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SrECIAL. ORDERS, | HDGRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
No. 23. } Nashville, Tenn., November 21, 1862.
= * * * * * *
XXII. The commanding general notices with much pleasure the suc.
cegsful expedition sent out by Col. W. P. Carlin, commanding Thirty-
first Brigade, in the direction of Clarksville, two infantry regiments,
ander Lieutenant-Colonel McKee, having marched 100 miles,over muddy
roads, in five days, through constant rains, without tents, having re-
turned with 46 prisoners, 100 small-arms, 18 horses, and 20 wules, taken
from the guerrillas, who infest the country. This handsome little suc-
cess, which shows what good infantry can do under an enterprising
leader, reflects much credit on all who were engaged in it.
» * L ] » L J - L]
By command of Major-General Rosecrans
W. H. SIDELL,

Major Fifteonth U. 8. Infantry, Assistant Adjutant-General.

NOVEMBER 10, 1862.—Reconnaissance toward Ls Vergne, Tenn.
REPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Joshea W. 8ill, U. 8, Army, commanding division,
No. 2.—Col. Edward N. Kirk, Thirty-fourth Illincis Infantry, sommanding brigade,

No. 1.
Report of Brig. Gen. Joshua W. §ill, U. 8. Army, commanding division.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
November 19, 1862,

GENERAL: I inclose herewith the report of Colonel Kirk, Thirty-
fourth Illinois, commanding Fifth Brigade. He went considerably far-
ther than I had intended and directed, but the provocation probably
justified it. The movements of this officer can never be reproached with
lack of activity or daring. The First Tennessee Cavalry has been report-
ing in small squads all day long. The total present may have amoanted
to 200, of which 120 are still out, making a scout around my camp.

I would prefer that the whole regiment should encamp here, so as to
be ready for an emergency. Asitis, they come irregularly, and neunally
without rations or blankets.

Your obedient servant,
J. W. 8ILL,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Maj. Gen. A. McD. McCook,
Commanding Right Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 2.

Report of COol. Bdward N. Kirk, Thirtyfourth Illinois Infantry, com-
monding brigade.
HEADQUARTERS FIPTH BRIGADE,
November 19, 1862.
8 : I have the honor to report that I have made a reconnaissance

Cuar. XXH11] RECONNAISSANCE TOWARD LA VERGNE, TENN. i3

to the front and left, as you ordered last night  One of my regiments,
Thirtieth Indiana, being out on picket duty, I took the other four, 1. .,
Thirty-fourth Illinois, Seventy-ninth Illinois, Seventy-seventh Penngyl-
vania, and Twenty ninth Indiana, and Edgarton’s battery, which were,
as you ordered, disposed of as follows:

The Seventy-ninth Illincis and one section of artillery were left as a
general reserve, at a point about 13 miles to the front, where the picket
line crosses the Murfreesborough pike. The Twenty-ninth Indiana and
one section of artillery were placed in position at a point on the Store’s
River pike, concealed from view about the same distance to the front.
With the other two regiments and section of artillery I moved out the
dirt road, which diverges from the Murfreesborough pike, where the
Seventy-ninth Illinois was left in reserve.

We marched with the wost perfect silence, hoping to surprise some
of the rebel parties which have been annoying your camp. Having
gone about 3§ miles on the dir{ road, and finding no enemy, I sent five
companies of the Thirty-fourth Illinois, with a citizen guide that I pressed
in, to & point on the Stone’s River pike directly opposite, with orders
10 move down tbe pike quietly until they formed a junction with the
Twenty-ninth Indiana, with a view of picking up any of the rebela that
might be prowling around that neighborhood. With the remaining
forees, now reduced to about 700 infantry and one section of artillery, I
moved across to the Murfreesborough pike at a point about 4 miles from
our picket line. All along this part of our march I noticed evidences
of the recent presence of the enemy—picket fires still burning, &e., but
saw no enemy. 1 had reached the pike, and was about to retnrn to
camp, when three shots were fired from a rebel picket near my left
flank. I then started down the pike toward La Vergne. My advance
soon came up with a small squad of some 20 cavalry, who fell back upon
a reserve of two or three companies, who took position at a toll-gate
about 4 miles from La Vergne; several of them dismounted and went
into the toll-gate house. Y dropped a few shells among them, two shells
Dassing through the house, when the whole party bhastily led. Abont
this point we also found infantry pickets, but they also fell back with-
out firing a gun.

The rebel force seemed to be disposed as follows: First, small ve-
dettes of cavalry; second, cavalry reserves; third, main body of cavalry
and infantry, say, in all, a regiment or two of each ; but they seemed
frightened, and so I pursued them until I reached the top of the hill
which gverlooks the town of La Vergne. My position was a beantiful
one. The road is nearly straight for abont 1} miles down to and be-
yond the town. Here the rebels had rallied, and we had a fine view
of their column of cavalry in front and infantry in their rear. After
firing a dozen shells among them, they seemed to scatter, but rallied
twice and started toward us, but the well-directed fire of the artillery
was too much for them. They finally retreated through the town and
over the hill beyond. I pursued them no farther; your orders required
me to return by 10 4. m.; it was now 8, and I was 8 miles from camp.
I captured a few suspicious characters, which I will send up to you
under guard.

I did not go down to La Vergne to ascertain the effect of our shells H
many of them burst in the street close to the troops, and must have done
considerable execution. Here, as at Claysville, the rebels must have
overestimated our force as we dashed down upon them; otherwise I am
sure they would have stood their ground and given us fight.
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I am entirely satisfied with the conduct of every officer and man I
had with me. This report is so hastily written that I fear it will be un-
intelligible. podicnt .

Ve ttully, your ohedient servan
oy rospectiity ¥ ' E.N.KIRK,

Commanding Fifth Brigade.

Capt J. E. STEARNE, o
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Diviston.

NOVEMBER 19, 1862.—Skirmish near Tompkinsville, Ky.

Report of Ool. James B. Howard, Alabama cavalry.
Camp Kigny, November 20, 1862,

GENEEAL: 1 have the honor to submit to you a report of a scout
made by me into Kentucky. o

On tlfe 17th instant a portion of my command took up their line of
march from camp near Sparta for the Kentucky line. When about 75
miles over the Kentucky and Tenpessee line, we encountered a large
forve of the enemy’s cavalry, gave them fight, and, after a brisk engage-
ment of about half an hour, with the assistance of Divine Providence,
we completely routed them, killing 27, and wounding a large number.
Ourloss, 4 men killed and 3 wounded. My command behaved gallantly,
especially the officers, and too much praise cannot be given to my adjuo-
tant, Noah D. Rothrock, for his valnahle assistance and gallantry on
the occagion. We followed up the enemy and had a short haqd-to—hand
engagement, and again cut them up badly, bringing out from them
nearly 5,000 Liead of hogs. While accomplishing this, the enemy rallied
twice, and on both occasions we repulsed them, bringing the hogs _safely
through, and turnicg them over to Major [John J.] Murphy, commigsary
of subsistence. . .

Another portion of my command made a scout with a train of wagons,
and succeeded in bringing them out safely, loaded with flour and bacon.
They encountered no regnlar forces, but were much annoyed by bush-
whackers. None of our men were hurt, but we gave them a Southern

lesson. .
I have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient

servanty JAMES R. HOWARD,
Colonel, Commanding Covalry.

Lieut. Gen. E. KIRBY SMITH,
Commanding Department of Buast Tennessee.

NOVEMBER 24, 1862.—Skirmish pear Tompkinsville, Ky.
Report of Col. Joseph R. Scott, Nineteenth Illinois Infantry.

Hpges. 39TH BRIie., 12TH DIV. (CENTER)
' “i4rE Comes DARMEE,

Hartsvills, Tenn., November 28, 1862,
SIR: I respectfully report the arrival of my command at this point at
2 p. m. to-duy; also the arrival of my train from Cave Oity, via Gallatin,
with five days' rations and ammunition.

L A
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On the afternoon of the 24th instant the enemy made a slight demon-
stration upon Tompkinsville with cavalry and artillery. My pickets,
aided by cavalry, repnlsed them, capturing one, a private of Hamilton’s
company, who reports the attacking party to have been a detachment
of Scott’s cavalry, 700 strong, with three mountain howitzers. They
came from Sparta, by way of Bennett’s Ferry, crossing the Cumberland
at Celina. Hamilton’s company has been enforcing the conacript law
and gnarding stock between Celina and Gainsborough.

Being induced to believe that the enemy was crossing the Scottaville
road, preparatory to attacking me from that quarter in the morning, I,
in obedience to marching orders, received the night previous, left Tomp-
kingville by that road at 9 p. m. on the evening of the 24th instant. I
failed to meet the enemy; look the branch road to La Fayette, and from
thence to Hartaville. It is reported that the enemy occupied Tomp-
kinsville on my departure. 1 met with no interruption in my march until
within 3 miles of Haritsville, when I came upon a body of rebel cavalry,
of whom I took 2 prisoners. They report themselves as belonging to
Bennett’s cavalry, 200 of whom, under the command of Colonel Bennett
himgelf, left their camp at Stone’s River, 6 miles from Murfreesborough,
on a scout this side of the Cumberland yesterday evening, having rid-
den all night. They report Morgan and Duke encamped in similar posi-
tions around Murfreesborough, where there is also a large force of
infantry. The rebel cavalry fled, at my approach, in the direction of
Dickingon’s Springs, & miles from here. Upon nearing the town, I met
a detachment of the S8econd Indiana Cavalry, attached to the troops at
this point, who reported the capture, by this party of rebels, of a forage
train and one company of cavalry. Iimmediately sent one regiment of
infantry after them, directing the cavalry to make a detour, in order to
intercept them on the road. The infantry has returned, and report the
cavalry as having missed the enemy, and gone forward in pursuit.

I received dispatches by courier to-night, and will immediately follow
your instructions in regard to scouts. I relieve the troops of the Second
Brigade, First Division, who march from here to-morrow morning.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOB. R. SCOTT,
Oolonel, Commanding Thirty-ninth Brigade.
Oapt. D. BRADEN, Assistant Adjutant-General.

NOVEMBER 26-27, 1862.—Beconnaissance to La Vergne, Tenn,, and skir-
mish,
REPORTS, ETC.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Joshua W. 8ill, U. 8. Army, commanding division.

No. 2.—Lieut, Col. Peter B. Housum, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.

No. 3,—Capt. Thomas E. Rose, SBeventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.

No. 4. —Congratulatory letter from General Braxton Bragg to Brig. Gen. Joseph
‘Wheeler, C. 5. Army, commanding cavalry.

No. 1.
Eeport of Brig. Gen. Joshua W. 8ill, U. 8. Army, commanding division,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND Division,
November 21, 1862,

GENERAL: Hearing some vague rumors yesterday concerning a heavy
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force of the enemy, reported to be at La Vergne, I dispatched Col. E.
N. Kirk, Thirty-fourth Ilinois, commanding Fifth Brigade, to make a
reconpaissance in that direction. His report is herewith ineclosed.®
Quite a heavy firing was kept up on both sides. There was also heavy
firing on the Nolensville road, which occurred during a reconnaissance,
made by a portion of Sheridan’s command. Being averse to unneces-
sary cxpenditure of ammunition, and feeling sure that it might create
alarm in the city, I particularly enjoined on Colonel Kirk not to fire at
all if he could avoid it. I think there was entirely too great a waste of
ammunition. The reconnaissance developed the presence of cavalry at
La Vergne, probably the same which has occupied that place for some
time under Wheeler. OUne of the priconers states that on Stewart’s
Creek, some 5 miles beyond La Vergne, there has beer an encampment
of infantry; what force he does not know; thinks a brigade. Another
prisoner states that, while the skirmish was going on, he saw a cavalry-
man of his company, who bad just come from Stewart’s Creelr, and re-
ported that their infantry was moving, and was within 2 miles of La
Vergne. This is all I know of the approach of the enemy rumored in
the city. The 3 prisoners will be sent you early in the morning. One
of the prisoners states that Wheeler commands six regiments, viz, the
First and Third Alabama, Robertson’s battalion, Fanlkner’s battalion,
Donglass’ battalion, Hagan’s battalion,

_In wy letter of yesterday I referred to the great length of my picket
line. It requires the best part of a day to make the circuit. My left is
picketed quite close to camp ; the front line extends to Jjoin Sheridan’s
line, Behind me, 1} miles, I understand that Crittenden’s three divis-
ions are posted, on Mill Creek, with another picket line. The total
length of it does not, I suppose, equal that of my single division. Ire-
spectfully urge the location of this division to the right of the present,
position, nearer to Sheridan’s; unless it be expected that we should
meet the enemy on this road, when Iwould advise the selection of other
ground farther to the front. I am not sufficiently conversant with the
ground in front to venture an opinion as to where we could go with
more advantage. It seems to me, however, that, in view of a certain
contingency, some change cught to be made.

Before closing, I desire to be acquainted with the construction which
I should place on that part of General Orders, No. 21, Headquarters
Fourteenth Corps, limiting the supply train of a division to 50 wagons.
My quartermaster seems to think that the 50 wagons include the am-
munition train. Now, as my ammapition train numbers 35 wagons, I
t[sll_zould th’a.ve 15 wagons left for supply train. Is there not a mistake on
is par
In case a change of location is to be made, I would like to know it
early, so that the movement can be commenced by sunrise.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. SILL,
Bricadier-General, Comm wding.
Maj. Gen. A. McD. McCoox,
Commanding Right Wing,

* Not found.
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No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Qol. Peter B. Housum, Seventy-seventh Pennsyltania
Infantry.

