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Dear Rudy:

classes each year, I thought that the Moffets might en joy re-reading

Don MeIntosgh

B o bom,




ILetter writton tot
Mr, John G, Webl
Frgeport Armstrong
County Pennsylvania
Dear Pareniss

I wrote & letter about a weck aro informing you of the bettle
before this place called Stone River and of me gettine throuph it
sufe end sound, but I did not knowr whether it would get throurh so
I wrote arain as I know you would bo anxious to hezr from me. I tell
you it was the guiullest sicht I ever saw from Tuesday mcerning Dec.
30 uwntil Sundey mornirn Jan. 7e On Tuesiay Dec. 30 our repiment was
sent ont as skirmisher cnd we wd one man killed .and saveral wcurnded,
Our artillery kept up a constant fire on the rebel rifle pits but
theyv would not ansver us end towards dinner time we heard heavy can-
ncnading on our right and we knew that McCook had commenced, It was
the continuel sound of cannon all day but nothing to what it was the
next day, Wednessday morning the sun broke out e¢lear and nice and
a rreat many looked cn it for the last time, About 8 ofclock heavy
cennonading wac heard on cur richt etill -otiing closer and closer
when the nows came that McCook was being driven back and ocur divi-
sion was orderod to fall in line Ly our brave General Myley. We had
not long to wallt when the pray coats were secn to core ap € lines
deep but on they came, our boys stood up like veterans still on
they came driving McCook's men lile sheap but when they came up to
our division (The sallant old fth Division) they received such a fire
that they stagpered but they quickly rallied. Our regiment made a
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charpge whenthey oponed on us with shell grape and cannister, One
shell struck eompany F and killed 3 mon instently but they got reen-
forcements and we had to fall back sfter fighting for 2 hours end a
cross fire wher we fell beck about 1 mile but we were reenforcod and
then it camo our turn and we charped thenthrough the cedars piling
them up b- tho hundreds., There was not much rore fighting until Frie
day when they made a braek on our left and center but after fighting
for about three hours our boys chased them over the river and into
their fortiticatvions and slauins them with grope and cannister withe
out humbors., On Wednossdgy though was the longest £ight of any of
tho five days. |
Us drumme:s having no erms we did not have to go in the fight. Some
werc back in the reer but Jim Wenff and me were behind the rogimont
with a stretchor to essist the wounded, I sow men shot in overy
pleca you can think of., Jim was shot in the 1oy and had his arms tore
of f by cannon shots. I saw the three that were killed in Compeny
F by the shell, one had his arms tore off and it went through his
back and struck andther in the breast hissing through him and kille
ing another along side of him, Then Weaver was shot 4in the side amd
killod dead. Jim Husser was shot in the thigh and died of his wounds,
Ve lost, Two kil;!.ed and several wounded in our companye Altopether
there was 150 killed, wounded, and mis:ing in tho regiment, our
Colonel behaved nobly when he wo:ld hear us Yyell a shell was coming,
he wo'1d order "down" and it would go whissing by and hit some un-
lucky fellow, the bullets came whissing by so fast I expected to -et
a touch evory minute. One Rebel Repiment came up and fired a volly
and I jumped behind a trec whe: e a ball struck it én the opposite
side. I saw & shell burst aebout 10 yards off me and scatter among
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e regiment, This was the most horrible night I ever saw, and I neve
" er want to see another one like it. There must have been one hundred
smbulences carrying the wounde: away and they couldn't supply the
want. Once vwhere thoy ordered down z bgll hit & limb about two feet
off my head, Then I picked it up and laid down when a spent bLell
hit me on the backe I also picked it up. I went over the battle
field on Yonday end there was our fine fellows lying stiff end cold
with thelr shoes, brecches, socks, caps, and overc.ats pulled off
them by the Rebels who occupied the hattle ground after the first
days fight, T went on furthor but I saw a batter sight for instead
of our men there by the . in the pile of ten and twenty all over
the woodss One fellow had been wounded and crewled up to the fence
and the fence got a fire and burnt his le;s off, Our Regiment was
the first Infantry regiment in town and Cenerel Rosenruis gave our
Colonel permission to raise our flags vwhich wos torn, over tha cowrt
house where not many hours before tile Retel flag was waving,
Yurfreesboro is a vast hospitzl berides the larpe of wounded the
Rebels took away, they left over 2,000 in turn for us to feed and
take care of but tnere 1s not 2,000 now for they are dying every day,
lots of thom also our men, We have a nise brick house where most of
our wounded in our re;iments zre kept, Colonel Miller .acting a8 Brig,
Gen, was woundod . the neckt, Colonel Sirwell is acting as Bripe Gen,
now, General Myley was on the Tield all the time and a braever Genw
eral there is not in this country also Rosentuis and S11l tho rest of
our Yenerals, except Johnson, allowed him:elf to be surprised and his
men cut up. I eew Generzl Rosenruls, Rossour, Sheridan, McCook, Hyley,
Miller, Stanley, Crittenche killed & great many other officers, That

