fo the contery and by chickens egs buttenr
onions Lnrdish poxaztoes and then we £ive fine while 4t EaQt
we nave <X haula by the comisary

bacon peas dry plumes + fresh beafe now coffee shougn

nor hise

1 got weaned off from coffee at Last ana it was the easest
thing don that you eveir saw

wnen I got o where I couaent get 4% at alf and 1 noticea

I was weaned at onust

aples 44 gediing nipe and there 44 a very neavy crop of
Zhem

heavy 100X crop of all descapition

chenes 445 alk gon

I oftan think of you and the children when 1 am feasfiing
on tnese Luxundes and wish xh;x you wurt with me and Zhen I
Look nound ana sea Zhe desiness of the wiman in Zhe confery
and 1 have %o be sepernaied from you at aft

1 ratrnen you weare in Texas than any other state in Zhe south
inere 44 mone wiman in these monZons and more Ligrance

Zhan any plase Znal 1 ever saw

a great maney cani Lell what coniy they LZive 4in

in a great maney places in the contery there L5 from 3 Lo 6
wiman at one house + AL L4 nothing sirange Lo see ZLhem

plowing howing Zying wheat oats and other favons bane footed
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gine prospect hear gon coxrn

wheat injered from rusi

AZ has been dry near forn some time ZiLL in the Lasi fiew
dayes |

we have hau som regreshing showens

I have now.wank news orthentic

I Leanrned yesternday that Stone wall Jackson had got in Iﬁe
seas of Mc CLanon arma at Richmon with 50 thousand men
Johnson and Lee <n frount + fLhat Zhe §4ight would commence
the next day

Zthat was yestenrnday

if 40 they will whip Zhe fight + oun arma will Look out and
Zthe man brouft Zhe news come from Jackson arma

Our troops has evacuated Coninth and all now down in Miss
40 arne 50 miles below Coninth

what move they will make from there it 4s known

it 44 ginernaly thought that the yankes willf nct golow Lthem
the yankes have got Memphis + nepont that they have Holow
Spring and 1 guess hHelena

Lf 80 Zhey are close in round you paw bui I dont recon
Zhey will be apt Lo bouther him as ZLhey cant go Lo every
mans house and he Live in a s0at 0f a out of way place -
I have not seen nor heand from the boys since 1 Left Coranth
therne is a talk of our negement stariting 4n a fiew days up
in Tenysee in the direction of Nashvilflfe and from ZLhe
manuvens I guess £t 45 40 and 1 gueéb'that i4 we do go

Qa will have a Lively time with the yankes for That panrie
of Lenysee has iis thousands

the country 4is coverned up with them

Zhene has just come 4in a Lange amont of Letters fore our



negiment

I Looked with alf %he eyes that I had buit none for me

I have alf most dispared of getting any more Letterns grom
aome but I want you to continue Lo wiite everny constant

I guess by this time Zhenre L8 a male nout opened threw by
Q&cbu&ga but the sagest way Ls Lo cend it by hand

I want you to write me a Letitern your self and a Long won
Lell me all about every thing

about atl 04 your ups and downs and aboutr the children and
the new shoes and about the stock and crop + tell friend
Ned to wrnite and all of the connection Lo white Zo me

a Letfen from home 44 quifte a Zrneat Zo me

.Ieﬂﬁ Father and Moihen not.to gcrget me

tell them with and tell Zhem and alf the good people of
Texas Lo pray for me and Zhe Southeran Arma and fc pray 4in
eannest + in faith beleaving Ihai iﬁey will neceave what
every they ask forn on els 1 believe we will get whiped
aglen all 1 have wrifien baﬁanaﬂ Lettens Zo you and Ned
Lately but dont now whethei they will reach you on not

An Zhem I whoie Lo griend Ned to come and take my plLace 4if
he felt Like Trying Zhis L£ife awhile

L§ he i3 ndt gone when this Retten comes to hand telf him
Lhat if he feels Like coming that all he neads L5 25 on 50
dollens an Zo bring his gun and a change of cloths and he
can keep my six shootens if he hasent got one and he can
stay dé Long as he wanst to and 1 wilf take his place a gane
Lé we boath Live

1 dont think it woufd be rnight for us boath to Leave home

at onsel

(4]



I would be night glad Zo see home a gane any way that 1
donot feel Like quitting

I feel as patryoiic as even 1 did and am willing to §ight
the Yankes tiLL the Lasit as any man

Bob McCan + Graham are well and harty

I heard from Rawls 2 weehs ago

he was up whene 1 Left him dodging aboui from the Yankes
able to wadite about

WiLL is hear welf and heaxnty

this Lettern 1 cend by one M E Ingham who {8 going home
back to Richmon Texas |

he is a friend of mine and will cunet it safe ashe goes
he will be some 15 on 20 dayes on the hode

z 50&got.i0 say any thing about griend Lom freeman

the Last -acont he was getiting well fast but did not think
he would be able for the survis any mone and Likely he
would come home

if 40 he will come fo see you

the yankes has doubtless nouted him §rom Hernando before
this time

I Legt my Yanke oven coat with him on at the house where
he was stayding

I am in hope he will save £t for me

may Zthe Lorde bless and preserve you and guide Linm all Zthe
way of trouth and holiness and give you grase and fortitude
Lo witstand all the tryall and femptaiion that you may have
to Ancountern with L5 my pray

Lake gbod care of Zhe children and younseld

I want Sarah Jane to write me a Lettehr

E flf Raas