HpgErs. SEVENTY-SEVENTH REGT. PENNSYLVANIA VOLS,,
In Camp, November 27, 1862.

CAPTAIN: In reply to Special Orders, No. —, of this date, asking why
the detachments sent out on the left of La Vergne did not move up
tapidly and charge the rebel battery, as ordered, I give you a state.
ment of the operations of the Twenty-niuth Indiana Regiment, Major
Collins, and Seventy-seventh Regiment, both under my command, until
the detachment under Colonel Dodge, Thirtieth Indiana, joined me.

After receiving orders to join the Seventy-seventh to the Twenty-
ninth and assume command, 1 proceeded, as ordered, to take and hold
the grove on the left of the Murfreesborough reoad, and keep the right
a specified distance from the road. When in the grove, and in line of
battle, the skirmishers thrown in advance from the Twenty-ninth In-
diana Regiment became engaged in front and on the left. I at once
ordered Company B, of Seventy-seventh, Captain Rose, forward on the
Ieft of the line already deployed, with orders to advance as rapidly as
circumatances would permit. As soon as deployed, he became engaged
with the enemy, when I ordered the whole line forward to the bed of
the stream, and immediately crossed, when it became necessary to
march the line by the left flank to get under cover of the woods, and
also to cross a ravine which was in front. As soon as a sufficient dis-
tance had been taken to the left to cover the troops, ] ordered an ad-
vance, with the injunction from Captain Wagner not to advance too
rapidly on the woods, or too close on the line of skirmishers. After
advancing some distance, I was ordered to agasin move by the left flank
to what I thonght would be a point opposite the battery, and advance
on it. After marching by the flank what I supposed a sufficient dis-
tance, I again resamed the march by the front, aud advanced steadily,
under a severe fire, when I observed the enemy moving to our left, and
supposing the object might be to outflank us on our left, their line in
front already exceeding our line in length or froot, I ordered a halt,
and sent Lieutenant Walker, of the staff, to the left, to notify the cav-
alry to keep a strict watch to preveni any attempt to flank us on the
left, at the same time notifying Colonel Kirk that probably an attempt
would be made to ontflank us. Lieutenant Walker returning, I imme-
diately ordered the men forward, when, from the maneuvering of the
enemy in front, I ordered two additional companies forward on the line
of skirmishers. At this moment Colonel Dodge joined me on the right,
when he also threw one company forward on the line of skirmishers; thus
re-enforced, and the skirmish line strengthened, I ordered a rapid ad-
vance, clearing the woods of the enemy. Colonel Dodge now came to
me, and, as my saperior officer, he assumed command and ordered me to
change front forwatd on the left compauy. When the whole line was
thrown forward in the new direction, he ordered an advance to the edge
of the woods. At this point he ordered the Twenty-ninth Regiment
forward, supported by the Seventy-seventh and Thirtieth, to charge the
battery, while moving forward as rapidly as the ground would admit
of, and obstructed, as it was, by a number of fences, which had to be
torn down as they advanced, and also ander a severe fire from the rebol
battery on the hill in front. Abont the time the advance was tearing

2 R R—VOL X¥, PT1]
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down a heavy fence, the firing of the battery ceased,* Wa advanced
to the top of a hill in the rear of La Vergne, when Colonel Dodge re-
ceived orders to return to town.

I thought at the time, and think so still, that our advance through
the woods was as rapid as circomstances would admit of. The only
time lost was when I directed the cavalry to reconnoiter on our left.
Halting at that time was thought to be a necessity.

Hoping the above will fally explain the matter referred to in Orders,
No. —, I remain, respectfully, yours,

P. B. HOUSUM.

Capt. D. C. WAGNER,
Aezisiant Adjutent-General.

No. 3.
Report of Capt. Thomas F. Rose, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.

OaMP NEAR INSANE ASYLUM,
November 29, 1862,

8ir: In compliance with the request of Lientenant-Colonel Housam,
commanding Seventy-seventh Regiment, I have the honor to make the
fit‘)llowing report of the part that I took in the skirmish near La Vergne,

enn. :

‘When the S8eventy-seventh had formed on the left of the Twenty-ninth
Indiana, I was ordered to take one company and deploy it forward as
skirmishers, and join on the left of the skirmishers of the Twenty-ninth,
which I did, and which post I had the honor {o hold throughout the
skirmish. After I had got my company into position, we were ordered
to advance across the woods, and over a ditch, which was the bed of a
small creek ; thence across an open space to the edge of the grove on
the left of the town. From the time I first deployed the company, the
enemy had kept firing on us, and in a short time after we entered the
latter grove the firing became quite heavy upou my position of the line.
At this time the whole line of skirmishers was ordered to halt, and my
little band sustained the concentrated fire of the rebels for a considera.
ble length of time, when tite rebels advanced toward us with a loud
cheering, which cheering we as lustily returned. My portion of the com-
mand being at this time re-enforced, we charged upon them, and drove
them back through the woods into and across an open space to the next
grove beyond, their officers using their utmost endeavors to rally them,
which they partially succeeded in doing behind a fence on the opposite
edge of the grove, They did not stay our progress, however, and one
portion of the rebels returned pell-mell down the road toward the Leb-
anon pike, and the other in tolerable order toward the railroad. We
were here ordered to move by the right flank, which we did for about
150 or 200 yards, and then advanced directly acrose the railroad atan
angle of about 20 degrees, our right thrown forward, striking the rail-
road first, and, when the left of my line had passed over the railroad
abont 100 yards, I discovered a section of artillery belonging fo the
enemy & little to the front, but almost nupon my right flank, I immedi-

* NoTE ON ORIGINAL.—The line of skirmishers passed through a fleld on our left,
and sdvanced through the woods in the direction of the hill on which the rebel bat
tery was placed.

Casr. XXXIL] QPERATIONS ABOUT BPRINGFIELD, TENN. i9

ately signaled my skirmishers to change direction to the right, to gain
the rear of the battery, which they did until we had wheeled about 30
degrees, when we encountered about 300 dismounted cavalry, which at
first I tdok to be aregiment of infantry. We attacked them with a loud
cheer, and they immediately began to give way, but disputed the ground
for probably 100 yards, when they fled precipitately to their horses,
which were posted in the rear of the battery. We pushed at double-
guick toward the battery, but, as soon as the cavalry reached their
horses, both cavalry and artillery commenced a thundering retreat, and
we continued in full pursuit, althongh we were & quarter of a mile in
advance of our main reserve, until an orderly came up, stating tbat he
was the bearer of an order from the brigade commander directing us to
fall back, which we did until we neared the town, where I asgembled
my skirmishers and returned to the regiment.
Your obedient servant,
THOS. E. ROSE,
Captain, Comdg. Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers.

8. T. Davis,
Adjutant Seventy-seventh Regt. Pennsylvania Volunteers.

No. 4.

COongratulatory letter from General Braxion Bragg to Brig. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler, . 8. Army, commanding cavalry,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Murfreesborough, November 27, 1862,

Gouveral WREERLER, Chief of Cavalry :

GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to thank you for
your successful engagement with the enemy to-day. He also desires
you will express to the First Alabama Regiment (one of his old corps)
his appreciation of their gallant conduct, not unexpected, which you
refer to in your report.* He further directs me to state that you expose
yourself too recklessly in affairs of this character.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
GEORGE WM. BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

NOVEMBER 2630, 1862.—0Operations shout Springfleld, Tenn.
Report of Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Griffin, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infontry.
HEADQUARTERS THIRTY-EIGHTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,

Edgefield Junction, Tenn., December 2, 1862,

S1m: In pursuance of your orders, of date November 23, I proceeded
with my command and 22 wagons, leaving camp at 7.30 o'clock on

* Not found.
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Secord (Late Fifth) Brigade,

{1.) Brig. Gen. EDWARD N. KIRk. | 29th Indiana:
(2.) Col. Josgpa B. DoDGE. Lieut. Col, David M. Durnn
Maj. Joseph P. Collins.
Mth Nlinois: 30th Indiana:
Lieut. Col. Hiram W. Bristol. Col. Joseph B. Dodge.
Maj. Alexander P. Dysart. Lieut. Col. Orrin D. Hurd.
79th Nlinois: 77th Peonsylvania:
Col. S8heridan P. Read. Lieut. Col. Peter B. Housam.
Maj. Allen Buokner. Capt. Thomas E. Huse.

Third (late Fourth) Brigade.
Col. PENLEMON P. BALDWIN.

6th Indiana, Lieut. Col. H man Tripp.
5th Kentncky, Lisut. Col. William W. Berry
1st Ohio, Maj. Joab A. Stafford.

$3d Ohio, Col. Charles Anderson,

Artillory.”

6th Indiana Battery, Capt. Petor Simonson.
st Ohio, Battery A, Lient. Edmund B. Belding.
1st Ohio, Battery E, Capt. Warren P. Edgarton.

Cavalry.
3d Indians, Companies G, H, I, and K, Maj. Robert Elein.
THIRD (LATE ELEVENTH) DrvisioN.

Brig, Gen, PriLir H. BHERIDAN.
Eacort.
24 Rentucky Cavalry, Company L, Lient. Joseph T. Forman.

Firet (lste Thirty-sevonth) Brigade, Second (late Thirty-fifth) Brigads.

1.) Brig. Gen, JosEUA W. BILL. (1.; Col, FREDERICYE SCHAEFER.
2.; Col. NIcHOLAS GRECSEL, (2.} Lieut. Col. BERNARD LAIBOLDT,

36th linois: 44th Dlinois, Capt. Wallace W. Barrett.
Col. Nicholas Grensel. 734 Jllincis, Maj. Williu.u A. Presson.
Maj. 8ilaa Miller. 24 Miesouri :
Capt. Porter C. Olson. Lieut. Col. Bernard Laiboldt,
84th Illineis, Col. Francis T. S8herman. Maj. Francis Ehrler,
et Michigan, Lieut. Col. William B, Mo-
ree!

Creery.
24th Wisoonaia, Ma). Elishs C. Hibbard.
Third Brigade.t

(1.} Col. Gronagx W. BOBERTs.
{2.) Col. LUTERR P, BRADLET.

& Illinois:
Lient. Col. Francia 8wanwick.
Capt. 8amusi Johnson.
27th DNlinoia:
Col. Fazilo A, Harrington.
Maj. William A. Schmitt.
424 Qlinois, Lient. Col. Nathan H. Walwortn,
51st Illinoia:
Col. Luther P. Bradley.
Capt. Henry F. Weacott.

15th Miescari, Lieat. Cvi John Weber.

.Caap. XXXD

———

* The Fifth Indianas was attached to the Third Brigade, Battery A to the First Bri-

ade, snd Battery E to the Second Brigade.
8 t Formerly First Brigade, Thirt.eentthiviuiuu.

o — ..
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Artillery.*
Capt. HENRY HESBCOCK.
1st Illinois, Battery C, Capt. Charles Houghtaling.

4th Indiana Battery, Capt. Asshel K. Bush.
18t Missouri, Battery G, Capt. Heury Heacock.

CENTER.
Maj. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS.
PROVOBT GUARD.
9th Michigan, Col. John G. Parkhurst,
Finsr (LaTE THIRD) DIVISION.
Maj. Gen. LoveLrt H. Rousszau.

First {lats Ninih) Brigade.
Col. BrHIaMIN F. SCRIBNER.
38th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Grif-
fin

2d Obio:
Lieut. Col. John Kell.
Maj. Anson Q. MeCook.
33d Ohio, Capt. Ephraim J. Ellis,
94th Ohio:
Col. Joseph W, Frizell.
Lieni. Col. Stephen A. Baasford,
10th Wiscensin, Col. lered R. Chapin.

Second (late Seventeenth) Brigade.
Col. JoHN BEATTY.
424 Indiana,Lient. Col. James M. Shank-

in.
8B8th Indiana:

Col. George Humphrey.

Lieut. Col. Cyrus E. Briant,
15th Kentucky :

Col. James B. Forman.

Lieut. Col. Joseph R. Snider.

34 Ohio, Lient. Col. Orris A. Lawson.

Third (late Twenty-cighth) Brigade.
Col. JoEN C. STAREWEATHER.

24th Ulinois, Col, Geza Mihalotzy.
79th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry A, Ham-

bright.
1st Wisconsin, Lient. Col. George B.
Bingham.
21st Wisconsin, Lieut, Col. Harrison (.
Hobart.
Fourth Brigade,

Lieut. Col. OLIVvER L. SHEPHERD.

15th United Btates, lut Battalion :
Maj. John H. Kmng.
Capt. Josse Fulmer.

16th Unjted States, lst Battalion, and
Cowpany B, 24 Battalion:
Maj. Adam J. Slemmer.
Capt. R. E, A. Crofton.

18th United States, 1st Battalion, and Com-
pauies A and D, 3d Battalion, Maj.
James N. Caldwell.

18th United States, 2d Battalion, and Com-
panies B, C, E, and F, 3d Battalion,
Maj. Frederick Townsend.

19th United States, 1st Battalion:
Maj. Stephen D. Carpenter.
Capi. James B. Mulligan.

