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Brage’s Big Mistake

Colonel Hazen saw to his friend Garesche’s burial. Rosecrans talked to his men, who
were kept awake by the raid. They should persevere, food was scarce and ammunition for
one day would be resupplied by tomorrow’s trains. 2 January, had Beattys and the guns
of the third Wisconsin Artillery on a hill west of the river, under cover, facing an open
field. Breckenridge was staggered by Braggs order to attack such a strong position. He
protested only to feel Braggs anger. Brigadier General Roger Hanson would like to have
killed Bragg. This did not happen and Bragg’s orders carried. Hanson became the 4th
General, C.S.A., to be fatally wounded at Stone’s River. Hazen and Cruft of the Round
Forest, Negley’s Division, are now east of the river. Crittendon’s Artillery, Mendenhall,
assembled 58 guns inside the crook of the river, west of it, and on a hill. The batile
ensued with the Union troops being beaten back by Breckenridges solid ranks. The
exultant Rebel troops, smelling victory fell into the trap, Maidenhall’s cannon fired 100
rounds per minute, "Hells door was opened with the Devil himself there to greet them".
Great swaths were cut in the Confederate ranks. Six color bearers of the 18th Tennessee
Infantry fell there. The tide of battle now turned in favor of the Union. The Confederate
battery was captured and the Rebels completely routed. C.S.A. Breckenridge, with tears
in his eyes, was like a raging wounded lion. It was 4:45 2 January, 1863. The Federals
» 100, had enough. The sleet and rain stopped at dusk and the armies tried for another
cold rest. The Confederate’s charge had cost them 1800 casualties in 20 to 40 minutes,
under the Union artillery and infantry.

3 January, 1863, Rosecrans is reinforced and stronger than ever, and was ready to do more
battle. Bragg at first thought he would fight another day but after having some common
sense talked into by his Generals, he prudently decided to withdraw. The Battle of Stones
River was over. Rosecrans finally realized he had a victory. - BUT WHAT PRICE
VICTORY!

The battle was over but not its effects. On the field and in makeshift hospitals men were
dying by the dozens. Some wounded would live, they were carried in from where they fell.
The dead must be buried. Bodies and parts of bodies were gathered. Identification was
a problem, especially for the Union burial crews. Out of necessity, poor Confederates
~ stripped dead of their clothing. When the clothing was removed from the soldiers so was
their identification. Some Southern boys paid a heavy price for their new found dress.
Some would be mistakenly shot in battle by their comrades because they were wearing the
blue. The impact of all this would go on for days, weeks and years as messages and
pemonal eﬁecrs reached families back home. The wounded animals that had no choice
in being in war, must be attended to, horses and mules, badly hurt were shot in an act of
mercy, many an officer had tears in their eyes as they bade farewell to a faithful steed.
Riderless animals, running loose had to be caught and some with minor wounds would
live. The dead animals would be piled, burned, or buried.
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Perryville

7 October 1862 - Bardstown, Kentucky the battery took part in a skirmish with a very lively
exchange.

10 October, Captain Pinney writes home after fighting in the Battle of Perryville (Chaplin
Hills). This is another battle that kind of "happened". Both Union General Don Carlos
Buell and C.S.A. Braxton Bragg were commanding thirsty armies and they clashed over
pools of water. Commander Post is ill so Gooding takes over the command in McCooks
Corps where our Battery is.

On 8 October, the bloody affair begins. The 5th Baitery is in a position at the extreme
front without adequate infantry support. One account says they charged their guns to the
muzzles with grape and canister delivering fire into the faces of C.S.A. General Liddel’s
men, some of the cannons were so hot the captain had to order "Cease Fire". They stuck
it out when others had retreated and then slowly withdrew stopping occasionally to get up
and fire a few "reminders" towards the enemy. His letter to Eliza says "My battery saved
McCooks Division from being destroyed". General McCook personally thanked the 5th
Battery for their magnificent job. He made Pinney Chief of Artillery above the objections
of lesser officers as they disliked losing good officers to their command. McCooks Corps
took a terrible beating as Buell didn’t engage two thirds of his army to help him. Buell
was so far from the front he didn’t know what had happened until the battle was over.
McCook started with around 13,000 men losing 672 killed, 2,202 wounded, 425 missing
totalling 3,299 or twenty-five percent of its force. The battery seriously wounded C.S.A.
General Wood with a shell fragment on the head. William Rufus Terrill, Brigadier
General, one of the finest U.S. Artilleryman, was killed in the afternoon in. the ‘battle,
Pinney reports one man killed, one wounded (Smith) and the loss of three horses. Pinney
writes "it is an awful sight to go around and see the legs and arms and the men with no
heads on them." He got his guns out safely and says he has as good a battery as there is
in the service. The men must mind and by making them lie down during the fight
certainly saved lives. After the batile the horrible job of gathering the wounded and
burying the dead before the hogs and buzzards ate the bodies. The next day after the
battle squire Bottoms, a gentleman farmer, found 400 dead confederates in his field. He
got what help he could to identify as many as possible and dug a large pit for a common
grave. This writer visited the site 21 March 1995 and wondered at the difficulty of
maneuvering over such rolling terrain. Sometimes when I think of ranks of men marching
toward each other shooting as they go I can’t help but compare the lemming, to the sea,
in mass suicide. Perryville had no great victor. Both sides were terrible mauled with total
losses on both sides totally 7000 casualties. However, the Union came out ahead as Bragg
was forced to give up thoughts of gaining Kentucky and certainly, Ohio. Bragg was
counting on Kentucky citizens to volunteer to augment his forces. This did not transpire.
Because he did not forcefully pursue Bragg, Buell was relieved of his command and
General Rosecrans will now command the army of the Cumberland.
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