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Letter writton top
Mr, John G, Webu
Froeport Armsirong
County Pennsylvania
Dear Parents

I vrote ¢ lotter sboat 8 veck 270 informing you of the battle
bofore this rlace called Stone River znd of ke petting throuph it
safe and sound s ket T did not know vhether it would sot throupgh so
I wrote crein os I iney you would be anxious to hozs from me, I tell
you it was the awiullest sicht I ever savw {ron Tuesday merning Dec,
30 until Sunday mornirm Jan, 7e On Tuesizy Dec, 30 our regdment wos
sont out as skirmisher and we had one man killed and soveral wcounded,
Cur artillory kept up a constant fire on the rebel rifle pits but
they would not ansuer ug end iowards dinnor time we heard heavy can-
noneding on our right and we knew Lhat McCook had cormenced, It wag
the eontinuel sound of cannon all day but nothing to what it wos the
next day., Wednessday morning the sun broke out ¢lear and nice and
& rreat many looked cn it for the last time. About 8 otelock heavy
cennonading wac heard on cur rirht etill setting eloser and closer
when the nows came that McCook was being driven back and our divi.
slon was ordered to fall in line Ly our brawve General Myloy., We had
not lons to wait when the proy costs were soon w0 cora op € lines
deep but on they cana, our boys stood up like veterans still on
they came driving McCookt's mon lilre sheap but when thoy came up to
our division (The ~allant old fth Division) they received such a fire

that they stappered but they quickly rallied, Our rogiment mads g




T T e wwspany roand killed 3 mon instantly vut they got reen-
forcements and we had to fall back aftor fighting for 2 hours and a
eross fire when we fell back ebout 1 milo but Wé were reenforcod and
then it came ocur tum and we charped themthrough the cedars piling
‘tham up b Lhe hurdreds, There was not much more fishting until Prie
day when they made a braek on our left and center but aftar Tighting
for about three hourg oo Loys chased them over the river snd inte
their fortiticavions and slauinr them with grape and cannister withe
out humbors, on Wednessdqy thourh wag the longest fipght of any aof
tho [jive days,

Us drumme:g havins no arms we did not hove to £o in the i‘ight.' Some
were beck in the rear but Jim Wenff and na were behird the rogiment
vith a stretcher to essist the wounded, I ssw men shot in every
pleca you ean think of. Jinm was shot in the lop and had his arms tore
off by cannon shots, I sew the three that wers Ikilled in Company -

F by the shell, one had hig arms tore off and it went through hisg
back and struck another in the breast hissing through him and kill-
ing another along side of him, Then Weaver was shot in the side and
killod dead. Jim Hussor was shot in the thigh and died of his wounds,
Ve lost, Two kil_led and several wounded in our companys. Aldopether
there was 150 killed, wounded, and mis-ing in the resimont, our
Colonel behavod nobly when he wo:ld hear us ywll a shell was coming,
he wo 1d order ndewnn and it would o whissing by and hit some Ul
lucky fellow, the bullets came whissing by so fast I expected to -at
a touch evory minuta, One Rebel Repiment came up and fired a volly
and I jumped behind g trec whe.e a ball struck it én the opposite
6lde. I saw o 8hell burst about 10 yards off mo and scatter among
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& regiment, This was tho mogt horrible night I ever eav, and I neve
er want to ses another ono like it, Thore must have been one hundred
smbulences carrying the wounde : avay and they couldntt sapply the
want. Onoe where thoy ordered down e ball hit ¢ 1imb about two fueot
of f my head, Then I plcked it up end 1aid down when & spent ball
hit me on the back, I also pickod it up, I went over the battle
field on Monday end thera was our fine fellows lying stiff end cold
with their shoes, bresches s Bocka, caps, and overc.ats pulled off
them by the Rebels who occupied the Lottle ground after the first
days fight, I went on furthor but I saw @ batter sight for instead
of our men thero by the in the pile of ten ang twenty a1l over
the woods. One fellow had been wounded end crawled up to ihe fence
and the fence got a fire and burnt his le;s off. Our Repimont was
the first Infantry regiment in town and Genoral Rosenruis mve ouy
Colonal permission to raise our flag; uhich Hos torn, over the coowt
house where not many hours before the Retel flag was waving,
Murfreesboroe is a vast hospital be-ides the ilarge of wounded the
Rebels took awny, they left over 2,000 in turn for us to feed and
tezke care of but there is not 2,000 now for they are dying every day,
lots of thom also our men, Yo have a nige brick house Wnere most of
our wounded in our re;iments ore kept, Colonsl Miller acting es Brig,
Gen. was wounded > the necit,  Colonel Sirwell is acting as bripe. Gen,
now, General Myley was on the Tield all the time and a braver Genw P
eral there is not in this country alse Rosentuis and S111 tho rest of
our Y“enersls » except Johnson, allowed him-elf to be surprised and hisg
men cut up., I ssw General Ros_enruia, Rossour, Sheridan » MoCook, Myley,
Miller, Stanley, Crittenche killed a great many other officers., That

‘ay wo lost but one reneral, 'Sil_l Was hie name, abrave man he was




others. The Rebels fought with desperation they had given them rat-
iens of whiskey and gunpowder, I saw one of the keys in their camp.
Our Rey Lt. Woolsteect was killed; Lt. Maige, Lt. Ankers and Capt,
Jack were wounded. Lt, Weaver of company F was wounded in the breast.,
This was a2 hard fought battle and both sides lost a great hany men
but still we killed fhe most, wounded the most and took about as many
prisoners and last but not least took the place that Jeff Davis in
his speech and bragped in the field pronised they would ﬁold against
the South and ir they could do 80 much on the Potomac their secession
would played out and if they didn't do it the western army under
Rosenevues will do it for them, I would like to see McClellun take
command again, He works slow but sure, but I must close pretty soon,
if you will write me as long a letter as I have you, Let me know
whether you ot my money. I will have this war anded by the first of
July and come home and tell you of my adventures in the cedars before
Murfreesboro. Mother I wish you wo:1d get me two shirts and send
them by mail as one of mine was burnt up by the Rebel in the wagon,
The weather‘here is beautiful juét like spring at home and we are
quartered in a nice bullding, gi#e my love to Erm and Ed, tell them
to write me and I will close this letter by remaining-

Your affectionate son,

John P. Webb
78th Regiment
Pennsylvania