Aritillery.t

Capt. Cyrus O. LoomMis.

Keutucky, Battery A, Capt. David C. Stone,
lat Michlﬁan, Battery A, Lisnt. George W. ¥an Pelt.

5th Unite

Stutes, Battery H, Lieut. Franeis L. Gueuther.

Caralry.

24 Kentucky (six companies), Maj. Thomas P, Nicholas.

* Battery C was attached tothe Third Brigade, Fourth Indiana to the First Brigade,

and Battery G to the Sccond Brigade.

tBattery A, Kentucky, was attached to the Third Brigade; Battery A, First Miﬁhi-
gen, to the Second Brigade, und Battory H, Fifth United States, to the Fourth'

gade,
12 £ R—VOL XX, P I
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Return of casualtics in the Union forces, &o.~Continued. Beturn of oasualtios in the Umion forces, fo.—Continted.
Killed. | Wounded. | & m. Killod | Woumded. | Coptared l
Command. ﬂ 1 ] A 1
| S E £ Commpnd. ’ ! g
g 3|3 g g g i g g i g
)2 43445 i35
Beoond Brigads. Third Dripade—Continued.
Col. Wiirau P. Cazuon. , 962 Ohle.. S URRURURRUSRRNY IO Bl 8 &l.... T
) T 208 Indiaas Light Ardilery, 5th Battery e B 1| 18f...... 1 28
5 n Totel Thitd Brignds...........eceereeasaeeannnnnns. 3| sa| 1 am| 1] 28| s
5 m
1 16 Oavalry.
» Py | M Indisna, Companios G, H, I, mad K ..........cooo.... - 'Y [ R 5] 2%
Total Becond Divislon . _._........cocvmveceemanna... 10| s2| 85| 072 | 171,384 3 50
{ THIRD DITIEON.
Brig. Gen. FEILIr H. SEXRIDAN.
. Fornt Brigade.
Brig. Gen. JosHUA W. BILL*
- faf Gol. “NICHOLAS (YREUSEL.
Staff.. i 1eenn.- ]
24th Tiiineds .. 2%
88th Hlincis .. :lg
SECOND DIVISFON. raeens . %’M
B!'l‘. Gen. RICHARD W. JOHYBON. B et Rt I Rt 2
rat Brigads. bind

{L) Brig. Gen. Avetsr WiLica.* )
(2.} Col” WILLIAM WALLACE. !
(3.) Col. WiLLIaM H. Grasow.

N [ER. T 1 vy 155 I T U SR ORUPUUPRUSE S [ SNSRI ) N AU S 1
...... #0270 ns| 7 ie
al 1 229 in @
a2l “&8 127 25 H o
G| 88 108 | 292 1 0
S N 24 20
y 3] s1| 4| o |51% “,
Second Brigade.
{1.) Brig. Gen, Epwarp N. Emxt
(2.) Col "JOSEFH B. Dovox.
. 1
............................................................ T B N TR IO 1
#4th Tilinofn ... /11T AT I T 105 . % =
. Minoie ..., 1| =3 2] 63 8| 121] 218 | 161
i 26th Todiano . 1| 1 2f o8 1] 81| 13 ‘ * &
! 30th Indhm. . 1; 80 2| 108 3] 7| 23 ‘ a5 5
: 77th P f ....... 1 4 1| 28 2 o8 84 .
i 1ot Ohlo Light Artillery, Battery X. ... .. ... 2777721 ... B 3| =22 ] ! 158 | 566
. Total Second Brigade .......cooenoiuienenenannn... 8! ©3; 11 78| 13] sed| ez 00 | 1, 68
‘ Third Brigads, 2, 064 | 5, 607
| Col. Prrewon P. BaLpwin
! 17 |eweeof 80 1] 96 204
13 7). ... 28
[] 17 dol..t &b pdand et b b 1| b P
* Wounded snd oag:ured December 31,
t Wonnded Decom

r 31 . . " Killed December 31.
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Stone’s River; also a list of the animals, means of transportation, and
other property captured from the enemy and picked up on the field and
at Murfreesborough, as reported by the quartermasters of the several
divisions named. A large number of the wagons that were partially
buarred by the enemy have been recovered and torned into the repair
shops. Some wagons and a large namber of animals reported as lost
have been picked up by the several regiments, aud will be taken up and
accounted for by the quartermasters in their monthly returns, so that
the actual loss is much less than appears by the annexed statement.
Very respectfully,
JOHN W. TAYLOR,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster,
Maj. Gen. W. 8. ROSEORANS,
Commanding Department of the Cumberland.

Btatewment of publio animals and meons of tramsporiation oapiured by tho enomy, killed én
battle, and lost and desiroyed from 26, 1862, until January 16, 1563.

Horses,

=

Wi
Draught.
Total.
Mules.

BREEGaw

BaER

i

Feadquarters .
25th Xllinois . ..
35th INlinois. . .
8lat Indiana ... ... _....

36th Itlinols Cavalry,Compaay B.......o....focco oo feee RN P 3 3 P ]
2d EKentucky Cnval.ry.cganpmy(i........-.-.... ........................ 7 7

SECOND DIVISION,

8 Indiane Cavalry.....ccooooeeeeeerneifonnn.s 3 IO IS o} se| sol.... | 30
Supply tratn. ... oL JIUTUIIIITTIITT L 18 | femeen e 18! 18
Ammynition train.. ... ...ceceaeieoool.n, 2l.... FLIF DO B O wloon
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Staboment of public animals and means of transportation captured by tha evmy, killed in
batile, loat and destroyed, §¢.—Continued.

Horses,

Artillery.
Cavalry.
Total
Mules.
Animals

Runanmi Busw o

g-l-lﬂ.

3
|
]
g ;
i
4

Headquarters . ... ...ooocovreaniacenniann,. 1
1s¢ Eattalion, 18tk Infantry, U. 8 19
3d Battalion, 18th Infantry, U, 8. .. . . ]
$th U 8. Artillery [Battery H) .._..__._.... 15
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General summary of oarwaldics of Righi Wing—Continned.

i
| %
Rogiments. é g 3
B |d
SzconD DivimoN—Ceutinued.
B4th i3 | 100 118
Sth Kentas 18 80 L)
Tth Tadinu, Betharys oo s 8| =
% Battery......... .. .
T9th Penneylvania. ... ..o i, 4 » 8
ot .. nrrrerrre s raa e s aas mmmARaaase bt edace e rbhen 216 | 952 | 1,148
THIES DIVIAON.

........................................................................ 45| 158 2%

88th Illinois ................. 15 55
4th Wisconsin 19 58 ki
21st Michigan...... 18 M 102
Illi.lwﬁ“ aq | 109 130
224 Dlinois 2% 88 113
Slnt Ilinois 8 48 54
27th llinois 8 55 68
73d Diinois 23 52 4
4461 Nlinoia ] . | 40
15th Missenrl. . 14 a4 68
Missouri.. 2 » 24
4th ]l-(?idin::rl ........................... : i: %

1st Misouri Artillery, Company ... ... .o o o iiciic i crrrrrrraaen
1t Tinois Arf.ﬂ.lal;l:yém .......... 5| 20 25
b SR 217 | ss1[1,0m
BN T P 508 F,sﬂ 8, 255
7 76 od- C. McDERMONT

- Surgeen T, 8. Voluntesrs, Hedioal Dirsotor of Right Winmg,
A, McD. McCoor,
Mujor-Genorsl, Jomanding.

Qeneral summary of killed and wounded at the battle of Stons's River, near Murfreesborough,
Tonn., from Dovember 30, 1862, to Janxary 3, 1863, of Right Wing, Fourtoenth Army Corpe,
Department of the Cumberland.

FIRST DIVISION.
(Jomx L. Txxp, medical direotor.)

Roglments. % i g
E|&

M| 10| 1w

T 30 46

1 T 8

15 12 87

8| &l &

7: 43 50

i1 ] 84

16 w o5

2 5 7

2 m| u

[] 48 54

18 126 148

e

b & O 128 | 640 768
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General summary of killed and wounded af the baitle of Stone's hirver, §e.--Continaed.
S8ECOND DIVISION.
(8. Marks, medical divector.)

3
]
B &
18] 100 18
i 28 B2
1| 80 9
2] 00| 129
15 62 o7
.. 8 a8 4§
Qldo. .. 12 41 53
5th Kentooky .. 18] 80 08
32d Indians .... 12 8 20
30tk Indiana, .. 0| 100{ 130
lgb]t; 8]1::01. ........ Baiices” W 17| 106 123
] o Artillery, BOTF A .t i e veiiene e eaaan 1 5 ]
89th Yllinoia . .. 0| 45 56
.............. 8] e8! 112
................... 3{ 18 2
......................................................................... 212 [ 08 | 1,13
THIRD DIVISION.*
(D. J. GRIFFITHS, medical director, }
B8th Tllinods . __........_....... e e e E ek e aaa ke e m e ma e vemns 15 ] 70
218t Michigan. 18| 84| 102
36th Yineis . . . 46 | 158 204
27th Illinots . ,...... 9| 35 “®
24th Wisconsin 19 58 77
51st Dlinofs §] 48 5
22t Iliinois & ] 113
42d Ilinois 2] | 109 180
44th Xllincis 6| 84 40
7%l Illinols 23! 6 4
2

15¢h Missonrs .._........oooo o o100 14 ﬁ szl‘l
Ol oo e e 202 %o

Gomeral summary of Right Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, Department of ths Cumberland
{C. MoDermont, medical diraa'lor)?w Yy

13
Divistons. a E g
E &
128 s40| 788
212 | 008 | 1,118
203 788 | D90
54z (3,384 2,878
No. 17.
Report of Brig. Gen. Jefferson (. Davis, U. 8. Army, commanding First
Division,

HpQrs. 1sT DIVISION, R1GET WiNg, 14TH ARMY Conres,
January —, 1863.
MAJoR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the division under my command in the recent operationa

* This division reports ro batteriea.
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command, and we took position on the west side of the Nashvilie pike,
ang lalld on our arms at night. )

ur luss during the day was First Lieut. H. M. McConnell, Company
H, killed, and Second Lievtenant Kaga Com i ’ ;
9 men killed and 39 wounded. £ pany &, slightly wounded;

January" 1, 1863, changed position to rear of the pike, and laid on oar
arms at night,

January 2, about £ p. m., moved across the river to our left, to repe]
the enemy’s assault in that direction, After coming under fire of the
eneiny’s batteries, formed line of battle, and advanced, under heavy artil-
lery fire, to within musket range of their battery, and silenced it.” Took
the adju.ta.nt of the Forty-first Alabama and 12 men prisoners, Lost
1 man killed and 1 wounded. Laid on our arms at night,

The officers and men deserve great credit for their patience and en-
durano:hhemg exposed to drenching rain, cold, and hunger, without fire
nearly all the time, for a week. No officer failed in his duties. All did
well and deserve commendation.

Major Mcllwain had command of the skirmishers of the brigade on
the 30th and on the morning of Decewber 31, and deserves great credit
for the bravery and gkill he displayed in handling them; and, after
they were driven in and the action became general, he returned to hig
command, and by his cool courage and gallantry, shown throughout
the entire conflict, deserves my highest commendation,

Recapitulation of casualtics.

ed
‘Wounded.

Missing,
Total.

10
11

&
8
£w

g
8
X

Very respectfually, your obedient gervant, .
Liout . EVVNE[ P. CHANDLER,
sutenant-Colo ! i
Lioutenant, FLax, olonel, Commanding Regiment.
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade, First Division.

No. 30.

EReport of Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson, U, 8. Army, commanding
Second Division,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND Drvision, RicET Wing,
Sre: 11 the b January 8, 1863,
. : ave the honor fo submit the following report of the opera.
tions of the Second Division, under my command,gbegpinuing Dmgeger
%6,1 18%6323 the day on which it left Nashville, and terminating on J anuary

-
The Second Division is composed of the following troops :
First Brigade, Brig. Gen, A. Willich commandin g Forgy-ninth Ohio,
Colonel Gibsorn ; Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Wallace; .g[‘hirby-ninth Indiana,
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Lieutenant-Colonel Jones; Thirty-second Indiana, Lieutenant Colonel
Erdelmeyer; Eighty-ninth 1llineis, Lientenant-Colonel Hotehkiss, and
Goodspeed’s battery, First Ohio Artillery.

Becond Brigade, Brig. Gen. E. N. Kirk commanding: Twenty-ninth
Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn; Thirtieth Indiana, Colonel Dodge ;
Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Housnm; Thirty-
fourth 1llinois, Lientenant. Colonel Bristol ; Seventy-ninth Ilinois, Colo-
nel Read, and Edgarton’s battery, Ohio Artillery.

Third Brigade, Col. P. P. Baldwin commanding : Sixth Indiana, Lieu-
tenant-Colone! Tripp ; Fifth Kentueky (Louisville Legion), Lieutenant-
Oolovel Berry; First Ohio, Major Stafford ; Ninety-third Ohio, Colonel
Anderson, and Simonson’s (Indiana) battery.

Major Klein's battalion, of Third Indiana Cavalry, was assigned to
duty with the Second Division.

