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FOLTNDED 1844

1& February 1989

Mr. Charles M. Spearman, Historian
Stones River National Battlefield

Murfreesboro , Tennessee
Dear Mr. Spearman:

Here are the pertinent pages from Lloyd Lewis's fine 1932 biography of
W.T.Sherman: SHERMAN, FIGHTING PROPHET. I made the photocopies are the College
Library for although I have my own copy here at home I did not want to carry
the fairly hefty volume over to the campus. Of course you may have your own
copy or have easy access to one. You might even be able to purchase one through
Burke's out-of-print bookshop here in Memphis for they are glad to do "searches"
for a modest fee, I should imagine however a second hand copy would be fairly
pricey now as it was printed nearing sixty years ago.

Sherman, in my humble non-'buff' book, is one of the most under-appreciated
and grossly maligned officers on either side in the Civil War.. Unlike Lee (or
Grant for that matter) he did not send masses of troops straight into the deadly
fire of rifles which could be lethal at one-half mile (or even more I think).

He was,l believe, as sparing of his men's lives as he could be and his crisscross
or rail fence campaign between Chattancoga and Atlanta against Bragg (?) avoided
mass battle I think without checking. And if his Mid-western farm boys were

a bit careless with other folks' property and buildings in Georgia and above all
in South Carolina (where it all started -- and in any case by 1864 the long

and savage struggle had become rather bitter or embittered) there were so far

as I know almost no recorded or verified instances of rape (much less murder)

by regular troops. Some of the worst pilfering,etc., was done by the irregulars
or deserters on the flanks of both armies I have a fairly distinct recollection
of my Great-uncle George Redmon (died,Peru,Indiana, 1934) who, as a 17-year old
Artilleryman marched the whole route to Goldsboro,and took part in the Grand
Review in Washington, May 1865. He was a founder and long member of the G.A.R.
group in Miami County,Indiana.

Mr. Hugh Thompson of suburban Houston (since fire in Madison,Miss.
in Sept. 1987) wrote me today that he is having a copy made of the 1863 photo
of his Grandfather Charles Carroll Parsons, from the 1863 West Point Album.
He considers it the best surviving likeness. I asked him to forward to me
two black and white glossies (one I hope to use as and when my book is printed)
and will then send one along to you. There is an oil painting of Parsons uqut-%"
Sewanee -- done from photos posthumously for Bishop Charles T. Quintard, his
close and longtime spiritual quide and friend. I haven't seen the original
but had a photo made by my friend Ms. Armour, Archivist of the University there .
It is, to use a local dialect phrase, rather a "sorry" piece of art by a
not very skilled painter -- looks only vaguely like his Tater photos and has
walrus moustauche even more exaggerated than he actually wore as a priest here
in Memphis. I suppose it was done around 1880. One day,when 'on the Mountain'
you can view it yourself and judge. Hugh incidentally was glad to have a
copy of the newspaper clippings I sent you since the originals perished in
the sad fire I referred to above. I also sent Hugh a copy nf BLUE, & GRAY

Magazine which he was unab1e to obtain due to ice storm etc.
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