‘ay wo lost but one peneral. ‘Sill was his name, abrave man he was



assisted by Breckinridge, Purdee, Naimes (who was killed) and several
others. The Rebels fought with desperation they had given them rat-
ions of whiskey and gunpowder. I saw one of the keys in their camp.
Our Rey Lt. Woolsteect was killed; Lt. Maige, Lt. Ankers and Capt.
Jack were wounded. Lt. Weaver of company F was wounded in the breast,
This was a2 hard fought battle and beth sides lost a great many men -
but still we killed ghe most, wounded the most and took about as many
prisoners and lest but not least took the place that Jeff Davis in
his speech and bragged in the field promised they would hold against
the South and ir they could do so much on the Potomac their secession
would played out and if they didn't do it the western army under
Rosenevues will do it for them, I would like to see McClellun take
command again., He works slow but sure, but I must close pretty soon,
if you will write me es long a letter as I have you. Let me know
whether you ot my money. I will have this war ended by the first of
July and come home and tell you of my adventures in the cedars before
Mnrfreesboro. Mother I wish you wo:1d get me two shirts and send
them by mail as one of mine was burnt up by the Rebel in the wagon.
The weather.here is beautiful just like spring at home and we are
quartered in a nice building, give my love to Erm and Ed, tell them
to write me and I will close this letter by remaininge

Your affectionate son,



The Battle at Murfreesboro

Easrly in November, 18662, Wiliiam S. Rosecrans, who had replaced Don Carlos
Buell as commander of the Union Army of the Cumberiand, udvanced to Neshville.
He was brave, well-liked by the men who fought undér him, and a briliiant strat-
ogist; but “Old Rosy® was badly handicapped by a firecrscker terper and an sl-

. most hypnotic selfcomplucency. He spent nearly two months preparing his offensive

ard on December 26 sent his mrmy in three columns southeust towurd the little town
of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, where Braxton Bragg's Counfederate Army of Tennessee
had been encamped for s month.

Bragg, widely censured for his indecisive Kentucky campaign, had teken a de-
fensive position above Murfreesboro, sstride Stones River, & rnarrow streum thut
loops off northward to join the Cumberland River. To the east of Stones River,
on the low hills which dominate the terrain, Brugg hed posted a detached divisiom
under John C. Breckinridge, thoe former Vice-President of the United States. West
of the river, where a hecavy growth of scrub cedar badly orscured vieion, he con-
centrated his main force.

On the evening of December 29 Rosecrans' army began arriving in the vicinity
ot Murfreesboro, and by nightfull two-thirds of his force was in position along
the Nasnhville Turnpike, less thun 700 yards in front of the Confederate line. By
the next day Rosecrens' army mumbered nearly 44,000, ageinst Brags's 38,000, and
the two commanders worked out their respective buttle plens. By some wierd coin-
cidence they were identiculs each general had decided to hold with his right end
attack with his left. Brugs, who had previously reported his troops "all ready
and confident” now telegrasphed his superiors, "Enemy very cautious, and declin-
ing & generul engugement. Both armies in line of battle within sight." The
advantage would fall to the man who moved first.