Agreeably to orders, the three divisions constituting the right wing
of the Fourteenth Army Corps marched from their camps, near Nash-
ville, taking the Nolenaville pike, and arrived in that village the same
day at 4 p. m,

On the following day the same divisions, with mine in advance,
marched to Triune. The rebel rear guard contested the ground inch by
inch, and the day was passed constantly skirmishing with them, with
no loss on our side, but several casualties on their part. Triane was
occnpied by my division about 4 p. m.

The following day, December 28, the command remained in Triune.
A reconnaissance to ascertain the direction the ememy had retreated
was made by a brigade of my command, commanded by Brig. Gen. A.
Willich. 1t having been ascertained that the ememy had retreated
toward Murfreesborough, I was ordered to leave a brigade at Triune,
and on the 29th to march on Murfreesborough, on what is known as
the Bole Jack road. Col. P. P. Baldwin’s (Third) brigade was left at
Triane.

The command arrived at Wilkinson’s Oross-Roads about 8 p. m. on
the 29th, and an order was sent at once to Colonel Baldwin to move
forward his brigade, which arrived early on the afternoon of the 30th.
My division was in reserve on the 29th.

On the following morning, December 30, General Sheridan’s division
was ordered to advance in line of battle, covering the Wilkinson pike,
while General Davis’ division marched in the same order on the right
of General Sheridan. My division, being held in reserve, was marched
in column on the pike. There being no troops on General Davis’ right,
and General Sheridan’s left being guarded by General Crittenden’s left
wing, I was ordered to oblique to the right, covering the right of Gen-
eral Davis’ division,

About 2 p. m. I received an order from Major-General McCook t0 look
well to my right, as General Hardee (rebel), with his corps, was on the
right flank of our column, I ordered Brigadier-(eneral Kirk, com-
manding the Second Brigade, to take position with his brigade, his left
resting against the right of General Davis, his right refused, so as to
cover our right flank. .

About dark I placed General Willich’s brigade on the right of Kirk’s,
refusing his right, and directing a heavy line of skirmishers to be thrown
forward, connecting on the left with those of General Davis, and extend-
ing to the right and rear, near the Wilkinson pike. This line of skir-
mishers was thrown forward about 600 yards, and near those of the
enemy. My Third Brigade, Colonel Baldwin commanding, was held in
reserve.
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At dusk on the evening of the 30th the troops occupied the position
as indicated by the accompanying map. In consultztion with Major-
General McCook, late in the afternoon of December 30, he informed
me that he had reliable information to the effect that the center of the
rebel line of battle was opposite oar extreme right, and that we would
probably be attacked by the entire rebel army early on the following
morning, His prediction proved trne. He also informed me that he
bad communicated this information to the commanding general.

I expected a change in the programme for the following day, but none
was made. My brigade commanders were called together, and the op-
erations of the following day fully explained to them. Every arrange-
ment was made for an attack. Two gallant and experienced officers
commanded my two advanced brigades, and every precantion was taken
against surprise.

At6.22 on the morning of the 31st the outposts in front of my divis-
ion were drivem in by an overwhelming force of infantry, outnumber-
ing my forces greatly, and known to contain about 35,000 men. At the
same time my extreme right was attacked by the ememy’s cavalry.

The gallant Willich and Kirk scon opened a heavy fire of musketry
and artillery npon the advancing columms, causing wavering in the
ranks, but fresh columnns wonld roon replace them, and it was apparent
that to fall back was a “military necessity.” Edgartou’s battery, after
firing three rounds, had so many of its horses killed as to render it un-
manageable. He, however, remained with it, and continued to fire until
he fell by a severe wound, zud he and his battery fell into the hands of
the enemy. Before falling back, the horse of General Willich was killed,
and he was wounded and taken prisoner.

About the same time General Kirk received a severe wound, which
disabled him. Seeing the pressure upon my lines, I ordered up my re-
serve brigade, under the gallant Baldwin. The troops of his brigade
advanced promptly and delivered their fire, holding their ground for
some time, bat they, too, were competled to fall back. The troops of
this division for the first time were compelled to yield the field tempo-
rarily, but the heroes of Shiloh and Perryville did not abandon their
ground until forced to do so by the immense masses of the enemy harled
against them, and then, inch by inch. The ground over which the divis-
ion passed, covered with the enemy’s dead and those of our own men,
shows that the field was warmly contested. Several times the lines
were reformed and resistance offered, but the columns of the enemy
were too heavy for a single line, and ours would have to yield. Finally
the left flank of my division reached the line of (General Rousseau’s,
when it was reforined and fought until out of ammunition, but my effi-
cient ordnanee officer, Lientenant Murdoch, had a sapply in readiness,
which was soon issued, and the division assisted in driving the epemy
from the field in their last desperate swruggio uf vhe day. Soon the
curtain of darkness fell upon the scene of blood, and all was quiet,
awaiting the coming of morn to renew hostilities. Morning came, but
the enemy had withdrawn.

January 1 was a day of comparative quiet in camp, few shots being
fired, but many preparations made for a heavy battle on the following
day. Geugeral Crittenden’s wing was attacked in force on the 2d, and
one of my brigades (Colonel Gibson’s) was sent to re-enforce him, For
the gallant part taken by it, reference is made to the report of Major-
Geveral Crittenden. The enemy evacuated Murfreesborough on the
night of the 3d.

On the 6th 1 was ordered to remove my camp to a poiut on the Shel-
Lyville road, 4 miles sonth of Marfreesborough.
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The conduct of officers and men under my command was good. (The
Louigville Legion, under the gallant Lieutenant-Colone! Berry, brought
off by hand one cannon after the horses were killed.) They yielded the
ground only where overpowered, offering an obstinate resistance at
every point. Some few in each regiment, becoring panic-stricken,
fled to Nashville for safety. Captain Simonsor managed his battery
with skill and courage, and with it did good execution. He lost two
guus, but not until the horses had been killed and the guns disabled.
Goodspeed’s battery lost threec guns and quite a number of horses.
This battery was handled well, and did good execution, under Lieaten-
ant Belding.

Reference is respectfully made to the reports of regimental and bri-
gade commanders for the list of those who, by their bravery and good
conduct, rendered themselves conspicuons.

After the capture of General Willich, his brigade was commanded
temporarily by Colonel Wallace, Fifteenth Ohio, but was afterward re-
placed by Colonel Gibson, Forty-ninth Ohie. General Kirk becoming
disabled, was replaced by Colonel Dodge, Thirtieth Indiana, while the
Third Brigade was commanded thronghout by Colonel Baldwin.

Theae four colonels have demonstrated their fithess for command on
several bloody flelds, and are recommended to my superiors for promo-
tion. Their coolness and courage rendered them conspicuons through-
out the bloody engagement. Major Klein and his battalion of the Third
Indiana Cavalry deserve special mention, Under their gallant leader
the battalion was alwaye in front, and rendered efficient service.

To Captains Bartlett, Hooker, Thruston, and McLeland, and Liea-
tenants Taft, Hill, and Sheets, of my staff, my thanks are due for their
efficiency and promptness in carrying orders to all parts of the field.

My medical director, Surgeon Marks, and the medical officers of the
division were untiring in their exertions to alleviate the sufferings of
the wounded, and to them my thanks are due. My escort, composed of
the following-named men of the Third Kentucky Cavalry, who accom-
panied me throughout the engagement, deserve speeial mention for sheir
good conduct : Sergt. William C. Miles, Privates George Long, Thomas
Salyers, John Christian, John Whitten, James Bowen, B. Hammerstein,
and R. A. Norah. Private Bowen’s horse was killed by a eannon-ball.

The loss of the division was as follows : Kiiled, 260; wounded, 1,005 ;
missing, 1,280 (supposed t0 have been captured).*

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
R. W. JOHNSON,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Maj. JoEN A. OAMPBELL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 31
Eeport of Capt. Peter Simonson, Fifth Indiana Baitery.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH INDIANA BATTERY,
Camyp in Field, January 5, 1863.
B1e: I have the honor to report that, on the morning of December
27, this command marched with the brigade from its bivouac on the

* But soe revised statement, p. 209.
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3 p. m., after which it was not again engaged with the enemy, exerting
himself, to the best of his ability, to form, rally, and cheer his men, and
that, when the regiment reached the positiou last uamed, he left, for the
first time, to have his wound examined and dressed.

2d. That on the several sncceeding days of that week the said regi-
ment was not actually engaged with the enemy, except slightly on the
Friday aftermoon; that during that period Coloncl Wallace, having
been relieved by Colonet Gibson from the command of the brigade, had
taken command of the regiment, and the necessity for Major McClena-
han’s presence and services was not 50 great ; that, accordingly, he was
not continually present with the regiment after the 31st of December,
1862, until January 3, 1863, nor on duty with it, but went on duty on
the date last mentioned, on the order of his brigade commander; and
sebsequently, upon a wmedical certificate and by order of the medical
director, went to Nashville for treatment, and obtained leave of absence
for twenty days on account of his wound.

Upon these facts the court is of the following epinion :

That there was nothing in the conduct of Major McClenahan, on the
vecasions referred to, that can be construed to support any charge of
cowardiee, disobedience of orders, or other misbehavior in the face of the
enemy, but that he is censurable for not assuming the formal command
oiés the regiment during the actual engagement on the 31st of December,
1862.

II. The finding of the coart is approved.

By command of Major-General Rosecrans:

0. GODDARD,
Assistant™Adjutani-General.

No. 39.

Report of Ool. Joseph B. Dodge, Thirticth Indiana Infantry, commanding
8econd Brigade.

HEADQUABTERS SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND IMVISION,
In Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.

SI1E: In compliance with your order of the 7th instant I have the
honor to respectfully submit the following report of the operations of
this command since the 26th of December last up to the evening of the
31sat nltimo:

On the morning of December 26, last, this brigade left camp, near
Nashville, under command of Brig. Gen. E. X. Kirk, and marched out
on the Nolensville pike about 12 miles, where we encamped during the
night. Although there was heavy skirmishing in our front and on each
flank, we were in nowise engaged with the enemy during that day, as
there was a heavy force of Federal troops in front of this brigade and
between it and the enemy.

On the morning of the 27th we were ordered to resume the march,
and on that day the brigade was in advance of our whole forees, with
the exception of the cavalry, which was thrown out as skirmishers in
advance,

About 1 mile from where we had bivouacked for the night the enemy
made his appearance in considerable force, composed of cavalry and
supported by artillery, all of which opened upon us, and he showed a
disposition to contest the ground over which we wished to pass. The
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Thirty-fourth Regiment Illinois Volunteers and the Twenty-ninth In-
diana were promptly deployed as skirwishers, each regiment retaining
a good reserve, and thrown forward, with instructions to push on as
rapidly as possible, which order was obeyed with alacrity and skill, and
the other regiments of the brigade moved forward in line of battle, the
Thirtieth Indiana supporting HEdgarton’s battery.

Owing to a dense fog, which enveloped everything, so that we conld
not distinguish the troops of the enemy from our own, it was deemed
prudent to halt nntil the fog partially disappeared, when we again
moved forward, with continued skirmishing on our front, until we gained
an elevated pogition overlooking the village of Triune. Here the enemy
were in plain view, drawn up in line of battle, the center of their line
being in the village. Edgarton’s battery opened upon them imine-
diately with splendid effect, soon throwing them into disorder, and dis-
abling at least one piece of their artillery, as I have good reason to
believe. While in this position a very heavy rain commenced, accom-
panied with fog, rendering an advance immediately hazardous.

The fog disappeared again in the course of about an hour, when we
again advanced ; but, owing to the ground being very much softened by
the rain, the men’s clothes were so saturated with water that it was
impossible to do so at the rate of speed desired. The enemy had de-
stroyed a bridge across a stream that runs through the edge of the
town, thus compelling the artillery to make a detour of nearly a mile
to a ford, and by this means gained time to. collect his scattered forces
and withdraw. On that night we bivouacked about 1 mile south of
Triune.

Daring that day this brigade lost none in killed or wounded, but in-
flicted considerable loss upon the enemy. The officers and men engaged
showed themselves to be cool, skillful, and courageous, and behaved
splendidly.

‘We staid at the above-mentioned place all of the 28th, and on the
morning of the 20th took np our march for Murfreesborough. During
this day nothing of importance occurred. We bivouacked that night
in an open field, without fires, and in a cold, drenching rain,

On the morning of the 30th we were ordered out to take position, pre-
paratory to an expected attack upon the enemy. Heavy skirmishing
and fighting was going on in front of us during the whole day, in which
we took no active part until about 3 p. m., at about which time we
arrived at the extreme right of the lire of our anmny.

At that time the enewy had a battery of artillery stationed directly
in front of this Lrigade, which was pouring a destructive fire into some
troops on our left, belonging to Brig. Gen. J. C. Davis’ division. Gen-
eral Kirk immediately ordered Captain Edgarton’s battery to epen upon
it, which order wus complied with, with great execution, dismounting
one of the enemy’s pieces, and killing quite a nmnber of men in a very
fow moments, and driving him from his position.

There was no more firing, either from artillery or infantry, that evening
or night, The brigade was formed in line of battle, the Thirty-fourth
Ilinois, Maj. A. P. Dysart commanding, ou the extreme right; the
Twenty-ninth Indiana, Lientenunt-Colonel Dunn commanding, next on
the left; the Thirtieth Indiana, Col. J. B. Dodge, next, and the Seventy-
geventh Penosylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel HHousum commanding, on the
left; Bdgarton’s battery (B, First (hio Artillery) in the rear and to
the left of the Thirty-fourth Illinois, in a cedar grove, with a rather
dense thicket immediately in front of the three left regiments. A strong
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picket line was thrown out from 150 to 200 yards in front, with a corn-
field in front of their (the picket) line. Every precaution that was pos-
gible was taken to prevent surprise, and to give seasonable warning of
the approach of the enemy.

The brigade was up and under arms for nearly or quite an hour be-
fore daylight. Just after daylight a part of the horses of the battery
were unhitched from the caissons and faken to water, which was close
by. Just at this moment the enemy made his appearance on our front
and right in immense force, and formed in close coluwns, with a front
equal to the length of a battalion in line and ten or twelve ranks in
depth. General Kirk immediately ordered the Thirty-fourth Illinois to
advance to near where the picket was stationed, in order to check, af
least, the advance of the enemy, and save the battery, if possible, which
movement was promptly executed under an awfuo)] fire, which almost
annihilated the picket line or line of skirmishers, which it really was,
and killed or wounded a large uumber in the line, some 150 or 200 yards
in the rear. The battery under command of Captain Edgarton imme-
diately opened with canister upon the enemy, and only had time to fire
eight rounds before the battery was taken. Nearly or quite one-half of
the horses were killed or wounded, so as to be unmanageabls, by the
firgt ﬁ(zl-e from the enetny, and it was impossible to remove it from the
ground.

Oaptain Edgarton and his officers and men fought nobly, as the num-
ber of killed and wounded will testify, and did everything possible to
maintain their ground against an overpowering force. The captain was
taken prisoner while assisting to work his guns, and Lieutenant Ber-
wick wae bayoneted and taken prisoner while assisting him. General
Kirk was seriously wounded at almost the first fire, and I then succeed
to the command of the brigade, :

The fire the enemy received from us, although well directed, and as
offective as a fire from two ranks generally is, produced no visible effect
upon him as ke moved his heavy column forward upon 2 double-quick.
General Rains, who commanded a part of their column, fell dead or mor-
tally wounded at this point.

The enemy then moved to the left obligue, or nearly, by his left flank,
nntil his center waas opposite our extreme right, when lie moved forward
ageain, changing direction to his right as he did so, so a8 to bring his
whole force npon our most expoesed point. We held our ground until
our ranks were not more than 20 yards from the enemy, when I was
forced to retire, having no support and seeing that it was a needless.
waate of life to contend in that position with at least twenty times the
number of men I then had left, which was done in the best order possi-
ble, across a corn-field in the rear and to the left of our first position, to
a field one side of which was on rising ground and overlooking the
ground over which the enemy must advance to attack.

I here formed the Thirtieth Indiana, at that time under command of
Lieut. Col. 0. D. Hurd, of that regiment, and the Seventy-uinth Illinvis,
Col. 8. P. Read commanding, that had just reported o me (it having
been detailed to guard a train the day before, and bad just arrived upon
the field), behind a fence on the rise of ground before spoken of, Befors
the Seventy-ninth Illinois reached the fence, and while it was at least
200 yards distant from it, the enemy made his appearance and instantly
poured a terrible fire into their ranks. Although a new regiment, they
advanced with a firmness that would have done credit to veterans, and,
after reaching the fence, poured a terribly destructive fire inte the

enemy
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Here, assisted by Captain Simonson’s (Fifth Indiana) battery, this
prigade, unsupported, except by the Third Brigade, which was on our
left, and almost alone, sacceeded in checking the enemy, bringing his
columns to a halt, and requiring the utmost exertions of his officers to
keep his men from fleeing in disorder from the field, during all of which
time a tremendous fire wag kept up. The enemy finally sueceeded in
throwing his left wing forward across the fence, thus outflanking this
brigade and dislodging us from that position ; but the number of dead
left by him on that ground for five days afterward shows conclusively
that it was by far the dearest position to him that he gained that day.

Colonel Read, of the Seventy-ninth Illinois, was killed instantly while
bravely urging his men on. In his death the service has lost afine offi-
cer, a brave soldier, and a true man. Adjutant Stribley, of the Thirtieth
Imiiana.,l was also killed here. The service contained no braver or cooler
officer than he. The Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Hoansum commanding, at the time of the occurrences above men-
tioned was some 600 yards on the left of the troops under my immediate
command, acting with a brigade in General Davis’ division. While
hotly engaged with the enemy, Colonel Honsum was wounded severely,
from which he died shortly afterward. He was a cool, clear-headed,
courageous officer and gentleman.

After being driven from the fence, I retired my command to a piece
of woods in the rear of my former position, the enemy closely following
np with infantry on our rear and cavalry on our left Hank. I halted my
command twice, and formed a line and undertook to hold him in check,
but it was impossible to do but little, owing to our weakened condition
and the absence of all support.

I finally fell back to near the Murfreesborough and Nashville turnpike,
wnd made up my mind that the enemy must be stopped there. I had at
thattime the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Captain Rose commanding,
Twenty-ninth Indiana, Major Colling commanding, and about 100 men
belonging to the Thirtieth Indiana, Thirty-fourth Illinois, and Seventy-
pinth 1llinois; in all, about, at that time,500 men. By command of
Brigadier-General Johnson, I formed my little force on the right of Cap-
tain Simonson’s battery, which was in action with ons of the enemy’s
batteries, which was soon silenced, immediately after which it (Captain
Simonson’s battery) was placed in another position.

I wish to be pardoned for testifying here to the skill, eficiency, and
courage displayed by Captain Simonson and his officers and men during
that day. I then moved my command some 150 yards to the right of
where it bad been while supporting the battery, into a piece of woods,
and took a good position for defense.

Some troops belonging to some other division moved in on my left
just at that moment, and a mowment after the remaius of the column that
made the first attack in the morning made its appearance, coming up
on a double-quick. Iimmediately gave the comwmand forward, and my
command met themw, poured in a deadly volley, and rushed forward.
Their advance was stopped, their line wavered, and in a moment was in
full retreat, and thus the brigade that received the first attack from this
column iu the morning had the satisfaction of giving it the first repulse
it received during the day. I followed them but a short distance, when
[ got a regiment, to relicve the command I had left, as they were entirely
out of smmunition, and, by order of General Johnson, I took them back
and formed along the railroad, and got a sapply.

1 was then ordered back to the bank of the river, where I awaited
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further orders. While there, an officer rode up and informed me that
the enemy’s cavalry was attempting to cross the river some distance
below, near a hospital, and that it was iwportant that we should have
a force there. There was no superior officer near, and I took the respon.
gibility of at once moving to the point designated and forming in line.
The enemy, seeing us approach, promptly fell back, but not nntil he had
taken qnite a number of prisoners, as I understand.

I then retorned to the turnpike, and at dark bivonacked in the woods
near by, where we spent the night.

On the morning of the 1st instant I placed my command in line, under
your directions, and we immediately threw up a line of breastworks,
hehind which we bivouacked until the evening of the 3d instant, without
any movement of importance on our part, with the exception that on
the 2d instant, at about 9 p. m., I was ordered to take four companies
from ;my command and a like number from the Third Brigade of this
division, and to advance to our front until I reached the Franklin turn-
pike or found the enemy in force.

It was a very dark night, and I took my little command according to
your orders, deployed the whole as skirmishers, and started. I first
crossed an open ficld or fields nearly to the woods in our front, where
I could distinetly hear the enemy chopping and moving either artillery
or heavy wagons. When we got about 20 yards from the edge of the
woods, I distinetly heard officers giving commands to their men, and,
fearful that I was going into a trap, I ordered my men to fire, which was
promptly obeyed, and my suspicions confirmed, as the enemy returned
a withering volley in reply. Found at least ten times the namber I had
with me., Having ascertained that the enemy were in heavy foree near
our lines, thereby accomplishing the purpose for which I was sent out,
I ordere:i my men to retire, which they did in good order, losing but 4
wounded ; none killed.

The officers abd men under my command, during this terrible battle,
behaved with great coolness and courage uander the most trying eircum-
stances.

I cannot help but bring to the notice of the commanding general the
gallant conduct of Capt. T. E. Rose, of the Seventy-seventh Pennsy!.
vania Regiment, who took command of his regiment after Lientenant.
Colonel Honsum was wounded, and who, by his gkill, perseverance, and
energy, kept his regiment well together, and, by his example, urged on
Es men to attack the enemy when all around was disorder and con-

gion,

Major Collins, of the Twenty-ninth Indiana, took command of that reg-
iment about 9 a. m. on the 31st, after Lieuntenant-Colonel Duon had, by
some means, become separated frow his command, and fought nobly.

Major Buckner, of the Seventy-ninth Ilinois, took command of that
regiment after the death of Colonel Read, and gallautly rallied his men,
and showed himself worthy of a higher position than he now holds.

Maj. A. P, Dysart, commanding the Thirty-fourth Illinois, distin.
guished himself in his efforts to arrest the enemy’s progress, and bisreg-
iment stood by him until it was utterly impossible for the same nuinber
of men, without support, to do so longer.

Lieatenant-Colonel Hurd, commanding, and Major Fitzsimmons (who
was taken by the enemy), of the Thirtieth Indiana, showed that they
were worthy of tho positions they ocenpy. Both needlessly, almost, ex-
posed themselves, and were untiring in their efforts to stop the progress
of what seemed a victorious enemy.
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I can but express my heartfelt thanks to my staff for their eonduct on
the field—firm, cool, energetic, and fearless, their assistance was inval
uable. Capt. D. C. Wagner, acting assistant adjutant-general; Capt.
E. P. Edsall, acting assistant inspector-general ; Lieut. [. C. McElfat-
rick, topographical engineer, and Lieutenants Baldwin and Walker,
atdes, were untiring in their efforts to rally the troops, and to their
exertions the whole right wing of the army is, in my opinion, indebted.

Dr. George W. Hewitt, acting brigade surgeon, was untiring in his
exertions in behalf of the wounded, and was captured while at his post
by the cncmy, as was also Dr. Hostetter, of the Thirty-fourth Illinois,
Dr. Eeen, of the Twenty-ninth Indiana, and Dr. McAllister, of the Sev-
enty-ninth Ilinois, were all taken where a surgeon should bein time of
action, attending to the duties of their profession. While in the encmy’s
lines they wers engaged night and day in taking eare of cur wounded.
They have been released since, and their horses retained by the enemny,
in pursuance, as they report, of order of General Wharton, Surgeon
Downey, of the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, was fortunately spared,
and staid with the brigade. He was of invaluable service to those who
were 80 unfortunate as to require the attention of a surgeon.

The medical department of this brigade was in splendid condition,
thanks to Dr. Hewitt and division medical director, Dr. Marks, and, not-
withstanding our loss in surgeons, the wounded were wall cared for.

Chaplain Bradshaw, Seventy-ninth 1llinois, and Chaplain Decker, of
the Thirty-fourth Illinois, exposed themselves in the most fearless man-
ner in taking care of the wonnded, taking them off the field, &c., and
proved themselves to be well worthy, at least, of the positions they
occupy.

This brigade met with a serious loss, in the person of General Kirk,
early in the engagement. He fell at the head of his brigade, trying man-
fully to resist and repel the overwhelming force thrown against it.

Accompanying, please find a summary of killed, wounded, and miss-
ing of this command. The missing are, a large majority of them, I
fear, wounded and in the hands of the enemy ; also, please find reports
of regimental commanders of this brigade and complete list, by name,
of casualties,

Respectfully submitted.

J. B. DODGE,
Colonel Thirtieth Indiana, Commanding Second Brigade.

Captain BARTLETT,
Aecting Assistant Adjutant-General.

P. 5.—Ezxcuse me for calling the attention of the general commanding
to a gallant charge made by the Seventy-seventh Penusylvania, while
they were separated from this brigade, and were acting in conecert with
a brigade in Brig. Gen. J. C. Davig’ division. A battery in possession
of the enemy made its appearance directly in their front and opened
upon them. Lieutenant-Colonel Housum immediately ordered a charge
upon it, which was obeyed instantly by his command. The cannoneers
were either killed or wounded, the horses disabled, so they could not
move back. The Seventy-seventh had possession of Captain Edgarton's
battery, which the enemy had brought along with thew, for a few mo-
ments, but before they could do anything more than compel the enemy
to spike the guns, a heavy force of infantry made its appearance in their
front and flank, and they were compelled to retire, during which move-
ment 7-entonant-Colonel Housum was mortally wounded.
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General summary of killed, wounded, and missing in the Secowd Brigade, Second Division
(Right Wing), in the batile before Murfreesborough, Tenn., on December 31, 1862
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Very reapectfnlly submitted.
Oolonel Thirtieth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Commanding Second Brigade

Qwing to the absence of the officers and men of Battery I, First Ohio
Volunteer Artillery, I am unable to procare a report of casualties, &¢.,
as required by your order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. C. WAGNER,
Captain, and Acting Assistant Adjuiant-Generel

No. 40,
Report of Maj. Alexander P. Dysart, Thirty fourth Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRTY-FOURTH ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863,

Sir: In compliance with circular, dated January 7, 1863, fromn Head-
quarters Second Division, requiring a minute statement of regimental
commanders of the operations and casualties of their respective regi-
ments frorm the time of leaving cawmp, near Nashville, Tenn., up to the
expiration of the battle at Murfreeshorough, I have the houor to submit
the following report:

On Friday, December 26, 1862, this regiment, under comnmand of
Lieut. Col. H. W. Bristol, left camp, near Nashville, Tenn., and marched
that day to one-half mile south of Nolensville, where we encamped
for the night.