At dawn on December 31 Confederate (enersl Williem J. Hardee moved with clock-
like precision egainst the Union right flank, cetching some of the Federals cook~
ing breskfast at thelr camp sites. The Union troops ;ut up a stiff resistencs

_ ngainat the relentless tide of the Confederate onslaught, but brigade by brigade
., the union right swung back like a door on a hinge; and by 10 a.m. ths line stood

at almost right angles to what it had been when the mttack began: One hard-hit
Northern brigude had suffered 500 casuslities in the first Zuw minutes.

Confederate cavalry, pursuing the fleeing Union troops, had irtcrcepied Fed-
erul emmunition trains; and by 11 a.m. Union troops were forced to retire with
empty cartridge belts. Some Ohio boys were told to “"Fis buyonets and hold your
ground{® and an unfortunate Illinois regiment, not equipped with bayonets, was
ordered¢ to club their muskets when the emmunition wae exhausted. Phil Sheridan's
men stood fast until the lest minute und then executed an orderly retreat to =
point behind their own lines.

The tireless Rosecrans was everywhere. To a subordinate's plea for rein-
forcements on his crumbling right, he thundered, "Tell(him) to contest every

. Inch of ground." 1Inspecting the ford "y which he stiil hoped to cfoss Stones River

and assault the lightly held Confederate right, tne genersl asked if the position
could be held. "I will try, sir," replied the officer in charge. Rosecrans re-
peated the question. “I will die right here," came the answer. Not until he
ssked the seme question for e third time end got the desired reply, "Yes, sirl"
did Rosecrans ride off, satisfied.. At 6 a.m. that morning he had sent a division
under General Van Cleve across th:s river, and ncw, sensing that he was in serious
trouble, Rosecrans recalled this forca to the dwindlimp Union salient. By 4 pem.
he had completely re-tormed his lines; further Confederate charges were repulsed}
and the battle sputtered out.



The Battle &t Murfressboro (cont.)

Bragr was eonfidant that his beleaguored opponet would pull the battered
Union army back to Nashville the naxt day. Exulting in his victory, he tsle-
graphed Richmond, “God has granted us a Heppy Rew Year."

Nev Year's day, 1863, wes cold and falre The two watchful commanders seemed
to be avoiding another me jor engagement) end Rosecrans' efforts to re-form were
Bisinterpreted by Bragg es the prelude to & Union withdrawal. Van Cleve led his
division of Federals across Stonas River for a third time, taking up the position
for the postponed atteck on the Confedarate right, vhile Rosecrans strengthened
his forward line elong the west benk and took measures to protect his supply trains
and eonvoys from Rabel cavalry ralids.

Bragg was surprised to discover on the morning of January 2 that the Union
Army still confronted hime After a quiet foresnoon he suddenly ordered Breck-
inridge's division to dislodge the Union left from the east bank of Stones River.
Although Erscicinridre protestea the order, the attack was set for 4 pe.me ¥%ith
spirit the Southerners charpged across 200 yards of open ground, completely exposed
to Union artillery. Seeing frightened rabbits scurrying before the shelling, one
Rebel called out, "Go 1t, cotton-tsil; I'd run too if I hedn't a reputation.”
¥1thin twenty minutes the heroic Confederate charge ves repulsed, and Breckinridge's
mon fell back-minue soms 1,800 of their comrades.

That evening Bragr was informed that reinforcements for Rosectrans! army had
arrived, Disheartened, he vrote, "Common prudence and the eafety of my army « «
loft no d-ubt on my mind as to the necissity of my withdrawel form so unequal a
contest.” In the two separated days Tighting he had lost nearly 12,00 men to
the Union loes of 13,000. Bragg retired some 3€ miles, for the winter; and Rose-
crars, malking no effort at pursuit, moved inte Murfreesboro for & six months' en-
campment. Riding about camp the following day, he acirnowledgad the gheers of his
men, ®All right, boys, all right; Pragg's & good dog, but Hold Fast's a better."
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