Next day, December 27,1562, the Second Brigade being in advance, the
Thirty-fourth Tllinois was in advaace of the brigade. After advancing
nearly three-quarters of a mile, General Kirk ordered Colonel Bristol
to throw forward four companien of his regiment on the left of the pike
as skirmishers. Companies A, I, G, and B were detailed for that pur-
pose, and paced onder command of myself and Captain Van Tassel.
We moved forward, the remaining companies of the regiment marching
immediately in the rear of the skirnish line, as o support, the skirmnish

* But see revised statement, p. 208
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line advancing, driving the enemy through Triune, and halting about
1 mile south of that place near dark. The distance skirmished over
that day was ncarly 5 miles. Although exposed to the enemy’s fire
frow their artillery and musketry nearly all day, we had no one killed,
wounded, or missing. We went intocamp that night a short distance to
the rear of where we had advanced with our skirmish line, and remained
in camp at that place the next day (being Sunday) without performing
any duties ouly those required ou that day.

Ou the morning of December 29, 1862, we were ordered back toward
Nashville 24 miles, and turned off the pike on a dirt road to the right,
leading in the direction of Murfreesborough, and, after marching 6 miles,
went into cam)p between 10 and 11 o’clock that night. The Tiirty-
foarth Illinois was rear guard for the brigade teams that day.

On the morning of the 30th, about 10 a. m., we moved forward in the
direction of Murfreesborough 3 miles, when we were ordered to the right.
The Thirty-fourth Illinois was ordered to support Captain Edgarton’s
battery, which was moved to the extreme right of our lines, and opened
fire on a rebel battery that wae firing into the right flank of Davis’
division. General Kirk ordered two companies of this regiment to be
thrown out as skirmishers (A and B), under the command of Captain
Van Tassel, extending the line across an open field to a piece of woods,
about 100 rods farther to the right than our troops occupied. Captain
gdiarton’s battery soon silenced the rebel battery, and it wag now near

ark.

Colonel Bristol, being unwell, was compeiled to leave the regiment,
and the command then fell upon myself. I received orders that I was
to picket immediately in my front, and that General Willich would join
his pickets on the right., This was done shortly after dark. I was then
ordered to encamp the remainder of my regiment in the rear of the left
of my picket line, and within 30 rods of the same. Everything was
quiet through the night.

Just before daylight1 had my regiment under arms, and moved it for-
ward some 4 rods in advance of where I was encamped, so that I could
more conveniently deploy into line, as I had my regiment in double
column. A few miputes after daylight one of my lookonts reported to
me that the enemy was inoving down on us with an overwhelming force.
I immediately sent word to General Kirk, and rode immediately myself
to find General Willich, who was eucamped in my rear not mere than
30 rods. I failed to find the general ; they told we he had gone to see
General Johnson. I informed some of the officers of his brigade that
the enemy was advancing. I hurried back to my regiment, and I then
received an order to advance my regiment and try to hold the enemy in
check, which was done.

After advancing out in the cpen field about 15 reds, the enemy opened
upon us, my men returning the fire. They were now exposed to the
fire of nearly five times their number, as I only had 354 men, including
the officers. Ten or twelve of my men were kiiled, and some 60 odd
wounded, before ] received an order to fall back in support of the bat-
tery. I gave the order for them to fall back. Not one of my men or
officers left their post before I gave them the order. When we returned
to the battery everything was confusion; rhe First Brigade was not
in position ; were engaged, mnany of them, cooking their breakfast. I
endeavored to hold tlhe bauttery with what few men I Lad, but it was of
no use; the enemy were fast surrounding us, and the only alternative
was to retreat or be taken prisoners. I gave the order for them to re-
treat, and would, 1 think, have been able to keep them together, but
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they got mixed up with the First Brigade, and were carried too far to
the left, where many of them were taken prisoners.

I rallied some 50 of my men, and made a stand behind a rail fence,
about three-quarters of a mile from where I formed my first line, and
opened a destructive fire on a regiment of cavalry that was bearing
down upon us, but, finding it impossible to hold that position, I had to
fall back to near the pike, when I was ordered to assist our train with
what few men I had left.

Jannary 1, what was left of my regiment was put in with the Thirtieth
Indiana, and took part with that regiment, under the commaud of Cap-
tain Hostetter, Company I, Thirty-fourth Ilivois Volunteers, I bheing
sick and unfit for duty. ‘They were engaged in skirmishing from behind
breastworks that were erected.

January 2, they were engaged the same as on the 1st, and on the 3d
the same routine of duty. The Thirty-fourth Illinois lost no one killed
or wounded after the battle of December 31, 1862,

1 need not particularize the services of any officers under my com-
mand, for both officers and men did their duty nobly ; although being
compelled to retreat, they stood firm till we were overwhelmed by
guperior numbers.

1 attach a list of killed, wounded, and missing.* Many of the missing,
I have no doubt, are wonnded and in the hands of the enemy.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

ALEXANDER P. DYSART,
Major, Commanding Thirtyfourth Illinois Volunteers.

Capt. D, O, WAGNER,
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Sscond Brigade, Second Division.

No. 41,
Report of Maj. Allen Buckner, Seventy-ninth Illinois Infantry.

Hpors. SEVENTY-NINTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNRTEERS,
In the Field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that the Seventy-ninth Regi-
ment Illinois Volunteers left camp, near Nashville, on December 26,
under command of Col. 8. P. Read, for Murfreesborough, via Nolens-
ville, but was not in action until Wednesday, December 31.

This regiment was detailed on the morning of the 30th as rear guard
of the division train, and at night encamped on the right and to the rear
of the brigade, as ordered, throwing out a strong line of skirmishers to
the front and right.

On the morning of the 31st the men were under arms at daylight,
about which time the brigade was attacked in front by such a heavy
force that it began to fall back. Colonel Read requested that I should
go forward and learn of Colonel Dodge, who was then in command of
the brigade, General Kirk having been wounded, what he should do.
1 did 80, and told him that the Seventy-ninth was ready and waiting
to do anything it could. He directed me to tell Colonel Read to harry
the regiment forward as soon as possible, which was done, he bravely
leading hie men on to the field amid a destructive fire from the enemy.
The regiment marched up on the double-quick until it arrived on the
right of the Thirtieth Indiana, becoming the right of the brigade, and

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 208,
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commenced pouring & deadly fire into the ranks of the enemy. It was
not long before I heard some one say that Colonel Read had fallen. I
went immediately to where he was lying, and found that he had been
shot directly in the forehead, thus falling at his post and facing the
eneny.

My attention was at once called, by one of the officers, to the fact
that the enemy was flanking us on our right. Idirected the men to fire
right-oblique, but could not check them. They rushed forward, open-
ing on us a deadly cross-fire. 1 saw that in a few moments we wounld
be surrounded, and consequently ordered a retreat, which was made
across an open field to the woods, a distance of some 300 yards, exposed
all the time to a destructive fire of artillery and musketry, killing and
wounding a great many of our men.

At the woods I tried to rally the men, but we were so closely pursaed
by overwhelming nambers that it was impossible. The regiment became
very much scattered, although the officers did all they could to keep
them together. Many of them joined other regiments and fought dur-
ing the day. I was able to keep enough men together in the brigade to
form a nuclens around which to rally.

A few of our men acted eowardly, but the regiment, as such, fought
as bravely as mmen conld. As to the officers, I must say, to my persvnal
knowledge, that Captains Van Deren, Young, Low, Martin, Lacy, and
Pinnell, and also Lientenants Mitchell, Williams, Patten, Albin, Jacobs,
Braddock, and Bigelow, stood to the work, and have gained 2 name as
brave officers. [ mnst speak of Adjutant Lamb, as doing his duty as
none but a faithful officer could. Likewise, Assistant Surgeons McAl-
lister and Wheeler, who staid with the wounded and dying, although
they were compelled thereby to fall into the hands of the enemy for &
time; they have done their part to the utmost, to both officers and men.
Last, but not least, the chaplain, C. 8. Bradshaw, was with us all day,
assisting to earry off the wounded. He conducted himself in such a
manner a8 to command the love and esteem of both officers and men.
Sergeant-Major Harding did his part with troe counrage. Sergeants
Boyle, of Company 0, and Harding, of Company D, also deserve a great
deal of credit for the maunner in which they rallied their men, their com-
manders having been wounded early in the action.

For numbers and names of killed, wounded, and missing, I refer you
to report already made.*

Respectfully submitted.

ALLEN BUCENER,
Major, Commanding Seventy-ninth Illinois Volumicers.

Qapt. D, C. WAGNER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No, 42.
Report of Maj. Joseph P. Oollins, Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry.

CaMP NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,,
January 7, 1863.
81e: I have the honor to report the part taken by the Twenty-ninth
Regiment Indiana Volunteers in the advance on Murfreesborongh from
Nashville, and the battles before that place.
On the morning of December 26 last, we struck tents, sending the

* Embodied in rovised statement, p. 208,
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train back to Nashville, and left camp, following, in the order of march,
the Thirtieth Indiana and Thirty-fourth Illinois. The divisions of Gen-
erals Davis and Sheridan preceded the Second, and in the skirmishing
with the enemy on the road and near Nolensville we had not an oppor-
tanity to take a part.

On the 27th, the Second Division and Second Brigade were the ad-
vance forces, and in regular order the Twenty-ninth Regiment Indiana
Volunteers followed the Thirty-fourth Ilinois. We had not marched
over 1 mile when sharp skirmishing was heard ahead, between our
cavalry and that of the enemy. Pushing rapidly forward to the sum-
wit of a ridge, beyond which the skirmish was going on, we Lecame
exposed to the fire of a masked battery of the enemy, which opened on
the head of the colomn, with shot and shell.

Advantage was taken by Generals Johnson and Kirk of & cedar
thicket, covering this ridge, to move the Thirty-fourth Illincis and
Twenty-ninth Indiana to the left of the road and toward the enemy.
Orders were immediately given by General Kirk to Colonels Bristol and
Dunn to throw out skirmishers to cover their regiments, the Thirty-
fourth Illinois and Twenty-ninth Indiana, which were drawn up in line
of battle in front of the thicket, but in an open feld.

The skirmishers, being ordered forward, moved over the ground Jjust
wrested from the enemy by our cavalry, until they reached the top of
another ridge, divided by a narrow valley from the rebel battery. Here
we were ordered to halt, to await the issue of an artillery duel between
it and Captain Edgarton’s battery (E, First Ohio Artillery), attached
to the Becond Brigade, as well as the lifting of a dense fog, which ren-
dered a hasty movement to the front extremely perilous.

When objects at a distance could be distinctly seen, and the rebel
battery silenced, we were again ordered forward, without seeing the
enemy, until we had reached a hill overlooking the town of Triune.
Large bodies of rebel cavalry wers posted in the town and in our front,
on the left of the road, about three-quarters of a mile distant. Ounr
artillery was again brought into action, leaving us the privilege of
witnessing the hurried refreat of both bodies of the rebels.

When we next advanced they moved their cannon toward us and plied
the advancing regiments with shot, shell, and grape-shot. Supporting
their artillery we discovered a large force of dismounted cavalry, posted
on a hill covered with timber, whose leaden compliments attracted our
attention, The skirmishers were ordered forward on doubie-quick, but
the torrent of rain which poured down on us had made their clothing
and the plowed field 8o heavy that the efforts of the men at double-quiek
were painful and almost futile. They pushed on, however, as rapidly
as possible, and by a well-directed fire drove the rebels from the woods,
and prevented them again forming within rifle range.

The rebel artillery retreated toward Triune, takin g advantage of every
rise of ground to check our advauce, until the skirmishers of the Twenty-
ninth Indiana had almost secared a position in the woods to the rebel
right, from which the capture of the rebel guns was perfeetly feasible,
when the bugle again sounded a balt, and the rebels moved off rapidly.
Forward once more, and the line of skirmishers had reached the top of
another ridge and halted, leaving the reserve at its base, when we were
surprised by the sudden appearance ofa regiment of rebel cavalry on our
left, within 20 yards, and moving leisurely to the front. [ ordered the
reserve to wheel to the left and fire, which was heard by the rebels, who
instantly quickened tteir pace to a gallop, but were unable to pass in
time to save their entire column. Several were seen to reel in their sad-
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dles, and all changed direction by the left flank, making for the woods,
Immediately afterward a squad appeared, made 4 demonstratiou on the
deployed line (Company A, Twenty-vinth Indianal, but failed to intimi-
date the men or force the line. With a shouat, the skirmisbers rushed
forward, poured in a galling fire, anhorsed 4 or 5, took | prisoner, badly
wounded, while Company I¥, Twenty-ninth Indiana, on reserve at the
same time, forced another to surrender without & woundl.

This cavalry force was the First Confederate Regulars, and I only
regret that the fear that this might be Colonel Stokes’ cavalry, which
had all day supported our left, but of whose personal appearance I was
ignorant, rendered their loss so slight. We advanced half a mile far-
ther, when we bivouacked for the night.

After we had reached our final halting place, the Federal (Stokes’) cav-
alry emerged from the woods on our left, but at sufficient distance to
leave a gap, through which the rebels escaped.

Until December 30 we were not again engaged in any movement or
preparation for the attack on Murfreeshorough. On this day we moved
in regerve tothe column of General Davisuntil 3 p. m., when the Second
Brigade, Second Division, was ordered to the right of General Davig'
division, which was threatened by rebel cavalry. The Seventy-seventh
Pennsylvania and Thirty-eighth [Thirtieth| Indiana were thrown for-
ward as skirmishers, to the first of which the Twenty-uinth acted as
reserve. We moved forward until we reached the reserve of (General
Davig’ right, where the rebel cavalry was distinetly visible in line of
battle, but not within range. Captain Edgarton’s battery having taken
position, soon pat them to fiight. While in line at this point we were
exposed to the fire of the rebel battery snpporting their skirinishers,
but it was immediately silenced by ours.

About dusk a line of battle was determined upon, and, by order, the
Twenty-ninth Indiana took position on the left of the Thirty-fourth,
which supported the bastery on a lane leading to Murfreesborough and
bebhind a depse thicket of cedars. Steps were at once taken to grard
against surprise. A large company (B) of our regiment was sent out
a8 pickets, with instructious to act as skirmishers should the enemy
appear, our line connecting that of the Thirty-fourth Illinois on the right
and the Thirtieth Indiana on our left, both of which lines were estab-
lished safficiently in advance to command a wide range of vision, and
enable the regiments to form in time to meet any attack. The night
passed without alarm on our line until about 3 a. m., when a shot fired
on the picket line, to our right, brought every man to his place in the
ranks.

About daylight we were again alariped by general firing on the picket
line, and immediately afterward by shouting in front, bat to our right.
The men instantly grasped their loaded guns, while I, by Lieutenant-
Colorel Dunn’s order, rode to the front, along the lane, to ascertain the
cause of the firing, and, the force coming down on us emerging from
behind the thicket, I saw a heavy colamn moving rapidly down on the

. Thirty-fourtl 1llinois, firing as they advanced, and opposed bravely and

vigorously by the pickets and skirmishers. Riding farther down the
lane, to obtain a view of the open country beyond the thicket, I saw a
column of like proportions moving down on the Twenty-ninth Indiana.
I galloped back to the regiment with this information, and fonnd that
Lientenant-Colonel Dunn, anticipating, had thrown forward another
large company {C) to support the pickets and skirmish among the cedars.
This eompany, ably and gallantly led by Lient. 8. O. Gregory, pushed
forward through the entangled mass until within a few yani’s of the
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rebels, and only fell back when overpowered, leaving some of his men
killed and wounded. Situated as our regiment was, we dare not fire
Jest we kill our own men, whom we could not see, from which eircum-
stance we were obliged to receive the storm of bullets without a re-
sponse ; and the resistance of our skirmishers under Lieutenants Greg-
ory, Hess, and Macomber was 80 obstinate that the rebel column had
advanced within 20 yards of our line before they received a shot from ns.
Our first fire, delivered lying down, partially checked the advance,
and enabled the men to load and fire four or five times; but while
engaged in front, the column which pressed on the Thirty-fourth IlL- ;
nois and the battery had moved so far forward as to uncover our line,
giving them the opportunity to deliver araking fire upon us. The troops
on our right had fallen back, and Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn considered
that the peril of his situation demanded & retreat. We fell back about
80 rods, and formed behind a corn-field fence, every man loading and
firing in retreat, throngh which field the rebels were pushing vigor-
ously; but as no other troops appeared ready to sustain the shock, the i
regiment was moved some rods farther to & piece of woods, where we ;
took our position in line of battle. '
The Thirtieth Indiana now made its appearance from & corn-field in i
frons and to our lett, and, moving still farther to the left, took position
behind a fence facing the advancing enemy, who had oot yet emerged :
from the woods at that point. To gain a position beside the Thirtieth
Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn moved by the flank, ander cover of
the woods, until direetly in its rear, but 40 rods distant, when a section
of Simonson’s battery came up and unlimbered directly in our front. .

The rebel infantry now poured into and through the corn-field, meet-
ing with obstinate resistance from the Thirtieth Indiana and Seventy- .
ninth Tlinois, and the artillery, which the Twenty-ninth now supported. |
Here we lost Capt. Frank Stebbins, Company G, who was struck by a :
12-pound ball i the thigh, causing his death veryscon. He had bravely
led his men, and by his own conduct inspired them with conrage and )
daring. :

Upgbo this time we had thediscreet and tried leadership of Lientenant-
Colonel Dunn, and the valuable assistance of Captain Jenkine, acting
field officer ; but the former got peparated and cut off from the regiment,
and the latter, going a short distance to the rear for ambulances to ,
carry off our wounded, of wirom we had a great number, was also ent i
off from ns. We did not see Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn again, nor Cap- {
tain Jenkins until the afternoon ; but both, we heard, were busy rally- :
ing the runaways and stragglers at the pike and railroad, until the 1
former was taken prisoner, and the latter had turned over his men to
their respective regiments.

The artillery limbered up, moved to the rear, passing General Davis’
division hospital, which we followed until we reached the wood near the
hospital, where we found the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, under
Captain Rose, in line of battle. I af once formed the Twenty-ninth on
its right to await the rebel onset. All seemed pushing to the rear, and,
finding our shattered forces unsupported, we again moved in perfect
order still farther toward the pike, and again formed our line, having
the Ninety-third Ohio on theright, and, 1 believe, a Kentucky regiment
on the left. The artillery did not halt here, and before any enemy ap-

in front we found our small force flanked on the right by rebel
infantry and cavalry, and on the left by an unknown force.

Again we moved leisurely back to a point designated by General
Johnson a8 one suitable to make s stand. This was on the elevated
ground west of the pike, on the east side of which we saw a large foree
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of Federal troops congregated. Colonel Dodge, Thirtieth Indiana, now
commanding our brigade, placed us in position in a thicket, our left
resting on the section of artillery planted on the most elevated point,
and supported on the right by the Seveuty-seventh Pennsylvania, its
right resting on the woods.

Sharp cannonading ensued ; but a few minutes’ hot work satisfied
our artillerists that they could not conteud with two batteries and hold
their position. They retired to the pike. Colonel Dodge now directed
us along the woods to the road, where we again formed our line. The
yells ot the rebels coming through the cedar woods became plainer and
plainer. The balls rained among us. When within range and in
sight, the order to advance was given by Colonel Dodge. ‘With a yell,
the line rushed forward, determined to stop the sweeping tide or die.
This very unexpected attack on the victorious column entirely changed
the aspect of affairs. For the first time that day it was checked. It
tried to withstand the withering fire, bat soon gave way ; at first slowly,
but, as our line rushed on, the retreat became a rout. We still pushed
on rapidiy, few in numbers, but determined, with orders not to waste
ammupition, and followed the running horde until every cartridge was
expended, when Colonel Dodge, after great exertions, got other troops
to take our places. We fell back to the railroad for ammunition, when
intelligence was brought that our rear, in the vicinity of the hospitals
and train, was threatened by cavalry.

To repel this attack we were marched to a point near the hospitals,
where we stood in Jine half an hour ; but no enemy appearing, we again
moved to the railroad. After this our force changed its position, as
the heavy fire indicated a bloody contest, but we were not again under
fire. At night we bivouacked on the pike.

Morning brought with it signs of a renewal of yesterday’s fight, and
we were placed in position on the edge of the cedar grove, nearest the
enemy’s line, where the men at once went to work securing their posi-
tion with breastworks and abatis. The Twenty-ninth had no share in
any of the ensuing contests, and was entirely ocenpied on picket duty,
and stauding to arms on every alarm to resist any attack on our line.

Volunteers were called for to drive the enewy’s skirmishers into the
woods and burn some log-houses, in which their sharpshooters found
ghelter and excellent positions to annoy us. Among the nuwnber were
several of the Twenty-ninth Indiana, one of whom was killed.

Nothing further of importance occarred, unless I mention the fatigue
duty performed by details from this regiment, which succeeded iu find-
ing and burying oar dead and all our wounded, exeept those who fell
into the enemy’s hands,

1 cannot close without paying a tribate of praise, well merited and
proudly given, to the officers and men of my command, who, Spartan-
like, rallied at every call around our glorious old flag, and who would
not desert it when all aroand looked dark and hope had almost fled.
Allow me to mention, with feelings of extreme gratification, the names
of these who nobly did their duty :

First, Adjutant Coffin, who, exposed more than any other, carrying
orders to different parts of the line, never once quailed betore tho storm.
He is an excellent officer, fearless, prompt, and deserving of the highest
praise.

Captains Stebbins, Jenkins, and MeCaslin Moore. First Lieutenants
Melendy, who, though wounded, would not leave until trampled by
cavalry; N. P. Dunn, who stuck to the flag, severely wounded, antil
foroed by his companions to retire to a hospital; A. Dunlap, J. E. Hough.-
ton, G. W. Maloon, T. J, Henderson, and Hess ; also Second Lieuta. 8.
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0. Gregory, commanding Company C, and Hess, commanding Company
B, directed the skirmishers; Irenus McGowan, C. P. Butler, William
H. H. McDonald, John Cutler, Macomber, and O. C. Sabin.

While the storm raged without, Surgeon Keen and Rev. Mr. Shaw,
chaplain, were busy dressing wounds and doing all they could to alle-
viate the sufferings of our wonnded. Assistant Surgeou Griffith, hos-
pital steward, and corps were eisewhere engaged, but all were busy
with their duties. I would not pass over the names of the non-com-
missioned officers, who, with very few exceptions, were heroes in the
fight, giving a noble exampte to the men, and assisting very materially
in maintaining order and discipline ; but this report is slready toolong,
and T close.

Accompanying this is a list of cagualties.*

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. P. QOLLINS,
Major, Commanding Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers.

Oapt. D. O. WAGNER,
A. A, A. G, 2d Brig., 2d Div., Right Wing, 14th Army Corps.

No. 43.
Report of Lieut, Qol. Orrin D, Hurd, Thirticth Indiana Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRTIETH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863.

Smm: In accordance with cireular dated January 7, issued from Head-
quarters Second Divisicn, requiring a minute statement from regimental
commanders of the operations of their respective regiments, inclnding
casualties, [ have the honor to report that on Friday, December 26, 1862,
this regiment, under command of Qol. J. B. Dodge, left camp, near
Nashville, Tenn., marched half a mile south of Nolensville, where we
encamped for the night.

Next morning, December 27, the Second Brigade being in advance,
we left camp at sunrise, and moved in the same direction on the tarn-
pike as day previous. After advaneing 1§ miles we were ordered into
line of battle to support Captain Edgarton’s battery, in which manasr
we moved 3 or 4 miles, and until dark, when we were ordered out on out-
post picket.

On the next day, December 28, after being relieved from picket, we
remained in camp without any actual service.

On December 29, we moved back toward Nashville 2 miles and took
a cross-road leading toward Murfreesborough, and, after moving 6 miles,
encamped for the night.

On December 30, we moved toward Murfreesborough 3 miles, when
we were ordered 0&‘ to the right, and, after throwing forward two com-
panies each from the right and left flanks as skirmishers, moved forward
1 mile in line of battle, and bivouacked for the night in a cedar thicket.

On the morning of December 31, the enemy moved upon us in force
about daylight, driving in our pickets, making it necessary for us to
fall back or move out by the flank to the right; the latter movement
was made with the loss of 1 man, slightly, and 1 mortally, wounded,
except upon the picket line, which, being doubled during the night by
two additional companies, to insure vigilance and safety, suffered

severely upon being driven in,

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 208,
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The movement by the flank was a fortunate one for us, for had we
remained any longer in that position we would have been cut to pieces
or taken prisoners by the enemy, who were in great foree on our front.
After moving to the right and rear about half a mile, we forwed a line
of battle in & meadow behind a fence, where we were joined by the
rempants of the four companies which were on picket the night before.
After sending out two companics as skirmishers across a field to a fence
directly in our front, we moved up to the same place, and the action
commenced.

General Kirk having been wounded early in the morning, and Colo-
pél Dodge, of this regiment, having taker command of the Second Bri-
gade, the command of this regiment feil upon the undersigned.

After the regiment upon our left and we had sustained the enemy’s
fire for some time, the Seventy-ninth Illinois Volunteers advanced to
our immediate right and supported us gallantly; but being outflanked
by a saperior force of the enemy, and exposed to a heavy cross-five, they
fell back, and we were obliged to do the same, having no support what-
ever, and having suffered heavy.loss, as hereinafter stated. In retiring,
the men became very much scattered, but were mostly collected again,
and then we were ordered to the front, on the right of the Murfrees-
borough turnpike, 3 miles from the town.

January 1, after erecting breastworks we rewnained behind them, with-
out any ftu‘t&ler active service, except skirmishing on picket line.

January 2, the same rontine of duiy as the day previous, except in
the evening, when the left wing was sent out with parts of other regi-
ments of this brigade as skirmishers to feel the position of the enemy;
but after receiving a severe fire, and supposing the enemy to be in force,
we returned their fire briskly for some time and then retired to the
breastwork.

Janusry 3, same routine of picket- duty as the day previous. It is
unnecessary for mo to particularize the services of any officer or man,
for both officers and men performed their duties well and galiantly.

Ifl]xia.ve also a statement of the killed, wounded, and missing to submit,
as follows:

Killed .
BT 1 e et
Missing and PriBOROTS .. .. ..coms ocararosiimves mann ne e e

Number in battle :
CoOmMISEONEA OMBOGTS - - cn caessens cemmcmcmeeammaneanmmrnenes smsnssnsannn oA
Enlisted men ......... ORI RNDURPRRY | . |

All of which is respectfully submitted.
0. D. HURED,
TLieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment.

Capt. D. 0. WAGNER,
A. A. A, @.,2d Brig., 2d Div., Right Wing, 14th Army Covps.

No. 44.
Report of Capt. Thomas E. Rose, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.

HDGRS. SEVENTY-SEVENTH REGT. PENNSYLVANIA VOLS.,
In Oamp near Murfreesborough, January 8, 1863.
81R: I have the honor to make the following report of the Seventy-
seventh Begiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, from the time of leaving
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Il Oreek, Tenn., December 26, 1862, to January 3, 1863,

our camp, near Mill Creek, December 26; sent our wagon
lle, and took up our liue of march in the direction of Shel-
y Nolensville turapike, and encamped in the evening a
beyond Nolensviile. o
/, we continued our march in the same direction and on
At 8 a. m. we encountered the enemy within 2 miles of
ere immediately placed in position with the balance of
the left of the road. Our front line was composed of the
ndiana Volunteers on the left, the Thirty-fourth Illinois
the right, and the Thirtieth Indiana Volunteers in the
egiment and the Seventy-ninth Regiwent Illinois Vol-
eld in reserve, but advanced with the Lrigade, our regi-
the Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers. Skirmishers were
1 by each of the three first-named regiments, as also were
of the Seventy-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volun-
capied the extreme left of the line. In this manner we
rd Triune, driving the enemy from his position, and took
ke town, the enemy retreating toward Shelbyville. We
1t 1 mile beyond Triune, near the turnpike. .
3, we remained in camp, where we stopped the evening

), we retraced our march on the same road for 2 miles, and
~dirt road running in an easterly course into the Salem
o junction of which two roads we, silently and without
1 for the night.
, we marched toward Murfreesborough, on the Salem turn-
3 miles, when we were thrown into column, by division,
on the right of the road, with the balance of cur brigade
At this time heavy skirmishing was going oz on our left
We advanced for a short distance, when our regiment
sth Regiment Indiana Volunteers were ordered to change
+ht, deploy column, and throw out skirmishers. We then
ing toward the right of the general line of batile for
r of a mile. 'We then changed front to the left, and oe-
s eedar grove. The position of our regiment was now on
e Twenty-second Regiment Indiana Volunteers, of Gen-
igion, [t was here that we received a heavy fire from a
’hat was stationed to the right and in front of us in an
he edge of a woods, at a distance of 500 yards. After a
| it was silenced, when we threw out our pickets and re-
ynight. OQur position was now on the left of our brigade
ht of Davi¢’ division.
1, we were under arms at 4 a. m., and at daylight we dis-
nemy in large force within 60 yards of our pickets, who
»mmenced firing, when the enemy advanced to a furious
he pickets retired, our regiment advanced to meet the
sisted their attack with desperate valor, repulsing the
stely in front, with great slanghter, and compelling them
1 the brook, where we first found them posted, into a corn-
This was the first atfack that was wade on our lines;
the same time the enemy’s columns oo our leff, which
on those regiments on our right, pressed furiously on-
down everything before them. Those regimenty on our
: after a short but desperate resistance, as wae shown by
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the great mortality on both sides. Soon after this, the regiment on our
left changed position to our rear, leaving our regiment completely iso-
lated and battling against great odds, with the danger of being pur-
rounded. We were ordered to retire for about 150 yards, and then
march to the right, in order, if possible, to reattach ourselves fo the
balance of our brigade, which had been driven from its firat position.
While doing this we fell in with a portion of General Davia’ division,
and were advised that we had better co-operate with that division for
the present, as our brigade had by this time retired so far that it would
consume much valuable time in finding it that could be used af this
particular juactare to great advantage by re-enforcing one of his (Davig?)
brigades. We posted ourselves on the right of Davis’ division, in front
of which was a rebel battery, at a distance of about 400 yards. A little
to the right and in front of this was Edgarton’s battery, which had been
previously captured by the rebels in the onset, and was still in their
possession.

It was here that our regiment charged alone, recapturing Edgarton’s
battery, and up to the gnns of the rebel battery, through a hurricanc of
grape and canister, until we were confronted by several thousand of the
rebel infantry, when, as we were unsupported, we were obliged to retire to
the line from which we started on the charge, leaving our much-loved
battery in the hands of the rebels, as we bad no means of moving it
off. Yet we were repaid for this desperate charge as ;nuch as for any
wlf;a made during the day in damaging the enemy and holding hLim in
check,

We retired in good order, and halted and formed in our previous
nosition, on the right of Davis’ division. Here Colonel Housum fell.
I'he Dbattle was here hotly contested for some time, when onr forces
began to give way, fiercely pursued by the enemy, who came near taking
2 battery of ours at this place.

As soon as the battery was safely off, we retired to the fence, on the
opposite side of the fisld, where we stood alone for some time contend-
ing with the rebels, until they commenced scaling the fence on our right
and left, when we retired to the woods, and again made a stand. We
thus eontinued for some time, taking advantage of everything that came
in our way, moving slowly, and our line never broke once fthroughout
the day; but we fought every time we eould find a line to rest on, or
wherever we could gain a position in which we could for a minute suc-
ceasfully make a stand.

When we came near the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike we
foll in with a portion of the Twenty-ninth Indiana Voluuteers, under the
gallant Major Collins; also a portion of the Thirtieth Indiana Volunteers.
‘Theee, with our regiment, were now joined together as the remnant of
the old Fifth Brigade. under Colonel Dodge, as brigade commander.
We were posted on the edge of the woods by General Johnson, on the
right of General Van Cleve’s division, which had just come up. The
rebels were now coming on with tenfold more impetuosity, and our men
were ordered to lie down quietly behind a fence, which partly protected
us. We waited here until the rebels were within a short distance, when
we up and delivercd our fire with such great effect that the rebels began
to give way.

‘We now pitched into them with whoop and yell, all the time deliver-
ing a most destructive fire, and soon the whole rebel column was in full
retreat, We drove them half a mile, when our ammunition gave out
and we were relieved, when we retired to the railroad to obtain a fresh
supply. This was the first check of importance that the rebels received,
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i unition train and secured for our forces an impor
M;itt?(?gedl‘??glﬁmtﬁle break of day nntil 12 m. our regiment was unde_r
ggnstani'i fire, and terribly our ranks were thinned. At night our regi-
icket. X .
m?]l:]t;ll‘r::; i),n 15(13%, we remained nnder a;rn:is ;)g the crest of the hill,
final charge on the 31st ultimo. )
WIf:eé‘;f slttdvevg l?élci:ived a hez.vy fire from a rebol Lattery, which was
ilenced. .
gﬂgﬁsugxl}v 2, remained in the sar?lg ﬁ)os;tzon kas 03.,:311:0 %f]tﬁleAcv};%F;g
a8 fought on our left, in which we took no vart. I C
’ gvat‘at&:xt&sn %l;gket. A hea,vfr skirmish took place iranmediately in front
o i i d ition. At night
3, still remained under arms in our old positicn. : s
inilﬂxguxgli'gst,of the rain, the last final struggle was made, in which we
rt" . - a -
to%u?i?]gai;his great Dattle our little regiment did no discredit to the 1;)ld
Keystone State. Officers and men stood n}) audtdld tht?lr dxi%'tng 1%
3 those noted for conspicuous valor 1 must mention -8, T,
%gﬁggwhg s’1‘?endere‘d me invaluable assistance throughout the baétle,
also O,apt. F. 8. Pyfer, Company K ; %?,pt. ;Vgha;n JA'IROIRQSE:;’ Cglr:;-
; t. A. Phillips, Company &, and Capt. J. J. . -
ggﬁg g,agatl)It)' whon cheé)re’d and encour,aged their men thrnnghou'ti‘};lhtz
Dattle with a coolness which belongs to none bat veteran officers. f
our line never broke shows that our wen fought like veterans, udi
‘We went into action with 238 men. We lost, in killed, 5, mpl; mg
Lieutenant-Oolonel Housum ; in wounded, 29, including 1 c.oxpmlgg ouE.) !
officer ; misging, 29, including 2 commissioned officers. Total, (3.
those z’nissing the greater part are either killed or taken pnsoners.d .
I must not forget to mention the valuable services and noble 001'1. ucd
of Dr. Downey, the assistant surgeon of our regiment. I!.edrem_cz}l}[ﬁ
with us throughout the battle, and displayed the most indomi 3 ?
energy and courage in attending to our wounded, and in superintending
the whole medical department, which came within his sphere. b
1 regret to say that, notwithstanding the great valor dlspi:dyed 1 31 oucll'
regiment as a body, there were some mliseral::eI ctgwta:.r(}: ‘(:\élexrsal:il ;ﬂio
ing the excitement of the battle, and lefv the:
gglj}grﬁ] I:lralgir duty. I have carefully obtg,ulled their names and rank,
however, and shall forward them without delay. i t
be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
I have the honor to P euul hLLWOOD iy
Captain, Comdyg. Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Volunieers.

t. D. C. WAGNER .
Oer Acting Assistant Adjutm&t- General, Second Brigade.

No. 45.

. . : i
Report of Ool. Philemon P. Baldwin, Sizth Indiane Infantry, comman
v o ing Third Brigade.
WiNG
ADQUARTERS THIRD BRIG., SECOND T.?IV., RIGHT ING,
HEaDg In Camp near A urfret;sborough, Tenn., Ja?ma.fy 8, 1186?) _
Y the honer to submit a report of the operations of this bri-
gaaahgzgz the time of its Jeaving cam), December 26, until Saturday,

Ja’i‘lhjs bz?l.ga.da moved with the division, and on the 27th was engaged
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in the skirmishing about Trinne. I deployed the First Ohio and the
Sixth Indiana on the right of the road, these regiments being supported
by the Nineiy-third Ohio and Louisville Legion, the battery taking post
oun the road, and later in the day being posted near the right of my line,
We drove the enemy and bivouacked beyond Trinne.

This brigade remained at Triune to cover the extreme right, in obedi-
énce to your order, and rejoined the division, on the 30th, in the woods
to the right of Wilkinson’s pike, about 3 miles from Murfreesborough.

At 2 o'clock this brigade moved off 2 miles to the right, to support
a cavalry reconnaissance, Colonel Anderson’s regiment being sent for-
ward to support the cavalry, while the remainder of the brigade was
held in reserve at a point on the Salem pike.

The brigade returned to the woods, near the headquarters of the divis-
ion, after dark, and bivouacked there,

At daybreak next morning I was informed by stragglers, who were
running across the open field in my front, of the attack on Generals
Willieh’s and Kirl’s brigades.

I immediately ordered the brigade under arms, and proceeded to form
line of battle in the edge of timber facing the iarge open fields over
which I knew the enemy must come to attack me.

I deployed the Louisville Legion on the right, and was proceeding to
post the First Ohio in the center, and the Sixth Indiana on the left,
holding the Ninety-third Qhio in reserve, to protect either flank, when
you ordered me to move the First Ohio across the open field and post it
at the fence. The Sixth Indiana was moved forward and posted in the
edge of a skirt of timber to the left of the First Ohio, the Thirtieth In-
diana and Seventy-ninth Ilinois being posted on the right; a section of
the Fifth Indiana Battery was posted between the First Ohio and Sixth
Indiana. The Louisville Legion moved to within supporting distance
of the First Ohio, and the Ninety-third Ohio held in reserve in the woods
near the edge of the field.

These dispositions were scarcely made when the enemy, in immense
masses, appeared in wy front at short range, their left extending far
beyord the extreme right of my line. My infantry and artillery poured
a destructive fire into their dense Inasses, checkiug them in front, bug
their left continned to advance against my right. Here four pieces that
Captain Simonson had posted near the Wwo00ds, in rear of my first line,
poared in a terrible fire; but the énemy came in such overwhelming
numbers that, after half an hour’s stubborn resistance, my line was com-
pelled to retire, not, however, until the enemy hud flanked my right
and were pouring in an enfilading fire. Had my line stood 3 moment
longer it would have been entirely snrrounded and captured. Falling
back to the edge of the woods, I endeavored to make a gtand. I moved
the Ninety-third Ohio up to the left of the Loaisville Legion, but my
line was again forced back, alinost before I had got the Ninety-third in
position. Ordering Colonel Anderson to retire in good order, I sne-
ceeded, after making several short stands in the woods, in forming the
brigade near the railroad. Under your orders I tock position on the
right of the Nashville pike, together with the rest of the division, and
beld it during the succeeding skirmishes, throwing up a breastwork of

logs, rails, &e.

Nothing occurred here bat unimportant skirmishing, sometimes quite
warm, but always resulting in onr driving the enemy. A hounse about
300 yards from our line was held by the enemy’s skirmishers, who an-
noyed as exceedingly by their fire. 1t Wwas captured and burned by two
companies of the Lonisville Legion, after a severe fight.

43 B B—VoL XX, PR I




